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WHEN  Csefar  was  informed,  on  his  march  from  Thapfus,  that    c  H  A  P. 
of  all  the  principal  men  of  the  oppofite  party,  Cato  alone  re-  l' 

mained  at  Utica  to  receive  him,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  interpret  his  con- 
duct, and  poilibly  might  have  found  it  difficult  to  determine  how  he 
Vol.  HI.  B  mould 
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BOOK    fhould  deal  with  an  antagonift,  whom  be  neither  could  reconcile  to 

V  ■ 

his  ufurpation,  nor  treat  as  a  criminal.  The  character  of  generofity 
towards  his  enemies,  which  Csefar  had  afliimed,  laid  him  under 
fome  obligation,  in  point  of  confiftency,  to  treat  the  perfon  of  Cato 
with  refpect ;  and  the  opportunity  he  would  have  had,  in  that  in- 
stance, of  exercifing  his  clemency  with  fo  much  luftre,  could  not 
have  efcaped  him.  In  the  bufieft  fcene  of  his  life  he  had  not  any 
party  object,  or  any  party  quarrel  to  maintain  ;  he  had  repeatedly 
facrificed  perfonal  animofity  to  ambition  ;  and  when  he  took  the  field 
againft  the  republic,  he  had  few  private  refentments  to  gratify :  he 
knew  that  an  affectation  of  relu&ance  in  fhedding  the  blood  of 
Roman  citizens,  the  reverfe  of  what  remained  fo  much  an  object  of 
horror  in  the  memory  of  Sylla,  was  the  likeliefl  means  to  cover  the 
effects  of  this  destructive  war,  and  to  reconcile  the  People  to  his  go- 
vernment. In  the  bulk  of  his  fellow  citizens  he  had  found  either 
rubbifh  to  be  removed  from  the  way  of  his  ambition,  or  tools 
with  which  he  might  work  in  removing  it ;  they  were  the  dupes  of 
his  policy,  or  open  to  the  imputations  of  fmifter  defigns  or  unrea- 
fonable  obftinacy  which  he  call  on  his  opponents.  In  Cato,  perhaps, 
alone,  he  found  a  meafure  of  estimation,  which,  with  all  his  abilities 
and  profperous  fortune,  he  could  not  neglect,  and  a  penetration 
which,  without  management  for  his  perfon,  treated  his  politics  as  a 
fyftem  of  villany  deviled  for  the  ruin  of  the  commonwealth.  Cato 
therefore  alone,  of  all  his  antagonists,  he  possibly  hated  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  a  reconciliation  *. 

Casfar  was  in  reality,  according  to  the  reprefentation  of  his  friend 
Curio,  neither  fanguinary  nor  fcrupulous  of  blood,  but  in  the  highest 
degree  indifferent  to  both,  and  ready  to  do  whatever  was  most  likely 
to  promote  his  defigns.     As  he  had  already  sufficiently  provided  for 

'  Et  cunfta  terrarum  fubafta  prseter  atrocem  animum  Catonis. 

^  the 
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the  reputation  of  clemency,  he  now  made  a  freer  ufe  of  his  fword,    CHAP. 

and  in  proportion  as  he  approached  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  faw 

the  means  of  extirpating  thofe  who  were  moft  likely  to  difturb  his 

government,  he  dipped  his  hands  with  lefs  fcruple  in  the  blood  of 

his  enemies.     As  he  purfued  Pompey  into  Egypt,  under  a  certain 

impreffion  that  the  death  of  this  rival  was  material  to  the  eftablifh- 

ment  of  his  power  in  Italy,  fo   it  is  likely  that  he  now  haftened  to 

Utica  as  a  place  at  which  he  might  crufh  the  remains  of  the  republic. 

On  hearing  of  the  death  of  Cato,  however,  he  made  ufe  of  an  ex- 

preffion  which  ferved  to  difcover  the  refolution  he  had  taken  with  re- 

fpect  to  him.     "  I  mull  be  allowed,"  he  faid,  "  to  envy  this  man 

"  the  fplendour  of  his  death,  as  he  has  refufed  me  the  honour  of 

"  preferving  his  life."     Having  paffed  through  Uzita  and  Adrume- 

tum,  which  furrendered  to  him  on  his  march,  and  being  met  by 

numbers  who  came  to  make  their  fubmiffion,  he  arrived  at  Utica  in 

the  evening,  and  continued  all  night  without  the  gates. 

Marcus  Meflala  had  already  taken  pofTefuon  of  the  town.  Gefar 
entered  on  the  following  day  ;  and  having  ordered  the  people  to  attend 
him,  made  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  thanked  the  colony  of  Utica  for 
their  faithful  attachment  to  his  caufe  ;  but  fpoke  of  three  hundred 
Roman  citizens,  who  had  contributed  to  fupport  the  war  againft  him, 
in  terms  which  fufficiently  fhewed  that  he  was  no  longer  to  court  the 
reputation  of  mercy.  Appian  fays,  that  as  many  of  them  as  fell 
into  his  hands  were  by  his  order  put  to  death.  Hirtius  relates, 
that  he  only  confifcated  their  effects,  and  that  this  fentence  was  af-* 
terwards  changed  into  a  limited  fine,  amounting  in  all  to  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  fefiertia,  or  about  a  million  and  a  half  fterling,  to  be 
paid  in  three  years,  at  fix  feparate  payments. 

From  this  general  wreck  of  the  republican  party  in  Africa,  the 
leaders  continued  their  flight  in  different  directions.  Many  who  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  were  fpared  ;  but  moft  of  thofe,  who,  in  their 

B  2  attempts 
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attempts  to  efcape,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  either  killed  them- 
felves,  or  by  Cafar's  order  were  put  to  death  \  Afranius  and  Fauftus 
Sylla  having  joined  a  party  of  cavalry  that  fled  by  Utica  from  the 
field  of  battle,  were  intercepted  by  Sitius,  and  defending  themfelves, 
with  the  lofs  of  many  of  their  party,  were  taken,  In  a  few  days 
after  this  event,  thefe  prifoners,  under  pretence  of  a  riot  in  the  camp, 
were  put  to  death. 

Scipio,  with  Damafippus,  Torquatus,  and  Plaetorius  Ruftianus, 
endeavoured  to  efcape  by  fea  into  Spain.  After  being  tolled  fome 
days  with  contrary  winds,  they  ventured  to  put  into  Hippo,  on  the 
coaft  of  Numidia,  where  they  met  with  a  fquadron  of  Csefar's  fleet, 
commanded  by  Sitius,  Their  veflel  being  boarded,  they  were  afked 
with  impatience,  Where  is  the  general  ?  Scipio  himfelf  made  anfwer, 
The  general  is  well;  and  in  uttering  thefe  words  ftabbed  himfelf,  and 
went  headlong  into  the  fea. 

Juba,  with  Petreius,  having  efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle  at 
Thapfus,  lay  concealed  by  day,  and  continued  their  flight  in  the 
night  towards  Zama,  a  place  which,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
the  king  of  Numidia  had  fortified,  and  made  the  refidence  of  his 
women,  and  the  repofitory  of  his  treafure  and  rnoft  valuable  effects. 
He  knew  that  if  he  mould  be  taken  captive  by  a  Roman  general,  the 
confequence  was  being  led  in  triumph,  and  poffibly  afterwards  put 
to  death.  He  had  therefore  provided  this  retreat  in  cafe  of  an  un- 
fortunate iflue  to  the  war  ;  intending  it  merely  as  a  place  at  which  he 
might  die  in  ftate.  With  this  intention  he  had  raifed,  near  to  the 
royal  palace,  a  pile  of  wood  on  which  he  meant  to  confume  what- 
ever could  mark  or  adorn  the  victor's  triumph  ;  and  it  was  his  pur- 
pofe,  while  he  fet  thefe  materials,  and  with  them  the  whole  city,  on,' 
fire,  to  commit  himfelf  and  his  women  to  the  flames. 

1  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliii.  c.  12.   Appian.  de  Bello  Civili,  lib.  ii.    Florus,  Eutropius,  Hirtius. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  Zama  had  fome  intimation  of  this  defign,  and,  CHAP, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  king,  not  choofing  to  celebrate  by  fuch  an 
offering  the  exit  of  a  vanquifhed  prince,  fhut  their  gates  and  refufed 
him  admittance.  They  likewife  had  the  humanity  to  refufe  fending 
the  women  to  him,  on  a  fuppofition  tliat  he  meant  they  mould  be  a 
facrifice  to  his  jealoufy,  or  be  involved  in  his  ruin. 

Juba  finding  himfelf  thus  difobeyed,  even  by  his  own  fubjecls, 
retired  to  one  of  his  country  feats ;  and  having,  ordered  a  fplendid 
entertainment,  at  the  clofe  of  it  he  and  Petreius-  fell  together  by  their 
own  fwords.  The  kingdom  of  Numidia  was  converted  into  a  Ro- 
man province,  and  the  government  of  it  was  committed  to  Salluft 
the  hiftorian.  The  fon  of  the  king,  yet  an  infant,  was  referved  to 
make  a  part  in  the  proceffion  of  the  victor's  triumph  3.  The  furniture 
and  ornaments  of  his  palaces  were  fold,  and  produced  a.confiderable 
fum  of  money.-  Great  contributions  were  raifed  at  the  fame  time 
in  thofe  parts  of  Africa  which  had  been  already  fubjedled  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  Roman  province.  The  inhabitants  of  Thapfus  were  made 
to  pay  fifty  thoufand  .  Roman  feftertia4;  thofe  of  Adrumetum, 
eighty  thoufand ;  thofe  of  Leptis  and  Tyfdra  paid  the  quotas  ex- 
acted from  them  in  corn  and  oil. 

Caefar  having,  in  this  manner,  doled  a  fcene  in  which  he  had 
deftroyed  fifty  thoufand  of  his  opponents,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to 
be  the  moft  obftinate  adherents  of  the  republican  party,  and  having 
joined  to  the  empire  a  territory  which,  by  the  report  afterwards- 
made  in  the  affembly  of  the  People,  was  fitted  to  yield  an  annual 
tribute  of  three  hundred  thoufand  medimni  of  grain,  and  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  weight  of  oil  \  he  embarked  at  Utica,  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  June,  and  in  three  days  after  he  failed  from  thence, 
arrived  in  the  ifland  of  Sardinia ;  a  part  of  his  dominions,  laid  Cicero„ 

3  Plut.  in  Casf.  4  About  400jOoo  I.  5  piut.  in  Csf. 

4  which 
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BOOK    <which  lie  had  not  hitherto  feen.     Before  his  departure  from  Africa 
V.  . 

he  had  made  the  necefTary  arrangements  reflecting  the  army ;  and, 

although  he  had  recently  availed  himfelf  of  the  fervices  of  the  le- 
gions who  had  mutinied  in  Italy,  and  feemed  to  have  forgotten  their 
offence,  yet  he  took  the  benefit  of  the  prefent  profperous  ftate  of  his 
affairs  to  indulge  his  refentment ;  and  that  they  might  not  commu- 
nicate with  factious  fpirits  in  Italy,  have  leifure  to  over-rate  their 
fervices,  or  to  fet  an  example  to  the  reft  of  the  army  of  exorbitant 
demands,  he  ordered  them  to  be  broke  and  difbanded  in  Africa. 
The  remainder  of  the  troops  who  had  given  him  the  victory  in  that 
country,  he  ordered,  after  receiving  the  necefTary  refrefhments,  to 
proceed  in  the  voyage  to  Spain,  where  he  had  ftill  fome  refiftance  to 
apprehend  from  the  fons  of  Pompey. 

Leaving  the  army  therefore  to  purfue  this  courfe,  Caefar  himfelf 
took  fhipping  again  in  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
June  ;  and,  being  fome  time  detained  by  contrary  winds,  arrived  at 
Rome  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  the  following  month  s  ;  having,  fince 
the  time  of  his  departure  from  Italy,  on  the  expedition  to  Africa,  in 
which  he  had  fo  many  difficulties  to  furmcunt,  fpent  no  more  than 
fix  months. 

The  news  of  Cadar's  victory  had  been  fome  time  received.  The 
principal  fupports  of  the  republic  had  fallen  at  Thapfus  and  at  Phar- 
falia ;  and  as  the  fons  of  Pompey,  though  favourably  received  by 
their  late  father's  adherents  in  Spain,  were  not  yet  fuppoied  to  be  in 
condition  to  refift  the  victor,  the  revolution  in  his  favour  feemed  to 
be  complete,  and  every  part  of  the  Roman  empire  fubjected  to  his 
power.  Nothing  now  remained,  but  that  he  fhould  take  pofleffion 
of  that  fovereignty  to  which  he  afpired,  and  in  which,  it  foon  after 
appeared,  that  to  him  there  was  a  charm,  even  in  the  court  that  was 
paid  to  him,  as  well  as  in  the  poffeffion  of  power. 

»  Hirtius  de  Bell  Afr.  c.  86. 

"Whatever 
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"Whatever  diftrefs  the  furviving  members  of  the  commonwealth  CHAP, 
may  have  fuffeved  on  the  lofs  of  their  relations  and  friends,  who  had 
fallen  in  the  late  bloody  trarrfactions  of  this  war,  or  whatever  mor- 
tification they  may  have  felt  on  the  lofs  of  their  own  political  con- 
fequence,  as  partners  in  the  empire  of  the  world,  no  fymptoms  of 
averfion,  or  unwilling  fubmiflion,  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  People  ; 
all  orders  of  men  haftened  to  pay  their  court  to  the  victor,  and, 
by  their  fervile  adulations,  to  anticipate  the  ftate  of  degradation  into 
which  they  were  foon  to  be  reduced. 

.  In  the  name  of  the  Senate  and  People  a  continual  fhankfgiving  of 
forty  days  was  decreed  for  the  late  victory  at  Thapfus.  The  power 
of  Dictator  was  conferred  on  Csefar  for  ten  years,  and  that  of  Cen- 
for,  which  gave  the  fupreme  difpofal  of  honours  and  rank  in  the 
commonwealth,  and  which,  on  account  of  the  abufe  to  which  it  was 
fubject,  had  been  fome  time  abolifhed,  was  now  under  a  new  title, 
that  of  Prcefcftus  Morum,  reftored  in  his  perfon.  At  the  fame  time 
the  nomination  of  fome  of  the  officers  of  ftate,  formerly  elected  by 
the  people,  was  committed  to  him.  He  was,  in  the  exercife  of  thefe 
powers,,  to  be  preceded  by  feventy-two  lictors,  triple  the  number 
of  thofe  who  ufed  to  attend  the  Dictators,  and  he  was  to  enjoy,  for 
*ife,  many  of  the  inferior  prerogatives,  which,  under  the  republic, 
ferved  to  diftinguifh  the  firft  officers  of  ftate  ;  fuch  as  that  of  giving, 
the  fignals  for  the  horfes  to  ftart,  or  for  the  other  fports  to  begin  at 
the  games  of  the  Circus ;  and  that  of  delivering  his  opinion  before 
any  one  elfe  in  the  Senate.  It  was  likewife  ordered,  that  he  fhould 
have  in  the  Senate  a  gilded  chair  of  ftate,  placed  next  to  that  of  the 
Conful ;  and,  as  if  it  were  intended  to  join  ridicule  with  thefe  extra- 
ordinary honours,  it  was  decreed,  that  as  the  conqueror  of  Gaul,  in 
his  triumphs  he  fhould  be  drawn  by  white  horfes,  to  put  him  on  at 
foot  of  equality  with  Camilius,  to  whom  this  diftinction  had  been 
given,  as  the  reftorer  of  his  country  from  its  deftruction  by  the  an- 

ceftora 
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ceftors  of  that  nation  ;  that  his  name  fhould  be  inferted,  inftead  of 
that  of  Catulus,  as  the  perfon  who  had  rebuilt  the  Capitol ;  that  a 
car,  like  that  of  Jupiter,  fhould  be  placed  for  him  in  the  fame  temple, 
.and  near  to  the  ftatue  of  the  god  himfelf ;  and  that  his  own  ftatuen 
-with  the  title  of  a  deini-god,  mould  be  erected  on  a  globe  reprefent- 
ing  the  earth. 

It  is  faid  that  Csefar  refufed  many  of  the  honours  which  were  de- 
creed to  him  ;  but  in  thefe,  which  he  no  doubt  encouraged,  or  fa- 
vourably received,  he  fufficiently  betrayed  a  vanity  which  but  rarely 
accompanies  fuch  a  diftinguiihed  fuperiority  of  understanding  and 
courage.  Though  in  refpect  to  the  ability  with  which  he  rendered 
men  lubfervient  to  his  purpofe  ;  in  refped  to  the  choice  of  means 
for  the  attainment  of  his  end  ;  in  refpecT:  to  the  plan  and  execution 
of  his  defigns,  he  was  far  above  thcfe  who  were  eminent  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  ;  yet  in  refped  to  the  end  which  he  purfued,  in 
reipect  to  the  pafhons  he  had  to  gratify,  he  was  one  merely  of  the 
vulgar,  and  condefcended  to  be  vain  of  titles  and  honours,  which  he 
has  fhared  with  perfons  of  the  meaneft  capacity.  Infenfible  to  the 
honour  of  being  deemed  the  equal  in  rank  to  Cato  and  Catulus,  to 
Hortenfius  and  Cicero,  and  the  equal  in  reputation  to  Sylla,  to 
Fabius,  and  to  the  Scipios,  he  preferred  being  a  fuperior  among 
profligate  men,  the  leader  among  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  to  ex- 
tort by  force  from  his  fellow  citizens  a  deference  which  his  won- 
derful abilities  muft  have  made  unavoidable,  even  if  he  had  poflefled 
the  magnanimity  to  defpife  it. 

Cxfar,  foon  after  the  diftindions  now  mentioned  were  beftowed 
.upon  him,  addrefTed  himfelf  to  the  Roman  Senate  and  People,  in  a 
fpeech  which,  being  fuppofed  ro  proceed  from  a  matter,  was  full  of 
condefcenfion  and  lenity,  but  from  a  fellow  citizen,  was  fraught  with 
•infult  and  contumely.  A  fpeech  delivered  on  fo  remarkable  an  oc- 
.cafion  was  likely  to  be  in  fubftance  preferved ;  aud  under  the  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  of  his  fuccefibrs,  by  whom  he  was  numbered  with  the  CHAP. 
gods,  it  was  not  likely  to  get  abroad  but  with  a  view  to  do  him  ho- 
nour. "  Let  no  man,"  he  faid,  "  imagine,  that,  under  the  favour 
*'  of  my  exalted  fituation,  I  am  now  to  indulge  myfelf  in  acts,  or 
"  even  in  expreffions,  of  feverity ;  or  that  I  am  to  follow  the  ex- 
"  ample  of  Marius,  of  Cinna,  of  Sylla,  or  of  mod  others,  who» 
"  having  fubdued  their  enemies,  dropt,  in  the  height  of  their  for- 
"  tune,  that  character  of  moderation  under  which  they  had  formerly 
"  enticed  men  to  their  party.  I  have  appeared  all  along  in  my  true 
"  character,  and  now,  in  the  height  of  my  power,  have  no  change 
"  to  make  in  my  conduct  \  The  more  my  fortunes  advance,  the 
"  more  I  will  endeavour  to  ufe  them  properly.  My  fole  object, 
"  while  I  endeavoured  to  rife  above  my  enemies,  was  to  fecure  for 
"  myfelf  a  fituation  in  which  I  might  exercife  virtue  with  dignity 
"  and  fafety ;  and  I  fhall  not  now  imitate  the  examples  which  I  my- 
"  felf  have  often  condemned,  nor  fully  the  fplendour  of  my  victories 
"  by  an  improper  ufe  of  my  power. 

"  As  the  favours  of  fortune  are  won  by  vigour,  fo  they  are  pre- 
"  ferved  by  moderation,  and  fhould  be  moft  carefully  preferved  by 
"  thofe  who  enjoy  the  greateft  fhare  of  them.  I  covet  fincere  af- 
"  fection  and  genuine  praife ;  not  the  adulation  that  fprings  from 
"  fear  and  hatred.     Thefe   are  my  ferious  thoughts,  confirmed  on 

« 

"  reflection ;  and  you  fhall  find   me  governed  by  them  in   all  the 

"  actions  of  my  life.     I  do  not  mean  to  be  your  lord  or  your  tyrant, 

"  but  your  chief  and  your  leader.     When  the  State  has  occafion  for 

*'  my  authority,  you  fhall  find  in  me  a  Dictator  and  a  Conful ;  but  on 

"  ordinary  occafions,  no  more  than  a  private  man  6. 

"  I  have  fpared  many  who  were  repeatedly  in  arms  againft  me. 

"  I  have   fhut  my  ears  to  informations  of  the  hidden  defigns  of 

5  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliii.  c.  15,  &c.  «  Ibid. 

Vol.  III.  G  "  other-. 
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"  others,  and  have  deftroyed  all  letters  and  papers  which  could  lead 
"  to  a  detection  of  my  fecret  enemies.  To  mod  of  you  I  can  have 
"  no  refentment ;  and  I  do  not  incline  to  raife  profecutions  againft 
"  thofe  who  may  think  they  have  incurred  my  difpleafure.  Live, 
"  therefore,  with  me  from  this  time  forward  in  confidence,  as  chil- 
"  dren  with  their  father.  I  referve  to  myfelf  the  power  of 
"  punifhing  the  guilty,  as  far  as  juftice  requires;  but  will  protect 
"  the  innocent  and  reward  the  deferving. 

"  Let  not  thefe  appearances  of  military  force  alarm  you.  The 
"  troops  which  are  quartered  in  the  city,  and  which  attend  my  per- 
"  fon,  are  deftined  to  defend,  not  to  opprefs  the  citizens  ;  and 
"  they  will  know,  upon  every  occafion,  the  limits  of  their  duty. 

"  Uncommon  taxes  have  lately  been  levied  in  the  provinces  and 
"  in  Italy,  but  not  for  my  private  ufe.  I  have  in  reality  expended 
"  my  fortune,  and  contracted  immoderate  debts  in  the  public  fervice; 
"  and,  while  I  myfelf  have  borne  fo  great  a  part  of  the  burden,  am 
"  likewife  made  to  bear  the  blame  of  what  others  have  exacted.'' 
He  concluded  with  aflurances,  that  the  arrears  which  were  due  to 
the  troops,  and  the  other  debts  of  the  public  \  mould  be  paid  with 
the  leaft  poffible  inconvenience  to  the  People. 

In  this  fpeech  was  conveyed,  not  the  indignant  and  menacing 
fpirit  of  Sylla,  who  defpifed  the  very  power  of  which  he  was  pof- 
fefled  ;  but  the  confcious  Mate  and  reflecting  condefcenfion  of  a  prince 
who  admired  and  wifhed  to  recommend  his  greatnefs.  The  Roman 
people,  in  former  inftances  of  ufurpation,  had  experienced  fangui- 
nary  and  violent  treatment,  and  they  now  feemed  to  bear  with  in- 
difference the  intire  fuppreflion  of  their  political  rights,  when  exe- 
cuted by  hands,  that  refrained  from  profcriptions  and  murders.  But 
as  Ccefar  feemed  to  think  his  prefent  elevation  the  higheft  object  of 

'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliii.  c.  15,  See. 

hum  an 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  M 

human  wifhes,  there  were  fome  who  thought  their  prefent  fubjeclion    CHAP, 
the  loweft  ftate  of  degradation  and  mifery.     "  What  fhould  I  do  in 
"  fuch  times  ?"  fays  Cicero  to  his  correfpondent,  "  books  cannot  al- 
"  ways  amufe  me.     I  go  into  any  company,  affect  to  be  noify,  and 
*'  laugh,  to  conceal  my  forrow  8." 

The  populace  were  gratified  with  ihews,  prccefhons,  and  feafts, 
and  with  the  gratuities  that  were  given  them  in  money.  Cxfar  had 
four  feparate  triumphs  in  one  month.  The  firft  for  his  conqueft  of 
Gaul,  at  which  Vercingetorix,  the  prince  of  the  Arverni,  by  a  cuftom 
cruel  and  odious  in  all  its  parts,  was  led  in  chains,  and  afterwards 
put  to  death.  The  fecond  for  his  victory  in  Egypt,  at  which  Ar- 
finoe,  the  fifter  of  the  queen,  was  exhibited  in  fetters,  and  by  her 
youth  and  beauty  excited  a  general  compaffion,  which  preferved  her 
life.  A  third  for  the  defeat  of  Pharnaces,  where  the  trophies,  as  has 
already  been  mentioned,  were  marked  with  the  words,  I  came,  IJliwt 
I  vanquijhed.  The  lail  for  the  overthrow  of  the  king  of  Numidia, 
in  which  the  infant  fon  of  that  prince  was  carried  in  proceffion. 
This  captive  having  received  a  literary  education  at  Rome,  became 
afterwards,  according  to  Plutarch,  an  hiftorian  of  eminence  '. 

Although  triumphs  were  not  obtained  for  the  defeat  of  fellow  ci- 
tizens, and  nothing  in  thefe  proceffions  had  a  reference  to  Pompey, 
yet  the  effigies  of  many  confiderable  fenators,  who  had  fallen  in  the 
civil  war,  were  carried  before  the  victor's  chariot. 

In  thefe  proceffions,  Caefar  is  faid  to  have  carried  to  the  treafury, 
in  all,  fixty  thoufand  talents  in  money  ,0 ;  two  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  two  ehaplets  or  crowns  of  gold,  weighing  twenty 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  ".      He  at  the  fame 

8  Cic.  ad  Familiar.  lib.  ix.  ep.  26.     Mi-         »  P!ut.  in  Cxf.     Dio.  CaA". 
raris  tam  exhiliratam  efle  fcrvitutem  noftram.  ,0  About  io,oco.ooo  1. 

Quid  ergo  faciam  ?  — ibi  loquor  quodin  folum         "The    Roman  pondo    confiited    of   ten 

ut  dicitur,   et   gemitum    in    rifus  m^.ximos  ounces,  about  800,000  1. 
transfcio. 

C  2  time 
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B  °v°  K     time  diftributed  to  each  private  man  of  the  army,  five  thoufand  de- 

' » '    narii  or  drachmas,  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  one  pounds  ftcrling  : 

to  each  Centurion,  double :  to  the  Tribune,  quadruple  :  to  the  Peo- 
ple, an  Attic  mina  of  an  hundred  drachmas,  or  about  three  pounds 
four  millings  and  feven  pence  a  man  "\ 

The  foldiers,  who  walked  in  thefe  proceffions,  in  chanting  their 
ballads  and  lampoons,  took  the  ufual  petulant  liberties  with  their 
leader,  alluded  to  the  diforders  of  his  youth  and  to  the  crimes  of  his 
age  ;  and  fhewed  that  they  were  not  deceived  by  the  profeflions  which 
he  made  of  a  zeal  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  "  If  you  obierve  the 
"  laws,"  they  faid,  "  you  fhall  be  punilhed  ;  but  if  you  boldly  tranf- 
"  grefs  them  all,  a  crown  is  your  reward."  Thefe  appearances  of 
freedom  in  the  troops,  perhaps,  flattered  the  People  with  fome  image 
of  the  ancient  familiarity  of  ranks  which  fubfifted  in  times  of  the  re- 
public ;  but  the  licence  of  mere  foldiers  of  fortune  brings  too  often 
the  reverfe  of  freedom  to  the  People ;  and  in  whatever  manner  thofe 
cf  Rome  were  qualified  to  judge  of  their  own  fituation,  it  is  likely 
that  the  pageants,  which  now  entertained  them,  were  part  of  the 
means  which  Csefar  employed  to  reconcile  them  to  his  ufurpation, 
and  to  divert  their  thoughts  from  the  profpect  of  a  military  govern- 
ment with  which  they  were  threatened.  Farther  to  fecure  thefe  ef- 
fects, he  continued  to  multiply  fhews  and  public  diverfions.  He 
himfelf,  at  tfie  clofe  of  his  triumphs,  walked  in  proceffion  at  the 
opening  of  magnificent  edifices  he  had  built,  and  in  his  return  at 
night  from  this  ceremony,  attended  by  multitudes  of  the  People, 
Was  lighted  by  torches  borne  on  elephants  I3.  At  the  fame  time  he 
erecled  theatres,  and  exhibited  dramatic  performances  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  amply  indulged  the  tafte  of  the  populace  for 
entertainments  of  every  fort.     He  introduced  not  only  gladiators  to 

**  Appian.  Saeton,  [*3  Dio.  Caff.     Suetonius. 

fight 
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fight  in  fmgle  combat,  hut  parties  on  foot  and  on  horfeback  to  en-    c  H  A  ?• 

gage  in  confiderable  numbers  on  oppofite  fides,  and  to  exhibit  a  fpe- 

cies  of  battles.     Among  thefe,  he   (hewed  the   manner   of  fighting 

from  elephants,  having  forty  of  thefe  animals  properly  mounted,  and 

the  manner  like-wife  of  fighting  at  fea,  having  veffels  on  a  "piece  of 

Vv'ater  which  was  formed  forthepurpofe.     In  moft  of  thefe  Ihews,  the 

parties  who  were  engaged,  being  captives  or  malefactors  condemned 

to  die,  gave  a  ferious  exhibition  of  the  utmoft  efforts  they  could  make 

in  real  fie;ht. 

Among  the  other  articles  of  fhew  and  expence  which  compofed 
the  magnificence  of  thefe  entertainments,  are  mentioned  the  blinds 
or  awnings  of  filk,  a  material  then  of  the  higheft  price,  which  were 
fpread  over  the  public  theatres  to  fhade  the  fpeclators  from  the  fun, 
and  to  enable  them  undifturbed,  from  under  thefe  delicate  coverings, 
to  enjoy  the  fights  of  bloodlhed  and  horror  which  were  prefented  be- 
fore them.  Two  human  facrifices,  we  are  told,  were  at  the  fame 
time  offered  up  in  the  field  of  Mars,  by  priefts  fpecially  named  for 
this  fervice.  Of  this  mocking  exhibition,  the  hiftorian  does  not  ex- 
plain the  occafion  "\  The  whole  was  attended  by  a  feaft,  to  which 
the  People  were  invited,  and  at  which  twenty  thoufand  benches  or 
couches  were  placed  for  thefe  numerous  guefts  ,s.  So  great  was  the 
eoncourfe  from  the  country  to  this  entertainment,  that  multitudes 
lay  in  the  ftreets,  or  lodged  in  booths  ere&ed  for  the  occafion.  Many 
were  trampled  under  foot,  and  killed  in  the  crowds.  Among  thofe 
who  perifhed  in  this  manner,  two  Roman  Senators  are  mentioned. 

This  method  of  gaining  the  people,  by  flattering  their  difpofition 
to  diflipation  and  idlenefs,  was  already  familiar  at  Rome.  It  had 
been  employed  under  the  republic  in  procuring  favour,  and  in  pur- 
ehafing  votes  by  thofe  who  afpired  to  the  offices  of  ftate.  It  was  now 
extended  by  Caefar  to  effed  the  revolution  he  had  in  view,  and  to  recon- 

14  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliii,  c  24,  35  Plut.  in  Csfar. 
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BOOK  c[\e  the  populace  of  Rome,  who  had  for  fome  time  governed  the  em- 
pire, to  the  lofs  of  their  political  confequence,  in  being  deprived  of  a 
power  which  they  were  no  longer  worthy  to  hold.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  arms  of  Casfar  were  not  more  fuccefsful  in  fubduing  thofe 
who  oppofed  him  in  the  field,  than  thefe  popular  arts  were  in  gain- 
ing the  confent  of  his  fubjects  to  the  dominion  he  was  about  to  af~ 
fume. 

From  this  time  forward,  Csefar  took  upon  himfelf  all  the  functions 
of  government,  and  while  he  fufFered  the  forms  of  a  Senate  and  po- 
pular affemblies  to  remain,  availed  himfelf  of  their  name  and  authority 
without  confulting  with  either,  affixing  without  fcruple  the  fu- 
perfcription  of  particular  Senators  to  the  decrees  or  edicts,  which  he 
fent  abroad  into  the  provinces  l6.  "  My  name,"  fays  Cicero,  "  is 
"  often  prefixed  to  public  deeds  which  are  fent  abroad,  as  having 
"  been  moved  or  drawn  up  by  me,  and  which  come  back  from  Ar- 
"  menia  or  Syria  as  mine,  before  I  have  ever  heard  of  them  at 
"  Rome.  Do  not  imagine  I  am  in  jeft  ;  for  I  have  letters  from  per- 
"  fons,  whofe  names  I  never  heard  of  before,  thanking  me  for  the 
*'  honour  I  have  done  them  in  bellowing  the  title  of  king  ,?." 

Equally  abfolute  in  the  city  as  in  the  provinces,  Csefar  placed 
whomever  he  thought  proper  on  the  rolls  of  the  Senate;  and,  without 
regard  to  birth,  declared  fome  to  be  of  Patrician  rank.  He  recalled 
fome  who  had  been  driven  into  exile  for  illegal  practices,  and  rein- 
ftated  in  their  ranks  many  whom  the  Cenfors  had  degraded  '*.      In  all 

16  It  is  well  known,  that  the  Senatus  Con-  modo  reges  appellatos,  fed  omnino  nato 
fulta  bore  the  names  of  the  Senators  by  whom  nefciebam.  Cicero  ad  Familiares,  lib.  ix; 
they  were  propofed.  ep.  i  $. 

17  Ante  audio  Senatus  confuhum  in  Ar-  l8  At  this  time,  he  with  much  difficulty 
meniam  et  Syriam  effe  perlatum,  quod  in  was  perfuaded,  at  the  intercellion  of  the  Se- 
meam  fententiam  faftum  effe  dicatur,  quam  nate,  to  permit  the  return  of  Caius  Marcel- 
omnino  mentionem  ullam  de  ea  re  effe  faclam.  lus,  who  at  Athens,  on  his  way  into  Italy,  was, 
Atque  hoc  nolim  me  jocare  putes,  nam  mihi  upon  motives  which  have  not  been  explained, 
fcito  jam,  aregibus  ultimis  allatas  effe  literas,  affiffmated  by  one  of  his  own  attendants, 
quibui  mihi  gratias  agant,  quod  fe  mea  fen-  This  Marcellus  was  Conful,  U.  C.  703, 
Centia   reges   appellaverim ;    quos   ego   non 

the 
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the  elections,  he  named  half  the  magiftrates,  or  in  a  mandate,  ad-  C  H  A  l\ 
dreffed  to  the  Tribes,  took  upon  him  to  direct  the  People  whom  they  \— . — ,— ~j 
were  to  chufe  ".  In  the  exercife  of  fo  much  power,  he  became  referved 
and  difficult  of  accefs,  familiar  only  with  perfons  whom  he  himfelf 
had  raifed,  and  who  had  talents  amufmg  or  ferviceablc,  and  without 
any  pretenfions  to  alarm  his  jealoufy  1U.  Neverthelefs,  if  the  Romans- 
could  have  overlooked  what  was  ofFenfive  in  his  manner,  or  illegal 
in  the  powers  which  he  had  thus  uiurped,  many  of  his  acts  were  in 
themfelves,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  fo  able  a  perfonage, 
worthy  of  a  great  prince,  and  tending  to  reform  abufes,  as  well  as  to 
ficilitate  the  fummary  proceedings  of  the  defpotical  power  he  had 
aifumed. 

Among  the  firft  ads  of  Csefar's  reign,  the  law  of  Sylla,  by  which 
the  children  of  the  profcribed  had  been  excluded  from  holding  any 
office  in  the  ftate,  was  repealed.  The  judiciary  law,  which  had 
undergone  fo  many  alterations,  and  which,  in  its  lateft  form,  ad- 
mitted fome  of  the  inferior  clafs  of  the  People  "  on  the  roll  of  the 
judges  or  jurymen,  was  now  reformed,  fo  as  to  limit  the  exercife 
of  the  judicature  to  the  Senators  and  Knights.  A  fcrutiny  was  made 
into  the  titles  of  thofe  who  had  been  in  the  practice  to  receive  corn 
at  the  public  granaries,  and  their  numbers  were  greatly  reduced  **• 
Of  the  corporations  which  had  been  multiplied  for  factious  purpofes, 
many  were  abolifhed,  and  the  original  companies  of  the  city  alone 

15  The  words  of  C.-efar's   mandate   were,  their  partisans,  had  augmented  this  lilt,  and 

"  Cxfar  Dictator  tribui,   &c.  Sec.  commendo  it  was  undoubtedly   become  a  great  abufe. 

vobis  ilium,  &c.  &c.  ut  veftro  fufFragio  fuam  Dion  Caflius  fays,  it  was  at  this  time  reduced 

dignitatem  teneat.     Sueton.  in  Caef.  by  Caefar  to  one  half.     Suetonius   fpecifies 

10  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,   lib.  iv.    ep.  9.  lb.  the  numbers  from  three  hundred   and  twenty 

lib.  vi.  ep.  14.  thoufand  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand, 

"  The  Tribuni  yErarii.  Plutarch  and  Appian   ftate   the  reduiftion,  fo 

"  The  leaders  of  fadtion  under  the  repub-  as  to   be  underftood  of  the   numbers  of  the 

lie,  and  no  one  probably  more  than  Ca;far  whole  people,  in  comparing  the  mufter  taken 

kimfelf,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  numbers  of  before  the  civil  war  with  the  one  now  made. 

§  were 
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book    -were  permitted  to  remain.     Many  punifhments,  for  the  better  re- 

■  i    {training  of  crimes,  were  increafed.     To  the  ordinary  punifhment  of 

murder,  was  joined  the  confifcation  of  the  whole  eftate  ;  to  that  of 
ibme  other  crimes,  the  confifcation  of  one  half,  The  kalendar  was 
reformed  upon  the  principles  eftablifhed  by  the  Egyptian  aftronomers. 
The  reckoning  by  lunar  months,  and  the  ufe  of  irregular  intercala- 
tions, which  had  been  frequently  made  for  party  and  political  pur- 
pofes,  had  fo  deranged  the  terms,  that  the  feftivals  to  be  obferved  by 
reapers  did  not  happen  in  harveft,  or  thofe  of  the  vintage  in  autumn. 
To  reftore  them  therefore  to  their  proper  dates  in  the  kalendar,  no 
lefs  than  an  intercalation  of  fixty-feven  days,  or  above  two  months 
wa's  required.  This  intercalation  was  made  in  the  prefent  year,  be- 
tween the  months  of  November  and  December,  fo  that  the  name  of 
December  was  transferred  from  the  time  of  the  autumnal  Equinox, 
to  that,  where  it  ftill  remains,  of  the  winter  folftice. 

Under  the  government  of  Csfar,  fumptuary  laws  were  framed  to 
reftrain  the  expence  of  the  table  ;  and  he  himfelf  expreffed  great 
zeal  to  corred  the  abufe  which  prevailed  in  this  article.  Being  fen- 
fible  that  Italy  was  greatly  depopulated  by  the  detractions  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  by  the  devaluations  of  the  late  civil  war,  he 
took  meafures  to  reftore  the  numbers  of  the  people,  both  by  detain- 
ing the  natives  of  Italy  at  home,  and  by  inviting  foreigners  to  fettle. 
He  gave  premiums  to  thofe  who  had  families  :  he  ordered,  that  no 
citizen  above  twenty  nor  under  ten,  except  belonging  to  the  army, 
fhould  remain  out  of  Italy  above  three  years  at  a  time  ;  and  that  the 
fons  of  Senators,  except  in  the  family  or  retinue  of  public  officers, 
fhould  not  go  abroad  :  that  all  landholders  in  Italy  fhould  employ  no 
lefs  than  one  third  freemen  on  their  lands ;  that  all  practitioners  of 
liberal  arts,  particularly  foreign  phyficians  fettling  at  Rome,  fhould 
be  admitted  on  the  rolls  of  the  People  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  ex- 
tended the  privilege  of  Romans  to  whole  cities  and  provinces  in  dif- 
2  ferent 
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ferent  parts  of  the  empire  13,  by  thefe  means  mcreafing  the  number 
of  Roman  citizens,  or  at  leaft  increasing  the  number  of  thofe  who 
were  to  bear  this  title.  Senfible  that  he  himfelf  had  become  dan- 
gerous to  the  republic,  by  having  his  power  as  a  provincial  officer 
improperly  prolonged,  he  took  meafures  to  prevent  a  fimilar  danger 
to  the  government,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  now  acquired  the  pof- 
feffion,  limiting  the  duration  of  command  in  the  provinces,  if  with 
'  the  title  of  Propraetor  to  one  year,  or  with  that  of  Proconful  to  two 
years  ;  a  regulation,  in  which  he  fhewed  how  well  he  underftood 
the  nature  of  the  Ladder  by  which  he  himfelf  had  mounted  to  his  pre- 
fent  elevation,  and  how  much  he  delired  to  withhold  the  ufe  of  it 
from  any  one  elfe  who  might  be  difpofed  to  tread  in  his  fteps,  or  to 
difpute  his  continuance  in  the  height  he  had  gained. 

While  Csefar,  on  a  fuppofition  that  he  himfelf  was  to  hold  the  reins 
of  government,  was  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the  power  he  had 
eftabliihed  in  the  capital,  and-- on  a  fuppofition  that  he  had  no  enemy 
left  in  the  field,  or  that  the  remains  of  the  adverfe  party  in  the  pro- 
vinces might  be  extinguished  by  his  officers,  was  betaking  himfelf  to 
civil  affairs  and  to  popular  arts,  he  had  reports  from  Spain  which 
convinced  him.,  that. his  own  prefence  might  flill  be  neceffary  to  re- 
prefs  a  party,  which  began  to  refume  its  vigour  under  the  fons  of 
Pompey.  He  had  fent  Didius,  with  the  fleet  and  army,  from  Sar- 
dinia, to  fecure  the  poffeffion  of  Spain  ;  but  this  fervice  was  found  to 
be  more  difficult  than  was  at  firft  apprehended.  He  had  himfelf,  in 
appearance,  reduced  this  province  ;  but  many  humours  had  broke 
out  in  it,  while  he  was  afterwards  fo  much  occupied  in  other  parts 
of  the  empire.  Even  the  troops  which  had  joined  his  ftandard,  mu- 
tinied during  the  uncertain  ftate  of  his  fortunes  in  Theffidy  and 
Egypt  ;  and  though,  upon  the  death  of  Caffius  Longinus,  and  the 

"  Dio.  Caff.  Sneton,  Appian, 

Vol.  III.  D  fucceffiort 
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fucceffion  of  Trebonius,  their  difcipline  was  in  appearance  reftored  ; 
yet  confcioufnefs  of  the  heinous  offence  they  had  committed  againft 
Casfar  made  them  doubt  of  his  forgivenefs;  and,  joined  with  the  in- 
clination and  refpect  which  they  yet  entertained  for  the  family  of 
Pompey,  determined  them  to  take  part  againft  him.  They  had  opened 
a  fecret  correfpondence  with  Scipio,  while  he  was  yet  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  army  in  Africa,  and  encouraged  him  to  fend  a  proper 
officer  into  Spain  to  take  the  command  of  fuch  forces  as  could  be 
raifed  in  the  province. 

Young  Pompey  was  fent  for  this  purpofe.  In  his  way,  he  put 
into  the  ifland  of  Majorca,  and  was  there  fometime  detained  by 
ficknefs,  or  remained  in  expectation  that  he  might  prevail  on  the 
natives  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.  The  troops  on  the  continent,  in  the 
mean  time,  even  before  Pompey  arrived  to  take  the  command  of 
them,  declared  themfelves  openly  againft  Csefar,  and  erazed  his  name 
from  their  bucklers.  They  obliged  his  lieutenant  Trebonius  to  fly 
from  their  quarters,  and  owned  T.  Quintus  Scapula  and  Q^Apro- 
nius  for  their  generals. 

In  this  pofture  of  affairs,  young  Pompey  arrived  in  Spain,  took 
the  command  of  this  army,  and  either  received  or  forced  the  fub- 
miflion  of  the  principal  towns.  He  was  likewife  ftrengthened  by 
the  accefhon  of  all  the  Roman  fettlers  in  the  province  who  retained 
any  zeal  for  the  republic,  and  by  the  remains  of  former  armies  who 
had  been  levied  by  his  father,  efpecially  fuch  of  that  army  which 
had  ferved  under  Afranius  on  the  Segra,  as  were  left  in  Spain;  and 
by  many  officers  of  rank,  who,  having  efcaped  from  Theffaly  or 
Africa  upon  the  late  calamities  of  their  party,  had  taken  refuge  in 
this  country.  Among  thefe,  Labienus  and  Varus,  with  as  many  as 
could  be  faved  from  the  maffacre  at  Thapfus,  were  affembling  anew 
under  the  ftandard  of  Pompey.  The  two  brothers,  Cnseus  and 
Sextus,  were  joined  together,  and  fupported  by  the  name  of  their 

father. 
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father,  which  was  flill  in  high  veneration  ;  they  had  afTembled  thir- 
teen legions.  Among  thefe,  were  two  legions  of  native  Spaniards, 
who  had  deferted  from  Trebonius  ;  one  that  was  raifed  from  the 
Roman  colonifls ;  and  a  fourth,  which  had  arrived  from  Africa,  with 
the  elder  of  the  two  brothers  *\ 

Q^Fabius  Maximus  and  Q,  Pedius  or  Didiusts,  the  officers  of 
Caviar,  being  unable  to  make  head  againft  this  force,  remained  on 
the  defenfive,  and  by  the  reports  which  they  made  to  their  com- 
mander, reprefented  the  neceffity  of  his  own  prefence  in  the  pro- 
vince. 

The  continuance  of  the  Dictatorial  power  in  Csefar's  perfon,  had 
fuperfeded  the  ufual  fucceffion  in  the  offices  of  ftate.  Lepidus  ftill 
remained  in  his  ftation  of  general  of  horfe ;  and,  with  a  council  of 
fix  or  nine  Prefects  being  left  to  command  at  Rome,  Csefar  fet  out 
in  the  autumn  for  Spain.  He  ordered  troops  from  Italy  to  reinforce 
'  thofe  already  employed  in  this  fervice,  and,  in  twenty-feven  days 
after  his  departure  from  Rome,  arrived  at  Saguntum  w. 

Upon  the  news  of  Ca;far's  approach,  Cnseus  Pompeius  had  af- 
fembled  all  his  force  on  the  Bceotis,  ported  his  brother  Sextus  with  a 
proper  garriibn  at  Corduba,  and  himfelf  endeavoured  to  reduce 
Ulia,  a  town  which  ftill  held  out  againft  him  in  that  neighbourhood. 
Cxlar's  firft  object,  upon  his  arrival  in  Spain,  was  to  preferve  this 
place  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  For  this  purpofe,  he  de- 
tached eleven  cohorts  under  the  command  of  L.  Julius  Pacisecus,  with 
orders,  if  poffible,  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  town.  The  night, 
in  which  they  marched  for  this  purpofe,  being  ftormy  and  dark„ 
they  paffed  the  firft  pofts  of  the  befiegers  unnoticed.  When  near 
the  gates,  they  were  challenged  j  but  the  officer  who  led  the  van, 

;    "4  Hirtius  de  Bell.  Hifp,  '    M  App.  de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  ii.  or  as  Strabo 

S!  Dio  Cafl".  ibid.  c.31.  writes,  at  Obalio,  lib,  iii,  p.  160. 

D  2  having 


so  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

BOOK  having  anfwered  in  a  low  voice,  that  they  were  a  detachment  or*- 
^— — v— — i  dered  to  the  foot  of  the  wall  in-,  fearch.  of  fome  entry,  by  which,  mil- 
der the  cover  of  the  night,  they  might  iurprife  the  garrifon,  they 
were  fuffered  to  pafs ;  and  prefenting  themfelves  at  one  of  the  gates, 
upon  a  fignal  that  had  been  agreed  upon,  they  were,  admitted  into 
the  town. 

While  Ca?far  thus  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Ulia, .  he  himfelf,  to 
make  a  diverlion  in  their  favour,  marched  up  to  Corduba,  cut  off  a 
party  that  had  been  fent  from  thence  to  obferve.  his  motions,,  and 
threatened  the  town  with  a  fiege.  Sextus,  who  was  in  the  place,  be- 
ing .alarmed,  fent  preffing  reprefentations  to.  his  brother,.who  accord- 
ingly abandoned  his  lines  before  Ulia,  and  marched  to  his  relief. 
Both  armies  encamped  on  the  Guadalquivir  ri .  The  parties  that  were 
fent  forward  by  them  to  fcour  the  country,  or  to  cover  their  quar- 
ters, were  engaged  in  daily  fkirmiiOb.es.  But  the  two  brothers  being  in 
poffeflion  of  the  principal  ftations,  and  in  condition  to  protract  the 
war,  continued  to  act  on  the  defenli've.  Csefar,  on  his  part,  made 
fome  movements  in  order  to  diiconcert  them,  and  to  find,  if  poffible, 
an  opportunity  of  coming- to  action ;  but  the  country  being  hilly, 
and  the  towns  generally  built  upon  heights,  every  where  furnifhed 
ftrong  pofts  for  the  enemy,  and  prevented  his  making  any  -progrefs. 
C.  J.  Czefar,  The  winter  at  the  fame  time  approached,  and  expofed  his  army  to  con- 

Di^t*  2 tio 

M.  E.^Le-      fiderable  hardfhips  from  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  and  from  the  fcar- 
M.e!  Cotr.     c*ty  °f  provifions.     Under    thefe  disadvantages,    he  undertook  the 
U.  C.  708.      fiege  of  Allegua,  and  on   the  twentieth  of  February,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  refiftance,  obliged  that  town  to  furrender  **. 

Our  accounts  of  thefe  operations,  which  are  afcribed  to  HirtiuS, 
and  which,  with  his  other  performances,  are  annexed  to  Csefar's  Com- 
mentaries, being  lefs  perfect  than  other  parts  of  the  collection,  all  we 

*7  The  Bcstis.  aS  Hirtius  de  Bell.  Hifp. 

can 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC,  2E 

can  diftindtly  learn  from  them   is,  that  after  a  variety  of  different    c  u  A  p* 
movements,  which  gave  rife  to  frequent  fkirmilhes,  the  armies   in 
the  month  of  March  came  to  encamp  in  the  plain  of  Munda,  about 
five  miles  from  each  other;   that  Csefar  was  about  to  leave  his   fta-- 
tion,  when  in  the  morning  of  his  intended  departure,  he  had  intel- 
ligence, that  the  enemy- had  been  under  arms  from  the-  middle  of  the 
preceding  night,  and  were   meditating   fome  attempt  on  his  camp,. 
This  intelligence  was  followed  by  the   fudden  appearance  of  their. 
army  on  fome  elevated  grounds  near  the  town  of  Munda  ;  but  as  they 
{hewed' no  difpofition  to  come  into  the  plain, .  C^far,  after  fome  he- - 
fitation,  .advanced  to  attack  them.. 

In  the  army  of  Pompey,  together  with  the  flower  of  a  warlike  peo- 
ple, the  natives  of  Spain,  were  affembled  many  veterans  of  the  Ro- 
man legions,  inured  to  blood  ;  many  Roman  citizens  of  rank,  now: 
pufhed  to  defpair,  or  warned,  by  the- fate  of  their  party  at  Thapfus,: 
not  to  expect  fafety  from  the  merry  of  a  victorious  enemy,  and  not- 
to  have  any  hopes,  but  in  their  fwords.  Under  thefe  impreffions,' 
they  waited  for  Casfar's  approach  with  a  proper  countenance,  and  on> 
the  firft  onfet  repulied  and  put  to  flight  the  troops  by  whom  they 
were  attacked.  In  this  extremity,.  Caefar  ran  into  the  ranks  of  his- 
own  men  ;  hid,,  they  were,  delivering  him  over, to  boys  ;  laid  hold  of 
a  fword  and  a  fhield,  and  calling  out  that  this  then  JJjoidd  be  the  lajli 
day  of  his  life,  and  of  their  fervices,  took  a  place  in  the  ranks  as  a 
mere  legionary  foldier.  In  this  manner  he  renewed  the  action,  and- 
being  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  animating  his  men  with  the  example 
of  his  own  peribnal-  valour,  committed  his  fortune  and  his  life  to  the: 
decifion  of  a.coaieft,  in  which  his  ability  as  an  officer  could  no.  • 
longer  have  any  (hare  ;  but  while  thei  event  was  full  in  fufpence,' 
Bogud,  an  African,  commanding  a  body  of  horfe  in  his  fervice,  hav- 
ing made  an  attempt  to  pierce  into  Tourney's  camp,  drew  Labienus  . 
from  his  poft  in  the  field  to  cc-.  er  it*     This  accident  turned  the  for- 

tuns 
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BOOK  tune  of  the  day.  The  troops,  who  till  then  valiantly  fuftained 
Caefar's  attack,  believing  that  Labienus  deferted  them,  inftantly  fled 
in  diforder.  The  flaughter  from  thence  forward  turned  as  ufual  in- 
•tirely  againft  thole  who  fled.  Thirty  thoufand  fell  upon  the  field, 
and  among  them  three  thoufand  Roman  citizens  of  high  condition, 
with  Lsbienus  and  Attius  Varus  at  their  head.  Seventeen  officers 
of  rank  were  taken,  with  thirteen  Roman  eagles  or  legionary 
standards. 

Caefar  acknowledged,  that  having  on  other  occafions  fought  for 
victory,  he  had  now  been  obliged  to  fight  for  his  life.  He  had  a 
thoufand  men  killed,  and  five  hundred  wounded,  before  the  enemy  gave 
way.  Part  of  the  vanquilhed  army  retired  into  the  town  of  Munda, 
part  into  the  camp,  and  in  their  refpettive  pofts  prepared  to  defend 
themfelves  to  the  lafi  extremity.  Cxfar,  on  the  approach  of  night, 
took  pofleffion  of  all  the  avenues  by  which  either  might  efcape;  and 
it  is  faid,  that  the  troops  he  employed  in  this  fervice,  inftead  of 
traverfes  of  earth  or  ftone  to  obftruct  the  highways,  raifed  up  mounds 
■of  the  dead  bodies. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  Cxfar,  having  left  the 
town  of  Munda  in  this  manner  blocked  up  or  inverted,  fet  out  for 
Corduba,  which  Sextus,  the  younger  of  the  two  brothers,  upon  the 
news  of  the  battle,  had  already  abandoned. 

Cnanis,  on  feeing  the  rout  of  his  own  army,  fled  with  a  fmall 
party  of  horfe  on  the  road  to  Carteia  ".  Here  he  had  collected  mod 
of  his  flapping  and  naval  ftores  ;  but  the  news  of  his  defeat  having 
arrived  before  him,  the  people  were  divided  in  their  inclinations. 
Part  had  already  fent  a  deputation  with  an  offer  of  their  fervices  to 
Caefar ;  part  ftill  adhered  to  the  family  of  Pompey,  and  from  thefe 
-oppofite  difpofitions  had  proceeded  to  actual  violence  and  bloodfhed 

48  Now  Gibraltar, 

in 
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in  the  ftreets.  Pompey  himfelf  was  wounded  in  one  of  their  fcuffles, 
and  expe&ing  no  fafety  in  a  place,  in  which  fo  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants had  declared  againfl  him,  he  took  fhip,  and  put  to  fea  with 
thirty  galleys.  He  was  purfued  by  Didius,  who  commanded  Cicfar's 
fquadron  at  Gades  ;  and  being  obliged  in  a  few  days  to  flop  for  a 
fupply  of  water,  of  which  he  had  been  ill  provided  at  his  fudden  de- 
parture from  Carteia,  he  was  overtaken,  moftof  his  fhips  deflroyed, 
and  he  himfelf  obliged  to  feek  for  fafety  on  fhore.  Soon  after  he 
landed,  he  difmiffed  his  attendants,  or  was  deferted  by  them  ;  and 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  though  greatly  weakened 
by  his  wounds  and  lofs  of  blood,  he  continued  to  defend  himfelf, 
until  he  was  overpowered  and  flain.  His  head,  according  to  the 
barbarous  cuftom  of  the  times,  was  fent  to  the  conqueror,  and  ex- 
pofed  at  Hifpalis. 

In  the  preceding  tranfa£lions  of  the  war, ,  every  circumftance  con- 
tributed to  the  fall  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  fuccefs  of  Cxfar.  In 
the  very  outfet  of  the  conteft,  half  the  nobility,,  ruined  by  prodiga- 
lity and  extravagance,  had  been  defirous  of  anarchy  and  confufion. 
Citizens  high  in  civil  rank,  and  with  fortunes  intire,  were  generally 
glad  to  forego  their  political  confequence  in  exchange  for  eafe  and 
fafety.  Even  the  arms  which  fhould  have  prote&ed  the  common- 
wealth, were  in  the  hands  of  mere  foldiers  of  fortune,  who  were  in- 
clined to  favour  that  fide  from  which  they  looked  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  military  government ;  they  fought  to  procure  great  power 
and  eftates  for  themfelves,  not  to  preferve  laws  which  gave  property. 
and  the  fecurity  of  wealth  to  others.  Many  of  the  Senators  indeed 
perceived  the  impending  ruin,  and  were  prevailed  upon  to  make 
fome  efforts  for  the  prelervation  of  the  ftate,  but  on  moft  occasions 
too  haftily  defpaired  of  their  caufe.  It  was  not  thought  honourable 
or  fafe  for  a  citizen  to  furvive  his  freedom.  Upon  this  principle, 
4  the 
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the  friends  of  the  republic,  while  they  efcaped  from  the  enemy,  pe« 
-rimed  by  their  own   hands. 

Soon  after  the  aSion  at  Munda,  Scapula,  one  of  the  officers  lately 
at  the  head  of  the  republican  party  in  Spain,  turned  the  practice  of 
iuicide  into  a  kind  of  farce.  Having  retired  to  Corduba  from  the 
■field  of  battle,  he  ordered  a  magnificent  pile  of  wood  to  be  raifed  and 
covered  with  carpets ;  and  having  given  an  elegant  entertainment, 
■and  diftributed  his  money  among  his  attendants  and  fervants,  he 
mounted  to  the  top  of  this  fabric,  and  while  one  fervant  pierced  the 
anafter  with  his  fword,  another  fet  fire  to  the  pile.  Thus  the  victories 
of  Cxfarwere  completed  by  his  enemies  ;  and  while  he  gained  a  frefh. 
ftep  at  every  encounter,  they  who  oppofed  him  went  headlong,  and 
-abandoned  their  country  to  its  ruin. 

The  province  of  Spain,  under  a  proper  conduct  of  its  force  and 
refources,  if  it  had  not  been  able  to  (top  at  once  the  career  of  Cxfar's 
victories,  was  furely  fufficient  to  have  given  him  more  trouble  than 
any  other  part  of  the  empire.  Its  natives  brave,  and  addicted  to 
war,  were  inferior  to  the  Romans  only  in  policy  and  difcipline.  They 
had  been  averfe  to  the  party  of  Cwfar,  and  would  not,  even  in  its 
higheft  profperity,  prefer  it  to  the  caufe  they  had  originally  efpoufech 
•Being  mixed  with  the  remains  of  Roman  armies  which  had  been 
broken  and  difperfed  in  the  field,  they  ftill  maintained  every  place  of 
■defence  againft  the  conqueror;  and,  within  the  walls  of  cities  to  which 
they  retired,  defended  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Casfar,  having  been  employed  part  of  the  fpring  and  the -following 
fummer  in  fubduing  this  fcattered  enemy,  prepared  to  leave  the  pro- 
vince. He  arTembled  the  principal  inhabitants  at  HifpalLs ;  and 
having  upbraided  them  with  their  animofity  to  himfelf  and  to  the 
-Roman  1  eople,  he   put  them  in  mind  of  his  early  connection  with 

b:  country,  as  Qna?ftor  and  as  Prator,  and  of  his  repeated  good 

t-  -offices 
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offices  in  the  capacity  of  Senator  and  magiftrate  ;  having  made  CHAP, 
a  proper  eftablifhment  for  the  government  of  the  province,  he  fet  '  »  ■  ' 
out  for  Italy  *%  and  arrived  at  Rome  in  October  3°.  Although  it  was 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  former  ages  to  admit  of  triumphs  where 
the  vanquished  were  feilow- citizens,  he  took  a  triumph  for  his  late 
victory  at  Munda  ;  and  the  more  to  amufe  the  People  who,  whatever 
be  the  occafion,  are  captivated  with  fuch  exhibitions,  he  appointed 
feparate  triumphs,  on  the  fame  account,  to  Q^Fabius  MaximuS,  and 
to  Didius,  who  had  acted  under  him  in  that  fervice. 

Thefe  triumphs,  over  the  fuppofed  laft  defenders  of  the  public  liberty, 
and  over  the  periihing  remains  of  the  family  of  Pompey,  fo  long  re- 
fpected  at  Rome,  inftead  of  the  feftivity  which  they  were  intended  to 
infpire,  where  attended  with  many  figns  of  dejection.  But  none  took 
upon  him  to  cenfure,  or  was  qualified  to  item,  the  torrent  of  fervility 
by  which  all  orders  of  men  were  carried.  The  fame  fucceflion  of  games 
and  entertainments  were  ordered  as  in  the  former  year.  The  Senate 
and  People  indeed  had  no  longer  any  conceffions  to  be  added  to  thofe 
already  made  to  the  conqueror,  and  it  was  difficult  to  refine  on  the 
language  of  adulation,  which  they  had  fo  amply  employed  in  former 
decrees  ;  but  fomething  to  diftinguifh  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
to  fhow  the  ardour  of  fome  to  pay  their  court,  and  to  difguife  the 
difcontent  and  the  forrow  of  others,  was  thought  necefTary  on  the 
prefent  occafion.  A  thankfgiving  was  appointed,  and  ordered  to 
continue  for  fifty  days.  The  anniverfary  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
the  day  on  which  the  news  of  the  victory  at  Munda  was  received  at 
Rome,  was  ordered  to  be  for  ever  celebrated  with  games  of  the 

19  Antony  had  fet  out  from  Rome  to  meet  turned  under  the  furprife  of  an  order  given 

Casfar  ;  but  to  the  great  furprite  and  alarm  by  Cifar  t  1  oblige  him  to  pay  for  houfes,  &c. 

©f    every    body,    returned    unexpc&ediy    to  bought    at     Pompey's     fate.       Cicer.    Phil. 

Rome.     Cicero  ad  Att.  xii.  18.  ii.  29     Ibid.  xxxi.  29. 

It  was  known  afterwards,  jhat  Antony  re-         3°  Velleius  Paterculus. 

Vol.  II L  E  circus. 
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circus  %  Even  they  who  felt  a  fecret  indignation  at  the  elevation  of 
a  fingle  perfon  to  act  as  lord  of  the  commonwealth,  concurred,  in 
appearance,  with  thefe  refolutions  in  honour  of  Caefar  3\  They 
thought  that  the  full  cup  was  moft  likely  to  naufeate,  and  that  extreme 
provocation  was  moft  likely  to  roufe,  the  fpirits  of  free  men,  if  any 
yet  remained. 

In  the  conceffions  which  were  made  to  Csefar,  whether  fuggefted 
by  his  friends  or  by  his  enemies,  there  was  no  attempt  to  preferve 
any  appearance  of  the  republic,  or  to  veil  the  prefent  ufurpation,. 
The  Senate,  in  prefenting  their  feveral  decrees,  waited  upon  him  in 
a  body  as  fubjects  to  acknowledge  their  fovereign  ;  were  received  by 
him  on  his  chair  of  ftate,  and  in  all  the  form  of  a  royal  ceremony, 
ftretching  forth  his  hand  to  each  as  they  approached.  While  he  car- 
ried the  external  ihow  of  his  elevation  to  this  height,  Pontius  Acquila, 
one  of  the  Tribunes,  being  feated  in  the  exercife  of  his  office,  had 
fuffered  him,  in  one  of  his  proceffions,  to  pafs,  without  rifing  from 
his  place.  This  he  greatly  refented.  "  Muft  I,"  he  faid  to  thole 
who  attended  him,  "  refign  the  government  to  this  Tribune  ?"  And 
for  fome  days,  in  granting  requefts  or  petitions,  he  affected  to  guard 
his  anfwers  ironically,  by  faying,  "  Provided  that  Pontius  Acquila 
M  will  permit  "."  The  Confulate  was  offered  to  him  for  ten  years, 
but  he  declined  it,  as  he  deftined  this  and  the  other  offices  of  State  for 
the  gratification  of  his  friends.  He  himfelf  had  affumed  the  title  of 
Conful  in  his  late  triumph,  and  immediately  after  refigned  it  to  Q^Fa- 
bius  Maximus. 

Such,  from  henceforward,  was  to  be  the  manner  of  conferring  ho- 
nours under  the  monarchy  of  Rome.  Families  had  become  noble 
in  confequence  of  being  admitted  into  the  Senate,  or  in  confequence 
of  having  borne  any  of  the  higher  offices  of  State,,  fuch  as  that  of. 

31  Dio.  Caffius.  3*  Plutarch,  in  Csf.  'J  Sueton.  in  Cxf.  c.  78, 

Conful 
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Conful  or  Praetor.  Inftead  of  titles,  they  recited  the  names  of  an-  CHAP, 
ceftors  who  had  been  in  thefe  offices,  and  inftead  of  enfigns  armo-  *  -.-  .j 
rial,  erected  the  effigies  or  images  of  fuch  anceftors.  Csefar,  that  he 
might  have  more  frequent  opportunities  to  gratify  his  retainers,  paid 
no  regard  to  the  cuftomary  eftablifhment  of  the  Senate,  and  increafed 
its  numbers  at  pleafure,  by  inferring  in  the  rolls  perfons  of  every 
defcription,  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred.  He  augmented  the 
number  of  Praetors  to  fourteen,  and  that  of  Quaeftors  to  forty  ;  and 
•even,  without  requiring  that  his  friends  mould  pafs  through  thefe 
offices,  rewarded  them  at  pleafure  with  the  titular  honours  of  Con- 
fular,  Praetorian,  Patrician,  &c.  *H ;  and  extended  his  munificence 
likewife  to  the  provinces,  by  admitting  aliens  feparately,  or  in  col- 
lective bodies,  to  the  privilege  or  appellation  of  Roman  citizens. 

In  the  midft  of  appearances,  which  feemed  to  throw  a  ridicule  on 
the  anrient  forms  of  the  republic,  as  well  as  to  fubftitute  a  military 
government  in  their  (lead,  Csefar  named  himfelf,  together  with  Mark 
Antony,  as  Confuls  for  the  following  year.  This  compliment  paid 
to  the  civil  eftablifhment,  by  condefcending  to  bear  the  name  of  legal 
office,  though  very  illegally  aflumed,  flattered  the  citizens  with  hopes 
that  he  meant  to  govern  under  fome  form  of  a  republic  3\  Nothing, 
however,  followed  from  thefe  appearances ;  the  ftate  which  he  af- 
fected, his  drefs,  his  laurel  wreath,  the  colour  and  height  of  his 
bufkins,  the  very  feal  which  he  chofe  to  make  ufe  of,  being  the  im- 
preffion  of  a  Venus  armed,  in  oftentation  of  his  fuppofed  celeftial 
extraction ;  the  numerous  guards  and  retinue,  exceeding  two  thou- 
fand  men,  with  which  he  was  conftantly  attended  3S ;  the  fatisfaftion 
with  which  he  feemed  to  receive  the  forced  fervility  of  thofe  whom 
his  fword  had  fubdued,  betrayed  a  mind  which,  though  poflefled  of 
Tealfuperiority,  had  not  fufficient  elevation  to  difdain  the  falfe  appear- 
ances of  it. 

*♦  Dio.  Caff,  lib.xliii.  c.  47. 


35  Appian. 

36  Cicer.  ad  Att.  lib.  xiii.  ep.  52. 
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£  O^O  K  On  the  Lift  day  of  the  year,  Q^Fabius  Maximus,  who  had  been  a 
<- — *-— j  few  months  Conful,  died  before  he  had  vacated  the  office  ;  and  about 
noon  of  the  fame  day,  Csefar,  who  had  affembled  the  Tribes,  ordered 
them  to  take  the  form  of  the  Centuries,  and  to  elect  Caninius  Conful 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Plutarch  fays,  That  Cicero  exhorted 
the  People  to  be  fpeedy  in  paying  their  court  to  this  new  Conful: 
"  for  this  magiftrate  may  be  out  of  office  before  we  can  reach  him." 
Cicero  himfelf,  referring  to  this  farcical  election,  writes  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  his  friends,  "  We  have  had  a  Confulate,  during  which  no 
"  one  either  ate  or  drank,  and  yet  nothing  extraordinary  happened; 
"  for  fo  great  was  the  vigilance  of  this  officer,  that  he  never  flept  all 
"  the  time  he  was  in  office.  You  may  laugh  at  thefe  things,"  he 
fays  ;   "  but  if  you  were  here,  you  would  cry  "." 

c'  jC'cs(ar,        0n  the  fonowIng  day>  Caefar,  with  all  the  powers  and  enfigns  of 
Dift.  4to.  _     Dictator,  took  poffeffion  of  the  Confulate  in  conjunction   with  An- 

M.  E.  Lepi-  _  J 

dus,  M.E.C.  tony.     He  intended,  after  having  held  this  office  for  a  few  days  in  his 

O&avius,  _  _         .     . 

Mag.  Eq.       own  perion,  to  relign  it  m  favour  of  Dolabella,  though  a  young  man, 
us^alvTu"1"  fti11  f^  &ort  of  the   legal  age.      The  execution  of  this   intention, 
7efig.  however,  was  fome  time  delayed  at  the  requeft   of  Mark  Antony, 
who,  being  jealous  of  Dolabella,  endeavoured  to  obftruct  his  pre- 
ferment. 

Cazfar  himfelf  pafled  the  winter  in  affiduous  application  to  civil 
affairs,  and  in  forming  projects  to  embellifh  the  capital,  and  to  ag- 
grandife  the  empire.  He  made  fome  regulations  for  the  better  go- 
vernment of  the  city.  Under  this  title  may  be  reckoned  his  prohi- 
biting the  ufe  of  litters,  of  purple,  and  of  pearls,  except  to  perfons 
of  a  certain  rank,  and  to  them  only  at  great  feftivals,  and  on  re- 

37  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  vii.  ep.  30.    Ita  Confulatu  fomnum  non  viderit.     Hsectibiri- 

Caninio   Confide    fcito,    nemine   prandifTe.  dicula    videntur :    non  enim  adis.     Quae  fi. 

Nihil    tamen^  eo  Confule  mali  faftum  eft.  videris  Iachrymas  non  teneres. 
Fuit  enim  mirifica  vigilantia  qui    toto  fuo. 

markable 


in  fequentem 
annum 
natus  non 
iniit. 


OF  THE  ROMAN   REPUBLIC  «<> 

markable  occafions  ;  together  with  his  reviving  the  antient  lump-  CHAP; 
tuary  laws  refpe&ing  the  expence  of  the  table.  For  the  better  ex-  *<•*••  ■■', 
ecution  of  thefe  laws,  he  appointed  infpe&ors  of  the  markets,  with 
orders  to  feize  all  illicit  articles  of  provifion  ;  and  if  any  thing  of  this 
fort  were  known  to  efcape  the  infpectors,  he  fent  officers  to  feize  them 
from  the  tables  on  which  they  were  ferved.  To  check  the  luxury  of 
the  times  in  other  articles,  he  impofed  duties  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  commodities. 

Under  the  ordinary  pretence,  that  the  laws  were  become  too  vo- 
luminous, he  ordered  them  to  be  digefted  into  a  code,  with  a  view 
to  fimplify  and  to  reduce  them  into  a  narrower  compafs  ;  in  this- 
meafure  attempting  a  reformation  which  mankind,  in  certain  fitua— 
t'tons,  generally  wifh  for,  but  which  no  man  can  accomplifh  without' 
the  poffeffion  of  abfolute  power. 

In  the  fame  fpirit  of  defpotical  government,  with  which  Casfar 
abridged  the  laws,  he  acted  at  once  as  legiflator  and  as  a  judge.  A3, 
instances  of  his  feverity  in  the  latter  capacity,  it  is  mentioned,  that  he. 
annulled  a  marriage,  becaufe  it  had  been  contracted  no  more  than 
two  days  after  the  woman  had  parted  from  a  former  hufband  ;  and 
to  this  he  joined  his  punifhing  Senators  for  extortion  in  the  provinces,, 
by  expulfion  from  the  Senate. 

His  mind,  at  the  fame  time,  entertained  projects  of  great  variety 
and  extent.     To  drain  the  great  marfhes  which  rendered  the  air  fo 
unhealthy,  and  fo  much  land  unferviceable  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rome  ;  to  cut  acrofs  the  ifthmus   of  Corinth,  to   erect   moles, .  and. 
form  harbours  on  the  coaft  of  Italy ;  to  make  highways  acrofs  the . 
Apennines ;  to  build  a  new  theatre  that  mould  exceed  that  of  Pom- 
pey  ;  to  erect  public  libraries,  and  make  a  navigable  canal  from  the 
Anio  and  the  Tiber  to  the  fea  at  Teracina  j  to  build,  a  magnificent 
temple  to  Mars.     Thefe  projects  are  juftly  mentioned  as  meritorious. 
ki  the  fovereign  of  a  great  empire  ; .  and  it  muft  be  confefled,  that 

power 
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*fc  o  o  K    power  would  be  but  a  wretched  poflefiion,  if  there  were  not  fome- 
thing  of  this  fort  to  be  done  after  the  toils  of  ambition  were  over. 

The  meafure  which  of  all  others  contributed  moft  to  the  honour 
of  Casfar,  did  we  fuppofe  him  intitled  to  the  powers  he  affumed,  was 
the  general  indemnity  which  he  granted  to  all  who  had  oppofed  him. 
Some  he  even  employed  in  the  adminiftration  of  government,  and 
promoted  in  the  State.  He  placed  Caius  Caffius  and  Marcus  Brutus, 
for  this  year,  on  the  lift  of  Prastors,  and  entrufted  them  with  the 
higher  jurifdiction  of  the  city.  To  the  widows  of  many  who  died 
in  oppofition  to  himfelf,  he  reftored  their  portions,  and  gave  their 
children  part  of  their  patrimony  38.  He  replaced  the  ftatues  of  Sylla 
and  of  Pompey,  which  the  populace,  in  flattery  to  himfelf,  had 
thrown  down  ;  "  and  by  this  means,"  fays  Cicero,  "  he  firmly  efta- 
"  blifhed  his  own." 

It  appeared,  on  many  occafions,  that  Caefar  meant  to  contraft  his 
own  conduct  with  that  of  Sylla 39;  -his  own  clemency  with  the  bloody 
executions  performed  by  the  other.  The  comparifon,  no  doubt,  is 
curious,  and  muft  occur  to  every  perfon  who  reads  their  ftory. 
Sylla  had  been  excited,  by  extreme  provocations,  to  turn  his  arms 
againft  a  party  in  poffeffion  of  the  capital,  and  he  drew  his  fword  to 
punifh  injuries  done  no  lefs  to  the  republic  than  to  himfelf.  While 
he  was  mafter  of  the  State,  he  acted  indeed  like  a  perfon  who  did 
not  care  how  odious  he  rendered  defpotical  power,  for  he  did  not 
mean  to  retain  it.  But  he  mixed,  with  the  refentment  of  a  perfonal 
enemy,  the  high  views  of  a  noble  citizen,  who  propofed  to  reform 
the  State  by  clearing  it  of  many  corrupted  and  dangerous  members. 
When  he  had  accomplished  this  purpofe,  he  difdained  the  pageantry 

2*  Sueton.    Dio.  lib.  xliii.  turus  non  fum.     H^e  nova  fit  ratio  vincendi, 

39  Quonium  reliqui  crudelitate  odium  ef-  ut  mifericordia  ct  liberalitate  nos  muniamus. 

fiigere  non  potuerunt  neque  vi&oriam  diutius  Cicer.  ad  Att.  lib.  ix.  ep.  7. 

"ienere,  prater  unum  L.  Syllam  qucm  imita- 
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of  high  Marion,  was  above  receiving  the  adulation  which  proceeds  C  H  A  P» 
from  fervility,  or  wifhing  to  enjoy  a  continual  precedence  in  the 
management  of  affairs,  which  requires  no  extraordinary  capacity. 
Embarked  by  fortune  on  a  tempefluous  fea,  when  he  had  conducted 
the  veffel  fafe  into  port,  he  quitted  the  helm  ;  and  after  having  been 
mafter,  was  not  afraid  to  place  himfelf  among  his  countrymen  as  a 
fellow-citizen  ;  and  in  this  date  of  equality  his  greatnefs  of  mind 
fecured  to  him  a  diflinction,  which  no  degree  of  precedency,  and  no= 
meafure  of  prerogative,  could  have  bellowed. 

To  this  character  that  of  Caafar,  in  many  particulars,  may  be  fairly 
confidered  as  a  contrail.  He  himfelf  had  flirred  up  the  diforders- 
which  produced  the  civil  war  in  which  he  engaged.  He  had  no  in- 
juries either  public  or  private  to  refent ;  his  affected  clemency,  in 
fparing  a  few  captives,  in  the  beginning  or  in  the  courfe  of  his  ope- 
rations, was  belied  by  the  wantonnefs  with  which  he  entered  on  a 
war,  in  which  the  blood  of  many  thoufands-  of  his  fellow-citizens  was 
to  be  unneceffarily  fhed4°.  If  he  had  been  reluctant  in  the  fhedding 
of  blood,  his  mercy  would  have  appeared,  in  avoiding  fo  deflructive 
a  conteft,  not  in  oflentatioufly  fparing  a  few  of  the  many  whofe  lives 
his  wanton  ambition  brought  into  hazard.  His  clemency  mould  have 
appeared  at  the  Rubicon,  not  at  Corfinium ;  in  leaving  his  country 
to  enjoy  its  liberties,  not  merely  in  fparing  thole  whom  no  man  in 
his  fenfes  would  deflroy,  a  people  who  were  willing  to  fubmit,  and 
whom  he  defired  to  govern. 

Casfar  ufed  to  ridicule  the  refignation  of  Sylla  as  an  act  of  imbe- 
cility *',  and  was  himfelf  fond  of  precedence  as  well  as  of  power.  The 
degree  of  vanity  which  he  is  faid  to  have  indulged,  in  accepting  the 
frivolous  honours  which  were  now  conferred  upon  him  by  acts  of 
;he  Senate,  is  indeed  fcarcely  credible.     Among  thefe  is  mentioned  a, 

40  It  is  faid  that  400,000  Romans  perifhed        **  Syllam  nefciffe  Iiteras  qui   di&aturam 
in  tkis  contefL  depofuerit.     Sueton.  in  Jul.  C«f.  lib.  lxxvii. 
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B  OO  K.  decree  that  he  fhould  have  precedency  of  all  magiftrates,  and  the 
w— y — ~j  privilege  of  being  always  drefled  in  the  triumphal  robes ;  of  having 
a  gilded  chair  of  Hate,  and  a  place  of  diftinttion  at  all  the  public 
games  ;  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  depoiit  a  fuit  of  armour  in  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Feretrius,  an  honour  appropriated  to  thofe  who, 
like  Romulus,  had  killed,  with  their  own  hands,  a  leader  of  the 
enemy ;  that  his  lienors  fhould  have  their  fafces  always  bound  with 
laurel ;  that  himfelf,  in  coming  from  the  Latin  feftivals,  fhould  enter 
the  city  on  horfeback  ;  that  he  fhould  have  the  title  of  Father  of  his 
Country,  and  be  fo  defigned  on  the  coins ;  that  the  anniverfary  of 
his  birth-day  fhould  be  kept  as  a  feftival ;  that  ftatues  fhould  be 
creeled  to  him  in  all  the  towns  of  Italy,  and  in  the  temples  of  the 
city  ;  that  the  ftatues,  without  any  confideration  of  his  titles  to  thefe 
honours,  fhould  be  adorned  with  the  civic  and  obfidionary  crowns ; 
the  firft  a  badge  worn  by  thofe  who  had  faved  a  fellow-citizen  in 
battle_,  the  fecond  by  thofe  who  had  delivered  the  city  itfelf  from  a 
fiege  **. 

The  Senate  and  People  obferving,  that  thefe  diftinctions  were 
agreeable  to  Casfar,  fubjoined,  that  his  robe  fhould  be  cut  in  imitation 
of  that  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Rome  ;  that  he  fhould  have  an  efcort 
of  Knights  and  Senators  ;  that  it  fhould  be  permitted  to  fwear  by  his 
deftiny  ;  that  all  his  decrees,  without  exception,  fhould  be  ratified ; 
that,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  a  feftival  fhould  be  held  in  honour  of 
him,  as  of  a  perfon  of  divine  extraction  ;  that  an  additional  college 
of  Priefts  fhould  be  eftablifhed  to  perform  the  rites  which  were  infti- 
tuted  for  that  occafion ;  that,  in  all  gladiatorian  fports,  whether  at 
Rome  or  in  the  provincial  towns,  one  day  fhould  be  dedicated  to 
him  ;  that  a  crown  of  gold,  fet  with  gems,  like  thofe  of  the  Gods, 
fhould  be  carried  before  him  into  the  Circus,  attended  with  a  thenfus 
or  car  like  that  on  which  the  idols  of  the  Gods  were  carried  j  that  he 

41  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  4. 
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ihould  have  the  title  of  Julian  Jove,  have  a  temple  erected  for  him- 
felf,  in  conjunction  with  the  Goddefs  of  Clemency  ;  and,  to  complete 
the  ridicule  of  thefe  inititutions,  that  Mark  Antony  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed the  prieft  of  this  facred  fane  "3. 

From  thefe  particulars,  which,  to  characterife  the  ambition  of 
the  perfon  to  whom  they  refer,  and  the  manners  of  the  age,  are 
feledted  from  thofe  mentioned  by  the  original  hiftorian*4,  it  was 
no  longer  to  be  doubted,  that  Csfar  wilhed  to  eftablifh  a  mo- 
narchy on  the  ruins  of  the  republic.  He  himfelf  was  extremely 
artogant  in  his  behaviour,  and  fo  unguarded  in  his  expreffions,  as  to  fay, 
That  the  republic  was  but  a  name,  that  his  words  ihould  be  care- 
fully obferved,  for  that  he  meant  every  word  fhould  have  the  force  of 
a  law. 

To  fo  much  arrogance  and  affectation  of  kingly  fiate,  joined  to  ab- 
folute  power,  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  title  of  King.  This  Cxfar 
himfelf  evidently  appeared  to  have  the  vanity  to  defire.  His  retainers 
and  flatterers,  on  different  occafions,  endeavoured  to  furprife  the  People 
into  a  conceffion  of  it ;  but  notwithftanding  the  powers  of  Sovereign, 
which  he  exercifed  without  controul,  and  the  honours  of  Divinity, 
which  were  decreed  to  him  by  general  confent,  his  influence  was  not 
fufficient  to  reconcile  the  Roman  People  to  the  name  of  King.  One 
of  his  emiffaries,  willing  to  fugged  the  propriety  of  beftowing.  this 
title,  or  to  infmuate  Cxfar's  purpofe  of  affirming  it,  had  bound  the 
head  of  one  of  his  ftatues  with  a  royal  fillet.  The  Tribunes  Marullus 
and  Cxfetius,  affecting  great  zeal  for  the  honour  of  Casfar,  as  well  as 
for  the  majefly  of  the  Roman  State,  made  inquiry  after  the  author  of 
an  infinuation  fo  derogatory  to  both ;  and  receiving  information  of 
the  guilty  perfon,  in  order  to  check  fuch  infinuations  for  the  fu- 
ture, fent  him  to  prifon.  This  officious  interpofirion  of  the  Tribunes, 
though  pretending  to  vindicate  Casfar  himfelf  from  fo  odious  anim- 

*3  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  6.  ++  Ibid. 

Vol.  III.  F  putation, 
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BOOK  putation,  he  received  with  marks  of  difpleafure ;  and  hearing  thefe 
officers  extolled  as  the  reftorers  of  the  public  liberty  with  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Bruti)  "  Brutes  indeed,"  he  faid  they  were ;  but  took 
no  farther  notice  of  the  matter. 

Soon  after  this  incident,  fome  one,  or  a  few  in  the  alterably  of  the 
People,  faluted  him  with  the  title  of  King.  But  on  hearing,  inftead  of 
acclamations,  a  general  murmur  of  diflike,  he  filenced  this  unfeafbn- 
able  piece  of  flattery,  faying,  That  his  name  was  Cafar,  and  not 
King;.  Here  too  the  Tribunes  again  interpofed ,  and  raifed  profecutions 
againft  the  authors  of  fuch  treafonable  expreffions.  But  in  this  in- 
ftance  Cxfar  loft  his  patience,  and  complained  in  the  Senate,  that 
factious  men,  under  the  pretence  of  difcharging  the  public  office  of 
magiftracy,  propagated  infmuations  injurious  to  his  character,  and 
tending  to  alarm  the  People  with  falfe  apprehenfions.  Such  offences, 
he  faid,  merit  capital  punifhment;  but  he  mould  be  fatisfied  with 
degradation  from  their  office.  This  fentence  was  accordingly  in- 
flicted ;  and  from  thenceforward  it  was  not  doubted,  that  Cxfar 
afpired  to  the  title,  as  well  as  the  power  of  a  monarch. 

This  opinion  was  ftill  farther  confirmed,  when,  on  the  fixteenth 
of  February  45,  at  the  Liipercalia  (a  feftival,  which  being  continued 
down  from  barbarous  ages,  ferved  as  a  monument  of  primjeval  fim- 
plicity  and  rudenefs),  the  fame  piece  of  flattery,  in  making  tender 
of  a  crown,  was  renewed  by  Antony,  then  in  the  office  of  Conful, 
and  the  chief  confident   of  Cxfar. 

It  was  the  cuftom  in  this  feftival  of  the  Lupercalia,  for  the  firft 
officers  of  State,  and  the  firft  of  the  Nobles,  to  prefent  themfelves  naked 
in  the  ftreets,  carrying  thongs  of  undreffed  hide,  with  which  they 
ran  through  the  crowd,  and  ftruck  at  thofe  who  happened  to  he 
placed  within  their  reach.     The  ftroke  was  thought  a  remedy,  in 

45  Cker.  Philip,  ii.  c.  34. 
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particular,   for  barrennefs    in   women ;  and    numbers  of  this   fex 
crowded  in  the  way  to  receive  it. 

In  the  ceremony  now  to  be  performed,  Mark  Antony  bore  his  part 
as  Conful ;  and  Crefar  fat  on  his  gilded  chair  of  ftate  in  his  triumphal 
robes  to  behold  the  fpectacle.  Antony  flopped  before  him,  and 
prefented  him  with  a  royal  crown,  faying,  "  This  crown  the  Roman 
"  People  confer  upon  Cxfar  by  my  hands."  A  few  of  the  fpectators 
feemed  to  applaud  ;  but  Csefar,  perceiving  that  the  People  in  general, 
by  their  filence,  gave  figns  of  difpleafure,  pufhed  away  the  crown 
with  his  hand  ;  and  upon  this  action,  received  from  the  People,  by  an 
univerfal  fhout  of  applaufe,  an  unqueftionable  explanation  of  their 
former  filence. 

To  try  the  effect  of  a  moderation  which  was  fo  much  applauded, 
Antony  threw  himfelf  upon  the  ground  at  Casfar's  feet,  repeated  his 
offer  of  the  crown,  and  hoped  that  the  People  might  join  him  in 
preffing  the  acceptance  of  what  was  fo  modeftly  refufed ;  but  with 
no  better  fuccefs  than  in  the  former  attempt. 

That  the  merit  of  this  refufal,  however,  might  not  be  forgotten,  or 
that  the  offer  might  be  held  equal  to  the  actual  inveftiture  of  the  crown, 
an  entry  was  made  in  the  Fafti  or  public  records,  by  the  directions 
of  Antony,  "  That  the  Conful  having,  by  the  order  of  the  Roman 
**  People,  prefented  a  crown,  and  offered  to  confer  the  majefty  of 
"  King  on  Caius  Julius  Casfar,  perpetual  Dictator,  he  had  declined 
"  to  receive  it 4S." 

The  Roman  republic  had,  for  fome  time,  fubfifted  a  very  diforderly 
ftate;  the  People  having  dominion  over  many  other  nations,  fcarcely 
admitted  any  fpecies  of  government  among  themlelves.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Rome,  affuming  the  prerogatives  of  the  collective  body  of 
Roman  citizens,  who  now  not  only  extended  over  all  Italy,  but  were 
difperfed  throughout  the  empire,  generally  affembled  in  tumults,  whofe 

45  Cicer.  Philip,  ii.  c.  54. 
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BOOK     proceedings  nothing  but  force  could  regulate,  and  at  every  convulfion 
gave  an  immediate  profpec"l  of  military  government.     All  who  wifhed 
to  preferve  the  republic,  endeavoured  to  extend  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  thefe  ill-formed  aflemblies 
of  the  People  from  deliberating  on  matters  of  State ;  and  it  might,  no 
doubt,  have  been  ft'ill  better  for  the  empire,  if  the  fpirit  of  legal  mo- 
narchy could  at  once  have  been  infufed  into  every  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth ;  or  if,  without  further  pangs  or  convulllons,  the  autho- 
rity of  a  prince,  tempered  with  that  of  a  Senate,  had  been  firmly 
eflablifhed.       But   men    do   not   at    once   change    their   habits    and 
opinions,  nor  yield  their   own  pretenfions  upon  fpeculative  notions 
of  what  is  fuited  to  the  ftate  of  the  ircountry.  Cxfar  afpired  to  dominion 
in  order  to  gratify  his  perfonal  vanity,    not  to  correct  the  political 
errors  of  the  times ;  and  his  contemporaries,  born  to  the  rights  $f 
citizens,    ftill    contended  for  perfonal    independence    and    equality, 
however  impoffible  it  might  be  longer  to  preferve  any  fpecies  of  re- 
public at  the  head  of  fuch  an  empire. 

Ever  fince  the  expuliion  of  Tarquin,  the  name  of  King  had  been 
odious  at  Rome.  The  moft  popular  citizens,  as  foon  as  they  became 
fufpected  of  afpiring  to  kingly  power,  became  objects  of  averfion,  and 
were  marked  out  as  a  prey  to  the  deteftation  of  their  country.  Thus 
fell  Manlius  Capitolinus,  the  Gracchi,  Apuleius,  and  others  who 
were  loaded  with  this  imputation. 

The  Romans,  accuftomed  to  fee  vanquished  kings  the  fport  of 
popular  infolence,  led  in  triumph,  put  to  death  ;  or,  if  fuffered  to  live, 
made  to  languifh  in  poverty  and  neglect — accuftomed  to  fee  kings, 
who  were  their  own  allies,  fubmitting  their  caufe  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Roman  People,  or  fuing  for  favour,  confidered  monarchy 
itfelf  as  an  appurtenance  of  fervility  and  barbarifm ;  and  the  project 
to  give  a  king  to  the  Romans  as  an  attempt  to  degrade  them  into 
barbarians  and  flaves. 

t  The 
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The  maxim,  -which  forbids  afiaffination  in  every  cafe  whatever,  CHAP, 
is  the  reiult  of  prudent  reflection,  and  has  a  tendency  to  allay  the 
jealoufy,  and  to  mitigate  the  cruelty  of  perfons,  who,  by  violent 
ufurpations,  which  laws  cannot  reftrain,  have  incurred  the  refent- 
ment  of  mankind.  Even  tyrants,  it  is  fuppofed,  are  cruel  from  fear, 
and  become  merciful  in  proportion  as  they  believe  themfelves  fecure ; 
it  were  unwife,  therefore,  to  entertain  maxims  which  keep  the  power- 
ful in  a  continual  ftate  of  diftruft  and  alarm.  This  prudential  mora- 
lity, however,  was  intirely  unknown  in  the  antrent  republics,  or 
could  not  be  obferved,  without  furrendering  the  freedom  for  which 
th&  citizens  contended.  Amongft  them  the  People  were  obliged  to 
confider,  not  what  was  fafe,  but  what  was  neceflary  ;  and  could  not 
always  defend  themfelves  againft  ufurpations,  neither  by  legal  forms, 
nor  by  open  war.  It  was  thought  allowable,  therefore,  to  employ 
artifice,  furprife,  and  fecret  confpiracy  againft  an  ufurper ;  and  this 
was  fo  much  the  cafe  at  Rome,  that  no  names  were  held  in  greater 
veneration,  than  thole  of  citizens  who  had  aflaflinated  perfons  fufpected 
of  views  dangerous  to  the  commonwealth  ;  or  who,  by  any  means 
whatever,  rendered  abortive  the  projects  of  adventurers  who  attempted 
to  arm  any  party  againft  the  legal  conftitution  of  their  country. 

Caefar,  having  attempted  to  join  the  title  of  King  with  the  powers  of 
perpetual  Dictator,  had  reafon  to  diftruft  a  People  who  were  actuated 
by  fuch  conceptions.  He  was  an  object  of  private  as  well  as  of  public 
refectment,  having  ufurped  the  government  over  thofe  whom  he  had 
cruelly  injured  ;  over  the  fathers,  the  brothers,  and  fons  of  thofe 
who  had  fallen  by  his  fword.  He  accordingly,  for  fome  time,  had 
the  precaution  to  keep  a  military  guard  attending  his  perfon  ;  but, 
grown  familiar  with  thofe  he  had  offended,  and  fecure  in  his  perfonal 
courage,  he  dropt  this  precaution,  and  began  to  reign  with  the  confi- 
dence of  a  lawful  monarch.  Although  he  bad  incurred  fo  much  re- 
fentment,  he  difdained  to  ftand  in  awe  of  it,  and  ventured  to  join  the 

confidence 
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BOOK  confidence  of  innocence  with  the  higheft  meafures  of  guilt.  This 
conduct  indeed  was  uncommon,  and  the  effect  of  a  daring  courage, 
but  unworthy  of  the  penetration  and  fkill  with  which  he  had  hitherto 
conducted  his  affairs.  It  may  ferve  to  confirm,  what  has  been  already 
been  obferved,  that,  amongft  the  many  accompliihments  which  he 
poflefled,  and  together  with  the  abilities  which  rendered  him  fuperior 
to  every  direct  oppolition,  he  was  actuated  by  a  vanity  which  bor- 
dered on  weaknefs.  Milled,  perhaps,  by  this  paflion,  he  perfifted  in 
his  emulation  to  the  glory  of  Sylla,  and  would  fhow  to  the  world,  that 
he  who  had  not  refigned  his  power  could  walk  the  ftreets  of  Rome,  un- 
attended, with  as  much  fafety  as  the  other,  who  had  had  the  mag- 
nanimity to  reftore  the  conftitution  of  his  country;  joined  to  this 
weaknefs,  he  had  too  mean  an  opinion  of  thofe  who  compofed  the 
commonwealth,  greatly  funk  indeed  in  their  political  characters,  but 
not  fallen  into  that  ftate  of  perfonal  weaknefs,  which  his  fecurity  and 
contempt  of  them  feemed  to  imply. 

Above  fixty  citizens  of  noble  extraction  were  found,  who  thought 
their  late  condition  as  members  of  the  republic  could  Mill  be  recovered. 
Some  had  been  ftunned  with  their  fall,  but  not  quite  overwhelmed ; 
others,  who,  on  fpecious  pretences,  had  aflifted  in  obtaining  the  victories 
of  Caefar,  deteftedthe  monarchy  which  he  was  pleafed  to  aflame.  In 
the  firfl:  period  of  the  civil  war  many  imagined,  that  the  conteft  was 
to  end  in  fubftituting  one  party  for  another,  not  in  the  intire  fubver- 
fion  of  the  republican  government ;  and  they  were  inclined,  as  foon 
as  fortune  fhould  declare  in  favour  of  either  party,  to  be  reconciled 
with  thofe  that  prevailed  46.  But  when  it  evidently  appeared,  that 
Csefar,  by  fupprefling  the  laft  remains  of  oppofition  to  himfelf  in  every 
part  of  the  empire,  meant  to  eftabliih  a  monarchy  in  his  own  perfon, 
a  fecret  indignation  filled  the  breads  of  thofe  who,  upon  a  foot  of  family 

*'  Cicero  ad  Familiar. 

3  eonfequence, 
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conlequence,  or  perfonal  ability,  had  any  pretenfions  to  political  im-    CHAP. 

portance.     To  fuch  perfons  the  dominion  of  an  equal  appeared  in-    v— -J- > 

fufferable.  Many  of  them  'affected  fervility,  in  conferring  the  ex- 
travagant honours  which  had  been  decreed  to  Cazfar,  as  the  mafk  of 
a  fullen  difpleafure,  which,  confcious  of  a  tendency  to  betray  itfelf, 
took  the  difguife  of  the  oppofite  extreme. 

The  queftion  refpecting  the  expedience  of  monarchical  govern- 
ment, did  not  enter  into  the  deliberations  of  any  one.  If  it  had  been 
urged,  that  a  King  was  neceffary ;  it  would  have  been  afked,  Who 
gave  the  right  to  Caefar?  If  the  People  in  general  were  corrupt,  were 
the  bankrupts,  and  outlaws,  and  foldiers  of  fortune  that  formed  the 
court  of  Csefar  unblemifhed  ?  If  the  great,  the  able,  and  experienced 
citizens,  who  were  qualified  to  fupport  the  republic,  were  now  no 
more,  by  whole  fword  had  they  perifhed  ?  or  who  was  to  blame  for 
the  ruin  that  had  befallen  the  commonwealth  ?  If  the  corrupt  arts, 
the  treafons,  the  murders,  encouraged  or  executed  by  Caefar,  had 
made  a  change  of  government  neceffary,  the  firft  act  of  that  new  go- 
vernment, for  the  inftru&ion  of  mankind,  ought  to  have  been  to 
punifh  the  author  of  fo  many  diforders  and  crimes,  not  to  reward 
him  with  a  crown. 

Many  of  Caefar' s  officers,  and  the  neareft  to  his  perfon,  were  as 
much  in  this  mind  as  any  other  citizens  ;  and  on  this  fuppolition,  fo 
familiar  was  the  thought  of  proceeding  to  the  laft  extremities  againft 
him,  that,  when  Antony  came  to  meet  Csefar  on  his  return  from 
Spain,  Trebonius  ventured  to  found  his  inclinations  refpecting  a 
defign  on  Cxfar's  life 46.  Although  Antony  did  not  adopt  the  mea- 
fure,  he  did  not  betray  Trebonius,  nor  did  -he  appear  to  be  furprifed 
at  the  propofal.  It  was  afterwards  fuggefted,  that  Antony  mould 
be  invited  to  a  fhare  in  the  confpiracy ;  and  the  propofal  was  dropt 

4t  Cicer.  Philip,  ii.  c.  14. 

only 
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BOOK    only  on  account  of  the  refufal  which  he  had  already  given  toTrebonius ; 
v- — 4       '    fo  readily  was  it  believed,  that  every  noble  Roman  would  rather  {hare 
in  the  government  of  his  country,  as  an  independent  citizen,  than  as 
a  retainer  to  the  moft  fuccefsful  ufurper. 

It  is  well  known,  that  a  confpiracy  accordingly  was,  at  this  time, 
formed  againft  the  life  of  Caefar,  although  the  firft  fteps  and  the  con- 
futations of  the  parties  are  no  where  minutely  recorded.  The  prin- 
cipal authors  of  it  were  Caius  Caflius  and  Marcus  Brutus,  then  Praetors 
in  the  city ;  Decimus  Brutus  and  Trebonius,  who  had  both  ferved 
in  high  rank  under  Caefar  himfelf,  and  of  whom  the  firft  was  deftined 
by  him  to  the  command  in  Ciialpine  Gaul,  and  to  the  Confulate  in 
the  following  year. 

Caius  Caflius  was  early  noted  for  a  high  and  impetuous  fpirit.  It 
is  obferved,  that,  being  a  boy  when  Sylla  was  at  the  height  of  his 
power,  he  ftruck  the  fon  of  the  Dictator  for  having  faid,  That  his 
father  was  the  mafter  of  the  Roman  People.  The  tutor  of  young  Sylla 
having  carried  a  complaint  to  Pompey,  the  boys  were  called,  and 
queftioned  on  the  fubjecl:  of  the  quarrel,  "  Do  but  repeat  your  words 
"  again,"  faid  Camus  ;  w  and  in  this  prefence  I  will  ftrike  you."  He 
had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  Syria  by  colle&ing  the  remains  of  the 
unfortunate  army  of  Craffus,  with  which  he  repelled  the  attempt  of 
the  Parthians  on  that  province.  He  followed  Pompey  in  the  civil 
war,  and  commanded  a  fquadron  of  the  fleet  on  the  coaft  of  Sicily  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Pharfalia.  From  thence  he  went  into  Afia, 
with  a  profeffed  intention  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  victor  from 
Alexandria,  and  to  drop  all  further  oppofition  againft  him  ;  but  even 
then,  according  to  Cicero,  would  have  put  Caefar  to  death,  if  he  had 
not  debarked  on  a  different  fide  of  the  Cydnus,  from  that  on  which 
he  was  at  firft  expected  to  land 47. 

47  Cicer.  Philip,  ii.  c.   1 1. 

Marcus 


OF   THE   ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  4i 

Marcus  Brutus  was  the  nephew  of  Cato  by  his  fifter  Servilia  ;  and  c  H  A  r- 
fo  much  the  favourite  of  Caefar,  who  was  laid  to  have  had  an  in- 
trigue with  his  mother,  that  he  was  by  fome  fuppoied  to  be  his  fon. 
The  father  of  Brutus,  in  the  civil  wars  of  Sylla,  had  been  on  the 
iide  of  Marius,  and  having  fallen  into  Pompey's  hands,  was  by  him 
put  to  death.  The  fon  retained  fo  much  refentrhent  on  this  ac- 
count, that  he  never  accofted  or  faluted  Pompey  till  after  the  civil 
war  broke  out ;  when,  thinking  it  necefiary  to  facrifice  all  private 
confiderations  to  the  public  caufe,  he  joined  him  in  Macedonia,  and 
was  received  with  great  marks  of  diftinclion.  This  young  man, 
either  on  account  of  his  uncle  Cato,  or  on  account  of  the  expectation 
generally  entertained  of  himfelf,  was  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation. 
Being  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  he  was  not  only  pro- 
tected by  the  victor,  but  fent  into  the  province  of  Ciialpine  Gaul 
with  the  title  of  Governor  ;  where,  during  the  war  in  Africa  againft 
Scipio  and  the  king  of  Numidia,  he  remained,  perhaps,  rather  under 
fafe  cuftody  than  in  high  confidence  with  Csefar.  He  was  this 
year,  together  with  Caius  Caflius,  who  married  his  fifter,  promoted 
to  the  dignity  of  Prsetor;  and  though  of  lefs  {landing  than  Caflius, 
had  the  precedence  by  the  partiality  of  Cfefar.  This  circumftance 
was  fuppoied,  at  the  time  that  Brutus  and  Caffius  were  actually 
framing  their  confpiracv,  to  have  occafioned  a  breach  between  them. 

Caffius  is  reputed  to  have  been  the  prime  mover  in  the  defign 
againft  Cxfar's  life  ;  and  to  have  been  the  author  of  anonymous 
calls  to  vindicate  the  freedom  of  Rome,  which  were  polled  up  or 
dropt  in  public  places;  and  which,  from  the  prevailing  fpirit  of 
difcontent,  found  a  ready  acceptance.  Labels  were  hung  upon 
the  ftatues  of  the  antient  Brutus,  and  billets  were  dropt,  in  the 
night,  upon  the  judgment-feat  of  the  Praetor  of  this  name,  ex- 
citing him  to  imitate  his  anceftors,  by  reftoring  the  republic ; 
**  You   fleep,    you  are  not    Brutus :"    and    on    the  ftatues  of  his 

Vol.  III.  G  fuppofed 
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BOOK    fuppofed   anceftor,    the    elder   Brutus,  was  written,    "  Would  you 

w..^, 1    "  were  alive  !"     Thefe  expreihons  of  a  fecret  difaffection,  and  pro- 

gnoftics  of  fome  violent  defign,  either  efcaped  the  attention  of  Csefar, 
or  were  defpifed  by  him  ;  but  were  eaiily  underftood  by  perfons 
who  looked  for  a  deliverance  from  the  indignities  to  which  they  felt 
themfelves  expofed.  While  Caflius  and  Marcus  Brutus  entered  into 
a  formal  concert  on  this  fubjecl,  numbers  pined  under  the  want 
of  that  confideration  to  which  they  thought  themfelves  born  ;  many 
were  provoked  by  particular  inftances  of  vanity  or  arrogance  in  the 
prefent  Dictator 4° ;  and  upon  the  leaft  hint  of  a  defign  againil  him, 
were  ready  to  join.  "  I  am  forry  you  mould  be  ill  at  fo  critical  a 
"  time,"  laid  Brutus  to  Legarius.  "  I  am  not  ill,"  faid  the  other, 
"  if  you  have  any  intentions  worthy  of  yourfelf49." 

Great  numbers  daily  acceded  to  the  plot,  of  whom  the  following 
befides  Brutus  and  Caflius,  are  the  principal  names  upon  record  :  Csci- 
lius  and  Bucolianus,  two  brothers,  Rubrius  Rex,  GvLigarius,  M.  Spu- 
rius,  Servilius  Galba,  Sextius  Nafo,  Pontius  Acquila.  Thefe  had  ever 
been  on  the  fide  of  the  Senate,  or  adherents  of  Pompey.  The  fol- 
lowing had  acted  in  the  war  under  Csefar;  Decimus  Brutus,  C.  Cafca, 
Trebonius,  Tullius  Cimber,  Minucius,  and  Bafilus  so ;  they  are  faid 
in  all  to  have  amounted  to  fixty  5I.     Cicero  was  known  to  deteft  the 

48  Csfar  had,  about  this  time,  a  vifit  from  an  apology  for  having  made  Cicero  wait  too 

the  queen  of  Egypt,  who  lived  with  him  at  long  in  his  anti-chamber,    he  accoiled  him 

his   gardens   on  the  Tiber   (Cicer.  ad  Attic,  with  faying,  "   How  can  I  hope  to  be  tole- 

Iib.  xiv.).     Many  who  overlooked  his  ufurp-  "  rated,  when  even  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero 

ation,  and  the  violence  he  did  to  the  con-  "  is  made  to  wait?  If  any  one  could  forgive 

flitution  of  his  country,  were  fcandalized  at  "  it,  he  would  ;   but  the  world   mull  deteft 

the  intimacy  in  which  he   lived    with    this  "  me."     Cleopatra,  it  is  probable,  made  no 

woman.      Being  accuftomed  to   the   diftinc-  fuch  apology  when  (he  gave  caufe  to  com- 

tions  of  a  court,    and  confidering  Ca;far  as  plain  of  her  arrogance. 
the  monarch,  me  treated  the  citizens,  who         •»»  Sueton.  in  Carfare. 
were  ftill    admitted    to  him     on    a    foot    of         'e  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 
equality,  as  dependents    and  fubjefts.     He         s»  Sueton.  in  Cajfare. 
himfelf,  with  all  his  flate,  was  polite.     As 

ufurpation 
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ufurpation  of  Czefar  ;  to  mourn  over  the  fall  of  the  commonwealth',    c  H  A  .?- 

over  the  humiliation  of  the  Senate,  and  the  diminution  of  his  own    > *- » 

politieal  confequence  ;  hut  he  was  not  consulted  in  tins  defign.  The 
authors  of  it  relied  on  his  fupport,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  fuccefsful ; 
but  thay  knew  too  well  his  ingenuity  in  fuggefting  fcruples  and  dif- 
ficulties, to  bring  him  into  their  previous  deliberations  on  lb  arduous 
an  enterprize. 

The  confpirators,  in  forming  their  project:,  generally  founded  the 
minds  of  perfons  before  they  made  any  formal  or  direct  propofal. 
Brutus  being  in  company  with  Statilius,  Favonius,  and  Labio,  pro- 
pofed,  among  other  problematical  queftions,  fome  doubts  concerning 
the  expediency  of  affaffinating  tyrants.  Favonius  obferved,  that  fuch 
actions  led  to  civil  war,  and  that  this  was  worie  than  ufurpation. 
Statilius  fiid,  that  no  wife  man  would  engage  in  fo  hazardous  an 
enterprize  to  ferve  a  parcel  of  knaves  and  fools.  Labio  contended 
warmly  with  both  ;  and  Brutus  changing  the  fubjecr,  thought  no 
more  of  Statilius  or  Favonius,  but  communicated  the  deiign  to  Labio, 
who  immediately  embraced  it. 

As  fo  many  were  concerned,  and  as  they  remained  fome  time  in  fuf- 
pence  as  to  the  proper  time  and  place  for  the  execution  of  their  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  fmgular  that  the  confpiracy  fhould  have  come  to  fuch  a 
height  undifcovered.  But  Casfar  did  not  encourage  informers  ;  his 
preat  courage  preierved  him  from  the  jealoufies  by  which  others  in 
lefs  dangerous  fituations  are  guided.  He  trufted  to  his  popularity, 
to  his  munificence,  to  the  profefiions  of  fubmiffion  which  were 
made  to  him,  and  to  the  intereft  which  he  fuppefed  many  to  have 
in  the  prefervation  of  his  life.  He  had  not  only  difmifTed  the 
guards,  which  at  his  return  to  Rome  had  attended  him  ;  and  was 
commonly  preceded  only  by  his  Lienors  and  the  ufual  retinue  of  his 
civil  rank ;  but  had  fuffered  the  veterans  to  difperfe  on  the  lands 
which  had  been  affigned  to  them,  unfurnifhed  Italy  of  troops,  and  had 

G  2  tranipcrted 


44 


THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 


BOOK  tranfported  the  greater  part  of  the  army  into  Macedonia,  referving 
'  only  a  fmall  body  under  Lepidus  in  the  luburbs  of  Rome.  His  own 
mind,  though  fond  of  appearances  of  fuperiority,  it  is  probable,  was 
eafily  fatiated  with  the  pageantry  of  ftate.  His  thoughts  became 
vacant  and  languid  in  the  pofTeflion  of  a  ftation  to  which  he  had 
ftruggled  through  fo  much  blood  ;  and  his  active  mind  ftill  urged 
him  to  extenfive  projects  of  war  and  conquefl 53.  He  accordingly 
planned  a  feries  of  wars  which  were  not  likely  to  end  but  with  his 
life.  He  was  to  begin  with  revenging  the  death  of  Crafius,  and  re- 
ducing the  Partbians.  He  was  next  to  pafs  by  Hyrcania  and  the 
coafts  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  into  Scythia  ;  from  thence,  by  the  fhores  of 
the  Euxine  Sea,  into  Sarmacia,  Dacia,  and  Germany;  and  from 
thence,  by  his  own  late  conquefts  in  Gaul,  to  return  into  Italy  5+ ; 
for  this  purpofe  he  had  already  fent  forward  into  Macedonia  feven- 
teen  legions  and  ten  thoufand  horfe  !5. 

As  Csefar  was  likely,  whatever  may  have  been  the  extent  of  his 
projects,  to  be  employed  fome  time  in  the  execution  of  them,  he 
thought  proper  to  anticipate  the  election  cf  magistrates  at  Rome,  and 
to  arrange,  before  his  departure,  the  whole  fucceffion  to  office  for 
fome  years.  Dion  Camus  fays,  that  his  arrangement  was  made  for 
three  years  ;  Appian,  for  five  years.  It  is  certain,  that  he  fixed  the 
fucceffion  to  office  for  two  fubfequent  years.  Hirtius  and  Panfa  were 
deftined  to  the  Confulate  in  the  firft ;  Decimus  Brutus  and  Planeus* 
in  the  fecond  s6.  He  continued  to  increafe  the  number  of  magiflrates, 
that  he  might  have  more  opportunities  to  gratify  his  retainers  and 
friends.  The  Quxftors,  as  has  been  mentioned,  he  augmented  to 
forty,  the  iEdiles  to  fix,  the  Praetors  to  fixteen.  Among  the  latter 
he  named  Ventidius,  a  native  of  Picenum,  who  had  been  taken  and 
led  in  triumph,  while  the  people  of  that   diftrict,  with   the  Other 


»'  Dio.  Caff.    Appian.    Plutarch. 
54  Plutarch,  in  Csfare. 


55  Appian   de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  ii. 
5*  Cicero  ad  Attic,  lib.  xiv.  ep.  6. 
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Italians,  on  account  of  their  claim  of  being  inrolicd  as  citizens,  were  c  **  A  p- 
at  war  with  Rome.  Ventidius  had  fubfifted  by  letting  mules  and 
carriages.  In  the  purfuit  of  this  bufinefs  he  had  followed  the  army 
of  Caefar  into  Gaul ;  and  becoming  known  to  that  general,  was  gra- 
dually trufted  and  advanced  by  him.  His  career  of  preferment  con- 
tinued up  to  the  dignity  of  Conful,  and  he  himfelf,  as  has  been  for- 
merly obferved,  came  at  laft  to  lead,  in  the  capacity  of  a  victorious 
general,  a  procefiloii  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  in  which  he  had 
made  his  firft  entry  at  Rome  as  a  captive. 

This  arrangement,  in  which  Crcfar,  by  anticipating  the  nomination 
of  magifrrat.es,  precluded  the  citizens  from  the  ufual  exercife  of  their 
rights  of  election,  made  the  fubverfion  of  the  republic  more  felt 
than  any  of  the  former  acts  of  his  power,  and  gave  the  leaders  of 
the  confpiracy  a  great  advantage  againft  him.  The  profpect  of  his 
approaching  departure  from  Rome,  which  was  fixed  for  the  month 
of  March,  urged  thefpeedy  execution  of  their  purpofe.  The  report 
of  a  refponfe  or  prediction,  which  fome  of  the  flatterers  of  Caefar 
had  procured  from  the  college  of  Augurs,  bearing  that  the  Parthians 
were  not  to  be  fubdued  but  by  a  king  sr,  appeared  to  be  the  prelude 
of  a  motion  to  veil  him,  in  his  intended  expedition  againft  the  Par- 
thians, with  the  title,  and  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  to  be  borne,  if 
not  in  the  city,  at  leaft  in  the  provinces  5S. 

A  meeting  of  the  Senate  being  already  fummoned,  for  the  Ides,  or 
fifteenth,  of  March,  the  propofal  to  bellow  on  Cxfar  the  title  of 
King,  as  a  qualification  enjoined  by  the  Sybils  to  make  war  on  the 
Parthians,  was  expected  to  be  the  principal  bufinefs  of  the  afiembly. 
This  circumftance  determined  the  confpirators  in  the  choice  of  a  place 
for  the  execution  of  their  defign.  They  had  formerly  deliberated, 
whether  to  pitch  upon  the  Campus  Martins,  and  to  ftrike  their  blow 

"  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  15.  5S  Zonaras,  lib.  x.  c  14. 

in 
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in  the  prefence  of  the  Roman  People  afTembled,  ox  in  the  entry  to 
the  theatre,  or  in  a  ftreet  through  which  Caefar  often  patted  in  the 
way  to  his  own  houfe  s'.  But  this  meeting  of  the  Senate  feemed  now 
to  prefent  the  mo  ft  convenient  place,  and  the  molt  favourable  oppor- 
tunity. The  prefence  of  the  Senate,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  render 
the  action  of  the  conlpirators  fufficiently  awful  and  folemn  ;  the 
common  caufe  would  be  inftantly  acknowledged  by  all  the  members 
of  that  body  ;  and  the  execution  done  would  be  juftified  under  then- 
authority.  If  any  were  difpofed  to  refift,  they  were  not  likely  to 
be  armed ;  and  the  affair  might  be  ended  by  the  death  of  Csefar 
alone,  or  without  any  effufion  of  blood  beyond  that  which  was  ori- 
ginally intended. 

It  was  at  fir  ft  propofed  that  Antony,  being  likely  to  carry  on  the 
fame  military  ufurpations  which  Csefar  had  begun,  mould  be  taken 
off  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  this  was  over-ruled.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
Antony,  and  every  other  Senator  and  citizen,  would  readily  embrace 
the  ftate  of  independence  and  perfonal  confideration  which  was 
to  be  offered  to  them ;  or  if  they  fhould  not  embrace  it,  they 
would  not  be  of  fufficient  numbers  or  credit  to  diftrefs  the  republic, 
or  to  overfet  that  balance  of  parties  in  which  the  freedom  of  the 
whole  confifted.  It  was  fuppofed  that  the  moment  Cxfar  fell,  there 
would  not  be  any  one  left  to  covet  or  to  fupport  an  ufurpation 
which  had  been  fo  unfortunate  in  his  perfon.  "  If  we  do  any  thing 
"  more  than  is  neceflary  to  fet  the  Romans  at  liberty,"  faid  Marcus 
Brutus,  "  we  lhall  be  thought  to  act  from  private  refentment,  and  to 
"  intend  reftoring  the  party  of  Pompey,  not  the  republic." 

The  intended  affembly  of  the  Senate  was  to  be  held  in  one  of  the 
receffes  of  Pompey's  theatre.  It  was  determined  by  the  confpirators, 
that  they  fhould  repair  to  this  meeting  as  ufual,  either  fepara  tely,  or 

»  Sueton.  in  Csfare.  60  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  15.    . 
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in  the  retinue  of  the  Confuls  and  Praetors ;  and  that,  being  armed  c  H  A  p* 
with  concealed  weapons,  they  fhouid  proceed  to  the  execution  of  v_— v- — j 
their  purpofe  as  foon  as  Cxfar  had  taken  his  feat.  To  guard  againft 
any  difturbanee  or  tumult  that  might  arife  to  frustrate  their  intentions, 
Decimus  Brutus,  who  wTas  mafter  of  a  troop  of  gladiators,  undertook 
to  have  this  troop,  under  pretence  of  exhibiting  fome  combats  on 
that  day  to  the  people,  pofted  in  the  theatre,  and  ready  at  his  com- 
mand for  any  fervice  6". 

During  the  interval  of  fulpence  which  preceded  the  meeting  of 
the  Senate,  although  in  public  Brutus  feemed  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  his  ftation  with  an  unaltered  countenance  ;  at  home  he  was 
lefs  guarded,  and  frequently  appeared  to  have  fomething  uncommon 
on  his  mind.  His  wife  Porcia  fufpected  that  fome  arduous  defign 
reflecting  the  State  was  in  agitation  ;  and  when  fhe  queftioned  him, 
was  confirmed  in  this  apprehenfion,  by  his  eluding  her  inquiries. 
Thinking  herfelf,  by  her  extraction  and  by  her  alliance,  intitled  to 
confidence,  fhe  bore  this  appearance  of  diftruft  with  regret ;  and, 
under  the  idea  that  the  fecret  which  was  withheld  from  her,  muft 
be  fuch  as,  upon  any  fuipicion,  might  occafion  the  torture  to  be  em- 
ployed to  force  a  confeffion  ;  and  fuppofmg  that  fhe  herfelf  was  dif- 
trufled  more  on  account  of  the  weaknefs  than  of  the  indifcretion  of 
her  fex,  fhe  determined  to  make  a  trial  of  her  own  ftrength,  before 
fhe  defired  that  the  fecret  fhouid  be  communicated  to  her.  For  this 
purpofe  fhe  gave  herfelf  a  wound  in  the  thigh,  and  while  it  fettered, 
and  produced  acute  pain  and  fever,  ihe  endeavoured  to  preferve  her 
ufual  countenance,  without  any  iign  of  fullering  or  diftrefs.  Being 
fatisfied  with  this  trial  of  her  own  ftrength,  fhe  told  her  hufband  the 
particulars,  and  with  fome  degree  of  triumph  added,  "  Now  you  may 
"  trujl  me  ;  I  am  the  wife  of  Brutus  and  the  daughter  of  Cato  ;  keep 
"  me  no  longer  in  doubt  or  fufpence  upon  any  fubjeel  in  which  I  too  muji 

61  Dio.  CafT.  lib.  xliv.  c.  15. 
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BOOK     "  le  J~Q  deeply  concerned.''''     The  circumftance  of  her  wound,  the  pre- 

\ ,^1 i    tenfions  which  fhe  otherwife  had  to  confidence,  drew  the  fecret  from 

her  hufband,  and  undoubtedly  from  thenceforward,  by  the  paffions 
which  were  likely  to  agitate  the  mind  of  a  tender  and  affectionate 
woman,  expofed  the  defign  to  additional  hazard  of  a  difcovery  and 
of  a  failure. 

But  the  morning  of  the  Ides  of  March,  the  day  on  which  this  con- 
fpiracy  was  to  be  executed,  arrived,  and  there  was  yet  no  fufpicion. 
The  confpirators  had  been  already  together  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  the 
Praetors.     Camus  was  to  prefent  his  fon  that  morning  to  the  people, 
with  the  ceremony  ufual  in  affirming  the  habit  of  manhood  ;   and  he 
was,  upon  this  account,  to  be  attended  by  his  friends  into  the  place  of 
aifembly.     He  was  afterwards,  together  with  Brutus,  in  their  ca- 
pacity of  magiftrates,  employed,  as  ufual,  in  giving  judgment   on 
the  caufes  that  were  brought  before  them.     As  they  fat  in  the  Praetor's 
chair   they  received  intimation  that  Caefar,  having  been  indifpofed 
over-night,  was  not  to  be  abroad  ;  and  that  he  had  commiffioned 
Antony,  in  his  name,  to  adjourn  the  Senate  to  another  day.     Upon 
this  report,  they  fufpecled  a   difcovery ;  and  while   they  were  de- 
liberating  what  fhould  be   done,  Popilius  Lenas,  a  Senator   whom 
they  had  not  entrufted  with  their  defign,  whiipered  them  as  he  paffed, 
"  I  pray  that  God  may  profper  what  you  have  in  view.     Above  all 
"  things  dif patch."     Their  fufpicions  of  a  difcovery  being  thus  ftill 
further  confirmed,  the  intention  foon   after  appeared   to  be  public. 
An  acquaintance  told  Cafca,  "  You  have  concealed  this  bufinefs  from 
"  me,  but  Brutus  told  me  of  it."     They  were  ftruck  with  furprife  ; 
but  Brutus  prefently  recolle&ed  that  he  had  mentioned  to  this  perfon 
no  more  than  Cafca's  intention  of  ftanding  for  iEdile,  and  that  the 
words  which  he  fpoke  probably  referred  only  to  that  bufinefs ;  they 
accordingly  determined  to  wait  the  iffue  of  thefe  alarms61. 

"  Appian.  de  Eell,  Civil,  lib.  ii. 
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In  the  mean  time  Csefar,  at  the  perfua'fion  of  Decimus  Brutus,  c  H  A  p- 
though  once  determined  to  remain  at  home,  had  changed  his  mind, 
and  was  already  in  the  ftreets,  being  carried  to  the  Senate  in  his  litter. 
Soon  after  he  had  left  his  own  houfe,  a  Have  came  thither  in  hade, 
deiired  protection,  and  faid  he  had  a  fecret  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment to  impart.  He  had  probably  overheard  the  confpirators,  or  had 
obferved  that  they  were  armed  ;  but  not  being  aware  how  preffing  the 
time  was,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  detained  til!  Cseiar's  return. 
Others,  probably,  had  obferved  circumftances  which  led  to  a  difcovery 
of  the  plot,  and  Csefar  had  a  billet  to  this  effect  given  to  him  as  he 
paffed  in  the  ftreets  ;  he  was  intreated  by  the  perfon  who  gave  it  in- 
ftantly  to  read  it ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  do  fo,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  multitudes  who  crowded  around  him  with  numberlefs  applications; 
and  he  ftill  carried  this  paper  in  his  hand  when  he  entered  the  Senate. 

Brutus  and  moft  of  the  confpirators  had  taken  their  places  a  little 
while  before  the  arrival  of  Csefar,  and  continued  to  be  alarmed  by  many 
circumftances  which  tended  to  fhake  their  reiolution.  Porcia,  in  the 
fame  moments,  being  in  great  agitation,  expofed  herfelf  to  public 
notice.  She  liftened  with  anxiety  to  every  noife  in  the  ftreets ;  fhe 
difpatched,  without  any  pretence  of  bufinefs,  continual  meffages  to- 
wards the  place  where  the  Senate  was  affembled  ;  (he  afked  every 
perfon  who  came  from  that  quarter  if  they  obferved  what  her  hufband 
was  doing.  Her  fpirit  at  laft  funk  under  the  effecl  of  fuch  violent 
emotions ;  fhe  fiinted  away,  and  was  carried  for  dead  into  her 
apartment.  A  meffage  came  to  Brutus  in  the  Senate  with  this  ac- 
count. He  was  much  affected,  but  kept  his  place 61.  Popilius 
Lamas,  who  a  little  before  feemed,  from  the  expreffion  he  had  dropped, 
to  have  got  notice  of  their  defign,  appeared  to  be  in  earneft  con- 
verfation  with  Csefar,  as  he  lighted  from  his  carriage.     This  left  the 

61  Plut.  in  Brutft 
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BOOK  confpirators  no  longer  in  doubt  that  they  were  difcovered ;  and  they 
made  figns  to  each  other,  that  it  would  be  better  to  die  by  their  own 
hands  than  to  fall  into  the  power  of  their  enemy.  But  they  faw 
of  a  hidden  the  countenance  of  Lamas  change  into  a  fmile,  and 
perceived  that  his  converfation  with  Csefar  could  not  relate  to  fuch 
a  bufmefs  as  theirs. 

Casfar's  chair  of  ftate  had  been  placed  near  to  the  pedeftal  of 
Pompey's  ftatue.  Numbers  of  the  confpirators  had  feated  themfelves 
around  it.  Trebonius,  under  pretence  of  bufmefs,  had  taken  An- 
tony afide  at  the  entrance  of  the  theatre.  Cimber,  who,  with  others 
of  the  confpirators,  met  Cxfar  in  the  portico,  prefented  him  with  a 
petition  in  favour  of  his  brother,  who  had  been  excepted  from  the  late 
indemnity;  and  in  urging  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  attended  the 
Dictator  to  his  place.  Having  there  received  a  denial  from  Gxfar,  ut- 
tered with  fome  expreffions  of  impatience  at  being  fo  much  impor- 
tuned, he  took  hold  of  his  robe,  as  if  to  prefs  the  intreaty.  Nay,  faid 
Csefar,  this  is  violence.  While  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  Cimber  flung 
back  the  gown  from  his  fhculders  ;  and  this  being  the  fignal  agreed 
upon,  called  out  to  ftrike.  Cafca  aimed  the  firft  blow.  Casfar  ftarted 
from  his  place,  and  in  the  firft  moment  of  furprife,  puihed  Cimber 
with  one  arm,  and  laid  hold  of  Cafca  with  the  other.  But  he  foon 
perceived  that  refiftance  was  vain ;  and  while  the  fwords  of  the 
confpirators  clafhed  with  each  other,  in  their  way  to  his  body,  he 
wrapped  himfelf  up  in  his  gown,  and  fell  without  any  farther 
ftruggle.  It  was  obferved,  in  the  fuperftition  of  the  times,  that  in 
falling,  the  blood  which  fprung  from  his  wounds  fprinkled  the  pedeftal 
of  Pompey's  ftatue.  And  thus  having  employed  the  greateft  abilities 
to  fubdue  his  fellow  citizens,  with  whom  it  would  have  been  a  much 
greater  honour  to  have  been  able  to  live  on  terms  of  equality,  he  fellj, 
in  the  height  of  his  fecurity,a  facrihce  totheir  juft  indignation ;  aftriking 

example 
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example  of  what  the  arrogant  have  to  fear  m  trifling  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  free  people,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  leffon  of  jealoufy  and 
of  cruelty  to  tyrants,  or  an  admonition  not  to  fpare,  in  the  exercife 
of  their  power,  thofe  whom  they  may  have  infulted  by  ufurping 
it. 

When  the  body  lay  breathlefs  on  the  ground,  CafTius  called  out, 
that  there  lay  the  word  of  men  6*.  Brutus  called  upon  the  Senate  to 
judge  of  the  tranfaction  which  had  patted  before  them,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  ftate  the  motives  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it,  when 
the  members,  who  had  for  a  moment  ftood  in  filent  amazement,  rofe 
on  a  hidden,  and  began  to  feparate  in  great  confirmation.  All  thofe 
who  had  come  to  the  Senate  in  the  train  of  Ca^far,  his  Lienors,  the 
ordinary  officers  of  State,  citizens  and  foreigners,  with  many  fer- 
vants  and  dependants  of  every  fort,  had  been  inftantly  feized  with  a 
panic  ;  and  as  if  the  fwords  of  the  confpirators  were  drawn  againft 
themfelves,  had  already  rufhed  into  the  ftreets,  and  carried  terror 
and  confufion  wherever  they  went.  The  Senators  themfelves  now 
followed.  No  man  had  prefence  of  mind  to  give  any  account  of  what 
had  happened,  but  repeated  the  cry  that  was  ufual  on  great  alarms 
for  all  perfons  to  withdraw,  and  to  fhut  up  their  habitations  and 
fhops.  This  cry  was  communicated  from  one  to  another  in  the 
ftreets.  The  people,  imagining  that  a  general  mafTacre  was  fome- 
where  begun,  fhut  up  and  barred  all  their  doors  as  in  the  dead  of 
night,  and  every  one  prepared  to  defend  his  own  habitation. 

Antony,  upon  the  firft  alarm,  had  changed  his  drefs,  and  retired 
to  a  place  of  fafety.  He  believed  that  the  confpirators  mult  have 
intended  to  take  his  life,  together  with  that  of  Cnefar ;  and  he  fled 
in  the  apprehenfion  of  being  inftantly  purfued.     Lepidus  repaired  to 

61  Cic.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xii.  ep.  I.     Nequiilimum  occifum  efle. 
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the  fuburbs,  where  the  legion  he  commanded  was  quartered  ;  and 
uncertain  whether  Casfar's  death  was  the  ad  of  the  whole  Senate, 
or  of  a  private  party,  waited  for  an  explanation,  or  an  order  from 
the  furviving  conful,  to  determine  in  what  manner  he  mould  act 63. 
In  thefe  circumftances  a  general  paufe,  and  an  interval  of  fufpence 
and  filence,  took  place  over  the  whole  city. 

63  Appian.  do  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  53 


CHAP.     II. 

General  Conjlernatlon  on  the  Death  of  Cafar. 'Tumultuary  Affcmbly 

of  the  People. Declarations    of  China  and  Dolabella. Ap- 
pearance  of  Brutus  and  CaJJius   in  the  Forum. Their  Return 

to   the  Capitol. Meeting  and  Debate   in  the  Senate. Acl  of 

Oblivion. Speech  of  Brutus  to  the  People. Funeral  of  Cafar. 

Tnjurredtion  of  the  People. Policy  of  Antony. Appear- 
ance of  Oclavius. His    difference  with  Antony.  •         Both  have 

Recourfe  to  Arms. Afpecl    of  Things. Antony  proceeds    to 

expel  Decimus  Brutus  from  the  Cif alpine  Gaul. 

IN  the  general  confternation,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Cxrar, 
the  authors  of  this  important  event  appeared  to  be  no  lefs  at  a 
lofs  what  to  do,  than  the  other  members  of  the  Senate,  on  whom  it 
was  brought  by  furprize.  The  danger  of  executing  the  firft.  part  of 
their  defignhad  appeared  fo  great,  that  they  looked  no  farther,  or  they 
imagined  that  with  Csefar's  life  every  difficulty  would  be  ended  ;  and 
that  the  Senate  and  People,  reftored  to  their  authority  and  privileges, 
would  naturally  recur  to  their  ufual  forms.  Finding  themfelves  de- 
ferted  in  the  Senate,  and  not  knowing  to  what  dangers  they  might 
ftill  be  expofed,  they  wrapped  up  the  left  arm  in  their  gowns  ;  a  pre- 
paration which  the  Romans,  in  the  habit  of  ufing  a  fhield,  generally 
made  when  alarmed  with  any  profpect  of  violence. 

The  Confpirators  thus  in  a  body,  with  their  fwords  yet  flamed 
with  blood,  went  forth  to  the  ftreets  proclaiming  fecurity  and  li- 
berty, and  inviting  every  one  to  concur  with  them  in  reftoring  the 
commonwealth.  They  were  joined  by  many  who,  though  not  ac- 
ceffary  to  the  confpiracy,  chofe  to  embark  with  them  in  the  prefent 

ftate 
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ftate  of  their  fortunes.  Of  thefe  are  particularly  mentioned,  Len- 
tulus  Spinther,  Favonius,  Acquinas,  Dolabella,  Murcus,  Peticus, 
and  Cinna.  But  obferving  that  the  People  in  general  did  not  fhew 
any  hearty  approbation  of  their  caufe ;  and  knowing  that,  befides 
the  legion  which  Lepidus  commanded  in  the  iuburbs,  there  were  in 
the  city  multitudes  of  veterans,  who  having  received  grants  of  land 
from  Csefar,  either  had  not  yet  gone  to  take  poffeflion  of  them,  or  hav- 
ing been  at  their  fettlements,  had  returned  to  pay  court  to  their  patron 
before  his  departure  from  Rome ;  and  fufpe&ing  that  Antony,  now 
the  fole  Conful  and  fupreme  officer  of  State,  was  likely  to  exert  the 
powers  of  a  magiftrate  againft  them ;  and  being  on  every  fide  befet 
with  dangers  of  which  they  knew  not  the  extent,  they  determined 
to  take  refuge  in  the  Capitol,  and  with  the  gladiators  of  Decfmus 
Brutus,  who  had  already  taken  pofTeflion  of  that  fortrefs,  to  wait  the 
iffue  of  this  general  fcene  of  fufpence. 

Multitudes  of  the  people,  obferving  that  the  perfons  who  had  oc- 
cafioned  this  general  alarm  were  themfelves  on  the  defeniive,  and  no 
way  inclined  to  extend  the  effufion  of*  blood,  ventured  forth  into  the 
ftreets,  and  many  crowded  together  in  the  forum  or  ordinary  place 
of  refort '.  The  firfl  perfon  that  took  any  public  part  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  was  Cinna,  the  fon  of  him  who  had  been  a  leader  of  the 
Marian  party,  brother-in-law  of  Caefar,  and  now,  by  his  nomi- 
nation, advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Praetor.  This  relation  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  to  the  furprife  of  every  one,  tore  the  Praetor's  gown  from  his 
own  fhoulders ;  declared  that  in  this  act  he  then  abdicated  hi.,  office, 
as  having  been  unwarrantably  obtained  by  the  nomination  of  an 
ufurper ;  and  he  proceeded  to  make  a  harangue  to   the  People,,  in 

*   Appian  fays,  that  the  friends  of  the  con-  was  of  reftoring  democratical  government  to 

fpirators,   by  diftributing  money,  endeavour-  the  inhabitants  ofpRome,   compofed  of  the 

ed    to   form    a   party    among  the   populace  refufe  of  Italy,  and  of  the  provinces  collected 

The   neceflity  of  this  expedient,    if  real,  is  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  idlenefs  and  faction. 


fufiicient  to  ihew  how  defperate  the  attempt 
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which  he  reprefented  Caefar  as  a  tyrant,  extolled  the  confpirators  as 
the  reftorers  of  liberty  to  their  country,  and  propofed  that  they  fhould 
have  the  proper  fafeguards  to  their  perfons,  and  be  invited  to  affift  in 
the  affembly  of  the  People. 

Dolabella,  who  had  been  nominated  by  Caefar  to  fucceed  in  the 
office  of  Conful,  which  he  himfelf  was  about  to  vacate,  thinking 
that  the  intended  fucceffion  was  now  open  to  him  upon  Caefar's 
death,  reverfed  the  firft  part  of  Cinna's  conduct,  by  affuming  the 
robes  and  enfigns  of  Conful,  to  which  he  had  no  title  ;  but  joined 
with  the  abdicated  Praetor  in  applauding  the  authors  of  Caefar's  death, 
expreffed  his  wifh  that  he  himfelf  had  been  a  partner  in  the  glory  of 
their  action,  joined  with  Cinna,  in  propofing  that  thefe  reftorers  of 
liberty  fhould  be  invited  to  the  affembly  of  the  People,  and  that  the 
anniverfary  of  the  prefent  day  fhould  be  obferved  for  ever,  as  a  fefti- 
val  facred  to  the  reftoration  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  partizans  of  Cccfar,  yet  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  their 
own  danger,  had  abfented  themfelves,  and  the  affembly  confifted 
chiefly  of  perfons  to  whom  thefe  propofals  were  agreeable.  The 
motions  that  were  now  made  by  the  late  Praetor  and  the  fuppofed 
Conful  accordingly  prevailed,  and  the  leaders  of  the  confpiracy  were 
invited  to  defcend  from  the  Capitol.  But  of  this  invitation  only 
Marcus  Brutus  and  Caflius  took  the  benefit.  Having  joined  the  af- 
fembly, they  feverally  addreffed  themfelves  to  the  multitude  with  an  air 
of  dignity  and  confcioufnefs  of  merit,  as  being  the  procurers  of  that 
liberty  which  the  people  were  now  to  enjoy,  and  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  judge  for  themfelves.  They  contracted  the  late  ufurpation 
of  Caefar  *  with  the  free  conftitution  of  the  republic ;  obferved,  that  with 
refpect  to  themfelves,  unfupported  as  they  were  with  any  military  force, 
they  could  have  no  intention  to  fupplant  the  ufurper  in  the  poffeflioa 

*  Appian  de  BeUo  Civili,  lib.  ii.     Dio.Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  u.. 
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B  O^O  K     of  his  power,  and  could  have  no  objed  befides  the  reftoration  of  the 
laws  and  the  freedom  of  their  country.     And  they  exhorted  the  audi- 
ence, in  terms  rather  popular,  than  really  applicable  to  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  to  make  the  fame  ufe  of  their  deliverance  from  an 
ufurped  and  violent  domination   which  their  anceftors,  at  the   ex- 
pulfioii  of  Tarquin,  had  made  of  a  fimilar  event.      They  fpecified 
the  merit   which    many  perfons    had  in  this  enterprife,  particularly 
that  of  Decimus  Brutus,  who  had  furniihed  the   company  of  gla- 
diators, which,  in  entering  on  this  bufinefs,  made  the  principal  part 
of  their  ftrength  ;   and  obferved,  that,    notwithstanding  the  fplendid 
fortune  to  which  Decimus  Brutus  might  have  afpired  under  Csefar's 
Influence,  he  had  preferred  the  rights  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the 
reftoration  of  the  commonwealth.     They  turned  the  attention  of  the 
audience  on  the  cafe  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  the  only  furviving  fon  of 
the  great  Pompey,  now   unjuftly  deemed  an  outlaw  and  a  rebel  ', 
"  In  the  perfon  of  this  young  man,"  they  faid,  "  you  have  the  laft  of 
"  a   noble  family,  who,  in  the  conteft  for  freedom,  have  facrificed 
<'  themfelves  for  the  republic,  even  he  is  ftill  befet  by  the  emiflaries  of 
V  the  late  ufurper,  who,  pretending  public  authority,  are  armed  for  his 
"  deftruction  with  fwords,  yet  red  with  the  blood  of  his  father  and  of 
"  his  brother."     They  moved  the  People,  that  fo  unjuft  a  war  fhould 
be  inftantly  fufpended,  and  that  this  young  man  fhould  be  reftored  to 
the  rights  of  his  anceftors  ;   that  the  Tribunes  Caefetius  and  Marullus, 
being  unjuftly  degraded   by  Casfar,  in  violation  of  that  facred   law, 
which  he  himfelf,  upon  much  lefs  grounds,  had  made  his  pretence 
for  a  civil  war,  fhould  now  be  reftored  to  all  their  dignities. 

In  thefe  fond  anticipations  of  freedom,  the  authors  of  this  attempt 
to  reftore  the  republic,  enjoyed  for  once  the  fruits  of  their  labour, 

*  This  young  man  having  abfconded  for  Spain  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  force, 
fome  time  after  the  defeat  and  death  of  his  and  defeated  Afinius  Pollio,  who  had  been 
brother  at  Munda,  had  again  appeared  in     employed  by  Ca.far  againft  him. 

2  and 
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and  fpoke  to  a  numerous  affembly  of  the  Roman  People,  feemingly  un- 
reftrained  and  unawed  by  military  force.  The  city,  however,  had  not 
yet  recovered  from  the  confternation  with  which  the  People  was 
feized :  the  prefent  affembly  was  not  fufficiently  attended  by  perfons,  on 
whom  the  confpirators  could  rely  for  their  fafety.  It  was  thought 
moft  prudent,  therefore,  that  Brutus  and  Caffius  fhould  return  to  their 
friends  in  the  capitol,  and  that  from  this  place  they  fhould  treat  of  an 
accommodation  with  Antony,  and  with  the  other  leaders  of  the  op- 
polite  party. 

On  the  following  day,  Antony,  feeing  that  the  reftorers  of  the 
commonwealth  remained  in  the  capitol,  and  abftained  from  violence 
againfl  any  of  the  fuppofed  friends  or  adherents  of  Caefar,  ventured 
abroad  from  his  lurking  place,  and  refumed  the  drefs  and  enfigns  of 
Conful.  In  this  capacity  he  received  a  meffage  from  the  confpirators, 
defiring  a  conference  with  himfelf  and  with  Lepidus.  Antony,  though, 
in  times  of  relaxation  and  fecurify,  extravagant,  diflipated,  and  in  ap- 
pearance incapable  of  ferious  affairs  3 ;  yet  in  arduous  fituations  he 
generally  belied  thefe  appearances,  was  ftrenuous,  cautious,  and  able. 
He  did  not  yet  perceive  how  far  the  party  of  Caefar  was  or  was  not 
extinguiihed  with  its  leader.  The  only  military  force  in  Italy  was 
at  the  diipolal  of  Lepidus,  of  whom  he  was  jealous.  In  his  anfwer 
therefore  he  affumed  an  appearance  of  moderation  and  regard  for 
the  commonwealth,  and  referred  every  queftion  to  the  Senate,  which 
he  had  already  fummoned  to  affemble. 

In  expectation  of  this  meeting  of  the  Senate,  all  parties  were  bufy 
in  confultations,  and  in  foliating  fupport  to  their  intereft.  The 
friends  of  the  confpirators  were  in  motion  all  night  vifiting  the  Se- 
nators, and  preparing  meafures  for  the  following  day.  The  veterans 
of  Caefar,  both  officers  and  legionary  foldiers,  apprehending  that  the 

3  If  I  am  not  millaken,  fays  Cicero,  upon  lib.  xiv.  ep.  3.  quern  quidem  ego  xpularum 
xhis  occafion,  he  minds  eating  and  drinking  magis  arbitror  rationem  habere,  quam  quid- 
even  more  than  mifchief.     (Cicero  ad  Attic,     quam  mali  cogitare.) 

Vol.  III.  I  grants 
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V  c*°  K    grants  of  land  la)  vde  to  themfelves  might  be  recalled,  went  to 

and  fro  in  the  ftreets,  and  made  application  wherever  they  had  accefs, 
with  reprefentations  and  threats.  They  even  provided  themfelves 
with  arms,  and  prepared  to  overawe  the  Senate  by  their  numbers. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  night,  Lepidus  had  marched  into  the 
city  with  the  legion  he  commanded,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  Fo- 
rum. To  the  People  who  affembled  around  him  he  lamented  the 
death  of  Cxfar,  and  inveighed  againft  the  authors  of  this  unexpected 
event.  By  this  declaration,  lie  encouraged  the  partizans  and  retainers 
of  the  late  Dictator  to  come  abroad,  and  rendered  the  ftreets  and  paf- 
fages  exceedingly  dangerous  for  thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  of 
the  oppofite  party.  Cinna,  who,  to  evince  his  zeal  for  the  reviving 
republic,  had  refigned  the  office  of  Prsetor  conferred  upon  him  by 
Casfar,  was  attacked  on  his  way  to  the  Senate,  and  narrowly  efcaped 
with  his  life. 

Antony,  in  that  bufy  night,  had,  by  his  credit  with  Calpurnia  the 
widow  of  Caffar,  got  poffeffion  of  all  his  memorials  and  of  all  his 
writings,  and  had  fecured  an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  which  had 
been  depofited  by  him  in  the  temple  of  Ops  4. 

On  the  following  day,  being  the  eighteenth  of  March,  the  Senate 
affembled,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  in  the  temple  of  the  Earth.  The 
veterans  befet  the  doors  \  Dolabella  prefentcd  himfelf,  ufhered  in 
by  the  Lictors,  and  took  poffeffion  of  one  of  the  Confuls  chairs. 
Antony  being  feated  in  the  other,  moved  the  Affembly  to  take  into 
confideration  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  commonwealth.  He  himfelf 
profeffed  great  zeal  for  the  republic,  and  a  difpoiition  to  peace  *. 
The  greater  part  of  thofe  who  fpoke  after  Antony  juftified  or  extolled 
the  act  of  the  confpirators,  and  moved  that  they  mould  have  public 

4  Cicero  fays,  fepties  Millies  H.  S.  about  omni  ratione  veterani  qui,  armati  aclerant, 
fix  millions  fterling,  Philip,  ii  c  37.  4000  cum  prefidii  nos  nihil  haberemus,  defendendi 
Talents.  Plut.  in  Anton.  fuerunt? 

5  Cicer.  ad  Attic,  lib.  xiv.  ep.  14.  Nonne  *  Ibid.  Philip,  i.  c.  i.t 
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thanks  and  rewards  for  their  fervices.  This  they  fupported  by  a  charge    c  H  A  p- 

of  ufurpation  and  tyranny  againft  Caefar.     Upon  this  point,  however, 

Antony  thought  proper  to  interpofe ;  reminded  the  Senators  how 

nearly  many  of  them  were  concerned  in  this  queftion.     "  They  who 

"  are  to  vote  in  it,"  he  laid,  "  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  if  Cxfar  Ihall 

"  be  found  to  have  acted  with  legal  powers,  his  acts  will  remain  in 

"  force  ;  if  otherwife,  all  the  proceedings  that  took  place  during  his 

"  adminiftration  muft  be  erazed  from  your  records ;  and  his  body, 

"  as  that  of  a  traitor  and  a  tyrant,  made  faft  on  a  hook,  muft  be 

"  dragged  through  the  ftreets,  and  caft  into  the  Tiber.     This  fen- 

M  tence  would  affect  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  empire,  or  would  ex- 

"  tend,  in  its  application,  farther  perhaps  than  we  fhould  be  able  to 

"  enforce  it  by  our  arms.     Part  indeed  is  in  our  power.     Many  of 

"  us  hold  offices,  or  are  deftined  by  Cxfar's  nomination  to  office?, 

"  either  at  home  or  abroad.     Let  us  begin  with  diverting  ourfelves 

"  of  what  we  now  hold  ;  and  with  renouncing  our  expectations  for 

"  the  future.     After  we  have  given  this  proof  of  our  difmterefted- 

"  nefs,  our  allies  abroad  will  liften  to  us,  when  we  fpeak  of  recalling 

M  the  favours  granted  to  them  by  the  late  Dictator." 

By  this  artful  turn,  which  was  given  by  Antony  to  the  fubject 
now  under  deliberation,  many,  who  in  the  late  arrangements  made 
by  Caefar,  held  places  in  the  Senate  or  magiftracy,  or,  who  were  by 
his  appointment  deftined  to  fucceed  to  high  offices  at  home  or 
abroad,  were  greatly  difconcerted.  Some  of  thofe  who  were  actually 
in  office,  as  retainers  of  the  late  ufurpation,  refigned  their  powers, 
and  laid  down  the  enfigns  of  magiftracy  on  the  fteps  where  they  fat ; 
but  Dolabella,  who,  in  confequence  of  a  deftination  made,  though 
not  fulfilled  by  Cscfar,  had  recently  affumed  the  Confular  robes,  and 
who,  being  under  the  legal  age,  had  no  hopes  of  being  re-elected  by 
the  free  voice  of  the  People,  notwithftanding  his  declaration  in  favour 

I    2  Of 


Co  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

BOOK    0f  the  authors  of  Caefar's  death,  pleaded  for  the  neceffity  of  fuftaining 

V  ■ 

all  the  adls  and  decrees  of  that  ufurper. 

While  the  Senators  were  engaged  in  debate  on  the  terms  of  their  firft 
refolution,  relating  to  the  act  of  the  confpirators  and  the  death  of 
Caefar,  the  People,  who  had  aflembled  in  great  multitudes  in  the  market 
place,  became  impatient  to  know  what  was  paffing,  and  preffed  on  the 
doors  of  the  temple  where  the  Senate  was  met,  with  ibme  attempts  to 
force  or  break  them  open  \  On  this  occafion,  Antony  and  Lepidus 
thought  proper  to  go  forth,  under  pretence  of  appeafing  the  tumult ; 
but  with  a  real  intention  to  obferve  what,  in  this  critical  ftate  of  af- 
fairs, was  the  prevailing  difpofition  of  the  People,  with  a  full  refo- 
lution to  be  governed  in  their  own  meafures,  by  what  feemed  to  be 
the  will  of  the  multitude.  Finding  the  humour  of  the  majority, 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  troops  fuch  as  they  defired,  menacing  and 
fanguinary  againfl  the  confpirators,  they  endeavoured  to  enflame 
their  paflions,  employing  figns  and  geftures  of  indignation,  rather 
than  words,  which  could  not  be  heard.  Among  other  expreffions  of 
this  nature,  Antony  laid  open  his  bofom,  to  fhew  the  armour  with 
which  he  had  thought  neceiTary,  in  the  Senate,  and  amidft  fo  many1 
concealed  enemies,  to  guard  his  life.  By  this,  and  other  figns  which 
he  made,  he  infinuated  that  Caefar  had  fallen  in  confequence  of  his 
exceflive  confidence,  and  of  the  clemency  with  which  he  had  fpared 
thofe  who  became  his  murderers. 

From  this  fcene,  which  palled  in  the  ftreets,  Antony  returned  to. 
the  Senate  ;  and  8  the  debate  being  relumed,  Dolabella  alleging  the. 
confufion  which  muft-arife  from  a  general  fufpenfion  of  magiftracy^ 
and  the  diforders  attending  general  elections  at  fo  critical  a  time,  in- 
filled, that  all  the  magiftrates  now  in  office  fhould  continue.  Cicero, 
pleaded  for  a  general  amnefty  and  oblivion  for  the  pad  j  enumerated. 

7  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  ii.  *  Ibidem. 

*  the 
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the  evils  which  had  been  brought  on  the  republic,  by  the  contentions    CHAP. 

and  by  the   vindictive  fpirit   of  party  ;  propofed  that  none  ihould    <■      tf       *, 

be  queftioned  for  Caefar's  death,  nor  any  one  be  called  to  account  for 

any  violence  committed  under  his  authority ;  that  the  arrangements 

made  by  Csefar  mould  remain  j   that  every  one  declined  to  office,. 

mould  in  his  turn  fucceed  according  to  that  destination  ;   and  that  all 

the  proviiions  made  for  the  army  mould  be  fully  fecured  to  them '. 

After  fome  oppofite  opinions  on  the  queftion  had  been  delivered,. 
Antony  concluded  the  debate  with  a  tone  of  more  authority  than 
he  had  hitherto  aflumed.  "  While  you  deliberated,"  he  faid,  "  on 
"  the  conduct  which  you  were  to  hold  with  refpect  to  the  confpi- 
"  rators,  I  chofe  to  be  filent ;  but  when  you  changed  the  queftion,, 
"  and  propofed  to  condemn  the  dead,  I  ventured  only  to  make  one 
"  objection,  which  being  removeable  by  yourfelves,  ought  to  have 
"  been  the  leaft  of  all  your  difficulties.  And  yet  I  find  it  is  fuffi- 
"  cient  to  ftop  all  your  proceedings  !  What  are  we  to  think  of  the 
"  remaining  objections  I  The  whole  fabric  of  the  empire  refts  at 
"  this  moment  on  eftablifhments  made  by  Cxfar  j  at  home  on  the 
"  arrangements  he  has  made  in  the  fucceffion  to  office  ;  abroad  on 
"  the  grants  of  pofleffions  or  immunities  made  by  him  to  princes,. 
u  cities,  corporations,  and  provinces,  and  on  the  fsveral  conditions- 
**  he  has,  in  return,  ftipulated  with  them  on  behalf  of  the  Roman 
"  People.  Imagine  then,  upon  the  fubverfion  of  what  he  has  efta- 
"  blifhed,  what  fcenes  of  confufion  muft  follow.  It  is  true,  con— 
"  fufion  at  a  diftance  may  not  affect  you  ;  but  the  feene  in  Italy  will. 
**  be  fufficient  to  occupy  your  utmoft  attention;  Will  the  veterans,, 
"  do  you  think,  who  have  not  yet  laid"  down  their  arms,  or  not; 
"  loft  the  ufe  of  them,  of  whom  many  thoufands  are  now  in  this* 

city,  will  they  allow  thcmfelves  to  be  ftripped  of  the  grants  whichi 


M 


9  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xliv.  c.  34. 
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"  were  made  to  them  in  reward  of  long,  dangerous,  and  faithful 
"  fervices  ?  You  have  heard  their  voice  laft  night  in  the  ftreets.     You 
"  have  heard  their  menaces  againft  the  authors  of  our  prefent  dif- 
"  treffes.     Will  they  behold  with  patience  the  body  of  their  favourite 
"  leader  dragged  with  ignominy  in  the  ftreets  ?  Will  they  bear  with 
"  an  indignity,  which,  though  done  to  his  memory,  muft  involve  a 
"  forfeiture  of  all  that  they  themfelves  have  received,  or  a  difap- 
"  pointment  of  all   they   expect  in  reward  of  their  fervices  ?  Will 
"  the  Roman  People  in  general  fubmit  to  have  the  principal  author 
"  of  their  prefent  greatnefs  ftigmatized  by  your  decrees  as  a  cri- 
"  minal,   and  to  have  his  afiaflins  rewarded  with  honours? — The 
"  propofal   to  me,  in  all  its  parts,  appears  wild  and  impracticable. 
"  Let  the  confpirators,  if  you  will,  efcape  with  impunity,  provided 
"  they  are  fenfible  of  the  favour  that  is  fhewn  to  them ;  but  talk 
"  not  of  rewards  to  them ;  nor,  under  pretence  of  cenfuring  the  con- 
**  duel;  of  your  late  Dictator,  wildly  open  a  fcene  of  coufufion,  by 
"  fubverting  all  your  prefent  eftabliihments.     My  opinion  is,  that 
"  the  acts  of  Csefar,  without  exception,  mould  be  ratified,  and  that 
"  all  affairs  fhould  be  fuffered  to  move  on  in  the  channels  in  which 
"  he  has  left  them.     On  thefe  preliminary  conditions  I  will  fubmit 
"  to  an  accommodation,  and  agree  that  we  think  no  more  of  the 
«  paft." 

In  delivering  this  fpeech,  Antony  having  perceived  fo  powerful  a 
fuppcrt  in  the  legion  which  now  had  poffemon  of  the  Forum,  in 
the  veterans,  and  in  the  promifcuous  multitudes  of  people  who  were 
aflembled  round  the  doors  of  the  Senate,  expreffed  himfelf  with  af- 
iurance  and  great  vehemence.  A  decree  was  accordingly  palled,  by 
which  all  profecutions,  on  account  of  Cxfar's  death,  were  prohi-' 
bited  ;  all  his  ads,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  were  confirmed  ;  all  his 
plans  ordered  to  be   carried  into  execution  ;    and   all  the   grants  of 

land, 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  Cj 

land,  which  had  been  made  by  him  to  the  veterans,  fpecially  rati-    CHAP. 

fied  9.  ^ v— — » 

This  decree  being  to  be  carried  to  the  People  for  their  ailent  on  the 
following  day,  and  the  accommodation  of  parties  being  fo  far  ad- 
vanced, the  confpirators  intimated  an  inclination  to  addrefs  them- 
fclves  to  the  People  ;  and  were  inftantly  attended  by  great  numbei  ' 
who  aiTembled  to  hear  them  on  the  afcent  of  the  capitol '°.  Brutus 
fpoke  from  the  fteps.  He  explained  the  motives  upon  which  his 
friends  and  himfelf  had  thought  proper  to  betake  them  to  their  pre- 
fent  retreat ;  and,  in  fpeaking  on  this  fubjecl,  complained  of  the  out- 
rage which  had  been  offered  to  China,  who,  though  not  concerned 
in  the  death  of  Caefar,  was  attacked,  for  having  been  fuppofed  to  ap- 
prove of  what  they  had  done.  He  enumerated  the  diftreifes  which 
had  afflicted  the  commonwealth,  from  the  time  at  which  Ccefar  com-  " 
menced  hoftilities  to  the  prefent  hour ;  "  A  period,  during  which' 
"  the  belt  blood  of  the  republic,"  he  faid,  "  was  continually  fhed- 
"  ding,  in  Spain,  in  Macedonia,  and  in  Africa,,  to  gratify  the  am- 
"  bition  or  vanity  of  a  fingle  man.  Thefe  things  however,"  conti- 
nued he,  "  we  confented  to  overlook,  and  in  fuffering  Ca?far  to 
"  hold  the  higher  offices  of  ftate,  became  bound,  by  our  oath  of  hde- 
"  lity,  not  to  call  any  of  his  pail  actions  in  qucftion.  If  we  had  like- 
"  wife  fworn  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  perpetual  fervitude,  our  enemies 
"  might  have  fome  colour  for  the  accufation  of  perjury,  which  we. 
"  are  told  is  now  laid  to  our  charge  ;  but  the  propofal  of  any  fuch. . 
"  engagement  we  mould  have  rejected  with  indignation,  and  we 
"  truft  that  every  Roman  citizen  would  have  done  fo  alio.  Sylla, , 
"  after  having  gratified  his  revenge  againftmany  who  were  no  doubt 
"  his  own  enemies,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  enemies  of  the 
"  public,  at  laft  reftored  the  commonwealth  ;    but  Csefar,  without. 
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any  pretence,  befides  the  gratification  of  his  own  ambition,  con- 
tinued, in  the  city  and  in  the  provinces,  to  ufurp  all  the  powers 
of  the  empire.  The  treafury  he  treated  as  his  property,  and  the 
magiftrates  of  Rome  as  his  creatures,  to  be  placed  or  difplaced  at 
his  pleafure.  One  of  the  laft  acts  of  his  life,  in  preparing  for  his 
departure  from  Rome,  was  to  fix  the  fucceflion  of  magiftrates  for 
feveral  years  ;  in  order  that  in  his  abfence  you  might  not,  by 
chufing  your  own  officers,  recover  the  habit  of  exercifing  that  free- 
dom, and  of  enjoying  thofe  rights,  of  which  he  meant  to  deprive 
you  for  ever." 

From  this  account  of  Csefar's  ufurpation,  Brutus  proceeded  to 
fpeak  of  the  grants  which  had  been  made  to  the  veterans.  "  He 
"  acknowledged  the  long  and  faithful  fervices  which  thofe  men  had 
"  performed  againft  the  enemies  of  the  commonwealth  in  Gaul,  in 
"  Germany,  and  in  Britain  ;  approved  of  the  provifion  which  had 
"  been  made  for  them,  and  affured  them  of  his  concurrence  in  car- 
"  rying  this  provifion  into  full  execution.  At  the  fame  time  he  Ia- 
"  mented  the  fufferings  of  thofe  who  had  been  ftripped  of  their  an- 
"  cient  poffeffions,  to  make  way  for  thole  new  grants  ;  propofed  that 
"  they  mould  have  a  compenfation  from  the  Treafury,  and  hoped 
"  that  the  juftice  of  the  commonwealth  would  be  employed  in 
"  equally  protecting  the  rights  of  every  citizen." 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe ;  and  on  the  following 
day  the  act  of  oblivion  being  confirmed  by  the  People,  and  the 
children  of  Antony  having  been  fent  "  as  hoftages  to  the  capitol, 
the  conlpirators  came  down  from  thence,  and  were  received  with 
loud  acclamations.  After  parties  had  faluted  each  other  with  mu- 
tual congratulations  and  expreftions  of  friendfhip,  Caffius  retired  to 
iup  with  Antony,  and  Brutus  with  Lepidus,     The  republic  appeared 
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:to'be  thoroughly  re-eflablifhed.  The  nobles  in  general  expreffed  their  CHAP, 
-fatisfaction  in  the  prefent  ntuation  of  affairs,  and  extolled  the  au- 
thors of  Csefar's  death  as  the  reftorers  of  freedom  to  their  country. 
Many,  however,  who  had  fhared  in  the  late  ufurpation,  having  tailed 
of  military  power,  and  being  unable  to  aequiefce  in  the  condition  of 
■mere  citizens,  however  dignified,  or  to  accommodate  thcmfelves  to 
the  reftraints  and  formalities  of  legal  government,  were  likely  to 
prove  bad  members  of  the  reviving  republic.  Antony  in  particular 
confidered  himfelf  as  the  fucceflbr  of  Csefar,  and  could  not  for  a  mo- 
ment ceafe  to  think  how  he  might  grafp  the  fovereignty,  and  difpofe 
of  all  the  dignities  and  emoluments  of  the  ftate. 

The  Senate  had  weakly,  under  the  fhew  of  moderation,  refolved 
to  confirm  Cxfar's  will,  and  to  ratify  all  his  acts,  both  public  and 
private ;  they  had  decreed  that  the  remains  of  C&far  fhould  be  ho- 
noured with  a  public  funeral,  which  was  to  be  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner which  his  friends  fhould  think  proper. 

Antony  was  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  thefe  circumftances,  to- 
wards preferving  the  party  of  Csefar  both  in  the  army  and  in  the  city, 
not  doubting  that,  while  this  party  remained,  he  himfelf  fhould  remain 
at  its  head.     For  this  purpofe,  he  published  Cazfar's  will,  in  which 
he  knew  that  there  were  many  claufes  likely  to  gratify  the  People, 
and  to  inflame  their  minds  againft  his  affaffins.     Among  thefe,  were 
a  legacy  of  money  to  be  diftributed  to  the  inferior  citizens,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  Attic  drachmas,  about  two  pounds  ten  fhillings  a  man'1; 
or,  according  to  O&avius,  quoted  by  Dion  Caffius,  300  H.  S.  about  the 
fame  fum ;  together  with  an  alignment  of  his  gardens  on  the  river, 
as  public  walks  for  the  fervice  and  pleafure  of  the  People.     Many  le- 
gacies were  likewife  bequeathed  to  private  perfons.     The  inherit- 
ance, with  the  name  of  Csefar,  was  devifed  to  O&avius,  grandfon  to 
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BOOK    his  fifter  Julia.     The  fucceflion,  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  this  young 
i_.  -.- ,    man,  was  devifed  to  Decimus  Brutus,  who,  at  the  fame  time,   to- 
gether with  Mark  Antony,  was  made  guardian  to  the  young  Casfar, 
and  executor  of  the  will. 

Upon  the  publication  of  this  will,  the  partizans  of  Antony  took 
©ccafibn  to  extol  the  munificence  raid  generofity  of  Csefar  towards  the 
Roman  people,  to  blacken  the  conduct  of  the  confpirators,  repre- 
fenting  thatof  Decimus  Brutus,  in  particular,  as  equal  to  parricide;  and 
Antony,  in  this  manner,  having  fecured  the  public  attention  and  fa- 
vour, proceeded  to  celebrate  the  funeral  with  all  the  honours  that 
were  due  to  a  public  benefa&or,  and  to  a  common  parent  of  the 
People. 

Ca:far's  body,  in  the  general  confirmation,  had  been  left  for  fome 
hours  on  the  fpot  where  it  fell.  It  was  at  laft  borne  on  a  litter  by 
a  few  flaves  to  his  own  houfe.  In  this  confufion,  one  of  the  arms, 
all  over  bloody,  was  left  hanging  over  the  fide  of  the  litter;  and  this 
circumftance,  though  at  the  time  in  appearance  unnoticed,  yet  re- 
mained with  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  beheld  it. 
On  examining  the  body,  there  were  found  twenty-three  wounds, 
fuffkiently  ghaftly,  although  no  more  than  one  or  two  were  mortal.. 
Antony  determined  to  exhibit  this  fpectacle  to  the  People,  accompa- 
nied with  that  of  the  robes,  which  were  pierced  and  torn  in  the 
druggie  with  which  Ca?far  fell,  and  all  over  ftained  with  his  blood». 
He  likewife  ordered  a  folemn  dirge  to  be  performed,  with  interludes 
of  mnfic,  agreeable  to  the  practice  at  Roman  funerals,  and  fuited 
to  that  particular  occafion.  He  himfelf  prepared  to  fpeak  the  ora- 
tion ;  and  a  day  being  fixed  for  the  folemnity,  a  pile  was  raifed  in 
the  Campus  Martius,  near  to  the  tomb  of  Julia,  the  daughter  of  the 
deceafed,  and  the  wife  of  Pompey.  Although  it  was  intended  that 
the  body  mould  be  confumed  on  this  pile  in  the  Campus  Martius, 
the  funeral  oration  was  to  be  fpoken  from  the  Roftra  in  the  Forum, 

and. 
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and  a  couch  was  placed  there,  adorned  with  ivory  and  gold,  on  CHAP, 
which  was  laid  the  corpfe,  with  an  effigy  of  the  deceafeu,  covered 
with  purple,  and  over  it  a  trophy,  on  which  was  to  be  hung  the 
robes  in  which  he  was  killed.  The  whole  of  this  pageant  was  co- 
vered up,  and  adorned  with  a  gilded  canopy  of  ftate.  In  bearing  it 
to  the  Forum,  the  pall  was  carried  by  magiftrates  then  in  office,  or 
bv  perfons  who  had  pafTed  through  the  higheft  ftations  of  the  com- 
monwealth. But  in  the  proceffion,  the  ftreets  were  fo  crowded,  that 
no  order  could  be  kept,  and  multitudes  who  ought  to  have  paiTed  in 
regular  proceffion,  hurried  by  the  fhortefl  ways  to  the  place  at  which 
the  obfequies  -were  to  be  performed  ll. 

Antony  began  the  funeral  oration,  with  an  apology  for  intruding 
on  the  patience  of  many,  who  poffibly  took  no  particular  concern  in 
the  cataftrophe  of  Csefar's  life.  "  Had  Csefar  been  a  private  man," 
he  faid,  "  I  fhould  have  proceeded  to  his  funeral  in  fdence  ;  but  one 
"  who  has  died  in  the  firft  ftation  of  the  republic,  is  entitled  to  pub- 
"  lie  notice.  And  my  own  ftation  as  Conful,  were  I  qualified  for  the 
"  talk,  would  have  impofed  on  me  a  fpecial  duty  on  this  occafion ; 
"  but  in  this  inflance,  the  eulogium  of  the  dead  mufl  proceed  from  a 
"  higher  authority  than  mine.  The  Senate  and  the  people  of  Rome 
"  have  fpoken,  and  they  have  left  to  me  only  the  talk  of  repeating 
"  what  they  have  faid."  After  thefe  words,  he  read  over  the  de- 
crees of  the  Senate  and  People,  enumerating  the  titles,  dignities, 
honours,  and  powers,  which  had  been  conferred  on  Csefar.  He 
fpoke  of  the  luftre  of  his  family,  the  graces  and  accomplishments  of 
his-perfon,  and  of  his  fmgular  abilities  ;  gave  a  general  account  of 
the  wars  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  ;  his  fplendid  fucceffes,  and  the 
acceffion  of  glory  and  of  empire  he  had  procured  to  the  F-oman  ftate: 
and  when  he  had  gained  fo  far  on  the  attention  of  his  audience,  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  popular  part  in  particular.     "  When  you  were 
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"  oppreffed,"  he  faid,  "by  a.  faction  that  engrafted  all  the  powers- 
"  and  dignities  of  the  commonwealth, ,  Gastar  generoufty  interpofed 
"  in  your  behalf.      When  this  faclion  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from 
"  the  allegiance  that  was  due  to  the  government  of  their  country  ; 
"  and  when  they  had  actually  armed  firft  the  provinces  of  Spain,. 
"  afterwards   Macedonia,  Greece,  Afia,  Africa,  and  all  the  eaftern. 
"  parts  of  the  empire  againft  you,   he  braved  the  ftorms  of  winter  and- 
"  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy;  he  difperfed  the  cloud  which  had- 
"  gathered  over  your  heads  ;  he  carried  the  glory  of  your  arms  into 
"  Alia,  Africa,  Egypt,  and  yet  a  third  time  into  Spain.     His  enemies 
"  every  where  experienced  his  valour  in  battle,  and  his  clemency  in 
"  victory.    He  pardoned  many  who  were  repeatedly  in  arms  againft 
"  him  ;  and  when  he  dreaded  the  effeds  of  anexceffive  lenity  towards 
"  thole  who  appeared  to  be  incorrigible,  he  fought  for  pretences  to 
"  pardon  his  enemies,  under  the  Ihew  of  gratifying  his  friends*" 

"  On  the  fubject  of  his  adminiftration  in  the  ftate,  I  need  not 
"  make  any  obfervation  to  you.  You  were  witneffes  of  his  conduct. 
"  Defcended  of  your  ancient  kings,  he  had  more  glory  in  refufing  a 
"  crown  that  was  offered  to  him,  than  they  had  in  wearing  it  with 
"  all  its  honours.— You  loved  him — you  fet  him  at  the  head  of  )  cur 
*'  priefthood — at  the  head  of  your  army — at  the  head  of  the  re- 
"  public; — you  declared  his  perfon  facred  as  that  of  your  Tribunes 
"  — y0U  declared  him  the  father  of  his  country — you  Ihewed  him 
"  to  the  world,  adorned  with  the  enfigns  of  fovereign  power— your 
"  Dictator — your  guardian,  and  the  terror  of  your  enemies.  But  he 
"  is  no  more.— This  facred  perfon  is  now  breathlefs  before  you. 
"  The  father  of  his  country  is  dead :  not,,  alas !  of  difeafe— not  of 
"  the  decline  of  years— not  by  the  hands  of  foreign  enemies — not 
"  far  from  his  own  country — but  here  within  your  walls,  and  in  the 
"  Roman  Senate,  in  the  vigour  of  health,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  de- 
"  figns  for  your  profperity  and  glory.  He  who  often  repelled  the 
t  "  fworda 
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"  fworcli  of  his  enemies,   has  fallen  by  the   hands- of  treacherous    C'I-r  A  pv 

.                                                      II. 
"  friends,  or  by  the  hands  of  thole  whom  his  clemency  had  fpared. >— ..  , « 

":  But  what  availed  his  clemency?  what  availed  the  laws  with  which' 
"  he  fo  anxioufly  guarded  the  lives  of  his  fellow  citizens?  His.  own 
iu  he  could  not  guard  from  traitors.,     His  mangled  body,  and  his  grey 
""  hairs  clotted  with  blood,'  are  now  expofed  in  that  Forum  which  he- 
"  fo  often  adorned  with  his  triumphs;  and  near  to  that  place  of  pub— 
"  lie  debate,  from  which  he  fo  often  captivated  the  people  of  Rome 
"-  with  his  eloquence  'V 

At  this  paffage,  it  is  laid  that  Antony  began  to  change  the  tone  of ' 
lamentation  into  that  of  rage  ;   that  he  railed  his  voice  to  indignation 
and  threats,  but  that  he  was  checked  by  a  general  murmur  of  the  ■ 
Senators  ;  and  that  he  thought  proper  again  to  foften  his  exprefTionr0 
"  The  Gods,"  he  faid,  "  are  mailers  of  the  fortunes  of  men.     It  is 
"  our  part  to  forget  the  paft,  to  look  forward  to  the  future,  to  cul- 
"  tivate  peace  among  ourfelves,  and  to  accompany  this  hero  with 
"  fongs  of  praife  to  the  manfions  of  the  bleft."     Having  fpoke  thefe 
words,  he  tucked  up  his  robe,  and  difengaged  his  arms  as  for  feme 
vehement  aclion ;  and  ftanding  over  the  bier  in  which  the  effigy  was 
laid,  uncovered '  it ;  but,  as  ftarting  from  the  fight,  or  ftruck  into 
filence,  he  held  up  the  torn  and  bloody  garment  to  view,  funk  again 
into  a  forrowful  tone,  and  prayed  that  it  were^  poffible  for  him  to 
redeem  that  precious  life  with  his  own.     Being  interrupted  with  a 
general  cry  of  lamentation  from  the  Peoptej  he  made  a  paufe  to  hear  : 
the  interlude.     At  a  paffage  of  the  long,  in  which  Ca?far  was  per- 
fonated  in  the  following  words,  "'For  this  I  fpared,  that  they  might 
"  murder  me ;"  a  general  cry  of  indignation  burft  from  the  multi- 
tude ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,   the  effigy   of  the  dead,  with  all  its  • 
wounds  and  ftains  of  blood,  being  raifed  to  view,  .the  People  could , 
no  longer  be  retrained.     Part  ran  to  avenge  his  blood  on  the  nerfons 
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BOOK  of  the  confpirators,  and  part  tore  up  the  benches  and  tribunals  of  the 
magiftrates,  difmantled  the  Senate-houfe,  brought  into  heaps  the 
jpoils  of  the  fuppofed  enemies  of  Cxfar,  and  forgetting  the  prepa- 
rations which  had  been  made  for  a  funeral  pile  in  the  field  of  Mars, 
brought  the  moft  precious  combuftible  materials  they  could  find  ta 
light  a  fire  in  the  Forum,  on  which  to  confume  the  body  of  the 
dead. 

From  this  beginning,  the  People  continued  during  the  whole  night 
to  bring  frefh  materials.  The  officers  who  had  attended  the  procef- 
iion,  ftripped  off  the  robes  in  which  they  were  drelTed,  and  caft 
them  in  the  flames.  Women  crowded  to  the  pile,  and  threw  upon 
it,  as  a  facrifice  to  the  manes  of  the  dead,  the  ornaments  of  their 
own  perions,  the  gorgets  and  the  prsetextas  of  their  children.  The 
People,  in  general,  appeared  to  be  feized  with  an  epidemical  phrenzy, 
of  which,  neither  the  degree  of  their  attachment  to  Qefar  in  his  life- 
time, nor  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  firft  accounts 
of  his  death,  had  given  any  adequate  expectations  :  they  ran  through 
the  ftreets  denouncing  vengeance  on  his  enemies,  and  proceeded  to 
violence  againft  every  perfon  who  was  reprefented  as  fuch.  Helvius 
Cinna  being  miftaken  for  Cornelius  of  the  fame  name,  who?  on  the 
preceding  day,  had  declared  his  approbation  of  the  confpiracy,  was 
put  to  death  by  the  populace,  his  body  torn  in  pieces,  and  his  head 
carried  in  proceflion  on  the  point  of  a  fpear  ,s.  The  perpetrators  of 
this  murder  being  led  by  the  retainers  and  dependants  of  Casfar's  fa- 
mily, fnatched  lighted  brands  from  the  funeral  pile,  and  attacked  the 
lioufes  of  Brutus,  Caflius,  and  the  other  confpirators.  They  even 
attempted  to  demolifh  Pompey's  theatre,  in  which  Ca?far  had  been 
killed,  and  lighting  many  fires  at  once  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
threatened  the  whole  with  immediate  deftruction. 

"  Sucton.  in  C<ef.    Plat.  Ibid.   Appian.  Dio.  Caff.   &c. 

2  in 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC. 

In  thefe  riots,  though  projected  by  Antony,  the  public  dil order 
was  carried  to  a  greater  height  than  he  had  wifhed  or  forefeen.  His 
intention  was  to  incite  a  popular  cry  againft  the  authors  of  Caefar's 
death,  and  to  check  the  Senate  in  any  oppofition  they  were  likely 
to  give  in  the  execution  of  his  own  deligns.  But  when  the  crimes 
which  were  committed  began  to  reflect  difhonour  on  the  party  of 
Caefar,  and  when  all  perfons  of  property  were  alarmed,  and  the  city 
itfelf  was  threatened  with  ruin,  he  found  himfelf  obliged,  with  the 
authority  of  magiilrate,  to  interpofe  and  put  an  end  to  tumults  of  fo 
dangerous  a  nature.  For  this  purpofe,  in  concert  with  Dolabella,, 
he  iffued  an  edict,  prohibiting  the  populace  to  affemble  in  arms  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  and  pofted  guards  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  to  fecure  the  obfervance  of  it. 

Antony  having  by  thefe  means  reftored  the  peace' of  the  city,  and 
difperfed  all  the  crowds  which  had  afTembled,  except  that  which  ftill' 
remained  at  the  place  of  Caefar' s  funeral,  where  the  populace  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  to  feed  the  pile,  he  made  a  journey  to  the  coun- 
try, and  remained  in  Campania  great  part  of  April  and  May.      Du- 
ring thi?  rime,  he  was  affiduous  in  his  vifits  to  the  quarters  and  new 
fettlements  of  the  veterans,  on  whom  he  was  for  the  future  to  rely 
for  fupport  in  the  pretentions,  which  it  is  probable  he  had  already 
conceived,  and  which  were  much  too  high  for  the  fafety  of  the  com- 
monwealth.    In   his  abfence,   one  Ematius,   who  had  formerly  af- 
firmed the  name  of  Marius,  and'  under  this  popular  defignation  had: 
been  bufy  in  difturbing  the  public  peace,  and  who,  upon  this  ac- 
count, had  by  the  late  Dictator  himfelf  been  driven  from  the  city, 
now  again  appeared,,  affected  to  lead  in  the  riotous   honours  which 
were  paid  to  the  memory  of  Caefar,  and,  attended  by  the  populace, 
erected  an  altar  or  monument  on  the  fpot. where  the  corpfe  had  been 
burnt,  and  drew  multitudes  thither  as  to   a  place  of  devotion.     On. 
this  occafion,  Dolabella,  who  had  offended  many  of  the  more  re- 
flect able 
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BOOK    fpectable  citizens,  by  affuining,  without  any  regular  authority,  the 

^ ir- — '    dignity  of  Conful,  now  recovered  their  favour  by  a  vigorous  exercife 

,of  his  power  againft  this  impoftor,  gave  orders  that  Ematius  mould 
be  put  to  death,  many  of  his  accomplices  thrown  from  the  Tarpeian 
;rock,  and  the  monument  or  altar  they  had  erected  mould  be  razed 
to  the  ground  lS. 

By  thefe  executions,  the  peace  of  the  city  feemed  to  be  eftablimed 
.and  even  the  commonwealth  itfelf  in  fome  meafure  reflored.  Both 
the  Confuls  affected  the  character  of  ordinary  magiftrates,  fhewed  a 
proper  deference  to  the  Senate,  and  in  all  things  endeavoured  to  give 
fatisfaction  to  the  friends  of  the  republic.  Antony,  upon  his  return 
to  the  city,  confulted  the  principal  Senators  upon  every  motion  which 
lie  propofed  to  make,  and  referred  the  determination  of  every  que- 
ftion  to  the  free  difcuflion  of  that  body.  He  affected  to  have  no 
fecrets  ;  and  though  empowered  by  the  late  act  of  the  Senate  to  carry 
into  execution  the  different  articles  of  Casfar's  will,  and  to  complete 
all  his  intended  arrangements,  he  did  not,  under  this  description,  pro- 
pofe  any  meafure  but  what  was  generally  known  and  approved  '7. 

In  pursuance  of  this  fyftem  of  moderation,  it  was  propofed  by 
Antony,  that  Sextus,  the  remaining  fon  of  Pompey,  Who  under  the 
authority  of  the  late  Dictator  had  been  declared  an  outlaw,  mould  be 
reftored  to  his  country,  and  have  a  compenfation  in  money  for  the 
lolTes  which  had  been  fuftained  by  his  family:  and,  to  provide  like- 
wife  for  the  future  fafety  of  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as  for  that 
,cf  private  perfons,  it  was  propofed  that  a  law  mould  be  enacted  to 
abolifh  for  ever  the  name  and  power  of  Dictator.  At  the  fame 
time,  all  the  honorary  votes  which  had  paffed  in  favour  of  Brutus 
and  Cantos,  and  every  act  which  had  a  tendency  to  mitigate  the 

16  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  xliv.  e.  50  &  51.  App.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib,  ii. 
*7  Cicero  Philip,  i.  c.  i. 
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animofity  of  Caefar's  party,  to  pacify  the  veterans,  and  to  incline    c  **  A  p- 

them,  without  any  further  difturbancc,  to  fettle  on  the  lands  which    ' - — — * 

had  been  allotted  tO  them,  had  his  concurrence. 

The  Senate,  in  order  to  terminate  as  foon  as  poffible  every  occa- 
fion  of  public  uneafinefs  or  alarm,  although  they  greatly  difapproved 
of  the  reward  that  was  given  to  the  army,  for  having,  in  a  manner, 
fubdued  the  republic,  and  had  reafon  to  dread  the  precedent,  yet 
haftened  to  the  performance  of  all  Caefar's  engagements,  in  order  to 
deprive  the  veterans  of  any  pretence  for  multiplying  their  demands, 
or  remaining  together  in  arms. 

Thefe  circumftances  had  a  very  favourable  afpecT,  and  the  ftorm, 
which  threatened  the  city  and  the  commonwealth,  appeared  to  be 
laid.  Many  had  foretold,  that  the  permiffion  of  a  public  funeral  to 
Casfar  would  have  dangerous  confequences ;  and  during  the  late  tu- 
mults and  riots  thought  themfelves  fufficiently  juftified  in  thefe  pre- 
dictions. But  their  apprehenfions  now  appeared  to  have  been 
groundlefs,  and  the  authors  of  the  late  moderate  counfels,  in  which 
the  Senate  was  induced  to  temporife,  and  to  make  conceffions  in  fuch 
matters  as  were  of  lefs  moment,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  animofity  of 
parties,  and  to  obtain  their  confent  in  matters  of  more  confequence, 
were  now  highly  applauded. 

All  the  confpirators,  in  the  height  of  the  late  diforders  which 
arofe  on  account  of  Casfar's  funeral,  had  withdrawn  from  the  city, 
and,  under  different  honourable  pretences  which  were  furnifhed 
them  by  the  Senate,  continued  to  abfent  themfelves  from  Rome. 
Many  of  them  had  been  formerly  named  to  the  government  of 
provinces,  and  now  proceeded  to  take  poffeflion  of  their  lots.  De- 
cimus  Brutus,  in  this  capacity,  repaired  to  the  Cifalpine  Gaul,  Tre- 
bonius  to  Afia,  and  Tullius  Cimber  to  Bythinia. 

Marcus  Brutus  had  been  appointed  to  the  government  of  Macedo- 
nia, and  Camus  to  that  of  Syria  ;  but  the  two  laft  being  a&ually  in 

Vol.  II L  L  office 
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BOOK  office  as  Prxtors,  could  not  take  poffeffion  of  provinces  until  the 
expiration  of  their  year,  nor  could  they  regularly  abfent  themfelves 
from  the  city,  without  fome  decree  from  the  Senate  to  difpenfe  with 
their  attendance  as  officers  of  Hate.  Under  the  prefent  favourable 
afpect  of  public  affairs,  and  after  the  Confuls  had  given  fuch  evident 
proofs  of  their  refpect  for  the  commonwealth,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
the  authors  of  the  late  revolution  might  now  return  in  fafety  to  the 
capital ;  and  Cicero  himfelf,  on  this  occafion,  was  fo  confident  of 
the  perfect  reftoration  of  peace  to  the  republic,  that  in  writing  to  At- 
ticus,  he  allures  him,  that  "  Brutus  may  now  walk  the  ftreets  of 
"  Rome  with  a  crown  of  gold  on  his  head."  In  this,  however, 
with  all  his  penetration,  he  had  over-rated  the  profeffions,  and  mif- 
taken  the  defigns  of  Antony.  This  profligate  adventurer,  the  more 
dangerous  that  he  was  fuppofed  by  his  debaucheries,  diiqualified  for 
any  deep  or  arduous  delign,  had  affiimed  the  difguife  of  moderation 
and  deference  to  the  Senate,  merely  to  conceal  his  intentions,  until 
he  had  formed  a  party  on  which  he  could  rely.  He  had  fo  far  im- 
pofed  on  the  public,  by  affecting  to  be  alarmed  with  danger  to  his 
own  perfon.from  the  riots  which  he  was  employed  to  fupprefs  after 
the  funeral  of  Casfar,  that  the  Senate  permitted  him  to  arm  his 
friends ;  and  fuffered  him,  under  their  own  authority,  to  affemble  a 
powerful  body  of  men,  amounting  to  fome  thoufands,  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  officers  who  had  ferved  under  the  late  Dictator,  and  who 
now  fubmitted  to  act  as  the  guards  of  Antony's  perfon  ,s.  Being 
thus  ftrengthened,  when  the  return  of  Brutus  and  Caffius  was  men- 
tioned to  him,  he  betrayed  the  falfehood  of  his  former  profeffions^ 
"  They  cannot  be  fafe,"  he  faid,  "  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  of 
"  Csefar's  retainers  and  friends  "." 

Antony  was  greatly  awed  by  the  abilities  of  Brutus  and  Caffius, 
by  the  refpect  which  was  paid  them  by  the  public,  by  their  credit 

s5     Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  i,  ,!>  Ciccr.  ad  Familiar,  lib,  xi.  ep.  i . 

with 
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with  the  Senate,  and  by  their  determined  refolution  to  maintain   its    C  H  A  P. 
authority.     In  order,  therefore,   to  fortify  himfelf  againft  them,  he    v_  -.-■  _j 
maintained  a  contmualcorreipondence  with  the  veterans  of  the  late 
Caefar's  army,  courted  their  attachment,  and  ftated  himfelf  as  their 
protector  and  leader.     In  this  capacity,  he  made  his  vifit  to  their  fet- 
tlements  in  Campania,  where,  it  has  been  obferved,  he   paffed  the 
greater  part  of  the   months  of  April  and  May.     At  his  return,  he 
endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  ftill  more,  by  entering  into  a  con- 
cert with  Lepidus,  who,  in   the  quality  of  fecond  in  command  to 
Casfar,  or  general  of  the  horfe  to  the  Dictator,  remained  at  the  head 
of  all   the  military  forces  in  Italy.     He  engaged  himfelf  to  obtain 
for  Lepidus  the  dignity  of  chief  Pontiff;  and,  in  order  to  cement  the 
union  of  their  families,  propofed  a   marriage  of  his  own  daughter 
with  the  fon  of  this  officer.     Pie  had  been  averfe  to  the  promotion 
of  Dolabella ;  and,  at  the  death  of  Cacfar,  would  have  oppofed  his 
alfuming  the  dignity  of  Conful,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  at  firft, 
by  the  uncertainty  of  his  own  fituation,  and  afterwards  by  the  coun- 
tenance which  this  intruder  into  public  office  began  to  receive  from 
the  Senate.     In  thefe  circumftances,  to  difpute  the  acceffion  of  Do- 
labella, would  be  to  throw  him  intirely  into  the  hands  of  the  repub- 
lican party  ;  he  thought  proper  therefore  to  difguife  his  inclinations, 
and  took  meafures  to  gain  him,  or  at  leaf!  to  fet  him  at  variance 
with  the  authors  of  the  late  confpiracy.     For  this  purpofe,  he  made  a 
tender  of  his  fervices  to  procure  him  an  appointment  to  command  in 
any  of  the  more  advantageous  provincial  fituations. 

Notwithstanding  that  Caffius  was  already  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Syria,  Antony,  according  to  agreement,  undertook  to  fup- 
port  the  pretenfions  of  Dolabella,  and  to  aid  him  in  fupplanting 
Caffius  at  the  meeting  of  the  Senate,  which  was  to  be  held  in  the  firft 
of  June.  Having  in  this  manner,  with  great  induflry  and  appli- 
cation, ftrengthened  himfelf  by  his  coalition  with  Lepidus  and  Do- 

L  2  labella, 
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labella,  the  one  at  the  head  of  the  army,  the  other  his  own  colleague 
in  the  principal  office  of  the  ftate ;  and  having  fecured  the  attach- 
ment and  fupport  of  the  veteran  foldiers  recently  fettled  in  Italy,  he  no 
longer  kept  any  terms  with  the  Senatorial!  party,  or  with  the  friends 
of  the  republic.  Having  formerly  obtained  a  refolution  of  the  Se- 
nate to  confirm  all  the  acts,  and  to  maintain  the  arrangements  which 
had  be"en  devifed  by  Csefar,  and  being  mafter  of  the  papers  and  me- 
morials in  which  thefe  were  contained,  he  brought  extracts  and  quo- 
tations from  them  in  fupport  of  his  feveral  propofals,  without  pro- 
ducing the  originals ;  and  in  this  form  commenced,  in  the  name  of 
the  dead,  a  reign  more  arbitrary  than  that  of  the  living  Caefar  had 
been.  As  he  had  never  communicated  to  any  one  the  papers  or 
memorials  from  which  thefe  authorities  were  drawn,  he  expunged 
or  he  inferred  whatever  he  thought  proper,  or  even,  without  taking 
this  trouble,  framed  his  quotations  on  every  fubject  to  the  purpofe 
which  he  meant  to  ferve.  He  made  Csefar's  memorials  to  teem  with 
intended  laws  and  acts  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  People  ;  with  grants 
and  forfeitures  of  lands  ;  with  the  pardon  of  crimes  and  recalls  from 
banifhment ;  with  orders  for  levying  contributions  from  princes, 
ftates,  and  private  perfons  ;  with  compofitions  to  be  exacted  from 
towns  and  corporations,  for  the  ranfom  of  their  poffeffions,  liberties, 
and  franchifes  ;  and  even  with  diftinct  refolutions  and  decifions  relat- 
ing to  matters  which  took  their  rife  after  Ccefar's  death  ".  His  wife 
Fulvia,  the  widow  of  Clodius,  likewife  availed  herfelf  of  this  valuable 
mine,  and  fold  offices  and  ccmmiffions,  together  with  intire  pro- 
vinces and  kingdoms1*,  to  thofe  who  were  willing  to  pay  her 
price. 

Among  the  acts  of  Antony,  during  this  Confulate,  is  mentioned, 
a"  change  which  he  made  in  the  judiciary  law,  by  which  he  obtained, 

a0  Cicer.  Philip,  ij.  c.  38.  ™  Ibidem  ad  Atticum,  lib.  xiv.  ep.  12. 

that 
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that  a  certain  number  of  Centurions  mould  be  entered  on  the  rolls  of   C  H  A  P. 

the  judges,  in  place  of  the  revenue  officers  "  whom  Cs;far  had  ex- «* 

eluded.  Relying  on  this  and  other  artifices,  which  procured  him  the 
iupport  of  the  army,  he  rofe  every  day  in  his  prefumption ;  and 
while  he  incited  Dolabella  to  perfift  in  fupplanting  Camus  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Syria,  he  himfelf  propofed  to  fupplant  Brutus  in  his  nomi- 
nation to  the  government  of  Macedonia.  By  this  appointment,  he 
meant  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army,  which  Csefar,  to 
be  in  readinefs  for  his  Afiatic  or  Parthian  expedition,  had  tranfported 
into  Macedonia  ;  and  it  appeared  afterwards  to  be  his  defign,  as 
foon  as  he  had  obtained  the  command  of  this  army,  to  procure  an 
appointment  to  fuperfede  Decimus  Brutus  in  the  province  of  Cifal- 
pine  Gaul,  and,  under  pretence  of  expelling  him  from  thence,  to 
retranfport  this  army  again  into  Italy. 

In  order  to  obtain  acls  for  fo  much  of  thefe  purpofes  as  he  was 
then  about  to  execute,  he  fummoned  all  the  members  of  the  Senate  2} 
to  affemble  on  the  firft  of  June.  He  had  brought  into  the  city,  to 
overawe  this  affembly,  great  numbers  of  the  veterans,  on  whom  he 
himfelf,  befides  confirming  the  fettlements  which  had  been  afligned 
to  them  by  Csefar,  had  bellowed  confiderable  favours.  At  this  meet- 
ing of  the  Senate,  few  of  the  members,  who  were  inclined  to  oppofe 
the  Conful,  thought  that  they  themfelves  could  with  fafety  attend. 
Even  Hirtius  and  Panfa,  though  named  for  the  Confulate  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  protected  by  the  dignity  which  belonged  to  that 
destination,  thought  proper  to  abfent  themfelves  x*. 

At  a  call  of  the  Senate,  fo  ill  attended,  Antony  obtained  for  him- 
felf, without  oppofition,  the  government  of  Macedonia,  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  which  had  been  deftined  for  Alia,  but  which,  from 
Csefar's  death,  had  remained  in  that  province.     He  at  the  fame  time 

**  Tribuni  iErarii.        *3  Cicero  ad  Attic,  lib.xv.ep.  6.        *4  Ibid.  Philip,  i.  c.  2. 
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E  o  O  K  obtained  for  Dolabella  the  province  of  Syria  to  the  exclufion  of 
Caffius ;  and  by  thefe  feveral  acts  ftated  himfelf  and  his  colleague 
as  in  open  enmity  with  the  leaders  of  the  republican  party,  whom. 
they  had  lately  affected  to  court,  but  whom  they  now  proceeded  to 
ftrip  of  the  preferments  and  honours  which  had  been  afligned  to 
them  by  the  commonwealth. 

Under  pretence  of  making  compenfation  to  Camus  and  Brutus  for 
the  lofs  of  the  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Syria,  of  which  they  were 
now  deprived,  Antony  procured  them  appointments  which  they 
confidered  as  an  additional  infult ;  that  of  Brutus,  to  infpect  the 
fupplies  of  corn  from  Afia  ;  and  that  of  Caffius,  to  fuperinteud  the 
fupplies  of  the  fame  kind  which  were  brought  from  Sicily. 

While  the  Senate  complied  with  Antony  in  his  demands  on  thefe 
feveral  fubjects,  they  endeavoured  to  reftrain  his  abufe  of  the  fup- 
rofed  will  and  memorials  of  Ccfar.  For  this  purpofe  they  appointed 
a  committee  of  their  own  number  to  infpect  the  contents  of  thofe 
papers,  and  to  atteft  the  reality  of  fuch  notes  and  inftructions  as  were 
to  be  carried  into  execution  under  the  authority  of  the  Senate.  An- 
tony, however,  paid  no  regard  to  this  appointment,  nor  even  fuf- 
fered  the  committee  to  meet  in  difcharge  of  the  duty  for  which  they 
were  named. 

About  this  time  ",  and  alarmed  by  thefe  violences,  Cicero,  who 
had  hitherto  maintained  fome  degree  of  neutrality  or  moderation 
between  the  parties,  departed  from  Rome.  He  had,  before  the  death 
of  Casfar,  intended  to  withdraw  into  Greece,  under  pretence  of  fu- 
perintending  the  education  of  his  fon  at  Athens,  and  had  obtained 
Csefar's  confent,  and  the  leave  of  the  Senate  for  that  purpofe.  On 
Ccefar's  death,  having  hopes  that  the  republic  was  about  to  revive,  he 
took  his  refolution  to  remain  in  the  city ;  but  being  now  fatisfied 

a6  The  middle  of  June. 
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that  thefe  hopes  were  vain  ;  or,  in  his  own  terms,  obferving,  that, 
although  the  tree  had  been  cut  down  o?i  the  ides  of  March  y  its  roots 
were  yet  intire,  and  made  vigorous  Jhcots,  he   refumed  his   former 
defign  of  abfenting  himfelf ;  and   inftead  of  applying  to  the  Senate 
for  leave,  accepted  from  Dolabella,  the  newly  appointed  governor 
of  Syria,  a  commiffion  of  lieutenancy,  which  he  was  to  employ  as 
a  pretence  for  crofTing  the  Ionian  fea.     In  execution  of  this  defign 
he  arrived  in  the  twenty-fixth  of  June  at  Antium,  where  he  found 
Brutus,  with  his  wife  Porcia,  and  mother  Servilia,  with  other  perfons 
of  diftinction.     He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  Brutus  and  CafTius 
fhould  accept  of  the  commiflions  afligned  to  them  as  infpectors  of  the 
fupplies  of  corn  from  Sicily  and  Afia,  and   fhould   repair  to  their 
feveral  provinces  for  that  purpofe.     While  the  company  were  yet 
deliberating  on  this  fubject,  they  were  joined  by  CafTius,  who,  upon 
Cicero's  repeating  what  he  had   faid,  anfwered,  with  a  ftern   coun- 
tenance, That  he  would  not  go  into  Sicily,  nor  accept  as  a  favour, 
what  was  intended  as  an  affront.     He  complained,  that  opportunities 
had  been  loft  of  rendering  effectual  the  firft  and  principal  ftep  which 
had  been  taken  to  deliver  the  commonwealth,  and  was  inclined  to 
blame  Decimus  Brutus  for  fome  part  of  this  neglect.     Cicero  cen- 
fured  the  conduct  of  the  whole  party,  for  not  having  fecured  the 
completion  of  a  bufmefs  that  was  fo  fuccefsfully  begun.      "  You- 
"  ought,"    he  faid,   "  immediately,  upon   the  death   of  Csefar,  to 
"  have  affumed  the  government,  to  have  called  the  Senate  by  your 
"  own  authority,  and  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  fpirit  that  was 
"  generally  raifed  among  the  People  for  the  recovery  of  their  legal 
"  conftitution." 

In  the  refult  of  this  conference,  Brutus  and  CafTius,  as  well  as 
Cicero,  took  their  refolution  to  depart  from  Italy  ;  and  the  two  former, 
with  fo  much  refentment  of  the  indignity  which  they  had  fufFered  ia 
their  appointment  to  infpect  the  importation  of  corn,  that  they  en- 
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gaged  Serviiia  17  to  employ  her  influence  in  having  this  appointment 
expunged  from  the  public  acts  or  records  of  the  Senate.  Before 
their  departure,  they  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  Antony,  conveyed  in 
cxprefhons  that  were  guarded  and  polite ;  but  demanding  an  expla- 
nation of  the  terms  in  which  they  flood  with  him,  and  of  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  he  had  affembled  the  veterans  of  Casfar  in  fuch 
numbers  at  Rome.  Some  time  after  this  letter  was  fent,  they  drew 
up  a  joint  edict  or  manifefto,  fetting  forth  the  caufe  of  their  abfence 
from  the  capital,  and  protefting  againft  the  violence  which  was  daily 
offered  to  the  conftitution  of  the  republic. 

In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  and  to  the  paper  with  which  it  was  fol- 
lowed, Antony  iffued  a  manifefto  full  of  invective  and  contumely, 
and  which  he  tranfmitted,  under  a  formal  addrefs,  to  the  Prastors 
Brutus  and  Caffius,  accompanied  with  a  letter  in  the  fame  ftyle.  The 
originals  of  thefe  feveral  papers  are  loft ;  but  in  reply  to  the  laft,  we 
find  addreffed  to  Antony,  and  figned  by  Brutus  and  Caffius,  the 
following  original  preferved  among  the  letters  of  Cicero  : 

"  Brutus  and  Caffius,  Praetors,  to  Antony,  Conful,  &c. 

"  We  have  received  your  letter,  which,  like  your  manifefto,  is 
'  full  of  reproach  and  of  threats,  and  very  improper  from  you  to 
'  us.  We  have  done  you  no  injury;  and  if  we  were  inclined  to 
'  hoftilities,  your  letter  fhould  not  reftrain  us.  But  you  know  our 
'  refolutions,  and  you  prefume  to  threaten  us,  to  the  end  that  our 
'  pacific  conduct  may  be  imputed  to  fear.  We  wifh  you  all  the 
'  preferments  and  honours  which  are  confiftent  with  the  freedom 
'  of  the  commonwealth.  We  have  no  defire  to  quarrel  with  you  ; 
'  but  we  value  our  liberties  more  than  we  value  your  friendfhip. 
'  Confider  well  what  you  undertake,  and  what  you  can  fupport.  Do 
'  not  be  encouraged  fo  much  by  the  length  of  Cxfar's  life,  as  warned 
'  by  the  fhort  duration  Oof  the  power  he  ufurped.     We  pray  to  God, 

that  your  defigns  may  be  innocent ;  or,  if  they  be  not  innocent, 

"  The  mother  of  Brutus. 

"  that 
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"  that  fhev  may  be  as  little  hurtful  to  yourfelf  as  the  fafetv  of  the    c  H  A  I'- 
"  commonwealth  can  permit  *7." 

Thefe  altercations  led  to  an  open  breach.      The  Prsetors  wrote  to 
Decimus  Brutus,  Trebonius,  arcl   Cimber,  to  put  their  feveral  pro- 
vinces in  a  (late  of  defence,  and  to  make  what  further  proviiion  they 
could   of  men   and  money  as  for  a  certain  war.     Cicero,  in  conti- 
nuing his  voyage  to  Greece,  had  arrived  on  the  fixth  of  Auguft  at 
Leucopetrrc,  beyond  Rhegium  ;  and  had   fet  out   from  thence  ;  but 
being  put  back,  was  met  by  fome  citizens  at  Rhegium,  juft  arrived 
from  Rome,  who  brought  him   copies   of  the  edicts  or  manifeftos 
iflued   by   Caftius  and   Brute-,  with  a   report,    that  a  full    meeting 
of  the  Senate  was  expected  on  the  nrft  of  September ;   that   Brutus 
and  Camus  had  fent  circular  letters  requefting  the  attendance  of  all 
their  friends  ;   that  Antony  was  likely  to  drop  his  dehgns ;  that  the 
caufe  of  the  republic,  having  fo  favourable  an  afpedt,  his  own  de- 
parture was  cenfured,  and  his  prefence  was  earneftly  wifhed  for, 

Upon  thefe  repreientations,  Cicero  took  his  refolution  to  return  to 
Rome,  and  arrived  again  at  Pompeii,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft18. 
Here,  among  the  accounts  of  what  had  parTed  in  the  Senate  on 
the  nrft  of  that  month,  he  was  informed  that  Pifo,  the  father  of 
Calpurnia,  and  father-in-law  of  the  late  Csefar,  had,  notwithftanding 
this  connection  and  his  intereft  in  the  remains  of  the  late  ufurpation, 
vigoroufly  oppofed  the  meafures  of  Antony  ;  and,  on  that  occafion, 
had  acquired  great  diftinclion  as  a  man  of  ability,  and  as  an  upright 
citizen  ;  but  that  not  being  properly  fupported  in  the  Senate,  he  had 
declined  any  further  ftruggle,  and  had  abfented  himfelf  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Cicero,  though  not  greatly  encouraged  by  thefe  reports,  continued 
his  journey  to  Rome ;  and  having  arrived,  on  the   laft  of  Auguft, 

27  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  ii.  ep.  3.  Dated  4th  of  Auguft.         iS  Cicer.ad  Att.  lib.  xvi.  ep.  7. 
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BOOK  found  that  the  expectations  which  he  had  been  made  to  entertain  of 
Antony's  intentions  were  void  of  foundation  ;  and  that  the  outrages 
he  was  likely  to  commit  were  fuch,  as  to  make  it  extremely  unfafe  for 
any  diftinguifhed  friend  of  the  republic  to  come  in  his  power.  For 
this  reafon,  Cicero,  on  the  firft  of  September,  feat  an  excufe  to  the 
Senate,  pleading  the  ill  flate  of  his  health,  which  obliged  him  to  re- 
main fhut  up  in  his  own  houfe.  Antony  confidered  his  abfence 
from  the  Senate  as  an  affront  to  himfelf,  or  as  giving  too  much  coun- 
tenance to  th.2  fufpicions  which  were  entertained  of  his  violent  in- 
tentions. Under  this  impreflion  he  burft  into  rage,  and  fent  an 
officer  to  require  the  attendance  of  Cicero,  threatening,  if  he  perfifted 
in  his  fuppofed  contumacy,  to  pull  down  his  houfe  about  his  ears  } 
the  ordinary  method  of  forcing  thofe  to  fubmiffion,  who  fhut  them- 
felves  up,  or  took  refuge  in  their  dwellings  from  the  fentence  of  the 
law.  He  was  diffuaded,  however,  from  any  attempt  to  execute  his 
threat;  and  being  himfelf  abfent  from  the  Senate  on  the  following  day, 
Cicero  ventured  to  take  his  feat,  and,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Conful, 
delivered  that  oration  which  is  intitled  the  firfl  Philippic.  In  this 
fpeech  he  accounted  for  his  late  retirement  from  the  capital,  and  for 
his  prefent  return,,  in  terms  ftrongly  reflecting  on  the  conduct  and 
adminiflration  of  the  prefent  Conful. 

Antony,  in  his  turn,  greatly  exafperated  by  the-  accounts  he  re- 
ceived of  Cicero's  fpeech,.  prepared  to  reply  at  a  fubfequent  meeting 
of  the  Senate  j  and  delivered  himfelf  accordingly  with  great  acrimony 
againfl  his  antagonifl.     Thefe  mutual  attacks  thus  made  in  the  ab- 
fence of  the  parties,  produced  from  Cicero  that  famous  oration  which; 
is  intitled  the  fecond  Philippic ;.  a  model  of  eloquence  in  the  ftyle  of' 
antient  invective;  but  which,  though  put  in  the  form  of  an  immediate- 
reply  to  imputations  fuppofed' to  be  made  in  his  prefence,.  never  was 
at  all  delivered,  and  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  mere  rhetorical  plead- 
ing in  a  fictitious  cafe..      The  offence,,  however,.,  which  was  given. 
2  by 
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by  the  publication  of  this  invective,  made  a  principal  part  in  the 
quarrel,  which  the  parties  never  ceaied  to  pnriue,  till  it  ended  with 
Cicero's  life. 

While  the  Conful  Antony  in  this  manner  threw  off  the  maflc  of  a 
legal  magiftrate,  and  acted  in  fome  meafure  as  a  perfon  who  iuc- 
ceeded  to  the  military  ufurpation  erected  by  Caffar,  a  new  actor 
appeared  on  the  ilage  of  public  affairs,  from  whole  youth  nothing 
important,  it  was  thought,  could,  for  fome  time,  be  expected.  This 
was  Caius  Octavius,  the  grand  nephew  of  Julius  Csefar,  by  his  niece 
Attia,  and  the  fon  of  Octavius,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  State-prefer- 
ments, had  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  Praetor ;  and  in  this  rank,  hav-*- 
ing  governed  the  province  of  Macedonia,  died  fuddenly  on  his  return 
from  thence.  His  widow,  the  mother  of  this  young  man,  married 
Philippus,  a  citizen  of  moderate  parts,  but  upright  intentions.  In'  the 
houfe  of  Philippus  the  young  Octavius  was  brought  up,  and  -paffed 
his  early  years,  while  his  grand-uncle  was  engaged  in  the  moft  active 
parts  of  his  life,  and  while  he  was  infmuating  himfelf  by  intrigues, 
or  forcing  his  way  at  the  head  of  armies  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  Elevated  by  his  connection  with  this  relation  to  a  high 
fituation,  and  to  higher  views,  he  had  followed  him  in  the  late  cam- 
paign againft  the  fons  of  Pompey  in  Spain,  and  was  intended,  though 
a  minor,  to  fucceed  Lepidus,  under  the  Dictator,  as  general  of  the  horfe. 

Upon  the  return  of  Cxfar  into  Italy,  and  after  the  army  deftined 
for  the  war  in  Afia  had  been  tranfported  into  Macedonia,  the  young 
Octavius  was  fent  to  Apollonia,  as  a  place  at  which  lie  might  con- 
tinue his  ftudies,  and  his  military  exercifes,  and  be  in  the  way  to 
join  the  army,  and  to  attend  his  uncle  in  the  projected  expedition  to 
the  Eait. 

After  Octavius  had  been  about  fix  months  at  Apollonia,  a  rnef- 
fenger  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the  night  with  accounts  of  Gsefar's 
death,  bearing,  that  he  had  fallen  in  the  Senate;  but  without  deter- 

M  2  mining 
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BOOK     mining  whether  he  fell  by  the  hands  of  a  few,  or  in  the  execution 

V. 

of  a  general  refolution  of  the  whole  body.  The  young  man  was 
greatly  dejedted  and  perplexed  in  his  thoughts.  The  military  men 
then  about  him  advifed  him  to  repair  to  the  quarters  of  the  army  in 
Macedonia,  and  to  put  himfelf  at  their  head.  But  his  ftep-father 
Philippus,  and  his  mother  Attia,  in  their  letters,  had  cautioned  him 
againft  this  or  any  other  ambitious  refolution  ;  they  advifed  him  to 
return  into  Italy  in  the  moft  private  manner,  and  warned  him  to 
avoid  giving  any  umbrage  to  the  partizans  of  the  republic,  who  had 
now  got  the  afcendant  at  Rome,  and  would  not  allow  any  perfon 
whatever  to  tread  in  the  dangerous  fteps  of  his  late  uncle. 

O&avius  accordingly  embarked  for  Italy  ;  and  as  he  knew  not  what 
might  be  the  diipofition  of  the  troops  who  were  then  ftationed  at  Brun- 
difium,  he  chofe  to  land  at  Lupia,  a  place  at  fome  little  diftance,  and 
on  the  fame  coaft.  Here  he  received  farther  accounts  from  Rome, 
with  particulars  of  the  confpiracy  ;  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  ; 
accommodation  of  the  parties ;  the  tumults  that  arofe  at  Gaefar's  fu- 
neral ;  the  will,  and  his  own  fhare  in  it  :  but  his  friends  (till  perfifted 
in  recommending  a  private  flation,  and  advifed  him  even  to  drop  his 
pretenfions  to  the  name  and  inheritance  of  Cxfar.  But  this  young 
man,  though  only  turned  of  eighteen,  took  upon  him  to  decide  for 
himfelf  in  this  matter.  He  lent  an  officer  to  found  the  diipofition  of 
the  garrifon  at  Brundifium  ;  and  finding  that  they  were  inclined  to 
revenge  the  death  of  their  late  favourite  leader,  and.  that  they  re- 
lented the  other  proceedings  of  the  republican  party,  he  proceeded  in 
perfon  to  Brundifium  in  the  moft  public  manner,  and  was  met  at  the 
gates  by  the  troops,  who  received  him  with  all  the  honours  thought 
due  to  the  fon  of  CaTar. 

From  this  time  forward,  Odavius  affumed  the  name  and  defigna- 

tion  of  his  late  uncle.     He  was  foon  after  attended  by  perfons  of  ail 

ranks  from  the  neighbourhood   of  Brundifium,  and  let  forward  to 
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Rome  with  a  retinue,  to  which,  as   he   parted  on  the  way,  he   re-    c  H  A  - 

ceived  continual  acceflion  of  numbers.     The   veterans,  in   general,    ' * ' 

who  had  grants  of  land,  flocked  to  him;  complained  of  the  remiffi- 
nefs  of  Antony  in  fuftering  the  affaffins  of  his  own  friend  and  bene- 
factor to  go  unpunifhed,  and  declared  their  refolution  to  be  revenged, 
as  foon  as  any   perfon   appeared   to   lead  them.     Oetavius   thanked 
them  for  their  grateful  refpect  to  his  father's  memory,  but  exhorted 
them  to  moderation  and  fubmifTion.    He  wiihed  to  know  the  ftate  of 
parties  more  exactly  before   he  mould   declare  himfelf ;   and  on  his 
journey  to  Rome,  young  as  he  was,  employed  all  the  caution  and  wari- 
nefs  of  age  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon,  left  any  difguifed  enemies 
mould  have   infmuated  themfelves  amongft  a  multitude  of  profeffed 
friends,  who  were  yet   generally  unknown   to    him.      At  Terracir.a, 
about  fifty  miles  from  Rome,  he  received  a  report,  that  the  Confuls 
had  fuperfeded  Brutus  and  Caffius  in  the  provinces  of  Macedonia  and 
Syria,  and  had  affigned  them  inferior  ftations,    by  this  account,  at 
Cyrene  and  Crete  ;  that  many  exiles  were  recalled,  particularly  Sextus 
Pompeius  ;   and  that,  under  pretence  of  executing  the  intentions  of 
Casfar,  many  new  members  were  admitted  into  the  Senate  29. . 

Oetavius,  upon  his  arrival  at  Rome,  found  his  ftep-father  and 
his  mother  under  great  apprehenfions  from  the  power  of  the  Senate, 
and  from  the  general  dilpofitions  which  appeared  in  the  late  act  of 
indemnity  that  was  palled  in  favour  of  thole  who  had  borne  an  active 
-part  in  Cxfar's  death.  And  theie  apprehenfions  were  ftronglv  con- 
firmed by  the  neglect  of  Antony,  who  took  no  notice  of  his  arrival 
and  did  not  pay  that  attention  which  might  be  thought,  due  to  the 
name  of  Cxfar  ;  but  he  neither  delponded  nor  expofed  himfelf  by 
any  hafty  act  of  prefumption.  He  laid,  "  That,  being  lb  young  a 
"  man,  and  in  a  private  ftation,  he  could   not  expect  that   the  firll 

59  .^ppian.  de  BcIIo  Civile,  lib.  ii. 
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"  advances  mould  be  made  to  him  from  the  Roman  Conful  ;  that 
"  he  would  loon  convince  the  Senate  of  his  dutiful  intentions  to- 
"  wards  them ;  that  all  the  world  muft  applaud  in  him  the  endea- 
"  vours  he  ihould  make  to  bring  the  authors  of  his  father's  death  to 
■"  juftice  ;  that  the  a£l  of  indemnity,  in  favour  of  the  affaflins,  had 
"  palled  when  there  was  no  one  to  oppofe  it  ;  but  that  a  charge  of 
"  murder,  when  directly  brought 30,  could  not  be  flighted  by  the 
"  Senate,  by  the  Roman  People,  nor  even  by  Antony  himfelf :  that 
*'  to  decline  the  inheritance  which  was  left  him,  would  be  difrefpecl:- 
"  ful  to  the  memory  of  C?efar,  and  injurious  to  the  Roman  People, 
"  in  whofe  behalf  he  was  made  executor  of  his  father's  will.  Csefar," 
he  faid,  "  has  diftinguifhed  me,  and  honoured  me ;  and  I  had  rather 
"*'  die,  than  appear  unworthy  of  fuch  a  father."  His  friends  were 
Jilenced  by  the  appearance  of  fo  much  difcretion  and  refolution. 
They  broke  off  the  conference  with  an  advice  which  already  ap- 
peared to  be  unneceflary,  That  he  fhould  do  nothing  ralhly,  nor 
•embrace  violent  meafures,  where  prudence  might  equally  gain  his 
purpofe. 

Next  morning  this  young  man,  attended  by  a  numerous  company 
■of  his  friends,  repaired  to  the  Forum,  and  prefented  himfelf  before 
the  Prretor  C.  Antonius,  in  order  to  declare  in  form  his  acceptance 
of  the  inheritance  of  his  late  uncle,  and  in  order  to  be  inverted  with 
the  name  of  Cacfar.  From  thence  he  went  to  Pompey's  gardens 
where  Antony  then  relided  ;  and  after  being  made  to  wait,  for 
fome  time,  in  a  manner  that  fufficiently  expreifed,  on  the  part  of 
Antony,  a  dillike  to  his  vint,  he  was  admitted  to  a  conference. 

The  young  Oclavius,  having  been  educated  as  the  nearefl  relation 
to  Cadar,  and  deftined  to  inherit  his  fortunes,  had  conceived  the 
extent  of  his  own  importance  from   the   height  of  Cxfar's  power ; 

30  Appian.  de  Bello  Civile,  lib.  ii. 

he 
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fie  confidered  the  fovereignty  of  the  empire,  in  fome  meafure,  as  his  chap. 
birthright,  and  his  own  intereft  as  the  central  point  to  which  all 
public  tranfactions  fhould  tend.  In  this  conference  with  Antony, 
he  is  faid  to  have  betrayed  more  of  this  character  than  iuited  his- 
prefent  condition,  or  than  could  be  reconciled  with  the  difcretion 
with  which  he  had  acted  on  other  occahons.  lie  entered  with  the 
Conful  on  a  review  of  his  conduct  as  an  officer  of  State,  from  the 
death  of  Csefar  to  the  prefent  moment  ;  thanked  him  for  the  regard 
he  had  in  fome  things  fhown  to  his  father's  memory,  and  with  equal- 
confidence  cenfured  and  arraigned  him  in  others.  "  You  did  well," 
he  faid,  "  in  oppofmg  the  thanks  which  the  Senate  was  about  to 
"  decree  to  the  murderers  of  my  father  and  of  your  own  benefactor 
"  and  friend  ;  and  you  did  well  in  depriving  Brutus  and  Caffius  of 
"  the  important  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Syria  ;  but  why  pre- 
"  elude  my  juft  refentments  by  an  act  of  indemnity  ?  Why  affigri 
"  any  provinces  at  all  to  thofe  affaffins  ?  Why  fuffer  Decimus  Brutus, 
M  in  particular,  with  fo  great  a  force,  to  keep  poffeffion  of  Gaul  ? 
"  This  is  not  only  to  fpare,  but  to  arm-  them  againft  me."  He 
concluded  by  demanding  reftitution  of  the  money  which  Antony  had 
feized  in  the  temple  of  Ops  3I,  to  the  end  that  he  might,  without 
delay,  pay  off  to  the  Roman  People  the  legacies  bequeathed  to  them: 
By  Caefar. 

Octavius,  in  this  firft  Ipecimen  of  his  boldnefs  and  addrefs,  although- 
he  ventured  to  infult  the  Roman  Conful,  paid  court  to  the  army  and 
to  the  People;  and  perhaps  wifhed  for  the  reputation  of  having  quar- 
relled with  Antony  on  the  fubject  of  his  remiflhefs  in  avenging  the 
death  of  Csefar,  and  of  his  own  impatience  to  pay  off  the  contents  of 
liis  will.  Antony,  being  furprifed  and  piqued  at  the  arrogance  of 
his  fpeech,  and  of  his  pretenfions,,  endeavoured  to  check  his  ambi-- 

3*  Plut.  in  Antonio,     Appian.  de  Bell.. Civ.  lib,.ii» 
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E  .o  O  K  tion,  by  pulling  him  in  mind,  that  although  he  was  named  the  heir 
dfCaefar's  eftate,  he  muft  not  pretend  to  inherit  his  dignities  ;  that 
the  Roman  conftitution  acknowledged  no  hereditary  rowers  ;  that 
he  ought  to  remember  in  whole  prefence  he  flood  ;  that' the  Roman 
Conml  muft  be  equally  indifferent  to  his  approbation,  or  to  hiscen- 
fare.  "  To  me,"  he  laid,  "  it  was  owing  that  your  uncle  was  not 
"  declared  an  ufurper  and  a  tyrant ;  cohfequently,  to  me  it  is  owing 
"  that  vou  have  any  other  inheritance  by  him  behdes  the  difgrace  of 
"  being  related  to  a  traitor,  whole  body  had  been  dragged  through 
"  the  ftreets,  and  c'aft  into  the  Tiber.  As  to  any  monev  which  mav 
"  have  been  lodged  in  the  treafmy,  of  that,"  he  faid,  "  Csefar  had 
"  already  diverted  too  much  to  his  own  private  ufes ;  that  when  his 
receipts  came  to  be  examined,  and  the  fums  not  accounted  for  to 
"  be  claimed,  much  public  money  might  be  found  among  his 
"  effects  ;  that  Cxfar  himfelf,  if  living,  could  not  refufe  to  make 
"  up  his  accounts  ;  and  that  a  propofal  was  actually  in  agitation  to 
"  have  them  ftated  and  examined." 

From  thefe  altercations,  Octavius  and  Antony  parted  on  very 
ill  terms,  and  were  publicly  known  to  have  quarrelled.  Octavius, 
from  an  affected  zeal  to  put  the  People  in  poffefiion  of  the  legacy 
bequeathed  to  them  by  his  father,  brought  his  own  effects  to  fale. 
Antony,  on  his  part,  promoted  the  inquiry  into  the  applications  of 
public  money,  and  gave  out,  that  the  heirs  of  the  late  Dictator 
would  have  great  fums  to  refund,  and  little  reversion.  Thefe  heirs, 
in  return,  pleaded  the  late  decree  of  the  Senate  and  People,  rati- 
fying all  Caffar's  acts,  and  confequently  precluding  all  inquiries  into 
this,  or  any  other  part  of  his  adminiftration  ;  but  as  Antony  could 
fabricate  acts  of  Caffar,  when  wanting,  to  his  purpofe,  fo  he  could 
let  afide  or  evade  real  acts  when  they  flood  in  his  way. 

In  the  mean  time  the  friends  of  the  republic  rejoiced  at  a  breach 
which  feemed  to  weaken  their  enemies,  and  gave  them  hopes,  that 

a  com- 
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a  competition  for  the  fuccefllon  to  Csefar's  power  would  divide  the    chap, 
army,  and  (hake  the  foundation  on  which  that  power  was  fupported. 
In  this  contefl  Antony,  by  his  age,  his  authority,  and  by  his  great 
influence  in  the  commonwealth,  having  fo  much  the  advantage,  they 
thought  it  fafeft  to  promote  the  intereft  of  his  antagonist,  who  was 
in  a  private  ftation,  a  minor,  under  the  direction  of  relations  inclined 
to  moderation,  and  flrongly  poffeffed  with  deference  to  the  Senate. 
Antony,  by  his  arrogance,  and  the  public  contempt  with  which  he- 
treated  the  heir  of  Cxfar,  gave  offence  to  the  party  from  which  he 
hoped  for  fupport.     Having  already  obtained  all  the  ends  which  he 
propofed   to  himfelf  in  courting  the  Senate,  he  pulled  off  the  mafk, 
and  let  them  at  defiance.     Ottavius,  on  the  contrary,  while  he  en- 
deavoured  to   fupplant  his  antagonist   in  the  favour  of  the  People, 
affected  great  deference  to  the  Senate  and  regard  to  the  common- 
wealth.     He  even  changed  his  language  in  public  refpecting  the  con- 
fpirators,  and  to  their  friends  affected  a  defire  to  be  reconciled  with 
them.    Being  at  the  country-houfe  of  Philippus,  near  to  that  of  Cicero, 
he  took  this  opportunity  to  pay  his  court  to  a  perfon  of  fo  much 
confideration  in  the  republican  party  ;  accofted  him  with  the  title  of 
father,  and  mentioning  his  friends  of  the  confpiracy  with   refpect, 
affected  to  put  himfelf  entirely  under  his  protection  ".     Cicero  being 
either  the  dupe  of  thefe  artifices,  or  willing  to  encourage  Octavius 
againft  Antony,  feemed  to  liften  to  his  profeflions  ;  notwithstanding 
that  Philippus,  who  was  interefted  to  fave  the  republic,  at  the  fame 
time  informed  him  that  he  did  not  believe  this  artful  boy  was  fincere  ". 
While  the  young  Csefar  thus  (trove  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
party  of  the  Senate,  his  chief  reliance  was  on  the  People.     He  opened 
an  office  for  the  payment  of  the  late  Dictator's  legacy  to  every  one 
who  claimed  a  (hare  of  it ;  and  as  thefe  liberalities  were  afcribed  to 

JI  Cic.  ad  Attic,  lib.  xiv.  ep.  it.     Modo  venit  Oftavius  in  proximam  villam  Pkilippi, 
jryhi  totus  deditus.  a  Ibid.   lib.  xii.  ep.  15. 
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BOOK  the  deceafed,  and  could  not  be  made  a  charge  of  corruption  againft 
himfelf,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  extend  them  beyond  the  letter  of  the 
will.  He  endeavoured  at  the  fame  time  to  make  it  be  believed,  that 
by  the  oppreflions  of  Antony  he  was  ftraitened  for  means  to  perform 
his  duty  in  this  refpect  to  the  People  ;  recommended  to  his  agents  to 
haften  the  fale  of  his  own  effects  at  any  price,  and  continually 
brought  new  articles  to  the  market  in  order  to  raife  money 3+.  Being 
introduced  by  one  of  the  Tribunes,  he  delivered  a  harangue  to  the 
People,  in  which  he  declared  his  intention  to  exhibit  mows  and 
theatrical  entertainments  in  honour  of  his  late  father's  memory  3!. 
He  propofed  to  have  feated  himfelf  at  the  theatre  in  his  chair  of 
ftate ;  but  in  this  particular  had  the  mortification  of  being  forbid  by 
the  Tribunes 3*. 

Although  the  Senators  in  general  promoted  the  claims  of  O&avius, 
and  confidered  him  as  a  zealous  confederate  againft  Antony,  who 
was  the  principal  object  of  their  fears,  the  confpirators  faw  in  him 
the  reprefentative  of  their  late  enemy  and  the  leader  of  Csefar's  army. 
They  endeavoured  to  put  their  friends  on  their  guard  againft  him. 
and  by  all  means  in  their  power  to  counteract  his  popular  arts.  For 
tins  purpofe  the  public  entertainments,  which  were  this  year  to  have 
been  given  by  Brutus  in  the  quality  of  Praetor,  were  provided  and 
exhibited  in  his  abfence  with  great  fplendour.  Thefe  entertainments* 
from  animofity  to  the  family  of  Csefar,  rather  than  from  a  regard  to 
Brutus,  were  conducted  by  C.  Antonius,  the  brother  of  the  prcfent 
Conful,  who  prefided  in  the  place  of  his  colleague  the  abfent  Prretor, 
and  who  was  defirous  on  this  oceafion  to  divide  with  Octavius  the 
popular  favour  even  in  behalf  of  Brutus,  with  whom  he  was  not  on 
good  terms  37. 


3*  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii.  3*  Cicer.  ad  Attic,   lib.  xv.  ep.  2. 

w  Cicer.  ad  Attic,  lib.  xv.  ep.  1.  '7  Appian.  de  B,ell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 
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As  fuch  entertainments  were  intended  by  the  Roman  officers  to  in-   C  H  A  P. 

II. 
gratiate  themfelves  with  the  People,  lo  the  reception  they  met  with 

was  conlidered  as  an  indication  of  their  fuccefs  or  disappointment  in 
any  objecl  they  had  in  view.  On  the  prefent  occafion  the  Tereus  of 
Accius  being  brought  on  the  ftage,  and  every  fentiment  of  liberty 
applicable  to  the  times  being  greatly  applauded,  this  was  con- 
sidered as  an  intimation  of  popular  favour  to  the  deliverers  of,  their 
country,  and  to  Brutus  in  particular,  the  giver  of  the  feafl.  His 
friends  thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  make  trial  of  their 
ftrength  ;  and  as  the  Roman  People,  flill  fuppofed  to  be  the  Sove- 
reigns of  the  world,  were  accuftomed,  like  other  defpotical  mafiers, 
to  decide  on  the  greater!  affairs  as  matters  of  private  paflion,  and  in 
the  midfr.  of  their  pleafures,  the  ariftocratical  party  raifed  a  cry,  that 
the  reftorers  of  public  liberty  fliould  be  recalled  to  their  country  3\ 
This  cry  was  not  returned  by  the  audience,  and  the  performance  it- 
felf  was  flopped  by  the  clamours  of  the  oppofite  party,  until  the 
propofal  now  made  in  favour  of  the  confpirators  mould  be  with- 
drawn. 

Brutus  and  Caffius  finding  their  party  among  the  People  fo  little 
able  to  fupport  them,  law  no  fecurity  but  in  the  poffefhon  of  pro- 
vinces which,  in  cafe  of  an  open  attack  from  their  enemies,  might 
fupply  them  with  money  and  arms  for  their  defence.  They  deter- 
mined, therefore,  notwithstanding  the  late  arrangements,  by  which 
they  were  fuperfeded,  to  repair  to  the  provinces  of  which  the  com- 
mand had  been  originally  intended  for  them  ;  Caffius  to  Syria,  and 
Brutus  to  Macedonia  and  Greece.  They  were  encouraged  in  the 
purfuance  of  this  refolution  by  the  divifions  and  quarrels  which  arofe 
in  the  oppofite  party ;  obferving  that  the  adherents  of  the  late  Cxfar 
were  ranged  on  different  fides  with  Oclavius  or  with  Antony,  and 
that   the   army   itfelf,    though  extremely   averfe    to   difputes   which 

38  Cicero  ad  Attic,  lib.  xvi.  ep.  zT 
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BOOK    tended  to  difturb  their  pofTeflion   of  the  government,  were   likely 
v,  — ,-  ..»    to  balance  or  hefitate  in  the  choice  of  their  leader,  they   left  Italy 
with  fome  hopes,  that  the  republic  might  revive  in  the  diffention  of 
its  enemies. 

The  officers  whom  Antony  had  affembled  as  a  guard  to  his 
perfon,  ventured  to  expoftulate  with  him  on  a  breach  which  was  fo 
likely  to  reduce  their  force,  and  they  exhorted  him  to  act  in  conceit 
with  Octavius,  at  leaft  until  they  had  obtained  a  juft  revenge  againft 
the  affaffins  of  Cajfar.  On  this  occafion  Antony  entered  into  the 
reafons  of  his  paft  conduct,  and  accounted  for  the  conceffions  which 
he  had  made  to  the  Senate,  as  neceffiary  to  obtain  the  conditions  on 
which  the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  part)-  depended.  He  re- 
minded his  friends  that  it  was  by  his  means  that  Csefar's  acts  had 
been  ratified  ;  that  it  was  by  his  means  that,  notwithftanding  the  late 
act  of  indemnity,  the  confpirators  had  been  expelled  from  the  city, 
and  (tripped  of  their  provinces.  For  the  future,  he  affured  them,  that 
being  pofTeffed  of  a  proper  force,  he  would  appear  undifguifed,  and 
give  fufficient  proof  of  his  regard  to  Csefar's  memory,  and  to  the 
intereft  of  his  furviving  friends. 

Antony,  in  compliance  with  the  intreaties  which  were  now  made 
to  him  at  this  conference,  had  an  interview  with  Octavius;  at  which 
they  were,  in  appearance,  reconciled  to  each  other  :  but  their  pre- 
tentions were  far  from  being  fufficiently  adjufted  to  render  the  agree- 
ment of  long  continuance.  Octavius  afpired  to  a  degree  of  confe- 
quence  which  Antony  by  no  means  thought  neceffary  to  admit  in  ib 
young  a  perfon.  His  undoubted  title  to  the  inheritance  of  Cxfar, 
and  the  attachment  of  Cxfar's  perfonal  friends,  made  Antony  confider 
his  advancement  as  altogether  incompatible  with  the  fuccefs  of  his 
own  defigns.  Effects  of  their  jealoufies  and  animofities  accordingly 
foon  after  appeared,  fuch  as  rendered-  an  open  breach  again  un- 
avoidable. 

A  vacancy 
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A  vacancy  having  happened  in  the  college  of  Tribunes39,  Oc-  c  **A  v- 
tavius,  though  far  fhort  of  the  legal  age,  was  prefented  by  his 
friends  as  a  candidate  for  this  ftation.  Antony,  without  declaring 
himfelf  openly  againft  them,  publifhed  an  edict,  threatening  with 
profecution  any  perfon  who  fhould  make  a  propofition  to  the  People 
contrary  to  law  ;  and  by  thefe  means  prevented  their  farther  proceed- 
ing in  this  defign. 

Soon  after  this  act  of  authority,  on  the  part  of  Antony,  to  check  the 
ambition  of  the  young  Ca:far,  men  armed  as  for  an  affaflination  were 
difcovered  in  the  Conful's  houfe.  They  were  not  brought  to  any  public 
examination ;  but  it  was  given  out  that  they  had  been  fuborned  by 
Octavius.  Whether  this  plot  was  fabricated,  in  order  to  load  him 
with  the  odium  of  it,  and  to  juftify  the  meafures  which  Antony  him- 
felf meditated  to  take  againft  a  perfon  fuppofed  to  have  aimed  at  his 
life,  or  whether  it  was  by  Antony  actually  believed  to  be  real,  is  un>- 
certain.  It  occafioned  a  confiderable  ferment  in  the  city,  and  the 
parties  reafoned  upon  it  as  they  were  feverally  inclined.  The  friends 
of  Antony  perfifted  in  acculing  Octavius,  and  others  recriminated, 
urging  as  a  proof  of  Antony's  defign  on  the  life  of  Cscfar,  his  having 
recourfe  in  this  manner  to  a  forgery,  which  was  evidently  intended 
to  exafperate  the  army  and  the  people  againft  his  antagonift,  and  to 
juftify  the  violence  which  he  himfelf,  with  the  firft  opportunity,  meant 
to  employ  4°.  Cicero,  however,  fays,  that  people  of  judgment  be- 
lieved the  plot  on  the  part  of  Octavius  to  have  been  real,  and  that 
they  approved  of  it  **. 

In  the  late  interval  of  military  ufurpation,  the  Senators  in  general, 
though  willing  to  refume  the  government,  were  actually  unable  to 
bear  the  load  which  it  was  likely  to  lay  on  their  fhoulders.  They 
rejoiced  at  the  breach  between  Octavius  and  Antony ;   but  if  thefe 

33  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  ii.         4°  Ibidem.         ♦'  Cicero  ad  Famil.  lib.  xii.  ep.  23. 
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adventurers  ihould  continue  to  quarrel  about  the  fpoils  of  the  com- 
monwealth, the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  any  intereft  in  de- 
fending it  were  no  more  than  a  prey  to  the  conqueror.  Clouds 
hung  over  their  councils  on  every  fide.  The  officers  who  had  ferved 
under  Crefar  in  the  late  civil  war,  were  pofted  at  the  head  of  armies 
in  the  moft  advantageous  fituations.  Afinius  Pollio  had  the  com- 
mand in  the  further  province  of  Spain,  Lepidus  in  the  nearer  ; 
Plancus  commanded  in  Gaul,  and  Antony  in  Macedonia.  The  vete- 
rans remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome  with  fwords  in  their 
hands,  anxious  for  the  fettlements  which  had  been  lately  affigned 
to  them  by  Qefar.  Thefe  they  did  not  believe  to  be  fecure,  without 
the  deftruction  of  every  law  and  of  every  form  which  could  be  cited 
to  favour  the  claims  of  the  former  proprietors. 

Antony  made  rapid  advances  to  the  military  ufurpation  he  had 
fome  time  projected.  Having  availed  himfelf  fo  far  of  his  nomi- 
nation to  the  government  of  Macedonia,  as  to  get  poffeffion  of  the 
numerous  and  refpectable  army  which  Ca;far,  on  their  way  to  the 
Parthian  war,  had  tranfported  thither,  he  proceeded  to  exchange  that 
province  for  the  Cifalpine  Gaul ;  and,  under  pretence  of  expelling 
Decimus  Brutus  from  thence,  had  ordered  the  army  of  Cxfar  to  be 
tranfported  back  into  Italy.  Soon  after  the  detection  of  the  fuppofed 
-plot  of  Oclavius  he  departed  from  Rome,  and  fet  out  for  Brundifium. 
The  troops  which  he  had  ordered  from  Macedonia  were  already 
arrived  at  that  place  ;  and  as  he  had  intelligence  that  Oclavius  had 
his  emiffaries  employed  to  feduce  them,  he  haftened  to  prevent  the 
effect  of  this  defign,  and  to  fecure  his  own  authority.  He  pro- 
fefied  to  employ  this  army  merely  in  gaining  pofiefiion  of  the  pro- 
vince which  had  lately  been  decreed  to  him  by  the  People.  But  in 
the  deiire  of  occupying,  with  an  army,  that  very  ftation  from  which 
Cxfar  had  fo  fuccefsfully  invaded  the  republic  ;  and  which,  according 
£o  the  expreffion  of  Cato  on  the  nomination  of  Ccefar  to  that  pro- 
i  vince, 
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vince,  was  in  reality  the  citadel  or  commanding  ftation  which  gave    CHAP, 
poffeflion  of  Rome,  he  fufhciently  evinced  the  defigns  which  he  had 
formed  againft  the  repuhlic,  and   no   lefs  alarmed  the  heir  of  Cxfar, 
who  expected  to  be  the  lirft  victim  of  his  power,  than  it  threatened 
the  Senate  with  a  new  and  dangerous  ufurpation. 

Under  thefe  impreffions,  while  Antony  took  the  road  to  Brun- 
difium,  Octavius  repaired  to  Campania,  and,  by  large  donations  +*  in 
money,  engaged  the  veterans  who  were  fettled  at  Calatia,  Cafilinum, 
and  Capua,  to  declare  for  himfelf.  With  this  powerful  fupport,  he 
publifhed  his  intention  to  withftand  the  Conful,  and  took  meafures 
to  procure  the  authority  of  the  Senate  againft  their  common  enemy. 
He  profelfed  great  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  the  republic,  and  affected  to 
put  himfelf  intirely  under  the  direction  of  Cicero,  now  the  moft  re- 
fpectable  member  of  the  Senate  that  was  left.  He  intreated  this  ex- 
perienced counfellor  to  favour  him  with  an  interview  at  Capua. 
"  Once  more,"  he  faid,  in  his  letter  upon  this  occalion,  "  fave  the 
"  republic."  At  their  conference  it  was  deliberated  whether  Octavius 
ftiould  throw  himfelf  into  Capua  with  three  hundred  veterans  who 
had  joined  him,  and  there  flop  Antony's  march  to  Rome  ;  or  ihould 
crofs  the  Apennines,  to  give  the  legions,  who  were  marching  from 
Brundifium,  an  opportunity  to  execute  the  project  of  defection,  which 
he  believed  they  were  meditating  in  his  fivour.  In  this  queftion  he 
affected  to  be  determined  intirely  by  Cicero,  who  advifed  him  to  move 
with  all  the  force  he  could  affemble  towards  Rome  43. 

In  compliance  with  this  advice,  Octavius  having  affembled  ten 
thoufand  men,  without  waiting  to  array,  or  even  to  have  them  com- 
pletely armed,  advanced  by  hafty  marches  to  prevent  Antony,  who 
about  the  fame  time  had  marched  from  Brundifium,  and  was  haften- 
ing  to  advance  in  the  fame  direction  4*. 

**  Five  hundred  Denarii,  i.  e.  about  1 6  I.  4'  Cicero  ad  Attic.  lib.  xvi.  ep.  8. 

**  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 
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The  city  was  thrown  into  a  great  alarm  by  this  unexpected 
approach  of  two  hoflile  armies.  Some  exprefTed  their  fears  of  An- 
tony, others  of  Octavius,  and  fome  of  both.  It  was  uncertain  whe- 
ther they  advanced  in  concert  to  opprefs  the  republic,  or  in  compe- 
tition to  contend  for  its  fpoils.  Many  appearances  favoured  the 
latter  fuppoiition  ;  and  the  late  reconciliation  gave  fome  credit  to  the 
former. 

Octavius,  having  the  advantage  of  a  fhorter  march,  arrived  be- 
fore his  antagonift  ;  and  being  within  two  miles  of  the  city,  was  re- 
ceived by  Canutius,  one  of  the.  Tribunes,  whom  he  foon  after  fent 
back  into  the  city,  with  alfurances,  that  he  had  aiTembled  his  party 
not  to  fecond,  but  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  Antony  ;  and  that  his 
purpofe  was  to  employ  all  the  force  he  could  raife  for  the  defence  of 
the  commonwealth.  The  Tribune  Canutius,  in  reporting  what 
paffed  with  Octavius,  exhorted  all  who  wifhed  to  prelerve  the  re- 
public to  lend  their  affiftance  in  execution  of  this  defign. 

Upon  thefe  aflurances,  delivered  by  a  Tribune  of  the  People,  the 
gates  were  thrown  open  to  Octavius,  and  he  entered  the  city,  though 
not  in  a  military  form,  yet  followed  by  a  numerous  band  of  attend- 
ants, who  concealed  their  weapons.  With  this  company  he  took 
pofleflion  of  the  temple  of  Caftor  and  Pollux,  and  prepared  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  to  a  numerous  concourfe  of  people,  who  were  haften- 
ing  into  the  area  or  court  before  the  temple.  Being  introduced  by 
the  Tribune  into  this  afiembly,  as  a  perfon  who  had  matters  of  great 
moment  to  communicate  refpecting  the  ftate  of  the  republic  and  the 
defigns  of  Antony,  he  began  his  fpeech  by  commemorating  the 
merits  of  his  late  adoptive  father,  and  the  ingratitude  and  injuftice 
of  Antony ;  declared,  that  although  he  -had  aflembled  his  friends 
merely  in  his  own  defence,  he  was  ready  to  employ  them  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  intirely  to  fuch  directions  as 
he  mould  receive  from  the  powers  eftablifhed  by  law  in  the  common- 
wealth j 
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wealth  ;  obferved,  that  they  could  not  poffibly  doubt  of  his  inclination    CHAP, 
to  be  employed  at  leaft  againft  his  perfonal  enemies.  \ — — ^ — ■» 

It  was  probably  in  this  fpeech,  that  Octavius,  being  to  make  a 
folemn  affeveration,  pointed  to  the  ftatue  of  Julius  Csefar,  with 
thefe  words,  "  So  may  I  arrive  at  my  father's  honours  4S !"  He  had 
two  oppofite  and  irreconcileable  parties  to  pleafe  on  this  occafion 
and  had  not  learned  that  the  only  lafe  courfe  in  fuch  cafes  is  filence. 
He  offended  the  partizans  of  the  republic  by  the  veneration  he  ex- 
preffed  for  Caefar,  and  by  his  wifh  to  tread  in  his  fteps ;  and  in  this, 
perhaps,  committed  the  only  public  indifcretion  with  which  he  is 
chargeable  in  any  part  of  his  conduct.  But  what  was  in  reality 
a  more  dangerous  effect  of  this  error,  he  offended  the  military 
part  of  his  audience  by  the  regard  he  affected  to  entertain  for  the 
civil  government  of  the  State,  and  by  his  open  declaration  of  war 
againft  Antony.  By  this  declaration,  military  men  found  themfelves 
not  invited  to  enter,  as  they  expected,  on  the  fecure  poffeffion 
of  the  rewards  and  honours  which  had  been  promifed  to  them  ;  but 
called  upon  to  fight  for  empire  againft  their  late  fellow  foldiers> 
commanded  by  an  officer  from  whom  they  had  high  expectations 
as  a  friend,  and  much  to  fear  as  an  enemy. 

Soldiers  of  fortune  being  thus  difappointed  of  the  fpoils  which 
they  expected  to  feize,  and  of  the  rewards  which  were  now  become 
due  for  former  fervices,  fome  of  them  abfolutely  renounced  the  party 
of  0<tavius ;  others,  under  pretence  of  providing  arms  and  necef- 
faries  for  the  field,  or  pleading  various  excufes,  deiired  leave  to  return 
to  their  own  habitations.  The  greater  part  of  the  veterans  actually 
withdrew :  but  Octavius,  young  as  he  was,  did  not  fink  under  this 
untoward  ftate  of  his  affairs.  He  had  ordered  levies  in  Etruria,  and 
in  the  diftrict  of  Ravenna.     Thefe  levie?,  upon  the  reputation  of  the 

46  Cicero  ad  Atticum,  lib.  xvi.   c.  15. 
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BOOK    afcendant  he  had  gained  in  the  city,  fucceeded  apace,  and  induced 
military  adventurers  from  every  quarter  to  efpoufe  his  caufe. 

Many  who  had  ferved  under  Julius  Cxfar,  heing  accuftomed  to 
the  life  of  a  foldier,  though  fettled  as  landholdei's  in  Italy,  were  not 
yet  rooted  in  the  condition  of  citizens,  or  in  that  of  hufbandmen. 
They  had  yet  frefh  in  their  memories  the  licence  and  the  fpoils  of 
war,  They  faw  them  offered  anew  under  the  aufpices  of  a  leader 
who  bore  the  name  of  Caffar,  and  whofe  munificence  wa3  known. 
Many,  therefore,  who  had  recently  left  Octavius,  being  unwilling, 
that  others  mould  reap  the  harveft  in  which  they  themfelves  had 
been  invited  to  partake,  again  repaired  to  his  flandard  ;  and,  as  fait 
as  they  arrived,  were  fent  to  Etruria,  into  different  quarters,  to  be 
armed,  arrayed,  and  furnifhed  with  all  neceffaries  for  the  field 47. 

Octavius  from  thenceforward  conducted  himfelf  between  the  parties 
with  great  addrefs :  to  the  veterans  he  talked  of  avenging  Csefar's 
death :  to  the  friends  of  the  republic  he  fet  forth  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  of  Antony,  affected  to  facrifice  all  private  refentment  to  his 
zeal  for  the  commonwealth  4?,  even  promoted  the  election  of  Cafca 
into  the  college  of  Tribunes  *\  and  affected  in  all  things  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  Senate. 

What  hopes,,  in  the  mean  time,  could  be  formed  for  the  State  ? 
Could  Senators  entruft  the  age  or  the  intention  of  this  crafty  boy, 
nurfed,  as  they  obferved,  in  the  midft  of  usurpation  ;  and  who,  by 
arming  himfelf  without  any  legal  authority,  had  given  evidence  of 
an  affuming  and  audacious  fpirit  ?  They  flood  in  awe  of  Antony 
and  were  afraid  to  provoke  him  by  an  open  declaration.  Octavius 
did  not  yet  appear  to  be  in  condition  to  cope  with  the  Roman  Con- 
mi  ;  and  if  he  were  in  condition  to  do  fo,.  would  be  likely  to  form 
defigns  equally  dangerous  to  the  commonwealth.     Antony,  with  a 


.47 


Dio.  Caflius,  lib.  xlv.  c.  12.     Appian.         *8  Cicero  ad  Attic,  lib.xv.  ep.  12. 
(2c  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii.  ^  Ibid.  lib.  xvl.  ep.  15. 
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numerous  army,  had  all  the  authority  of  government  in  his  hands. — 
The  difpofitidns  of  Panfa  and  Hirtius,  the  Confuls  named  by  Casfarfor 
the  enfuing  year,  were  yet  unknown. — Although  many  things  were 
tranfacted  in  name  of  the  Senate,  this  order  of  men  fcarcely  ventured  to 
refume  their  ordinary  functions,  and  fhook  under  the  rod  which  Cxfar 
had  lifted  over  them,  even  while  it  hung  in  fufpence  between  different 
divifions  of  his  remaining  party  s°.  Pilb,  the  father-in-law  of  Caefar, 
had  ventured  to  oppofe  Antony.  Cicero  and  Pubiius  Servilius  af- 
terwards followed  this  example.  "  But  all  that  we  have  gained," 
faid  Cicero,  "  is  no  more  than  this,  that  the  Roman  People  may 
"  perceive,  that  whoever  contends  for  liberty  is  not  fafe  at  Rome." 
Thefe  Senators,  therefore,  together  with  L.  Cotta,  L.  Csefar,  and 
L.  Sulpicius,  had  in  defpair,  upon  feeing  Antony  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  abfented  themfelves  from  the  public  aflemblies. 

It  was  evident  from  every  circumftance,  that  the  fate  of  the  em- 
pire wras  to  be  determined  by  the  fvvord.  The  troops  feeling 
their  confequence,  affected  indifference  to  every  intereft  but  their 
own,  and  prefumed  to  treat  with  equal  contempt,  in  their  turns, 
the  different  perfons  who  affumed  the  command  of  them.  Of  the 
five  legions  which  had  been  quartered  in  Macedonia,  four  were  landed 
at  Brundifium  when  Antony  arrived  at  that  place.  They  turned  out 
on  his  coming,  but  did  not  receive  him  with  the  ufual  acclamations 
and  fhouts.  They  clofed  in  profound  filence  round  the  platform 
from  which  he  was  to  fpeak,  as  having  fufpended  their  judgment, 
until  they  mould  know  what  gratuities  they  were  to  receive  in  reward 
of  their  fervices.  When  he  mentioned  four  hundred  feftertii,  or 
between  three  and  four  pounds  a  man  5'.  This  being  far  fhort  of 
the  rewards  that  were  expected  for  giving  a  new  mafter  to  the  com- 
monwealth,   he  was   anfwered  with   ligns   of  derilion.      In  return 

!°  Cicero  ad  Attic,  lib.   xiv.    ep.  5  &  6.  5'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  4c.   c.  13.  or  according 

Ibid.  adDolabellam,  poll  17.  to  Appian.   ioo=i6s. 
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« 

BOOK     t0  th^   jnfolence,  Antony  affumed  a  tone  which   tended  rather  to 
v.  ' 

'•— v— — '  exafperate  than  to  overawe  his  audience.  He  reproached  thefe 
legions  with  ingratitude  for  the  favour  he  had  recently  done  them, 
in  changing  their  deflination  from  Parthia  to  the  Cifalpine  Gaul  ; 
and  with  treachery,  in  having  fuffered  to  remain  among  them  the 
emiffaries,  whom  he  knew  that  a  prelumptuous  boy  had  employed 
to  debauch  them  from  their  duty.  "  Thefe,"  he  faid,  "  fhall  not 
"  efcape  me  ;  in  the  mean  time  prepare  yourfelves  to  march  into 
*'  the  province  which  is  allotted  for  your  ftation." 

Antony,  while  he  yet  continued  to  fpeak,  had  the  mortification 
to  fee  intire  cohorts,  with  their  officers,  withdraw  from  his  prefence, 
uttering  words  of  contempt  and  of  fcorn.  Seeing  the  defertion  likely 
to  become  general  s*,  and  being  greatly  provoked,  he  difmiffed  the 
audience,  fentenced  three  hundred  officers  and  private  men  to  im- 
mediate death,  and  flood  by  while  they  perifhed  under  the  hands  of 
the  executioners.  Fulvia,  who  had  attended  him  in  his  journey  to 
Brundifium,  is  faid  to  have  been  prefent  likewife  at  this  fcene,  and 
to  have  fatiated  her  revenge  of  the  infults  offered  to  her  hufband, 
with  fo  near  a  view  of  the  executions,  as  to  have  her  clothes  ftained 
with  blood  53. 

The  offence  that  was  taken  at  thefe  cruelties  gave  ample  en- 
couragement to  the  agents  of  Oclavius,  who,  notwithftanding  the 
threats  of  Antony,  ftill  continued  to  negotiate  in  the  quarters  of  his 
army.  Papers  were  dropt  and  handed  about,  containing  a  contrail 
of  Antony's  parfimony  with  the  liberality  of  Oclavius.  A  fearch 
was  made  for  the  authors  of  thefe  libels ;  but  the  bad  fuccefs  with 
which,  it  was  attended,  ferved  only  to  ihow  the  general  difaffection 
of  the  army.  The  accounts,  at  the  fame  time,  which  were  brought 
of  the  progrefs  which  Octavius  made  in  the  fettlements  of  the  ve- 

31  Cicer.  ad  Attic,  lib.xvi.  cp.  8.  H  Ibid.  Philip,  iii.  c.  z  &  4." 
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terans,  and  of  his  reception  at  Rome,  gave  Antony  a  juft  fenfe  of    c  H  A  p« 

his  danger,  and  made  him  change  his  tone.     In  a  fecond  addrefs  to 

the  army,  he  made  an  apology  for  his  late  feverities.     They  knew, 

he  faid,  his  character,  that  it  was  neither  fordid  nor  fevere  ;  that  the 

fums  he   had  mentioned  were   no  more  than  a  prefent  to  fignalize 

their  meeting,  and   an   earneft  of  his  future  munificence.     He  did 

not,  however,  at  this  time,  make  any  addition  to  his  former  bounty^ 

left  it  mould  appear  to  be  extorted  from  him  by  fear. 

The  foldiers,  in  appearance  fatisfied  with  thefe  declarations,  ac- 
cepted with  refpect  the  fum  which  had  been  offered  to  them ;  fub- 
mitted  to  the  changes  which  had  been  made  among  their  officers, 
and  marched  off  in  divifions  by  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic  towards  Ati- 
minum.  Antony  himfelf,  with  an  efcort  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
compofed  of  men  the  braveft  and  moft  attached  to  his  perfon, 
whom  he  had  felected  from  the  whole  army,  fet  out  for  Rome.  At 
his  arrival  the  horfe  were  quartered  in  the  fuburbs ;  he  himfelf,  at- 
tended by  a  body  of  foot,  entered  the  city,  had  a  regular  guard 
mounted  in  the  court  of  his  own  houfe,  ordered  centinels  to  be 
poftcd,  gave  the  parole,  and  made  every  difpofition  to  prevent  fur- 
prize,  as  in  a  military  ftation.  Being  ftill  vefted  with  the  office  of 
Conful,  he  fummoned  the  Senate  to  meet  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
September ;  and,  in  the  proclamation  or  fummons,  declared,  that  if 
any  Senator  abfented  himfelf  on  that  day,  he  fhould  be  deemed  an 
acceffary  to  the  plot  againft  the  Conful's  life,  which  had  been  lately 
difcovered,  and  an  accomplice  in  the  other  wicked  defigns  known  to 
be  in  agitation  againft  the  republic. 

Notwithftanding  this  pompous  threat,  Antony  himfelf  did  not 
attend  at  the  time  appointed  ;  but,  by  another  proclamation,  he  again 
fummoned  the  Senate  to  meet  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  fame 
month.  He  intended,  on  this  day,  to  obtain  a  decree  againft  Oc- 
tavius ;  whom,  in  all  his  manifeftos,  he  qualified  with  the  name  of 
i  Spartacus  j 
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BOOK    Spartaciis  ;   as  having,  •without  any  legal  authority,  prefumed  to  levy 

' „ 1    Avar  againft  the  State  !1 :   but,  as  he  entered  the  porch  of  the  Senate- 

houfe,  a  mefienger  arrived  with  accounts  that  the  Legio  Martia  had 
deferted  with  its  colours  to  O&avius.  Before  he  had  recovered  this 
(hock,  another  meilenger  came  with  a  like  account  of  the  fourth 
legion.  He  entered  the  Senate,  but  very  much  difconcerted,  and 
unprepared  to  acT;  in  circumftances  fo  different  from  thofe  with  which 
he  laid  his  account.  He  avoided  the  mention  of  O&avius  ;  and  pre- 
tending to  have  called  the  affembly,  without  any  particular  bufinels, 
he  made  a  fhort  fpeech  and  adjourned.  From  this  meeting,  hearing 
that  one  of  the  revolted  legions  had  taken  poft  at  Alba,  he  inftantly 
repaired  to  that  place,  in  hopes  of  reclaiming  them  ;  but  was  re- 
ceived with  a  dilcharge  of  arrows  and  (tones  from  the  battlements, 
and  obliged  to  retire.  Fearing  that  the  remainder  of  the  army  would 
follow  this  example,  he  ordered  them  an  additional  gratuity  of  five 
hundred  feftertii,  or  about  four  pounds  a  man.  And,  to  give  them 
an  immediate  profpe£r.  of  aclion,  which  is  often  the  moft  effectual 
means  of  ftifling  dangerous  humours  in  an  army,  he  declared  his 
intention  to  make  war  on  Decimus  Brutus,  in  order  to  diflodge  him 
from  the  province  of  Gaul.  In  purfuance  of  this  intention,  he  or- 
dered his  equipage  for  the  field,  and  fet  up  his  ftandard  at  Tibur,  to 
which  place  he  expected  that  all  his  friends  and  adherents  would 
repair. 

Antony,  being  joined  by  the  laft  of  the  troops  from  Macedonia,  had 
ftill  three  legions  belonging  to  that  army  ;  and  thefe,  together  with 
the  veterans  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tibur,  who  came  with 
their  enfigns  and  colours  to  offer  their  fervices,  amounted  in  all  to 
four  legions,  befides  the  ordinary  attendance  of  irregular  troops, 
and  the  crowds  of  people  that  flocked  to  his  ftandard.      With  this 

'♦  Cicer.  Philip,  iii.   c.  8. 
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formidable  power,  having  for  a  few  days  overawed  the  city,  and 
drawn  around  him  the  greatefl  part  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Equef- 
trian  order,  with  many  of  the  people  who  had  fo  lately  declared  for 
his  rival,  and  who,  in  the  contefts  of  fuch  parties,  ever  yield  to  the 
prefent  power,  and  are  the  property  of  him  who  can  beft  work  on 
their  fears  ;  he  fet  out  on  his  march  to  Ariminum,  the  la  ft  place  of 
Italy  on  the  frontier  of  Gaul. 

Octavius  at  the  fame  time  had  affembled  his  forces  at  Alba,  con- 
futing of  the  two  legions  who  had  lately  come  over  to  him  from 
Antony,  one  legion  of  new  levies,  together  with  two  of  the  veterans 
lately  embodied,  which,  not  being  full,  were  completed  with  the 
choice  of  his  new-raifed  men.  He  made  a  report  to  the  Senate  of  the 
number  and  defcription  of  the  troops  he  had  thus  aflembled,  and  re- 
ceived their  thanks  and  congratulations.  It  is  neverthelefs  probable, 
that  his  fervices  were  received  by  this  body  with  great  diftruft  of  their 
own  fituation,  and  of  his  defigns. 

Had  the  Senate  been  free  to  choofe  on  whofe  fwords  they  were 
to  rely  for  the  defence  of  their  caufe,  thofe  of  Caflius  and  Brutus,, 
with  the  other  confpirators,  originally  drawn  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
public, muft  have  appeared  the  preferable  choice.  Uncertain, 
however,  of  the  effect  of  any  direct  or  public  refolution  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  were  the  authors  of  Cxfar's  death,  they  left  the  corre- 
fpondence  to  be  maintained  with  them  to  private  perfons ;  and  Se- 
nators accordingly  wrote  in  their  private  capacity,  to  recommend 
perfeverance  and  the  utmoft  exertion  of  their  zeal.  "  Such  is  the 
"  ftate  of  the  republic,"  fays  Cicero  to  Caflius  ;  "  even  in  the  calmeft 
"  times,  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  itfelf  What  muft  it  be  in  the  pre- 
"  fent  ftorm  ?  All  our  hopes  are  in  you.  But  if  you  have  with- 
"  drawn  yourfelves  merely  for  your  own  fafety,  we  cannot  have 
11  hopes,  not  even  in  you.  If  you  intend  any  thing  worthy  of  your 
w  own  character,  I  wiih  I  may  live  to  fee  the  effect.     The  republic, 
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"  at  any  rate,  muft  revive  under  your  efforts55."  He  adjured  De- 
cimus  Brutus,  by  the  example  of  O&avius,  who,  though  in  a 
private  ftation,  raifed  armies  for  the  State ;  he  adjured  him  by  the 
example  of  the  faithful  legions  who  deferted  from  Antony,  to  ftand 
by  the  commonwealth ;  and  in  the  prefent  crifis  to  exert  himfelf 
to  the  utmoft,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  the  Senate  s6. 

Cicero  had  already  proclaimed  his  animofity  to  Antony,  and,  be- 
fides  his  zeal  for  the  republic,  had  a  particular  intereft  in  abetting 
any  party  that  was  formed  againft  this  dangerous  enemy.  Hearing 
that  he  was  gone  from  the  city,  and  that  all  the  forces  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood had  declared  for  Octavius,  or  for  the  Senate,  he  himfelf 
ventured,  on  the  ninth  of  December,  to  return  to  Rome  57,  and  pro- 
poled  in  the  Senate  that  they  fhould  decide  on  the  plan  they  were 
to  follow  in  this  arduous  ftate  of  their  affairs. 

55  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xu.  ep.  z.  ss  Ibid.  lib.  xi.  ep.  7.  "  Ibid,  ep.  5. 
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CHAP.    III. 

Sit  nation  and  Addrefs  of  OBavius.  Meeting  of  the  Senate.—— 

Progrefs  of  Antony. His  March  into  Gaul. Mefage  of  Oc- 

tavius  to  Decimus  Brutus. New  Confuls  Hirtius  and  Panf a. 


Meeting  of  the  Senate. Deputation  to  Antony. His  Anfwer. 

-Declared  an  Enemy, Advance  of  Hirtius  and  O&avius  to 

raife  the  Siege  of  Mutina. Brutus  and  CaJJius  confrmcd  in  the 

Command  of  all  the  Eqfiern  Provinces. Progrefs  of  the  War  in 

Gaul. Siege  of  Mutina  raifed.  Junclion  of  Antony  and  Le- 

pidus. Confulate  of  Oclavius. 


w 


HEN  Antony  left  Rome  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  Cifalpine  Gaul,    CHAP. 
O&avius  was  in  arms  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  and,  though  a  # 


mere  youth  under  age,  was  furnifhed  with  every  art  which  age  itfelf 
could  beftow,  to  qualify  him  for  the  part  he  was  to  act.  He  had  gained 
upon  the  army  by  donations  and  promifes  ;  upon  the  Senate  by 
public  profeflions  of  duty  and  of  zeal  for  the  republic ;  and,  on  par- 
ticular members,  by  attentions  and  flattery.  The  legions,  which  had 
lately  come  over  to  him  from  Antony,  having  exhibited  a  mock 
fight,  he  ordered  them,  on  that  occafion,  a  fpecial  gratuity  of  five 
hundred  fextertii,  or  four  pounds  a  man ;  faying,  That  as  this  w«6 
but  the  reprefentation  of  a  battle,  the  reward  was  proportional;  but 
if  he  fhould  ever  have  occafion  to  employ  them  in  real  fights,  they 
fhould  have  as  many  thoufands  '.  In  this  fituation,  it  became  necef- 
fary  for  the  Senate,  either  to  authorife  and  to  avail  themfelves  of  this 
ultraneous  fupport ;  or,  by  refufing  it,  to  drive  the  veterans,  and  all 

*  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 
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BOOK    the  military  party  which  ftill  revered  the  name  of  Csefar,  into  mca- 

u — „ >    fures  immediately  fatal  to  the  republic. 

Upon  the  march  of  Antony  towards  Gaul,  Octavius  had  already  fent 
a  meffage  to  Decimus  Brutus  *  with  aflurances  of  his  aid  in  defending 
that  province,  and  of  his  co-operation  every  where  elfe  in  fupporting 
the  authority  of  the  Senate.  Hitherto  men  flood  in  awe  of  Antony,  as 
being  vefted  with  the  authority  of  Conful,  and  threatening  to  treat 
his  opponents  as  rebels  to  the  commonwealth.  Even  Hirtius  and 
Panfa,  deftined  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Confulfhip,  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  fcarcely  venture  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  office  without  his  con- 
fent,  and  the  ufual  form  of  his  abdication  ;  but  the  profpedt  of  a  vi- 
gorous fupport  from  Oclavius,  relieved  many  from  their  fears  of  An- 
tony, and  determined  them  on  the  part  they  were  to  a£t. 

The  Senate,  under  pretence  of  taking  meafures  that  the  fucceeding 
Confuls  might  enter  on  their  office  in  fafety,  being  afTembled  by  one 
of  the  Tribunes  on  the  nineteenth  of  December,  a  manifefto  was 
produced  from  Decimus  Brutus,  of  which  no  copy  remains,  but  pro- 
bably ftafing  his  right  to  the  province  of  Gaul,  and  reprefenting  the 
injuftice  of  Antony  in  attempting  to  diflodge  him  by  force.  O&avius 
was  at  the  fame  time  introduced  by  the  Tribune,  and  pronounced  a 
panegyrick  on  Brutus  \  Cicero,  in  a  fpeech  which  is  ftill  extant, 
extolled  the  conduct  of  the  young  Csefar  in  arming  the  veterans,  as 
a  generous  effort  made  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life,  and  of  his  pri- 
vate fortune,  to  defend  the  republic.  He  applauded  the  two  legions 
who  had  lately  deferted  from  Antony  ;  and  warmly  urged  the  Senate 
to  fupport  Decimus  Brutus  in  his  province.  He  moved,  that  thanks 
fhould  be  given  to  thefe  officers,  and  to  the  troops  who  adhered  to 
them  ;  and  that  the  Confuls,  on  the  firft  of  January,  fhould  move 
the  Senate  farther  to  confider  of  the  rewards  that  were  due  to  the 

3  Dio.  Cart",  lib.  xlv.  c.  15.        3  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xi.  ep.  6,  Ibidem,  Philip  iii.  c.  5. 
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army,  for  the  faithful  fcrvices  which  they  had  rendered  to  the  com-    CHAP. 

monwealth.     Thefe  public  propofitions  he  blended  with  a  continual    > „ » 

and  vehement  invective  againfi:  Antony  *.  He  obtained  decrees  of 
the  Senate  to  the  feveral  effe&s  he  had  propofed  ;  and  having  carried 
thofe  decrees  to  the  Comitia  or  allembly  of  the  People  for  their  ap- 
probation, there  likewife  he  fupported  them  with  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  topics,  and  with  the  ufual  force  of  his  eloquence  \ 

In  the  mean  time,  Antony,  being  arrived  on  the  frontier  of  Gaul, 
difpatched  an  officer  to  Decimus  Brutus,  with  a  copy  of  his  own  com- 
miffion  from  the  Roman  People,  and  with  an  order  to  evacuate  the 
province.  To  this  meffage  he  had  for  anfwer,  that  Decimus  Biu: 
held  his  command  by  authority  of  the  Roman  Senate,  who  alone, 
by  the  laws,  were  entitled  to  difpofe  of  the  provinces ;  and  that  he 
would  not  furrender  what  the  laws  of  his  country  had  enjoined  him 
to  defend.  Antony,  after  having  to  no  purpofe  exchanged  repeated 
meffages  on  this  fubjecl,  continued  his  march  into  the  province,  and 
forced  Brutus,  with  two  legions  and  fome  new  levies,  that  were 
under  his  command,  to  throw  himfelf  into  Mutina,  where  he  had 
formed  fome  magazines  from  the  ftores  and  provifions  he  was  able 
to  colled  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  where  he  propofed  to  wait  for 
the  fuccours  which  he  was  made  to  expect  from  Rome.  Antony  ad- 
vanced to  Bononia  and  Claterna,  took  poffeffion  of  thefe  places,  and 
having  invefted  Mutina,  began  to  befiege  it  in  form. 

Such  was  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  the  end  of  December,  about  ten   tj  c.  710. 
months  after  the  death  of  Csefar  6.     On  the  firft  of  January,  the  Con-  pa*nX 'cHir- 
fuls  Panfa  and  Hirtius,  being  to  enter  on  the  exercife  of  their  office,   ,ti."s>  ,both„ 

0  '    killed.  Ofta- 

proceeded   to  the  Senate  from  the  temple,  where  they  had  offered  vius  fucceed- 

r  ed  Panfa. 

the  ufual  facrifices  ;  and  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  nineteenth  of  Upon  his  re- 
December,  moved  this  affembly,  to  take  under  confideration  the  pre- 

•*  Cicer.  Philip,  ii.  '  Ibid.  Philip,  iv.  *  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  ii. 
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font  ftate  of  the  republic  \  Panfa  having  ftated  the  fubjec~t,  called 
upon  his  father-in-law,  Q^  Fufms  Calenus  to  deliver  his  opinion, 
fu'cceeded  This  Senator  being  difpofed  to  favour  Antony,  adviled,  that  they 
ofpediiis  fhould  not,  rafhly,  take  any  violent  refolution  ;  that  they  fliould  fend 
fuceeeded        a  deputation  to  the  late  Conful,  with  inftruclions  from  the  Senate  to 

Himus.Ven-  r 

tidius  fuc-       iav  down  his  arms,  and  to  return  to  his  duty.     This  motion  was  ve- 

ceeded  Pe-  J  '  , 

dius,  who  hemently  oppofed  by  Cicero,  who,  in  a  fpeech  full  extant  ,  minted 
that  Antony  was  already  in  efFect  declared  an  enemy,  and  ought  to 
be  reduced  by  force,  not  gained  by  negotiation  and  treaty.  He  re- 
counted the  violences  committed  by  him  in  his  late  Confulate,  parti- 
cularly the  acts  which  he  promulgated  under  the  pretence  of  Casfar's 
memorials  and  will.  "  From  the  foundation  of  Rome  to  this  prefent 
"  hour,"  he  faid,  "  Antony  alone  has  had  the  impudence  to  prefent 
"  himfelf  in  this  alfembly,  efcorted  by  a  military  force.  The  kings 
"  neverattempted.it.  The  boldeft  adventurers,  and  they  who  were 
"  moft  forward  to  revive  the  kingly  power,  never  ventured  fo  far. 
"  I  remember  Cinna  ;  I  have  feen  Sylla  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  Caefar,  Thefe 
"  were  the  perfons,  who,  fince  the  expulfion  of  Tarquin,  made  the 
"  greateft  advances  to  kingly  power.  I  do  not  fay  that  they  were 
"  unattended  in  the  Senate,  or  that  their  retinue  were  always  un- 
"  armed  ;  they  were  followed  only  by  a  few,  and  with  concealed 
"  weapons.  But  this  daring  afTaffin  paraded  in  the  ftreets  with  a 
"  military  power,  moving  in  cohorts  under  arms,  with  all  the 
"  form  of  a  regular  march.  He  ported  a  body  of  archers  with  their 
"  quivers  full,  and  even  chefts  of  fpare  arrows  for  immediate  and 
"  continued  action,  on  the  very  fceps  by  which  Senators  were  to 
"  afcend  into  the  temple  of  Concord ;  you  have  ordered  public 
"  thanks  to  the  troops  that  have  drawn  their  fwords  againft  him ; 
"  you  have  extolled  the  generous  magnanimity  of  a  young  man,. 

7  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii.  8  Cicer.  Philip,  v 
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who,  without  waiting  for  your  commiffion,  brought  a  hafty  power    c  H  A  p- 


"  to  cover  the  city  from  his  violence  ;  and  are  you  now  deliberating' 
"  whether  you  are  to  foothe  his  fury  with  negociation,  or  to  meet  it 
"  with  force9?  If  you  fend  deputies  to  his  camp,  no  matter  with 
"  what  meffage,  you  will  appear  to  furrender ;  you  will  appear  to 
"  diftruft  your  own  caufe  ;  you  will  damp  the  ardour  cf  your  own 
"  troops  ;  and  you  will  ihake  the  faith  of  the  provinces." 

Such  was  the  purport  of  Cicero's  fpeech  refpecting  the  conduct  of 
Antony,  the  merits  of  Decimus  Brutus,  of  Lepidus,  cf  Octavius,  of 
the  legions,  and  of  the  veterans;  and  of  L.  Egnatuleius  the  Tribune, 
who  led  the  Legio  Martia  in  the  late  choice  of  their  party.  In  the 
clofe  of  the  fpeech,  he  moved,  That  fuitable  honours  mould  be  de- 
creed to  each  ;  that  the  Senate  fhould  ratify  all  the  proceedings  of 
Brutus  in  defending  the  province  of  Gaul  ;  that  Lepidus  mould  have 
a  ftatue  erected  to  him  ;  that  Octavius  fhould  have  the  rank  of  Pro- 
praetor, be  confirmed  in  his  prefent  command,  and  be  entitled  to  fue 
for  the  offices  of  ftate  before  the  legal  age ;  that  three  years  of  the 
age  appointed  by  law,  fhould  be  difpenfed  with  in  behalf  of  Egnatu- 
leius; that  the  veterans,  who  had  taken  arms  under  Octavius,  and  the 
legions,  who  had  deferted  from  Antony  to  join  the  flandard  of  the 
commonwealth,  fhould  have  the  gratuities  that  were  promifed  to 
them  by  Octavius  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  prefent  war  fhould  have 
grants  of  land,  and  a  perpetual  exemption  to  themfelves  and  their 
children  from  every  military  fervice.  In  his  encomium  on  Brutus, 
he  infmuated  the  praife  that  was  due  to  him,  as  a  partner  in  the  con- 
fpiracy  againfl  Caefar ;  but,  not  to  offend  the  partizans  of  Octavius, 
declined  entering  fully  on  that  fubject.  He  pledged  himfelf  for  the 
future  behaviour  of  Octavius.  "  This  admirable  young  man,"  he 
faid,  "  having  once  tailed  of  true  glory,  having  found  himfelf  held 

9  Ciccr.  Philip,  v. 
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B  O  O  K  "  forth  by  the  Senate,  by  the  People,  and  by  all  orders  of  men  as  a 
u_^-^->~>  "  citizen  dear  to  his  country,  and  as  the  guardian  cf  the  common- 
"  wealth,  never  can  place  any  other  fpecies  of  diftinclion  or  honour 
"  in  competition  with  this.  If  Julius  Csefar  had  found  himfeif,  at  lb 
"  early  a  period  of  life,  in  fuch  an  illuftrious  point  of  view,  he  never 
"  would  have  fought  for  preferment  by  courting  the  populace,  nor 
"  have  betaken  himfeif  to  meafures  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of 
"  his  country.  The  mind  of  this  young  man  is  perfectly  known  to 
"  me.  Love  of  the  republic,  refpect  to  the  Senate,  deference  to  good 
"  men,  the  defire  of  real  glory,  are  his  ruling  pafTions.  I  will  there- 
"  fore  venture  to  pledge  my  honour  in  the  moft  pofitive  aiTurances  to 
"  you,  to  the  Roman  People,  and  to  the  commonwealth.  I  promife, 
"  I  undertake,  I  engage  that  C.  Csefar  will  continue  towards  the  re- 
"  public  this  condudl  which  he  now  holds,  and  that  he  will  always 
"  be  what  you  wifh,  and  what  you  would  chufe  that  he  mould 
«  be." 

Octavius,  we  may  fuppofe,  had  in  fome  meafure  blinded  Cicero 
with  his  flattery  ;  yet  in  this  panegyric  there  was  probably  more  of 
what  the  orator  vvifhed  to  recommend  to  O&avius,  than  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  original  intention  ;  but  this  defigning  young  man 
was  not  to  be  caught  in  fuch  mares.  He  knew  too  well  how  to  retort 
thefe  artifices,  even  at  an  age,  when  others  fcarcely  knew  that  fuch 
arts  are  prac"tifed ;  and  the  experienced  Cicero,  with  all  the  pene- 
tration and  wit  for  which  he  was  eminent,  was  the  dupe  of  a  youth 
who  poflefled  the  deepeft  of  all  artifices,  that  of  fufFering  himfeif  in 
appearance  to  be  deceived,  while  in  reality  he  employed  the  cunning 
-of  others  to  his  own  purpofe  '°. 

L.  Pifo,  with  a  confiderable  party  in  the  Senate,  inclined  to  mode- 
rate the  refolutions  that  were  propofed  againft  Antony.     He  con- 

*•  Cicer.    Philip,  v. 
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tended  that  no   Roman  citizen  could  be  condemned  unheard ;  that     c  li..A    ' 

the  Senate  could  do  no  more  than  appoint  him  a  day  of  trial,  and    v_— » * 

cite  him  to  anfwer  for  himfelf.     The  time  of  the  firft  meeting  being 
already  fpent  in  this  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned  ;  and  the  fub- 
ject  being  refumed  on  the  following  day,  it  is  faid  "  that  Fufius  Ca- 
lenus,  with  a  torrent  of  abufe  and  reproach,  retorted  on  Cicero  the 
inveclive  which,  on  the  preceding  day,  he  had  pronounced  againfl: 
Antony.     He  reproached  him  with  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  and 
accufed   him    of  a   prefumption,  which  was    fupported    only  by   a 
talent  for  declamation,  often  employed  by  him  againfl  the  beft  ci- 
tizens,   never    in    bringing  real   criminals   of  ftate   to   punifhment. 
"  What  have  you  done,"  he  faid,  accofting  Cicero,  "  either  at  home 
"  or  abroad,  to  merit  the  high  degree  of  confideration  to   which 
"  you  lay  claim  ?  In  what  war  have  we  ever  prevailed  under  your 
"  aufpices  ?  What  acceffion  of  territory  have  you  ever  gained  to  the 
"  Roman  ftate  ?  Even  in  refpect  to  your  boafted  talent  for  fpeaking, 
"  you  do  but  impofe  upon  the  world  the  labours  of  retirement  for 
"  the  prompt  effufions  of  eloquence;  and  you  publifh  harangues, 
"  which  you  had  neither  the  invention  to  conceive,  nor  the  courage 
"  to  deliver  in  the  face  of  any  public  aflembly,  or  in  the  midft  of  any 
"  real  affairs."     He  accufed  Cicero  of  having  forced  Cataline  into 
rebellion,  and  of  having  put  to  death,  without  any  trial,  Cornelius 
Lentulus,  and  other  Roman  citizens  of  rank ;   of  having  lighted  the 
fire  of  diflention  among  the  leaders  of  the  prefent  unhappy  divifions 
that  continued  to  tear  the  republic,  and  of  having  blown  up   the 
flames  which  ftill  continued  to  confume  the  ftate  ;   of  having  meanly 
abandoned  the  caufe  of  Pompey  upon  his  defeat  at  Pharfalia,  and  of 
having  inftigated  aflaflins  to  take  away  the  life  of  Ca'far,  even  after 
he  himfelf  had  implored  his  mercy,  and  accepted  of  his  protection, 

"  Appian.   ds  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
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BOOK  He  reproached  him  with  a  frefh  inftance  of  ingratitude,  in  this  at- 
tempt to  turn  the  arms  of  the  republic  againft  the  late  Conful,  to 
whofe  clemency  he  himfelf  was  indebted  for  his  life.  Having  mixed 
this  invective  with  the  defence,  and  even  with  the  praifes  of  Antony, 
he  concluded  with  caHing  upon  the  Senate  to  confider  how  abfurd  it 
would  be  declare  war  upon  a  magiftrate,  who  acted  by  commiffion 
from  the  Roman  People,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  of  which  they  had 
given  him  the  command,  and  in  the  very  province  which  they  had 
committed  to  his  government ;  and  this  merely  in  fupport  of  a  young 
man  who  had  prefumed,  without  any  public  authority,  to  levy  war 
againft  a  Roman  officer  of  the  higheft  rank,  and  in  favour  of  a  rebel 
who  had  prefumed  forcibly  to  retain  a  province,  which  the  Roman 
People  had  ordered  him  to  furrender.  "  Such  men,"  he  faid,  "  were 
•"  indeed  the  enemies  of  the  republic ;  but  he  did  not  move  for  any 
"  formal  declaration  againft  them.  The  times,"  he  obferved,  "  will 
"  not  fuffer  us  to  do  all  that  ought  to  be  done."  He  moved  only 
that  rneflengers  fhould  be  inftantly  difpatched  to  all  the  parties  at  war 
in  this  unfortunate  conteft  ;  that  all  of  them  fhould  be  required  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  decHions  of  the  Senate  ; 
that  if  any  one  of  them  fhould  difobey,  it  would  then  be  full  time 
to  declare  him  a  public  enemy,  and  to  give  to  the  Confuls  the  ufual 
and  regular  powers  to  guard  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
to  reduce  diforderly  fubjects  to  their  duty  '*. 

Such  are  the  abufes  of  an  admired  art,  as  vile  and  odious  in  its 
falfehoods,  as  in  the  genuine  efFufions  of  truth  it  is  noble  and  refpect- 
.able ;  and  this  fpeech,  compared  with  fome  of  the  former,  which 
were  delivered  relating  to  the  fame  perfons,  may  ferve  to  exhibit  the 
variety  of  colours  with  which  the  fame  fubjects  and  characters  may 
be  covered  in  debate,  and  by  which  public  afiemblies  may  be  per- 

"  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlv.  c.  i3.   lib.  xlvi.  c.  z8. 
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plexed  in  their  councils.     The  majority  of  the  Senate  were  aware    c  H  A  **- 

however  of  Antony's  defigns,  and  knew  the  danger  of  fuffering  him     v ,— — , 

to  get  a  military  eftablifhment,  and  the  pofTeflion  of  a  formidable 
army  within  the  Alps ;  and  they  would  probably  have  come  to  a  fe- 
vere  refolution,  if  one  of  the  Tribunes  had  not  interpofed  for  that 
day,  and  forbid  their  proceeding  any  farther  on  the  fubject. 

The  Senate  was  again  adjourned  until  the  next  morning,  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  relations  and  family  of  Antony,  his  mother,  his 
wife,  his  children,  and  intimate  friends  went  into  mourning,  paiTed 
the  night  in  vifiting  the  principal  members,  or  in  waiting  for  the 
People,  as  they  paifed  in  the  ftreets,  to  implore  their  protection. 
When  the  Senate  was  about  to  affemble,  this  company  of  fuppliants 
took  their  ftation  on  the  fteps  of  the  temple,  and  embraced  the  knees 
of  the  members  as  they  palled. 

This  folemn  council,  when  met,  on  coming  to  the  queftion,  took, 
as  is  common  on  fuch  occafions,  a  middle  courfe  between  the  ex- 
tremes which  were  pointed  out  to  them.  They  fo  far  treated  An- 
tony as  a  friend,  as  to  order  a  deputation  of  their  own  members  to 
attend  him  in  his  camp ;  but  the  meflage  which  they  fent  by  this 
deputation,  founded  more  like  a  declaration  of  war,  than  an  overture 
of  reconciliation  or  of  a  peace  ,3.  They  commanded  him  ,4  not  to 
difturb  in  his  government  Decimus  Brutus,  whom  they  qualified 
with  the  appellation  of  Conful-elect  ;  not  to  lay  fiege  to  Mutina  ;  not 
to  lay  wafte  the  province ;  not  to  make  any  levies  of  forces,  or  to 
prelume  to  continue  in  arms  againft  the  authority  of  the  Senate. 

L.  Pifo,  Philippus,  and  Servius  Sulpicius,  being  deputed  to  carry 
thefe  orders,  had  farther  in  charge  to  fignify  to  Decimus  Brutus,  and 
to  the  troops  under  his  command,  the  intire  approbation  of  the  Se- 

13  Cicero  ad  Familiar,  lib.  x'u.  ep.  24. 

**  Decimus  Brutus  was  already  deitined  to  fuccesd  in  the  Cor.fulate  of  the  following  year. 

Vol.  III.  Q^  nate„ 
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B  cmd  K.     nate^  an(j  tjie  j^jg^  efteem  an(j  honour  in  ,5  which  they  were  held  on 

V ""* '    account  of  their  conduct.     The  Senate  at  the  fame  time  entered,  on 

their  own  records,  the  honorary  decrees  which  had  been  paffed  in 
favour  of  Decimus  Brutus,  O&avius,  Egnatuleius,  and  the  army,  in 
terms  that  had  been  propofed  by  Cicero  ;  and  refolved,  that  the  gra- 
tuities already  paid  by  Octavius  to  the  veterans,  and  to  the  legions 
who  had  lately  come  over  from  Antony,  fhould  be  refunded  from 
the  treafury ;  that  lands  fhould  be  allotted,  and  a  continual  exemp- 
tion be  given  to  them  from  all  military  fervice  after  the  prefent 
war. 

"When  the  deputies  were  gone  with  the  meflage  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Senate,  the  party  of  Antony  at  Ron:  e  endeavoured 
to  alarm  the  People,  and  to  load  his  enemies  with  all  the  confe- 
quences  that  were  likely  to  follow  from  the  late  refolutions.  They 
extolled  the  happy  effects  of  moderation  and  peace,  obferved  that 
Antony  was  a  perfon  of  a  daring  and  impetuous  fpirit,  and  ought  not 
to  have  been  incenfe<J ;  that  his  party  was  ftrong ;  and  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture,  would  be  joined  by  numbers  of  profligate  men,  for  whom 
no  attempt  was  too  arduous,  and  againft  whom  the  friends  of  the 
republic  could  not  be  too  much  on  their  guard  ,6. 

While  men  were  amufed  with  fuch  difcourfes  at  Rome,  Servius 
Sulpicius,  one  of  the  three  deputies  on  whom  the  Senate  chiefly  re- 
lied for  the  effect  of  their  commiffion,  died  on  the  journey.  The 
other  two  were  kindly  received  by  Antony,  and  admitted  without 
any  jealoufy  or  diftrufl  to  vifit  the  approaches  he  had  made,  and  the 
works  he  had  erected,  againft  the  town  of  Mutina. 

While  the  fiege  was  continued  without  interruption,  the  commif- 
fioners  were  received  with  affected  fubmiffion  to  the  orders  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  were  told  that  Antony  would  evacuate  the  province,  difband 

13  Ciceft  Philip,  vi.  '«  I  rid.  Philip,  uii. 

his 
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his  armv,  and  return  to  a  private  ftation ;  that  he  would  forget  the 
part,  and  agree  to  a  fincere  reconciliation,  provided  that  the  legions 
then  under  his  command,  that  his  cavalry  and  his  guards  were  pro- 
perly rewarded  and  accommodated  with  grants  of  land,  and  put  upon 
the  lame  footing  in  all  thefe  refpects  with  the  troops  of  O&avius  ; 
provided  that  the  arrangement  of  the  provinces,  which  he  had  made 
in  conjunction  with  Dolabella,  fhould  be  confirmed ;  that  the  acts 
taken  from  the  will  and  memoirs  of  his  late  colleague  fhould  be  ra- 
tified ;  that  no  account  fhould  be  required  of  the  money  which  he 
had  taken  from  the  temple  of  Ops  ;  that  the  Septemviri,  or  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury,  fhould  not  fuffer  for  what  they  had  done  in 
delivering  it  into  his  hands  ;  that  a  general  indemnity  fhould  pals  in 
favour  of  all  his  adherents  ;  that  his  act  relating  to  judicatures  fhould 
not  be  repealed ;  that  upon  thefe  conditions  he  would  evacuate  the 
Gallia  Togata  '7,  but  retain  the  Comata  ,s,  with  fix  legions,  to  be 
completed  with  draughts  from  the  troops  now  under  Decimus  Bru- 
tus ;  that  he  fhould  have  this  force  as  long  as  Marcus  Brutus  and 
and  Caius  Caffius  fhould  remain  under  arms ;  and  that,  at  any  rate, 
he  fhould  retain  his  divifion  of  the  province  for  five  years. 

In  this  plan  of  accommodation,  Antony  endeavoured  to  fruftrate 
the  principal  articles,  by  means  of  the  conditions  which  he  took  care 
to  fubjoin  ;  and,  in  order  intirely  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  his  anta- 
gonists, he  fent  to  Rome,  in  the  company  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Senate,  his  Quajftor,  of  the  name  of  Cotyla,  with  orders  to  folicit 
his  intereft,  and  to  intrigue  with  the  Senators  and  principal  citizens  '9. 
Complaining  of  the  afcendant  his  enemies  had  gained  in  the  Senate, 
"  With  what  countenance,"  he  faid,  "  can  they  arraign  the  admi- 
"  niflration  of  Caefar,  while  they  fubmit  to  that  of  Cicero  ?  If 
"  they  allege  that  Ca*far  was  an  ufurper,  what  is  this  Cicero,  who 

"  Within  the  Alps.  Vs  Beyond  the  Alps.  '»  Cicer.  Philip,  viii. 

Qj2  "  pretends 
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"  pretends  to  dictate  to  the  Roman  Senate,  and  to  fufpend  the  orders 
"  of  the  Roman  People  ?  Let  him  know  that  I  claim  the  province  of 
"  Gaul,  in  confequence  of  an  appointment  from  the  higheft  autho- 
"  rity  in  the  ftate,  and  he  may  be  afiured  that  I  lhall  treat  Decimus 
"  Brutus  as  a  rebel,  if  he  perfift  in  withholding  it  from  me.  The 
"  life  of  this  traitor  fhall  atone  for  that  noble  blood  which  he  fhed 
"  in  the  Senate  Houfe,  and  mail  expiate  that  guilt  in  which  Cicero  is 
"  fail  involving  the  Senate  itfelf "." 

Antony,  in  this  commifhon  to  his  Quscftor,  and  in  his  publick  de- 
clarations, joined  with  the  infolence  of  the  matter,  affected  expref- 
fions  of  fubmifficm  to  the  Senate  ;  and  made  a  variety  of  propofals, 
either  to  gain  time,  or  to  curry  favour  with  the  army,  whofe  intereft 
he  pretended  to  have  greatly  at  heart.  The  deputies  who  had  been 
employed  on  this  unfuccefsful  bufinefs,  incurred  much  public  cen- 
fure.  It  was  unworthy  of  L.  Pifo  and  of  L.  Philippus,  it  was  faid, 
to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  a  rebel,  who  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
orders  that  were  lent  to  him  ".  Under  this  fenfe  of  the  matter,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Senate,  it  was  moved,  that  war  mould  be  declared 
againft  Antony,  and  that  every  Senator  mould  afTume  the  military 
habit.  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  even  by  Lucius  Csefar,  uncle  to 
Antony;  a  decree  was  framed  upon  it,  and  paffed  without  oppofition, 
by  which  the  army  under  his  command,  were  required  by  a  certain 
day  to  lay  down  their  arms  **". 

Upon  this  refolution,  obtained  by  thofe  who  ftrove  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  commonwealth,  great  rejoicings  were  made  over  all 
Italy,  and  it  did  not  then  appear  from  whence  any  real  danger  could 
arife  to  the  authority  of  laws,  which  were  fo  properly  fupported.. 
The  Confuls,  it  was  obferved,  adled  with  great  vigour ;  the  Senate, 
the   middling    clafs,    and    the    citizens    in   general,   exprefTed  great 

10  Appian.  de  Bel!.  Civ.  lib.  iii.  "  Dio.  Cafl*.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  29,  30.    Cicer.. 

**  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xii.  «p.  4.  Philip,  viii. 
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zeal 13.  The  People  crowded  to  have  their  names  enrolled  in  the  c  ^  A  p* 
levies  that  were  ordered  x*.  The  reputation  which  Cicero  gained  in 
bringing  public  affairs  into  this  fituation,  fet  him  at  the  head  of  the 
commonwealth  ;  but  while  it  placed  the  whole  adminiftration  of  the 
ftate  in  his  hands,  it  made  him  an  object  of  great  animofity  to  the 
oppofite  party,  and  of  ibme  envy  to  many  perfons  of  principal  con- 
fideration  in  his  own.  It  was  under  the  impreffion  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  he  complained  that  Senators  of  the  firft  rank  were  lukewarm, 
were  timid,  or  ill  affected  to  the  caufe  of  the  republic  z\ 

The  conduct  of  the  war  was  committed  to  the  Confuls,  and,  jointly 
with  them,  to  Octavius,  in  the  capacity  of  Propraetor.  Orders  were 
likewife  difpatched  to  Lepidus  and  to  Plancus,  to  co-operate  with 
thefe  officers.  The  firft  was  yet  on  his  march  into  Spain,  through 
the  province  of  Narbonne ;  the  other  was  pofted  on  the  Rhone  ". 
The  treafury  being  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the  late  embezzlements,, 
that  there  was  not  money  fufficient  for  the  immediate  fervice,  it  was 
agreed  that  all  citizens  fhould  pay  the  five  and  twentieth  part  of  all 
their  effects  ;  that  the  Senators  fhould  pay,  ovef  and  above,  a  certain 
rate  for  all  the  houfes  or  tenements  they  either  poffeffed  or  let  to  te- 
nants, and  that  in  aid  of  thefe  fupplies,  requilitions  of  money  and 
of  arms  fhould  be  made  through  all  the  towns  of  Italy. 

In  the  mean  time,  Octavius,  without  waiting  for  the  authority 
with  which  the  Senate  had  lately  inverted  him,  had  followed  Antony 
acrofs  the  Apennines,  and  took  port  with  his  army  at  the  Forum 
Cornelii zr,  on  the  road  from  Ariminum  I8  to  Mutina  *9.  The  mef- 
fages  which  pafled  between  the  Senate  and  Antony,  as  well  as  the 
delays  which  the  Confuls,  under  the  pretence  of  winter,  made  in 


13  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xii.  cp.  4. 

,+  Ibid.  lib.  xi.  ep.  8. 

*s  Ibid. 

;'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  39, 


27  Imola. 

a8  Rimini. 

*»  Now  Modena. 
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B  o   O  K     advancing  with  their  forces,  gave  him  forne  degree  of  uneafinefs. 

•i_.-ir—j- ;    Panfa  was  employed  at  Rome  in  conducting  the  new  levies.     Kir- 

tius,  though  deftined  to  take  the  field,  and  to  join  O&avius,  was  Hill 
detained  by  indiipofuion  ,0.  Antony  continued  the  fiege  of  Mutina 
without  interruption. 

Octavius,  after  having  fent  many  prelTing  meflages  to  haften  the 
march  of  the  Conful,  was  at  laft  joined  by  him  at  the  Forum  Ccr- 
nelii,  and  they  advanced  together ;  forced  the  ports  which  Antony 
had  eftabliihed  at  Claterna  and  Bononia,  and  encamped  at  the  latter  of 
thefe  places  3".  Here  they  were  frill  feparated  by  the  Rhenus  and 
Lavinius  from  the  army  of  Antony,  which  covered  the  fiege  of  Mu- 
tina, and  were  precluded  from  any  communication  with  the  town. 
They  endeavoured,  however,  to  give  notice  of  their  approach  to  the 
befieged ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  the  country  being  flat,  they  hoifted 
lights  on  the  higheft  trees  ;  but  not  relying  entirely  on  thefe  fignals, 
they  employed  a  dexterous  fwimmer,  who  undertook  to  pafs  into  the 
town  by  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  to  carry  the  intelligence  of 
their  arrival  engraved  on  a  plate  of  metal. 

Upon  this  information,  Brutus  was  confirmed  in  his  refolution  of 
defending  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  prevailed  on  the  gor- 
rifion,  under  the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  relief,  to  perfevere  in  the  toils 
and  dangers  of  their  prefent  fervice  3\ 

The  Senate,  notwithftanding  that  they  confidered  the  preservation 
of  the  republic  as  the  common  caufe  of  all  thofe  who  could  hope  to 
partake  in  its  honours,  and  believed  that  the  prefent  Confuls,  Hirtius 
and  Panfa,  were  fincerely  embarked  in  its  caufe  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing the  confidence  they  placed  in  Octavius  as  oppofed  to  Antony, 
they  ftill  relied  chiefly  on  thofe  who  had  taken  an  adive  part  againft 
the  late  ufurpation  of  Csefar,  and  looked  to  Brutus  and  Caffius  for  a 


Dio.  CaT.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  3$,  36.  3"~  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  0  35,  36. 

31  Ciccr.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xii.  ep.  5. 
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principal  fupport  againft  the  remains  of  that  military  faction.  On 
this  account,  they  had  annulled  the  proceedings  of  Antony  relating 
to  the  diftribution  of  the  eaftern  provinces,  reinftated  Marcus  Brutus 
in  the  government  of  Macedonia,  and  Caffius  in  that  of  Syria ;  and 
by  thefe  appointments,  placed  the  whole  refources  of  the  common- 
wealth, from  the  Hadriatic  to  the  utmoft  boundary  of  the  empire, 
under  their  authority  ". 

Marcus  Brutus  and  Caffius  had  left  Italy  in  the  preceding  Autumn. 
Brutus  had  paffed  through  Lucania.  Thither  Porcia  accompanied 
him,  with  the  melancholy  profpect  of  parting,  perhaps  for  ever. 
While  fhe  endeavoured  to  conceal  her  grief,  fhe  was  betrayed  into 
tears  by  the  fight  of  a  picture,  which  reprefented  the  parting  of 
Hector  and  Andromache',  One  of  the  company,  without  obferving 
the  diftrefs  which  Porcia  feemed  to  feel,  repeated  from  Homer  the 
lines  from  which  this  pi&ure  was  taken.  My  father,  my  brother, 
and  my  hit/band  are,  Heeler,  all  in  thee  34.  "  But  I  cannot  reply," 
faid  Brutus,  "  in  the  words  of  Hector,  go  to  thy  maids,  and  mind  thy 
u  loom ;  for  although  Porcia  is  deficient  in  ftrength  of  body,  in  her 
"  mind  fhe  is  formed  to  great  affairs  3S." 

Brutus,  having  embarked  at  Elia,  failed  into  Greece,  where  he 
was  received  with  every  mark  of  refpect.  Here  he  feemed  to  devote 
himfelf  intirely  to  ftudy ;  but  had  his  agents  employed  to  provide 
what  was  neceffary  againft  the  ftorm,  which  he  had  reafon  to  expect. 
He  fent  Heroftratus  into  Macedonia  to  found  the  difpofition  of  the 
troops  in  that  province,  and  drew  about  himfelf  all  the  young  Ro- 
mans who  were  then  at  Athens,  attending  the  different  fchools 
which  ftill  fupported  the  reputation  of  that  place. 

33  Appinn.  de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  iii. 

'Hit  xae-ym.n;. Iliad,  lib.  vi.  V.  529. 

35  For  tliefe  particulars  Plutarch  quotes  young  Bibulus,  the  fon  of  Porcia  by  a   former 
hulband,  who  was  prefent.     Plntaich.  in  Bruto. 

While 
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'While  Brutus  remained  in  Greece,  a  body  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  an  officer,  named  Apuleius  3S,  with  a  fum  of  money- 
amounting  to  lixteen  thouiand  talents,  collected  from  the  revenue  of 
Afia,  were  delivered  up  to  him.  The  troops  who  had  ferved  lately 
under  Vatinius  in  Illyricum,  being  then  at  Dyrrachium,  deierted 
from  their  commander  to  join  him  J?.  Thole  under  Caius  Antonius, 
at  Appollonia,  followed  this  example.  Part  of  Dolabella's  forces, 
who  were  marching  under  Cinna  into  Alia,  likewife  left  their  party 
to  join  that  of  the  republic  3S.  As  Brutus  was  confidered  in  Mace- 
donia and  Theflaly  as  reviving  the  party  of  Pompey,  many  who  had 
ferved  under  that  leader,  and  were  yet  difperfed  in  thole  parts, 
flocked  to  his  ftandard,  fo  that  the  new  levies  he  had  ordered,  were 
foon  completed  to  the  amount  of  four  legions  and  five  hundred  horfe. 
A  great  convoy,  with  fpare  arms,  which  Caifar  had  provided  for  the 
Parthian  war,  and  which,  by  the  order  of  Antony,  were  then  to  be 
again  returned  into  Italy,  were  intercepted  by  him  at  Demetrias. 
Upon  the  order  of  the  Senate  to  put  him  in  poffeffion  of  Macedonia, 
the  greater  part  of  the  province,  then  under  the  command  of  Hor- 
tenfius,  acknowledged  his  authority.  At  his  departure  from  Athens, 
many  of  the  young  Roman  nobility  made  a  part  of  his  retinue,  and 
among  thefe,  the  fon  of  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  who,  though  with  a 
genius  for  letters  inferior  to  that  of  his  father,  became  neverthelefs 
diftinguifhed  as  a  foldier  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  3°. 

Caffius,  at  the  fame  time,  had  gone  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  into 
Syria,  to  prevent  Dolabella,  who  was  fent  by  the  oppofite  party  to  take 
poffeffion  of  that  province.  He  had  received  fome  fupplies  of  men 
and  of  money  from  Trebonius,  then  commanding  at  Smyrna,  and 
prevailed  with  part  of  the  cavalry  of  Dolabella,  on  their  march 
through  the  province  of  Afia,  to  abandon  their  leader.     With  thefe 


36  Cic.  Philip,  xlii. 

37  Dio.  CalT.  lib.  xlvii.  c.  27. 


38  Plutarch,  in  Bruto. 

39  Iud. 
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forces,  he  advanced  into  Cilicia,    reduced  the   city  of  Tarfus,  and    c  **  A  p* 
continued  his  march,  with  a  refpeCfcable  appearance,  into  his  intended 
province. 

At  the  arrival  of  Gaffius,  the  forces  of  Syria  were  divided,  and  the 
oppoiite  parties  had  actually  committed  hoftilities  againft  each  other. 
The  troops  which  had  been  ftationed  there  by  Julius  Cazfar,  had  even, 
before  his  death,  mutinied,  and  had  put  Sextus  Julius,  a  young  man 
who  commanded  them,  to  death.  They  fubmitted  themlelves  to  the 
command  of  Crccilius  Baffus,  one  of  Pompey's  officers,  who,  having 
elcaped  from  Pharfalia,  then  lay  at  Tyre,  and  in  this  change  of  their 
leader,  declared  for  the  party  of  the  republic.  They  defeated  Statius 
Murcus,  whom  Csefar  had  ordered,  with  three  legions,  to  reduce 
them,  and  made  it  neceffary  to  bring  againft  them  a  reinforcement 
of  three  legions  more  from  Bythinia,  under  Marcus  Crifpus.  This 
officer  had  accordingly  brought  thefe  forces,  and  was  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  fiege  of  Apamea,  to  which  Baffus  had  retired  when 
Caffius  arrived  in  Syria. 

There  were  now  in  this  province,  engaged  on  oppoiite  fides,  no 
lefs  than  eight  legions.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Caffius,  the  two  legions 
under  Baffus  declared  for  him  ;  and  foon  after  the  other  fix,  moved 
by  the  authority  of  his  commiffion  from  the  Senate,  or  gained  by 
his  perfonal  character  and  addrefs,  followed  this  example.  Four 
more  legions,  who,  intending  to  join  Dolabella,  were  inarching  from 
Egypt  through  Paleftine  *°,  were  intercepted,  and  forced  to  receive 
his  orders  as  governor  of  Syria.  His  army,  by  thefe  different  accef- 
iions,  amounted  to  twelve  legions. 

Upon  the  firft  iufpicion  that  Brutus  and  Caffius  intended  to  poffefs 
themfelves  of  thefe  important  provinces,  Dolabella,  to  whom,  by  the 
influence  of  Antony,  the  command   in  Syria  had  been  affigned,  fet 

*°  Dio  Caff,  lib.  xlvii.  c.  26,  27,  28. 
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B  O  O  K     out  from  Rome,  and  with  all  poffible  diligence  joined  fome  troops 

*— — v <    that  were  placed  to  receive  him  on  the  fide  of  Macedonia,  pafTed  the 

Hellefpont,  and  continued  his  route  to  the  eaft.  In  paffing  through 
the  province  of  Afia,  lie  had  an  interview  at  Smyrna  with  Trebo- 
nius, profeffed  a  friendfhip  for  him,  aflecled  great  refpecl:  for  his  af- 
fociates  in  the  confpiracy  againft  Caefar,  and  a  zeal  for  the  reftoration 
of  the  commonwealth.  After  this  conference  with  the  governor  of 
the  province,  he  put  his  army  in  motion  with  the  moft  pacific  ap- 
pearances on  the  route  to  Ephefus ;  and  having  by  thefe  means  put 
Trebonius  off  his  guard,  he  returned  in  the  night,  furprifed  the  city 
of  Smyrna,  feized  on  the  perfon  of  the  governor,  and,  with  many 
infults,  put  him  to  the  torture  4I,  continuing  him  under  it  for  fome 
days,  in  order  to  extort  a  difcovery  of  the  treafure  which  he  fuppofed 
to  be  hid  in  fome  repofitory  of  the  province  ;  but  on  the  third  day,  Do-, 
labella  having  fatiated  his  mind  with  thefe  cruelties,  gave  orders  that 
Trebonius  mould  be  ftrangled,  his  head  fevered  from  the  body,  and 
expofed  on  the  point  of  a  fpear,  while  the  limbs  were  dragged 
through  the  ftreets. 

This  murder,  being  committed  on  the  perfon  of  a  Roman  officer, 
within  the  very  province  in  which  he  was  appointed  to  command, 
railed  a  general  indignation.  Dolabella  was  declared  a  public  enemy 
by  the  Senate.  The  conduct  of  the  war  againft  him  was  committed 
to  Caius  Caffius,  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  armies  in  Syria, 
and  who,  together  with  Marcus  Brutus,  was  authorifed  by  formal 
decrees  to  retain  all  the  forces  they  had  affembled,  and  all  the  re- 
fources  of  which  they  were  pofleffed,  and  to  employ  them  according 
to  their  own  judgment,  where  the  fervice  of  the  republic  feemed 
moft  to  require  their  exertions  **. 

Thus  the  flames  of  war,  which  were  already  lighted  in  Italy,  be- 
gan to  extend,  and  were  foon  communicated  to  every  part  of  the 

♦'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvii.  c.  29.  «z  Cicer.  Philip,  xi. 
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empire.  The  oppofite  armies  before  Mutina  continued  during  the  c  H  A  B- 
winter  to  obferve  each  other,  and  in  their  attempts  to  give  or  to 
withhold  relief  from  the  befieged,  had  frequent  fkirmiih.es  and  par- 
tial engagements.  The  chief  direction  of  affairs  at  Rome,  in  the 
mean  time,  had  devolved  on  Cicero,  who  incited  the  Senate  and  the 
People,  with  all  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  againft.  Antony.  The 
foldiers  in  general,  with  their  officers,  were  notwithfbmJing  inclined 
to  favour  this  declared  enemy  of  the  commonwealth.  Ventidius  in 
particular,  who  profefled  to  range  himfelf  under  Oclavius,  was  in 
reality  warmly  attached  to  his  rival  ;  and,  in  order  to  ferve  him, 
formed  a  defign  to  furprife  Cicero,  and  the  other  heads  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  For  this  purpofe,  he  affembled  a  body  of  veterans  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  and  advanced  towards  the  city ;  but  his 
defign  being  fulpecled,  and  the  peribns  againft  whom  it  was  directed 
having  taken  the  alarm,  and  withdrawn  to  places  of  fafety,  he  turned 
away  to  the  Piccnum,  and  there  waited  the  iiTue  of  the  cam- 
paign ". 

The  Senate,  during  the  dependance  of  thefe  operations,  as  in  full 
poffeffion  of  the  republic,  devifed  laws,  to  prevent  for  the  future 
thofe  abufes  which  had  given  rife  to  the  prefent  diforders.  They  re- 
folved,  that  no  extraordinary  commiffion  of  any  kind  fhould  be  given 
to  any  fingle  perfon,  •■or  any  provincial  appointment  prolonged  be- 
yond a  year  **.  "While  they  were  thus  employed,  feparate  addreifes 
were  prefented  to  them  from  Lepidus  and  from  Plancus,  warmly  re- 
commending an  accommodation  with  Antony 4S.  Cicero  made  his 
obfervations  on  this  conduct,  in  a  letter  to  Plancus  of  the  thirteenth 
•  of  the  kalends  of  April,  or  twentieth  of  March.;  but  he  delivers 
himfelf  to  Lepidus  on  the  fame  fubject  with  more-warmth,  alludr< g 

43  Cicer.  Philip,   xii.  Ibid,   ad   Familiar.        "4+  Dio.  Cafl".  lib.  xlvi.  c.  39       » 
lib.  x.  ep.  16.  *s  Cicer.   Philip,  xii 
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BOOK    to  fome  recent  honours  which  had  been  received  by  this  officer,  and 

V.  J  ' 

u. ,-^j    for  which  he  neglected  to  make  the  proper  acknowledgments.     "  I 

"  am  glad,"  he  laid,  "  that  you  wifh  to  reconcile  your  fellow  ci- 

**  tizens  to  each  other.     If  you  could  procure  them  peace  without 

"  flavery,    you   would   perform  a  rnoft  acceptable  fervice   to  your 

"  country,  and  acquire  much  honour  to  yourfelf ;  but  if,  under  the 

"  title  of  peace,  we   are  again  to  become  the  flaves  of  a  profligate 

*'  villain,  be  affured  that  every  man  in  his  fenfes  will  prefer  death. 

"  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  it  will  be  wife  in  you  to  defift  from  a 

"  propofal,  which  neither  the  Senate,  the  People,  nor  any  good  man 

'  can  approve    . 

Notwithstanding  thefe  fentiments,  publicly  declared  by  a  perfon 
then  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  republic,  numbers  in  the  city 
and  in  the  Senate  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Antony.  Pifo,  at  whofe 
houfe  the  wife  and  children  of  this  fuppofed  public  enemy  were  en- 
tertained, openly  correfponded  with  him.  The  Conful  Panfa  pro- 
pofed  a  frefh  deputation  to  him  with  overtures  of  peace,  and  his 
party  in  the  Senate  infidiouily  offered  to  devolve  the  honour  of  this 
deputation  upon  Cicero  himfelf,  who  rejected  the  offer,  with  proper 
animadverfion  on  the  danger  to  which  his  life  muft  be  expofed  in 
the  camp  of  his  enemy,  and  difcuffed  with  his  ufual  eloquence  the 
weaknefs  of  the  council  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  great  impropriety 
of  his  being  employed  in  it. 

While  this  meafure  was  in  agitation,  Plirtius  and  Octavius  appear 
to  have  fent  a  joint  meffage  to  Antony,  informing  him  of  what  had 
been  propofed  in  the  Senate,  and  defiring  a  ceffation  of  arms,  with 
liberty  to  convey  fome  fupply  to  the  garrifon  of  Mutina,  until'  the 
event  of  the  Senate's  deliberations  mould  be  known.  Antony  replied 
in  terms  calculated  to  inlinuate  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  the  late 

**  Cicer.  ad  Familiar.  lib.  x.  ep.  6 — 27, 
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Caefar' s  party,  and  to  gain  the  affection  of  the  army  ;  but  full  of  re-  CHAP, 
proach  and  contumely  againfl  thofe  who  pretended  to  efpoufe  the  v^— v— ~^ 
caufe  of  the  commonwealth,  and  againfl;  the  authors  of  the  preferft 
councils  at  Rome.  Thefe  had  recently  procured  a  decree  of  the  Se- 
nate, full  of  indignation  againft  the  murderers  of  Trebonius,  and 
had  furnifhed  Marcus  Brutus  and  Cains  Caflius  with  a  commifficn 
and  warrant  to  execute  public  juftice  againft  Dolabella  on  this  ac- 
count. In  reference  to  thefe  circumftances,  "  I  know  not  (faid  An- 
"  tony,  in  his  anfwer  to  Hirtius  and  O&avius)  whether  I  fhould 
"  receive  more  fatisfaclion  from  the  death  of  that  villain  Trebonius, 
"  than  I  feel  indignation  at  the  unjuft  fentence  paffed  againft  Dola- 
"  bella.  That  the  Roman  Senate  fhould  value  the  life  of  that  vile 
"  fellow  Trebonius,  more  than  they  did  that  of  Caefar  himfelf,  the 
"  father  of  his  country,  is  furely  provoking  enough  ;  but  what  muft 
"  I  feel,  when  I  fee  you  Hirtius,  whom  Caefar  has  railed  and  adorned . 
"  fo  much,  that  I  am  perfuaded  you  fcarcely  know  yourfelf  j  and 
"  when  I  fee  you,  young  man,  who  have  no  pretence  to  confidera- 
"  tion  befides  the  name  of  Caefar,  which  you  have  boldly  affumed, 
"  contributing  all  in  your  power  to  blaft  the  memory  of  Caefar  ?  and 
"  when  I  fee  you  both  endeavouring  to  opprefs  his  friends,  commit- 
"  ting  yourfelves,  with  all  the  powers  of  the  commonwealth,  into 
"  the  hands  of  Marcus  Brutus  and  of  Caius  Caflius,  who  were  his 
"  murderers ;  and  when  I  fee  you  joined  againft  me  to  refcue  from 
"  juftice  this  affaffin,  Decimus  Brutus,  who  had  fo  aggravated  a 
"  part  in  the  fame  crime?  But,  the  camp  and  the  head  quarters  of 
"  Pompey  it  feems  are  to  be  formed  anew,  and  to  bear  the  name 
"  and  the  authority  of  a  Roman  Senate,,  and  the  exile  Cicero  is  to 
"  be  fet  up  at  the  head  of  this  reviving  party. 

"  You  are  employed  in  avenging  the  death  of  Trebonius,  I  am 
"  employed  in  avenging  that  of  Caefar;  we,  who  were  once  the 
M  friends  of  Caefar,  are  like. a  troop  of  gladiators  to  part,  and  from 

"  oppofkc 
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"  oppofite  fides  to  fight  and  to  cut  one  another's  throats  under  the 
direction  of  Cicero,  who  is  become  mafter  of  the  fhew  !  But  for 
"  me,  I  have  taken  my  refolution,  and  will  neither  fuffer  the  veterans 
"  to  be  ftript  of  their  juft  rewards,  nor  the  wrongs,  which  are  iri- 
"  tended  to  myfelf  and  to  my  friends,  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
"  If  in  this  I  am  fupported,  and  fucceed,  life  will  be  fweet ;  if  I 
Ci  fall,  the  thought  of  what  you  are  to  fuffer,  from  the  very  party 
"  you  are  now  endeavouring  to  raife  up  againft  me,  will  even  then 
"  be  fome  confolatiOn.  If  the  faction  of  Pompey  be  fo  infolent  in  its 
"  ruin,  I  chcofe  that  you,  rather  than  I,  fhould  experience  the  effect 
"  of  its  recovery,  and  of  its  return  to  power." 

Antony,  in  all  his  difcourfes,  affected  to  be  in  good  underftand- 
ing  with  Lepidus  and  with  Flancus,  who,  he  infinuated,  were  in 
concert  with  himfelf,  and  embarked  in  the  lame  caufe 47.  But  what- 
ever feci-et  correfpondence  thefe  officers  may  have  held  together,  they 
and  Pollio  likewiie  profeffed  the  higher!  duty  to  the  Senate,  and  af- 
fection to  the  commonwealth.  Plancus  having,  for  fome  time  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  declined  any  open  declaration,  now 
informed  the  Senate  in  a  public  addrefs,  That  he  had  hitherto  been 
taking  meafures  to  render  the  declaration  he  fhould  -make  of  real 
moment  to  the  republic ;  that  he  had  remained  filent  fo  long,  not 
from  an)1-  hefitation  in  the  choice  of  his  party,  but  from  a  defire 
more  effectually  to  ferve  that  party  which  he  had  long  fince  em- 
braced ;  that  before  he  declared  himfelf,  he  had  fecured  the  co-ope-? 
ration  of  his  officers,  the  affections  of  his  army,  and  of  the  whole 
province  in  which  he  was  ftationed  ;  that  he  was  now  at  the  head  of 
five  complete  legions  well  affected  to  the  republic,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  liberalities,  attached  to  himfelf;  that  the  whole  pro- 
vince was  unanimous  in  the  fame  caufe;  that  the  People,  with  a  zeal 

*'   Cicer.  Philip,  xiii. 
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•which  a  concern  for  their  own  freedom  or  fafety  could  not  furpals,  CHAP, 
had  taken  arms  in  fupport  of  the  Roman  republic  ;  that  he  was  ready  '-■—»— «-j 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Senate,  either  to  retain  his  command,  or  to 
refign  it  to  any  perfon  they  mould  appoint  to  receive  it  from  him  ; 
that  he  would  remain  in  his  port,  or  advance  upon  the  enemy ;  and 
by  the  laft  of  thefe  meafures,  if  it  mould  be  thought  expedient,  draw 
upon  himfelf  the  whole  weight  of  the  war  ;  that  provided  he  could, 
by  any  means,  re-eftabliih  the  commonwealth,  or  defer  its  ruin,  the 
manner  of  doing  it  was  indifferent  to  him.  Others,  he  faid, 
had  declared  themfelves  for  the  Senate,  while  that  body,  being 
greatly  alarmed,  was  lavifh  of  its  commendations  and  of  its  re- 
wards ;  but  that  if  he  had  miffed  the  time  in  which  his  fervices 
were  likely  to  have  been  mod  highly  valued,  he  had  "chofen  the 
occalion  which  promifed  from  them  the  greateft  benefit  to  the 
commonwealth,  a  confideration  which  mould  be  to  him  a  fufficient 
reward  for  the  highefl  fervice  he  could  perform  4\ 

Pollio,  at  the  fame  time,  wrote  to  Cicero,  expreffing  a  violent  de- 
teftation  of  Antony's  party,  and  of  the  defigns  of  their  leader.  To 
be  connected  with  fuch  a  perfon  in  any  caufe,  he  faid,  would  be 
grievous  ;  even  to  have  ailed  under  Csefar,  being  contrary  to  his 
difpofition  and  to  his  principles,  was,  notwithstanding  the  circum- 
ftances  which  obliged  him  to  it,  now  become  fufficient  matter  of  re- 
gret. The  experience  of  his  condition  under  that  ufurper  had 
made  him  more  fenfible  of  the  value  of  freedom,  and  of  the  mifery 
of  dependence  and  fervitude.  "  If  any  one  for  the  future,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  ihall  pretend  to  uiurp  fuch  powers,  he  (hall  find  in  me  an 
u  open  and  declared  enemy.  There  is  no  danger  to  which  I  will 
"  not  expofe  myfelf  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  49." 

48  Cicer.  adFamil.  lib.  x,  c.  8.  «  Ibid.  c.  31, 
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While  the  party  of  the  Senate  appeared  to  gain  fuch  accellions  of 
ftrength  by  the  declaration  of  fo  many  military  officers  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  Decimus  Brutus  was  reduced  to  great  ftraits  at 
Mutina  ;  and  waited,  under  many  circumftances  of  diftrefs,  for  the 
opening  of  a  campaign,  in  which  he  expected  that  his  own  fate,  and 
.that  of  the  republic,  might  foon  be  determined.  On  the  approach  of 
the  proper  feafon,  the  Conful  Panfa,  with  the  levies  he  had  made, 
amounting  to  four  legions,  marched  towards  Gaul,  and  being  ar- 
rived at  Bononia  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  was  next  day  to  have 
joined  his  colleague,  who  had  taken  poll  with  Oclavius  to  obferve, 
and  to  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  fiege.  To  facilitate  their  junction, 
Hirtius  had  detached  the  legion  which  was  called  the  Martia,  with 
two  Praetorian  bands,  to  occupy  the  paries,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  van 
of  Panfa* s  army,  in  cafe  they  mould  be  difturbed  on  their  march. 
Antony,  at  the  fame  time,  having  intelligence  of  their  route,  marched 
in  the  night  with  two  chofen  legions,  the  fecond  and  third,  two 
Praetorian  cohorts,  being  veteran  and  experienced  troops,  with  a  nu- 
merous body  of  irregulars  and  horfe.  He  took  poft  at  a  village, 
which  was  called  the  Forum  Gallorum,  and  pofting  the  horfe  and 
irregulars  in  open  view  in  the  field,  at  fome  diftancc  from  the  village, 
'he  placed  the  legions  and  irregular  infantry  in  ambufcade  under  the 
cover  of  the  houfes. 

"When  Panfa's  army,  led  by  the  detachment  which  Hirtius  had 
fent  to  receive  them,  came  in  fight  of  Antony's  horfe  and  irregulars, 
they  could  not  be  retrained  until  the  pofture  and  ftrength  of  the 
■enemy  were  examined.  They  broke  from  their  ranks,  and,  without 
waiting  till  the  village  fhould  be  vilited,  they  ruihed  through  a  defile 
in  a  wood  or  moral's  to  intercept  the  enemy,  who,  appearing  to  confift 
of  horfe  and  light  infantry  alone,  could,  as  they  apprehended,  have 
no  hopes  of  fafety  but  by  endeavouring  to  efcape,  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  by  an  immediate  attack  to  prevent.   As  the  foremoft  of  Panfa's 

l  army 
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army  were  pafling  in  the  raoft  diforderly  manner  from  this  defile,  CHAP. 
in  purfuit  of  their  fuppofed  prey,  Antony,  with  the  legions,  placed 
himfelf  in  their  way,  and  forced  him  to  fly  with  great  flaughter.  Panfa 
himfelf  was  dangeroufiy  wounded,  and  his  army  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  camp  from  which  they  had  marched  in  the  morning.  Here  too 
Antony  attempted  to  force  them,  but  was  repulfed  ;  and  fearing  that 
his  own  retreat  might  be  cut  off,  took  his  refolution  to  retire,  and 
endeavoured,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  rejoin  the  main  body  of  his 
army  which  lay  before  Mutina. 

Antony  was  foon  juftified  in  his  apprehenfions  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  further  purfuit  of  his  victory  over  Panfa  might  have  ex- 
pofed  him  ;  for  Hirtius,  having  intelligence  of  the  movement  he  had 
made  in  the  night,  though  too  late  to  prevent  its  effects,  had  left  his 
camp  with  twenty  cohorts  of  veterans,  arrived  at  the  Forum  Gallo- 
rum,  and  was  in  pofleilion  of  the  very  ground  on  which  Panfa  had 
been  defeated,  when  Antony,  returning  from  the  purfuit  of  his 
victory,  fell,  in  his  turn,  into  the  fame  fnare  which  he  himfelf,  a 
few  hours  before,  had  fo  fuccefsfully  laid  for  his  enemy,  was  ac- 
cordingly furprifed  and  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  and  with  the 
lofs  of  the  eagles  or  ftandards  of  both  the  legions,  and  of  fixty  enfigns 
of  the  cohorts.  After  this  difafter  he  himfelf,  having  fled  with  the 
cavalry,  arrived  about  ten  at  night  in  his  camp  before  Mutina  sn, 
from  thence  fent  detachments  abroad  to  collect  the  remains  of  his 
fcattered  party,  or  to  facilitate  their  retreat  s\ 

Panfa  having  been  carried  to  Bononia  en  account  of  the  wounds 
he  had  received,  Hirtius  took  the  command  of  his  divifion  of  the 
army,  and  effected  its  junction  with  his  own,  and  with  that  of 
Octavius. 

50  Cker.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  x.  ep,  30.  5I  Appian.  de  Bell,  Civ,  lib,  1  i, 
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BOOK  In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  Antony  being  confiderably  weakened  by  his  lofs 
t^  1  __,  in  the  late  action,  and  the  enemy  greatly  reinforced  by  their  junction, 
he  determined  to  keep  within  his  lines,  to  continue  the  blockade  of 
Mutina,  and  to  await  the  effect  of  the  diftrefs  into  which  he  had 
already  reduced  the  befieged.  The  danger  to  which  Decimus 
Brutus,  with  the  garrifon,  were  expofed,  at  the  fame  time  haftened 
the  endeavours  of  Hirtius  and  Odavius  to  force  the  befiegers  to 
battle.  For  this  purpofe,  or  in  order  to  relieve  the  town,  they  made 
a  feint  to  throw  in  fuccours  on  a  fide  which  the  befiegers  had  deemed 
inacceffible,  and  which,  on  this  account,  they  had  but  flightly  guarded. 
Antony,  alarmed  by  this  attempt  to  render  abortive  all  the  labours 
he  had  fuftained  in  the  preceding  blockade,  drew  forth  his  army 
to  oppcfe  them,  and  by  this  movement  expofed  himfelf  to  the  ha- 
zard of  a  general  engagement.  While  he  was  making  his  difpofition  to 
receive  the  enemy  in  the  field,  his  lines  were  attacked  by  a  fally  from 
the  town,  and  it  became  neceffary  to  divide  his  forces.  He  himfelf, 
with  that  part  of  his  army  which  remained  with  him  to  make  head 
againft  Hirtius  and  Octavius,  was  defeated,,  fled  to  his  camp,  and, 
being  purfued'  thither,  continued  to  give  way,  until  the  action  ended 
by  the  death  of  the  Conful  Hirtius,  who,  after  he  had  forced  the 
intrenchments  of  the  enemy,  was  killed,  and  fell  near  to  the  Praeto- 
rium  or  head-quarters  of  their  general. 

Upon  this  event,  Octavius,  not  having  the  qualities  of  a  foldier 
which  were  neceffary  to  replace  the  Conful,  fuffered  the  victorious 
army,  thus  checked  by  the  lofs  of  their  commander,  to  be  driven 
back  from  the  ground  they  had  gained,  and  left  Antony  again  in 
poffeflion  of  his  works. 

The  vanquished  party,  however,  feeling  all  the  effects  of  a  de- 
feat, and  not  being  in  condition  to  continue  the  fiege,  refolved  to 
decamp  in  the  night ;  and  they  executed  this  refolution  unobferved 
and  unmolefted  by  their  enemies,  either  from  the  town  of  Mutina 

8  or 
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or  the  camp.  Octavius  had  a  courage  and  ability  more  fit  for  the  CHAP, 
council  than  for  the  field  ;  and  Deeimus  Brutus,  though  at  break  of 
day  he  obferved  that  the  lines  of  the  befiegers  feemed  to  be  evacuated, 
yet,  as  he  had  no  intelligence  from  the  camp,  remained  all  that  day  in. 
luipence.  Even  after  he  had  received  information  of  what  had  parted, 
of  the  various  events  of  the  action,  and  of  the  Conful's  death,  and  found, 
that  he  was  from  thenceforward  to  depend  on  Octavius  for  fupport  and 
co-operation  in  the  war,  being  greatly  alarmed  by  the  neglect  which 
this  young  man  had  fhown  in  not  joining  him  the  moment  the 
communication  between  them  was  open  ;  and  not  being  in  condi- 
tion to  act  alone,  having  neither  cavalry  nor  baggage-hories,  and  the 
troops  being  greatly  reduced  by  the  hardfhips  they  had  fuffered,  he  was 
obliged  to  remain  inactive  while  the  enemy  continued  their  retreat 
undiflurbed  !\ 

On  the  fecond  day  after  the  battle,  Deeimus  Brutus,  being  fent 
for  by  Panfa  to  Bononia  to  concert  the  future  operations  of  the  war, 
he  learned,  on  his  way,  that  this  Conful  was  dead  of  his  wounds. 

By  thefe  delays  Antony  had  got  two  days  march  a-head,  and, 
without  halting,  reached  the  fens  of  Sabatta  on  the  coaft  of  Liguria. 
Here  the  country  being  of  difficult  accefs  he  thought  himfelf  fecure, 
and  made  a  halt,  to  confider  of  his  future  operations.  At  the  fame 
time  Ventidius,  who,  upon  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  his  friend  at 
Mutina,  had  parted  the  Apennines  by  hafty  marches,  followed  and 
joined  him  at  this  place  ". 

In  the  firft  accounts  of  Antony's  defeat  that  were  carried  to  Rome, 
it  was  reported,  that  his  army  had  been  intirely  routed  ;  that  he 
himfelf  had  efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle  with  only  a  few  broken 
remains  of  his  infantry  unarmed ;  and  that  to  recruit  his  numbers, 

51  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xi.  ep.  13.  *5  Ibid. 
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BOOK    he  had  broken  open  the  \vork-houfes,  and  fet  loofe  and  enlifted  the 
flaves  5+. 

Upon  thefe  reprefentations  the  Senate  were  greatly  elated;  and, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  People,  ordered  a  feaft  of  thankfgiving, 
which  was  to  laft  for  fixty  days,  and  renewed  the  proclamation  in 
which  Antony,  and  all  who  had  ferved  under  his  command,  were 
declared  to  have  forfeited  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  to  be  enemies 
of  their  country  5S. 

The  commonwealth  being  deprived  of  its  legal  head  by  the  death 
of  both  the  Confuls,  Decimus  Brutus,  as  next  in  fucceflion,  accord- 
ing to  the  arrangement  which  had  been  made  for  the  enfuing  year, 
became  the  principal  object  of  confideration  with  the  Senate ;  and 
being  fuppofed  mod  deeply  interefied  in  the  prefervation  of  the  re- 
public, was  the  perfon  on  whom  they  chiefly  relied  for  the  fupport  of 
their  caufe.  The  Senators,  accordingly,  feemed  to  drop  at  once  the 
high  regard  which  they  had  hitherto  paid  to  Octavius,  and  over- 
looking his  pretenfions  and  his  influence  over  the  army,  gave  to  Brutus 
the  command  of  all  their  forces,  whether  in  Italy  or  in  Gaul. 

Thus  ended  the  connection  of  the  young  Caefar  with  the  friends 
of  the  republic,  an  alliance  which  had,  on  both  fides,  probably  been 
equally  infmcere.  The  young  man,  pretending  to  have  his  eyes 
opened  by  this  conduct  of  the  Senate,  and  fuppofing  that  the  party  of 
Antony  was  lefs  hoftile  to  himfelf,  than  that  which  had  now  gained 
the  afcendant  in  the  commonwealth,  he  flighted  the  inftrudtions  which 
were  fent  to  him  to  take  his  orders  from  Brutus,  retained  the  com- 
mand not  only  of  the  troops  which  had  followed  his  own  flandard^ 
but  the  command  likewife  of  a  legion  which  had  been  raifed  for  the 
republic  by  Panfa  ".     He  refufed  to  co-operate  with  Decimus  Brutus 

54  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xi.  ep.  no.  s6  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xi.  ep.  20. 

!5  Dio.  Caff,  lib.xlvi.  c.  39. 
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m  purfuing  the  late  victory  againft  Antony,  and  had  influence  enough     G  H ■  A  p- 
with  different  bodies  of  the  army,  particularly  with  the  fourth  legion 
and  the  Martia,  to  hinder  their  obeying  the  orders  they  had  received 
from  Rome  57. 

In  this  manner,  as  the  refpect  which  was  paid  to  Octavius  by  the 
Senate  vanifhed  with  the  occafion  which  they  had  for  his  fervices ;  fo 
all  the  profeffions  he  made  of  concern  for  the  republic,  and  of  zeal 
for  its  reftoration,  difappeared,  with  the  intereft  which  led  him  to 
make  thole  profeffions.  And  Decimus  Brutus,  the  perfon  now  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Senate  as  Conful  Elect,  and  head  of  the  republic, 
for  whofe  relief  Octavius  affected  to  have  affembled  his  forces,  was 
left  by  him  to  finifh  the  remains  of  the  war  againft  Antony,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  troops  as  had  any  degree  of  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
the  republic. 

Decimus  Brutus,  when  the  war  broke  out,  had  a  military  cheft 
of  forty  thoufand  Seftertia,  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds ;  but  the  whole  was  now  expended,  and  his  own  credit 
likewife  exhaufted.  He  was,,  from  this  time  forward,  ill  fupported 
at  Rome,  all  motions  made  in  his  favour  being  oppofed  by  the  party 
of  Octavius,  as  well  as  by  that,  of  Antony.  The  troops  that  adhered 
to  him  amounted  to  feven  legions ;  thefe  he  fubfifted  by  fuch  re- 
fources  as  he  himfelf  could  command.  He  advanced  to  Dortona  on 
the  fourth  of  May 58 ;  and  from  thence  continuing  his  march  till 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  enemy,  he  received  intelligence,  that  An- 
tony, in  a  fpeech  to  his  army,  had  declared  his  intention  to  pafs  the 
Alps,  and  to  caft  himfelf  intirely  on  the  friendfhip  of  Lepidus,  in 
whofe  difpofition  he  profeffed  to  have  great  confidence;  that  this 
propofal  being  difagreeable  to  the  army,  they  had  declared  their  refolu- 
tion  to.  remain  in  Italy,  and  exclaimed,  That  there  they  would  conquer, 
or  perilh  ;  that  Antony  had  been   difconcerted  by  this  declaration,- 

51-  Cicer.  ad  Famiirar.  lib*,  xi.  ep.  10.  19.  s*  Ibid,  ep.  io.~ 
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B  o  O  K  and  had  continued  a  whole  day  undetermined  as  to  his  future  ope- 
rations ;  but  in  order  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  inclination  of  the  army, 
and,  if  poffible,  to  keep  his  footing  in  Italy,  he  was  about  to  furprife 
Pollentia,  a  fortified  place  on  the  Tenarus,  and  had  detached  Tre- 
bellius  with  a  body  of  cavalry  for  this  purpofe. 

Decimus  Brutus,  upon  this  intelligence,  lent  forward  three  cohorts 
to  prevent  the  defign  on  Pollentia ;  and  thefe  having  effected  their 
march  in  time  to  fecure  the  place,  the  enemy,  by  this  difappoint- 
ment,  notwithstanding  their  late  refolution  to  remain  in  Italy,  were 
under  a  neceffity  of  palling  the  Alps59.  They  undertook  this  difficult 
march  fo  ill  provided  with  every  neceflary,  that,  according  to  Plu- 
tarch, they  had  no  fubfiftence  but  what  was  found  on  the  route,  con- 
fiding chiefly  of  wild  herbs,  fruits,  and  animals  not  commonly  ufed 
for  human  food ;  but  Antony  himfelf  difcovered  a  patience  and  a 
force  of  mind  which  no  man,  judging  by  his  ufual  way  of  life,  could 
have  expected  from  him  ;  and,  by  his  own  example,  fupported  the 
fpirits  of  his  men  through  the  greateft  diftreffes 60. 

Lepidus,  in  confequence  of  the  Senate's  inftrudlions,  or  of  his  own 
defire  to  be  at  hand  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the  ftate  of  the  war  in 
Italy  might  require,  had  difcontinued  the  march  of  his  army  into 
Spain,  and  returning  through  the  province  of  Narbonne,  had  patted 
the  Rhone  at  its  confluence  with  the  Soane ;  and  now,  hearing  of 
Antony's  march,  defcended  on  the  left  of  thefe  rivers,  and  took  a 
fituation  to  intercept  him,  not  far  from  the  coafl  at  the  Forum  Vo- 
contium,  on  a  fmall  river  called  the  Argenteum,  which  empties  itfelf 
into  the  fea  at  Forum  Julii  "*, 

In  the  mean  time,  Antony  had  paffed  the  Alps,  and  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  May  arrived  with  the  firft  divifion  of  his  army  at  Forum 
Julii,  four-and-twenty  miles  from  the  ftation  of  Lepidus.     Venti- 

49  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xi.  ep.  13.  69  Plut.  in  Antonio.  "  Frejus. 
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dius  having  followed  about   two  days  march  in  the  rear  of  Antony,    CHAP. 

and  having  again  joined  him  at  this  place,  their  foixes  coniifted"  of   < v-.-^ 

the  fecond  legion  intire,  with  a  coniiderable  number  of  men,  but 
without  arms  ;  the  broken  remains  of  many  legions,  together  with  a 
body  of  cavalry,  of  which,  this  part  of  the  army  having  fuffered  leaf! 
in  the  late  action,  Antony  had  ftill  a  confiderable  force.  But  in  this 
pofition  many  deferted  from  him,  and  his  numbers  were  daily  di- 
minifhing  ;  Silanus  and  Culeo,  two  officers  of  rank,  were  among  the 
deferters. 

Such  was  the  pofture  of  affairs,  on  the  twenty-firft  of  May,  when 
Lepidus  gave  to  Cicero  the  ftrongeft  affurances  6i  of  zeal  for  the 
commonwealth.  Plancus,  at  the  fame  time,  had  taken  port  on  the 
Ifere6',  had  thrown  a  bridge  over  that  river,  and  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  Decimus  Brutus,  whom  he  expected  to  join  him  by  the  moll  ordi- 
nary paffage  of  the  Alps  6s :  but  while  he  lay  in  this  pofition  he  re- 
ceived a  melfage  from  Lepidus,  informing  him  of  Antony's  approach, 
and  exprefling  great  diftrufl  of  many  in  his  own  army,  whom  he  fuf-- 
pected  of  a  difpofition  to  join  the  enemy.  Upon  thefe  represent- 
ations, Plancus  marched  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  as  appears  from 
his  difpatches  to  Rome  of  this  date,  expected  to  join  Lepidus  in 
eight  days,  and  hoped,  by  his  prefence,  to  fecure  the  fidelity 
of  the  army,  which  began  to  be  queftioned.  He  wrote,  with, 
great  confidence,  of  the  zeal  and  affection  of  his  own  troops, 
and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  himfelf,  unfupported  by  any 
other  force,  fhould  be  able  to  overwhelm,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf, 
the  broken  forces  of  Antony,  though  joined  by  the  followers  of  that 
muleteer  Ventidius 66. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  armies  of  Antony  and  Lepidus  remaining  in 
fight  of  each  other,  frequent  meffages  paffed  between  the  leaders ;  and  i 
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as  no  hoftilities  were  committed,  the  foldiers  converfed  freely  toge- 
ther, though  without  any  apparent  effect 67.     Lepidus  ftill  profefTed 
to  govern  himfelf  by  the  orders  of  the   Senate,  and   to  employ  his 
army   in   fupport   of  the  commonwealth.     But  while  he  preferved 
thefe  appearances,   he  fent  an  order  to  countermand  the  junction    of 
Plancus;  and  having  convened  his  own  army,  as  ufual,  around  the  plat- 
form 6S,  from  which   it  was  the    cuftom   to  harangue  the  troops,  he 
addreffed  them  in  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  repeated  his  profeffions  of 
duty  to  the  republic,  and  urged  a  vigorous  exertion  in  the  war.     It 
had  not  yet  appeared  to  what  point  thefe  profeffions  were   tending, 
when  he  was   anfwered  with  exclamations,   which  he  probably  ex- 
pected, from  fome  leading  perfons  among  the  foldiers,  in  which  they 
"declared  the  wifhes  of  the  army  for  peace.    Two  Roman  Confuls,  they 
faid,  had  been  already  killed  in  this  unnatural  quarrel.    The  beft  blood 
of  the   republic   had   been   fpilt,  and   the  moil   refpectable   citizens 
declared  enemies  of  their  country ;  that  it  was  time  to   fheathe  the 
-fword  ;  "  for  our  parts,"  they  faid,  "  we  are  determined  that  our  arms, 
"  from  henceforward,  fhall  not  be  employed  on  either  fide f9."    From  - 
this  audience  the  army  of  Lepidus  proceeded  to  invite  Antony  into 
their  camp,  and  prefenting  him  to  their  general  as  a  friend,  termi- 
nated the   war  between  them   by  a  coalition,  in  appearance  forced 
upon  Lepidus,  but  probably  previouily  concerted  with  himlelf. 

Antony  was  now  joined  with  Lepidus  in  the  command  of  the 
army  which  had  come  to  oppofe  him,  and  by  his  popularity,  or  fu- 
perior  ability,  foon  got  the  attendant  of  his  colleague.  He  found 
himfelf  again  at  the  head  of  a  great  force,  compofed  of  the  remains  of 
his  late  defeat,  three  legions  that  had  joined  him  under  Ventidius, 
and  feven  of  which  the  army  of  Lepidus  confifted  7°. 

Plancus,   being   ftill  upon  his  march,  perfifted  in  his  intention  to 
join  Lepidus,  notwithftanding  he  had  received  an  order  or  inftruc- 

67  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iiL  69  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  x.  ep.  21. 

63  The  Suggeftum,  mod  commonly  railed         7°  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
-of  turf. 
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uon  from  himfelf  to  the  contrary;  but  having,  at  laft,  received  po-  C  H  A  .P. 
fitive  information  of  his  defection,  and  confidering  the  danger  to 
which  he  himfelf  rauft  be  expofed  with  an  inferior  force  againft  two 
armies  united,  he  returned  to  his  poft  on  the  Here,  and  fent  preffing 
inftances  to  haften  the  march  of  Decimus  Brutus,  and  of  other  fuc- 
cours  from  Italy  ". 

Lepidus,  even  after  the  reception  of  Antony  into  his  camp,  ad- 
dreffed  the  Senate  in  a  folemn  declaration,  ftill  afferting  his  affec- 
tion to  the  commonwealth,  and  reprefenting  the  late  change  of 
his  meafures  as  the  effect  of  neceffity  impofed  upon  him  by  the 
troops,  who,  in  a  mutinous  manner,  refufed  to  make  war  on  their 
fellow-citizens.  While  he  made  thefe  profeffions,  he  recommended 
to  the  Senate  the  example  of  the  army,  exhorted  them  to  drop  all 
private  animoiities,  to  make  the  public  good  the  rule  of  their  conduct,, 
and  not  to  treat  as  a  crime,  the  humane  and  merciful  difpofition 
which  fellow-citizens  had  exercifed  towards  each  other  7\ 

At  the  fame  time  difpatches  arrived  from  Plancus  and  Decimus  Brutus, 
both  treating  the  pretended  mutiny  of  the  army  in  Gaul  as  a  mere 
artifice  of  their  general  to  conceal  his  own  defection  ".  The  city 
was  greatly  alarmed,  even  the  populace,  affecting  a  zeal  for  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Senate,  demolifhed  the  ftatues  which  had  been  lately 
erected  to  Lepidus.  The  Senators,  incenfed  not  only  at  his  treachery, 
but  at  the  falfe  profeffions  with  which  he  prefumed  to  addreii 
them  on  the  fubject,  proceeded  to  declare  him  a  public  enemy, 
and  refolved,  that  all  his  adherents,  who  did  not  return  to  their  duty 
before  the  firfl:  of  September,  mould  be  involved  in  the  fame  fen- 
tence.  Private  inftructions  were  fent,  at  the  fame  time,  to  Marcus 
Brutus,  and  to  Caius  Caffius,  urging  them  to  haften  the  march  of 
tiieir.  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  capital74. 

71  Cic.  ad  Famil.  lib.  x.  ep.  21.  "  Cic.  ad  Famil.  lib.  x.  ep.  35. 

71  Ibid.  lib.  x.  ep.  35.  7+  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib,  ill. 
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During  thefe  tranfactions,  O&avius  remained  inactive  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Italy.  The  demife  of  the  two  Confuls  opened  a  new  fcene  to 
his  ambition.  This  event  came  fo  opportunely  for  his  purpofe,  and 
his  own  character  for  intrigue  was  fo  much  eftablifhed,  that  he  was 
fufpected  of  having  had  an  active  part  in  procuring  the  death  of  thofe 
officers.  It  was  laid,  that  he  employed  fome  emiffaries  to  difpatch 
Hirtius  in  the  heat  of  battle ;  and  that  Panfa's  wound,  not  being 
mortal,  he  fuborned  the  perfon  who  drelfed  it,  to  render  it  fo  by  an 
injection  of  poifon.  A  furgeon,  named  Glyco,  was  actually  taken 
into  cuftody  on  this  account ;  the  fufpicion  remained  againft  Octa- 
vius  till  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  and  even  made  a  part  in  the 
grievous  reproaches  with  which  his  memory  continued  to  be  loaded 
after  his  death  ".  It  was  rejected,  however,  at  the  time,  even  by 
Marcus  Brutus,  who  warmly  interceded  with  Cicero  in  behalf  of 
Glyco,  as  a  perfon  who  was  himfelf  a  great  fufFerer  by  Panfa's  death, 
and  who  bore  fuch  a  reputation  for  probity  as  ought  to  have  fecured 
him  againft  this  imputation  7\  The  teftimony  of  Marcus  Brutus, 
when  given  in  favour  of  Octavius,  muft,  no  doubt,  be  admitted  as  of 
the  greateft  authority,  and  may  be  allowed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
remove  the  whole  fufpiciom 

O&avius  himfelf  gave  out,  that  Panfa,  when  dying  of  his  wounds, 
defired  to  fee  him  in  private,  gave  him  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  parties, 
and  advifed  him  no  longer  to  remain  the  tool  of  thofe  who  meant 
only  to  demolifh  the  party  of  Csfar,  in  order  that  they  them- 
felves  might  rife  on  its  ruins.  But  from  the  detail  of  what  paffed  in 
the  interval  betvveen  the  battle  of  Mutina  and  the  death  of  Panfa,  of 
which  Decimus  Brutus  fent  an  account  to  Cicero,  it  does  not  appear 
that  Octavius  could  have  feen  Panfa.  And  it  is  probable,  that  this 
pretended  advice  of  the  dying  Conful  was  fabricated  afterwards,  to 

75  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i.e.  10.  7i  Cicer.  ad  Brutum,  ep.  6.  edit.  Olivet,  torn.  9. 
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juflify  the  part  which  O&avius  took  againft  the  Senate  ".     The  fup-    CHAP, 
poled  admonition  of  Panfa,  at  any  rate,  was  probably  not  neceffary 
to  difluade  Octavius  from  continuing  to  fupport  the  republic  longer 
than   his   own  interefl  required.       This  was  the   great   rule  of  his 
conduct,  and  if,  until  that  hour,  he  continued  to  believe,  that  the 
Senate  intended  to  raife  him  on  the  ruin  of  Antony's  party,  in  order  that 
he  might  become  their  own  mailer  and  fovereign  of  the  commonwealth, 
he  fancied  furely  what  was  not  probable,  and  what  they  never  pro- 
filed to  be  their  intention.      The  reftoration  of  the  republican  go- 
vernment, and  of  the  Senate's  authority,  implied,  that  individuals 
were  to  be  fatisfied  with  receiving  the  honours  of  the  republic  in  their 
turn  ;   and  with  this  profpect,  Octavius  himfelf  affected  to  be  fatif- 
fied,  fo  long  as  it  fuited  with  the  flate  of  his  fortunes,  to  act  the  part 
of  a  republican. 

The  commonwealth  undoubtedly  fuftained  a  great  lofs  in  the  death 
of  the  two  Confuls.  Though  trained  up  under  Ca?far,  and  not  pof- 
felfed  of  any  remarkable  fhare  of  political  virtue,  they  were  men 
probably  of  moderate  ambition,  tenacious  of  the  dignities  to  which 
they  themfelves  and  every  free  citizen  might  afpire,  but  not  covet- 
ous of  more.  They  were  likely,  therefore,  to  acquiefce  in  the  civil 
eftabliihment  of  their  country,  and  by  the  dignity  of  their  characters, 
to  overawe  the  more  defperate  adventurers,  whole  views  and  fuc- 
ceffes  were  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth. 

If  the  Confuls,  Hirtius  and  Panfa,  hadiived  even  with  fuch  abilities 
as  they  poffefled,  they  might  have  kept  Lepidus  within  the  bounds 
of  his  duty,  they  might  have  prevented  Antony  from  recovering  the 
defeat  which  he  had  lately  received  at  Mutina,  and  obliged  Octavius, 
if  not  to  drop  his  ambitious  defigns,  at  lead  to  defer  the  execution 
of  them  to  a  more  diftant  period.     But,  immediately  after  the  death 

77  Ciccr.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xi.  ep.  13, 
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BOOK    0f  thefe  magiftrates,  it  became  evident,  that  this  young  man  was  dif- 

« /■ 1    fatisfied  with  his  fituation  and  with  his  party,  he  not  only  kept  at  a  dif- 

tance  from  Decimus  Brutus,  but  feemed  determined  not  to  take  any  part 
in  the  farther  operations  of  the  campaign.  The  prifoners  that  were  in 
his  hands  he  treated  as  friends,  and  by  fuffering  them,  without  any 
exchange  or  ranfom,  to  join  their  own  army,  gave  hopes  that  he 
was  ready  to  treat  on  reaibnable  terms  of  a  reconciliation  with  their 
general  He,  at  the  fame  time,  took  fteps  with  the  Senate  that 
feemed  to  prognofticate  a"  rupture,  made  application  for  a  triumph, 
in  which  neither  his  age,  his  rank,  nor  his  fhare  in  the  late  action, 
or  in  the  victory  obtained  over  Antony,  in  any  degree  fupported 
him  ;  and  having  failed  in  this  attempt,  he  declared  his  intention  to 
fue  for  the  office  of  Conful. 

O&avius,  when  he  offered  himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  the  Confu- 
late,  according  to  Dion  Caffius,  affected  to  infill  that  Cicero  78  fhould 
be  affociated  with  him  in  the  office79,  and  fhould 'take  the  whole 
administration  on  himfelf.  For  his  own  part,  he  faid,  that,  in  this 
affociation,  he  afpired  only  to  the  title  of  Magiftrate  j  that  all  the  world 
mult  know,  the  whole  authority  of  government,  and  all  the  glory 
to  be  reaped  in  the  public  fervice  would  redound  to  his  colleague  ; 
that,  in  this  requeft,  and  in  that  he  had  made  for  a  triumph,  he  had 
no  object  but  to  gain  a  fituation  in  which  he  might  lay  down  his  arms 

with  honour,  as  having  fuch  a  public  atteflation  in  behalf  of  his  fer- 

•       so 
vices    . 

Cicero,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the  fame  hiftorian,  fell  into 
the  fnare  that  was  laid  for  him  by  this  artful  boy,  fupported  his  pre- 
tentions, and  was  willing  to  become  the  colleague  and  the  tutor  of 
this  reviving  Csefar. 


'8  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  42. 

79  Appian.  dc  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii.# 


Cicer.  ad  BrutQm,  ep.  io. 


Qctavbs 


OF    THE    ROMAN   REPUBLIC.  141 

Odtavius  afterwards  boafted  of  the  artifice  he  had  employed  in 
this  piece  of  flattery  to  Cicero,  as  the  only  means  he  had  left,  at  that 
time,  to  fecure  the  continuance  of  his  military  command 8l.     But  the 
Senators,  and  the  partizans  of  the  confpirators,  in  particular,  were 
greatly  exafperated.     The   propofition  appeared  fo  ftrange,  that  no 
Tribune,  no  perfon  in  any  office,  not  even  any  private  citizen,  could 
be  found  to  move  it  8\       The  animofity  of  Cicero   to  Antony  had 
alreadv,  they  thought,  carried  him  too  far  in  fupporting  the  preten- 
fions  of  this  afpiring  young  man.     If  he  fhould  prevail  on  the  pre- 
fent  cccafion,  all  that  the  Senate  had  hitherto  done  to  reftore  the  con- 
ffitution  would  be  fruitlefs-     A  perfon,  who  prefumed  to  claim  the 
office  of  Conful  at  an  age  fo  improper,  and  fo  far  fhort  of  that  which 
the  law  prefcribed,  was  likely,  when  poflefTed  of  this  power,  to  fet 
no  bounds   to  his  ufurpations.       In  order,  therefore,  to   elude   his 
requifition,  they  were  obliged  to  defer  the  elections,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  appointed  ten  commiflioners  under  pretence  of  inquiring  into 
the  abufes  committed  in  Antony's  adminiftration,  and  of  diftributing 
to   the  army  the  gratuities,  and  of  executing  the  fettlements  devifed 
for  their  late  fen-ices,  but  probably  with  a  real  intention  to  vert  thefe 
commiflioners   with  the  chief  direction  of  affairs,  until  it  could  be 
determined  who  mould  fucceed   in  the    office   of  Conful,  and  who 
fhould  be  intrufted  with  the  fafety  of  the  republic.     The  partizans  of 
the  commonwealth  were  now,  in  appearance,  fuperior  to  their  ene- 
mies, but  far  from  being  fecure  in  polfeffion  of  the  fuperiority  they 
had  gained  8\ 

The  Senate,  in  order  to  exclude  Octavius  from  this  commiffion, 
without  giving  him  any  particular  reafon  to  complain  of  their  par- 
tiality, at  the  fame  time  left  out  Decimus  Brutus ;  and  by  this  equal 
exclufion  of  perfons  at  the  head  of  armies   from  the  management  of 

*'  Plut,  in  Cicer.         *a  Cicer.  ad  Brutum,  ep.  10.        '3  Appian,  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
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BOOK,    affair?,  in  which  the  armies  were  fo_  much  concerned,  they  enabled 

t — „ ■    Octavius  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  with  diftruft  of  the  civil 

power,  and  to  ftate  the  interefts  of  the  civil  and  military  factions  as 
in  oppofition  to  each  other  8\  He  no  longer,  therefore,  difguifed 
his  averfion  to  the  Senate  ;  complained,  that  they  treated  him  dif- 
■refpe&fully,  called  him  a  boy,  who  muft  be  amufed35,  decked  out  with 
honours,  and  afterwards  deflroyed B6.  "  I  am  excluded,"  he  faid, 
"  from  the  prefent  commiflion,  not  from  any  diftruft  in  me,  but 
"  from  the  fame  motive  from  which  Decimus  Brutus  is  alfo  excluded, 
'■"  a  general  diftruft  of  every  perfon  who  is  likely  to  efpoufe  the  in- 
"  terefts  of  the  army  ;  and,  from  thefe  exclufions,  it  is  evident  what 
"  they  intend  with  refpect  to  the  claims  of  the  veterans,  and  with 
■"  refpecl:  to  their  expectations  of  a  juft  reward  for  their  fervices  87." 

Upon  the  junction  of  Antony  with  Lepidus,  the  Senate  felt  the  ne- 
•ceflity  of  paying  a  little  more  attention  than  they  had  lately  done  to  the 
interefts  of  Octavius.  Inftead  of  appointing  him  to  act  under  Decimus 
Brutus,  as  they  at  firft  intended,  they  joined  him  in  the  command 
of  the  army  ;  and,  in  this  new  fituation,  required  him  to  co-operate 
in  defending  Italy  againft  the  united  forces  of  Antony  and  Lepidus. 

Octavius  inftantly  communicated  to  the  army  thefe  orders  of  the 
Senate,  with  inlinuations  of  the  hardlhips  which  they  were  now  to 
•undergo  on  being  fent  on  a  frefh  fervice,  before  they  had  received  the 
rewards  which  were  promifed  and  due  to  them  for  the  former ;  and 
he  propofed,  that  they  fhould  fend  deputies  to  the  Senate  with  pro- 
per reprefentations  on  this  fubject. 

A  number  of  Centurions  were  accordingly  felected  to  carry  the 
mandate  of  the  army  to  Rome.     As  they  delivered  their  meflage  in 

■*  Cicer.  ad  Familiar,  lib.  xi.  ep,  20.  This  faying  was  imputed  to  Cicero,  but  is 

8s  Ibid.    ep.  21.  peremptorily  denied. 
*6  Laudar.dum   adolefcentem,    ornandum,         M  Sueton.  in  Octavio,   c.  12. 
iclkndum. — This  laft  word  is  ambiguous, 
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name  of  the    legions,  without  any  mention    of  Octavius,  this  was    CHAP. 

thought    a    favourable  opportunity   to   negociate  directly  with    the    * ] ' 

troops,  without  confulting  their  leader ;  and  the  Senate  accordingly 
fent  a  coramiffion  for  this  purpofe,  with  hopes  that  they  might  be 
able  to  detach  the  whole  army  from  their  general,  or  that  at  leaft 
they  might  be  able  to  engage,  in  their  own  caufe,  thofe  legions  in 
particular,  who  had  deferted  from  Antony,  with  profeflions  of  zeal 
for  the  commonwealth. 

Octavius,  to  counteract  this  defign  before  the  commiffioners  em-* 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  it  arrived,  drew  forth  his  army,  and  in  a 
fpeech  complained  of  this  and  of  the  former  injuries  he  had  received 
from  the  Senate  :  "  Their  intention,"  he  faid,  "  is  to  cut  off  fepa- 
"  rately  all  the  leaders  of  Caefar's  party.  When  they  have  accom- 
M  plifhed  this  purpofe,  the  ai"my  too  muft  fall  at  their  feet S8.  They 
'*  will  recall  the  grants  of  land  which  have  been  made  to  you,  and 
"  will  deprive  you  of  the  juft  reward  of  all  your  faithful  fervices, 
M  They  charge  me  with  ambition  ;  but  what  evidence  is  there  of  my 
"  ambition  ?  Have  I  not  declined  the  dignity  of  Praetor,  when  you 
"  offered  to  procure  it  for  me  ? — My  motive  is  not  ambition,  but  the 
"  love  of  my  country ;  and  for  this  I  am  willing  to  run  any  ha- 
"  zard  to  which  I  myfelf  may  be  expofed ;  but  cannot  endure,  upon 
"  any  account,  that  you  mould  be  ftript  of  what  you  have  lb  dearly 
**  bought  by  your  fervices  in  the  public  caufe.  It  is  now  become 
"  evident,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  moft  dangerous  powers 
**  from  coming  into  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  and  in  order  to 
"  enfure  the  rewards  to  which  you  are  fo  juftly  intitled,  it  is  ne- 
"  ceffary  that  your  friends  fhould  be  raifed  to  the  head  of  the  com- 
"  monwealth.  In  the  capacity  of  Conful  I  fhall  be  able  to  do  juftice, 
"  to  your  merits  j  to  punifh  the  murderers  of  my  father,  to  be  re- 

88  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
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"  venged  of  your  enemies,  and  at  laft  to  bring  thefe  unhappy  do- 
"  meftic  diflenfions   to   an  end  8V' 

This  harangue  was  returned  with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  a  fecond 
deputation,  to  be  efcorted  by  four  hundred  men,  was  inftantly  ap- 
pointed from  the  army,  demanding  the  Confulate  for  their  general. 
The  officers  employed  in  this  fervice  were  repeatedly  admitted  to 
audiences  -in  the  Senate  '°.  In  anfwer  to  the  objections  which  were 
drawn  from  the  defects  of  their  general's  age  and  title,  they  urged 
former  precedents  ;  that  of  Scipio,  of  Dolabella,  and  the  fpecial 
acts  relating  to  Octavius  himfelf,  in  whofe  favour  ten  years  of 
the  legal  age  were  already  difpenfed  with.  One  of  the  officers  in 
this  fingular  deputation,  while  the  Senate  propofed  a  delay  in  order 
to  deliberate  on  the  matter,  is  faid  to  have  mown  the  hilt  of  his 
dagger ;  and  fome  one  of  the  party  who  efcorted  the  deputies,  in 
refuming  his  arms  at  the  door  of  the  Senate-houfe,  was  heard  to  fiy, 
in  girding  the  belt  of  his  fword,  If  you  will  not  confer  the  Confulate  on 
OcJavius,  this  fhall.  To  thefe  menacing  infmuations,  Cicero,  who 
had  jokes  imputed  to  him,  on  occafions  that  were  equally  ferious 
to  himfelf  and  to  the  republic,  is  faid  to  have  replied,  Nay,  if  you  pray 
in  that  language,  you  will  furely  be  heard. 

While  the  Senate  delayed  giving  any  direct  anfwer  to  this  military 
demand,  they  again  fent  a  deputation  of  their  own  members  with 
money  to  be  diftributed  to  the  legions,  hoping,  by  this  means,  to 
divert  them  from  the  project  which  they  had  formed  in  favour  of 
their  general.  But  Octavius,  being  fecretly  apprifed  that  a  fum  of 
money  was  fent  to  corrupt  his  army,  and  obferving  that  the  foldiers 
were  impatient  at  having  no  immediate  return  to  their  own  meffixge, 
chofe.not  to  wait  the  trial  of  this  dangerous  experiment,  feparated 
.lie  legions. into  two  columns,  marched  directly  to  Rome  ;  and  on  his 

~°  Appian.de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii.  *°  Dio.  .Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  42. 
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way  being  met  by  the   deputies   of  the   Senate,   he   commanded    CHAP, 
them,  at  their  peril,  not  to  approach  the  army,  or  to  interrupt  its 
march. 

Upon  the  news  of  his  approach,  the  city  was  thrown  into  great 
confternation.  The  Senate,  believing  they  had  erred  in  offering  too 
little  money  to  the  troops,  ordered  the  former  bounty  to  be  doubled  "♦ 
They  refolved  that  O&avius  mould  be  admitted  to  the  Confulate  ; 
or,  according  to  Dion  Caffius,  that  he  fhould  have  the  title  and  en- 
figns  of  Conful,  but  without  the  a&ual  power ;  that  he  fhould  have  a 
place  in  the  Senate  among  thofe  who  had  been  Confuls ;  that  he 
mould  be  Prsetor  at  the  firft  elections,  and  Conful  at  the  following  9\ 
And  thus  having  done  enough  to  fhow  their  fears,  but  not  to  dif- 
arm,  or  to  lull  the  ambition  of  this  prefumptuous  young  man,  they 
fent  new  deputies,  with  every  fymptom  of  trepidation  and  alarm,  to 
intimate  thefe  refolutions. 

Soon  after  this  deputation  from  the  Senate  was  difpatched,  two 
legions,  lately  tranfported  from  Africa,  and  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
the  city,  having  arrived  at  the  gates,  the  Senators,  with  their  party 
among  the  People,  refumed  their  courage :  they  were  even  difpofed  to 
recall  their  late  conceflions,  and  began  to  exclaim,  that  it  were  better 
to  perifh  in  defending  their  liberties,  than,  without  any  ftruggle,  to 
fall  a  prey  to  their  enemies.  Perfons  of  every  defcription  affumed 
the  military  drefs,  and  ran  to  their  arms. 

There  were  now  at  Rome  three  legions,  with  a  thoufand  horfe ; 
one  legion  having  been  left  there  by  Panfa  when  he  marched  towards 
Gaul.  Thefe  troops  were  pofted  on  the  fide  from  which  the  enemy 
was  expedled,  on  the  Janiculum  and  the  bridge  which  led  from 
thence  to  the  city.     Galleys  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  at  Oftia, 

»"  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii.  •*  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  41 . 
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BOOK  to  convey  the  public  treafure  beyond  the  fea,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be- 
come neceffary  to  take  this  meafure  to  fave  it :  and  it  was  deter- 
mined to  feize  the  mother  and  fifter  of  Octavius  9\  who  were  then 
fuppofed  to  be  at  Rome,  and  to  detain  them  as  hoftages.  But  this 
intention  was  fruftrated  by  the  timely  efcape  of  thefe  women,  who, 
.  apprehending  fome  danger,  had  already  withdrawn  from  the  city. 
Their  flight,  or  the  early  precaution  which  they  themfelves,  or  their 
friends,  had  taken  in  this  matter,  was  confidered  as  the  evidence  of  a 
long  premeditated  defign  on  the  part  of  Octavius. 

Under  this  impreffion,  and  that  of  the  fuperior  force  with  which 
it  was  known  Octavius  was  prepared  to  aflail  them,  the  Senators 
again  loft  hopes  of  being  able  to  refill ;  but  they  flattered  themfelves, 
that  the  refolution  they  had  taken  to  defend  the  city,  would  not  be 
known  in  time  to  prevent  their  firft  melfage  to  the  army  from  being 
delivered.  Their  conceflions  were  accordingly  published  among  the 
troops;  but  appearing  to  be  forced,  were  received  with  contempt,  and 
ferved  only  to  encourage  the  prefumption  of  the  foldiers,  and  to 
haften  their  march.  As  the  army  drew  near  to  the  city,  all  the  ap- 
proaches were  deferted  by  thofe  who  had  been  placed  to  defend  them, 
and  the  advanced  guard  of  O&avius  patted  to  the  Mons  Quirinalis, 
without  being  met  by  any  perfon  in  the  quality  either  of  friend  or  of 
enemy.  But,  after  a  little  paufe,  numbers  of  his  own  party  among 
the  people  having  gone  forth  to  receive  him,  the  ftreets  were  in- 
ftantly  crowded  with  perfons  of  all  ranks,  who  haftened  to  pay  their 
court    . 

Octavius  having  halted  his  army  during  the  night  in  the  firft  ftreets 
which  they  entered  ;  on  the  following  day,  with  a  proper  efcort,  and 
amidft  the  fhouts  and  acclamations  of  the  multitude,  took  polTeffion 

*3  Appian  de  Eel!.  Civ.  lib.  jii,  »*  Ibid. 
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of  the  Forum.     The  troops  who  had  been  afTembled  to  oppofe  him,    chap. 

at  the  fame  time  left  their  ftations,  and  made  an  offer  of  their  fervices.    < » ' 

Cornutus,  one  of  the  officers  who  commanded  thofe  troops,  having 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  prevent  this  defection,  killed  himfelf.  Cicero 
is  laid  to  have  defired  a  conference  with  his  young  friend  ;  but 
when  he  feemed  to  prefume  on  his  former  connection,  was  coldly 
anfwered,  That  he  had  been  flow  in  his  prefent  advances. 

In  the  following  night  a  rumour  was  fpread,  that  the  Martia  and 
the  fourth  legion,  which  made  a  part  in  the  army  of  O&avius,  but 
fuppofed  to  be  particularly  attached  to  the  Senate,  on  account  of  the 
late  honorary  decrees  which  had  palled  in  their  favour,  had  declared 
againft  the  violent  meafures  of  their  leader ;  that  they  offered  to 
protect  the  Senate  and  People  in  their  legal  affemblies,  and  in  any 
refolutions  they  fhould  form  on  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  republic. 
Numbers  of  Senators  believed  this  report,  and  were  about  to  refume 
their  meetings.  Craffus,  one  of  the  Prxtors,  fet  out  for  the  Picenum, 
where  he  bad  confiderable  influence,  in  order  to  affemble  what  forces 
he  could  raiie  to  iecure  the  fuccefs  of  this  defign  ;  but  before  morn- 
ing this  report  was  known  to  be  groundlefs,  and  all  orders  of  men 
returned  to  their  former  dejection  and  fubmiflion. 

At  break  of  day  Octavius  removed  the  army  from  the  Greets  of 
Rome  into  the  Campus  Martius.  He  did  not  fuffer  any  ads  of  cruelty 
to  be  committed,  or  make  any  inquiry  after  thofe  who  had  been  for- 
ward in  oppofing  his  claims.  He  affected  the  clemency  of  his  late 
uncle  ;  but  like  him  too,  without  any  fcruple,  laid  his  hands  on  thc 
public  treafure,  made  a  diftribution  to  the  army  of  the  ftims  which 
had  been  firft  decreed  to  them  ;  and  engaged  for  himfelf,  foon  after, 
to  add  from  his  own  eftate  what  had  been  fucceffively  promiled. 
Having  ordered  that  the  election  of  Confuls  fhould  immediately  pro- 
ceed, he  withdrew  with  the  army,  affecting  to  leave  the  People  to  a 

U  2  free 
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BOOK  free  choice.  And  being  himfelf  elected,  together  with  Q^Pedius, 
whom,  without  any  mention  of  Cicero,  he  had  recommended  for 
this  purpofe,  he  returned  in  folemn  proceflion  to  offer  the  fa- 
crifices  uiual  on  fuch  occafions,  and  entered  on  his  office  on  the 
twenty-tirft  of  September,  the  day  before  he  completed  his  twentieth 

95 

year    . 

On  this  occafion  the  young  Caefar,  in  the  capacity  of  Conful,  made 
a  fpeech  to  the  troops,  acknowledging  their  fervices ;  but  avoided 
imputing  to  their  interpofition  the  honours  which  ne  had  recently 
obtained  in  the  city.  For  thefe  honours  he  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  affemblies  of  the  People.  Thefe  he  accofled  as 
the  fovereigns  of  the  empire  j  and  was  anfwered  by  an  affected  belief 
of  his  fincerity. 

In  the  fame  fpirit  of  fervility  with  which  fo  many  honours  had 
been  decreed  to  Julius  Caefar,  it  was  enacted,  that  Odtavius  fhould 
for  ever  take  rank  of  every  Conful,  and  the  command  of  every  ge- 
neral, at  the  head  of  his  own  army ;  that  he  fhould  have  an  unlimited 
commiffion  to  levy  troops,  and  to  employ  them  where  the  neceffities  of 
the  State  might  require  96 ;  that  his  adoption  into  the  family  of  Caefar 
fhould  now  be  ratified  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner  by  the  affembly  of 
the  Curias ;  a  form  which  the  laws  of  the  republic  required  in  every 
fuch  cafe,  and  in  which  he  had  been  formerly  prevented  by  the  in- 
trigues of  Antony  ;  that  the  act  declaring  Dolabella  an  enemy  of  his 
country  fhould  be  repealed,  and  an  inqueft  fet  on  foot  for  the  trial 
of  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  death  of  Julius  Caefar. 

In  confequence  of  this  eftablifhmenr,  numbers  were  cited,  and 
■upon  their  non-appearance  were  condemned.  Among  thefe  were 
Marcus  Brutus  and  Caius  Caffius.     In  giving  fentence  againfl  them,, 

*'  Veil.  Paterculus,  lib.  ii.  c.  65.  st  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  39. 
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the  judges  affected  to  fhew  their  ballots  ;  and  a  citizen,  of  the  name  '-  H  A  ?, 
of  Silicius  Coronas,  being  of  the  number,  likewife  held  up  his  ballot 
into  public  view ;  but,  in  the  midft  of  this  tide  of  fervility  and  adu- 
lation, had  the  courage  to  acquit  the  accufed.  His  courage  for  the 
prefent  pafTed  without  animadverfion,  but  he  was  referved,  with  filent 
refentment,  as  an  objecT;  of  future  punifhment  97« 

»?  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ,  lib.iiL 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Proceedings  of  the  ?iew  Conful State  of  the  Eqftern  Provinces. 

Interview  of  Oclavius,  Antony ■,  and  Lepidus,  with  their  Coa- 
lition.  The  Profcription  or  Moffacre. -Death  of  Cicero. 

Sequel  of  the  Maffacre. Succeffon  of  Confuls. Severe  Ex- 

atlion  of  Taxes. State  of  Sex t us  Pompeius. Movements  of 

Antony  and  Oclavius    refptttively. Both    bend  their  Courfe  to 

the  Eajl. Pofnre  and  Operations  of  Brutus  and  Cafius. 

Their  Arrival  and  Progrefs  in  Europe. Campaign  at  Philippi. 

Firft  Aclion  and  Death  of  Cajius. Second  Attion  and  Death 

of  Brutus. 

B  (DO  K  'TpHE  republic,  of  which  O&avius  was  now,  in  appearance,  the 
i  -*-  legal  magistrate,  had  declared  open  war  againft  Antony  and 
Lepidus ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  declaration,  the  forces  of  De- 
cimus  Brutus  and  of  Plancus,  as  has  been  mentioned,  had  advanced 
to  the  Rhone  and  the  Here,  but  had  been  obliged  again  to  retreat, 
in  order  to  avoid  coming  to  aclion  with  a  fuperior  enemy.  It  was 
confidered,  therefore,  as  the  firft  object  of  the  Conful  to  reinforce 
that  army  of  the  republic,  and  to  carry  the  decrees  of  the  Senate 
into  execution  againft  thofe  who  prefumed  to  difpute  their  authority. 
He  accordingly  marched  from  the  city  as  upon  this  defign  ;  but  it 
foon  after  appeared,  that  he  had  been  fome  time  in  correspondence 
with  thefe  fuppofed  enemies  of  their  country  ;  that  he  intended  to 
join  them  againft  the  Senate,  and,  with  their  forces  united,  to  relift 
the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  againft  them  in  the  Eaft  under  the 
governors  of  Macedonia  and  Syria. 

3  While 
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While  the  fiege  of  Mutina  was  flill  in  dependance,  Marcus  Brutus  CHAP, 
had  drawn  his  forces  towards  the  coaft  of  Epirus,  with  intention  to 
pais  into  Italy ;  but  having  received  a  report  that  Dolabella,  then  in 
the  province  of  Afia,  had  tranfported  a  body  of  men  from  thence  to 
the  Cherfonefus  ',  and  that  he  feemed  to  intend  the  invafion  of  Ma- 
cedonia, he  was  obliged  to  return  for  the  defence  of  his  own  pro- 
vince ;  and  from  thence  forward,  by  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Syria 
was  hindered,  during  fome  time,  from  taking  any  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Weft. 

Dolabella,  in  confequence  of  his  appointment  to  the  government 
of  Syria,  after  the  murder  of  Trebonius,  had  affembled  a  fleet  on  the 
coaft,  to  accompany  the  march  of  his  army  by  land,  and  to  difpute 
the  poffeflion  of  that  province  with  Caflius  \  His  operations,  how- 
ever, began  in  that  quarter  with  his  receiving  a  great  check  to  his 
hopes  in  the  defeat  of  his  fleet ;  his  galleys  having  been  difperfed,  and 
all  his  tranfports  taken  by  Lentulus,  who  had  ferved  under  Trebo- 
nius, and  who  now  commanded  the  fleets  of  Brutus  and  Caflius  in 
thofe  feas  \  Notwithstanding  this  defeat  of  his  forces  at  fea,  he  ad- 
vanced by  land  into  Cilicia  j  and  while  his  antagonift  lay  in  Paleftine, 
to  intercept  the  legions  that  were  coming  to  join  him  from  Egypt, 
he  made  confiderable  levies,  took  poffeflion  of  Tarfus,  reduced  the 
party  which  Caflius  had  left  at  iEga,  and  proceeded  to  Antioch  j  but 
finding  the  gates  of  this  town  were  fhut  againft  him,  he  continued 
his  march  to  Laodicaea,  where  he  was  admitted ;  being  deter- 
mined to  make  a  ftand  at  this  place,  he  again  affembled  the  remains 
of  his  fleet,  in  order  to  bring  his  fupply  of  ftores  and  provifions  by 
fea*.  Having  encamped  and  intrenched  his  army  clofe  to  the  walls- 
of  Laodicasa,  he  threw  down  part  of  the  ramparts,  to  open  a  com- 
munication between  his  camp  and  the  town s. 

*  Sic.  ad  Brutum,  ep.  2.  *  Dio.  Cafl*.  lib.  xlvii.  c.  30. 

1  Cicer.  ad  Famil.  lib.  xii.  ep.  12,  s  Cic.  ad.  Famil.  lib.  xii,  ep.  ij, 

3  Ibid.  ep.  15, 
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Caflius  having  intelligence  of  this  progrefs  made  by  Dolabella  in 
Syria,  and  of  his  difpolitions  to  fecure  Laodicsca,  prepared  to  diflodge 
'him  from  thence.  For  this  purpofe  he  advanced  to  Pallos,  at  the 
diftance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  enemy's  ftation,  and  took  meafures, 
by  cutting  off  his  fupplies  both  by  fea  and  by  land,  to  reduce  him 
by  famine.  In  execution  of  this  defign,  he  endeavoured  to  procure 
{hipping  from  every  part  of  the  coaft,  extending  from  Rhodes  to 
Alexandria  ;  but  found  that  raoft  of  the  maritime  States  of  Afia 
were  already  drained  by  his  enemy,  or  were  unwilling  to  declare 
'themfelves  for  either  party.  The  port  of  Sidon  was  the  firft  that 
furnifhed  him  any  fupply  of  vefTels  ;  but  the  officer  who  commanded 
them  having  ventured  to  appear  before  Laodicsea,  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  navy  which  Dolabella  had  collefted  from  his  late  defeat  j 
and,  though  he  defended  himfelf  with  great  obftinacy,  and  with  great 
flaughter  of  the  enemy,  after  many  fhips  were  funk  on  both  fides, 
fuffered  a  capture  of  five  gallies  with  all  their  crews.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  check,  Caflius  was  foon  after  joined  by  fquadrons  from 
Tyre,  Aradus,  and  even  from  Cyprus.  The  governor  of  this  ifland, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  Cleopatra,  his  fovereign,  who  had  af- 
fembled  her  fleet  to  fupport  Dolabella,  ventured  to  change  their  de£ 
tination,  and  to  take  part  with  Caflius  6. 

With  this  acceflion  of  force,  Caflius  being  again  in  condition  to 
block  up  the  harbour  of  Laodicsea,  prefented  himfelf  for  this  pur- 
pofe, and  two  engagements  followed ;  in  the  firft  of  which  the  ad- 
vantage was  doubtful  j  in  the  fecond,  the  victory  declared  for  Caflius, 
and  rendered  him  mafter  of  the  coaft.  Holding  his  enemy  there- 
fore blocked  up  by  fea,  he  continued  to  prefs  upon  the  town  from 
the  land,  and,  by  the  fifth  of  June,  had  reduced  the  befieged  to  great 
diftrefs ;  but  while  he  feemed  to  rely  entirely  on  the  effects  of  this 

*  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
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circumftance  \    he  carried   on  a  correfpondence  with  the   garrifon,    c  H  A  :>- 

and,  on  a  day  concerted  with  the  officer  on  duty,  was  admitted  into    ' * — —> 

the  place. 

Dolabella,  finding  that  the  town  was  delivered  up,  chofe  to  fall  by 
the  fword  of  one  of  his  own  men,  of  whom  he  requefted  the  favour 
to  fave  him,  by  this  Jaft  acT:  of  duty,  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies.  The  troops  who  had  ferved  under  him  acknow- 
ledged the  authority  of  his  rival,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  ufual 
in  ranging  themfelves  under  a  new  general.  Caffius  feized  what 
money  he  found  in  the  public  treafury,  or  in  the  temples  at  Lao- 
dicsea,  laid  the  citizens  under  a  heavy  contribution,  and  put  fome 
of  thofe  who  had  been  moft  forward  in  ferving  his  enemy  to 
death  8. 

Such  was  known,  fome  time  before  the  battle  of  Mutina,  to  be  the 
event  of  affairs  in  Afia ;  and  the  fortunes  of  Marcus  Brutus  and 
Caffius,  they  being  fuppofed  to  have  twenty  legions  under  their 
command,  with  all  the  refources  of  the  Eaftern  Empire,  were  ftill 
in  a  thriving  condition,  when  Octavius,  foon  after  his  nomination 
to  the  office  of  Conful,  under  pretence  of  urging  the  war  againft 
Antony  and  Lepidus,  had  taken  his  departure  from  Rome,  leaving 
his  colleague  Pedius  in  the  administration  of  the  city.  To  him  he 
had  given  inftru&ions  to  obtain,  as  of  his  own  accord,  the  revocation 
of  the  acts  by  which  Antony  and  Lepidus  had  been  declared  public 
enemies.  He  incited  the  army,  at  the  fame  time,  to  demand  a 
reconciliation  of  parties,  and  adminiftered  an  oath  to  them,  in  which 
they  fwore  not  to  draw  their  fwords  againft  any  of  the  troops  who 
had  ever  ferved  under  Casfar.  As  Pedius  made  no  mention  of  his 
colleague  in  making  his  motion  in  favour  of  Antony  and  Lepidus, 
the  Senate,  not  knowing  how  far  it  might  be  agreeable  to  O&avius, 

7  Cic.  ad.  Famil.  lib.  xii.  ep.  13.  8  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 

Vol.  III.  X-  j-efcrred 
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BOOK    referred  the  whole  matter  to  himfelf ;  and,  upon  his  having  figniiied 

• v 1    his  approbation,  proceeded  to  revoke  their  former  decree  of  attainder  *. 

By  thefe  means  Octavius,  without  appearing  himfelf  as  the  author  of 
this  change,  transferred  the  imputation  of  treafon  from  Antony  and 
Lepidus  to  Brutus  and  Cafhus,  with  their  adherents  in  the  late  con- 
spiracy againft  the  life  of  Caefar. 

As  foon  as  the  ftate  of  parties  was  thus  transformed,  Octavius 
congratulated  the  Senate  on  the  wifdom  of  their  meafures,  and  from 
thenceforward  treated  with  Antony  and  Lepidus  as  friends,  corre- 
fponded  with  them  on  the  Subject  of  the  commonwealth,  and  invited 
them,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  return  into  Italy. 

Under  pretence  of  this  revolution  in  the  government,  Plancus  with- 
drew his  forces  from  the  army  of  Decimus  Brutus,  and  efpoufed  the 
caufe,  which  the  republic  itfelf,  under  the  authority  of  the  Confuls* 
appeared  to  avow.     Pollio  likewife  followed  this  example. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  feparations,  Decimus  Brutus  was  left 
fmgly  to  withstand  the  force  of  fo  many  enemies  who  were  united, 
and  now  Supported  againft  him  with  the  authority  of  the  State  itfelf. 
He  ftill  had  ten  legions,  of  which  the  four  with  which  he  had  de- 
fended the  city  of  Mutina  during  the  preceding  winter,  were  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  Sufferings  of  that  fervice.  With  the  other  fix, 
being  raw  and  undifciplined  troops,  he  did  not  think  himfelf  in  con- 
dition to  continue  the  war  againft  fo  many  enemies ;  and  he  de- 
termined therefore  to  withdraw  by  Illyricum  into  Macedonia,  and  to 
join  himfelf  with  the  forces  which  were  raifed  for  the  republic  in 
that  province.  But  in  the  execution  of  this  defign  he  found,  that  in 
civil  wars  armies  are  not  eafily  retained  on  the  lofing  fide,  and  had 
ocean  on  to  obferve,  that  they  are  never  hearty  in  behalf  of  civil 
institutions  againft  a  profeffed  intention  to  eftablifh  military  govern- 

*  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  xlvi.  c.  44. 
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ment.  On  pretence  of  the  hardships  of  the  propofed  march,  he  was  c  H  A  F- 
deferted  firft  by  the  new  levies,  and  afterwards  by  the  veterans, 
with  all  the  irregulars  who,  except  a  few  Gaulifh  horfe,  went  over 
with  their  colours  to  the  enemy.  Of  thofe  who  remained,  he,  under 
the  deepen:  impreffions  of  defpair,  allowed  as  many  as  choie  it  to 
depart ;  and  with  only  three  hundred  horfemen  who  adhered  to  him, 
fet  out  for  the  Rhine,  intending  to  make  his  intended  retreat  through 
Germany.  But,  in  proportion  as  difficulties  multiplied  on  his  way, 
the  little  troop  which  attended  him  gradually  diminiihed  ;  and  being 
reduced  to  ten,  he  imagined  that,  with  fo  few  in  his  company,  he 
might  even  pafs  through  Italy  undifcovered.  He  accordingly  dif- 
guifed  himfelf,  and  returned  to  Aquileia ;  but  being  there  feized, 
though  unknown,  as  a  fufpicious  perfon,  and  being  conducted  to  an 
officer  of  the  diftrict  who  knew  him,  he  was  by  the  orders  of  An- 
tony put  to  death  ,0. 

Thus,  while  all  the  military  powers  of  the  Eafl  were  afTembled 
under  Marcus  Brutus  and  Caffius,  with  a  profeffed  defign  to  reftore 
the  republic,  thofe  of  the  Weft  were  equally  united  for  a  contrary 
purpofe.  Antony  and  Lepidus  having  paffed  the  Alps,  defcended  the 
Po,  and  advanced  towards  Mutina.  Octavius  being  already  in  that 
neighbourhood  with  his  army,  they  met,  with  five  legions  of  each  fide, 
on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  Lavinus,  not  fir  from  the  fcene  of  their 
late  hoftile  operations  againft  each  other.  The  leaders  agreed  to 
hold  a  conference  in  a  fmall  ifland  formed  by  the  feparation  and  re- 
union of  two  branches  of  the  river.  To  the  end  that  they  might 
have  equal  accefs  to  this  ifland,  bridges  were  laid  on  the  divifions  of 
the  Lavinus  by  which  the  ifland  was  formed.  The  armies  drew  up 
on  the  oppofite  banks  ;  and  as  the  recent  animofities  of  Antony  and 
Odavius  ftill  left  fome  remains  of  diftruft  between  them,  Lepidus  firft 

'°  Appian.  deBell.  Civ.  lib.  iii. 
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entered  alone  into  the  place  that  was  intended  for  their  conference  j 
and  having  feen  that  no  fnares  were  laid  by  either  party,  he  made  the 
fignal  agreed  on,  and  was  joined  by  the  other  two  without  any 
attendants. 

Octavius  now  met  with  Antony  in  a  character  more  refpe&able 
than  that  in  which  he  had  formerly  appeared  to  him,  and,  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Roman  Conful  in  office,  had  the  place  of  honour 
affigned  to  him.  They  continued  their  conference  during  this  and 
the  two  following  days  "  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  made 
known  to  their  armies,  that  they  had  agreed  on  the  following  ar- 
ticles: That  O&avius,  in  order  to  divert  himfelf  of  every  legal  ad- 
vantage over  his  affociates,  mould  refign  the  Confulate  ;  that  the 
three  military  leaders,  then  upon  an  equal  footing,  fhould  hold  or 
fhare  among  them,  during  five  years,  the  fupreme  adminiftration  of 
affairs  in  the  empire  ;  that  they  fhould  name  all  the  officers  of  ftate, 
magiftrates,  and  governors  of  provinces  ;  that  Octavius  fhould  have 
the  exclufive  command  in  Africa,  Sardinia,  and  Sicily,  Lepidus  in 
Spain,  and  Antony  in  Gaul  ;  that  Lepidus  fhould  be  fubftituted  for 
Decimus  Brutus  in  the  fucceffion  to  the  Confulate  for  the  following 
year,  and  fhould  have  the  adminiftration  at  Rome,  while  Octavius 
and  Antony  purfued  the  wTar  againft  Brutus  and  Caffius  in  the  Eaft ; 
that  the  army,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  fhould  have  fettlements  affigned 
to  them  in  the  richefl  diltri&s  and  beft  fituations  of  Italy.  Among 
the  laft  were  fpecified  Capua,  Rhegium,  Venufia,  Beneventum,  Nu- 
eeria,  Ariminum,  and  Vibona. 

To  ratify  this  agreement,  the  daughter  of  Fulvia,  the  wife  of  An- 
tony, by  Clodius  her  former  hufband,  was  betrothed  to  Odlavius. 
He  was  faid  to  have  already  made  a  different  choice,  and  confequently 
to  have  had  no  intention  to  fulfil  this  part  of  the  treaty  "  j  but  the 

"   Appian.de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  +.  ,2  Dio.  Cafl'.  lib.  .\lvi.  c.  54,  55,  56. 
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paffions,  as  well  as  the  profeffions,  of  this  young  man,  were  already 
fufficiently  fubfervient  to  his  intereft  '\ 

While  the  army  was  amufed  by  the  publication  of  thefe  feveral 
articles,  the  circumftances   which  chiefly  diftinguifhed  this  famous 
coalition,  was  the  fecret  refolution,  then  taken,  to  extinguifh  at  once 
all  future  oppofition  to  the  Caefarian  party,  by  maffacring  all  their 
private  and   public  enemies.     They  drew  up  a  lift,  of  which  the 
numbers  are  varioufly  reported,  comprehending  all  thofe   who  had 
given  them  private  or  public  offence,  and  in  which  they  mutually 
facrificed  their  refpective  friends  to  each  other's  refentment.     Antony 
facrifked  his  uncle  Lucius  Csefar  to  the  refentment  of  Oclavius ;  who, 
in  his  turn,  facrificed  to  that  of  Antony,  Cicero,  with   Thoraniusr 
his  own  guardian,  and  his  father's  colleague  in  the  office  of  Conful  '*. 
Lepidus  gave  up  his  own  brother  L.  Paulus;   and  all  of  them  agreed 
to  join  with  thefe  private  enemies  every  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  attached 
to  the  republican  government,  amounting  in  all  to  three  hundred' 
Senators  and  two  thoufand  of  the  Equeftrian  order,  befides  many 
perfons  of  inferior  note,  whofe  names  they  deferred  entering  in  the 
lift  until  their  arrival  at  Rome.     They  meant,  as  foon  as  they  fhould 
be  in   poffeffion   of  the  capital,    to  publifh  the   whole  lift  for  the 
direction  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
mafiacre.      But  as  there  were  a  few  whofe  efcape  they  were  parti- 
cularly anxious  to  prevent,  they  agreed  that  the  murders  fhould  begin, 
without  any  warning,  by  the  death  of  twelve  or  feventeen.  of  their 
moft  confiderable  enemies,  and  among  thefe  by  the  death  of  Marcus 
Tullius  Cicero  ,s.     They  ratified   the  whole   by  mutual  oaths ;    and 
having  publifhed  all  the  articles,  except   that  which   related   to  the 
maffacre,  the  plan  of  reconciliation  between  the  leaders  was  received 
by  the-  armies  with  fhouts  of  applaufe,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  the. 

13  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvi.  c.  54,  55,  56.  ,+  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  27. 
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E  O  O  K    beginning   of  a  period   in   which   military  men  were   to  reft  from 

< — — j '    their  labours,  and  to  enjoy  undifturbed  the  moft  ample   reward  of 

their  fervices. 

This  celebrated  cabal,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Second  Trium- 
virate, having  thus  planned  the  divifion  or  joint  adminiftration  of  an 
empire  which  each  of  them  hoped  in  time  to  engrofs  for  himfelf, 
they  proceeded  to  Rome  with  an  afpedr.  which,  to  thole  who  cora- 
pofed  the  civil  eftablimment  of  the  commonwealth,  was  more  terrible 
than  that  of  any  faction  which  had  been  hitherto  formed  for  its 
dcftruction. 

In  former  times,  individuals  rofe  to  the  head  of  parties  or  fa&ions, 
and  brought  armies  to  their  ftandard  by  the  natural  afcendant  of  fu- 
perior  abilities  ;  and  either  difdained  the  advantages  of  ufurped  do-* 
minion,  or  knew  how  to  employ  their  powers  in  exertions  not  un- 
worthy of  human  reafon.  But  in  this  inftance,  perfons  obfcure,  or 
only  known  by  their  profligacy,  were  followed  by  armies  who  con- 
ceived the  defign  of  enflaving  their  country.  The  fpirit  of  adventure 
pervaded  the  meaner!  rank  of  the  legions,  and  every  foldier  grafped 
at  the  fruits  that  were  to  be  reaped  in  fubduing  the  commonwealth. 
If  no  perion  had  offered  to  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  they  them- 
felves  would  have  railed  up  a  leader  whom  they  might  follow  in 
feizing  the  fpoils  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Lepidus,  noted  for  his  want  of  capacity,  being  in  the  rank  of 
Prastor  when  Cedar  took  pofTsffion  of  Rome,  and  being  the  only 
Roman  officer  of  State  who  was  willing  to  proftitute  the  dignity  of 
his  ftation,  by  abetting  the  violence  which  was  now  done  to  thecon- 
ftitution,  was  entruflcd  with  power,  and  the  command  of  aft  army, 
merely  becaufe  he  brought  the  name  and  authority  of  a  magiflrate 
to  the  fide  of  the  ufurpation.  The  ufe  of  his  name  had  been  like- 
wife  convenient  to  Antony  in  the  late  junction  or  coalition  of  their 
armies  ;  and   was  now  neceffary  or  convenient   to   both   the  other 

parties 
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parties  in  this  famous  aflbciation,  as  he  held  a  kind  of  balance  between    CHAP. 

IV. 
them,  and  was  to  witnefs  traniactions  in  which  neither  was  willing    < « ' 

o 

to  truft  the  other. 

Antony,  poffeffed  of  parts  which  were  known  chiefly  by  the  pro- 
fligate ufe  which  he  made  of  them,  feeking  to  repair  by  rapine  a  pa- 
trimony which  he  had  wafted  in  debauch  ;  and  fometimes  ftrenuous 
when  preifed  by  necefiity,  yet  ever  relapfmg  in  every  moment  of 
eafe  or  relaxation  into  the  vileft  debauchery  or  diffipation. 

O&avius,  yet  a  boy,  only  known  by  adfs  of  perfidy  and  cunning 
above  his  years  ;  equally  indifferent  to  friendship  or  enmity,  appa- 
rently defective  in  perfonal  courage,  but  followed  by  the  remains  of 
Cxfar's  army,  as  having  a  common  caufe  with  themfelves  in  fecuring 
the  advantages  which  they  feverally  claimed  by  virtue  of  his  authority. 
He  was  now  about  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  had  been  already  two 
years  at  the  head  of  a  faction,  veering  in  his  profeffions  and  in  his  con- 
duct with  every  turn  of  fortune ;  at  one  time  reconciled  with  the  authors 
of  Qatar's  death,  and  courting  the  Senate,  by  affeQing  the  zeal  of 
a  citizen  for  the  prefervation  of  the  commonwealth  :  at  another  time, 
courting  the  remnant  of  his  late  uncle's  army,  by  affecting  concern 
for  their  interefts,  and  a  folicitude  for  the  fecurity  of  the  grants  they 
had  obtained  from  Carfar  :  at  variance  with  Antony  on  the  fcore  of 
perfonal  infults  and  incompatible  pretenfions,  even  charged  with  de- 
figns  on  his  life  ;  but  reconciled  to  him,  in  appearance,  from  coniider- 
ations  of  intereft  or  prefent  conveniency.  He  had  already,  in  the 
tranfactions  of  fo  fhort  a  life,  given  indications  of  all  the  vileft  qua- 
lities incident  to  human  nature,  perfidy,  cowardice,  and  cruelty  ; 
but  with  an  ability  or  cunning  which,  if  Suffered  to  continue  its 
operations,  was  likely  to  prevail  in  the  conteft  for  Superiority  with 
his  prefent  rivals  in  the  empire. 

Such  was  the   received  defcription  of  perfons  who  had  now  par- 
celled among  themfelves  the  government  of  the  world,  and   whofe 

vices 
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BOOK     vices  were  exaggerated  by  the  fears  of  thofe  who  were  likely  to  fufier 

« » >    by  the  effects  of  their  power.     Under  the  dominion  of  fuch  a  junto, 

if  any  one  were  left  to  regret  the  lofs  of  public  liberty,  or  to  feel 
the  ftate  of  degradation  into  which  citizens  were  fallen ;  if  any  one 
■could  look  forward  from  the  terrors  of  a  prefent  tyranny  to  the  pro- 
fpecf  of  future  evils  ;  to  them  furely  a  fcene  of  expectation  was 
>opening,  the  raoft  gloomy  that  ever  had  prefented  itfelf  to  mankind  ; 
perfons,  apparently  incapable  of  any  noble  or  generous  purpofe* 
coveting  power  as  a  licence  to  crimes,  fupported  by  bands  of  unprin- 
cipled villains,  were  now  ready  to  feize  and  to  diftribute,  in  lots 
-among  themfelves,  all  the  dignities  of  the  ftate,  and  all  the  patrimony 
of  its  members. 

In  human  affairs  however,  the  profpect,  whether  good  or  bad  in 
extreme,  is  f'eldom  verified  by  the  end  ;  and  human  nature,  when 
feemingly  driving  to  the  wildefl  excefs,  after  a  feries  of  events  and 
ftruggles,  fettles  at  laft  in  fome  fort  of  mediocrity,  beyond  which  it 
never  is  pufhed  but  by  occasional  Marts  and  fillies.  The  firft  entry1 
of  this  Triumvirate  on  the  fcene  of  their  government,  indeed,  was 
fuch  as  could  fcarcely  be  fupported  in  the  iequel  of  any  tyranny  or 
ufurpation  whatever. 

The  Triumvirs  being  on  their  way  to  Rome,  their  orders  for  the 
immediate  execution  of  feventeen  of  the  principal  Senators  had  been 
received  before  their  arrival,  and  feveral  were  accordingly  furprifed 
and  murdered  in  their  houfes,  or  in  the  ftreets.  The  firft  alarm  ap- 
pearing the  more  terrible,  as  the  occafion  of  thefe  murders  was  un- 
known, ftruck  all  orders  of  men  with  a  general  amazement  and 
terror.  The  ftreets  were  prefently  deferted,  and  hufhed  in  filence, 
except  where  armed  parties  fkulked  in  fearch  of  their  prey,  or  by 
the  cries  which  they  raifed,  gave  mutual  intimation  of  the  difco- 
veries  they  made.  Perfons  who  found  themfelves  purfued,  attempted 
to  fet  the  city  on  fire,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  own  efcape.  Pedius, 
i  the 
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the  Conful,  continued  all  night  in  the  ftrects,  endeavouring  to  pre- 
vent the  calamity  of  a  general  fire.  In  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  were  not  aimed  at  in  this  execution,  he  publiihed  the 
names  of  the  feventeen,  with  aflu ranees  that  the  executions  were  not 
to  proceed  any  farther  '*.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  the  defigh  was  no 
farther  communicated  to  this  magiflrate,  and  that  he  would  have  op- 
pofed  the  extremes  to  which  it  was  carried ;  hut,  on  the  following 
night,  he  died  of  the  fatigue  he  had  incurred  on  this  occafion,  and 
the  public  afiurances  he  had  given  were  attended  with  no  effect. 

The  Triumvirs  marched  feparately  towards  the  city,  and  made  their 
entry  on  three  feveral  days.  As  they  arrived  in  fucceffion,  they  oc- 
cupied every  quarter  with  guards  and  attendants,  and  filled  every 
public  place  with  armed  men,  and  with  military  ftandards  and  en- 
figns.  ^In  order  to  ratify  the  powers  they  had  devifed  for  themfelves, 
they  put  the  articles  of  their  agreement  into  the  hands  of  the  Tribune 
Publius  Titius,  with  inftru&ions,  that  they  fhould  be  propofed 
and  enacted  in  the  public  afTembly  of  the  Roman  People  ;  and  put 
in  the  form  of  a  legal  commiffion,  or  warrant,  for  the  government 
they  had  ufurped.  By  the  act  which  pafled  on  this  occafion,  the 
fupreme  power  or  fovereignty  of  the  republic,  during  five  years, 
without  any  referve  or  limitation,  was  conferred  on  Octavius,  An- 
tony, and  Lepidus  ;  and  a  folemn  thankfgiving  being  ordered  for  the 
events  already  palled,  which  led  to  this  termination,  the  citizens  in 
general,  under  the  deepeft  impreflions  of  terror  and  forrow,  were 
obliged  to  affume  appearances  of  iatisfaction  and  joy. 

As  the  firft  act  of  this  government,  two  lifts  or  profcriptions  were 
delivered  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  army,  and  ported  in  different 
parts  of  the  city ;  one  a  lift  of  Senators,  the  other  a  lift  of  peribns 
of  inferior  rank,  on  whom  the  troops  were  directed  to  perform  im- 

**  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib,  iv» 
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mediate  execution.  In  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  all  the  ftreets, 
temples,  and  private  houfes,  inftantly  became  fcenes  of  blood  ,s.  At 
the  fame  time,  there  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  Triumvirs  a  mani- 
fefto,  in  which,  having  ftated  the  ingratitude  of  many  whom  Casfar 
had  fpared,  of  many  whom  he  had  promoted  to  high  office,  and 
whom  he  had  even  deftined  to  inherit  his  fortunes,  and  who,  never- 
thelefs,  confpired  againft  his  life,  they  alleged  the  neceffity  they  were 
under  of  preventing  the  defigns  of  their  enemies,  and  of  extirpating 
a  dangerous  faction,  whom  no  benefits  could  bind,  and  whom  no 
confiderations,  facred  or  profane,  could  reftrain.  "  Under  the  in- 
"  fluence  of  this  faction,"  they  faid,  "  the  perpetrators  of  a  horrid 
"  murder,  inftead  of  being  called  to  an  account,  are  intrufted  with. 
"  the  command  of  provinces,  and  furniihed  with  refources  of  men 
"  and  money  to  fupport  them  againft  the  efforts  of  public  juftice, 
"  and  againft  the  indignation  of  the  Roman  People.  Some  of  thefe 
"  murderers,"  they  continued,  "  we  have  already  chaftifed  ;  others, 
"  being  at  the  head  of  powerful  armies,  threaten  to  fruftrate  the  ef- 
"  fects  of  our  juft  refentment.  Having  fuch  a  conflict  to  maintain 
"  in  the  provinces,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  leave  an  enemy  in  pofief- 
"  fion  of  the  city,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  unfavourable 
"  accident  that  may  befal  us  in  defence  of  the  commonwealth.  For 
"  this  reafon,  we  have  determined  to  cut  off  every  perfon  who  is 
"  likely  to  abet  their  defigns  at  Rome,  and  to  make  this  defperate 
"  faction  feel  the  effects  of  that  war  which  they  were  fo  ready  to 
«'  declare  againft  us  and  our  friends. 

"  We  mean  no  harm  to  the  innocent,  and  fhall  moleft  no  citizen 
"  in  order  to  feize  his  property.     "We  fhall  not  infift  on  deftroyino 
"  even  all  thofe  whom  we  know  to  be  our  enemies  ;  but  the  moft 
M  guilty,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  Roman  People,  as  well  as  ours,  to  have 

*s  Dio,  Caff.  lib.  46.    Appian.  lib.  iv< 
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w  removed,  that  the  republic  may  no  longer  be  torn  and  agitated  by    CHAP. 
"  the  quarrels  of  parties  who  cannot  be  reconciled. 

"  Some  atonement  is  li'kewlfe  due  to  the  army  infulted  by  the 
"  late  decrees,  in  which  they  were  declared  enemies  to  the  common- 
"  wealth. 

"  We  might,"  they  continued,  "  have  furprifed  and  taken  all  our 
"  enemies  without  any  warning,  or  explanation  of  our  conduct ;  but 
*'  we  chofe  to  make  an  open  declaration  of  our  purpofe,  that  the  in- 
"  nocent  may  not,  by  miilake,  be  involved  with  the  guilty,  nor  even 
"  be  unnecefiarily  alarmed."  They  concluded  this  fatal  proclama- 
tion, with  a  prohibition  to  conceal,  refcue,  or  protect  any  perfon 
whofe  name  was  profcribed  ;  and  they  declared,  that  whoever  acted 
in  oppofition  to  this  order,  fhould  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  number, 
and  involved  in  the  fame  ruin.  They  declared,  that  whoever  pro- 
duced the  head  of  a  perfon  profcribed,  if  a  free  man,  he  fhould  re- 
ceive twenty-five  thoufand  Attic  drachms  or  denarii,  and  if  a  Have, 
fhould  have  his  liberty,  with  ten  thoufand  of  the  fame  money  ;  and 
that  every  flave  killing  his  mafter,  in  execution  of  this  prfcription 
fhould  have  his  freedom,  and  be  put  on  the  rolls  of  the  People  in 
the  place  of  the  perfon  he  had  (lain. 

At  the  time  that  this  proclamation  and  the  preceding  lifts  were 
published,  armed  parties  had  already  feized  on  the  gates  of  the  city, 
and  were  prepared  to  intercept  all  who  attempted  to  efcape.  Others 
began  to  ranfack  the  houfes,  and  took  their  way  to  the  villas  and 
gardens  in  the  fuburbs,  where  it  was  likely  that  any  of  the  profcribed 
had  retired.  By  the  difpofition  they  made,  the  execution  began  in 
many  places  at  once,  and  thofe  who  knew  or  fufpefted  their  own 
dcftination,  like  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  taken  by  ftorm,  were  on 
every  fide  furrounded  by  enemies,  from  whom  they  were  to  receive 
no  quarter.  To  many,  it  is  obferved  by  hiftorians,  that  their  own 
neareft  relations  were  objects  of  terror,  no  lefs  than  the  mercenary 

Y  2  hands 
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hands  that  were  armed  againft  them.  The  hufband  and  the  father 
did  not  think  himfelf  fecure  in  his  concealment,  when  he  fuppofed  it 
to  be  known  to  his  wife  or  to  his  children.  The  flaves  and  freed- 
men  of  a  family,  were  become  its  mod  terrible  enemies.  The  debtor 
had  an  intereft  in  circumventing  his  creditor,  and  neighbours  in  the 
country  mutually  dreaded  each  other  as  informers  and  fpies.  The 
money  which  the  mafter  of  a  family  was  fuppofed  to  have  in  his 
houfe,  was  confidered  as  an  additional  reward  to  the  treachery  of 
his  domeftics.  The  firft  citizens  of  Rome  were  proftrate  at  the  feet 
of  their  own  Haves,  imploring  protection  and  mercy,  or  perifhed  in 
the  wells  or  common  fewers,.  where  they  attempted  to  conceal  them- 
felves. 

Perfons  having  any  private  grudge  or  fecret  malice,  took  this  op- 
portunity to  acgomplifh  their  ends.  Even  they  who  were  inclined  to 
protect  or  conceal  the  unhappy,  were  terrified  with  the  profpect  of 
being  involved  in  their  ruin.  Many,  who  themfelves,  contrary  to 
expectation,  were  not  in  the  lift  of  the  profcribed,  enjoyed  their  own 
fafety,  in  perfect  indifference  to  the  diftrefs  of  their  neighbours ;  or, 
that  they  might  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  their  zeal  for  the  prevail- 
ing caufe,  joined  the  executioners,  affifted  in  the  flaughter,  or  plun- 
dered the  houfes  of  the  flam. 

There  were  killed,  in  the  beginning  of  this  maffacre,  Salvius,  one 
of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  together  with  Minucius  and  Annalis, 
both  in  the  office  of  Prsetors.  Silicius  Coronas,  a  perfon  already 
mentioned,  who  being  one  of  the  Judges  at  the  citation  of  Marcus 
Brutus  and  Caius  Caflius  for  the  murder  of  Julius  Csefar,  had  ven-- 
tured,  in  the  prefence  of  Octavius,  to  hold  up  into  view  the  ballot 
by  which  he  acquitted  them,  and  who,  although  at  that  time  in  ap~ 
pearance  overlooked,  now  perifhed  among  the  profcribed. 

Many  tragic  particulars,  in  thefe  narrations,  feem  to  be  copied  from 
former  examples  of  what  happened  under  Marius  Cinna  and  Sylla,  of 

perfons 
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perfons  betrayed  by  their  fervants,  their  confidents,  and  neareft  rela- 
tions, and  with  a  treachery  and  cruelty,  which  feemed  to  increafe 
with  the  corruptions  of  the  age;  but  yet  not  without  inftances  of 
heroic  fidelity  and  generous  courage,  of  which  human  nature  itfelf 
ever  appears  to  be  capable,  even  in  the  moft  degenerate  times. 

The  flave  of  one  of  the  profcribed,  feeing  foldiers  come  towards 
the  place  where  his  mafter  lay  concealed,  took  the  difguife  of  his 
clothes,  and  prefented  himfelf  to  be  killed  in  his  ftea'd.  Another 
flave  agreed  to  perfonate  his  mafter,  and  being  carried  in  his  litter,  was 
killed,  while  the  mafter  himfelf,  acting  as  one  of  the  bearers  of  the 
litter,  efcaped.  Another  having  been  formerly  branded  by  his  mafter 
for  fome  offence,  was  eafily  fufpected  of  a  defire  to  feize  this  oppor- 
tunity of  being  revenged ;  bnt  he  chofe  the  oppofite  part.  While 
his  mafter  fled,  he  put  himfelf  in  the  way  to  flop  his  purfuers, 
produced  a  head,  which  he  had  fevered  from  a  dead  body  in  the 
ftreets,  and  palling  it  for  that  of  his  mafter,  procured  him  the  means 
of  efcape. 

The  fon  of  Hofidius  Geta,  faved  his  father  by  giving  out  that  he 
was  already  killed,  and  by  actually  performing  a  funeral  in  his  name.. 
The  fon  of  Quintus  Cicero,  though,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life, 
often  on  bad  terms  with  his  father  and  with  his  uncle,  and  often  un- 
dutiful  to  both,  ended  his  days  in  an  act  of  magnanimity  and  filial 
affection  ;  perfevering  in  the  concealment  of  his  father,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  the  torture  was  applied  to  force  a  difcovery,  until  the 
father,  who  was  within  hearing  of  what  was  in  agitation,  burft  from 
his  concealment,  and  was  flain,  together  with  his  fon  ,6. 

Quintus  Cicero,  who  perifhed  in  this  manner,  was  for  fome  time 
in  concealment  with  his  brother  Marcus,  having  been  in  the  country, 
or  having  efcaped  from  the  city  on  the  firft  alarm  of  thefe  murders. 

"  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  xlvii.  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iv. 
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BOOK  The  brothers  are  mentioned  as  being  at  Tufculum  together,  and  as  fet- 
ting  out  from  thence  for  Aftura,  another  of  Cicero's  villas  on  the  coaft, 
intending  to  embark  for  Greece;  but  as  Quintus  was  intirely  unprovided 
for  the  voyage,  and  his  brother  unable  to  fupply  him,  they  parted  on 
the  road  in  agonies  of  grief.  In  a  few  days  after  this  parting,  Quintus 
having  put  himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  his  own  fon,  received, 
though  in  vain,  that  ftriking  proof  of  his  filial  affection  and  fidelity, 
which  has  juft  been  mentioned. 

Marcus  Cicero  having  got  fafe  to  Aftura,  embarked,  and  with  a 
fair  wind  arrived  at  Circeii.     When  the  veflel  was  again  about  to  fet 
fail,  his  mind  wavered,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  matters  might  yet 
take  a  more  favourable  turn  ;  he  landed,  and  travelled  about  twelve 
miles  on  his  way  to  Rome  17  :   but  his  refolution  again  failed  him, 
and  he  once  more  returned  towards  the  fea.    Being  arrived  on  the 
coaft,  he  ftill  hefitated,  remained  on  more,  and  pafled  the  night  in 
agonies  of  forrow,  which  were  interrupted  only  by  momentary  ftarts 
of  indignation  and  rage.     Under  thefe  emotions,  he  fometimes  fo- 
laced  himfelf  with  a  profpect  of  returning  to  Rome  in  difguife,  of 
killing  himfelf  in  the  prefence  of  Odtavius,  and  of  ftaining  the  perfon 
of  that  young  traitor  with  the  blood  of  a  man,  whom  he  had  fo  un- 
gratefully and  fo  vilely  betrayed.     Even  this  appeared  to  his  frantic 
imagination  fome  degree  of  revenge ;  but  the  fear  of  being  difco- 
vered  before  he  could  execute  his  purpofe,  the  profpecl:  of  the  tor- 
tures and  indignities  he  was  likely  to  fuffer,  deterred  him  from  this 
defign  ;  and,  being  unable  to  take  any  refolution  whatever,  he  com- 
mitted himfelf  to  his  attendants,  was  carried  on  board  of  a  veflel, 
and  fleered  for  Capua  IS.     Near  to  this  place,  having  another  villa  on 
the  fhore,  he  was  again  landed,  and  being  fatigued  with  the  motion 
cf  the  fea,  went  to  reft  ;  but  his  fervants,  according  to  the  fuperfti- 

17  P!ut.  in  Cicerone.  *'  Ibid. 
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tion  of  the  times,  being  difturbed  with  prodigies  and  unfavourable 
prefages,  or  rather  being  fenfible  of  their  matter's  danger,  after  a 
little  repofe  awaked  him  from  his  fleep,  forced  him  into  his  litter,  and 
haftened  again  to  embark.  Soon  after  they  were  gone,  Popilius 
Lamas,  a  Tribune  of  the  legions,  and  Herennius,  a  Centurion,  with 
a  party  who  had  been  for  fome  days  in  fearch  of  this  prey,  arrived 
at  the  villa.  Popilius  had  received  particular  obligations  from  Ci- 
cero, having  been  defended  by  him  when  tried  upon  a  criminal  ac- 
cufation  ;  but  thefe  were  times,  in  which  bad  men  could  make  a  me- 
rit of  ingratitude  to  their  former  benefactors,  when  it  ferved  to  in- 
gratiate them  with  thofe  in  power.  This  officer,  with  his  party, 
finding  the  gates  of  the  court  and  the  paffages  of  the  villa  fhut,  burft 
them  open  ;  but  miffing  the  perfon  they  fought  for,  and  f  ufpe&ing 
that  he  mud  have  taken  his  flight  again  to  the  fea,  they  purfued 
through  an  avenue  that  led  to  the  more,  and  came  in  fight  of  Cicero's 
litter,  before  he  had  left  the  walks  of  his  own  garden. 

On  the  appearance  of  a  military  party,  Cicero  perceived  the  end 
of  his  labours,  ordered  the  bearers  of  his  litter  to  halt. ;  and  having 
been  hitherto,  while  there  were  any  hopes  of  efcape,  diftreffed  chiefly 
by  the  perplexity  and  indecifion  of  his  own  mind,  he  became,  as 
foon  as  his  fate  appeared  to  be  certain,  determined  and  -calm.  In 
this  fituation,  he  was  obferved  to  ftroke  his  chin  with  his  left  hand, 
a  gefture  for  which  he  was  remarked  in  his  moments  of  thoughtful- 
nefs,  and  when  leafl  difturbed.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  party,  he 
put  forth  his  head  from  the  litter,  and  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  Tri- 
bune with  great  compofure.  The  countenance  of  a  man  fo  well 
known  to  every  Roman,  now  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  dejection, 
and  disfigured  by  neglect  of  the  ufual  attention  to  his  perfon,  made 
a  moving  fpectacle  even  to  thofe  who  came  to  affifl  in  his  murder, 
They  turned  away,  while  the  afTafTm  performed  his  office,  and  fevered 
the  head  from  his  body. 

3  Thus 
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BOOK         Thus  perifhed  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  in  the  fixty-fourth  year  of 

\.  -„ >    his  age.     Although  his  character  may  be  known  from  the  part  which 

he  bore  in  feveral  tranfa&ions,  of  which  the  accounts  are  fcattered  in 
different  parts  of  this  hiftory,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  clofe  the  fcene  of 
Jiis  life,  without  fome  recollection  of  the  circumftances  which  were 
peculiar  to  fo  diftinguifhed  a  perfonage.  He  appears  to  have  been 
the  laft  of  the  Romans,  who  rofe  to  the  higheft  offices  of  ftate  by  the 
force  of  his  perfonal  character,  and  by  the  fair  arts  of  a  republican 
candidate  for  public  honours.  None  of  his  anceftors  having  enjoyed 
any  confiderable  preferments,  he  was  upon  this  account  coniidered  as 
a  new  man,  and  with  reluctance  admitted  by  the  nobility  to  a  parti- 
cipation of  honours.  It  was  however  impoffible  to  prevent  his  ad- 
vancement, fo  long  as  preferments  were  diftributed  according  to  the 
civil  and  political  forms  of  the  republic,  which  gave  fo  large  a  fcope 
to  the  induftry,  abilities,  and  genius  of  fuch  men.  Under  thcie  forms, 
all  the  virtues  of  a  citizen  were  allowed  to  have  fome  effect,  and 
all  the  variety  of  ufeful  qualifications  were  fuppofed  to  be  united  in 
forming  a  title  to  the  confidence  oi  the  public ;  the  qualifications  of 
a  warrior  were  united  with  thole  of  a  ftatefman,  and  even  the  ta- 
lents of  a  lawyer  and  barrifter,  with  thofe  of  a  Senator  and  Coun- 
fellor  of  State.  The  law  required  "9,  that  the  fame  perfon  mould  be 
a  warrior  and  ftatefman,  and  it  was  at  leaft  expedient  or  cuftomary, 
that  he  fhould  be  alfo  a  barrifter,  in  order  to  fecure  the  public  fa- 
vour, and  to  fupport  his  confideration  with  the  People. 

Cieero  was  by  no  means  the  lirft  perfon  at  Rome,  who  with  pecu- 
liar attention  cultivated  the  talents  of  a  pleader,  and  applied  himfelf 
with  ardour  to  literary  ftudies.  He  is  neverthelefs  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged, by  his  proficiency  in  thefe  ftudies,  to  have  greatly  ex- 
celled all  thofe  who  went  before  him,  fo  much,  as  to  have  attained 

*»  Ten  or  fifteen  years  military  fervice  was  required,  as  a  qualification  for  the  higher  of- 
foes  of  ftate.  Vid.  Polyb.  ubi  fupra. 
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the  higheft  preferments  in  the  commonwealth,  without  having  quitted 
the  gown,  and  to  have  made  his  hrft  campaign  in  the  capacity  of 
Roman  Proconful,  and  above  ten  years  after  he  had  already  ercerciied 
the  fupreme  executive  power  in  the  ftate. 

To  the  novelty  of  this  circumftance,  as  well  as  to  the  novelty  of 
his  family-name  in  the  lift  of  officers  of  ftate,  was  owing  fome  part 
of  that  obloquy  which  his  enemies  employed  againft  him;  and  it 
may  be  admitted,  that  for  a  Roman  he  was  too  much  a  mere  man  of 
the  robe,  and  that  he  pombly  may  have  been  lefs  a  ftatefman  and  a 
warrior,  for  having  been  fo  much  a  man  of  letters,  and  fo  accom- 
plifhed  a  pleader. 

Cicero,  whether  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  governed  by  ori- 
ginal vanity,  or  by  a  habit  of  coniidering  the  world  as  a  theatre  for 
the  difplay  of  his  talents,  and  the  acquifition  of  fame,  more  than  as 
a  fcene  of  real  affairs,  in  which  objects  of  ferious  confequence  to 
mankind  were  to  be  treated,  was  certainly  too  fond  of  applaufe, 
courted  it  as  a  principal  object  even  in  the  faireft  transactions  of  his 
life,  and  was  too  much  dependant  on  the  opinion  of  other  men  to 
poffefs  himfelf  fufficiently  amidft  the  difficulties  which  occur  in  the  very 
arduous  fituation  which  fell  to  his  lot.   Though  difpofed,  in  the  midft  of 
a  very  corrupt  age,  to  merit  commendation  by  honeft  means,  and  by 
the  fupport  of  good  government,  he  could  not  endure  reproach  or 
cenfure,  even  from  thofe  whofe  difipprobation  was  a  prefumption 
of  innocence  and  of  merit ;    and   he  felt  the  unpopularity  of  his 
a&ions,  even  where  he  thought  his  conduct  the  moft  meritorious, 
with  a  degree  of  mortification  which  greatly  dinracted  his  mind,  and 
(hook  his  refolution.     Being,  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  by  the  al- 
moft  total  extirpation  of  the  more  refpe&able  citizens  and  members 
of  the  Senate  who  had  laboured  with  him  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
commonwealth,  left  in  a  fituation  which  required  the  abilities  of  a 
great  warrior,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  ableft  ftatefman,  and  in  which, 
Vol.  III.  Z  even 
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B  O  O  K    even  fuch  abilities  could  not  have  flemmed  the  torrent  which  burfl 

V  * 

« 1, '    forth  to  overwhelm  the  republic,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  he  failed  in 

the  attempt. 

Antony,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  gave  orders  for  the  death  of  Ci- 
cero, gave  directions  that  not  only  his  head,  but  his  right  hand  like- 
wife,  with  which  he  had  written  fo  many  fevere  invectives  againft 
himfelf,  mould  be  cut  off",  and  brought  to  him  as  an  evidence  of 
the  execution. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  murders,  the  heads  of  the  flain  were  ufually 
prefented  to  the  Triumvirs,  and  by  their  orders  fet  up  in  confpicuous 
places,  while  the  bodies  were  caft  into  the  river,  or  fuffered  to  be 
expofed  in  the  flreets.  Antony  having  more  refentments  to  gratify 
than  either  of  his  colleagues,  had  the  heads  of  his  enemies  brought 
to  him  in  great  numbers,  even  as  he  lay  on  his  couch  at  his  meals. 
That  of  Cicero  was  received  by  him  with  the  joy  of  victory ;  he 
gazed  upon  it  with  fingular  plealure,  and  ordered  it,  together  with 
the  hand,,  to  be  expofed  on  the  roftrum  from  which  this  refpectable 
citizen  had  fo  often  declaimed,  and  where  thefe  mangled  parts  of 
his  body  were  now  expofed  to  the  view  of  a  multitude,  that  ufed  to 
crowd  to  his  audience  ".  Fulvia  too  had  her  enemies  on  this  occa- 
iion,  and  received  the  bloody  tokens  of  their  execution  with  a  favage 
avidity  and  pleafure,  which,  to  thofe  who  judge  of  propriety  from 
modern  cuftoms,  or  who  form  their  opinions  of  the  fex  from  the 
manners  of  modern  times,  will  fcarcely  appear  to  be  credible.  When 
the  head  of  Cicero,  in  particular,  was  brought  to  her  toilet,  with  a 
peculiar  and  fpiteful  alluiion  to  the  eloquence,  by  which  fhe  herfelf, 
as  well  as  her  prefent  and  former  hufbands,  had  been  galled,  fhe  is 
faid'to  have  forced  open  the  jaw,  and  to  have  pricked  and  tore  the 
tongue  with  the  point  of  a  bodkin,  which  fhe  took  from  her  hair, 

1B  Plut.  in  Cicerone.  »  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iv. 
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In  this  horrid  fcene  of  revenge  and  cruelty,  rapacity  too  had  its  CHAP, 
fhare,  many  perfons  were  profcrihed,  merely  that  their  eftates  might  l  -.-  -f 
be  brought  into  the  coffers  of  the  Triumvirs  ;  and  many  perfons  were 
threatened,  to  induce  them  to  ranfom  "  their  lives  with  money. 
The  lift  received  frequent  additions,  and  underwent  many  alterations, 
fome  names  being  fcratched  out,  and  others  inferted,  a  circumftance, 
by  which  perfons  of  any  confiderable  property,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
were  obnoxious  to  any  of  the  perfons  in  power,  were  kept  in  the  moft 
anxious  ftate  of  fufpence  and  uncertainty.  Many  who  were  fpared  by 
the  public  ufurpers  of  government,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  refentment  of 
their  private  enemies,  or  to  the  avarice  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  poflefs 
themfelves  of  their  property  *3 ;  and  the  names  of  many  perfons  who 
had  been  thus  flain,  without  any  public  authority,  were  afterwards 
inferted  in  the  lift  of  the  profcribed,  in  order  to  juftify  the  murder. 

The  troops  were  fenfible  of  their  own  importance  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  their  pretenfions.     They  folicited  grants 
of  the  houfes  of  perfons  reputed  to  be  of  the  oppofite  party ;  or,  being 
the  only  buyers  at  the  frequent  fales  which  were  made  of  forfeited 
eftates,  obtained  the  poffeffion  of  them  by  a  kind  of  fictitious  pur- 
chafe.     Not  fatisfied  with  the  price  which  was  paid  them  for  the 
blood  of  the   profcribed,   or  with  the  extravagant  gratuities  which 
they  frequently  received,  they  were,  under  various  pretences,  haften- 
ing    to   feize   every   fubjecT:  that  tempted  their  avarice.     They  in- 
truded themfelves  into  every  family,  and  laid  claim  to  every  inherit- 
ance ;  they  plundered  at  difcretion  the  houfes  of  the  rich,  or  mur- 
dered  indifcriminately  thofe  who  offended  them,  or  who  ftood   in 
their  way  to  the  poffeffion  of  wealth  ;  they  encouraged,  by  their  ex- 
ample, fugitive  flaves,  and  diforderly  perfons  of  every  defcription, 

•*  Dio.  Caff.   lib.  xlvii.  *>  Ibid.   c.  12.  Apphn.  dc  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  lv. 

Z  2  who, 
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who,  forming  themfelves  into  bands  in  the  difguife  of  foldiers,  en- 
gaged in  the  fame  practices,  and  perpetrated  the  fame  crimes. 

The  Triumvirs,  whofe  principal  object  it  was  to  fecure  the  go- 
vernment, though  noways  interested  in  thefe  extreme  diforders, 
which  far  exceeded  what  they  originally  projected,  not  daring  to  re- 
ftrain  the  military  violence,  left  it  fhould  recoil  on  themfelves,  left 
for  fome  time  the  lives,  as  well  as  the  properties  of  the  People,  en- 
tirely at  the  mercy  of  the  troops ;  and  citizens,  who  were  reputed  to 
have  any  effects  in  referve,  were  fain  to  adopt  fome  foldier  as  a  fon, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  protection. 

Such  are  the  particulars  which  are  recorded  of  this  famous  tranfac- 
tion,  which,  however  monftrous  in  thofe  who  gave  rife  to  it,  far  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  of  their  original  defign.  When  the  evil  had  in 
fome  meafure  fpent  its  force,  its  authors  were  willing  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public,  or  to  efface  the  melancholy  impreffions  which 
remained.  For  this  purpofe,  Lepidus  and  Plancus  being  about  to  enter 
on  the  office  of  Conful  for  the  following  year,  on  fome  flight  pre- 
tence of  a  victory  gained  by  the  army  in  Gaul,  entered  the  city  in  pre- 
ceflion  ;  but  fufpecting  that  the  People  were  more  inclinable  to  de- 
jection than  triumph,  they  directed  the  public,  by  a  proclamation,  to 
give  on  that  day  the  demonftrations  of  joy  which  generally  made  part 
in  the  reception  that  was  given  to  victorious  generals  **. 

The  foldiers  indeed  were  not  wanting,  as  ufual,  in  the  petulant 
farcafms  and  familiar  abufe,  in  which  they  availed  themfelves  cf 
their  prefent  confequence  :  they  fung,  in  their  proceffion,  fcurrilous 
ballads,  alluding  to  examples  of  parricide  as  well  as  murder  com- 
mitted by  their  chiefs  in  the  late  profcription  ;  by  Lepidus  and 
Plancus,  that  of  their  own  brothers ;  by  Antony  and  Octavius,  that 

14  Appian.  ut  fupra. 

Of 
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of  their  neareft  relations  and  friends  15.     But  at  the  difpofal  of  fuch    c  ^yA  p* 

mailers   as  thefe,  every   citizen  who  was  likely  to  frown   on  their    ' « — — ' 

crimes,  every  perfon  whofe  countenance  gave  figns  of  dejection  or 
forrow,  every  poflcflbr  of  land,  and  every  father  of  a  family,  had 
reafon  to  tremble  for  then-  perlbns,  their  poffeffions,  and  the  fafety 
of  their  children. 

Such  was  the  afpect  of  affairs  in  Italy ;  but  there  were  ftill  fome 
rays  of  hope,  which  (hone  from  a  diftance.  Not  only  Brutus  and 
Caffius,  in  their  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Syria ;  but  Cornificius 
in  Africa,  and  Sextus  Pompeius  in  Sicily,  ftill  held  up  the  ftandard 
of  the  republic,  and  offered  places  of  refuge  to  its  friends.  Sextusi 
Pompeius  {rationed  fhips  on  the  coaft  to  receive  them,  and  published 
rewards  for  the  refcue  or  protection  of  his  father's  party,  and  of  thofe 
unfortunate  remains  of  the  commonwealth  ".  Paulus,  the  brother 
of  Lepidus,  though  abandoned  to  deftruclion,  was  fuffered  to  efcape 
by  the  foldiers  of  the  army,  from  a  refpedt  to  himfelf  or  to  their  ge- 
neral. Lucius  Cnefar  was  protected  by  his  fifter,  the  mother  of  An- 
tony. Meffala  efcaped  to  Brutus.  Many  others,  whofe  names  only 
are  known,  took  refuge  with  one  or  other  of  the  leaders,  who  were 
in  condition  to  contend  for  the  republic,  or  for  the  fovereignty  of  the 
empire. 

Lepidus  and  Plancus  being  entered  on  the  office  of  Conful,  had  in  U.  C.  711. 

.  .  .  L.  M.  Plan- 

charge  from  the  Triumvirs,  as  the  firft  object  of  their  magiftracy,  cus,  M.  M» 
the  raifing  of  money  to  fupply  the  further  exigencies  of  the  war. 
Great  fums  had  been  expected  to  arife  from  the  fale  of  the  eftates  of 
the  profcribed  ;  but  the  purchafe  of  fuch  eftates  was  juftly  reckoned 
invidious  among  a  certain  clafs  of  the  People,  who  declined  being 
partakers  in  the  fpoils  of  innocent  and  refpectable  citizens ;  and  it  was 


15  De  Germanis  non  de  Gallis  triumphant  Confules. 

16  Appian.  ut  fupra.     Dio,  CaiT.  lib.  xlvii.  c.  12, 
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B  °v°  K  dangerous  for  an  ordinary  citizen  to  appear  to  be  rich,  or  in 
condition  to  buy:  infomuch,  that  they  who  murdered  the  owner, 
were  almoft  the  only  buyers  of  eftates  that  were  expofed  to  public 
fale  ;  and  the  money  which  arofe  from  thefe  fales,  fell  greatly  fhort 
of  the  expectations  which  had  been  entertained  from  them. 

It  was  computed,  that  two  hundred  millions,  Roman  money,  were 
yet  wanting  to  fupply  the  expence  of  the  war  *7.  In  order  to  make 
up  this  deficiency,  the  male  fex  chiefly  having  hitherto  fuffered  by 
the  public  exactions,  a  contribution  was  levied  from  fuch  women  re- 
lated to  the  oppofite  party  as  were  fuppofed  to  be  rich.  At  the  fame 
time  perfons  of  every  defcription,  whofe  eftates  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  18  Roman  money,  were  commanded  to  give  an  account 
of  their  effects,  that  they  might  pay  a  tax  equal  to  a  fiftieth  of  their 
flock,  and  one  year's  income  of  their  ordinary  revenue  *'. 

To  enforce  thefe  exactions,  hitherto  unufual  in  Italy,  much  vio- 
lence was  neceffary.  The  rents  of  houfes  in  the  city,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  lands  in  the  country  were  fequeftrated,  leaving  only  one 
half  for  the  fubliftence  of  the  owners.  In  this  manner,  great  fums 
of  money  were  levied  from  the  peaceable  part  of  the  commonwealth; 
but  as  the  Triumvirs  had  incurred  a  very  heavy  debt  in  their  mili- 
tary operations,  and  in  bounties  to  fecure  the  troops  in  their  intereft, 
and  had  in  profpect  an  arduous  and  expenfive  war  againft  Brutus 
and  Cafiius,  armed  with  the  forces,  and  fupported  by  the  treafures 
of  the  Eaft,  the  firft  fums  which  came  in  were  far  from  being  fuf- 
ficient  for  their  purpofe.  Additional  exactions  were  made,  under  the 
denomination  of  fines  or  forfeitures,  from  thofe  who  were  alleged 
to  have  given  in  a  falfe  ftate  of  their  effects. 

In  imitation  of  the  late  fanguinary  profcriptions,  the  Confuls  pub- 
IHhed  lifts  of  all  who  had  incurred  this  penalty,  and  ordered  their  ef- 

37  Appian.  ut  fupra,  a!  About  eight  thoufand  pounds.         ,9  Appian.  ut  fupra. 
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fects  accordingly  to  be  feized.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  were  c  }I  A  R> 
obliged  to  find  fubfiftence  for  the  troops  that  were  quartered  on  them,  v_— v—_; 
and  the  country  was  pillaged,  under  pretence  of  a  fearch  that  was 
made  for  the  effects  of  rebels.  The  pay  of  the  foldiers  accumulating 
in  the  hands  of  their  leaders,  was  confidered,  together  with  the  ad- 
vantages which  they  expected  at  the  end  of  the  war,  as  a  pledge  of 
their  attachment  and  perfeverance  in  the  caufe  30. 

Although  few  men  were  now  left  in  Italy,  who  could  forget  their  own 
fears  fofar  as  to  think  of  the  commonwealth,  or  who  could  be  fufpected 
of  any  defign  to  reftore  the  ancient  government,  yet  this  was  made 
the  ordinary  ground  of  iufpicion  againft  thofe,  whom  the  Triumvirs 
wilbed  to  opprefs;  and  the  defire  to  remove  it,  led  all  orders  of  me  it 
to  affect  a  veneration  for  the  memory  of  Cxfar,  and  to  vie  in  their 
zeal  to  avenge  his  death.  The  anniverfary  of  this  event  was  made 
a  day  of  mourning.  A  fhrine  was  erected  on  the  place  of  his  fu- 
neral, and  was  declared  to  be  a  public  lancluary,  and  place  of  re- 
fuge even  to  criminals.  The  divine  or  monarchical  honours  which 
were  thus  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  preferved  in  the  minds 
of  the  People  that  difpofition  to  endure  a  mafter  which  was  thought 
favourable  to  the  living  ufurpers,  and  which  the  divifion  of  power 
between  them  might  have  otherwise  diminifhed  ". 

Agreeably  to  the  model  of  Julius  Csefar's  arrangements,  prepara- 
tory to  his  intended  expedition  into  Aha,  the  Triumvirs,  before  the 
departure  of  Octavius  and  Antony  on  the  fervice  to  which  they  were 
deftined,  fixed  the  fucceffion  to  all  the  offices  of  (late  for  lome  years. 
They  had  under  their  command  an  army  of  forty  legions,  which 
they  now  feparated  into  two  divifions  3\  The  one,  under  the  direction 
of  Antony,  was  alfembled  on  the  eaftern  ccaft  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
cover  Italy  on  that  fide,  or  to  pafs  into  Macedonia,  and  to  carry  the: 

30  Dio.  CalT.  lib.  xlvii.    c.  14,   15.  3I  Appian.  ut^fupra. 

51  Ibid.  lib.  xliv.  C.  18  &  19. 

war. 
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8  O  O  K     war  againft  Brutus  and  Caffius  into  that  province.     The  other  was 
^ — v — _;    ile 'lined  to  remain  in  Italy,  in  order  to  fecure  the  head  of  the  em- 
pire, and  oppoie  any  attempts  of  the  oppofite  party  by  fea  from  Si- 
cily or  Africa,  which  wrere  ftill  in  their  pofTeiTion. 

Sextus  Pompeius,  the  laft  of  the  family  of  the  great  Pompey,  in 
consequence  of  the  refolutions  paffed  in  his  favour  foon  after  Gefar's 
death,  had  let  out  from  Spain  as  admiral  of  the  Pvcman  navy,  and 
fixing  his  ftation  in  Sicily,  had  a  numerous  fleet,  and  muftered  con- 
iidcrable  land  forces  33.  With  thefe,  in  the  war  which  immediatelv 
followed,  he  wifhed  to  co-operate  with  the  combined  armies  of 
the  two  Confuls,  Plirtius  and  Parifa ;  but  was  prevented  by  a 
doubt  wrhich  arofe,  whether  the  veterans  of  Ca?far,  who  compofed 
great  part  of  that  army,  would  act  in  concert  with  a  fon  of  Pom- 
pey 54  ?  Upon  the  coalition  of  Octavius  with  Lepidus  and  Antony, 
he  again  became  an  exile,  but  continued  in  pofTeflion  of  Sicily,  a 
province,  which,  by  the  prefent  divilion  of  the  empire,  wras  com- 
prehended in  the  lot   O&avius. 

Cornificius,  by  commiffion  from  the  Roman  Senate,  flill  held  the 
province  of  Africa,  and  refufed  to  furrender  it  to  Sextus,  an  officer 
who  had  been  fent  by  Odavius,  in  confequence  of  the  fame  diftri- 
bution,  to  take  poffeffion  of  it  in  his  name.  The  difpute  being  likely 
to  end  in  a  war,  the  oppofite  parties  applied  to  the  neighbouring 
princes  for  aid  ;  but  the  lieutenant  of  Octavius  having  his  commif- 
fion from  the  fupreme  authority  then  eftablifhed  at  Rome,  or  being 
known  to  reprefent  the  triumphant  party,  was  acknowledged  by  moll 
of  the  African  powers  in  alliance  with  the  Romans.  Being  joined 
by  their  forces,  he  came  to  an  action  with  his  antagonift  near  Utica, 
and  obtained  a  victory,  in  which  Cornificius  was  killed,  Ladius  and 
Rofcius,   two    officers    of  rank  in  the    vanquiihed   army,    perifhed 

33  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  17.  3*  Cicer.  Philip,  xiji. 

by 
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their  own  hands35.     As  many  as  could  find  flapping,  cicaped  to    c  ]'   x  r 
Pompey  in  the  ifland  of  Sicily.  *■- — v— — 

Soon  after  this  event,  Odlavius,  being  defirous  to  diflodge  the  re- 
mains of  the  republican  party  from  an  ifland  of  fo  much  confequencc, 
fent  Salvidienus  with  a  fleet  towards  the  ftraits  of  Meffina,  while  he 
himfelf  marched  by  land  to  Rhegium.  A  fea  fight  foon  after  enfued, 
from  which  the  fleets  retired  with  equal  lofs.  Salvidienus  put  into 
the  harbour  of  Balanus  to  refit;  and  Octavius,  being  arrived  at  Rhe- 
gium, was  meditating  a  defcent  upon  Sicily,  when  he  received  preff- 
ing  inftances  from  Antony  to  join  him  at  Brundilium,  that  they 
might  endeavour  to  repel  the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  from  the 
halt,  and  which  feemed  to  threaten  their  eftabliihments  in  Italy 
with  the  greateft  hazard  3S. 

Marcus  Brutus,  after  fortune  feemed  to  have  declared  for  the  re- 
publican party  at  Mutina,  thinking  himfelf  at  liberty  to  attend  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft,  and  to  fupport  Caffius  in  his  ftruggle  for  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Syria,  had  paffed  with  his  army  into  Afia,  in  order  to  cut 
off  all  fupplies  from  Dolabella,  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  refources, 
for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  army,  which  were  ftill  to  be  found 
•  in  that  opulent  province.  While  he  was  employed  in  the  execution 
of  this  defign,  the  important  events  already  mentioned  took  place 
in  that  quarter.  Caffius  had  prevailed  in  Syria,  got  intire  poffeffion 
of  the  province,  was  acknowledged  as  general  by  all  the  armies 
which  had  been  aflembled  by  either  party  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  Cilicia  ;  and  he  was  meditating  an  expedition  into  Egypt,  to 
punilh  Cleopatra  for  the  part  fhe  had  taken  againft  him  in  his  conteft 
with  Dolabella,  and  to  raife  a  contribution  in  her  country  for  the  far- 
ther fupport  of  the  war, 

35  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  iv.  p.  622,  Sec.     Dio.  Cafl".  lib.  xlviii.  c.  21. 

36  Appian.  ut  fupra. 

Vol.  III.  A  a      m  The 
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The  vi&ory  obtained  at  Mutina,  though  by  an  army  which  till 
then  was  reputed  on  the  fide  ,of  the  commonwealth,  made  a  great 
change  to  its  prejudice,  giving  an  opportunity  to  its  enemies  to  de- 
clare themfelves,  and  to  unite  their  forces :  infomuch,  that  by  the 
coalition  of  Oclavius  and  Lepidus  with  Antony,  all  the  remaining 
armies  of  the  Weft  were  joined,  not  only  to  fubdue  the  capital,  but 
to  carry  the  war  into  Macedonia  and  Afia,  the  laft  retreat  of  the  re- 
publican intereft. 

Brutus  being  informed  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  of  the  late 
profcriptions,  fent  a  meflage  to  Caffius,  with  preffing  inftances  to  di- 
vert him  from  his  project  againft  Egypt,  and  to  turn' his  forces  to 
the  refcue  of  the  commonwealth  from  the  hands  of  tyrants,  and  to 
avenge  the  innocent  blood  which  had  been  fo  copioufly  fhed  in 
Italy. 

Upon  thefe  reprefentations,  Caffius,  having  left  a  legion  to  fecure 
the  poffeffion  of  Syria,  marched  to  the  weftward,  and  in  his  way 
raifed  large  contributions  for  the  fupport  of  the  war.  Among  the 
other  meafures  which  he  took  for  this  purpofe,  he  furprized  Ariobar- 
zanes  in  his  palace,  and  obliged  him  to  deliver  up  the  money  then 
in  his  treafury.  He  pillaged  the  city  of  Tarfus  ;  and,  upon  account 
of  the  fupport  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  had  given  to  Do- 
labella,  fubjedted  them  for  the  future  to  a  heavy  tribute  "• 

About  the  middle  of  winter,  Brutus  and  Caffius,"  with  their  ar- 
mies, joined  at  Smyrna.  Thefe  reftorers  of  the  republic  had  parted 
fome  months  before  at  Pireus,  one  bound  for  Syria,  the  other  for 
Macedonia ;  but  more  like  exiles  than  Roman  officers  of  ftate,  with- 
out any  men,  fhipping,  or  money,  and  under  great  uncertainty  of 
their  fucuefs,  in  obtaining  poffeffion  of  the  provinces  on  which  they 

37  Appian.  ut  fsipr?., 

ted 
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had  their  feveral  pretentions.  Their  affairs  now  bore  a  different 
afpecl  ;  they  had  a  numerous  fleet,  and  a  mighty  land  force,  large 
funis  of  money  already  amafled,  with  the  refources  of  a  territory  the 
moft  wealthy  of  any  part  in  the  Roman  empire  38.  Brutus  propofed 
that  they  fhould,  without  delay,  tranfport  their  forces  into  Europe, 
and  prevent  the  Triumvirs  from  getting  any  footing  in  Macedonia 
or  Greece  ;  but  Gaffius  contended,  that  they  had  yet  enemies  or  al- 
lies of  doubtful  fidelity  in  Aha,  and  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
leave  any  fuch  behind  them,  or  to  forego  the  treafure  which  they 
might  yet  command  in  that  country,  and  which  would  enable  them 
to  reward  and  to  encourage  their  armies. 

Brutus  determined  by  thefe  conliderations,  accordingly  marched 
into  Lycia,  while  Caflius  proceeded  to  execute  a  projed  he  had 
formed  for  the  reduction  of  Rhodes.  His  fleet  being  on  their  way 
to  turn  the  Capes  of  Aha,  in  order  to  fupport  him  in  this  defign,  the 
Rhodians,  trufting  to  their  fuperior  fkill  and  reputation  as  mariners, 
auembled  all  the  fhips  they  could  mufter,  and,  near  to  the  harbour  of 
Lindus,  ventured  to  engage  thofe  of  Caflius ;  but  being  inferior  in 
number  and  weight  of  fhips,  they  were  defeated  with  confiderabie 
lofs.  Caflius  beheld  the  engagement  from  a  high  land  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  as  foon  as  the  fhips  could  be  again  refitted  ",  ordered  the 
fleet  "to  Loryma,  a  fortified  harbour  in  the  continent,  over  againft 
the  ifland  of  Rhodes  ;  from  thence  he  embarked  his  army.  He  him- 
felf,  with  eighty  galleys,  efcorted  the  tranfports  in  their  paflage, 
landed  on  the  ifland,  and  befieged  the  capital  both  by  fea  and  by 
land. 

The  Rhodians  having  trufted  intirely  to  the  defence  of  their  fhip- 
ping,  were  unprovided  of  all  things  neceflary  to  withftand  a  fiege. 
Caflius  by  furprife,    or  by  the  treachery   of  a  party   within  the 

31  Plut,  in  Bruto,  39  Appian.  ut  fupra. 
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walls,  foon  became  mafter  of  the  place,  laid  it  under  a  fevere  contri- 
bution ;  and  having  left  an  officer  of  the  name  of  Varus  to  command 
in  the  ifiand,  he  returned  to  the  continent  with  a  great  acceffion  of 
reputation  and  wealth. 

Brutus  at  the  fame  time  had  forced  the  paffes  of  the  mountains 
leading  into  Lycia,  and  advancing  to  Xanthus,  fummoned  the  town 
to  furrender.  This  place  had  acquired  much  fame  by  the  obftinate 
refiftance  of  its  inhabitants,  or  by  the  defperation  they  had  fhewn, 
when  forced,  on  former  occafions,  by  Harpalus,  the  general  of  Cyrus, 
and  by  Alexander,  in  his  way  to  the  conqueft  of  Perfia 40.  Upon 
the  approach  of  Brutus,  they  razed  their  fuburbs,  and  removed  every 
building  which  might  cover  the  advances  of  an  enemy.  The  walls  were 
furrounded  by  a  ditch  fifty  feet  deep  ;  and  this  being  the  firft  im- 
pediment which  Brutus  had  to  encounter,  he  began  the  attack  with 
a  continual  labour  to  fill  it  up,  and  to  effect  a  paffage  for  his  engines 
to  the  foot  of  the  rampart.  Having  accompliihed  this  object,  he 
proceeded  to  cover  his  workmen  with  galleries,  and  to  erect  the  en- 
gines ufually  employed  in  making  a  breach.  He  was  oppoled  by  the 
befieged  in  repeated  fallies,  in  the  laft  of  which,  his  works  were  fet 
on  fire,  and  reduced  to  afhes. 

In  the  mean  time,  two  thoufand  men  of  the  Roman  army  purfuing 
the  party  who  had  made  this  fally,  entered  the  city  along  with  them, 
and  not  being  properly  fupported,  fuffered  the  gates  to  be  fhut,  and 
themfelves  to  be  cut  off  from  all  relief.  Being  inftantly  furrounded 
by  the  inhabitants,  numbers  of  them  were  killed,  and  the  re- 
mainder forced  into  a  temple,  where  they  endeavoured  to  defend 
themfelves. 

'    This  circumftance  produced  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  on  the  part 
©f  the  beiiegers,  .to  force  the  walls,  that  they  might  refcue  their 

40  Appian.  ut  fupra,  lib.  iv. 
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friends,  or  make  a  diverfiori  in  their  favour.     They  applied  foaling-    CHAP. 

ladders  to  the  battlements,  and  forcing  engines  to  the  gates;   and    > ir— * 

having  at  laft  made  their  way  into  the  town,  that  they  might  at 
once  terrify  the  inhabitants,  and  give  notice  of  approaching  relief  to 
their  own  party,  they  railed  a  mighty  fhout  as  they  entered  the 
ftreets,  and  continued  to  urge  their  fury,  in  every  direction,  with  fire 
and  fword.  The  inhabitants,  unable  to  refift  this  ftorm,  retired  to 
their  houfes,  and  there,  determined  to  maintain  their  ancient  fame, 
chofe  rather  to  perilh  by  their  own  hands,  than  fubmit  to  the  enemv. 
The  father  of  every  family,  beginning  with  the  Daughter  of  his  wife 
and  his  children,  proceeded  to  kill  himfelf. 

While  the  people  of  Xanthus  were  employed  in  the  execution  of 
this  purpofe,  Brutus  hearing  the  cries  of  defperation  and  of  murder, 
fuppofed  that  his  troops  had  refufed  to  give  quarter,  and  were  killing 
the  wretched  inhabitants  of  the  place,  without  diftinction  of  lex  or 
age.  In  order  to  put  the  fpeedieft  ftop  to  fo  horrid  a  fcene,  his  firft 
thought  was  to  bring  off  the  troops,  by  founding  a  general  retreat ; 
but  being  informed  that  the  people  were  perilhing,  not  by  the  cruelty 
of  his  army,  but  by  their  own  defperation,  he  ordered  to  be  pro- 
claimed a  general  freedom  and  protection  to  all  the  inhabitants  ;  but 
fo  long  as  any  confiderable  number  of  the  citizens  remained,  the  of- 
ficers who  came  near  them,  even  with  an  offer  of  quarter,  were 
anfvvered  with  threats,  or  with  fhowers  of  darts  and  of  arrows,  obliged 
to  keep  at  a  diitance.  The  temples  and  public  buildings  were,  with 
great  difficulty,  faved  from  fire;  but  none  of  the  inhabitants  could 
be  refcued,  befides  a  few  women  and  Haves. 

Brutus,  greatly  afflicted  with  this  piteous  cataftrophe,  marched 
with  reluctance  towards  Patara,  where  the  inhabitants  were  fuppofed 
to  be  infected  with  the  fame  defperate  fpirit ;  and,  to  prevent  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  fatal  extremities,  fent  a  meffage  to  prevail  on  the 
people  to  furrender,  and  to  accept  of  his  protection.     The  example 
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BOOK  0f  Xanthus  appeared  much  too  atrocious  to  be  followed,  and  they 
**» — * '    fubmitted  to  pay  the  contributions  which  were  exacted  from  them. 

Lentulus,  at  the  fame  time,  who  commanded  the  fleet  which  had 
been  employed  in  tranfporting  the  army  of  Caflius  into  the  ifland  of 
Rhodes,  forced  his  way  into  the  harbour  of  Andriaca,  the  port  of 
Myra,  by  breaking  the  chain  which  was  ftretched  acrofs  the  en- 
trance ;  and  this  place  being  reduced,  the  inhabitants  of  Lycia  fent 
offers  of  fubmiffion,  and  of  their  fervice  in  the  war,  agreed  to  pay  a 
certain  tribute,  and  to  join  the  fleet  with  their  galleys.  Lentulus 
being  accordingly  reinforced  with  a  great  acceflion  of  fhips,  fet  fail 
for  Abydus,  the  fhorteft  paffage  into  Europe,  where  he  was  ordered 
to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  land  forces. 

At  the  fame  time,  Murcus,  commanding  another  fquadron  belong- 
ing to  Brutus  and  Caflius,  upon  a  report  that  Cleopatra,  with  a  nu- 
merous fleet,  was  at  fea,  to  effect,  a  junction  with  Octavius  and  An- 
tony, had  been  ftationed  at  the  Cape  of  Tenarus  to  intercept  her ; 
but  being  informed  that  the  Egyptian  fleet  was  difperfed,  or  had 
( fuffered  much  in  a  ftorm,  he  weighed  from  Tenarus,  and  fleered  for 
Brundiiium,  took  pofleflion  of  an  ifland  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
and  from  thence  intended  to  prevent  the  tranfportation  of  any  troops 
from  Italy  to  Macedonia  or  Greece.  He  had  however  arrived  too 
late  to  effect  the  whole  of  this  purpofe.  Great  part  of  Antony's 
army  was  already  tranfported,  and  he  himfelf,  with  the  remainder, 
waited  for  favourable  winds  to  run  or  pafs  unnoticed  in  the  night. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  war,  Brutus  and  Caflius,  having  accomplished 
the  fervices  in  which  they  had  been  feverally  engaged,  again  aflembled 
their  forces  on  the  right  of  the  Meander.  It  is  faid,  that  they  began 
their  conference  on  bad  terms,  the  effect  of  a  jealoufy  which  had 
been  induftrioufly  raifed  between  them  ;  but  there  did  not  appear 
any  confequences  of  a  mifunderftanding ;  and  their  joint  forces,  with- 
out delay,  began  to  move  towards  Europe,  in  order  to  check  the  ad- 
vances 
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varices  which  the  enemy  were  already  making  in  Macedonia.     Hav-    CHAP, 
ing  palled  the  Hellefpont,  they  marched,  by  the  inhmus  of  Cardia, 
to  the  coafl  of  the  bay  of  Melanus  ;  here  they  made  a  halt  for  fome 
days,  to  mutter  and   to   review  their  forces.     The   army   of  Caffius 
confided  of  nine   legions,  that   of  Brutus  of  eight,   amounting   to 
about  eighty  thoufand  men,  formed   in  the  manner  of  the   Roman 
infantry.     Brutus  had  four  thoufand  Gaulifh  and  Lufitanian  horfe  ; 
two  thoufand   cavalry,  made   up   of  Thracians,  Illyrians,  Parthians, 
and  Theffi  ilians.      Caffius  had  two  thoufand  Gauls  and  Spaniards,  and 
four  thoufand  Parthian  archers  mounted  on  horfeback.     They  were 
followed  likewife  by  fome  princes  of  Galatia,  at  the  head   of  their 
refpective  forces.     The  whole,  by  this  account,  amounted  to  near  a 
hundred  thoufand    men.     Many  of  the  legions   had   been  formed 
under  Csefar,  and  could  not  be  retained  in  their  prefent  fervice,  with- 
out frequent   liberalities,  and  without  a  profpedr,  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  of  fettlements,  not  inferior  to  thofe  which  were  enjoyed  or  ex- 
pected by  the  troops  of  the  oppofite  fide.     The  wealth  of  Aha,  how- 
ever, having  put  their  leaders  in  condition  to  perform  what  was  at 
prefent  expected  from  them ;  all  former  engagements  were  now  ful- 
filled, as  the  beft  earneft  that  could  be  given  of  future  gratuities. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  mufter,  Caffius  and  Brutus,  with  all  the  officers 
of  Senatorian  rank,  who  were  then  prefent,  being  affembled  on  a 
platform,  raifed  as  ufual  to  fome  height  from  the  ground,  were  fur- 
rounded  by  the  army,  who  crowded  to  hear  the  fpeech  of  their  leaders ; 
and  it  was  fuppofed,  that  what  they  were  to  deliver  fhould  have 
the  effect  of  a  manifefto  or  proclamation,  refpecting  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  Caffius  fpoke  for  himfelf,  for  his  col- 
league, and  the  body  of  Senators  who  attended  them  ;  addreffing  this 
motely  affemblage  of  native  Romans  and  aliens,  of  citizens  and  fol- 
diers  of  fortune,  collected  from  different  parties,  as  an  affembly  of 
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the  Roman  People  deliberating  on  their  public  rights.  He  men- 
tioned the  mutual  confidence  that  was  natural  between  officers  and 
men  engaged,  as  they  were,  in  a  common  cauie ;  enumerated  their 
refources  with  the  other  advantages  they  poffeffed,  and  took  notice 
of  the  punctual  difcharge  of  all  former  engagements,  as  the  bell  fe- 
curity  which  could  be  given  of  a  fixed  intention  to  make  a  fuitable 
provifion  for  every  foldier  who  mould  contribute  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  favourable  iffuc.  "  The  unjuil  reproaches  of  our  enemies,"  he 
laid,  "  we  could  eafily  difprove,  if  we  were  not,  by  our  numbers, 
"  and  by  the  fwords  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  in  condition 
"  to  defpife  them.  While  Ccefar  led  the  armies  of  the  republic 
"  againfl  the  enemies  of  Rome,  we  took  part  in  the  fame  fervice 
"  with  him,  we  obeyed  him,  we  were  happy  to  ferve  under  his 
"  command.  But  when  he  declared  war  on  the  commonwealth,  we 
"  became  his  enemies ;  and  when  he  became  an  ufurper  and  a 
'*  tyrant,  we  refented,  as  an  injury,  even  the  favours  which  he  pre- 
"  fumed  to  bellow  upon  ourfelves.  Had  he  been  to  fa.ll  a  fae'rifice 
"  to  private  refentment,  we  mould  not  have  been  the  proper  actors 
"  in  the  execution  of  the  fentence  againfl  him.  He  was  willing  to 
"  have  indulged  us  with  preferments  and  honours  ;  but  we  were  not 
"  willing  to  accept,  as  the  gift  of  a  mailer,  what  we  were  intitled  to 
"  claim  as  free  citizens.  We  conceived,  that,  in  prefuming  to  confer 
"  the  honours  of  the  Roman  republic,  he  encroached  on  the  prero- 
"  gatives  of  the  Roman  People,  and  infulted  the  authority  of  the 
"  Roman  Senate. 

"  CaTar  cancelled  the  laws,  and  overturned  the  conftitution  of  his 
"  country;  he  ufurped  all  the  powers  of  the  commonwealth,  fet  up  a 
"  monarchy,  and  himfelf  afFecled  to  be  a  King.  This  our  an- 
"  ceftors,  at  the  expulfion  of  Tarquin,  bound  themfelves  and  their 
"  pofterity,  by  the  moft  folemn  oaths,  and  by  the  moll  direful  im- 

"  precations, 
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precations,  never  to   endure.     The   fame  obligation  has  been  en- 
tailed upon  us  as  a  debt  by  our  fathers;   and  we,  having  faithfully 
paid  and  difcharged  it,  have  performed  the  oath,  and  averted  the 
"  confequences  of  failure  from  ourfelves,  and  from  our  pofterity. 

"  In  the  ftation  of  loldiers,  we  might  have  committed  ourfelves 
"  without  reflection  to  the  command  of  an   officer,  whofe  abilities 
"  and  whofe  valour  we  admired  ;   but,  in  the  character  of  Roman 
"  citizens  we  have  a  far  different  part  to  fuftain.     I  muft  fuppofe,  that 
"  I  now  fpeak  to  the   Roman  People,  and  to  citizens  of  a  free  re- 
"  public ;  to  men  who  have  never  learned  to  depend   upon   others 
"  for  gratifications  and  favours,  who  are  not  accuftomed  to  own  a 
"  fuperior,  but  who  are  themfelves  the  mailers,  the  difpenfers  of  for- 
"  tune   and  of  honour,  and  the  givers  of   all   thofe   dignities  and 
"  powers  by  which  Csefar  himfelf  was   exalted,  and  of  which  he 
"  affumed  the  intire  difpofal.      Recollect  from  whom  the  Scipios,  the 
"  Pompeys,  even  Cacfar  himfelf  derived  his   honours  :    from  your 
"  anceftors,  whom   you    now   reprefent,    and   from  yourfelves,    to 
"  whom,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,   we,   who  are  now 
"  vour  leaders  in  the  field,  addrefs  ourfelves  as  your  fellow-citizens  in 
"  the  commonwealth,  and  as  perfons  depending  on  your  pleafure  for  the 
"  juft  reward  and  retribution  of  our  fervices.     Happy  in  being  able 
"  to  reftore  to  you  what  Ca^far  had  the  prefumption  to  appropriate 
"  to   himfelf  the  power  and   the  dignity  of  your  fathers,  with  the 
"  fupreme  difpofal  of  all  the  offices  of  truft  that  were  eftablifhed  for 
"  your  fafety,  and   for   the    prefervation  of  your  freedom  ;  happy 
"  in  being  able  to  reftore  to  the  Tribunes  of  the  Roman  People  the 
*'  power  of  protecting  you,  and  of  procuring  to  every  Roman  citizen 
"  that  juflice  which,  under  the  late  ufurpation  of  Ca:far,  was  with-; 
"  held,  even  from  the  facred  perfons  of  thole  magiftrates  themfelves. 
"  An  ufurper  is  the  common  enemy  of  all  good  citizens  ;  but  the 
"  talk  of  removing  him  could  be  the  bufinefs  only  of  a  few.     The 
Vol.  III.  B  b  "  Senate 
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"  Senate  and  the  Roman  People,  as  foon  as  it  was  proper  for  them. 
"  to  declare  their  judgment,  pronounced  their  approbation  of  thofe 
"  who  were  concerned  in  the  death  of  Cxfar,  by  the  rewards  and 
"  the  honours  which  they  beftowed  upon  them ;  and  they  are  now 
"  become  a  prey  to  affaflins  and  murderers  ;  they  bleed  in  the  ftreets, 
"  in  the  temples,  in  the  mod  fecret  retreats,  and  in  the  arms  of  their 
"  families  ;  or  they  are  difperfed,  and  fly  wherever  they  hope  to  efcape 
"  the  fury  of  their  enemies.  Many  are  now  prefent  before  you, 
"  happy  in  your  protection,  happy  in  witneffing  the  zeal  which  you 
"  entertain  for  the  commonwealth,  for  the  rights  of  your  fellow- 
"  citizens,  and  for  your  own.  Thefe  refpectable  citizens,  we  truft, 
"  will  foon,  by  your  means,  be  reftored  to  a  condition  in  which  they 
"  can  enjoy,  together  with  you,  all  the  honours  of  a  free  people, 
"  concur  with  you  in  beftowing,  and  partake  with  you  in  receiving, 
"  the  rewards  which  are  due  to  fuch  eminent  fervices,  as  you  are 
"  now  engaged  to  perform  *V 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  what  we  receive  as  the  fpeech  of  Caffius 
on  this  memorable  occafion,  and,  although  we  may  not  confider  thefe 
compofitions  as  the  genuine  record  of  what  was  fpoken,  yet  as  they 
contain  the  ideas  and  reafonings  of  times  fo  much  nearer  than  ours  to 
the  date  of  the  transactions  to  which  they  refer,  it  is  undoubtedly  fit, 
and  often  inftructive,  to  retain  the  argument  on  which  they  are 
founded.  At  the  clofe  of  this  fpeech,  it  is  faid  that  Caffius  refumed 
the  comparifon  of  the  forces  and  refources  of  the  oppolite  parties, 
ftated  to  his  army  their  own  equality  by  land,  and  their  fuperiority 
by  fea  ;  the  facility  with  which  they  were  to  be  fupplied  with  all 
neceffaries ;  and  that  he  concluded,  with  a  promife  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional gratuity  of  fifteen  hundred  iefterces  to  each  man  43. 

After  this  folemnity,  the  army  again  began  to  advance ;  and 
while  they  marched  in  linall  divifions  by  the  route  of  JEnos  and  Do- 

41  Appian.  de  B<rll.  Civ.  lib.  iv.  43  About  12  1. 
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rifcus,  Cimber,  with  a  fquadron  of  galleys,  having  a  legion  and  a 
confiderable  detachment  of  archers  on  board,  failed  towards  the  coaft 
of  Macedonia,  with  orders  to  fearch  for  a  proper  ftation  within  the 
mountains  of  Pangeus,  a  ridge  which,  ftretching  from  Thrace 
fouthward,  terminated  in  the  bay  of  Strymon,  oppofite  to  the  illand 
of  Thafus  43.  The  generals,  upon  their  arrival  on  the  river  NefTus, 
found  that  the  ufual  paffage  of  the  mountains  at  Symbolus  was 
already  feized  by  Saxa  and  Norbanus,  who,  with  the  firft  diviiion  of 
Antony's  forces  from  Italy,  had  traverfed  Macedonia,  and  haflened 
to  poflefs  themfelves  of  this  pais,  in  order  to  flop  the  further  progrefs 
of  their  enemies  in  Europe. 

Here  the  eaflern  armies  were  accordingly  flopped,  and  were 
likely  to  end  their  career  in  Thrace,  while  their  antagonifls  con- 
tinued in  poffefhon  of  Macedonia,  and  preferved  the  moil  con- 
venient retreat  for  their  fhipping  in  the  bay  of  Strymon.  They 
were  relieved,  however,  from  this  appreheniion  by  Rufcopolis,  a 
Thracian  prince,  who  attended  them,  and  who  pointed  out  a  dif- 
ferent route  from  that  which  the  enemy  had  occupied.  Under  this 
guide  they  marched  three  days  among  the  mountains,  and  having 
croffed  the  fummit,  defcended  in  the  tract  of  a  river  towards  Philippi, 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  plains  of  Amphipolis.  This 
march  carried  them  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  ftation,  and  would 
have  enabled  them  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  if  intelligence  had  not 
been  carried  to  Saxa  and  Norbanus  time  enough  to  enable  them  to 
withdraw.  Thefe  officers  accordingly  abandoned  their  pofc,  fell 
back  forty  or  fifty  miles  **  to  Amphipolis  ;  and  having  put  this  place 
in  the  befl  pofture  they  could  for  defence,  determined  to  await  the 
arrival  of  Octavius  and  Antony. 

Brutus  and  Caflius  took  pofl  at   Philippi,  on   the  declivity  of  the 
mountains,   near  to  the  pafs   which  Saxa  and   Norbanus  had  lately 

43  See  Plate  IV.  Vol.  II.  **  350  ftadia. 
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BOOK  abandoned.  They  encamped  about  two  miles  4S  from  the  town  oa 
two  feparate  eminences,  about  a  mile  '*  afunder.  On  their  right  was 
Philippi,  covered  by  the  mountains  ;  on  the  left  an  impaflable 
marfh,  which  reached  about  nine  miles  from  their  camp  to  the  fea*r. 
In  their  front  the  country  from  Philippi,  weftward  to  Amphipolis, 
extending  about  forty  or  fifty  miles,  was  flat  and  fubject  to  floods 
and  inundations  of  the  rivers.  The  fleet  was  in  harbour  at  Neapolis, 
near  where  the  marfh,  which  covered  the  left  of  Caflius's  camp, 
terminated  in  the  fea  ;  and  Cimber  had  fixed  on  that  place  as  the 
port  to  which  all  their  convoys  fhould  repair,  and  by  which  they 
expected  to  be  plentifully  fupplied  with  neceffaries  from  Afia,  and 
the  coafts  of  the  Egean  fea.  They  formed,  at  the  fame  time,  a  ma- 
gazine in  the  illand  of  Thafus,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  at 
which  to  lodge  in  fafety  the  furplus  of  their  provifions  and  ftores. 

Antony  and  Octavius  had  been  employed,  during  the  winter,  in 
tranfporting  their  forces  into  Macedonia;  and  having  effected  their 
paffage,  notwithflanding  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  their 
army  advanced  by  rapid  marches  to  the  river  Strymcn,  in  order  to 
preferve  Amphipolis,  and  to  carry  the  fcene  of  the  war  as  far  as  they 
could  from  Italy.  Octavius  had  been  taken  ill,  and  remained  be- 
hind at  Dyrrachium.  Antony,  upon  his  arrival  at  Amphipolis^ 
having  found  the  town  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  fixed  upon  it  as 
a  place  of  arms  for  the  fecurity  of  his  heavy  baggage  and  ftores* 
From  thence  he  advanced  upon  the  flat  country,  through  a  march  of 
fome  days,  and  pitched  in  fight  of  Philippic  within  a  mile  of  the 
enemy's  flations. 

It  was  the  object  of  the  Triumvirs  to  bring  the  war  to  a  fpeedy 
ifTue,  as  they  forefaw  the  difficulty  of  being  long  able,  without  any 
fupply  of  provifions  from  the  fea,  to  maintain  fo  numerous  an  army 

4S  Eighteen  ftadia.  4"  Eight  fladia.  *"  Seventy  ftadia. 
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by  the  fole  refources  of  the  neighbouring  country.  Brutus  and  Caf- 
fius,  on  the  contrary,  perceived  their  own  advantage,  and  were  de- 
termined to  protract  the  war.  They  fortified  their  camps  with  great 
care,  and  joined  them  to  each  other ;  and  to  the  town  of  Philippi 
on  the  one  fide,  and  to  the  morafs  on  the  other,  with  fuch  works  as 
formed  a  continued  chain  to  cover  their  communication,  for  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  town  of  Philippi,  to  the  port  of  Neapolis- 

Antony's  camp  being  on  the  plain,  and  in  a  low  fituation,  was 
overlooked  by  the  enemy,  and  fubject  to  be  overflowed  by  the  tor- 
rents which  fell  from  the  hills.  He  made  every  poflible  effort  to 
bring  his  antagonifts  to  action,  and  by  his  forwardnefs  in  preffing 
them  to  a  battle,  raifed  the  courage  of  his  own  troops,  and  aifumed, 
as  is  common  with  thofe  who  act  offenfively,  the  appearance  of  fu- 
periority.  While  he  yet  continued  in  this  poflure,  Octavius,. 
though  not  entirely  recovered  from  his  illnefs,  joined  him  from 
Dyrrachium.  They  took  two  feparate  ftations  oppofite  to  thofe  of 
the  enemy ;  Octavius  oppofite  to  Brutus,  and  Antony  to  CaiTius.  The 
number  of  legions,  on  both  fides,  were  equal ;  but  thofe  of  Antony 
and  Octavius  were  not  complete.  In  cavalry  they  were  unequal ;  that 
of  Brutus  and  CafTius  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand,  while  that  of 
Octavius  and  Antony  was  no  more  than  thirteen  thoufand. 

Antony  and  Octavius,  in  order  to  force  their  antagonifts  to  a  battle, 
or  to  cut  off  their  communication  with  the  fea,  formed  a  defign  to  pierce 
the  morafs,  and  to  feize  upon  the  heights  beyond  it  on  the  left  of  Caf* 
fius's  camp.  In  the  work  which  they  carried  on  for  this  purpofe,  they 
were  covered  by  the  reeds,  which  grew  to  a  great  height  in  the  marfh; . 
and  in  ten  days,  without  being  obferved,  by  means  of  timbers,  hurdles, 
and  earth,  which  they  funk  as  they  advanced,  accomplifhed  a  paf- 
fage,  and  fent  in  the  night  a  party  of  their  army  to  occupy  the  op- 
pofite heights,  to  make  lodgments,  and  to  intercept  the  commu- 
nication 
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nication  of  their  antagonifts  with  Neapolis,  from  which  they  received 
their  daily  fupplies. 

As  foon  as  Brutus  and  Camus  perceived  this  advantage  gained  by 
the  enemy,  they  took  meafures  to  recover  it,  and  to  open  their  own 
accefs  again  to  the  fea.  For  this  purpofe  they,  in  their  turn,  tra- 
verfed  the  morafs  in  a  line  which  croffed  the  paffage  which  the  enemy 
had  made,  and  pierced  their  highway  with  a  deep  and  impaffable 
ditch.  Having,  in  this  manner,  cut  off  the  enemy's  parties  that  had 
paffed  the  morafs  from  any  fuccours  or  fupplies  from  their  main  body, 
they  were  about  to  force  them,  when  Oclavius  and  Antony  endea- 
voured to  recover  their  paffage ;  and,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  from  what  they  were  doing  in  the  marfh,  drew  forth  their 
armies  on  the  plain. 

While  Octavius  was  ftill  confined  by  ficknefs,  his  lieutenant,  or 
next  in  command,  took  his  place  in  this  movement,  and  advanced 
toward  the  intrenchment  of  Brutus.  The  light  troops  began  to 
fkirmifh  on  the  afcent  of  the  hill.  And,  notwithstanding  it  was  the 
refolution  of  both  leaders  in  the  republican  army  not  to  hazard  a 
battle,  except  in  defence  of  their  own  intrenchments,  the  legions 
of  Brutus  obferving,  from  their  parapet,  what  paffed  between  the 
advanced  parties  in  front,  were  lb  animated  or  incenfed,  as  not  to  be 
reftrained.  They  accordingly  quitted  their  lines,  attacked  the  wing 
on  which  O&avius  was  fuppoied  to  command,  drove  them  back  to 
their  ground,  and  continuing  the  purfuit,  even  forced  them  in  their 
camp.  Oclavius  himfelf,. having  been  carried  from  his  bed  to  a  litter, 
narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

On  the  other  wing  Antony  likewife  had  advanced  towards  the 
camp  of  Caffms  ;  but  as  he  was  obferved,  at  the  fame  time,  be- 
ginning to  work  in  the  morafs,  this  movement  of  his  army 
was  confidered  as  no  more  than  a  feint  to  favour  the  other  de- 
fign.     Caffius,   to   divert   him  from   his    operation   in   the  marfh, 

drew 
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drew  forth  his  army  likewife  ;  and  having  greatly  the  advantage  of    C  H  A  P. 

1  V  • 

the  ground,  did  not  fuppofe  that  the  enemy,  in  fuch  circumftances,    * „-    / 

would  venture  upon  a  general  action.  In  this  however  he  was  dif- 
appointed.  Antony,  feeing  Caffius  expofe  his  front,  difcontinued  his 
work  in  the  morafs,  mounted  the  height  in  his  prefence,  forced 
him  to  retire,  even  took  and  pillaged  his  camp ;  and  thus  ihowed,  in 
his  turn,  what  are  the  efFe&s  of  an  impetuous  attack  upon  an  enemy 
who  are  difpofed  to  think  themfelves  fecure. 

Thefe  feparate  actions,  or  the  preparations  which  were  made  for 
them,  had  filled  up  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  It  was  already 
duflc,  and  the  field,  for  the  moft  part,  was  covered  with  clouds  of 
duft  ;  fo  that  no  one  could  fee  to  a  diftance.  Thofe  who  commanded 
on  the  right  in  both  armies,  having  put  thofe  who  were  oppofed  to 
them  to  flight,  thought  that  the  event  was  decifive  in  their  own 
favour.  But  Brutus  and  Antony  being  informed  of  what  had  paflei 
on  the  other  wings  of  their  refpective  armies,  neither  attempted  to 
keep  the  advantage  he  had  gained.  Dilqualified  by  fatigue  or  fur- 
prife  from  renewing  the  conteft,  they  paffed  each  other  on  the  plain,, 
and  haftened  back  tef  their  former  Rations. 

Caffius,  after  the  route  of  his  divifion,  with  a  few  who  adhered 
to  him,  had  halted  on  an  eminence,  and  fent  Titinius  to  the  right, 
with  orders  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  day  on  that  fide.  This 
officer,  while  yet  in  fight,  was  met  by  a  party  of  horfe  emerging 
from  the  clouds  of  duft  on  the  plain.  This  party  had  been  fent  by 
Brutus  to  learn  the  fituation  of  his  friends  on  the  left ;  but  Caffius, 
fuppofing  them  to  be  enemies,  and  believing  that  Titinius,  whom  he 
faw  furrounded  by  them,  was  taken,  he  inftantly,  with  the  precipitant 
defpair  which,  on  other  occafions,  had  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  caufe 
of  the  republic,  prefented  his  breaft  to  a  fiave,  to  whom  he  had  allotted, 
in  cafe  of  any  urgent  extremity,  the  office  of  putting  an  end  to  his 
life.  Titinius,  upon  his  return,  imputing  this  fatal  calamity  to  his 
own  neglect  in  not  trying  fooner  to  undeceive  his  general  by  proper 

fignals, 
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E  o  O  K  fignals,  killed  himfelf,  and  fell  upon  the  body  of  his  friend  *'.  Brutus 
i_  .  j  foon  after  arrived  at  the  fame  place,  and  feeing  the  dead  body  of 
Caffius,  fhed  tears  of  vexation  and  forrow  over  the  effects  of  an  action 
fo  rafli  and  precipitant,  and  which  deprived  the  republic  and  him- 
felf, in  this  extremity,  of  fo  neceflary  and  fo  able  a  fupport.  Tb'ts^ 
he  laid,  is  the  lajl  of  the  Romans. 

The  furviving  leader  of  the  republican  party,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  impreffion  which  the  fight  of  a  funeral  fo  interefting  was  likely 
to  make  on  the  army,  ordered  the  body  of  Camus  to  be  carried  to 
the  ifland  of  Thafus,  and  there  privately  interred.  He  himfelf  fpent 
the  night  in  re-affembling  the  troops  who  had  been  difperfed,  formed 
both  armies  into  one  body,  and  drew  the  whole  into  one  camp.  He 
ftill  kept  his  ground  at  Philippi,  and  endeavoured  to  fupport  the 
courage  of  the  troops,  and  to  replace  the  activity  and  military  fkill  of 
his  unfortunate  colleague.  In  his  addreffes  to  the  army,  he  fet  forth 
the  advantages  they  had  gained  as  more  than  fufficient  to  compenfate 
their  loffes.  He  reprefented  the  diftreHed  condition  of  the  enemy, 
who,  having  already  exhaufted  the  province  of  Macedonia  in  their 
rear,  were  obliged  to  bring  their  provifions  from  Theffaly,  which 
was  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  not  likely  to  fupply  them  fo  long. 
"  Tbe  fea-ports,"  he  obferved,  "  being  every  where  blocked  up,  and 
"  their  convoys  intercepted  by  a  fleet  of  above  two  hundred  and 
"  fixty  fail,  the  profpect  of  what  they  muft  fpeedily  fuffer  will  make 
"  them  impatient  for  action.  They  will  provoke,"  he  laid,  "  they 
"  will  attempt  to  infult  you;  but  this  appearance  of  courage  is  a  mere 
"  effecl  of  defpair.  Only  wait  the  refult  of  thefe  circumltances,  and 
perfeverance  will  render  your  victory  eafy."  He  fupported  thefe 
exhortations  with  giving  the  army  full  fatisfaction  in  all  their  claims 
and  pretenfions,  and  with  an  additional  gratuity  of  a  thoufand  fefterces 
to  each  man  !°. 

**  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlvii.  c.  34.     Appian,  lib.  iv.  '°  About  81. 
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The   leaders   of  the  other  fide,  at   the  fame   time,  were  equally    c  N  A  P. 


employed  in  what  was  neceffary  to  palliate  the  Sufferings,  or  to  raife 
the  hopes  of  their  own  army.     Though  not  equally  in  condition  to 
make  prefent  donations,  they  amply  fupplied   this  defect   with   ex- 
pectations and  promifes.     They  declared  their  intention  of  giving  an 
additional  gratuity  of  five  thoufand  fefterces  to  each  private  man  '\ 
five  times  as  much  to  the  Centurion,  and  the  double  of  this  fum  to  the 
Tribune.     "  Judge  ye,"  faid  Antony,  in  his  addrefs   to   the   army, 
"  who  has  Suffered  mod  by  the  mutual  pillage  of  yefterday  ?    You, 
"  who  have  left  all  your  effects  behind  you  in  Italy,  or  the  enemy, 
"  who  came  to  their  ground  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia  ?    Their 
"  own  general,  by  killing  himfelf,  has  proclaimed  your  victory.    We 
"  declare  you  victorious,  by  bellowing  upon   you   the   rewards    of 
"  valour  to  which  you  are  intitled.     If  the  enemy  choofe  to  difpute 
"  your  claim  to  thefe  rewards,  let  them   meet  us  again  in  the  field. 
"  They  (hall  have  an  opportunity  to-morrow,  and  for  fome  days  to 
"  comej   if  they  fhrink  and  remain  behind  their   intrenchments,  I 
"  Shall  leave  you  to  determine  who  is  vanquished  in  the  trial  of  force 
"  which  we  have  had." 

Antony  and  Octavius  accordingly  drew  forth  their  army  for  many 
days  SucceSnvely,  and  were  greatly  embarraSfed  with  the  refolution 
which  appeared  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  not  to  hazard  a  battle.  They 
began  to  fuffer  greatly  for  want  of  provifions,  and  felt  the  approach 
of  winter,  which,  in  a  marfhy  Situation,  threatened  them  with 
growing  inconveniences.  Brutus,  to  haften  the  effects  of  the  fealon, 
had  turned  the  courfe  of  a  river  from  the  hills,  and  laid  under  water 
part  of  the  plain  on  which  they  encamped  52.  At  the  fame  time  a 
recent  calamity,  which  befel  them  at  fea,  increafed  thefe  diftrelfes, 
and  diminifned  their  hopes  of  relief. 

51  About  40L.  5t  Zonaras,  c.  19.  p.  385. 

Vol.  III.  C  c  On 
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BOOK         On  the  fame  day  oil  which  the  late  battle  was  fought  at  Philippi, 

*— — v '    Domitius  Calvinus  had  failed  from  Brundifium,  having  on  board  of 

tranfports  two  legions,  of  which  the  Martia  was  one,  with  two 
thoufand  men  of  the  Prxtorian  bands,  and  a  body  of  horfc,  convoyed 
by  fome  galleys,  or  mips  of  force.  Being  met  at  fea  by  the  fleet  of 
Brutus,  confifting  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  fail,  under  Murcus  and 
i&nobarbus,  a  few  of  the  headmoft  and  bell  failing  mips  efcaped  ; 
but  the  remainder  being  furrounded  had  no  refource  but  in  the  valour 
of  the  troops,  who  endeavoured  to  defend  themfelves  with  their 
fwords,  grappling  and  laming  their  tranfports  to  the  mips  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  in  this  attempt,  being  galled  with  mimles  from  the 
armed  galleys,  particularly  with  burning  darts,  by  which  fome  of 
the  tranfports  were  fet  on  fire,  the  others,  to  avoid  the  flames,  were 
obliged  to  keep  at  a  diftance  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  them  fuffering 
extremely  without  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy,  were  funk  or  de- 
ftroyed.  Calvinus  himfelf,  having  been  five  days  at  fea,  with  diffi- 
culty efcaped  to  Brundifium. 

Thefe  tidings  had  their  efFecl  in  both  armies.  In  that  of  Brutus 
they  infpired  an  unfeafonable  ardour,  and  a  dilpofition  to  commit  the 
caufe  of  the  party  to  the  hazard  of  a  battle ;  in  that  of  Antony  and 
O&avius,  they  impreffed  the  necefhty  of  a  fpeedy  decifion.  Thefe 
leaders,  to  amufe  their  own  troops,  and  to  provoke  the  enemy,  had 
feized,  in  the  night,  a  pofr.  on  the  declivity  below  the  ground  which 
was  lately  occupied  by  Camus.  They  were  fuffered  to  make  a  lodg- 
ment upon  it  by  Brutus,  who  had  not  any  apprehenfion  that  he 
could  be  annoyed  from  a  fituation  that  was  fo  much  lower  than 
his  own.  On  the  following  day  it  appeared,  that  their  inten- 
tion in  feizing  this  poll:  was  to  cover  a  movement,  which  they 
propofed  to  make  to  the  right  on  the  edge  of  the  morafs  ;  which 
they  accordingly  executed,  and  pitched  again  in  two  feparate  en- 
campments.    In  this  new  pofition  they  were  obferved  to  found  the 

morafs  j 
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iriohifs,  and  either  intended  a  feint,  or  had  a  real  defign,  by  effect-  c  H  A  p- 
ing  a  communication  wifh  the  oppofite  fide,  again  to  out  off  every 
intercourfe  of  Brutus  with  his  ihips.  But  finding  that  all  the 
heights  on  the  oppofite  fide  were  now  fecured  againft  them  by  in- 
trenchments,  they  dropped  that  intention,  and  endeavoured,  by  fre- 
quent alarms,  and  by  expofing  their  own  parties  oa  the  plain,  to 
engage  their  antagonift  in  a  general  action. 

Brutus,  in  the  mean  time,  having  fecured  his  own  communica- 
tion with  Neapolis,  by  a  proper  difpofition  of  pofta  from  his  prefent 
encampment  to  the  fea ;  and  trufting  that  his  enemies  rauft,  upon  the 
approach  of  winter,  be  obliged  to  evacuate  Macedonia,  or  to  feparate 
their  army  for  the  convenience  of  finding  fubfiftence,  perfifted  in  his 
refolution  to  protract  the  war.  In  this  conjuncture  he  wrote  to  his 
friend  Pomponius  Atticus  in  the  following  terms  :  "  My  object 
fe'  is  fecure  ;  for  either  I  fhall,  by  my  victory,  refcue  the  Romans 
"  from  the  fervitude  into  which  they  are  fallen,  or  perifh  in  the  at- 
"  tempt,  and  by  dying  myfelf  efcape  from  flavery.  I  have  done  my 
"  part,  and  wait  for  the  iffue  in  which  public  freedom  or  death  is  to 
"  follow.  As  for  Antony,  who  has  chofen  to  become  the  retainer 
"  of  Octavius,  rather  than  a  fharer  with  us  in  the  equal  rights  of  a 
"  citizen,  he  has  a  different  alternative,  either  now  to  perifh  with 
"  this  young  man,  or,  being  the  dupe  of  his  artifices,  to  become 
"  hereafter  the  fubject  of  his  government "." 

The  troops  of  Brutus,  however,  could  not  be  i-econciled  to  this  dilatory 
plan;  they  began  to  complain  that  a  victorious  army  fhould  be  cooped 
up  behind  intrenchments,  and  fhould  be  infulted  like  women  ;  even  the 
officers,  pretending  to  reafon  on  the  ftate  of  the  war,  cenfured  their 
general  for  loling  the  opportunity,  which  lb  great  an  ardour  in  the 
army  gave  him  of  deciding  the  conteft  at  a  blow.     They  alleged, 

31  Plutarch,   in  Bruto. 

C  c  2  that 
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that  even  if  the  attempt  mould  prove  unfuccefsful,  he  might  ftill  re- 
turn to  the  execution  of  his  defenfive  and  dilatory  operations. 

Brutus  was  aware  that  the  army,  now  under  his  command,  having 
been  trained  up  as  mere  foldicrs  of  fortune,  had  no  principle  of  at- 
tachment to  either  fide  ;  that  it  was  neceifary  to  conlult  their  incli- 
nations, as  well  as  to  flatter  their  hopes.  He  remembered  that  Gaffius 
had  been  obliged,  in  many  things,  to  abate  the  ufual  rigour  of  his 
discipline  ;  and  being  himfelf  of  a  mild  and  indulgent  nature,  he 
yielded  to  thofe  who  were  under  his  command  ;  or  not  being  able  to 
flem  the  torrent  which  daily  increafed,  he  fuffered  the  impatience  of 
his  own  men  to  hurry  him  into  a  rifk  of  all  his  fortunes.  In  about 
twenty  days  after  the  former  action  '*,  overcome  by  mere  importu- 
nities, he  drew  forth  his  army  on  the  declivity  before  his  camp  ; 
the  enemy,  at  tbe  fame  time,  according  to  their  ufual  practice,  were 
forming  upon  the  plain  ;  and  both  fides  forefaw  the  approach  of  a 
general  engagement. 

Hiftorians  introduce  their  accounts  of  the  laft  action  at  Philippi, 
with  a  detail  of  forms  and  folemnities,  which,  on  other  occafions, 
they  have  either  omitted  to  mention,  or  which  were  not  equally  ob- 
ferved.  As  foon  as  the  parole  or  word  for  thq  day  was  given  over 
the  different  divifions  of  the  refpective  armies,  a  fingle  trumpet 
founded  the  fignal  of  battle  ;  and  was  followed  by  a  numerous 
band,  which  played  in  air,  while  the  legions  were  drefling  their 
ranks,  and  while  the  men, were  trying  and  handling  their  arms. 

Brutus,  being  on  horfeback,  paffed  along  the  lines  of  his  own  army, 
and  exhorted  his  men  not  to  quit  the  advantage  of  the  ground  on 
which  they  flood,  by  advancing  too  far  to  meet  the  enemy.  "  You 
"  have  promifed  me  a  victory,"  he  faid,  "  you  have  forced  me  to 
*'  fnatch  it  now,  rather  than  to  wait  for  a  more  fecure  poffeffion 

54  Plutarch,  in  Bruto. 
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"  of  it  hereafter.     It  is  your  bufinefs  to  fulfil  your  own  expectations 
"  and  mine/' 

On  the  other  fide,  Antony  and  Octavius  were  happy  in  having 
their  fortunes,  hitherto  defperate,  brought  to  the  chance  of  a  battle. 
They  put  their  army  in  mind,  that  this  was  what  all  of  them  wiihed  : 
"  You  arc  poor  and  diftreffed,"  they  faid,  "  but  in  the  enemy's 
"  camp  you  will  find  an  end  to  your  fufferings,  and  the  beginning  ■ 
"  of  riches  and  plenty.  From  us,  who  are  your  leaders,  you  may 
"  expecT:  the  rewards  which  are  due  to  valour,  and  every  efFecl:  of  a 
"  difpofition  in  us  which  is  fufficiently  libera),  but  which  vi&ory 
"  alone  will  give  us  the  power  to  indulge  in  the  manner  that  we  wifh." 

In  thefe  preparations  the  day  being  far  fpent,  and  noon  about  three 
hours  already  pair,  the  trumpets  on  both  fides  having  founded  a 
general  charge,  made  a  Hidden  paufe,  and  founded  again,  while- 
both  armies  being  in  motion,  (truck  upon  their  bucklers,  advanced 
with  a  mighty  fhout,  and,  under  a  ihower  of  miffile  weapons  of 
every  fort,  clofed  with  their  fwords.  They  continued  long  with  all 
the  fury  that  kindles  in  the  ufe  of  fhort  weapons,  to  druggie  on  the 
fame  fpot.  The  places  of  thofe  that  fell  in  the  firfl  rank  were  conti- 
nually fupplied  from  the  ranks  behind  them  ;  and  the  place  of  action 
began  to  be  choaked  up  with  heaps  of  the  (lain.  No  ftratagem  is. 
faid  to  have  been  pradtifed,  or  any  accident  to  have  happened,  to 
determine  the  fate  of  the  day  on  either  fide  ;  but,  after  a  fevere; 
conteft,  the  army  of  Brutus  began  to  give  way,  at  firft  (lowly,  and 
almoft  infenfibly ;  but  being  preffed  with  growing  violence,  they 
were  thrown  into  feme  confufion,  and  gave  up  the  day  without 
hopes  of  recovery.  In  the  diforder  that  followed,  numbers,  who 
fled  to  the  camp,  finding  the  entrances  obftrucled  by  the  crowds  that 
ftruggled  for  admilfion,  defpaired  of  fafety  there,  and  palled  on  to 
the  heights  in  its  rear.  Octavius  advanced  to  the  enemy's  camp  to 
fecure,  or  to  keep  in  awe  thofe  who  had  taken  refuge  within  it,, 
t  Antony 
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E  o  O  K     Antony  purfu'ed   thofe  who  were  difperfed  on  the  heights,  and,   at 

u-,.- s. — ~>    the  approach   of  night,  made  the   neccffary  difpofitions   to   hinder 

thofe  who  were  within  the  intrenchment,  or  thofe  who  were  in  the 

field,  from  rallying  or  affembling  again  ;   and   employed  parties   of 

horfe  all  ni^ht  to  fcour  all  the  avenues  in  fearch  of  prifoners. 

Brutus  himfelf  being  cut  of?  from  the  camp  and  dofely  followed, 
Lucilius,  one  of  his  company,  to  give  him  time  to  efcape,  affecting 
to  perfonate  his  general,  and  falling  behind,  was  taken.  This  cap- 
tive, fuppofed  to  be  Brutus,  the  leader  of  the  republican  army,  being 
conducted  to  Antony,  to  whom  he  was  known,  met  with  a  reception 
not  unworthy  of  his  generous  artifice.  "  You  intended,"  faid  An- 
tony to  thofe  who  brought  the  prifoner,  with  a  politenefs  which 
feemed  to  refute  fome  of  the  imputations  on  his  character,  "  to  bring 
li  me  an  enemy,  but  you  have  brought  me  a  friend  "," 

Brutus,  in  the  mean  time,  having  in  the  dark  paffed  a  brook  that 
ran  between  fteep  and  rocky  banks  covered  with  wood,  made  a  halt, 
with  a  few  friends,  on  the  oppolite  fide,  as  in  a  place  of  fafety. 
Being  yet  uncertain  of  the  extent  of  his  lofs,  he  fent  an  officer  to 
obferve  the  field,  and  with  orders,  if  any  coniiderabie  body  of  the 
army  were  yet  together,  to  light  a  blaze  as  a  lignal  or  token  of  its 
filety.  This  officer  accordingly  made  his  way  to  the  camp,  and 
finding  it  ftill  in  the  poffeffion  of  his  friends,  made  the  fignal  ;  but 
left  it  mould  not  be  obferved,  he  attempted  to  return  to  his  general, 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  was  (Iain, 

As,  from  the  fignal  now  made,  it  appeared  to  Brutus  and  the  fmall 
company  who  attended  him,  that  the  camp  was  ftill  in  poffeffion  of 
their  own  people,  they  thought  of  making  their  way  thither ;  but 
recolle&ing  that  the  greater  part  of  the  army  were  difperfed,  they 

*♦  Plut.  in  Btuto. 
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doubted  whether  the  lines  could  be  defended  until  they  could  reach    c  H,A  p- 
them,  or  even  if  they   fhould  be  maintained  fo  long,  whether  they 
could  furnifh  any  fafe  retreat.     While  they  reafoned  in  this  manner, 
one  of  their  number,  who  went  to  the  brook  for  water,  returned  with 
an  alarm  that  the  enemy  were  upon  the  oppofite  bank ;  and  faying^ 
with  fome  agitation,  "  We  rnufl  fly."     "  Yes,"  replied  Brutus,  "  but 
"  with  our  hands,  not  with  our  feet."     He  was  then  faid  to  have 
repeated,  from  fome  poet,  a  tragic  exclamation  in  the  character  of 
Hercules  :   0  Virtue  !  I  thought  thee  a  fubjlance,  but  Jiud  thee  no  more 
than  an  empty  name,  or  the  Jlave  of  Fortune.     The   vulgar,  in  their 
traditions,  willingly  lend  their  own  thoughts   to   eminent   men   in 
diftrefs  ;  thofe  of  Brutus  are  exprclfed  in  his  letter  to  Atticus-  already 
quoted:   I  have  done  my  part,  and  <w ait  for  the  iffue,  in  which  death 
or  freedom  is  to  follow.     If  he  had  ever  thought  that  a  mere  honour- 
able intention  was  to  enfure  him  fuccefs,  it  is  furpriling  he  was  not 
fooner  undeceived.     Being  now  to  end  his  life,  and  taking  his  leave 
of  the  company  then  prefent,  one  by  one,  he  faid   aloud,  That  he 
was  happy  in  never  having  been  betrayed  by  any  one  he  had  trufted 
as  a  friend.     Some  of  them,  to  whom  he  afterwards  whifpered  apart, 
were  obferved  to  burft  into  tears  ;  and  it  appeared  that  he  requefted 
their  afliftance  in  killing  himfelf;  for  he  foon  afterwards  executed  this 
purpofe,  in  company  with  one  Strato  and  fome  others,  whom  he  had  . 
taken  afide. 

This  cataflrophe',.  as  ufual,  fet  the  imaginations  of  men  to  work ; 
and  many  prodigies  and  prefages  were  believed  to  have  preceded  it, 
A  fpectre,  it  was  faid,  had  prefented  itfelf  in  the  night  to  Brutus,  when 
he  was  about  to  pafs  the  Hellefpont,  told  him  it  was  his  evil  genius, 
and  was  to  meet  him  again  at  Philippi ;  that  here  it  accordingly  again 
appeared  on  the  eve  of  the  late  action, 

Brutus 
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Brutus  was  then  about  thirty-feven  or  forty  years  of  age  5S.  Next 
to  Cato  he,  of  all  the  Romans,  was  fuppofed  to  have  acted  from  the 
pureft  motives  of  public  virtue.  CafTrus  had  too  much  elevation  of 
mind  to  endure  a  mafter  ;  but  Brutus  was  likewife  too  juft  to  have 
ufurped  on  the  rights  of  his  fellow  citizens,  even  if  they  had  been 
in  his  power.  His  character,  however,  in  fome  refpects,  is  queftion- 
able  ;  and  we  may  not,  through  the  difguife  of  manners  fo  different 
from  our  own,  be  able  to  afcertain  the  truth.  Cicero,  who  is  at  once 
the  principal  author  of  his  fame  and  of  the  exceptions  which  are  taken 
againft  it,  charges  him  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  arrogance,  and 
■complains  of  the  tone  which,  while  yet  a  young  man,  he  took  even 
with  himfelf sr.  He  likewife  relates  fome  particulars  of  a  loan  which 
one  Scaptius  had  tranfacted  for  Brutus  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and 
of  which  the  payment  was  exacted  under  the  proconfulate  of  Cicero, 
with  circumftances  of  uncommon  avarice  and  cruelty ;  and  that  in 
this  he  even  prefumed  to  demand  that  the  Roman  Prcconful  fhould 
fupport  him  with  all.  his  authority.  The  loan  was  ufurious,  and,  in 
exacting  the  payment  of  it,  the  Senate  ofSalamis,  in  the  ifland  of 
Cypiais,  had  been  furrounded  by  a  party  of  cavalry,  and  fhut  up 
from  the  ufe  of  food.  Cicero  writes  of  this  proceeding  to  Atticus, 
with  every  expreflion  of  blame  and  indignation  ;  and  yet  Brutus, 
then  a  young  man,  continued  to  be  held  in  the  higheft  veneration 
and  efteem  by  perfons  who  were  acquainted  with  thefe  particulars. 
"  If  you  fhould  have  no  other  advantage,"  fays  Atticus,  in  writing 
to  Cicero,  "  from  your  prefent  government,  but  the  opportunity  of 
*'  gaining  the  friendfhip  of  Brutus,  this  alone  will  be  enough."  And 
Cicero  himfelf  frequently  mentions  Brutus,  after  this  tranfaction,  with 


56  Liv.  Epitome,  lib.  cxliv.      Vcl.  Pater-     Ad  me  an  tern  etiam  ciim  rogat  aliquid,  con- 
culus,  c.  72.  tumacker,    arroganter,  «i-jiwuWw?>  folet  fcri- 

57  Ad  Attic,  lib.  v.  ep.  2i    &  lib.  vi.  ep.  1.     bcre. 
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peculiar  expreffions  of  admiration   and  love  s\      So   that  we  muft 
either  fuppofe  Brutus  to  have  been  innocent  of  this  extortion  and 
cruelty  committed  by  his  agent  in  Cyprus,  or  that  fuch  proceedings, 
though  contrary  to  law,  were  fo  much  authoriled  by  the  practice  of 
the  times,  as  to  ftain  the  manners  of  the  age  much  more  than  the 
characters  of  individuals.     Of  thefe  conjectures,  perhaps,  both  are 
in  part  to  be  admitted  :   the  law  of  the  republic  forbidding  the  intereft 
of  money  under  the  denomination  of  ufury,  inflamed,  rather  than 
prevented,  the  evil.     Under  this  prohibition,  the  neceflitous  borrower 
was  made  to  pay  for  the  rifk  and  obloquy  which  the  lender  incurred 
by  tranfgrefling  the  law,  as  well  as  for  the  ufe  of  his  money.     It  was 
impoflible  to  prevent  what  is  neceflary  in  the   common  courfe   of 
things  ;  perfbns  having  occafion  for  money  muft  borrow  ;  and  per- 
fons  having  money  will  lend,  in  order  to   reap   the  benefit  of  it. 
It  appears  to   have  been  cuftomary  with   towns  in  the   provinces, 
with  corporations,  and  with  dependent  princes,  to  borrow  money  at 
exorbitant  intereft  from  the  rich  at  Rome ;  and  probably  to  employ 
that  money  in   making  prefents  to  gain  the  powerful 5P.     Pompey 
had   great  fums  owing  to  him  in  Afia,  and  likewife  received  great 
prefents  from  thence.     Thefe   we    muft  admit  to   have   been  great 
abufes ;  but  individuals  are  not  always  accountable  for  the  abufes  of 
their  age,  even  where  they   have  not  corrected   them  in  their  own 
practice. 

Brutus  and  Caffius,  the  laft  unfuccefsful  leaders  of  the  repub^ 
lican  party,  even  after  it  became  a  crime  to  mention  their  names 
with  refpect,  were  revered  in  fecret  by  every  perfon  who  had  any 
memory  or  conception  of  the  ancient  republic,  and  will,  in  every 
age,  be  held  in  eftimation  by  thofe  who  conceive  merit  as  independ- 
ent of  fortune.     Even  Antony,  it  is  faid,  when  the  death  of  Brutus 

58  Vid.  lib.  de  Claris  Oratoribus,  cap.  3.  &c.  &e.  This  book  is  exprefsly  dated  after  the 
return  of  Cicero  from  Cilicia.  "  Cicer.  ad  Attic,  lib-,  v.  ep,  21. 

Vol.  ILL  D  d  was 
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BOOK  was  reported  to  him-,  exprefied  the  highefl  refpedt.  for  his  memory,, 
covered  his  remains  with  the  imperial  robe  which  he  himfelf  were 
in  the  field,  and  ordered  his  obfequies  to  be  performed  with  the 
highefl  marks  of  diftinction  and  honour60;  in  this  inftance  pro- 
bably a&ing  from  policy,  or,  under  all  the  vices  of  diffipation  and 
profligacy  with  which  he  was  charged,  knowing  how  to  feize  the  oc~ 
cafion  of  gaining  public  efteem,  by  fplendid  pretenlions  to  generofity 
and  candour. 

Octavius,  who  far  excelled  his  colleague  fn  the  ordinary  arts  of 
discretion-  and  policy,  is  reprefented  as  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  his 
behaviour  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It  is  fud  that  he  ordered  the 
head  of  Brutus  to  be  carried  into  Italy,  and  expofed  on  Cxfar's 
tomb  ;  and,  among  other  proofs  of  infolence  and  cruelty  which  he 
gave  in  the  prefent  profperous  tide  of  his  fortunes,  that  having 
among  his  prifoners  a  father  and  a  fon  of  the  name  of  Floras,  he 
ordered  that  one  of  them  fhould  be  put  to  death,  and  that  they  mould' 
eaft  lots,  or  fight,  to  determine  which  fhould  be  fpared.  Under  this 
cruel  fentence,  the  father  intreated  that  he  himfelf  might  die.  Oc- 
tavius  attended  to  fee  the  execution  ;  and,  after  the  death  of  the 
father,  likewife  witneifed  that  of  the  fon,  who  killed  himfelf 5J. 

That  part  of  the  vanquished  army  which  fled  to  the  heights,  being 
about  fourteen  thoufand  men,  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  laft  o£ 
their  leaders,  furrendered  themfelves,  and  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween Ottavius  and  Antony.  Thole  who  remained  in  the  camp,  or 
at  any  of  the  out-pofts  of  the  army,  likewife  laid  down  their  arms>. 
Of  the  perfons  of  rank  who  partook  in  the  wreck  of  their  party  at' 
Philippi,  fome  efcaped  by  fea,  and  joined  Sextus  Pompeius  in  Sicily,., 
now  the  fole  refuge  of  tliofe  who  adhered  to  the  commonwealth. 
Others   killed  themfelves,  or  in  the  late  action  had  refilled  quarter,. 

80  Plut.  in  Antonio  et  Bruto. 

"  Suetorr.  in  Oftav.   c,  14.     Dio.  Can",  dates  this  £articuiar  after  the  battle  of  Aclium. 

audi 
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and  fought  till  they  were  (lain.  Among  the  firft  were  Livlus  Dm-  c  ^y^  p° 
fus,  the  father  of  Livia,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Octavius.  Among 
the  fecond  were  two  young  men  of  diftinguifhed  names  ;  Cato,  the 
fon  of  him  who  died  at  Utica,  and  Lucius  Caffius,  nephew  of  the 
late  general.  Labeo,  with  great  deliberation,  prepared  a  grave  for 
himfelf  in  his  tent,  wrote  to  his  family  at  Rome,  gave  directions 
about  his  affairs,  and  then  fubmitted  himfelf  to  a  perfon  whom  he 
had  retained  to  put  an  end  to  his  life. 

It  appears  to  have  been  a  point  of  honour  among  the  Romans  of 
this  age,  to  perifh  by  their  own  hands  rather  than  by  that  of  their 
antagonifts,  otherwife  they  could  have  eafily,  when  fortune  appeared 
to  have  declared  againft  them,  forced  the  enemy  to  beftow  that  death 
which  they  afterwards  obtained  with  great  reluctance  from  their 
friends  ;  and  perhaps,  in  forcing  matters  to  this  extremity,  they  might 
have  turned  the  fortune  of  battle.  Csfar  feems  to  have  owed  his 
victory,  on  fome  occasions,  to  efforts  of  this  fort,  and  his  party  in 
general  prevailed  by  their  perfeverance  under  checks  and  difficulties, 
as  much  as  by  the  advantage  they  took  of  their  victories  ". 

61  See  the  Hiflory  of  the  Campaigns  or.  the  Segra  at  Dyrrachium,  and  in  Africa. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Immediate  Confequences   of  the  Event  at  Philippi. New  Partition 

of  the  Empire  made  by  0 flavins  and  Antony.— — Their  Separation. 

Progrefs  of  Otlavius  at  Rome. His  Friends  Macenas  and 

Agrippa. Alarm  and  Diflrefs  in  Italy  on  the  Difpoffeffion  of  the 

Inhabitants  to  make   way  for  the    Troops. Jealoufy  of  Fulvia 

and  Lucius   Antonius. Blockade  and  Reduclion  of  Perufia. 

Progrefs  of  Antony  in  Afia.  >         His  Stay  at  Alexandria. Re- 
turn to  Italy. Accommodation  with  Sextus  Pompeius. Return 

of  Oclavius  and  Antony  to  Rome. Their  Policy. 

MONG  the  immediate  confequences  of  the  late  event  at  Phi- 
is  mentioned  the  death  of  Porcia,  the  wife  of  Brutus,, 
and  the  daughter  of  Cato.  Being  fufpe&ed  of  an  intention  to  kill. 
herfelf,  watched  by  her  fervants,  and  anxioufly  precluded  from  the 
ordinary  means  of  effecting  that  purpofe,  fhe  fwallowed  burning 
coals,  and  expired.  This  was  faid  to  have  happened  on  hearing  of 
her  hufband's  death  ;  but  Plutarch  cites  a  letter  of  Brutus,  extant  in 
his  own  time,  from  which  it  appeared  that  this  cataftrophe'  preceded 
the  death  of  Brutus,,  and  was  imputed  to  the  negligence  of  her  fer- 
vants, who  attended  her  in  the  delirium  of  a  fever  \ 

By  the  battles  which  had  been  fought  in  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  by  the  late  maffacre  in  Italy,  and  by  the  event  of  the  war  at 
Philippi,  the  laft  pillars  of  the  commonwealth  feemed  to  be  removed,, 
or  but  a  few  of  its  members  were  left  who  had  any  zeal  for  its  pre- 
fervation,     O&avius  and  Antony,  upon  the  total  and  decifive  viftory 

*  Plut.  in  Biuto. 

they 
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they  had  gained,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  pretentions  of  c  UA  p* 
Lepidus,  made  a  new  partition  of  the  empire.  Octavius,  to  his  \ — — * — -> 
former  lot,  had  an  addition  of  Spain  and  Numidia ;  Antony  that  of 
the  farther  Gaul  and  the  province  of  Africa  *.  It  was  agreed  be- 
tween them,  that  Antony  mould  profecute  the  remains  of  the  war 
in  the  Eaft,  and  raife  the  necefTary  contributions  to  enable  them  to 
fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  army :  that  Octavius  fhould  return 
into  Italy,  conduct  the  war  againft  Sextus  Pompeius,  reprefs  the  de- 
signs of  Lepidus,  in  cafe  he  mould  be  diffatisfied  with  the  prefent 
arrangement,  and  in  proper  time  fettle  the  veterans  on  the  lands 
which  had  been  allotted  to  them.  Thefe  articles  were  committed  to 
writing,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged.  Antony  having  received 
from  Oclavius  a  reinforcement  of  two  legions,  departed  for  Afia,  and 
Oclavius  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Rome. 

When  accounts  of  the  final  action  at  Philippi  were  received  in  the 
city,  a  thankfgiving  was  ordered ;  and,  inftead  of  being  limited  to 
fifty  or  to  fixty  days,  as  in  the  late  decrees  which  had  part  in 
honour  of  Julius  Caefar,  this  feftival  was  now  to  be  continued  for 
an  entire  year.  In  proportion  to  the  approaches  which  the  repub- 
lican party  made  to  its  entire  extinction,  the  few  who  remained  of 
it  carried  an  affectation  of  joy  that  kept  pace  with  their  real  forrow,. 
Their  fears  broke  forth  in  profufe  expreffions  of  pretended  attachment 
and  zeal  for  the  honour  of  thofe  whom  they  dreaded. 

Under  fuch  an  afpect  of  gladnefs,  covering  extreme  anxiety  or 
terror,  the  pacific  inhabitants  of  Italy  looked  for  the  arrival  of  an 
army  which  was  to  be  gratified  with  their  richefl  poffeflions.  They 
remembered  what  had  pafled  at  former  military  entries  into  Rome-, . 
and  they  anticipated  the  fufFerings  which  were  to  be  expected  from 
a  young  man  who  had,  during  fome  time,  and  from  mere  policy, 

*  Bio,  Caff,  lib.  xlviii.  c.  u 
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HOOK   afrumed  an  air  of  moderation,  and  employed   every  artifice  to  for- 
v. 

ward  his  purpofe  ;  but  in  proportion  as  he  became  fecure  of  his  end, 

threw  off  his.  original  mafk,  and  concurred  in  ufurpations  the  mojl 
■bloody  of  any  that  had  been  known  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Octavius 
being  detained  by  ficknefs  on  his  way  to  the  city,  thefe  gloomy  ap- 
prehenfions  gained  force  from  delay.  It  was  fuppofed  that  he  de- 
ferred his  arrival  only  while  he  adjufted  his  plan,  or  took  meafures 
to  render  its  effe&s  more  certain.  Every  one  exaggerated  the  evil, 
but  no  one  thought  of  a  remedy,  Such  was  the  prefent  ftate  of  a 
helplefs  Nobility  and  People,  the  remains  of  a  commonwealth,  long 
accuftomed  to  dominion,  retaining  their  haughtineis  while  they  loft 
their  vigour,  long  defirous  of  power,  but  unable  to  fuflain  the  weight 
of  a  free  conftitution. 

Octavius  gave  notice  to  the  Senate,  that  his  coming  was  delayed 
by  ficknefs,  accepted  the  decree  of  a  continued  thanksgiving  for  the 
late  victory  obtained  at  Philippi,  but  defired  it  might  be  underftood, 
that  this  honour  was  conferred  on  account  of  the  exemplary  juflice 
he  had  done  on  the  affaiTins  of  his  father.  The  cunning  with  which 
he  occafionally  dropt  this  pretence,  or  with  which  he  refumed  it,  as 
the  motive  of  all  his  purfuits,  forms  a  ftriking  part  in  his  character. 
He  at  one  time  co-operated  with  the  confpirators,  and  declared  it  to 
he  his  intention,  in  conjunction  with  them,  to  reftore  the  republic. 
Pie  accordingly  promoted  the  refolutions  which  were  taken  at  Rome 
in  favour  of  Decimus,  as  well  as  Marcus  Brutus  and  CaiTius  ;  he  pro- 
moted the  election  of  Cafca  into  the  office  of  Tribune ;  he  raifed  an 
army  to  fupport  them  againft  Antony,  and  took  into  his  councils  the 
moft  vehement  partizans  of  the  Senate.  "  Even  Servius  Galba, 
"  holding  the  very  dagger  with  which  he  murdered  Cttfar"  faid  An- 
tony to  him,  in  his  letter  during  the  fiege  of  Mutina,  "  is  now  em- 
ployed in  your  camp  V     As  he  often,  however,  on  former  ~  oc- 

2  Ciccr.  Philip.     Antcny  to  Ottavius  and  Hiitius. 

3  cafions, 
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cafions,  courted  the  army,  by  affeding  a  pious  intention  to  avenge    CHAP, 
his  father's  death,  fo  he  now  recurred  to  the  fame  pretence,  as  the    ■ .    -,'-,  .^ 
moil  likely  to  counterbalance  the   favour  that  was  paid  to  the  me- 
mory of  Brutus  and  Caffius,  and  the  general  regret  which  attended 
the  cataftrophe  of  the  laft  fcene  that  was  aded  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

About  this  time,  Odavius  was  known  to  have  in  his  fervice  two  u.  C.  712. 
officers  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  Marcus  Vipfanius  Agrippa  and  Caius   \\  £"v°iiuU£' 
Cimius  Maecenas;  both  we'l  qualified  in  their  refpedive  parts  to  fup-  YaticaIfa,>" 
port  him  in  the  pretenfions  he  had  formed  on  the  empire.     The  firft, 
by  his  courage  and  military  abilities,  was  qualified  to  fupply  or  to  con- 
ceal his  defects  as  a  foldier ;   the  fecondv  by  his  induftry,  his  temper, 
his  choice  of  friends,  and  his  fitnefs  to  foften  the  manners  cf  the 
times,  by  diverting  the  minds  of  men  from  objeds  of  public  diflxefe 
to  the  elegant  and  amufing  occupations  of  literary  genius,  well  qua- 
lified to  fmooth  all  difficulties  in  the  way  of  his  civil  adminiftratioa. 
Although  it  had  not  yet  appeared  in  what  degree  Odavius  was  to  commit 
Ids   affairs  to  fuch   able  hands,  his  difcernment   in   choofing  them 
might  be  confidered  as  the  prefage  of  a  fortune  not  depending  on 
accidents,  but  founded    in   a   real    afcendant  of  underftanding  and 
judgment. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  young  C^efar  at  Rome,  he  gave  aflurances 
to  the  Senate  of  his  intention  to  avoid  all  urmeceflary  ads  of  fe- 
verity  3.  But  the  firft  objed  of  his  adminiftration  being  to  fettle  the 
veterans  on  the  polTeffions  which  they  had  been  made  to  exped  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  he  was  very  fcon  led  into  a  fcene  cf  extreme 
violence,  and  involved  in  great  difficulties. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Triumvirate  the  army  had  been  flattered 
with  the  hopes  of  being  fettled  on  the  moft  fertile  lands,  or  in  the 

3-Dio.  Caff,  lib.xliii.  c.  3, 

wealthiefb 
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BOOK  wealthieft  cities  of  Italy.  In  order  to  fulfil  thefe  expectations,  it 
was  necefTary  to  difpoflefs  the  ancient  inhabitants ;  and  as  this  was 
to  be  done  without  any  pretence  of  forfeiture,  or  delinquency  of 
any  fort,  the  unhappy  ftnTerers  pleaded,  that  the  lands  intended  for 
the  army  mould  be  taken  by  lot,  or  in  equal  proportions,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  empire.  But  the  foldiers  were  abfolute,  and  not  to  be 
fatisfied  but  by  immediate  poifeilion  of  the  lots  which  had  been  actually 
afligned  as  the  reward  of  their  fervices.  A  general  order  was  ac- 
cordingly figned  for  the  prefent  occupiers  of  thofe  lands  to  remove. 
The  victims  of  this  feverity  repaired  to  Rome  in  entire  families  ; 
perfons  of  every  fex,  age,  and  condition  crowded  the  ftreets,  took 
fhelter  in  the  temples  and  other  places  of  public  refort,  and  filled  the 
city  with  complaints  and  lamentations  +.  "  The  ancient  inhabitants 
"  of  Italy,  citizens  of  Rome,"  they  faid,  "  were  ftripped  of  their 
"  poiTeflions,  and  turned  out  to  perifh  with  their  children,  to  make 
"  way  for  adventurers  who  had  fubverted  the  laws  of  their  country, 
"  and  who  were  to  perpetuate  the  military  ufurpation  they  had  efta- 
**  blifhed.  The  fame  violent  hands  which  had  ftripped  the  Roman 
"  People  of  their  fovereignty,  were  now  to  be  let  loofe  on  their 
"  property.  The  innocent,  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  late 
"  troubles,  were  to  be  facrificed  merely,  becaufe  their  poffeffions  fuited 
"  the  conveniency  of  thofe  who  had  already  brought  lb  many  evils 
"  on  the  commonwealth.  They  had  been  promifed  protection  from 
"  this  party ;  but  were  now  to  fuffer  from  their  pretended  pro- 
"  tectors  and  friends,  greater  evils  than  any  conquered  province  had 
*  ever  endured  from  the  worft  of  its  enemies." 

4  Publius  Virgilius  Maro  is  faid   to  have  mus).     But  being  recommended  to  Maecenas 

been   of  this  injured  train.     Having  had  a  by  Afinius  Pollio,  who  commanded  in   that 

fmall  property  in  land  near  Mantua,   he  was  part  of  Italy,  he  obtained,   from   the  refpeft 

ftripped  of  it  to  make  way  for  an  officer  of  that  was  due  to  his  fine  genius,  a  protection 

the  legions;  a  wrong   to   which   he  fo  ten-  which  humanity  and  juftice  owed  equally  to 

derly  alludes  in  his  eclogue  (Nos  patriae  fines  every  other  perfon  that  was  involved  in  this 

et  dukia  linquimus  arva,  nos  patriam  fugi-  calamity. Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 
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To  thefe  complaints  both  the  army  and  its  leaders  were  equally  in- 
fenfible,  and  proceeded,  in  particular  inftances,  to  acts  of  violence, 
which  the  execution  of  their  general  purpofe  did  not  require.  They 
kept  the  minds  of  the  people  in  fnfpence  by  their  indecifion  in  choo- 
fing  their  lots  ;  by  quitting  thofe  which  were  at  firft  afligned,  in  or- 
der to  exchange  them  for  others ;  and,  by  leaving  particular  perfons 
without  any  regular  grant  or  afhgnment,  to  make  free  with  fuch 
lands  as  fuited  their  conveniency.  The  leaders  were  obliged  to  con- 
nive at  what  they  could  not  reflrain,  and  gave  way  to  a  violence  to 
which  they  owed  the  poffeffion  of  their  power 6. 

The  army  now  confidering  the  lands  of  Italy  as  their  property, 
looked  upon  every  perfon  inclined  to  protect  the  antient  inhabitants 
as  their  enemy,  relented  every  delay  that  was  made  in  gratifying 
their  defires,  and  were  equally  infolent  to  their  own  officers  as  they 
were  to  the  People.  A  party  being  aflembled  in  the  Campus  Martius 
to  receive  their  difmiffion  and  their  alignments  of  land  ;  and  having 
fome  time  waited  for  Octavius,  from  whom  they  expected  fatisfaction 
in  thefe  particulars,  became  impatient  and  clamorous,  laid  violent 
hands  on  Nonius,  a  Centurion,  who  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  and 
even  threw  him  into  the  river,  where  he  perifhed.  Tbey  afterwards 
dragged  the  dead  body  on  more,  and  placed  it  on  the  way  by  which 
their  general  was  to  pafs,  as  a  warning,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  not 
flight  their  difpleafure.  O&avius  being  informed,  before  he  came 
abroad,  of  this  menacing  infult  which  had  been  offered  to  his  autho- 
rity, faw  the  neceffity  of  not  appearing  to  be  moved.  He  paffed  the 
dead  body  without  feeming  to  obierve  it,  made  the  intended  diftri- 
bution  of  land  to  the  troops ;  and  affecting  to  confider  the  murder 
of  Nonius  as  the  effect  of  a  private  quarrel,  in  which  he  was  to 
take  no  part,  left   this  dangerous  meeting  with  an  exhortation,  that 

*  Appian.  lib.  v. 

Vol.  Ill,  *  E  e  they 
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BOOK  they  fhould  not  weaken  their  own  caufe  by  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves. 

The  cohorts  which  Oclavius  retained  for  the  ordinary  guard  of 
his  own  perfon,  treated  him,  on  occafion,  with  equal  difrefpedi.  As 
an  inftance  of  this  fort,  it  is  mentioned,  that  one  of  their  body  having, 
at  the  public  theatre,  feated  himfelf  on  the  Equeftrian  bench,  and 
the  audience  being  fcandalized  at  this  act  of  prefumption,  the  foldier 
was  removed  by  order  of  his  general ;  but  his  companions  being 
made  to  believe  that  he  was  carried  away  to  be  put  to  death,  placed 
themfelves  in  the  way  of  Odtavius,  as  he  paffed  from  the  theatre, 
and,  with  clamours  and  threats  of  inftant  revenge,  demanded  their 
fellow-foldier  to  be  reftored.  Having  prevailed  in  this  particular, 
they  called  upon  him  to  declare  what  ufage  he  had  received  ;  and 
when  they  were  told  by  himfelf  that  no  violence  had  been  offered  to 
him,  they  alleged  that  he  was  hired  to  conceal  the  truth,  and  to  be- 
tray the  honour  of  the  army,  and  were  fcarcely  to  be  appealed  by 
his  repeated  affeverations  to  the  contrary. 

In  thefe  dangerous  times,  enormities  which  were  committed  by 
diforderly  perfons  of  any  defcription  being  imputed  to  the  foldiers, 
were  fuffered  to  pafs  with  impunity.  Robbery  and  murders  became 
frequent,  and  the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  provincial  towns, 
was  infefted  by  perfons  who,  either  from  neceffity,  or  from  the  licence 
of  the  times,  fubfifted  by  rapine.  No  property  was  fafe,  and  the  con- 
dition of  perfons  of  all  parties  equally  infecure.  At  Rome  the  rent 
of  houfes  fell  to  a  fourth,  and  whole  ftreets  appeared  to  be  de- 
ferted r. 

In  this  diftracled  fcene,  neverthelefs,  there  were  perfons  who  en- 
vied Octavius  the  hateful  pre-eminence  which  he  feemed  to  enjoy. 
Among  thefe  Manius,  the  perfon  entrufted  with  the  affairs  of  Mark 

7  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  9. 

5  Antony, 
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Antony,  Lucius  his  brother,  now  in  the  office  of  Conful,  and  Fuivia    CHAP, 
his  wife,  afpiring  to  a  fhare  of  the  government,  became  impatient    ■_  — .— ,.v 
of  an  adminiftration  from  which  they  thought  themfelves  unfairly 
excluded.     Not  only  L.  Antonius,  in   the   capacity  of  Conful,  but 
the  others  alfo,  in  right  of  the  abfent  Triumvir,  thought  themfelves 
intitled  to  more  confideration  than  they  now  enjoyed. 

The  power  of  diftributing  the  lands  and  other  rewards  to  the 
army,  it  was  obferved,  gave  Octavius  a  fignal  advantage  over  his 
colleague,  and  fixed  the  expectations  of  all  men  upon  him  alone. 
By  thefe  means  he  filled  Italy  with  his  own  retainers  and  friends  ; 
and  Fuivia  complained  that  Mark  Antony  fhould  be  thus  deprived  of 
the  fruits  of  a  victory,  which  had  been  obtained  chiefly  by  his  conduct 
and  valour.  She  appealed  to  the  legions,  prefented  herfelf  at  their 
quarters,  and,  with  her  children  in  her  arms,  implored,  what  fhe 
was  pleafed  to  call,   a  matter  of  right  in  behalf  of  her  hufband. 

In  this  manner,  perfons  reprefenting  the  abfent  Triumvir  endea- 
voured to  divide  the  party,  and  to  add  to  the  fcene  of  political  con- 
fufion  already  fubfiiting,  a  breach  and  oppofition  of  intereft  among 
thofe  who  commanded  the  army.  The  country,  at  the  fame  time, 
fuffered'from  the  interruption  that  was  given  by  the  fleets  of  Domitius 
Ahenobarbus  and  Sextus  Pompeius,  from  the  oppofite  ports  of  Illyri- 
cum  and  Sicily,  to  the  importation  of  corn  and  other  neceffaries  ;  and 
this  circumftance,  joined  to  the  uncertainty  of  property,  and  the  other 
caufes  which -interrupted  induftry,  completed  the  diftreffes  of  Italy. 

The  People,  although  they  were  willing  to  fobmit  to  any  govern- 
ment, were  not  likely  to  be  long  able  to  endure  their  prefent  fuffer- 
ihgs.  The  friends  of  Antony  endeavoured  to  load  Octavius  with 
the  blame  of  thefe  evils,  and  thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  wreft  the  government  out  of  his  hands.  They  found  fault  with 
the  provilion  he  had  made  for  the  army  as  too  fcanty  ;  and  they 
joined  in  the  complaints  that  were  made  by  the  fiuTerers,  who  were 

E  e  2  difpoflefled 
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BOOK    difpoflefled  of  their  property  to  make  way  for  the  foldiers.     They 

< ^__>    affected  a  defign  to  reftore  the  republic  ;  and  Lucius  Antonius,  in  the 

character  of  Roman  Conful,  called  upon  the  remaining  friends  of  the 
commonwealth  to  appear  in  fupport  of  their  legal  magiftrate.  He 
profeffed  his  intention  to  make  war  even  on  his  own  brother,  as  well 
as  on  O&avius,  if  he  fhould  perfift  in  his  prefent.  ufurpations,  or 
mould  attempt  to  obftrucT:  the  reftoration  of  the  laws.  But,  not- 
withftanding  his  profeflions  to  this  purpofe,  he  himfelf,  affe&ing  to 
believe  that  his  perfon  was  in  danger,  put  his  attendants  under  arms,, 
and  paraded  the  ftreets  at  the  head  of  a  military  force ;  a  meafure 
that  was  ever  confidered  at  Rome  as  the  intimation  of  a  defign  to  ufurp 
the  government. 

Octavius,  greatly  provoked  by  thefe  attacks  which  were  made 
upon  him  by  the  representatives  of  Antony,  repudiated  the  daughter 
of  Fulvia,  whom,  at  the  formation  of  the  Triumvirate,  he  had  be- 
trothed merely  to  ferve  a  political  purpofe,  and  whom  he  now  re- 
turned to  her  family,  with  exprefs  declarations  of  his  never  having, 
had  any  commerce  with  her  as  his  wife.  Fulvia,  affe&ing  to  con- 
fider  this  infult  as  a  prelude  to  greater  injuries,  appealed  to  Lepidus 
in  behalf  of  his  abfent  colleague,  and  withdrew  to  Prsenefte,  whither 
great  numbers  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  both  civil  and  military, 
•  flocked  to  her  ftandard.  Here  fhe  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  held  regular  councils,  and,  with  a  fword  by  her  fide,  gave  the 
parole,  and  frequently  harangued  the  troops. 

In  thefe  hafly  advances  to  a  rupture,  reprefentations  to  Antony, 
and  preparations  for  war,  were  equally  made  on  both  fides.  It  was 
yet  uncertain  how  the  army  might  divide  between  the  parties.  Oc- 
tavius  was  likely,  by  his  prefence,  to  command  the  fuperior  number; 
but  great  part  of  the  forces  now  in  Italy  had  been  levied  in  the  name 
of  Antony,  and  ftill,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  armies,  bore 
his  name  on  their  fhields.     The  two  legions  which  were  to  have 

been 
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been  transferred  to  Octavius,  to  replace  thofe  which  he  had  given  to 
Antony  in  Macedonia,  were  ftill  retained  by  Lucius  Antonius  for 
his  brother.  The  provinces  of  Gaul,  with  considerable  armies,  ready 
to  march  into  Italy,  were  under  the  government  of  Ventidius,  of 
Plancus,  and  of  Afinius  Pollio,  who  were  the  adherents  of  Antony, 
a-nd  likely  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.  Antony  himfelf,  by  the  Superiority 
of  his  military  character,  had,  in  the  courfe  of  his  joint  operations 
with  Octavius,  greatly  furpaffed  him,  and  had  acquired  a  high  de- 
gree of  reputation  with  the  troops.  It  was,  therefore,  neceilary  for 
his  rival  to  proceed  with  great  caution,  and  not  raihly  to  draw  upon 
himfelf,  in  this  quarrel,  the  weight  of  his  colleague's  authority,  nor 
to  dilguft  the  army,  by  appearing  to  be  the  aggreffor  in  a  war  be- 
tween their  leaders. 

Such  difputes  were  certainly  in  general  diSagreeable  to  the  army, 
who,  having  Subdued  the  republic,  hoped,  now  at  their  eafe,  to 
divide  its  fpoils.  It  was  neceSTary,  therefore,  for  Odlavius,  if  a  war 
Should  enSue,  to  make  it  appear  to  be  the  work  of  his  enemies.  For 
this  purpofe  he  formed  at  Rome  a  council  of  the  principal  officers ; 
propofed  that  they  Should  make  enquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the 
prefent  diSTention,  and  oblige  thofe  who  were  in  fault  to  fubmit  to 
their  decrees. 

Fulvia  and  her  partizans  called  this  military  convention  by  a  ludi- 
crous name,  which  we  may  tranflate  the  Ammunition  Senate  s,  andi 
refufed  to  fubmit  their  caufe  to  fo  new  a  tribunal. 

The  army  in  general  was  alarmed  at  the  profpedt  of  feeing  the 
civil  war  renewed.  Two  legions  that  had  firft  ferved  under  Cxfar, 
and  afterwards  under  Antony,  being  now  quartered  at  Ancona,  fent 
a  deputation  to  Rome,  with  intreaties  that  the  parties  would  avoid  a 
rupture.     They  were  referred  by  Odavius  to  L.  Antonius,  who,  he 

*  Senatus  Caligatus. 

Said, 
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(kid,  was  the  aggrefTor ;  and  proceeding,  attended  by  a  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  Prsenefte,  where  the  heads  of  the  oppofite  party- 
were  aiTembled,  befeeched  them  to  fpare  the  republic,  already  too 
much  afflicted  with  civil  diifentions.  They  were  told  for  anfwer, 
"  That  Oclavius  Was  the  aggreilbr  ;  that  while  his  colleague  was 
"  railing  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  army,  he  was  artfully  chang- 
"  ing  the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  and  occupying  all  the  important  fla- 
"  tions  of  the  empire  with  his  own  retainers  and  creatures ;  that  the 
"  money,  which,  under  pretence  of  fupporting  the  war  againft 
"  Sextus  Pompeius,  had  been  taken  from  the  treafury,  was  by  Oc- 
"  tavius  diverted  from  its  ufe,  and  employed  in  corrupting  the 
**  troops  of  his  friend  ;  that  the  eftates  of  the  profcribed,  under  the 
"  pretence  of  fales,  at  which,  befides  the  creatures  of  Octavius, 
"  there  was  no  man  to  purchafe,  had  been  actually  employed  by  him 
*  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  that,  if  he  really  meant  to  avoid  a  rupture, 
"  he  ought  to  do  nothing,  without  confulting  the  friends  of  his  coi- 
""  league,  who  were  equally  entitled  with  himfelf  to  fhare  in  the 
"  fruits  of  their  common  victory  obtained  at  Philippi.  But  I  know," 
laid  Lucius  Antonius,  "  the  falfehood  of  Octavius ;  while  he  amufes 
"  you  with  the  hopes  of  a  negociation  and  treaty,  and  with  profef- 
"  lions  of  having  nothing  at  heart  befides  your  intereft,  he  is  arming 
"  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  has  reinforced  the  garrifon 
"  of  Brundiiium,  with  an  evident  purpofe  to  obftrucl  the  return  of 
"  his  colleague,  and  your  principal  friend,  into  Italy." 

Oclavius  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  capital,  in  order  that  he  might 
appear  to  have,  not  only  the  authority  of  government,  but  the  counte- 
nance likewife  of  all  the  more  refpectable  citizens  of  Rome  on  his  iide, 
called  an  aflembly  of  the  Senate,  at  which  he  invited  the  Equeftrian 
order  to  attend.  He  reprefented  to  this  alfembly  the  calamities  that 
were  now  impending  over  Italy  from  the  jealoufy  and  reftlefs  ambi- 
tion of  a  few  perfons,  who  called  themfelves  the  friends  of  Mark 

Antony, 
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Antony,  and  he  exhorted  them  with  one  accord  to  join  him  in  avert-    c  H^A  p- 

ing  thefe  evils.     He  accordingly  obtained  a  deputation  to  be  lent  to    v « ' 

Pramefte',  where  the  heads  of  the  oppolite  party  were  ftill  affembled, 
to  remonftrate  againft  their  procedure.  This  meafure  however  had 
no  other  effect,  belides  that  which  Oclavius  propofed  by  it,  that  of 
transferring  to  his  enemies  the  blame  of  all  the  evils  which  were 
expected  to  follow. 

An  expedient  was  propofed,  more  likely  to  prevent  thefe  evils,  by 
a  conference  to  be  held  by  the  military  officers  of  the  oppofite  fides» 
who,  perceiving  themfelves  about  to  be  involved  in  a  quarrel,  were 
extremely  averfe  to  rifk  all  the  advantages  they  had  already  obtained, 
without  any  profpect  of  gain.  This  expedient  of  a  military  congrefs 
was  fuggefted  by  the  officers  themfelves,  and  was  readily  embraced 
by  their  leaders.  Gabii  being  half  way  from  Prasnefte  to  Rome 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  at  which  they  mould  meet ;  but  on  the 
day  on  which  they  were  to  open  their  conference,  parties  of  horfe 
having  been,  from  fome  remains  of  diftruft,  without  any  concert, 
lent  forward  on  both  fides  to  efcort  their  deputies,  and  mutually  to 
obferve  each  other,  they  met  unexpectedly  on  the  highway,  and 
coming  to  blows,  numbers  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  intended 
convention  was  dropped. 

Each  of  the  parties,  in  confequence  of  this  accident,  publifhed  a 
manifefto,  and  began  to  affemble  in  a  hoftile  manner.  Lucius  An- 
tonius  had  ordered  new  levies,  and  with  thefe,  joined  to  the  troops 
already  on  foot,  under  the  authority  of  his  brother,  and  who  were 
now  flationed  in  the  nearer  province  of  Gaul,  under  Calenus,  he 
propofed  to  affemble  an  army  of  eleven  legions. 

Octavius  ordered  fix  legions  under  Salvidienus,  from  Spain  ;   and 
having  already  four  in  Italy,  with   a   confiderable  body  of  troops 
which,  under  the  defignation  of  Praetorian  bands,  made  the  ordinary 
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guai-d  of  his  perfon,  he  took  the  field  to  prevent  the  defigus  of  his 
enemies. 

The  nobility  and  citizens  of  rank  were  divided  ;  but  the  greater 
part,  who  had  yet  any  hopes  of  feeing  the  civil  government  reftored, 
thought  themfelves  fafer  in  the  party  of  the  Conful  Lucius  Antonius, 
than  in  that  of  Cxfar;  and  accordingly  repaired  to  his  camp. 

Sextus  Pompeius,  on  the  eve  of  a  conteft  thus  likely  to  divide  his 
enemies,  might  have  made  himfelf  of  confiderable  confequence,  or 
might  have  obtained  advantageous  terms  from  either  party.  His 
forces  had  been  greatly  augmented  by  the  acceflion  of  two  legions, 
the  remains  of  the  wreck  at  Philippi,  that  had  efcaped  with  Murcus. 
He  might  have  got  a  footing  in  Italy,  and,  by  the  favourable  difpo- 
fition  of  many  who  felt  the  opprefiion  of  the  prefent  government,  or 
dreaded  the  future  effects  of  its  tyranny,  might  have  held  the  ba- 
lance between  the  contending  parties.  He,  neverthelefs,  either  under 
the  notion  of  leaving  his  enemies  to  wafte  their  ftrength  againft  each 
other,  or  not  having  a  fufficient  genius  for  fuch  arduous  enterprifes, 
fuffered  the  opportunity  to  efcape,  and  contented  himfelf  with  endea- 
vouring to  fecure  his  poffeflion  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  which  he 
hoped  to  retain  as  a  patrimony  independent  of  Rome. 

iEnobarbus,  the  other  remaining  leader  or  reprefentative  of  the 
republican  party,  who  was  ftill  hovering  on  the  oppofite  coaft  of 
Italy  with  the  remains  of  the  fleet,  which  he  had  commanded  under 
Brutus  and  Caffius,  made  frequent  defcents,  and  plundered  the  re- 
cent fettlements  of  the  veterans.  He  even  forced  his  way  into  the 
harbour  of  Brundiiium,  took  fome  galleys  belonging  to  Odlavius, 
and  laid  wafte  the  adjacent  country ;  but,  while  he  was  acting  in  a 
manner  equally  hoftile  to  both  parties,  the  forces  of  the  Triumvirs, 
indifferent  to  every  external  enemy,  began  to  affemble  againft  each 
other.  Lepidus  declared  for  Octavius,  and  thefe  two  having  left  the 
t  city 
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city  together,  Lucius  Antonius  preferred  himfelf  at  the  gates,  and-  CHAP, 
was  admitted.  Having  aflembled  the  people,  he  declared  that  his 
intention  was  to  reftore  the  republic.  His  brother,  he  faid,  for  the 
future  delired  no  illegal  powers,  and  was  ready  to  join  in  calling  Oc- 
tavius  and  Lepidus  to  account  for  the  tyranny  they  had  lately  exer- 
cifed  againft  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Italy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  event  of  this  conteft  appeared  to  depend  on 
the  movements  that  were  making  on  the  fide  of  Spain  and  Gaul. 
Salvidienus  being  on  his  march  to  join  Octavius,  Afinius  and  Ven- 
tidius  hung  on  his  rear.  Agrippa,  on  the  part  of  Csefar,  paffed  the 
Po  in  order  to  join  Salvidienus  ;  and  having  fucceeded  in  this  de- 
fign,  they  obliged  Afinius  and  Ventidius  to  remain  on  the  defenfive, 
expecting  the  arrival  of  Lucius  Antonius,  who  was  on  his  march  to 
fupport  them. 

When  Antonius  came  to  a  pafs  of  the  Apennines,  on  the  Flami- 
nian  way,  he  found  the  gorges  of  thefe  mountains  already  occu- 
pied by  Agrippa  and  Salvidienus  ;  not  attempting  to  force  them,  he  - 
fell  back  to  Perufia,  and  fent  orders  to  Ventidius  to  join  him  by  fome 
other  route  ;  but  Octavius  having  got  poffeffion  of  Sentinum  and 
Nurfrn,  two  pofts  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  mountains,  effectually 
prevented  the  junction  of  his  enemies,  aifembled  all  his  forces  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Perufia,  and  inverted  Antonius  in  that  place. 
Lie  drew  a  line  of  circumvalladon,  extending  about  fifty  Madia,  or 
fix  miles,  and  placed  his  army  between  two  parallels,  equally  ftrong, 
againft  any  attempts  that  were  likely  to  be  made  from  the  garrifori, 
or  from  the  field. 

Lucius  Antonius  being  thus  fhut  up  in  Perufia  during  the  au- 
tumn, and  part  of  winter,  and  all  the  efforts  of  Fulvia,  Aiinius, 
Ventidius,  and  Plancus,  to  fuccour  him  being  ineffectual,  he  was  re- 
duced, from  want  of  provisions,  to  the  greateft  extremities,  and 
offered  to  capitulate.- 

Vgl.  IIL  F  f  Odavius, 
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Octavius,  in  accepting  this  offer,  with  his  ufual  addrefs,  took  mea- 
fures  to  divide  his  enemies,  or  to  fow  the  feeds  of  future  jealoufy 
among  them.  He  affected  to  diftinguifh  the  regular  troops,  which 
had  been  formed  to  ferve  under  his  colleague  Mark  Antony, 
from  the  Roman  citizens,  or  rather  fuppofed  diforderly  perfons, 
who  had  taken  a  part  in  this  infurrection.  The  firft,  from 
pretended  refpect  to  their  leader,  he  allowed  to  withdraw  with 
honour,  the  others  he  required  to  furrender  at  difcretion  In 
complying  with  this  requifition,  L.  Antonius  himfelf  fet  the  ex- 
ample, went  forth  in  peribn  to  receive  the  victor's  commands,  and 
being  courteoufly  treated,  alleged  his  duty  as  a  civil  magiftrate,  and 
his  defire  to  reftore  the  commonwealth,  as  an  apology  for  his  con- 
duct:, and  implored  mercy  for  thofe  who  had  embarked  with  him  in 
the  fame  defign.  Octavius  replied,  "  That  as  his  enemies  had  fur- 
"  rendered  themfelves  at  difcretion,  he  mould  make  no  remarks  on 
"  the  truth  of  their  plea,  nor  talk  of  conditions,  where  he  was  not 
"  to  be  bound  by  a  treaty  ;  that  he  muft  now  confider  not  only  what 
"  his  enemies  had  merited,  but  what  was  due  to  himfelf."  Having 
found  among  his  prifoners  fome  of  the  veterans  who  had  ferved  under 
Cxfar,  he  was  difpofed  to  have  ordered  them  all  to  be  executed  ; 
but  obferving  that  this  meafure  was  extremely  offenfive  to  his  own 
army,  he  confined  his  feverities  to  the  Roman  citizens,  who,  he  pre- 
tended, had  on  this  occafion  acted  with  equal  animofity  to  the  army, 
and  to  himfelf.  To  avenge  the  fuppofed  injury  that  was  done  to  the 
army,  all  perfons  of  the  civil  defcription,  found  under  arms,  were 
put  to  death.  Of  thefe,  Cannutius,  C.  Flavius,  Clodius  Bythinicus, 
and  others,  are  mentioned  by  Appian  9.  This  Cannutius  is  faid  by 
Dion  Cafiius  to  have  been  the  Tribune,  who  prefenting  Octavius  to 
his  firft  audience  from  the  People,  contributed  fo  much  to  the  rife  of 
his  fortunes. 

s  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  executions  were  performed  in  the  prefence 
of  Octavius,  and  in  the  manner  of  facrifices  to  the  manes,  or  to  the 
divinity,  of  Julius  Csefar.  In  this  form,  however  deteftable,  they 
were  fuppofed,  in  that  age,  to  carry  an  afpeel  of  piety,  which  fanclified 
the  cruelty  with  which  they  were  ordered,  and  with  which  Octavius  him- 
felf  witnefled  the  fce-ne.  Four  hundred  of  the  Senatorial!  and  Equef- 
trian  order,  are  faid,  by  Dion  Camus  and  Suetonius,  to  have  perifhed 
in  this  manner  ".  The  magiftrates  and  council  of  Perufia,  being  fe- 
parately  ordered  to  execution,  implored  for  mercy,  but  had  one  ge- 
neral anfwer,  You  nutjl  die  ".  The  place  itfelf,  whether  by  the  de- 
iperation  of  its  inhabitants,  or  by  the  outrage  of  thofe  who  were  now 
become  mailers  of  it,  was  fet  on  fire,  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  The 
country  around  being  deferted,  or  laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword,  and 
cleared  of  its  former  poffeffors,  became  a  prey  to  fuch  followers  of 
the  army  as  chofe  to  occupy  it  *\ 

At  the  date  of  this  odious  tranfaction,  Octavius  was  no  more  than 
twenty-three  years  of  age  ;  and  though,  in  former  examples  of 
cruelty,  his  youth  may  have  been  over-ruled  or  milled  by  the  party- 
rage  of  his  colleagues,  yet,  in  this  inftance,,  he  himfeif  betrayed  a 
mercilels  nature,  in  the  effects  of  which  he  had  no  man  to  mare,  or 
to  divide  the  blame  '3 ;  and  the  world  began  to  dread  more  from  the 
feparate  power  which  he  was  about  to  eftablifh,  than  they  did  from 
the  joint  usurpation,  in  which  he  bore  a  part,  with  perfons,  of  whom 
the  one  was  contemned  for  want  of  capacity,  and  the  other  detefted 
for  his  profligate  manners. 

Before  the  breaking  out  cf  this  war  in  Italy,  Domitius  Calvinus   U.  C.  713. 
and  Alinius  Pollio  had  been  deilined  Confuls ;  and  the  year  follow-  Caivinu«, 

Afinius 
Pollio. 

10  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  xlvm.  c.  14.  rt  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  14  Se  rj. 

*"  Sueton.  in  Oflav,  c,  15.  I3  Livii  Epitome,  lib.  exxvi. 
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ing  that,  in  which  thefe  tranfactions  paffed,  is  accordingly  dated  or 
infcribed  with  their  names.  They  were  prevented  however,  by  this 
breach,  between  the  adherents  of  Antony  and  of  Cedar,  from  taking 
the  formal  poffeffion  of  their  office. 

Pollio  holding  his  commifiion  from  Mark  Antony,  although  he 
had  no  opportunity  to  act,  was  underftood  to  join  with  the  brother 
in  the  late  divifion  of  their  parties.  While  the  war  continued,  be- 
ing ftationed  in  his  province  in  the  diftrict  of  Venetia,  he  carried  on 
a  correfpondence  with  iEnobarbus,  and  reprefenting  Lucius  Antonius, 
with  his  title  of  Roman  Conful,  as  legal  head  of  the  republic,  en- 
deavoured to  engage  that  officer  on  his  fide  ;  but,  in  the  event  of  the 
war,  this  correfpondence  was  broke  off,  and  the  military  adherents 
of  Antony  being  difperfed  or  cut  off,  his  relations  and  retainers  fled 
in  different  directions. 

Fulvia,  efcorted  by  three  thoufand  horfe,  took  the  road  to  Brun- 
diiium,  and  from  thence,  with  Plancus  and  fome  other  attendants, 
under  the  convoy  of  five  galleys,  failed  to  Greece  '*.  Julia,  the  aged 
mother  of  Antony,  took  refuge  with  Sextus  Pbmpeius  in  Sicily. 
Thither  likewife  fled  Tiberius  Claudius  Nero,  with  his  wife  Livia 
Drufilla,  and  her  infant  fon,  perfons  often  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
fequel  of  this  hiftory,  as  principal  fharers  in  that  power  which 
now  feemed  to  be  raifed  on  the  ruin  of  their  fortunes.  Others 
had  recourfe  to  the  protection  of  iEnobarbus  on  the  coafl  of 
Apulia. 

While  the  relations  of  Antony  in  Italy  were  engaged  in  this  un- 
fortunate conteft,  he  himfelf  had  paffed  from  Greece  through  Afia 
into  Egypt,  where  believing  all  his  difficulties  were  at  an  end,  he 
indulged  his  natural  difpofition  to  pleafure  and  diffipation.  At 
Ephefus  he  had  afiembled  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 

**  Apgian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 
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Afia,  propofed  a  contribution,  and  reprefented  the  occafion  which 
obliged  his  colleagues  and  himfelf  to  make  a  demand  for  money. 
"  They  were  about  to  diiband  the  army,"  he  faid,  "  confiding  of 
"  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  legions,  to  whom  were  due  great  arrears 
"  of  pay,  together  with  deferved  rewards  and  gratuities  for  pad 
"  fervices.  One  of  my  colleagues,"  he  continued,  "  is  gone  into 
"  Italy  to  provide  fettlements  for  this  numerous  army,  or  rather  to 
"  remove  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  in  order  to  make  way 
"  for  them.  The  talk  of  finding  iupplies  of  money  lies  upon  me, 
"  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  own  we  are  very  moderate,  when  we 
"  demand  no  more  than  you  gave  to  our  enemies.  Neceffity,  how- 
"  ever,  obliges  us  to  exact,  in  one  year,  what  Brutus  and  Caflius  le- 
"  vied  in  two.  Ton  will pleafc  then  to  order"  faid  one  of  the  au- 
"  dience,  "  two  fummers  and  two  harve/ls  in  this  wonderful  year  ; 
"  for  yolli  'lv^°  can  command  us  to  pay  the  tax  of  two  years  in  one,  can 
"  likcwifc  order  the  fruits  cf  both  years  to  be  gathered  in  one'1" 

Antony,  who  paid  more  regard  to  wit  than  to  the  confiderations 
either  ©f  humanity  or  juftice,  was  pleafed  with  this  anfwer,  and 
agreed  that  the  propofed  fubfidy  fhould  be  levied  in  two  years,  in- 
ftead  of  one  ,6.  From  Ephefus,  he  travelled  by  the  coaft  towards 
Syria,  laid  heavy  contributions,  difpofed  of  lands  and  country  feats, 
of  which  he  made  gifts  to  his  retainers  and  followers.  He  received 
frequent  applications  for  fuch  favours  from  thofe  who  attended  him, 
under  pretence  that  the  eftates,  which  they  coveted,  were  either  de- 
ferted  or  occupied  by  an  enemy.  To  his  cook,  in  particular,  he  is 
faid  to  have  given  the  grant  of  a  large  poffeffion,  for  having  pleafed 
him  in  the  dreffing  of  a  fupper.  In  his  own  behaviour,  he  exhibited 
that  difhpation  and  extravagance,  to  which  he  ever  returned  in  the 
moments  of  triumph  and  relaxation,  and  fhewed,  in  the  gaiety  and 

*  Apjuan,  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib,  v,  ,6  Plut.  in  Antonio^ 

fefttvity 


222  THE   PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

BOOK    feftivity  of  his  court,  a  perfect  contraft  to  the  melancholy  with  which 

V  * 

the  inhabitants  of  every  province  were  feized  on  his  approach  I7.  He 
had  probably  feen  Cleopatra  in  Italy,  during  her  intimacy  with  Ju- 
lius Casfar  ;  and  now,  fuppoiing  himfelf  come  in  place  of  that  i'uc- 
cefsful  adventurer  as  head  of  the  empire,  he  thought  of  this  prize  as 
the  reward  of  his  labours,  and  poffibly  confidered  her  as  the  prin- 
cipal ohject  of  his  journey  to  the  Eaft.  In  order  to  heighten  the 
fcene  of  their  meeting,  with  a  farce  to  confifl  of  a  fuppofed  quarrel 
and  reconciliation,  he  affected  to  believe  a  report  of  her  having  or- 
dered her  fleet  from  Cyprus  to  join  that  of  Caffius  in  the  late  war, 
and  he  fent  her  a  formal  fummons  to  meet  him  in  Cilicia,  and  to 
give  in  her  anfwers  to  this  heavy  charge. 

Cleopatra  accordingly  appeared  on  the  Cydnus  on  board  a  galley  v 
with  a  fplendid  retinue,  and  dazzled  the  Roman  Triumvir  with  the 
profuiion  of  her  ornaments,  the  elegance  of  her  equipage,  and  the 
charms  of  her  perfon.  She  was  now  about  nine  and  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  languages  and  manners  of  differ- 
ent nations,  particularly  inftructed  in  the  literature  of  the  Greeks, 
and  being  in  the  maturity  of  wit  and  beauty,  fhe  joined  the  arts  of 
a  coquet,  with  all  the  accomplifhments  which  became  the  birth  and 
the  high  condition  of  a  queen.  Being  invited  to  fup  with  Antony, 
fhe  pleaded  that  he  fhould  begin  with  accepting  her  invitation.  At 
their  firft  entertainment,  obferving  that  his  raillery  favoured  of  the 
camp,  fhe  humoured  him  in  this  manner,  and  even  furpafTed  him  in 
the  freedom  of  her  converfation. 

From  thenceforward  Antony  laid  afide  all  bufinefs,  followed  the 
queen  of  Egypt  to  her  kingdom,  leaving  his  own  provinces  expofed 
to  an  enemy,  by  whom  they  were  foon  after  affailed  and  overrun  ; 
and  while  this  ftorra  was  raging  in  the  Eaft,  and  his  brother,  with 
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his  other  adherents  in  Italy,  were  ftruggling  for  his  fliare  in  the  go-  c  H  A  p« 
vernment  of  the  empire,  and  obliged  to  fly  or  fubmit  to  his  rival, 
he  palled  the  winter  at  Alexandria  in  frolic  and  diffipation  ,s.  To 
gratify  the  jealoufy  of  Cleopatra,  he  ordered  Arfinoe,  her  filter  and 
competitor  for  the  throne,  who  had  hitherto  been  confined  at  Mi- 
letus, to  be  put  to  death.  In  every  other  particular,  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  governed  by  her  caprice,  and  with  the  enfigns  and  at- 
tendance of  a  Roman  Conful,  and  firft  officer  of  the  ftate  in  the  empire, 
lived  like  a  boy  under  the  influence  of  his  firft  amour.  The  courfe 
of  his  pleafures,  however,  was  in  a  little  time  effectually  interrupted, 
by  a  report  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  in  Syria  and  the  Leffer  Afia. 

Pacorus,  the  fon  of  the  king  of  Parthia,  had  paffed  the  Euphrates 
with  a  great  army,  had  overrun  Syria,  and  was  making  hafty  ad- 
vances in  Cilicia.  He  was  conducted  in  this  expedition  by  Labienus, 
a  Roman  officer  ",  who,  on  the  part  of  Brutus  and  Caffius,  had  re- 
fided  at  the  court  of  Parthia,  while  the  fate  of  the  empire  yet  re- 
mained in  fuipence  at  Philippi,  and  who  now  perfuaded  the  Par- 
thians  to  attempt  the  ccnqueft  of  opulent  provinces  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, which,  together  with  the  Roman  republic  itfelf,  were  be- 
come the  pofleffion  of  mere  adventurers,  unacknowledged  and  un- 
fupported  by  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth. 

Upon  this  alarm,  Antony  had  aflembled  the  naval  forces  of  Afia 
and  of  Egypt,  and  had  fet  fail  with  two  hundred  galleys  for  the 
coaft  of  Phoenicia  ;  when  the  mifconduct  and  diflrefs  of  his  rela- 
tions in  Italy  were  reported  to  him,  and  fhewed  him  the  neceffity  of 
directing  thither  the  armament  which  he  had  fitted  out  againft  the 
Parthians,  in  order  to  re-eftablifh  his  intereft,  and  to  fave  the  remains 

>s  Plut.  in  Antonio.  of  Gaul,  and  afterwards  againft  him  in  the 
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BOOK  0f  hjs  power.  **.  Having  committed  the  command  of  his  forces  in 
Afia  therefore  to  Ventidius,  he  fleered  for  Greece.  Upon  his  arrival 
at  Athens,  he  was  received  by  Fulvia,  whofe  falutations  were,  pro- 
bably, lefs  flattering  than  thofe  to  which  he  had  been  lately  accuf- 
tomed  in  Egypt.  The  hufband  and  the  wife,  on  this  occafion,  were 
mutually  difpofed  to  blame  and  to  recriminate.  He  complained  of 
the  flame  which  had  been  fo  unfeafonably  raifed  in  his  affairs  in  Italy, 
and  fhe  of  his  notorious  infidelities  to  her  bed,  and  of  his  remiflhefs 
in  the  care  of  his  intereft.  She  was  fuppofed,  in  fomenting  the  late 
quarrel  with  Oclavius,  to  have  acted  fo  much  fromjealoufy  of  Cleo- 
patra, as  to  have  induftrioufly  created  troubles  in  Italy,  in  order  to 
haften  the  return  of  her  hufband  from  Egypt. 

At  Athens,  Antony  was  likewife  met  by  Scribonius  Libo,  the  fa- 
ther-in-law of  Sextus  Pompeius,  who,  under  pretence  of  conducting 
his  mother  Julia  in  fafety  to  her  fon,  brought  overtures  of  an  al- 
liance and  propofals,  to  form  fome  concert  for  the  conduct  of  their 
operations  on  the  oppofite  coafts  of  Italy  againft  Octavius.  To  this 
propofal,  however,  Antony  made  no  decifive  reply.  In  the  late  par- 
tition of  the  empire,  Italy  was  not  made  a  part  in  the  feparate  lot 
of  any  of  the  Triumvirs  ;  but  being  equally  open  to  all  of  them, 
Antony  profelTed  being  on  his  way  thither,  not  as  an  enemy  of  Oc- 
tavius,  but  as  his  colleague  in  the  government,  equally  interefled 
with  himfelf  to  preferve  the  capital  of  the  empire  undifturbed.  In 
anfwer  to  Libo,  therefore,  he  acknowledged  his  obligation  to  Sextus 
Pompeius,  for  the  honourable  manner  in  which  he  had  treated  his 
relation,  allured  him,  that  if  an  opportunity  offered,  he  fhould  be 
happy  to  return  the  favour  ;  and  that  if  he  were  obliged  to  make  war 
on  Octavius,  he  fhould  be  glad  of  Pompey's  affiftance ;  or,  in  cafe 
matters  were  accommodated  otherwife,  fhould  not  negled  his  intereft 
in  adj  lifting  the  treaty, 
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Odtavius  being  informed  of  this  interview,  feized  die  opportunity  CHAP, 
which  it  gave  him  of  raifmg  fufpicions  againft  Antony  in  the  minds 
of  the  veterans.  He  publifhed  the  intelligence  he  had  received  of 
his  correfpondence  with  the  head  of  the  Pompeian  faction,  and  re- 
prefented  it  as  a  prelude  to  fome  fcheme  for  reftoring  the  enemies  of 
the  late  Csefar,  for  re-eftablifhing  the  ancient  pofleflbrs  of  land  in 
Italy,  and,  confequently,  for  diipoffeffing  the  veterans  of  the  fettle- 
ments  recently  made  in  their  favour.  By  fpreading  thefe  reports  in 
the  army,  he  took  meafures  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  in  cafe  he  fhould 
find  it  neceffary  to  refufe  his  colleague  a  free  admiffion  into  any  of 
the  ports  of  Italy. 

Soon  after  the  reduction  of  Perufia,  Calenus,  who  commanded  a 
considerable  body  of  Antony's  forces  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  dying, 
Octavius  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  thofe  troops,  gained  them  over  to 
his  own  intereft,  and,  in  order  to  fccure  their  fidelity,  made  the  necef- 
fary change  of  their  officers.  By  thefe  means,  after  he  had  fup- 
planted  the  party  of  his  rival  in  all  the  towns  which  they  held  in 
Italy,  he  now  difpofTefled  them  of  the  Cifalpine  Gaul,  for  which 
their  leader  had  fo  long  contended  againft  the  Senate. 

At  the  arrival  of  Antony  in  Greece,  O&avius  could  mufter  a  land 
force  greatly  fuperior  to  any  that  could  be  formed  againft  him,  even 
by  the  junction  of  his  rival  with  iEnobarbus  and  Sextus  Pompeius  ; 
but  he  was  fo  much  inferior  in  fhipping,  that  if  their  fleets  mould 
unite,  they  muft  be  mafters  of  the  coaft,  and  prevent-  all  the  import- 
ations by  which  Italy  was  fupplied  from  abroad.  To  fow  the  feeds 
of  fome  jealoufy  between  them,  or  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of  An- 
tony with  Scribonius  Libo  and  with  Sextus  Pompeius,  he  made  of- 
fers of  marriage  to  Scribonia,  the  fifter  of  Libo,  and  aunt  of  Pom- 
pey's  wife ;  and  this  propofal  being  favourably  received  by  the  bro- 
ther, he  fent  Mucia,  the  mother  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  with  an  ho- 
nourable retinue,  to  engage  her  fon  likewife  to  promote  the  intended 
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$  O  O  K  alliance.  By  thefe  means,  he  hoped  to  amufe,  or  to  foften,  the  ammo- 
illy  of  that  family  againft  fa.imfelfj.er  at  leaft,  by  thefe  appearances  of  a 
friendly  correfpondence  with  Sextus  Pompeius,  in  his  turn,  to  alarm 
Antony,  and  thus  to  difconcert  any  plan  which  his  rival,  in  the  pro- 
fpect  of  a  breach  with  himfelf,  might  have  formed  for  a  coalition, 
with  the  remains  of  the  republican  party.  This  marriage  with  Scri- 
bonia,  was  the  fecond  project  of  the  fame  kind  which  Odtavius  had 
formed  before  the  age  of  twenty-four,  merely  to  lull  the  vigilance^, 
or  to  blunt  the  animofity  of  his  antagonifts,  while  he  himfelf  con- 
tinued to  purfue  his  principal  object  with  unremitting  attention  and: 
ardour. 

Antony,  in   every  comparifon  with  Octavius,   not  only  had   the 
advantage  of  years,,  but  was  reckoned  the  better  foldier  ;  and  having 
had  the  principal  fhare,  if  not  the  whole  honour  of  the  victory  at 
Philippi,  had  great  authority  in  the  army,  and  was  likely,  wherever 
he  appeared,  to  be  favourably  received  by  all  the  troops  who   had 
any  where  ferved  under  his  command.     Thefe,  however,  upon  his 
approach  to  Italy,  under  various  pretences,  were  fent  by  his  crafty 
rival  into  the  diftant  provinces.     Lepidus  too,  although  he  had  hi- 
therto acquiefced  in  the  iate  partition  of  the  empire,  by  which  he 
had  been  ftript  of  his  equal  fhare  in  the  power  of  a  Triumvir;  yet,. 
as  he  was  fuffered  to  retain  the  title,  and  might  throw  his  weight 
into  the  fcale  of  either  of  the  other  parties,  or  furniih  a  pretence  for 
fome  part  of  the  army  to  follow  him,  it  was  thought  proper,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  to  remove  him   to  a  diftance.     For  this  purpofe,. 
die  government  of  Africa  was  affigned  to  him,  and  he  himfelf,  with 
fix  legions  of  doubtful  inclinations,  was  difmiffed  to  take  pofTeffion 
of  that  province, 

While  O&avius  was  thus  ftrengthening  himfelf  in  Italy,  or  re- 
moving every  object  of  diftruft  from  that  country,  Antony,  with  a 
kfs  pacific  appearance  than  he  had  hitherto  preferved,  fet  out  from 
2.  Athens,.. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  a2? 

Athens,  and  leaving  Fulvia  ill  at  Sicyon,  joined  at  Corcyra  his  fieet,  c  **  A  p> 
which  had  come  round  the  Peloponnefus,  and  from  thence  failed  with 
two  hundred  galleys  for  the  coaft  of  Italy.  He  was  joined  by 
iEnobarbus  in  his  paffage,  and  fleered  directly  for  Brundifium.  As 
there  was  no  declared  quarrel  betwixt  himfeif  and  Ottavius.,  he  ex- 
pected to  be  admitted  into  this  port  :  but  being  difappointed  in  this 
expectation,  he  landed  at  feme  diftance  from  the  harbour,  and  in- 
verted or  blocked  up  the  town  by  lea  and  by  land.  Having  thu', 
committed  hoftilities,  he  no  longer  hefitated  in  accepting  the  alliance 
of  Sextus  Pompeius  againft  O&avius,  and  propofed  to  him  to  make 
a  defcent  fome  where  on  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Italy,  to  diftract  the 
forces  of  their  common  enemy,  while  he  himfeif  continued  the  fiege 
of  Brundifium. 

Sextus  Pompeius  accordingly,  notwithftanding  that  the  marriage  of 
his  relation  Scribonia  with  Octavius  had  taken  place,  not  fuffering 
himfeif  to  be  impofed  upon  by  this  artifice,  landed  at  Thurio,  in  the 
bay  of  Tarentum,  made  himfeif  mailer  of  that  place,  and  of  the 
country  from  thence  to  Confentia.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  fent 
Mamas,  one  of  his  admirals,  into  Sardinia,  who  got  pofleffion  of 
that  ifland,  and  gained  to  his  party  two  legions  that  were  ftationed 
there. 

Octavius  fent  Agrippa  to  oppofe  Pompey,  while  he  himfeif  ad- 
vanced for  the  relief  of  Brundifium,  but  in  a  manner  which  con- 
firmed the  former  fufpicions  of  his  perfonal  courage.  Being  taken 
ill  on  the  march,  he  flopped  fhort  at  Canufium,  and  fuffered  Brun- 
difium to  fill  into  the  hands  of  his  rival.  Agrippa  acted  with  more 
vigour  ;  preffed  upon  the  enemy  who  had  landed  near  Tarentum, 
obliged  them  to  abandon  their  conquefls,  and  to  take  refuge  in  their 
fhips. 

After  Antony  had  got  pofTeifion  of  Brundifium,  it  foon  appeared 
that  this  unprofitable  quarrel  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  armies 
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on  both  fides,  and  each  of  the  leaders,  in  order  to  exculpate  himfelf 
to  the  troops,  endeavoured  to  load  his  antagonift  with  the  blame. 
Antony  complained  that,  without  any  offence  on  his  part,  the  ports- 
of  Italy  had  been  fhut  up  againft  him.  Octavius  recriminated,  by 
alleging  the  correfpondence  of  Antony  with  the  Pompeian  party,  and 
excufed  his  own  conduct,  in  the  order  he  had  given  to  fhut  the  port 
of  Brundifium,  alleging,  that  this  precaution  was  taken,  not  againft 
Antony  or  the  troops  in  his  fervice,  but  againft  iEnobarbus,  one  of 
the  afTaffins  of  Casfar,  whom  Antony  had  engaged  to  make  war  upon 
Italy. 

In  whatever  manner  thefe  reprefentations  were  received,  as  the 
troops  had  frequent  intercourfe,  their  mutual  inclinations  to  peace 
became  known  to  each  other  j  and  officers,  who  had  accefs  to  both' 
their  leaders,  made  formal  propofals  to  effect  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween them.  Antony,  to  evince  his  willingnefs  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  the  legions,  difmiiTed  iEnobarbus,  under  pretence  of  employing 
him  to  execute  a  commiffion  in  Bithynia,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent 
inftructions  to  Sextus  Pompeius  to  withdraw  from  the  coaft. 

In  this  dilpofition  of  the  parties,  accounts  were  received  of  the 
death  of  Fulvi?,  an  event  which  greatly  facilitated  the  negociation  for 
peace,  as  it  gave  hopes  of  cementing  the  alliance  of  parties  by  a  fa- 
mily connection.  It  was  accordingly  propofed,  that  the  fifter  of 
Octavius,  and  the  widow  of  Marcellus,  fhould  be  married  to  An- 
tony :  and,  upon  this  bafis,  a  treaty  was  framed,  including  a  new 
partition  of  the  empire,  by  which  all  the  Eaft,  from  the  Euphrates  to 
Codropolis  on  the  coaft  of  Ulyricum,  was  affigned  to  Antony.  The 
Weft,  from  thence  to  the  Ocean  and  the  Britifh  Channel,  was  af- 
figned to  Octavius.  Italy,  as  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  prin- 
cipal nurfery  of  lbldiers  for  the  fupply  of  their  armies,  was  to  be 
equally  open  to  both.  Lepidus  was  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  poffef- 
iion  of  Africa.     iEnobarbus  was  included  in  this  treaty,  and  declared 

at 


\ 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  229 


v. 

* 


at  peace  with  the  heads  of  the  empire  ;  but  Sextus  Pompeius,  notwith-    CHAP, 
(landing  his  late  confederacy  with  Antony,  and  his  newly  contracted 
relation  with  Octavius  ",  was  ftill  to  be  treated  as  an  enemy.     He 
was  to  be  oppofed  by  Octavius,  while  the  war  with  the  Parthians  was 
fuppofed  fufficient  to  occupy  the  forces  of  Antony. 

Upon  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty,  the  leaders  gave  mutual  enter-* 
tainments,  and  the  troops,  releafed  from  the  unprofitable  taik  of  mak- 
ing war  on  each  other,  returned  to  the.  more  agreeable  occupation  of 
receiving  the  rewards  of  their  fervices.  They  underftood,  that 
Antony  had  gone  into  Afia  to  raife  the  money,  which  was  wanted  to 
pay  off  their  arrears,  and  to  fatisfy  their  claims.:  they  had  manifold 
fcores,  in  which  they  ftated  the  rewards  and  gratuities  which  they 
had  been  made  to  expect  on  different  occaiions,  and  they  now  be- 
came clamorous,  in  particular,  for  the  fums  which  had  been  fo  libe- 
rally promifed  them  before  the  battle  of  Philippi.  .  The  fame  vio- 
lence which  they  had  been  taught  to  employ  againft  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  their  country,  they  were  ready  at  times  to  turn  againft  their 
own  leaders.  They  addreffed  their  demands,  on  the  prefent  occafion9, 
chieflyto  Antony.  From  him  they  required  an  account  of  the  money 
he  had  collected  in  Afia  ;  and  furrounding  him  in  a  mutinous  man- 
ner, would  not  have  abftained  from  violence  to  his  perlbn,  if  they 
had  not  been  pacified  by  Octavius,  who,  having  been  the  inftrument 
of  former  liberalities,  had  credit  enough  with  the  army  to  make  them 
acquiefce  in  the  apology  which  was  made  for  the  delay  of  their  pay- 
ment, and  in  the  freih  affurances,  which  were  now  given,  that  all 
the  promifes,  which  had  .been  formerly  made  to  them,  fhould  be 
faithfully  performed. 

All  difcontents  for  the  prefent  being  fufpended,  the  legions  fub- 
mitted  to  be  fent  into  different  quarters,  and  the  leaders,  with  every 

"  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  28.    Appian.  deBell,  Civ.  lib,  y. 
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appearance  of  a  perfect  reconciliation,  fet  out  for  Rome.  They 
made  their  entry  into  the  city  together,  on  horfeback,  and  dreffed 
in  triumphal  robes ;  they  were  received  by  the  People,  of  every 
rank  and  condition,  with  demonftrations  of  joy,  which,  under  the 
fenfe  of  a  deliverance  from  the  profpect  of  a  civil  war,  that  had 
fo  recently  threatened  the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  was  very  general  and 
very  fincere. 

The  pacific  appearances,  with  which  the  joint  fovereigns  of  the 
empire  made  their  entry  at  Rome,  were  confirmed  by  the  actual  mar- 
riage of  Antony  with  Odavia ;  and  it  was  expected,  that  the  late 
rivals,  now  become  brothers,  by  this  marriage,  were  to  govern  for 
the  future  with  much  cordiality  and  mutual  confidence.  Antony,  to 
evince  the  fincerity  of  this  intention  on  his  own  part,  put  Manius, 
the  confident  of  his  brother  and  of  Fulvia,  to  death,  as  being  the 
fuppofed  author  of  the  late  tumults  in  Italy;  and  probably,  the  more 
fully  to  fliew  how  far  he  was  willing  to  facrifice  every  confideration 
to  his  prefent  connection,  he  betrayed  a  fecret  correfpondence,  which 
Salvidienus,  an  officer  ferving  under  Odavius,  had  maintained  with 
himfelf  during  the  fiege  of  Brundifmm.  This  officer,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  detection,  being  condemned  for  treachery,  killed  him- 
felf". 

Upon  the  faith  of  thefe  public  renunciations  of  all  partial  at- 
tachments, Odavius  and  Antony,  in  the  character  of  collegiate  fo- 
vereigns, paffed  the  remainder  of  the  prefent  year,  and  the  whole  of 
the  following,  at  Rome,  with  great  appearance  of  concord.  This 
circumftance  was  in  fome  meafure  afcribed  to  the  difcretion  of  Oc- 
tavia,  who,  during  the  fame  period,  was  delivered  of  a  child  to  An- 
tony, and  by  the  birth  of  this  new  relation,  gave  an  additional 
pledge  for  the  continuance  of  their  union  ;  but,  nowithftanding  thefe 

"■  Livii  Epitome,  lib.  cxxvii. 
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flattering  appearances,  Italy  ftillfuffered  under  the  diftreffes  of  a  war, 
fiibiifting  with  thofe  who  were  in  pofleffion  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia. 

Sextus  Pompeius,  exafperated  by  the  treatment  he  had  received 
from  both  parties  in  the  late  quarrel  and  reconciliation,  and  now 
pouefTed  of  a  considerable  naval  force,  blocked  up  the  ports  of  Italy, 
and  prevented  the  ufual  importation  of  corn.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  were  reduced  to  great  diftrefs.  Thofe  of  the  metropolis, 
in  particular,  became  outrageous,  and,  in  contempt  of  the  military 
force  by  which  they  were  governed,  rofe  in  tumults,  pulled  down- 
the  houfes  of  perfons  to  whom  they  imputed  their  fufferings,  and 
even  attacked  the  Triumvirs  with  reproaches  and  violence.  Having 
furniihed  themfelves  with  arms,  they  refitted  the  troops  that  were^ 
employed  to  quell  them,  and,  in  their  frequent  conflicts,  covered  the 
itreets  with  the  flain. 

The  Triumvirs  were  inclined  to  end  thefe  troubles,  by  urging 
with  vigour  the  war  againlt  Pompey,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  open 
the  feas  ;  but  for  this  purpofe,  a  great  reinforcement  of  Shipping 
was  neceflary,  and  a  tax  was  impoled,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence 
of  a  fleet.  A  public  burden  coming  ib  unfeafonably,  greatly  en- 
ereafed  the  general  difcontent.  The  inhabitants  of  Rome,  although, 
they  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  ftript  of  their  political  confequence 
as  Roman  citizens,  ffi  felt  the  wants  of  nature,  and  were  provoked 
by  exactions  that  affected  their  property  :  they  took  courage  from  the 
diforders  of  the  times,,  and  ventured  to  cenfure  an  ufurpation,  which 
they  had  not  dared  to  refill.  "  Italy,  the  head  of  the  empire,"  they 
**  faid,  Jong  ufed  to  exemption  from  all  taxation,  was  not  only  torn  by 
tt  domeftic  wars,  but  impoverifhed  by  an  extortion  that  was  pra&ifed 
"  to  fupport  quarrels,  not  with  foreign  enemies,  but  with  Romans-, , 
"  and  to  gratify  the  vanity  or  emulation  of  fellow-citizens,  who  ex- 
"  haufted  all  the  Strength  of  the  commonwealth,  merely  to  appro- 
u  priate  the   government  of  it  to  themfelves ;    for  this,  fo  many 

st  refpect 
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BOOK  «  refpeclable  citizens  had  been  profcribed  ;  for  this,  fword  and  fa- 
"  .mine  were  ftill  permitted  to  rage,  and  the  children  of  the  firft  fa- 
"  milies  of-Jlome,  in  order  to  revenge  their  perfonal  wrongs,  and 
"  even  to  procure  their  fubfiftence,  were  forced  to  act  the  part  of 
"  banditti  and  of  pirates." 

The  populace  of  Rome,  inftigated  by  thefe  reprefentations,  tore 
down  the  proclamation,  in  which  the  new  tax  was  impofed ;  and 
feeming  to  recover  their  former  confequence,  though  now  under 
the.  government  of  military  force,  they  became  more  riotous  and 
dangerous  than  they  had  been  in  the  utmoft  abufe  of  their  civil  li- 
berty, and  in  the  height  of  their  democratical  power. 

It  became  neceflary,  on  account  of  the  riots,  and  the  growing  fcar- 
clty  of  bread,  to  open  a  negociation  with  Sextus  Pompeius,  as  the 
fpeedieft  means  of  relief  from  the  prelent  diftrefs.  O&avius  once 
-more,  availed  himfelf  of  the  relation  he  had  acquired  to  the  family  of 
Pompey,  by  his  marriage  with  Scribonia,  invited.  Libo  to  a  vilit  in 
Italy,  and  by  his  means  propofed  an  interview  between  the  parties, 
•to  be  held  at  Puteoli  in  the  bay  of  Baia?. 

Sextus  Pompeius  having  agreed  to  thi  propcial,  came  with  his 
fleet  upon  the  coaft.  Antony  and  O&avius  went  10  Puteoli  by  land, 
attended  by  many  of  the  principal  citizens,  and  a  numerous  military 
efcort.  In  order  that  the  parties  might  meet  in  fafety,  it  was  pro- 
pofed, that  each  mould  have  a  feparate  platform,  erected  on  piles  to  be 
driven  in  the  fea,  reaching,  on  the  one  fide,  from  the  fhore,  on  the 
other,  from  Pompey's  (hip,  fo  as  to  bring  the  parties  fufficiently  near 
to  hold  their  conference,  though  ftill  with  fuch  a  fpace  or  interval 
between  them,  as  might  mutually  fecure  them  from  any  infult  or 
violence. 

Thefe  preparations  being  made,    the    fleet  of  Sextus  Pompeius 

■  ranged  itfelf  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  land  army  of  the  Triumvirs  on 

ihe  other.     As  the  interefts  of  all  men  were  involved  in  the  iflue, 

i  their 
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expectations  were  greatly  raifed.     The  fhores,  the  cliffs,  the  high    CHAP. 
lands  were  covered  with  fpectators,  who  gazed  on  the  fcene,  and    <~"-n-  •* 
anxioufly  waited  for  the  event.     At  the  firft  conference,  the  Trium- 
virs offered  Pompey  a  fafe  return  to  Rome,  with  an  equivalent  for 
his  father's  eftate.     He  demanded  admiffion  into  the  Triumvirate, 
inflead  of  Lepidus,  who  appeared  in  effect  to  be  already  excluded. 
As  they  parted  without  any  agreement,  a  general  diffatisfaction  ap- 
peared among  their  adherents  and  followers  on  both  fides.     Pompey 
feared  the  defection  of  many  who  had  hitherto  followed  him  ;  and  as 
he  had  lately  put  Murcus,  a  principal  officer  of  his  party,  to  death, 
from  a  jealoufy  of  this  fort,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  many  of 
his  party  were  difpofed  to  accept  of  any  terms,  and  to  treat  foe 
themfelves. 

The  diftreffes  of  Italy,  on  the  other  hand,  ftrongly  urged  the 
Triumvirs  to  make  the  neceffary  conceffions  ;  and  both  parties  came 
to  a  fecond  interview,  with  better  inclinations  to  adjuft  their  differ- 
ences. It  was  accordingly  agreed,  that  Pompey  fhould  remain  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Sicily,  Sardinia,  and  Corfica  ;  that  the  Peloponnefus  fhould 
likewife  be  ceded  to  him,  and  a  fum  of  money  be  paid  in  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  lofles  of  his  family  "  ;  that  all  the  exiles,  now  under  his 
protection,  except  luch  as  were  concerned  in  the  death  of  Caefar, 
fhould  be  reftored  to  their  country,  and  to  a  fourth  part  of  their 
former  eftates  ;  that  the  navigation  of  the  feas  of  Italy  fhould  be  free, 
and  veffels  immediately  fuffered  to  pafs  from  Sicily,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  which  were  accuftomed  tofupply  the  Italians  with 
corn. 

This  treaty  being  ratified,  was  tranfinitted  to  Rome,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  keeping  of  the  Veftal  Virgins.  Every  caufe  of  hoftility 
or  diftruft  between  the  parties  being  thus  done  away,  their  platforms 

13  15,500,000  Drach.  or  Denarii,  about  500,000!.    Zonoras,  lib.  x.  p.  283,  c.  21. 
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BOOK  -ftT£re  joined  by  a  bridge  of  planks,  and  they  embraced  each  other. 
Thofe,  who  were  near  enough  to  fee  this  fignal  of  peace,  raifed  a 
(hour,  which  was  returned  from  the  multitudes  which  crowded 
the  fhips  and  the  neighbouring  mores.  Every  one  took  a  part 
in  the  joy  that  was  occafioned  by  the  prefent  event,  as  having 
fuffered  under  the  diftrefles  and  hardihips  which  were  now  brought 
to  an  end. 

Hiftorians,  feeming  to  feel  for  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  this 
tranfaclion,  have  exerted  their  genius  in  defcribing  it ;  and,  among 
other  particulars,  have  recorded,  that  friends  and  relations,  who  had 
been  long  feparated,  being  to  meet  in  peace,  crowded  with  great 
ardour  to  the  fhrand  ;  that  perfons  who  had  no  fuch  particular  motive, 
being  feized  with  the  general  contagion,  prefled  to  have  a  nearer 
view  of  the  fcene  ;  that  numbers  were  fuffocated  in  the  crowd;  that 
many  from  the  boats  and  fhips  leapt  into  the  fea,  and  waded  or  fwam 
to  land,  and  were  met  from  the  fhore  by  others  who  expected  to 
recover  their  relations  and  friends;  that  fhouts  of  joy,  or  cries  of 
defpair,  were  raifed,  according  as  they  were  feverally  fuccefsful  or 
difappointed  in  this  expectation  :  that  parents  and  children,  difap- 
pointed  in  their  hopes  of  meeting  each  other,  tore  their  hair, 
and  fell  into  agonies  of  grief,  the  whole  exhibiting,  though  in  a  fup- 
pofed  termination  of  public  calamities,  a  lively  expreffion  of  the 
diftrefs  which  the  late  troubles  had  occafioned,  and  finking  marks  of 
the  wounds  which  were  recently  open,  and  bleeding  in  the  vitals  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  in  the  bofom  of  every  private  houfe  **. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  fcene,  the  leaders  mutually  invited  each  other 
to  a  feaft.  Pompey,  by  lot,  gave  the  firft  entertainment  on  •  board 
his  fhip  ;  he  made  an  apology  for  the  want  of  accommodation,  and 
playing  on  the  word  Carina,  which  fignified  a  fhip,  and  likewife 
was  the  name  of  his  late  father's  villa  and  garden  in  the  fuburbs  of 

2*  Dio.  Call",  lib.  xlviii.  c.  37.     Appian.  deBell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 
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Rome,  which  were  occupied  by  Antony,  "  This,"  he  faid,  "  is  now    CHAP. 

"  my    Carina"      While  the  company  were  yet  on  board,  Menas,    v—    -^-^^j 

once  the  flave  of  the  great  Pompey,  but  now  emancipated,  and  the 

firft  fea-officer  in  the  fleet  of  his  fon,  whifpered  him,  that  then  was 

the  time  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  father  and  of  his  brother,  and 

to  recover  the  rank  of  his  family,  by  difpatching  thefe  authors  of  all 

their  calamities.     "  Let  me  cut  the  cable,"  he  faid,  "  and  put  to 

"  fea  ;   I  promife  you  that  none  of  them  fhall  efcape."  "  This  might 

"  have  been  done  by  Menas,  without  confulting  me,"   faid  Sextus ; 

"  bur  my  faith  is  facred,'  and  muft  not  be  broken." 

The  guefts  accordingly  were  fuffered  to  depart,  without  having,  in 
any  way,  been  made  ienfible  of  the  danger  they  ran,  and  they  gave 
entertainments  in  their  turns.  At  thefe  feafts,  additional  articles 
were  thought  of  to  confirm  the  treaty,  and  to  regulate  the  meafures 
of  the  future  administration.  To  ftrengthen  the  coalition  of  parties, 
the  daughter  of  Sextus  Pompeius  was  betrothed  to  Marcellus,  the 
nephew  of  Oclavius,  and  now  the  ftep-fon  of  Antony.  The  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  Confulate  was  fixed  for  four  years.  Antony  and  Libo 
wei-e  named  Confuls  for  the  firft  year,  Csefar  and  Pompey  were  to 
follow,  next  iEnobarbus  and  Sonus,  and  laft  of  all  Antony  and 
Cxfar.  Under  the  adminiftration  of  thefe  laft,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
the  public  order  and  public  tranquillity  might  be  fo  well  reftored;  for 
this  was  the  language  which  the  Triumvirs  ftill  affected  to  hold, 
that  the  republic  would  no  longer  need  the  interpofition  of  extraordi- 
nary powers,  and  might  be  left  to  run  its  ufual  courfe. 

Sextus  Pompeius  fet  fail  for  Sicily ;  the  collegiate  fovereigns  of  the 
empire  fet  out  on  their  return  to  Rome ;  and,  in  their  entry  to  the  city, 
paffed  through  multitudes,  who,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  gave  very 
iincere  demonftrations  of  joy.     The  People  flattered  themfclves,  that  * 
they  were  now  to  experience  no  more  of  their  late   diftrefles — no 

H  h  2  more 
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B  O  O  K  more  civil  difTentions — no  more  tearing  of  the  father  from  his  family, 
to  ferve  in  the  wars — no  more  oppreffion  and  cruelty  from  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  armies — no  more  defertion  of  flaves — no  more  devaluation 
of  their  lands- — no  more  interruption  of  agriculture' — no  more  fa- 
mine. In  the  return  of  exiles,  who  lately  fled  from  the  fwords  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  but  who  were  now  reflored  to  the  enjoyment 
of  peace  and  fecurity,  they  might  perceive,  it  was  faid,  the  furefl 
evidence  of  a  general  act  of  oblivion  for  all  offences,  and  a  termina- 
tion of  all  party  animofities  and  difputes. 

Octavius  and  Antony,  during  the  remainder  of  their  continuance 
together  at  Rome,  paffed  their  time  in  literary  amufements,  and  in 
the  fafhionable  paftimes  of  the  age,  cock-fighting  and  quail-fighting*5. 
They  conducted  affairs  of  State  with  fo  much  concord  and  filence, 
that  no  public  tranfattion  is  mentioned,  befides  the  completing  of  the 
aqueducts  projected  by  Julius  Caefar,  and  the  celebration  of  the  fes- 
tivals, which  had  been  vowed  for  the  deftruction  of  thofe  who  had 
confpired  againft  his  life  1<s. 

*5  Plutarch,  in  Antonio.  *6  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  32,  33. 
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Alarm  of  the  Parthian  Invafwn  of  Syria. Arrangements  of  0  Ba- 
vins  and  Antony. Departure    of  the  latter,  and  Reft  dene  e  at 

Athens. State  of  the  Commonwealth. Marriage  of  Oclavius 

with  Livia.  War  with  Sextus  Pompeius.- Aclions  near  the 

Straits  of  MeJ/iua.——Agrippa  fucceeds  to  the  Command  of  Ocla- 
vius's  Fleet. His  Viclory  at  Sea. -Flight  of  Sextus  Pompeius. 

■Breach  between  Oclavius  and  Lepidus. 

SUCH  was  the  Mate  of  affairs  at  Rome,  when  the  accounts  which 
had  been  fucceffively  received  from  Syria,  made  the  prefence  of 
Antony  appear  to  be  neeeffary  in  that  part  of  the  empire  which  had 
been  fpecially  committed  to  his  care.  His  lieutenant  Defidius  Saxa, 
in  oppofing  the  Parthians  under  Pacorus  and  Labienus,  had  received 
a  defeat,  and  being  unable  to  brook  his  misfortune,  had  killed  him- 
felf.  In  confequence  of  this  cataftrophe,  the  province  of  Syria  was 
over-run  by  the  enemy.  Tyre,  and  all  the  principal  towns  on  the 
coaft  were  already  in  their  hands,  and  the  province  of  Cilicia  lay 
open  to  their  inroads. 

Upon  this  report,  Antony  fent  forward  Ventidius,  to  collect  fueh 
forces  as-  yet  remained  in  the  province  of  Afia,  and  to  give  fomepre- 
fent  check  to  the  immediate  progrefs  of  the  Parthians,  while  he  him- 
felf  propofed  to  follow,  and  to  conduct  the  war  in  perfon.  Before 
his  departure,  he  obtained  from  the  Senate  and  People  the  form  .of 
an  act  to  confirm  all  the  arrangements  which  the  Triumvirs  had 
made  refpecting  the  revenue,  or  any  other  department  of  the  State. 
In  concert  with  his  colleague  he  made  up  the  roll  of  the  Senate,  and 
marked  out  the  fuccefhon  of  Confuls  and  other  titular  magiftrates  for 

eight' 
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BOOK  eight  years.  In  their  choice  of  perfons  for  thefe  feveral  honours, 
«-— — v— '  each  was  careful  to  balance  the  nomination  of  his  rival  with  an  equal 
number  of  his  own  dependants,  clients,  and  perfons  over  whom  he 
had  intire  influence  ;  and  in  this  competition  for  power,  they  named 
for  the  offices  of  State  mere  aliens,  foldiers  of  fortune,  perfons  who 
had  recently  obtained  their  freedom,  or  confidential  flaves  manumit- 
ted for  this  purpofe  '. 

Thefe  arrangements  being  made,  Antony,  attended  by  his  wife 
Odtavia,  fet  out  for  Athens.  Here  he  learned  that  the  war  in  Syria 
was  in  a  great  meafure  at  an  end  ;  that  Pacorus,  the  fon  of  the  king 
of  Parthia,  with  Labienus,  having  attacked  Ventidius  in  his  camp, 
were  repulfed ;  that  their  forces  had  been  afterwards  routed  in  dif- 
ferent encounters,  and  difperfed  ;  that  Pacorus  himfelf  was  killed  2 ; 
that  Labienus  had  fled,  in  difguife,  into  Cyprus,  was  difcovered, 
taken,  and  put  to  death ;  that  the  Parthians  had  abandoned  all  their 
conquefts  in  Syria  and  in  Paleftine,  and  were  haftening  to  repafs  the 
Euphrates. 

Antony,  upon  this  termination  of  a  war,  which  fo  much  alarmed 
his  divifion  of  the  empire,  probably  would  have  been  inclined  to  re- 
turn into  Egypt  ;  but  as  the  prefence  of  O&avia  rendered  a  vifit  to 
Cleopatra  improper,  he  determined  to  take  his  refidence  at  Athens. 
From  thence  he  diftributed  to  his  officers  their  feveral  ftations  and 
provinces,  and  difpofed  of  kingdoms  on  the  frontier  to  princes  who 
folicited  his  protection :  that  of  Pontus  he  beflowed  on  Darius  the 
fon  of  Pharnaces,  and  grandfon  of  Mithridates  ;  that  of  the  Jews 
and  Samaritans,  on  Herod  ;  that  of  Pyfidia,  on  Amyntas  ;  and  that 
of  Cilicia,  on  Polemon.     During  the  winter  he  had  dropped  all  the 

1   One  M.iximus,  being  in  the  nomination  Ration,  and,  as  a  punifhment  dt'e  for  his  pre- 

for  the  office  of  Quiuftor,  was  claimed  and  fumption,    was   thrown    from    the   Tarpeian 

adjudged  to  be  a  flaVe ;    another  perfon  of  rock.     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  34, 

the  fame  condition  was  difcovered  in  a  high  1  Plut.  in  Antonio. 

retinue 
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retinue  of  a  Roman  officer  of  State,  refigned  himfelf  to  eafe,  domeftic 
pleafures,  and  the  converfation  of  the  learned  \ 

In  the  intervals  of  relaxation,  fome  fpecies  of  extravagance  and 
diffipation  ever  make  a  part  in  the  hiftory  of  Antony's  life.  The  re- 
ports, however,  which  remain  of  his  behaviour  at  Athens,  may,  in  a 
great  meaiure,  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  reproach,  which  his 
enemies,  to  jufcify  their  own  caufe,  have  thrown  upon  his  memory; 
and  which  they  have  been  able,  by  becoming  the  victorious  party, 
to  fix  upon  his  name  for  ever.  He  is  faid,  at  fome  of  his  entertain- 
ments, to  have  perfonated  Bacchus  the  young  and  irrefiftable  con- 
queror of  the  world,  and  to  have  carried  this  extravagance  fo  far,  that 
the  Athenians  were  encouraged  to  pay  their  court,  by  propofing  a 
marriage  between  himfelf  and  their  goddefs  Minerva.  But  to  fhow 
that  he  carried  fome  reafon  in  his  madnefs,  he  accepted  the  match, 
under  condition  that  the  bride  fhould  be  accompanied  with  a  fuitabie 
portion;  and  in  this  jeft  turned  the  fervility  of  his  flatterers  to  profit, 
by  exacting  ten  millions  of  drachmas  4. 

But  in  whatever  manner  Antony  pafled  his  fuppofed  leifure  at 
Athens,  Octavius,  whole  conduct,  on  moft  occafions,  is  a  manifcft 
contrail  to  that  of  his  colleague,  did  not  fail  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
advantages  of  his  fituation  in  Italy,  the  fuppofed  head  of  the  empire, 
and  of  the  bent  of  the  times  to  monarchy,  by  uniting,  as  much  as 
poffible,  all  the'  channels  of  influence  in  his  own  perlbn. 

The  concerts  of  the  firft  Csefar  with  Pompey  and  Craflus,  though 
ijamed  a  Triumvirate,  were  the  mere  effects  of  a  private  combina- 
tion to  over-rule  the  public  councils,  and  to  difpofe  of  every  pre- 
ferment, or  place  of  emolument  or  truft.  But  the  powers  now  ex- 
ercifed  by  Octavius,  Antony,  and  Lepidus,  though  extorted  by 
force,  had  at  leaft  the  nominal  fanction  of  a  legal  appointment,  and 

3  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  p.  714.  *  About  300,000!.     Dio.  Caff,  lib.xlviii.  c.  39. 

were 
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were  of  the  nature  of  thofe  extraordinary  commiffions  which  had 
been  frequently  given  in  every  age  of  the  republic,  and  which  were 
not  improperly  calculated  for  any  uncommon  emergence,  or  ar- 
duous ftate  of  affairs.  A  commiffion  of  Triumvirate,  in  fo  great  an 
exigency  of  the  State,  profefledly  given  to  reftore  its  tranquillity,  and 
re-eftablilh  public  order,  if  it  had  been  freely  granted,  was  well 
enough  fuited  to  former  precedents,  and  preferved  the  analogy  of 
Roman  forms,  infomuch,  that  if  the  People  had  been  lefs  corrupted, 
the  government  of  the  republic  might  have  been  eafily  reftored. 

The  titles  of  Senate  and  People,  of  Conful,  Pr&tor,  and  other 
magistrates  or  officers  of  State,  were  ftill  retained,  and  preferved 
the  appearance  of  antient  formalities,  whether  in  the  legiflature,  or 
in  the  exercife  of  executive  power.  The  fame  members  which 
formed  the  antient  political  body  were  fuppofed  to  exift,  though 
much  debilitated,  and  funk  in  difeafe.  The  Senate  confifted  of 
perfons  willing  to  fubmit,  or  known  to  favour,  the  prefent  ufurp- 
ation  :  fuch  perfons  only  were  now  to  be  found.  Thofe  of  a 
different  defcription  had  fallen  in  the  civil  wars,  or  perifhed 
in  the  late  executions  and  maffacres ;  and  if  they  had  ftill  re- 
mained, would  not  have  been  fuffered  to  take  a  part  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  State  by  thofe  who,  under  the  title  of  Triumvirs, 
had  engroffed  all  its  functions.  Even  the  pretended  Comitia  were  no 
longer  thofe  overbearing  conventions,  in  which  multitudes  affembled 
in  a  tumultuary  manner,  affirmed  the  prerogatives  of  the  Roman  People, 
difpofed  of  elections,  or  carried  their  own  mandates  into  execution  with 
irrefiftable  force.  This  part  of  the  republican  conftitution  was  become 
a  mere  name,  employed  to  ratify  the  acts  of  the  Triumvirs,  and  to  con- 
firm their  nomination  of  perfons  to  office.  The  forms  of  their  meeting, 
however,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Senate,  were  retained  to  give  a 
fanction  to  deeds  which  might  not  be  fuppofed  of  permanent  autho- 
4  Tit7> 
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rity,  without  the   well  known  initials  of  the  Senate  and  People  of   c  H  r^  p- 
Rome  s. 

As  the  fupreme  power,  and  the  exerciie  of  every  public  function, 
both  at  Rome  and  in  the  provinces,  were  now  veiled  in  his  pretended 
comiaiffion,  the  ordinary  offices  of  State  were  filled  up  merely  for 
the  fake  of  form,  or  rather  that  there  might  be  an  opportunity  to 
oblige  particular  perfons  in  their  advancement  to  public  honours. 
The  titles  of  Praetorian  and  Confular  rank,  retained  by  thofe  who 
had  filled  thofe  offices  in  the  commonwealth,  were  come  to  refemble 
the  titles  of  honour  by  which  the  nobles  are  diflinguifhed  in  mo- 
narchies ;  and  men  had,  for  fome  time,  begun  to  covet  the  office, 
not  on  account  of  the  power  it  conferred,  but  for  the  fake  of  the  title 
it  was  to  leave  behind,  with  the  perfons  by  whom  it  had  once  been 
poffeffed. 

For  this  reafon  the  antient  denominations  of  office  were  not 
likely  to  be  difcontinued  at  Rome,  even  upon  the  eftablifhment  of 
monarchy.  The  regular  term  of  a  year  indeed  was  already  no 
longer  annexed  to  the  idea  of  magiftracy.  The  honour  of  having 
been  Conful  or  Praetor  for  a  few  months,  for  a  few  days,  or  even  for 
a  few  hours,  gave  the  precedency  that  was  wifhed  for ;  and  many, 
as  foon  as  they  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  office,  were  removed  to 
make  way  for  others  to  whom  the  fame  favour  was  intended. 

In  this  manner,  during  the  joint-refidence  of  Oclavius  and  An- 
tony at  Rome,  Alinius  Pollio,  and  Domitius,  holding  the  Confulate, 
were  made  to  refign  it,  in  order  that  two  others  might  be  admitted 
for  a  few  days,  of  whom  one  was  L.  Cornelius  Balbus,  a  native  of 
Gades  in  Spain,  and  the  firfl  of  his  family  that  ever  had  a  place  on 
the  rolls  of  the  People  as  a  citizen  of  Rome.  But  this  new  citizen 
had  followed  Julius  Cxfar,  and  amafled  a  confiderable  fortune  in  his 

5  S.  P.  Q^R. 
Vol.  III.  I  i  fcrvice. 
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fervice.  To  others,  the  dignity  of  Proctor  and  of  Edile,  vacated  on 
purpofe,  was  transferred  for  a  few  hours.  Thefe  preferments  gave 
no  claim,  as  in  the  former  times  of  the  republic,  to  the  government 
of  provinces  j  they  gave  no  influence,  and  fcarcely  prefcribed  any 
function  in  the  city. 

In  this  general  abufe  of  the  civil  inftitutions,  now  reduced  to 
mere  titles  and  forms,  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  by  means 
of  the  fuperflitious  regard  that  was  paid  to  their  perfons,  ftill 
retained  a  part  of  their  confequence ;  and  Octavius,  inftead  of  at- 
tempting to  reduce  it,  affected  to  revere  this  facred  repofitory  of 
the  People's  rights,  in  defence  of  which  Julius  Casfar  made  war 
on  the  Senate  ;  and  inftead  of  attempting  to  remove  the  defences 
with  which  thefe  officers  were  provided  againft  violence,  he  procured 
his  own  name  to  be  infcribed  in  their  lift,  and  took  part  in  a  facred  cha- 
racter which  he  could  not  deftroy ;  in  this,  as  in  many  other  particulars, 
difcovering  an  admirable  difcernment  of  the  means  that  were  necefTary 
to  palliate  a  recent  ufurpation ;  and  feeming  to  profit  by  the  experience 
of  his  late  uncle,  who,  after  he  had  overcome  every  ferious  refift- 
ance,  fell  a  facrifice  to  trifles,  and  to  the  fecurity  and  oftentation  with 
which  he  afTumed  the  ftate  of  a  monarch. 

About  this  time  is  dated  a  confiderable  alteration  made  in  the  Ro- 
man law,  by  the  addition  of  a  rule  reflecting  the  effect  of  laft  wills. 
This  rule  is  afcribed  to  Falcidius fi,  one  of  the  colleagues  of  Octavius  in 
the  college  of  Tribunes.  Hitherto  Roman  citizens  were  free  to  be- 
queath their  fortunes  at  pleafure,  and  to  divide  them  in  any  propor- 
tion among  their  friends  or  acquaintance,  whether  relations  or 
ftrangers ;  and  property  held  a  courfe  in  its  paffage,  by  fucceffion, 
from  one  generation  to  another,  which  excluded  no  perfon  whatever 
from  the  hopes  of  inheritance,  provided  he  could  obtain  the  regard  of 

•  Lex  Falcidia. 

his 
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his  fellow-citizens.  As  it  was  the  practice  of  every  teftator,  even  when  CHAP, 
he  had  no  motive  for  difinheriting  his  neareft  relations,  to  give  fome  *— ■ v— -j 
teftimony  in  his  will  to  the  merit  of  every  friend  who  furvived  him 
it  was  reckoned  an  honour  to  be  mentioned  in  many  wills,  and 
perfons  who  had  not  the  ordinary  opportunities  to  amafs  fortunes, 
either  in  the  government  of  provinces,  or  in  the  farm  of  the  reve- 
nues, might  neverthelefs  become  rich  by  an  extenfive  and  well-fup- 
ported  courfe  of  good  offices  in  the  city.  This  practice  is  poffibly 
lefs  fuited  to  monarchy,  than  it  is  to  republics,  and  leaft  of  all  to  de- 
fpotical  governments,  where  the  matter  wifhes  to  leave  no  will  inde- 
pendent of  his  own,  He  can  awe  the  living,  but  the  dying  efcape  from 
his  influence.  This  feeling  perhaps  already  began  to  take  place  in  the 
minds  of  the  rulers  at  Rome,  and  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  courted 
their  favour;  and  it  may  have  fuggefted  the  law  of  Falcidius,  by 
which  teftators  were  fuffered  to  difpofe,  by  will,  of  no  more  than 
three-fourths  of  their  effects ;  the  other  fourth  was  affigned  to  the 
heir  at  law. 

While  Antony  yet  refided  at  Athens,  Octavius  pafled  into  Gaul 
on  a  progrefs  to  review  his  armies,  and  to  make  the  proper  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  force  in  the  provinces  ;  and  it  began  to  appear,  that  the  late 
treaty,  which  had  been  concluded  with  Sextus  Pompeius,  was  no  more 
than  a  temporary  expedient  to  procure  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Italy  from  the   diftrefies  with  which  they  had  been  lately  afflicted. 
The  articles  were  never  fully  performed  by  either  party.     The  family 
alliance,  which  Octavius  had  contracted  with   Sextus  Pompeius   in 
his  marriage  with  Scribonia,  by  whom  he  had  iflue,  a  daughter  af-   U.  C.  715. 
terwards  fo  famous  by  the  name  of  Julia,  was  likewife,  about  this  Aficher"tnd 
time,  broke  oflf  to  make  way  for  his  marriage  with  Livia,  a  name   pfaN°rbanus 
already  mentioned,  and  to  be  often  repeated  in  the  fubfequent  parts 
of  this  hiftory. 

I  i  2  Marriage 
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Marriage  had  hitherto  appeared  to  O&avius  merely  as  the  means 
of  obtaining  fome  political  end  ;  and  he  had  already,  in  difficult 
tranfactions,  twice  availed  himfelf  of  this  expedient,  although  it  is 
remarked  by  hiflorians,  as  an  evidence  of  his  youth,  that,  until  his 
marriage  with  Livia,  his  beard  was  not  fufficiently  grown  to  need 
the  ufe  of  the  razor.  In  this  alliance,  however,  he  feems  to  have 
had  a  different  object;  and  was  fo  far  from  being  led  by  utility  alone, 
that  he  not  only  overlooked  the  want  of  it,  but  likewife  got  over  many 
other  difficulties  which  flood  in  his  way. 

Livia  Druhlla  was  the  daughter  of  Livius  Drufus,  a  citizen  who 
had  been  in  open  enmity  with  Octavius  and  his  party  ;  and  who,  in 
defpair,  after  the  battle  of  Philippi,  with  other  adherents  of  the  re- 
public, had  fallen  by  his  own  hands.  The  daughter  had  been  mar- 
ried to  Tiberius  Claudius  Nero,  who  alfo  was  a  declared  enemy  of 
the  Caefarean  faction ;  and  who,  in  the  late  conteft.  of  parties  in 
Italy,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  ejected  land-holders  of  Campa- 
nia, joined  Lucius  Antonius,  and,  as  has  been  mentioned  on  the 
reduction  of  Perufia,  fled  with  his  family  into  Sicily,  where  he  took 
refuge  with  Sextus  Porapeius.  Being  included  in  the  treaty  of  re- 
conciliation which  was  framed  at  Baise,  he  returned  to  Rome.  His 
wife  had  already  born  him  a  fon,  afterwards  well  known  by  the  name 
of  Tiberius,  and  was  again  with  child,  and  fix  months  gone  in  her 
pregnancy,  when  it  was  propofed,  that  fhe  mould  part  from  her 
prefent  hufband,  and  bring  forth  the  child,  of  whom  fhe  was  then 
pregnant,  in  the  embraces  of  Caefar.  The  priefls  being  confulted 
on  the  legality  of  this  marriage,  defired  to  know,  whether  the  preg- 
nancy of  Livia  was  well  afcertained  ;  and  being  informed  that  it  was 
certain,  made  anfwer,  That  as  there  could  arife  no  doubt  con- 
cerning the  parentage  of  her  offspring,  her  feparation  from  Tiberius 
Claudius,  and  her  marriage  with  Octavius,  were  lawful. 

The 
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The  change  which  now  took  place  in  the  family  of  Octavius,  by    CHAP. 


his  repudiating  Scribonia,  was  coniidered  as  the  prelude  to  a  war  with  *- 
Sextus  Pompeius.  Many  articles  of  the  late  treaty  had  never  been 
carried  into  execution.  The  Peloponnefus,  under  pretence  of  the 
time  which  was  neceffary  to  recover  fome  arrears  that  were  faid  to 
be  due  to  Antony  in  that  province,  had  not,  according  to  agree- 
ment, been  delivered  to  Pompey.  In  juftification  of  other  infrac- 
tions of  the  treaty,  it  was  urged  againft  him,  that,  contrary  to  the 
faith  he  had  given,  he  continued  to  augment  his  fleet,  and  fufFered 
his  cruizers  to  commit  depredations  on  the  traders  of  Italy..  Some 
pirates  being  taken,  and  threatened  with  the  torture,  alleged,  in  their 
own  vindication,  that  they  acted  under  his  orders.  The  confeffions 
of  thefe  men  being  publifhed,  with  complaints  and  remonftrances, 
an  altercation  enfued  that  was  likely  to  end  in  hoftilities  and  open 
war. 

After  thefe  complaints  had  become  mutual  between  Octavius  and 
Sextus  Pompeius,  the  rupture  was  haftened  by  the  defe&ion  of 
Menas,  one  of  Pompey's  officers,  the  fame  perfon  who  propofed  to 
carry  off  Antony  and  Octavius,  by  cutting  the  cable  while  they  were 
at  dinner  on  board  his  mailer's  fhip.  This  officer,  being  intrufted 
with  the  command  of  a  fleet  in  the  ports  of  Sardinia,  upon  fome 
difguft  to  his  mafter,  entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  Octavius, 
made  offer  of  his  fervice,  and  propofed  to  furrender  the  ifland.  This 
act  of  perfidy  became  known  only  by  the  acceptance  and  execution 
of  the  offer.  Odavius  obtained  the  poffeffion  of  Sardinia,  and  re- 
ceived Menas  with  fixty  galleys  into  his  fervice,  rewarded  his 
treachery  by  employing  him  in  the  fame  rank  which  he  pofleffed 
under  Sextus  Pompeius,  and  by  conferring  upon  him  the  gold  ring„ 
the  well  known  badge  of  nobility  at  Rome  7. 

1  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  45.     Orofius,  Appian,  &c> 

A* 
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BOOK         As    this    tranfa&ion  took    place    while  the  treaty  was   yet   fup- 

»— „ 1   pofed  to  be  in  force,  Pompey  demanded  that  the  traitor  fhould  be 

delivered  up  to  him,  and  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  reftored  ;  but  was 
anfwered,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  the  aggreflbr,  in  giving  refuge  to 
deferters  and  fugitive  Haves. 

Pompey,  on  receiving  this  anfwer,  proceeded  to  immediate  hoftili- 
ties  \  Pie  fent  Menecrates,  who  fucceeded  Menas  in  the  chief 
command  of  his  fleet,  to  the  coaft  of  Campania,  with  orders  to  make 
reprifals,  and  to  plunder  Vulturnus,  and  fome  other  places  of  that 
neighbourhood. 

Octavius,  on  his  part,  had  been  fome  time  endeavouring  to  fupply 
his  want  of  fhipping,  had  built  fome  veflels  in  the  ports  of  Italy, 
which,  with  the  addition  of  thofe  he  received  by  the  defertion  of 
Menas,  put  him  in  condition  to  enter  on  the  war  with  advantage. 
He  had  ordered  his  equipments  at  two  feparate  ftations  ;  the  one  at 
Tarentum,  the  other  on  the  coaft  of  Etruria  ;  and,  being  now  to 
make  war  on  Sicily,  he  propofed  to  bring  his  naval  forces  together 
at  Rhegium,  In  the  ftraits  of  Meffina.  Thither  he  likewife  directed 
a  powerful  land  army  to  march,  in  order  to  invade  the  ifland,  and 
to  begin  the  war,  by  expelling  Pompey  from  the  principal  feat  of 
his  power.  He  himfelf  came  round  to  Rhegium  with  that  divifion 
of  his  fleet  which  had  been  fitted  out  at  Tarentum.  Calvifius  com- 
manded the  other  divifion,  and  made  fail  from  the  coaft  of  Etruria 
to  the  fame  place. 

Sextus  Pompeius,  having  notice  of  this  difpofition  that  was  made  to 
attack  him,  likewife  divided  his  forces.  He  himfelf  took  poft  at  Mef- 
fina to  obferve  Octavius,  and  fent  Menecrates  to  intercept  Calvifius, 
and  to  prevent  the  junction  of  their  fleets. 

8  Zonaras,  lib.  x.  c.  23. 

Menecrates 
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Menecrates  accordingly  came  in  fight  of  his  enemy  in  the  evening  c  H  A  p- 
of  the  fame  day,  lay  that  night  under  the  ifland  iEnaria,  while  Calvifius  « — -> — -» 
came  to  anchor  near  Cums.  Next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  both 
fleets  got  under  fail ;  but  Calvifius,  having  orders  to  bring  his  divi- 
fion  fife  to  the  general  rendezvous  at  Rhegium,  was  defirous  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  and  kept  under  the  land.  Menecrates,  fleer- 
ing the  fame  courfe,  kept  abreaft  of  the  enemy,  till  perceiving  their 
delign  to  avoid  him,  by  lying  clofe  to  the  fhore,  he  too  flood  in  with 
the  land  to  attack  them. 

Calvifius,  finding  an  a&ion  unavoidable,  and  thinking  himfelf  in- 
ferior in  the  fkill  of  his  mariners,  determined  to  bring  his  fhips  to 
anchor  under  the  land,  where  they  could  not  be  furrounded,  and 
where  his  men,  if  attacked,  having  fmooth  water,  might  ufe  their 
fvvords  as  on  folid  ground ;  and  he  accordingly  formed  a  line  clofe 
to  the  fhore,  turning  the  prow  and  the  beak  of  his  fhips  to  the  fea. 

In  this  poiltion  the  fquadron  of  Octavius  received  the  fhock  of  the 
enemy,  and  on  the  right,  where  Calvifius  himfelf  commanded,  made 
a  good  defence,  but  in  the  centre,  many  of  the  fhips  were  forced 
from  their  anchors,  and  flranded,  or  burnt.  Menecrates,  in  coming 
to  engage,  diftinguifhed  the  galley  of  Menas,  his  antient  rival,  and 
the  traitor  to  their  common  mafter ;  bore  down  upon  him,  and,  in 
the  fhock,  broke  away  the  beak  of  his  galley  ;  but,  in  paffing  along 
his  fide,  as  the  veffel  brufhed,  loft  all  the  oars  of  his  own  fhip.  They 
afterwards  grappled,  and  fought  till  both  the  commanders  were 
wounded ;  and  Menecrates,  finding  himfelf  difabled,  and  in  danger 
of  being  taken,  went  headlong  into  the  fea.  His  galley  inftantly 
ftruck,  and  was  towed  off  by  the  enemy.  This  event,  although  the 
advantage  was  otherwife  greatly  on  the  fide  of  Pompey,  difpirited 
the  whole  fquadron  ;  and  Demochares,  who  fucceeded  Menecrates  in 
the  command  of  Pompey's  fleet,  neglecting  the  advantage  he  might 
have  reaped  from  the  fituation  and  lofs  of  the  enemy,  withdrew  to 
3  the 
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the  ifland  iEnaria,  and  from  thence,  on  the  following  day,  fet  fail 
for  Sicily.  Calvifius,  having  endeavoured  to  repair  his  damage, 
continued  his  voyage,  under  the  land,  towards  Rhegium. 

Octavius,  at  the  fame  time,  not  knowing  of  this  action,  but  being 
impatient  to  effect  the  junction  of  his  fleets,  made  fail  from  Rhe- 
gium, and  flood  to  the  northward  through  the  Straits.  When  the 
greater  part  of  the  fleet  had  paffed  the  port  of  Meffina,  he  was  ob- 
ferved  by  Sextus  Pompeius,  who  put  to  fea,  and  attacked  his  rear.  He 
neverthelefs  continued  on  his  wray  through  the  gut,  and  would  have 
declined  an  action,  if  it  could  have  been  avoided  ;  but  finding  himfelf 
in  danger  of  fuffering  an  abfolute  defeat  from  the  enemy,  who, 
taking  advantage  of  his  courfe,  preffed  on  his  rear  is  an  actual 
flight,  he  made  a  fignal  to  halt ;  and  from  the  fame  motives  which 
determined  Calvifius  to  form  under  the  land,  making  a  like  difpofi- 
tion,  he  hoped,  that,  by  being  at  anchor,  his  men  might  engage  on 
equal  terms  with  an  enemy  who  were  greatly  fuperior  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  fhips.  In  the  event,  however,  he  was  much  more  un- 
fortunate than  Calvifius,  and  had  great  part  of  his  fleet  either  flranded 
or  burnt.  He  himfelf,  while  his  mips  were  ftill  engaged,  left  Cor- 
nificius  to  continue  the  fight,  got  on  fhore,  and  with  a  number  of 
men,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  wrecks,  took  refuge  on  the  neigh- 
bouring hills. 

At  the  approach  of  night,  the  lieutenant  of  Octavius,  while  the 
enemy  ftill  prelfed  upon  him,  feeing  the  danger  of  having  all  his 
ihips  forced  on  fhore  before  morning,  made  a  fignal  for  the  remains 
of  the  fquadron  to  cut  their  cables,  and  ftand  out  to  fea.  In  making 
this  movement,  his  own  galley  grappled  with  that  of  Demochares, 
and  having  difabled  her,  obliged  the  commander  to  move  into  an- 
other fhip.  At  this  inftant  the  other  divifion  of  Octavius's  fleet, 
commanded  by  Calvifius,  appeared  to  the  northward  ;  being  feen  firft 
from  the  enemy's  fleet,  occafioned  a  fudden  paufe  in  the  action. 
4  Pompey 
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Pompey,  believing  this  to  be  a  frefh  enemy,  whom,  after  fo  much    CHAP. 
lofs  and  fatigue,  he  was  not  in  condition  to  engage,  took  his  refolu- 
tion,  to  the  great  furprife  of  the  fquadron  he  had  vanquifked,  to  re- 
linquifh  his  prey,  and  retire  to  Meflina. 

Cornificius  again  came  to  anchor  in  the  place  of  action,  and  being 
joined  by  Calvifius,  pafTed  the  night  in  taking  an  account  of  his  da- 
mage, in  faving  fuch  fhips  as  could  be  got  off,  or  in  removing  the 
baggage  and  ftores  from  fuch  as  were  afhore.  Octavius,  at  the  fame 
time,  made  fires  on  the  hills  to  alfemble  the  ftragglers  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  wrecks,  of  whom  many  were  found  without  arms  or  ne- 
ceffaries  of  any  fort. 

Towards  morning,  a  gale  of  wind  arofe  from  the  fouth,  and  rolled 
a  great  fea  through  the  {traits.  It  continued  to  blow  all  day  and  the 
following  night ;  during  which  time,  Menas,  being  an  experienced 
mariner,  had  not  only  originally  come  to  an  anchor  with  his  divi- 
fion,  as  far  as  he  could  from  the  land,  but  continued  all  night  to  eafe 
his  anchors,  by  plying  againft  the  wind  with  his  oars.  Of  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  fuch  fhips  as  were  near  the  land  having  drove  in  the 
night,  many  perilhed  on  the  rocks.  At  break  of  day  the  wind 
abated ;  but,  from  the  effects  of  the  ftorm  which  had  blown  in  the 
night,  the  ftrand  was  covered  with  dead  bodies,  and  with  the  frag- 
ments of  fhips.  The  veflels  that  were  ftill  afloat,  being  about  one 
half  of  the  fleet,  having  flopped  for  a  little  time  to  lave  as  many  as  they 
could  from  the  wrecks,  fet  fail  in  a  very  mattered  condition  for 
Vibo.  Here  they  arrived  without  any  moleftation  from  the  enemy, 
who  were  contented  to  have  remained  in  fafety  at  Meflina.  Octavius 
himfelf  having  beheld  the  wreck  of  fo  many  of  his  fhips,  took  the 
route  of  Campania  by  land,  and  made  the  neceffary  difpofitions  to 
rruftrate  any  attempts  which  Pompey  might  make  on  the  coaft. 

The  fummer  having  been  fpent  in  thefe  undecifive  operations,  both 
parties  prepared  for  a  vigorous  renewal  of  the  conteft  in  the  following 

Vol.  III.  K  k  fpring. 
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BOOK    fpring.       Pompcy  himfelf  continued    to   alarm    the    coaft  of  Italy 

, , '    during  the  winter,  and  fent  Apollophanes,  one  of  his  officers,  to  make 

M.  Agrippa,    a  defcent  upon  Africa.     Octavius  gave  orders  to  repair  the  lofs  of  his 

GailuTUUUS    fhips,  and  to  recruit  his  land-forces.     He  had  recourfe  to  the  affiftance 

T.  Sutihus.    of  Antony,  who  had  hitherto  expreffed  a  dilliketo  the  war,  and  was 

probably  jealous  of  the  acceffions  of  power  which  O&avius  was  likely 

to  gain  by  the  deftruclion  of  Sextus  Pompeius. 

Antony  however,  upon  this  requifition  from  his  colleague,  fet  fail 
from  Greece,  and  appeared  at  Tarentum  with  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
fhips,  though  (till  undetermined,  it  is  fuppofed,  which  fide  he  fhould 
take  in  the  prefent  conteft.  But  Oclavia,  who  had  accompanied  her 
hufband  to  Tarentum,  had  the  addrefs  to  turn  the  fcale  in  favour  of 
her  brother.  She  undertook  to  be  the  mediator  of  their  differences,, 
went  on  fhore,  and  procured  an  amicable  interview  between  them. 
At  this  meeting  they  made  an  exchange  of  fea  and  land  forces.  An- 
tony gave  to  Octavius  a  hundred  and  twenty  fhips,  and  had  in  return* 
twenty  thoufand  legionary  foldiers.  To  confirm  the  removal  of  all 
their  fufpicions,  Julia,  the  infant  daughter  of  Qctavius  by  Scribonia, 
was,  on  this  occafion,  betrothed  to  Antyllis,  one  of  the  fons  of  An- 
tony by  Fulvia  ;  and  a  daughter  of  Antony  was  betrothed  to  Domi- 
tius.  Thefe  fchemes  of  alliance,  projected  in  the  infancy  of  the 
parties,  never  took  effect,  but  were  among  \he  artifices  with  which 
the  parents  endeavoured  to  amufe  each  other. 

Octavius  and  Antony  now  agreed,  with  very  little  hefitation,  that 
Pompey  had  forfeited  the  Confulate,  the  prieflhood,  and  all  the  other 
advantages  which  had  been  yielded  in  his  favour  by  the  late  treaty;  and 
they  made  new  arrangements  refpe&ing  the  fucceffion  to  office,  in 
behalf  of  the.mfelves  and  their  friends.  The  principal  object  in  thefe 
arrangements  was  the  gratifying  their  adherents  with  titles  of  rank. 
In  the  preceding  year,  no  lefs  than  fixty-feven  perfons  had  paffed 
through  the  office  of  Prstor,     This  dignity,  as  well  as  that  of  Confuh, 

was. 
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was  frequently,  for  the  fake  of  the  title,  taken  up  and  refigued  in    c  H  A  }'- 

the  fame  day.     The  office  of  iEdile,  which  ufed  to  be  of  fo  much    \ — k _« 

confequence  under  the  republic,  as  it  gave  an  opportunity  to  court 
the  favour  of  the  People  with  entertainments  and  fhows,  being  now 
of  no  value  on  this  account,  and  being  the  lowed  in  rank,  though 
{till  expenfive,  was  generally  declined  '. 

The  period  for  which  the  pretended  commiifion  of  the  Triumvirs 
had  been  granted  by  the  Roman  Senate  and  People  being  now 
about  to  expire,  Oclavius  and  Antony,  without  having  rccourfe  to 
the  fame  form,  renamed  the  exercife  of  their  power  for  five  years 
longer.  And  having,  in  appearance,  amicably  fettled  the  feveral 
points  in  difpute  between  fhemfelves,  they  feparated  in  puriuit  of 
their  refpective  objects  ;  O&avius  being  intent  on  the  war  with  Sex* 
tus  Pompeius,  and  Antony  on  that  with  the  Parthians.  But,  to  the 
great  danger  of  their  future  agreement,  the  laft  was  no  longer  at- 
tended by  Octavia,  who  had  hitherto  ferved  as  a  bond  of  union  be* 
tween  them,  and  had  checked  the  jealoufies  and  extravagancies  of 
her  hufband.  ,She  had  born  him  a  child,  was  again  pregnant,  and 
being  unable  to  attend  him  in  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  likely  to 
be  expofed  in  the  Parthian  war,  chofe  to  remain  in  Italy,  and  to  fix 
her  refidence  at  Rome  '°. 

In  the  profpett  of  the  approaching  campaign,  Agrippa  was  recalled 
from  Gaul,  where  he  had  been  employed  by  Oclavius  in  the  pre- 
ceding fummer,  and  during  the  mifcarriages  on  the  coaft  of  Italy. 
This  officer,  although  of  mean  extraction,  rofe  to  the  highefl  ho- 
nours, which  could,  in  this  flate  of  his  country,  be  attained  by  a 
citizen.  As  he  was  not' born  to  the  dignity  and  pretenfions  of  a 
Roman  Senator,  he  cannot  be  accufed,  with  others,  of  having  be- 
trayed that  character ;  but  coming  forward  amidfl  the  ruins  of  the 

'  Dio.  Cafl".  lib.  xlviii.  c.  43 — 53. 

10  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v.     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  46,  &c 

K  k  2  republic, 
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BOOK  republic,  and  after  the  extinction  of  thofe  virtues  which  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  its  prefervation,  he  was  the  firft  perfon  who  underftood 
and  poffeffed  the  habits  and  accomplishments  which  are  required  ia 
fupport  of  a  monarchy  ;  fubmiftion  without  fervility  or  bafenefs,  ap- 
plication, fidelity,  and  courage ;  eftimating  honours  by  his  nearnefs 
to  his  prince,  and  merit  by  the  degree  in  which  he  could  promote 
his  fervice  ".  He  had  in  the  preceding  fummer  obtained  fome 
victories  on  the  Rhine,  and  was  the  firft  Roman,  after  Julius  Ca-far, 
who  had  pafled  that  barrier  of  the  German  nations.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival at  Rome  he  might  have  had  a  triumph  on  account  of  thefe 
fervices ;  but  preferring  the  refpedt  that  was  due  to  his  mailer,  to 
the  fenfe  of  his  own  perfonal  confequence,  he  faid,  that  it  did  not 
become  him  to  triumph  while  the  affairs  of  Cxfar  were  not  in 
profperity. 

Agrippa  was  by  his  genius  qualified  for  the  execution  of  magni- 
ficent works,  as  well  as  for  the  fteady  and  able  conduct  of  military 
operations.  Obferving,  that  the  difafters  of  the  preceding  year  were 
to  be  imputed,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  want  of  harbours  and  proper 
retreats  for  fhipping  on  the  weflern  coaft  of  Italy,  he  made  it  his  firft 
object  to  fupply  this  defect,  by  opening  a  communication  from  the 
fea  to  the  lakes  of  Cumse,  which  were  fpacious  bafons,  and  when 
thus  rendered  acceffible  by  navigable  entries,  might  furniih  every 
conveniency  for  the  reception  and  conftruetion  of  fleets.  In  deferr- 
ing the  mafonry  which  was  neceffary  in  the  formation  of  thefe  com- 
munications, mention  is  made  of  the  peculiar  advantage  derived  from 
the  ufe  of  burnt  earth  taken  from  the  neighbouring  mountains  ;  and 
which  being  ufed  for  fand  in  the  compofition  of  mortar,  made  an 
excellent  cement  for  buildings  that  were  to  remain  under  water  ". 

"  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  79.  '*  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlviii.  c.  4s,  49,  50,  51,  52. 

8  While 
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While  the  rummer  pafl'cd  in  the  execution  of  thefe  works,  and  in    C  H  A  P. 

the  equipment  of  a  proper  fleet  to  encounter  that  of  Pompey,  Menas,    u — „ 1 

repenting  of  his  late  defertion,  entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  his 
former  mafler ;  and  being  affured  of  pardon,  withdrew  with  feven 
fliips  from  the  fleet  of  Octavius,  then  under  the  command  of  Cal- 
vilius,  and  returned  to  his  former  fervice.  Octavius  took  this  oc- 
cafionto  fuperfede  Calvifius,  upon  an  imputation  of  neglect,  and  ap- 
pointed Agrippa  to  fucceed  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  war, 

About  a  year  was  fpent  in  the  equipment  of  fliips  and  in  training  U.  C.  -17. 
the  mariners,  which,  for  the  convenience  of  harbours  and  docks,  was   Poplicola, 
executed  as  before,  at  two  feparate  ftations  ;  one  at  Tarentum,  under  piJ^s*"" 
Statilius  Taurus,  where  the  fhips  which  had  been  furnifhed  by  An-  M-  Cocceil» 

J  Nerva,  P. 

tony  (till  remained  ;  the  other  in  the  new  harbour  at  Puteoli,  under   Sulpkids 

Querinus, 

Agrippa. 

Lepidus,  to  iecond  the  operations  of  Octavius,  had  aftembled  his 
forces  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  it  was  concerted  that  Sicily  ihould- 
be  invaded  in  three  places  at  once  ;  at  Lillybseum,  the  neareft  part  to 
Africa,  by  Lepidus  ;  at  Mylae,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  ifland, 
by  Agrippa  ;  and  at  Taurominium,  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  by  Statilius 
Taurus.  It  was  projected  that  the  armaments  equipped  for  thefe 
different  fervices,  fliould  be  at  their  places  of  deftination  as  nearly  as 
poflible  about  the  firft  of  July. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  making,  Octavius,  refiding  chiefly 
at  Tarentum  or  at  Cuma?,  left  the  adminiftration  of  civil  affairs  at 
Rome  in  the  hands  of  Maecenas,  who,  though  not  vefted  with  any 
office  of  magiftracy,  or  any  other  public  character  befides  that  of  a 
perfon  in  the  confidence  of  his  mafter,  poffefled  a  fupreme  authority, 
Octavius  himfelf,  when  the  plan  of  the  war  was  ripe  for  execution^ 
joined  tha_t  divifion  of  his  forces  which  was  led  by  Agrippa,  and  failed 
from  Puteoli  at  the  appointed  time ;  but  after  he  had  crofted  the  bay  of 
Bais,  to  the  promontory  of  Minerva,  he  met  with  a  ftorm,  by  which. 

many 
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"BOOK,     many  of  his  fhips  were  damaged,  and  forced  to  put  back  into  the 
port  he  had  left. 

This  accident  was  likely  to  difconcert  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, or  to  delay  the  invafion  of  Sicily  for  another  feafon.  But 
the  complaints  of  the  people  of  Italy,  fuffering  under  the  obftruction 
that  was  given  by  Pompey  to  the  importation  of  corn,  required  an 
immediate  relief.  Some  of  the  projected  operations  of  the  campaign 
were  already  begun,  and  required  to  be  fupported.  Lepidus  had 
failed  with  the  fir  ft  divifion  of  his  army,  and  had  landed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lillyhxum,  and  Statilius  Taurus  had  advanced 
from  Tarentum  to  Leucopetrae,  oppofite  to  Taurominium,  the  place 
at  which  he  was  ordered  to  make  his  defcent.  Urged  by  thefe  con- 
siderations, Octavius,  with  fuch  repairs  as  he  could  accomplifh,  in 
about  thirty  days  after  he  had  been  put  back  into  port,  again  put  to 
lea.  At  Strougyle'  he  learnt  that  Pompey,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  fleet,  lay  off  Mylse  to  guard  that  accefs  to  the  illand.  Thinking 
this,  therefore,  a  favourable  opportunity  to  pufh  his  other  attack 
from  Leucopetrae  to  Taurominium,  he  himfelf  returned  to  the  coaft 
of  Italy,  landed  at  Vibo,  went  from  thence  by  land  to  Leucopetrae, 
and  put  the  fquadron  from  that  place  in  motion  for  their  intended 
defcent  on  Sicily. 

While  Octavius  was  thus  employed  at  the  other  extremity  of  the 
Straits,  Agrippa  had  come  to  an  action  with  Pompey's  fleet  off  the 
harbour  of  Mylas,  and  obliged  them  to  put  back  into  port  with  the 
lofs  of  thirty  fhips  '*.  This  circumftance  ftill  farther  confirmed  Oc- 
tavius  in  his  intention  to  pafs  with  his  army  into  Sicily  ;  and  he 
accordingly,  without  meeting  with  any  obftruction,  arrived  at  Tauro- 
minium, and  landed  his  forces. 

Sextus  Pompeius,  in  the  mean  time,  having  had  intimation  of 
this  defign,  foon  after  the  action  at  Mylse,  had  withdrawn  in  the 

,s  Orofius,  lib.  vi.  p.  z66, 

2  night 
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night  to  Meflina ;  and   having  put  frelh  men  on  board  his  mips,    CHAP. 

fleered  for  Taurominium,  and  came   in  fight  of  the  harbour  foon    '       /     ■ 

after  the  enemy  had  difembarked.     By  the  unexpected  appearance  of 

a  fleet  much  fuperior  to  his  own,  Octavius  was  greatly  alarmed  j  and 

leaving  the  command  of  the  forces  he  hadjuft  landed,  to  Cornificius,  ' 

he  ordered  his  fhips  to  flip  their  cables,  and  make  what  fail  they  could 

to  recover  the  harbour  of  Leucopetra.      He  himfelf  went  on  board  a 

fmall  pinnace,  in  order  the  better  to  efcape  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 

and  with  a  very  few  attendants  landed  in  a  creek  on  the  coaft  of  Italy. 

His  fhips  were  diiperfed,  part  taken,  and  many  ftranded  on  the  oppo- 

fite  mores;  but  he  himfelf  made  his  way  in  the  night  to  Leucopetne, 

where  a  divifion  of  the  army,  under  Meflala,  waited  for  the  return, 

of  the  fhips  in  which  they  were  to  follow  the  former  embarkation. 

Octavius,  without  being  difconcerted  by  this  difafter,  or  by  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  the  part  which  he  himfelf  had  acted,  and  which  ferved 
to  confirm  all  the  former  imputations  of  cowardice,  without  lofs  of' 
time  fent  immediate  difpatches  to  all  the  ftations  of  his  troops,  to  inti- 
mate hisfafe  arrival  in  the  camp  of  Meflala.  Before  he  fhifted  his 
wet  clothes,, or  took  any  food,  he  made  all  the  neceffary  arrangements; 
fent  a  pinnace  to  Cornificius,  whom  he  had  left  in  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Sicily,  with  orders  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity ;  and  another  to  Agrippa,  with  inftructions  to  move  as  foon  as 
he  could, .  by  fea  or  by  land,  to  his  relief.  And  he  ordered  Carinas, 
who  with  three  legions  lay  embarked  at  Vibo,  to  fail  without  lofs  of 
time,  and  to  join  Agrippa  at  Lipare. . 

While  Pompey  pafled  with  his  fleet  along  the  coaft  from  Meffina 
to  Taurominium,  he  had  ordered  a  great  body  of  horfe  on  the  fhore 
to  keep  pace,  as  nearly  as  poflible,  with  the  motion  of  his  fhips  ;  and  - 
as  they  approached  to  Taurominium,  while  he  himfelf  fhould  block 
up  the  harbour,  to  lay  wafte  the  country,  or  to  reftrain  the  foraging 

parties  of  the  enemy, . 

Gornificius^ 
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Cornificius,  whom  Octavius  had  left  in  the  command  of  his  forces 
at  this  place,  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  took  his 
refolution  to  depart  from  the  coaft,  and,  if  poffible,  to  join  Agrippa, 
who,  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  might  by  this  time  have  effected  his 
landing  at  Myla?,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  iiland.  He  accordingly 
endeavoured  to  convey  intelligence  of  his  defign,  and  requefted 
Agrippa  to  come  forward  to  meet  hiin  with  a  proper  force,  and 
wnth  the  neceflary  fupplies,  to  give  relief  to  his  army,  and  to  favour 
Jiis  junction. 

The  route  by  which  Cornificius  was  molt  likely  to  avoid  Pompey's 
ftations,  led  by  the  fkirts  of  Mount  vEtna,  and  over  barren  tracts  that 
were  ftill  covered,  inftead  of  foil,  with  pumice  and  lava,  which  had 
been  difcharged  from  the  mountain,  and  which  were  not  any  where 
fuoplied  with  vegetation  or  water.  His  way  over  this  fpecies  of  foil 
lay  through  difficult  paffes,  occupied  by  the  natives,  who  either  ha- 
ralTed  his  rear,  or  difputed  his  paffage  in  front.  But  after  having 
undergone  great  labour  and  diftrefs,  and  having  loft  a  confiderable 
part  of  his  army  by  fatigue  and  famine,  he  was  met  by  Laronius, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  fupply  of  provifions  from  Agrippa  ; 
and,  upon  the  appearance  of  this  relief,  was  fufFered  by  the  enemy  to 
continue  the  remainder  of  his  march  undifturbed. 

Thus  the  two  feparate  divifions  of  the  army  of  Oclavius,  with 
which  he  intended  at  once  to  have  attacked  the  oppofite  fides  of  tlie 
iiland,  were  aflembled  together  on  the  northern  coaft.  Hither  he 
himfelf  foon  after  repaired,  and  began  his  operations  by  land  at  the 
head  of  twenty-one  legions,  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and  above  five 
thoufand  light  or  irregular  infantry. 

Pompey  was  yet  ftrong  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Meflina,  or  in 
that  angle  of  the  ifland  which  pointed  towards  Italy.  The  ground 
being  rugged  and  mountainous  in  the  interior  parts,  forming  a  ridge 
from  Mount  iEtna  to  the  head  of  Pelorus,  his  quarters  were  acceffible 

only, 
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-only,  or  chiefly,  by  the  roads  on  the  coaft,  leading  from  Mylae  on  c  H  A  P. 
the  one  hand,  and  from  Taurominium  on  the  other,  to  Meffina.  Of 
thefe  communications  he  was  ftill  mailer,  by  means  of  the  for- 
trefTes  which  he  polfefTed  at  Myl<T,  and  at  Taurominium.  As  he  fup- 
pofed  that  Lepidus,  from  the  fide  of  Africa,  would  attempt  to  co- 
operate with  the  forces  of  Octavius  from  Italy,  he  had  flationed  at 
Lilybasum  a  part  of  his  fleet,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops, 
commanded  by  Plennius,  to  oppofe  the  defcent  and  advances  of  the 
enemy  on  that  quarter.  The  officer  who  had  charge  of  his  fleet  on 
this  ilation,  had  fuffered  the  hrft  embarkation  of  Lepidus  to  efcapc 
and  to  effect  their  landing  ;  but  being  lb  fortunate  as  to  intercept  the 
fecond,  he  in  a  great  meafure  difconcerted  the  intended  operation  on 
that  fide. 

Lepidus,  with  that  part  of  the. army  he  had  landed  in  Sicily,  re- 
mained inactive  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lilybseum,  until  having  ac- 
counts that  Octavius  was  arrived  in  the  ifland,  had  united  the  different 
divifions  of  his  army  at  Myla?,  and  had  obliged  Sextus  Pompeius  to 
collect  all  his  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Meffina,  he  fuppofed 
that  the  country  from  thence  might  be  open  to  him  ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly, notwithftanding  that  Plennius,  with  a  confiderable  body  of 
Poinpey's  forces,  remained  behind  him  at  Lilybamm,  marched  from 
one  end  of  the  ifland  to  the  other  ;  and  having  effected  his  junction 
with  Octavius,  they  determined  to  prefs  upon  Pompey  at  once  with 
their  united  forces  both  by  fea  and  by  land. 

In  execution  of  this  plan,  Agrippa  made  a  feint  to  land  at  the 
head  of  Pelorus ;  and  having  drawn  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
that  quarter,  favoured  the  defign  of  Octavius,  who,  in  the  mean 
time,  furprifed  and  took  the  fortrefs  of  Mylae.  The  combined 
army  having  gained  this  important  advantage,  continued  to  prefs 
upon  Pompey,  made  movements  which  threatened  to  invert  Mef- 
fina, and  to  cut  off  the  communications  of  his  fleet  and  army  with 

Vol.  Ill,  L  1  th« 
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BOOK  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  In  order  to  avoid 
<— — vt — '  theie  inconveniences,  Pompey  found  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  to 
hazard  a  battle  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  or  wherever  his  antagonifts 
prefented  an  opportunity  the  mod  likely  to  procure  him  relief.  He 
himfelf  relied  chiefly  on  his  naval  force  ;  and  accordingly,  without 
feeking  for  any  advantage  of  fituation  or  furprize,  prefented  himfelf 
to  the  enemy  near  to  Naulochus,  between  the  promontories  of  Mylse 
and  Pelorus,  and  was  there  met  by  Agrippa. 

The  fleets  which  were  now  to  engage,  confifted  of  about  three 
hundred  mips  on  each  fide.  When  formed  in  order  of  battle,  then- 
lines  were  nearly  of  equal  extent.  The  conftruction  of  mips  was  the 
fame,  and  they  advanced  deliberately  on  fmooth  water,  without  any 
circumftance  that  appeared  to  prognofticate  the  victory  on  either 
fide.  The  armies,  at  the  fame  time,  were  drawn  upon  the  fhore,. 
and  in  fight  of  the  fcene  which  was  to  be  acted  before  them.  After 
an  obftinate  fight,  in  which  the  fleet  of  Pompey  already  fuffered  con- 
fiderably,  feventeen  of  his  fhips  at  once  withdrew  from  the  action,  and 
flood  away  for  the  Straits  of  Meflina.  Thofe  that  were  neareft  the 
land  ran  upon  the  fhore,  and  were  wrecked  or  taken;  the  remainder 
being  farther  at  fea,  and  cut  off  from  their  own  harbours,  flruck,  and 
delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  enemy. 

The  progrefs  of  the  action  at  fea  was  accompanied  from  the  land 
with  fhouts  and  acclamations  on  the  one  fide,  and  with  filent  affliction, 
or  with  cries  of  defpair,  on  the  other.  Twenty-eight  mips  of  Pom- 
pey's  fleet  were  funk  ;  above  two  hundred  and  fifty,  being  the  whole 
that  remained  befides  the  feventeen  that  fled  to  Meflina,  were  ftranded, 
-  taken,  or  burnt ,+.     O&avius  loft  only  three  fhips. 

Pompey  perceiving  the  extent  of  his  calamity,  was  feized  with  de- 
fpair ;  and,  without  having  given  any  orders  in  camp,  made  hafte  to-. 

14  Oroiius,  lib.vi.  c.  s8>. 
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Medina.  The  army  he  had  left  in  the  held,  feeing  themfelves  de- 
ferted  by  their  leader,  went  over  to  the  enemy.  He  himfelf,  at 
Meffina,  made  a  feint  of  muttering  his  forces  as  for  an  obftinate  de- 
fence. He  called  in  all  the  fhips  that  any  where  remained  on 
the  coaft,  and  all  the  forces  that  could  be  found  on  the  illand  IS. 
But,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  pretended  arrangements  for  a  vigorous  re- 
iittance,  he  had  taken  a  relolution  to  depart  from  Sicily  ;  and  having 
a  veffel  prepared  for  his  reception,  accordingly  embarked,  with  his 
daughter,  and  a  few  perfons  whom  he  had  chofen  to  attend  him  in  his 
flight. 

As  foon  as  the  vettel,  on  board  of  which  it  was  known  Pompey  had 
embarked,  appeared  under  fail,  all  the  fhips  which  were  then  in  the 
harbour  put  to  fea,  with  intention  to  follow  the  fame  courfe ;  but  with- 
out receiving  any  orders  or  intimation  of  a  place  at  which  to  re-affemble, 
in  cafe  of  feparation.  The  unfortunate  leader  obferving,  among  the 
fhips  that  followed  him,  fome  that  were  commanded  by  officers  in  whom, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  his  fortunes,  he  could  not  confide,  wifhed  to 
feparate  from  them,  and  gave  out  that  he  meant  to  avoid  thecoafts  ; 
and,  in  order  to  deceive  them  in  the  night,  extinguifhing  his  lights, 
rowed  cloie  to  the  fhore  of  Italy,  and  turning  round  the  head-lands 
till  he  was  oppofite  to  Corcyra,  he  flood  over  for  that  ifland,  from 
thence  to  Cephalonia,  and  laft  of  all  to  Lefbos,  where  he  landed  at 
Mytilenc,  a  place  at  which  he  had  refided  with  his  mother  Cornelia, 
during  the  campaign  between  his  father  and  the  firft  Cxfar  in  Thef- 
faly,  and  from  whence  he  had  been  carried  about  twelve  years  be- 
fore this  date,  to  witnefs  the  cataftrophe  of  his  father's  fortunes  on  the 
coaft  of  Egypt.  At  Mytilene',  notwithftanding  the  memory  of  thefe 
difcouraging  circumftances,  and  the  low  ftate  of  his  own  affairs,  he 
met  with  a  hofpitable  reception,  and  patted  the  winter  in  humble 

15  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 
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B  °v°  K  expectation  of  protection  from  Antony,  to  whofe  generofity  he  in- 
tended to  commit  himfelf. 

Oclavius,  in  the  mean  time,  fufpe&ing  that  Pompey  muft  have 
taken  refuge  in  fome  part  of  the  provinces  which  were  in  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  his  colleague,  was  caxitious  not  to  awaken  his  jealoufy  by 
prefuming  to  violate  his  fanctuary,  or  by  pretending  to  anticipate 
the  refolutions  he  might  be  inclined  to  take  on  the  fubjedt  of  this 
fuppliant  "V 

After  the  head  of  the  Pompeian  party  had  made  fo  wretched  an" 
exit  from  Sicily,  Plennius,  who,  foon  after  the  departure  of  Lepidus 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Lilybaeum,  had  fet  out  with  fix  legions 
to  join  his  commander,  and  who  had  come  too  late  to  be  compre- 
hended in  the  furrender  of  the  army  at  Naulochus,  threw  himfelf 
into  Meffina,  more  with  an  intention  to  obtain  favourable  terms  for 
the  troops  under  his  command,  than  with  any  hopes  to  retrieve  the 
affairs  of  his  mafter. 

At  this  time  Lepidus  being  near  to  Ivlemna,  while  O&avius  ftill 
remained  at  Naulochus,  invefted  the  place,  and,  without  confulting- 
Ms  colleague,  granted  the  terms  which  were  afked  by  Plennius,  took 
poffeffion  of  the  town,  and  incorporated  the  troops  that  had  ferved 
under  that  officer  with  his  own  army.  In  concluding  this  treaty,, 
and  in  taking  the  advantage  of  it  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  without  the 
concurrence  or  participation  of  Caefar,  he  had  earneft  remonftrances 
made  to  him  by  Agrippa,  who  had  come  with  his  victorious  fleet  to 
Meffina  ;  but  it  foon  after  appeared  that  Lepidus  not  only  thought 
himfelf  intitled  to  decide  in  that  inftance,  but,  upon  the  acceffion  of 
ftrength  which  he  now  gained,  began  to  form  much  higher  pre- 
tenfions.  He  now  reckoned  under  his  own  ftandard  twenty-two 
Regions,  with  a  numerous  body  of  horfe,  and  propofed  not  only  to 

"  Dio.  Caff,  lib,  xlix.  c.  18. 
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keep  poffefiion  of  Meffina,  but  to  claim  the  whole  ifland  of  Sicily    c  H,A  p- 
as  an  appendage  of  his  province  in  Africa.      He  accordingly  fent  de- 
tachments to  fecure  the  principal  towns. 

0<£tavius,  already  provoked  at  the  precipitation  with  which  Le- 
pidus  had  granted  a  capitulation  to  the  troops  at  Mefllna,  without 
his  concurrence,  loudly  complained  of  the  meafures  which  he  took 
to  appropriate  the  iiland  of  Sicily  to  himfelf,  without  the  confent 
of  his  affociates  in  the  empire  ;  alleged  that  he  had  been  called 
thither  as  a  mere  auxiliary,  and  had  borne  no  part  of  the  expcnce 
incurred  in  the  war,  Lepidus,.  on  his  part,  complained  of  the  in- 
jultice  which  had  already  been  done  to  him  in  withholding  Spain,  his 
original  lot  in  the  partition  of  the  provinces ;  and  faid,  if  it  -were 
fuppofed  that  Africa  and  Sicily  were  more  than  an  equivalent  for 
Spain,,  he  was  willing  to  furrender  them  both  in  exchange  for  that 
province. 

This  difpute  being  likely  to  end  in  a  ferious  quarrel,  the  ordinary 
intercourfe  between  the  two  camps  was  difcontinued,  and  precautions 
were  takei  y  their  refpeclive  officers,  as  in  the  prefence  of  an  ene- 
my.  Both  armies  faw  with  diflike  the  fymptoms  of  an  open  rupture 
and  of  a  frefh  war,  in  which  foldiers,  without  any  profpect  of  ad- 
vantage,, even  to  the  victors,  were  mutually  to  imbrue  their  hands  in 
blood,  to  decide  a  queftion  of  mere  jealoufy  or  emulation  between 
their  leaders. 

In  comparing  the  character  and  proipe&s  of  the  chiefs  to  be  en- 
gaged in  this  quarrel,  the  preference,  in  the  efteem  of  both  armies, 
was  certainly  due  to  Oetavius.  To  his  pofTeffion  of  Spain  and  the 
two  Gauls,  he  joined  that  of  Italy,  with  the  metropolis,  or  feat  of 
the  empire.  He  bore  the  name  of  Cxfar,  and  was  at  the  head 
of  that  formidable  military  power,  which  had  broken  the  force  of  the 
republic,  and   extinguifhed   the  authority    of  the  Senate.      By  his 

means. 
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BOOK    mean's  the  retainers  of  Ca;  far  had  obtained  the  preferable  lots  in  the 

V.  ;  .  . 

i,.,  —  t—  _;    late  dihribution  oi  lettlements  and  military  rewards. 

Lepidus,  on  the  contrary,  without  any  party  attached  to  his  per- 
fon,  and  without  any  high  reputation,  had  been  placed  in  the  com- 
mand of  armies  by  the  appointment  or  fufferance  of  others.  The 
origin  of  his  merit  with  Julius  Csefar,  which  conlifted  in  proftituting 
the  dignity  of  Praetor  to  his  lirft  ufurpations  in  the  city,  was  an  act 
of  bafenefs.  His  place  from  thenceforward,  in  the  military  arrange- 
ments which  enfued,  was  matter  of  courfe,  or  due  merely  to  his  rank, 
without  any  regard  to  abilities  or  merit.  His  being  admitted  as  a 
third  in  the  prefent  divifion  of  the  fovereignty,  proceeded  folely  from 
the  mutual  jealoufies  of  the  other  two,  who  wifhed  for  a  perfon  to 
witnefs  their  tranfactions,  and  to  hold  fome  fpecies  of  balance  between 
them.  In  the  choice  which  they  made  of  Lepidus,  his  want  of  any 
pretenfions,  that  could  interfere  with  either  in  the  defign  which  they 
feverally  entertained  of  poffeffing  the  empire,  was  a  principal  re- 
commendation. 

In  this  comparifon,  Oclavius  was  confcious  of  a  fuperiority,  in  the 
opinion  even  of  the  troops  who  were  inlifted  to  ferve  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  rival.  He  accordingly  thought  this  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, while  Antony  was  at  a  diftance,  and  no  enemy  exifting,  either 
in  Sicily  or  Italy,  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  weaknefs  and  incapacity  of 
Lepidus,  to  ftrip  him  of  his  fhare  in  the  empire,  and  to  feize  upon  the 
province  of  Africa,  and  the  army  now  in  Sicily,  as  an  accefiion  to  his 
own  ftrength.  For  this  purpofe  he  employed  proper  agents  in  the 
camp  of  Lepidus,  gained  many  of  his  principal  officers  by  prefents, 
and  by  the  expectation  of  greater  rewards.  Having  much  contempt 
for  the  character  of  their  leader,  and  thinking  the  way  fufliciently 
prepared  for  an  open  declaration,  he  prefented  himfelf  with  a  party 
of  horfe  in  the  front  of  their  camp,  entered  with  a  few  attendants, 
4  as 
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as   into  the  midft  of  his  own  army;  and  mounting:  an  eminence,    c  il  A  p- 

VI. 
from  which  he  might  be  heard  by  the  crowds  that  affembled  around 

him,  he  complained  of  the  fteps  which  had  been  taken  by  their  ge- 
neral toward  a  rupture  between  the  two  armies,  and  expreffed  his 
fincere  defire  that  all  differences  might  be  removed,  without  engaging 
in  new  fcenes  of  blood  fo  many  valiant  men  who  had  deferred  fo 
well  of  their  leaders. 

It  appears  that  numbers  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  camp  of  Le- 
pidus  were  prepared  for  the  part  they  were  to  act  on  this  cccafion  ; 
they  applauded  the  concern  which  Oclavius  expreffed  for  the  armies,, 
and  declared  themfelves  willing  to  obey  his  commands.  Others, 
though  not  in  the  concert,  followed  this  example,  ran  to  their  arms, 
and  haftened  to  prefent  Oclavius  with  their  colours,  in  token  that  they 
received  him  as  their  general. 

Lepidus,  to  whom  this  viiit  and  its  confequences  were  altogether 
unexpected,  being  roufed  by  fuch  an  alarm,  ran  forth  to  the  ftreets 
of  the  camp,  founded  to  arms ;  and,  as  many  of  the  troops  from 
mere  habit  obeyed  his  command,  without  confidering  who  was  their 
enemy,  attacked  Octavius,  obliged  him  to  repafs  through  the  gate 
at  which  he  had  entered,  and  to  place  himfelf  under  cover  of  the 
•  cavalry,  who  wrere  waiting  to  receive  him,  and  whofe  protection  was 
now  necefiary  to  conduct  him  in  fafety  to  his  own  camp. 

In  this  manner  the  defign  of  Octavius,  on  the  point  of  being  exe- 
cuted, appeared  to  be  defeated.  But  his  declaration  had  made  too 
deep  an  impreffion  to  be  fo  (lightly  removed.  The  doubts  which  it 
railed,  and  the  choice  now  to  be  made  of  a  leader,  was  generally 
decided  in  favour  of  Cx-far.  The  effect  of  this  decision  accordingly 
appeared 'in  a  great  defertion  from  the  camp  of  Lepidus,  either  then 
or  during  the  fubfequent  night-  The  legions,  lately  come  over  from 
the  fervice  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  beginning  to  leave  him  in  a  body,, 
he  threw  himfelf,  with  the  ufual  guards  of  his  perfon,.  in  the  way  to 

flop 
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BOOK  ft0p  them,  But  finding  that  the  very  body  with  which  he  expected 
to  prevent  this  delation  joined  thole  who  were  going  over  to  the 
enemy,  he  mixed  intreaties  and  threats,  laid  hold  of  an  enfign-ftaff, 
and  attempted  by  force  to  flop  the  officer  that  was  carrying  it  to 
his  rival.  "  Dead  >or  alive,"  faid  the  bearer,  "  you  Jhall  quit  your. 
bold"  The  cavalry  at  the  fame  time  mounted  their  hordes,  and, 
without  leaving  their  ground,  fent  a  melfage  to  Oclavius,  defiling  to 
know,  whether  he  chofe  that  Lepidus  mould  be  fecured  or  put  to 
death  ?  Having  for  anfwer,  that  O&avius  had  no  defign  upon  the 
life  of  their  general,  they  jnoved  away  without  any  farther  notice 
of  him. 

Lepidus,  feeing  the  defertion  of  his  army  complete,  and  having 
no  longer  any  friends  or  retinue  to  attend  his  perfon,  laid  afide  his 
imperial  robes,  and,  in  the  ordinary  drefs  of  a  citizen,  walked  to- 
wards the  camp  and  the  tent  of  his  rival.  Multitudes  followed  him, 
to  gratify  their  curiofity,  in  feeing  what  was  to  pais  in  fo  new  a 
fcene.  A  perfon  who,  the  moment  before,  had  beai  at  the  head  of 
a  great  army,  and  reputed  a  third  in  the  fovereignty  of  the  empire, 
was  now,  by  the  fudden  defertion  of  his  own  troops,  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  private  man,  and  was  to  appear  as  a  fuppliant  before 
an  antagonift  whom  lie  had  recently  fet  at  defiance.  To  complete 
the  fcene  of  his  humiliation,  in  entering  the  prefence  of  Octavius, 
he  would  have  thrown  himfelf  on  the  ground,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  courtely  of  his  rival,  who,  content  to  ftrip  him  of  his  command, 
and  of  his  perfonal  confequence,  would  not  accept  this  mark  of  abafe- 
ment,  and  gave  him  leave  to  return  into  Italy,  where  he  lived  after- 
wards equally  unobferved  by  thofe  againft  whom  he  had  been  made 
;the  inftrument  of  injuftice,  and  by  thofe  who  had  made  him  their  tool. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Forces  of  Oclavius  after  the  Acqu'ifition  of  Sicily,  andthejunclion  of  the 

Armies  of  Sextus  Pompeius  and  Lepidus. Mutiny  and  Separation 

of  thefe  Forces. Arrival  of  Oclavius  at  Rome. His  Reform 

of  the  Army. Expedition  of  Antony  againfl  the  Pwthians. H"u 

Retreat. The  Death  of  Sextus  Pompeius. Open  Breach  be- 
tween Oclavius  and  Antony. Progrcfs  of  Antony  and  Cleopatra 

towards.  Greece. Operations   of  Antony    and  Oclavius    on    the 

Gulph   of  Ambracia. Battle  of  Aclium. Flight   of  Antony. 

. Immediate  Arrangements   of  Oclavius  after  his  Vidory. ■ 

Death  of  Antony And  of  Cleopatra. 

IN  confequence  of  the  events  which  had  taken  place  in  Sicily,     c  H  A  P. 
Oclavius  found  himfelf  at  once  at  the  conclulion  of  a  hazardous    , f_ 

war,  and  mafter  of  all  the  forces  which  had  been  employed  in  it, 
whether  as  friends  or  as  enemies.     His  fleet  xiow  confifted  of  near 
fix  hundred  gallies  with  ftore-fhips  and  tranfports ;  his  land  army  of 
forty-five  legions,  which,  though   fuppofed  to   be  incomplete,  may 
have  amounted  to  above  two  hundred  thoufand  men.     To  thefe  he 
joined  above  fifteen  thoufand  horfe  and  twenty  thoufand  irregular 
infantry.     They  had  been  levied   for  different  mailers  and  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the   empire,   were  perfons  of  different  defcriptions ; 
originally  flaves,  as   well   as   freemen ;    natives   of  Spain,  Sardinia, 
Sicily,  and  Africa,  mixed   with  Italians   and  Roman   citizens;  ad- 
herents of  Caefar  and  of  Pompey,  of  Antony,  of  Oclavius  or  Lepidus. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  difpofe  of  an  afTemblage  confifting  of  fuch 
various  and  difcordant  parts.     The  troops  that  came  over  from  Sextus 
Pompeius  or  Lepidus  were  to  be  retained  by  indulgence  and  favours, 
Vol.  III.  M  m  and 
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BOOK     and  thofe  who  had  been  the  original  fupport  of  Csefar's  fortunes  had 
v. 

peculiar  merits  ;   all  were  fenfible  of  their  own  confequence,  and  even 

of  a  power  to  difpofe  of  the  empire, 

Octavius  faw  the  neceffity  of  feparating  fuch  an  army  into  different 
quarters  before  any  cabals  mould  be  formed,  and  before  any  mu- 
tinous fpirits  had  leifure  to  work  on  their  minds,  or  to  fill  them  with 
dangerous  hopes  or  pretenfions.  That  they  might  part  in  good 
humour,  he  made  a  diftribution  of  fome  money,  in  token  of  his 
gratitude  for  recent  fervices  ;  and  promifed  a  great  deal  more.  But 
what  he  now  gave  appeared  to  be  contemptible,  when  compared  with 
the  reward  which  had  been  formerly  given  at  Mutina  and  at  Philippi, 
and  ftill  more,  when  compared  with  the  fettlements  lately  made  for 
the  veterans  of  Caefar  in  Italy.  Thefe  were  minutely  recorded,  as 
the  ftandard  by  which  every  legion  had  formed  its  expectations  ;  and 
a  general  diffatisfaction  was  apparent  in  every  rank  and  defcription 
of  men.  Octavius  for  fome  time  affected  to  be  ignorant  of  their  dif- 
content,  and  would  have  proceeded  to  make  the  arrangements  he  had 
planned  for  feparating  them,  and  for  placing  the  legions  in  quarters 
remote  from  each  other;  but  he  had  reafon  to  doubt  that  his  orders 
would  not  be  obeyed,  and  ftill  remained  in  fufpence.  When  his 
knowledge  of  the  mutinous  fpirit  that  prevailed  in  the  army  could  no, 
longer  be  diffembled,  he  endeavoured  to  foothe  the  moft  clamorous 
by  additional  marks  of  his  favour,  connfting  chiefly  of  public  ho- 
nours, badges  of  military  fervice  to  the  men,  and  the  title  of  fenators 
beftowed  on  many  of  the  officers.  In  diftributing  thefe  favours,  he 
affembled  the  army,,  and  made  a  fpeech,  fetfing  forth  the  nature  of 
the  honours  which  he  now  conferred,  and  his  farther  intentions  re- 
flecting the  rewards  which  he  meant  to  beftow.  "  Thefe  are 
*  baubles^  laid  a  Tribune,  named  Offilius,,interrupting  him  ;.  children 
**  only  are  am ufe d  in  this  manner ;  but  men  who  have  expofed  tbemfelves  in 
*•  thefervk  e  of  their  general^  expeEt  to  be  rewarded  with  lands  and  fettle— ■ 
4  "  vtents" 
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il  ments  '."     This  Tribune  was  feconded  by  the  clamours  of  the  whole    CHAP. 

V  il» 

army.  Octavius  retired  from  the  audience  in  fome  diforder ;  and, 
feniible  of  the  danger  to  which  he  had  expofed  himfelf,  from  this 
time  forward  never  ventured  to  meet  thefe  troops  in  a  body,  but 
employed  fecret  arts  in  removing  the  heads  of  the  mutiny. 

The  Tribune  Offilius,  who  had  dared  to  interrupt  his  general  in 
fuch  mutinous  terms,  whether  won  by  favour,  or  taken  off  by  vio- 
lence, was  fecretly  difpofed  of.  The  legions  who  had  ferved  at  Mu- 
tina  and  Philippi,  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand  men  *,  were  fepa- 
rately  appealed  by  donations  and  promifes  ;  were  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  of  their  diicharge  from  the  fervice,  and,  without  any  farther 
difturbance,   to  depart  from  the  ifland. 

When  this  part  of  the  army  was  removed,  Octavius  affected  to 
coniider  thofe  who  were  gone  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  late  difcontents, 
and  the  guilty,  he  faid,  being  thus  feparated  from  the  innocent  and 
from  the  deferving,  he  made  an  additional  prefent  in  money  to 
thofe  who  remained,  and  held  out  the  hopes  of  convenient  fettlements ; 
and  of  plentiful  fortunes,  at  the  final  expiration  of  their  time  in  the 
fervice.  By  thefe  artifices,  and  prudent  meafures,  he  effected  the 
propofed  feparation,  and  extricated  himfelf  from  a  danger  which 
frequently  arifes  in  the  fequel  of  civil  wars,  and  threatens  the  victor 
with  an  overthrow,  from  that  very  engine  which  he  had  employed  to 
raife  his  fortunes. 

Octavius,  beforehis  departure  from  Sicil  y,  ordered  a  contribution  to  be 
levied  of  fixteen  hundred  talents';  and  being  no  way  difpofed  to  follow 
out  the  plan  of  Lepidus,  in  the  annexation  of  Sicily  to  the  province  of 
Africa,  he  appointed  feparate  governors  to  each.  Having  difmifTed 
the  fhips  which  Antony  had  furnifhed  in  the  war,  with  inftru&ions 

*  Appian.de  Bell. *Civ.  lib.  v.     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  13,  14. 

*  Orofius,  lib.  vi.  3  About  175,0001. 

M  m  2  to 
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BOOK    to  wait  at  Tarentum  for  the  orders  of  their  own  fuperior,  he  himfelf 
v. 

pa  fled  into  Italy. 

The  meffengevs  who  had  been  fent  with  accounts  of  the  victories 
obtained  by  Octavius  in  Sicily  being  arrived  before  him  at  Rome^ 
all  ranks  of  men  vied  with  each  other  in  the  applaufe  which  they 
bellowed  on  his  conduct,  and  in  celebrating  the  occafion  with  de- 
monftrations  of  joy.  In  the  name  of  the  Senate  and  People,  who 
had  no  longer  any  real  political  conceffions  to  make,  a  variety  of 
nattering  proclamations  were  iiTued,  ordering,  in  honour  of  the 
victor,  ftatues,  triumphal  arches,  procefhons,  wreaths  of  laurel,  an- 
na verfary  rejoicings,  and  immediate  thankigivings  to  be  prolonged 
beyond  any  former  time  affigned  to  fuch  festivals.  When  he  ap- 
proached to  the  city,  multitudes  of  every  rank,  adorned  with  chap- 
lets,  went  forth  to  receive  him,  and  conducted  him  in  folemn  pro-* 
ceffion  to  the  temple,  in  which  he  was  to  perform  the  facrifice  of 
ihankfgiving  for  his  fafe- return.. 

Octavius,  on  the  day  after  his  arrival,  proclaimed  the  peace  which. 
was  obtained  by  the  reduction  of  Sicily  ;  and  in   two   feparate  ha- 
rangues, of  which  he   gave  copies  in  writing,  one  addreffed  to  the 
Senate,  the  other  to  the  People,  he  gave   an  account  of  his  whole 
conduct,  from  the  time  that  he  firil  aflumed  the  administration  of 
the  government,  to  the  prefent  time.     And,  agreeably  to  the  dictates 
of  that  mafterly  judgment  with  which  he  now,  at  leaft,  began  to 
conduct  the  interefts  of  his  ambition,  he  chofe  this  time  of  victory 
and  proiperity  in  which  to  exhibit  the  effects  of  his  clemency,  of  his 
moderation,  and  of  his  difpoiition  to  fpare  thofe  who,  being  fuppofed 
difaffected  to  him,  were  now  in  his  power.     He  remitted  all  the  ar- 
rears of  taxes  that  were  any  where  due  within  his  jurifdiction,  either 
by  farmers  of  the  revenue  or  by  private  perfons.     Of  the  honours 
that  were  decreed  to  himfelf  he  made  choice  of  a  few,  and  declined 
fuch  as  were  in  any  degree  invidious  and  burdenfome  to  the  People. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  Italy,  and  Roman  citizens  in  general,  having,  c  HA  P. 
among  other  evils,  fuffered  greatly  during  the  civil  war,  by  the  de- 
fertion  of  their  flaves,  who  were  readily  received,  and  taken  into  the 
levies  that  were  continually  forming  by  different  parties  ;  O&avius 
took  this  opportunity,  as  far  as  it  was  in,  his  power,  at  once  to  repair 
the  lofs  which  had  been  fuftained  bv  the  mafler  in  the  defertion  of 
his  flave,  and  to  purge  the  army  of  a  dangerous  clafs  of  men,  by 
whom  it  was  overcharged  and  contaminated.  In  order  to  remove 
them  in  a  manner  that  mould  prevent  any  difturbance  on  their  part, 
he  fent  to  every  legion  a  fealed  order,  to  be  opened  on  a  certain  day, 
bearing,  that  all  who  had  been  in  the  condition  of  (laves  fhould  be 
fecured ;  that  as  many  as  were  claimed  fhould  be  reftored  to  their 
matters  ;  and  that  the  remainder  fhould  be  put  to  death.  According 
to  this  order,  it  was  reported  that  thirty  thoufand  were  remitted  to 
fervitude,  and  fix  thoufand  killed  \ 

The  author  of  this  fevere,  but  well-concerted  reform,  now  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  had,  by  accommodating  himfelf,  on 
every  occafion,  to  his  circumftances,  and  by  fucceflively  availing 
himfelf  of  the  fupport  of  different  parties,  more  efpecially  by  court- 
ing the  military  retainers  of  his  late  uncle,  fet  himfelf  above  the  civil 
conftitution  of  his  country  ;  and  now,  by  affecting  a  regard  to  pro- 
perty, to  civil  rank,  and  to  the  peace  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  was 
about  to  make  the  army  itfelf  dependent  on  his  will.  From  the  reai 
impreflion  which  he  made  by  this  policy,  as  well  as  from  adulation 
and  fear,  the  people  were  ftill  farther  incited  to  load  him  with  public 
honours,  and  had  his  effigy  carried  at  Rome,  and  in  every  country- 
town  of  Italy,  among  the  idols  of  the  tutelar  gods. 

The  advantage  now  gained  by  Octavius,  in  the  acquifition  of 
armies  and  provinces  lately  belonging  to  Lepidus,  were  fufficient  to 

4  Orofius,  lib.  vi.  c.  )8, 

have 
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B  o  OK  have  alarmed  the  jealoufy  of  his  remaining  colleague  and  rival 
in  the  empire,  if  he  had  not  been  engaged,  at  this  time,  in  a 
very  hazardous  enterprife  beyond  the  frontier  of  his  own  pro- 
vince. 

Antony  during  his  flay  in  Italy  or  Greece,  while  he  was  chiefly  at- 
tentive to  the  event  of  affairs  in  the  weftern  provinces,  had  entrufted 
the  Parthian  war  to  his  Lieutenant  Ventidius.  This  officer  acquitted 
himfelf  with  great  honour  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft,  recovered 
the  province  of  Syria,  which  had  been  over-run  by  the  Parthians, 
and  drove  them  back  beyond  the  Euphrates.  Upon  this  account,  he 
was  judged  worthy  of  a  triumph,  and  came  into  Italy  to  receive 
this  honour. 

In  the  mean  time,  Antony  was  eager  to  gather  the  laurels  which 
yet  remained  in  this  field,  or  was  fuppofed  to  be  jealous  of  the  vic- 
tories   gained    by   his   lieutenant   over  an    enemy,   who,    till  then, 
fcarcely  had  yielded  any  advantage  to  the  Roman  arms.     After  his 
la  ft  vifit  to  Italy,  he  had  in  the  winter  paffed  to  Corey  ra,  and  fo  far 
was  attended  by  Octavia,  but  parted  with  her  there,  in  the  profpecl: 
of  this  arduous  fervice;   early  in  the  fpring  he  continued  his  voyage. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Afia,  notwithstanding  the  refpect  that  was  due 
-to  his  alliance  with  Octavia  and  her  brother,  it  foon  appeared  that 
he  was  ftill  under  the  dominion  of  former  paffions.     He  already  had 
two  children  by  the  Queen  of  Egypt,  who  were  named  Alexander 
and  Cleopatra,  but  whom  the  mother  likewife  diflinguifhed,  by  the 
pompous  appellations  of  the  Sun  and  the  Moon.     Being  prevented 
by  the  urgency  of  the  fervice,  at  this  feafon,  from  making  a  vifit  at 
Alexandria,  he  fent  an  officer  of  rank,  Fonteius  Capito,  thither,  to 
conduct  Cleopatra  from  her  own  kingdom  into  Syria ;  and  having 
received  her  in  that  province,  in  his  way  to  the  Euphrates,  among 
other  marks  of  his  liberality,  and  of  his  paffion,  inftead  of  trinkets 
and  tokens  of  love,  he  made  her  a  prefent  of  Phoenicia,  Ccelefyria, 

Cyprus, 
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Cyprus,  and  fome  part  of  Cilicia  to  be  annexed  to  her  kingdom.     It    c  H  A  p- 

was  concerted  between  them,  that  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  he    < „ » 

fhould  pals  the  winter  in  Egypt;  and  they  parted  with  mutual  expref- 
flons  of  impatience  for  the  return  of  this  happy  feafon. 

The  army,  now  muftered  by  Antony,  confifted  of  fixty  thoufand 
Roman  infantry,  ten  thoufand  Spanilh  and  Gaulifh  cavalry,  thirty 
thoufand  irregulars,  being  an  aflemblage  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  of 
different  nations.  While  he  advanced  with  this  force  towards  the 
Euphrates,  he  made  his  demand,  that  the  Parthians  mould  reftore  the 
captives  and  military  errfigas  taken  with  Craflus  5.  This  was  be- 
come a  point  of  national  honour  among  the  Romans,  and,  joined  t<*. 
the  late  provocation,  was  made  the  ground  of  the  prefent  quarrel. 

The  Roman  general  had   undertaken   this  invafion   of  the  Par- 
thians, in  concert  with  the  king  of  Armenia  ;   and  finding,  at  his  ar- 
rival on  the  Euphrates,,  all  the  paflages  of  the  river,  contrary  to  his 
expectation,  ftrongly  guarded,,  he  continued  his  march,  having  the 
Euphrates  on  his  right.     When  he  arrived  in  the  Lelfer  Armenia, 
the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to  effect  the  fervice  he  had  planned 
againft  the   Parthians ;    but   having  intelligence  that  the  Medes,  or 
people  of  the  Greater  Armenia,  had  joined  the  enemy  againft  him  in. 
the  preceding  part  of  the  war,  he  formed  a  defign   on  Praafpa   or 
Phraata  %  the  capital  of  their  country  ;  in  expectation  of  taking  this 
place  by  furprife,  he  palled  the  Euphrates,  leaving  his  heavy  baggage  - 
and  engines,,  with  a  guard  of  two  legions,  under  the  command  of. 
Statianus.     With  the  remainder  of  the  army  he  penetrated  into  the 
kingdom  of  the  Greater  Armenia,,  and  prefented  himfelf  at  the  gates 
of  the  capital. 

This  was  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  and  every  necelfary  precaution 
had  been  taken  for  its  fafety.     Antony  found  that  it  could  not  bee  • 

5  Plut.  in  Anton.  6  Ibid.   Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  25,  27,  28. 

taken 
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BOO  K  taken  by  affault,  and  the  Parthians,  although  they  haftened  to  its 
w — „  *  relief,  knowing  that  the  Roman  army  had  come  altogether  unpre- 
pared for  a  fiege,  fuffered  them  at  firft  to  remain  before  it  undif- 
turbed.  They  directed  their  whole  force  againft  Statianus,  whom, 
with  the  two  legions  he  commanded,  they  furprifed  and  cut  off,  and 
by  this  means  made  themfelves  mailers  of  all  the  equipage  and  bag- 
gage of  the  Roman  army. 

Antony,  upon  the  firft  alarm  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  attack 
Statianus,  having  left  the  greater  part  of  his  forces  before  Praafpa, 
marched  with  a  ftrong  detachment  to  fupport  him  ;  but  coming  too 
late,  found  the   field  covered  with  the  (lain  of  the  Roman  legions, 
without  either  friend  or  enemy  in  fight.  He  underftood  that  Artavafdes, 
the  King  of  Armenia,  to  whofe  alliance  he  trufted  in  the  prefent  war, 
had  remained  an  unconcerned  fpe&atcr  of  this  difafter,  and  he  made 
no  doubt  that  he  was  betrayed  by  this  prince ;  but  thought  proper 
for  the  prefent  to  difguife  his  refentment.     The  lofs  he  had  fuftained, 
made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  think  of  extricating  his  army  from  its 
prefent   fituation.      Being  alarmed   for  the  fafety  of  that  part  of  it 
which  he  had  left  before  Praafpa,  he,   with  hafty  marches,  returned 
to  its  relief;   but,  at  his  arrival,  finding  no  enemy  near,  and  flill 
flattering  himfelf  that  the  town  might  be  obliged  to  furrender,  and 
that  it  might,  by  its  fpoils,  make  up  for  the  lofs  of  his  baggage,  he  lay 
before  it,  until  he  had  exhaufted  all  the  provifions  and  forage  that 
was  to  be  found  in  the  neighbouring  country ;    and,  in  proportion  as 
the  other  difficulties  of  his  fituation  encreafed,  began  to  feel  himfelf 
haraffed  with  the  fallies  of  a  powerful  garrifon,  and  the  frequent  at- 
tacks of  numerous  parties  of  Parthians  in  the  field,  who  began  to  act 
againft  him  from  every  quarter,  and  made  it  equally  difficult  for  him 
to  decamp,  or  to  fubfift  on  his  prefent  ground. 

Under  thefe  difficulties,  the  Roman  general  was  frequently  obliged 
to  divide  his  forces ;  and  leaving  part  to  awe  the  town,  marched  with 

2  the 
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the  remainder  to  cover  his  foragers,  and  the  providers  of  his  camp.     CHAP* 
As  the  enemy  preiTed  upon  him,  in  order  to  diminifh  the  range  from  ...-'  __, 

which  he  received  his  provisions,  he  faw  the  neceffity  of  hazarding  a 
battle ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  marched  from  his  camp  with  ten  legions, 
three  P-rsetorian  cohorts,  and  all  his  cavalry.  The  Parthians  affected 
to  abide  his  attack,  but  gave  way  at  the  firft  onfet,  and  fled  with 
every  appearance  of  rout  and  confufion  :  they  were  purfued  by  the 
Roman  infantry  for  fifty  ftadia,  or  about  fix  miles,  and  by  the  Ca- 
valry over  a  hundred  and  fifty  ftadia,  or  about  eighteen  miles. 

In  this  action,  Antony  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  put  an  end  to 
his  troubles  from  the  Parthians ;  but,  on  numbering  the  prifoners  and 
the  flain,  he  found  that  only  eighty  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and 
thirty  taken ;  and,  on  returning  to  his  camp  before  the  town  of 
Praafpa,  he  found,  that  without  being  at  all  difconcerted  by  what 
had  happened  to  them,  they  were  returned  to  their  former  ftations, 
and  took  meafures,  as  before,  to  harafs  his  camp,  and  to  circumfcribe 
his  foraging  parties.  From  this  fpecimen  of  a  victory  over  the  Par- 
thians, he  learned  to  defpair  of  being  able  to  gain  any  advantage 
over  an  enemy,  whofe  defeats  were  more  pernicious  to  their  anta- 
gonifts  than  they  were  to  themfelves  8.  To  complete  his  mortifica- 
tions, 

8  Among   the  Romans  who  were   feized  They  gave  way  while  an  enemy  advanced* 

with  the  pafiion  of  making  ofFenfive  war  on  and  reckoned   it  an  advantage  to   draw  him 

the   Parthians,    Julius    Ca:far  is  mentioned,  far  from  his  refources  and   fupports.     They 

And  it  is  a  problem,  which  nevercan  be  folved,  waited   with   patience,  till    time,  hardships, 

in  what  manner  this  able  ftatefman  and  warrior  difeafe,  or  want  of  provifions  had  rendered 

would  have  acquitted  himfelf  in  fo  arduous  a  him  an  eafy  prey,  or  ripe  for  deftrudtion ;  and 

talk.    The  Parthians  had  their  haunts  beyond  they  then   prefled  upon  him  with  a  ferocity 

the  Tigris ;  and  befides  leaving  no  means  on  and  ardour,  which  abundantly  corrected  any 

the  frontier,  by  which  an  enemy  could  fub-  belief  of  their   cowardice   that  might  have 

fill  in  approaching  them,  probably  prefented  been  taken   from  their  manner  of  receiving 

no  hold  by  which  they  could  be  feized,  even  his  firft  attacks. 

in  their  own  country.   As  they  had  no  ground         If  C.cfar  had  not   already  conceived  fome 

which  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  to  new  or  uncommon  means  of  reducing  them, 

defend,  fo  there  was  no  ground  on  which  an  it  is  probable,  that  his  firft  obfervations  would 

invader  could  be  fecure  from  their  attacks,  have  fatisfied  him,  that  he  could  not  con- 

Vol.  III.  N  n  quer, 
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tions,  he  found  that  the  garrifon  of  Praafpa  had  made  a  powerful 
fally  in  his  abfence,  driven  his  guards  from  their  approaches,  and 
deftroyed  all  the  works  he  had  conftructed  againft  the  town '.  Judg- 
ing it  vain  to  renew  his  attack,  or  to  remain  any  longer  in  his  pre- 
fent  fituation,  he  lent  a  deputation  to  Phraates,  probably  rather  to 
conceal  his  intended  purpofe  of  flight,  than  with  hopes  to  obtain  any 
reafonable  terms  of  peace. 

The  King  of  Parthia  received  the  meffage  of  Antony,  feated  on 
a  golden  throne,  and  holding  in  his  hand  a  bended  bow,  the  emblem 
of  war.  In  order  to  found  the  intentions  of  the  Roman  general, 
he  propofed,  as  a  preliminary  to  peace,  that  he  fhould  raife  the  fiege 
of  Praafpa.  Antony  was  prepared  to  decamp,  as  foon  as  his  mef- 
fengers  fhould  be  out  of  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  affected  reluct- 
ance in  agreeing  to  this  condition,  hoping  that  by  thefe  means  he 
might  conceal  his  intention,  gain  a  few  marches  a-head,  and  reach 
the  frontier  of  the  Leffer  Armenia,  before  the  Parthians  could  take 
any  advantage  of  his  flight ;  but  the  king  being  equally  refined  in 
his  artifices,  perceived,  in  the  affected  reluctance  of  Antony  to  agree 
to  what  he  knew  to  be  neceffary,  an  intention  to  fly,  widiout  wait- 
ing the  refult  of  a  treaty,  and,  m  this  apprehenfion,  he  had  his  ca- 
valry already  prepared  to  purfue  him,  difputed  every  pafs,  hung 
upon  his  rear  and  upon  his  flanks,  occupied  the  fprings  of  water, 
and  laid  wafle  the  country  before  him. 

Many  of  the  Roman  army,  overcome  by  famine  and  fatigue,  ex- 
pired on  the  march  ;  others  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and  fubmitted 
to  the  enemy.  But  thofe  who  had  furrendered  thernfelves,  being 
cruelly  treated,  ferved,  by  their  example,  to  check  the  inclination  of 
others  to  fue  for  quarter,  and  taught  the  foldier  to   look  for  fafety 


quer  fuch  a  people,  although  he  might,   in    viftory,   and  thus,  with    more  ability   tha 
time,  J»ave  fettled  a   new  nation  on   the  Ti-     others  of  his  countrymen,  finiih  the  war  wit 


than 
._.■  with 
gris  to  fupplant  them;  'and  it  is  probable  a  triumph. at  Rome, 
that  he  would  have  availed  hrimfelf  of  fome  9  Plut.  in  Antonio, 
of  their  ordinary  flights,  to  lay  claim  co  a 


only 
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only  in  perfeverance,  and  in  the  ufe  of  his  arms.     Antony  himfelf,    c  l*  ^  p« 

in  every  encounter,  was  prepared  for  the  laft  extremity,  and  had  a    t *• — > 

peribn  retained,  with  orders,  in  cafe  of  his  being  likely  to  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands,  to  end  his  life  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  were  killed  in 
battle,  to  disfigure  his  body,  that  it  might  not  be  known.  But  he 
patted  through  all  thefe  difficulties,  as  ufual,  with  uncommon  con- 
ftancy  and  valour,  making,  in  twenty-one  days,  a  march  of  three 
hundred  miles  '°,  under  a  continual  attack  of  the  enemy,  in  which, 
it  is  reckoned  that  his  army  was  eighteen  times  engaged  in  battle  ". 
At  the  end  of  this  march,  in  reviewing  the  legions,  with  which  he 
began  the  retreat,  it  was  found,  he  had  loft  about  a  fourth  of  their 
number'*;  or,  as  Plutarch  ftates  his  lofs,  twenty  thoufand  foot, 
and  four  thoufand  horfe. 

It  appears  that  Antony,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  Leffer  Armenia y 
left  a  confiderable  body  behind  him  in  that  country,  to  check  the 
farther  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ",  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  army, 
proceeding  from  thence  with  great  precipitation,  and  under  great 
hardfhips  from  the  feafon,  by  which  he  added  eight  thoufand  men 
more  to  his  former  loffes,  he  arrived  at  Comi,  a  fmall  fea-port,  be- 
tween Berytus  and  Sidon,  on  the  coaft  of  Syria.  At  this  place,  he  J*-  C-  718. 
was  received  by  Cleopatra  on  board  her  fleet,  and  with  her  effected  cms, 

,  ,  .  Sext.  Pom-- 

his  paffage  by  fea  to  Alexandria,  where  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  peiut. 
his  loffes,  and  to  efface  the  memory  of  his  fufferings  in  the  midft  of 
diffipation  and  pleafure. 

During  the  dependance  of  thefe  events,  the  ftate  of  the  war  in 
Afia  had  been  varioufly  reported  in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  empire. 
It  was  believed  for  fome  time,  that  the  Roman  army  in  Armenia, 
with  its  leader,  had  perifhed.     On  this  fuppofition,  Sextus  Pom- 

,0  Liv.  Epitome,  lib.  exxix.  Sic.  "  Plut.  in  Antonio. 

■*  Vel.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  82.  "3  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  30. 

N  n  2  pcius, 


276  THE  PROGRESS  AND   TERMINATION 

BOOK  peius,  who  ftill  remained  in  the  ifland  of  Lefbos,  began  to  refume 
his  pretenfions.  He  was  not  without  hopes,  that  on  the  demife  of 
Antony,  the  armies  of  Afia  might  declare  for  himfelf,  and,  during 
fome  time,  affected  to  receive  every  perfon  who  repaired  to  him,  as 
the  head  of  a  party  that  was  ftill  of  fome  confideration  in  the  em- 
pire. He  even  proceeded  to  folicit  the  alliance  of  all  the  princes  of  the 
Eaft,  from  Thrace  to  Pontus,  and  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  ,+.  But 
upon  the  report  of  Antony's  return  into  Syria,  he  laid  afide  his  ambi- 
tious thoughts,  and  fent  a  meffage  to  fue  for  protection.  Among  other 
particulars,  he  fet  forth,  that  he  had  committed  himfelf  to  the  juftice 
and  clemency  of  Antony,  not  from  defpair,  or  from  any  hidden  im- 
pulfe  whatever,  but  from  previous  thought  and  mature  deliberation. 
He  might  have  had  a  fafe  retreat,  and  a  powerful  fupport,  he  faid, 
in  Spain,  where  the  friends  of  his  father  were  yet  numerous,  and 
full  of  zeal ;  but  from  a  thorough  conviction,  that  the  interefts  of 
Antony  were  the  fame  with  his  own,  he  had  preferred  his  alliance 
to  any  other.  "  Octavius,"  he  continued,  "  will  foon  have  the 
*'  fame  quarrel  with  you,  that  he  has  lately  had  with  me,  and  after- 
"  wards  with  Lepidus.  He  confiders  the  empire  as  his  property,  and 
"  cannot  endure  a  partner.  His  open  force  is  not  fo  dangerous, 
"  as  the  infidious  prcfeffions,  and  the  artful  difguifes  with  which  he 
"  hides  his  defigns.  I  make  you  an  offer  of  a  friendfhip  that  is  fin- 
"  cere,  and  of  a  faith  that  is  yet  unbroken.  I  made  you  the  fame 
"  offer,  while  I  was  mafter  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  and  in  the  height  of 
"  my  fortune.  By  accepting  of  it,  you  will  fave  the  remains  of  a 
•*'  family,  yet  refpe&ed  by  the  Roman  People;  and,  by  joining 
"  with  me,  you  will  gain  the  acceflion  of  a  party,  whom  even  ad- 
**  verftty  has  not  made  to  abandon  their  leader." 

**  .Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v. 

While 
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While  Sextus  Pompeius  addrefTed  himfelf  to  Antony  in  thefe  terms,  CHAP. 
he  endeavoured  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  an  armed  force,  and 
hovered  about  with  fome  fhips  on  the  coaft  of  Ionia.  Being 
purfued  by  Titius,  who  had  orders  from  Antony  to  obferve  his 
motions,  he  failed  up  the  Propontis,  and  put  into  the  harbour 
of  Nicomedia.  Here  he  again  offered  to  negotiate15;  but  being 
told  that  he  mud  furrender  at  difcretion,  he  fet  fire  to  his  fhips, 
and  attempted  to  efcape  by  land.  Having  got  into  Phrygia,  he 
was  taken  in  his  flight,  and  foon  after,  by  order  of  Antony,  was  put 
to  death. 

This  event  being  known  at  Rome,  Octavius  ordered  public  rejoic- 
ings. Among  thefe  was  a  folemn  proceffion,  led  by  two  carriages 
or  chariots  of  ftate  :  in  one  of  them,  Oclavius  himfelf  appeared  ; 
by  the  other,  he  marked  the  place  that  was  due  to  Antony.  Still 
farther,  to  foothe  the  jealoufy  of  his  colleague  in  the  empire,  he  gave 
orders  that  a  ftatue  fhould  be  erected  to  him  in  the  Temple  of  Con- 
cord, and  that  he  fhould  have  a  fhare  in  the  honours  which  had  been 
recently  decreed  to  himfelf.  This  indecent  triumph  over  the  lafl  of  a 
family,  which  had  been  fo  long  in  high  eftimation  at  Rome,  was  far 
from  being  acceptable  to  the  People.  The  misfortunes  of  the  young 
man  himfelf,  who  from  his  earliefl  years  had  been  an  exile,  and 
ftript  of  his  inheritance,  the  memory  of  his  father  and  of  the  re- 
public,  filled  the  minds  of  men  with  fecret  indignation,  and  with  a 
tender  melancholy  which  they  could  not  difguife  ;  and  though  Oc- 
tavius  himfelf  efcaped  on  this  occaiion  without  any  public  infult,  yet 
Titius  fome  time  afterwards  exhibiting  public  fhews  in  the  theatre 
of  the  great  Pompey,  was,  on  account  of  the  part  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  murder  of  the  fon,  driven  from  thence  by  the  execra- 
tions of  the  People  l6. 

•s  Dio.  Call",  lib.  xlviii.  c.  18,  "  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  79. 

The 
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The  forces  of  the  empire  were  now  parcelled  in  two  feparate  lots, 
under  the  direction  of  matters,  who  were  foon  to  entertain  the  views 
and  the  jealoufies  of  feparate  monarchs.  Octavius  was  become  the 
fovereign  of  Rome,  and  occupied  chiefly  in  removing  obflructions 
to  his  government,  and  in  confolidating  the  arrangements  he  had 
made  in  the  (late.  He  had  taken  meafures  to  reprefs  many  diforders, 
the  dregs  of  the  civil  wars,  which  ftill  afflicted  the  city  and  the  con- 
tiguous provinces.  He  had  brought  his  armies  under  tolerable  dif- 
cipline,  and  even  in  a  great  meafure  reconciled  the  People  to  the  lofs 
of  their  political  confequence,  and  of  their  liberties.  He  took  care 
to  deftroy,  with  much  orientation,  all  papers  and  records  from  which 
thofe,  who  had  acted  againft  himfelf,  might  fear  being  drawn  into 
trouble.  He  retained  the  ufual  names,  and  the  forms  of  office  ;  and 
wherever  he  himfelf  was  to  exercife  any  uncommon  power,  he 
talked  of  it  as  a  mere  temporary  expedient  to  obviate  the  diforders 
of  the  times,  and  fpoke  of  his  intention,  in  concert  with  Antony,  to 
difcontinue  every  irregular  mode  of  adminiftration,  as  foon  as  the 
war  with  the  Parthians  fhould  be  brought  to  a  period.  He  even  fent 
Bibulus  into  the  Eaft,  with  open  and  publick  inftructions  to  concert 
■with  his  colleague,  the  manner  and  time  of  their  refignation  ". 

But  Antony,  acting  as  fovereign  of  the  eaftern  empire,  appeared  on 
his  part  to  be  altogether  intent  on  the  entertainments  of  the  court  at 
Alexandria,  on  the  renewal  of  the  war  which  he  affected  to  medi- 
tate againfl:  the  Parthians,  or  on  his  project  againfl  Artavafdes,  the 
king  of  the  Leffer  Armenia,  who  he  thought  had  betrayed  him  in 
his  late  expedition.  He  was  encouraged  in  his  defigns  on  that  quar- 
ter, by  the  offers  of  a  league,  which  were  made  to  him  from  the 
king  of  Medea,  who  thinking  his  fervices,  during  the  late  invafion 

*J  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civ.  lib.  v». 

ill 
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ill  requited  by  the  Parthians,  was  now  difpofed  to  take  arms  agalnft    c  H  A  p< 
them.  ' r- — J 

Antony  having  accepted  of  this  alliance,  formed  the  project  of  a 
new  invafion  of  Armenia,  chiefly  intent  on  his  defign  to  get  the  per- 
ibn  of  Artavafdes  into  his  power ;  but  he  was,  for  one  feafon,  di- 
verted from  the  execution  of  his  purpofe,  by  an  incident,  which 
brought  into  the  fcale  of  public  councils  the  weight  of  paffions  and 
of  motives  at  all  times  powerful ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  world  was 
to  be  governed  by  the  humours  of  a  few  perfons,  fcarcely  to  be  ba- 
lanced by  any  other  confideration  whatever. 

Octavia  was  become  impatient  of  the  neglect  with  which  fhe  was 
treated  by  her  hufband,  and  jealous  of  the  preference  which  he  gave 
to  Cleopatra.  Hearing  that  he  was  to  leave  Alexandria  on  a  new 
Parthian  expedition,  fhe  determined  to  place  herfelf  in  his  way  as  he- 
paffed  through  Syria.  To  enhance  the  pleafure  of  their  meeting,, 
fhe  was  furnifhed  with  a  variety  of  prefects,  and,  among  the  reft, 
attended  by  a  body  of  two  thouiand  cholkn  men,  cloathed  and  ac- 
coutred in  the  manner  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  which  had  been 
formed  by  her  brother  for  the  guard  of  his  own  perfon,  and  which 
he  now  fent  as  a  token  of  friendfhip  to  Antony.  She  was  arrived, 
in  Greece  with  this  attendance,  when  her  intention  became  known, 
in  Egypt J8- 

On  hearing  of  this  journey  of  Octavia,  Cleopatra  being  greatly 
alarmed,  had  the  addrefs  to  appear  funk  under  a  weight  of  affliction,, 
which  fhe  affected  to  bear  with  fortitude ;  but  was  fometimes  fur- 
prifed  in  tears,,  which  fhe  endeavoured  to  dry  up,  and  either  en~ 
creafed  the  anguifh  of  real  pafTion,  or  gave  more  appearance  of  fin- 
cerity  to  her  diffimulation,  by  her  affectation  of  a  defire  to  conceal 
what  fhe  felt.     Her  health,    in  appearance,   declined,    and   it  was. 

"  Dio.  Ca(T.  lib.  xxrdii.   Plat,  in  Antortio. 

■j-  whifpered, 
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BOOK  whifpered,  that  her  life  was  in  danger.  She  herfelf  continued  obftinate 
in  her  filence  ;  but  her  confidents  infmuated  that  the  fear  of  iofing 
Antony  was  the  caufe  of  her  diftrefs,  and  that  the  day  he  left  Alex- 
andria, would  probably  be  the  laft  of  her  life.  Thus,  with  a  mixture 
probably  of  artifice  and  real  paflion,  not  uncommon  in  cafes  of  this 
fort,  the  Queen  of  Egypt  had  the  addrefs  to  retain  Antony  at  Alex- 
andria, and  prevailed  on  him  to  fend  a  peremptory  order  to  Odavia, 
not  to  advance  in  her  intended  progrefs  to  the  Eaft.  He  excufed 
himfelf  at  the  fame  time,  from  even  accepting  the  prefents  which 
fhe  brought  from  her  brother  ". 

Upon  the  return  of  Odavia  to  Rome,  under  all  the  circumftances 
of  this  affront,  her  brother  propofed  that  fhe  mould  renounce  her 
connection  with  Antony,  and  remove  from  his  houfe  ;  but  if  in  this 
he  wifhed  her  to  ad:  from  refentment,  her  own  conduct,  though 
proceeding  from  a  different  motive,  was  better  calculated  to  unite 
the  people  in  avenging  her  quarrel.  Being  willing  to  await  the  re- 
turn of  her  hufband's  inclinations,  fhe  remained  at  the  head  of  his 
family,  continued  to  manage  his  affairs,  and  acted  in  every  particular 
as  the  mother  of  his  children,  even  of  thofe  by  a  former  marriage, 
and  undertook  the  protection  of  fuch  adherents  and  friends  as  came 
to  folicit  their  affairs  in  the  Capitol 10. 

The  unworthy  treatment  which  Odavia  received  in  return  for  fo 
much  duty,  as  it  interefted  the  public  in  her  favour,  fo  it  gave  an 
immediate  profped  of  a  breach  between  the  leaders,  who  now  divided 
the  empire.  Antony  and  Odavius  had  been  rivals  for  the  fucceffion 
of  Csefar's  power,  had  frequent  quarrels,  which  were  fufpended  from 
time  to  time  by  apparent  and  ambiguous  reconciliations.  Even  the 
marriage  of  Odavia,  was  no  more  than  a  mere  expedient  to  put  off 
to  a  more  convenient  time  a  final  breach,  which,  between  parties  of 

'"  Flat,  in  Antonio.  a0  Ibid. 

9  fuch 
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fuch  oppofite  preteafions,    muft  in  the  end  be  deemed  unavoid-    c  ^r  A  p« 
able.  i , — „v 

It  is  probable  that  Oclavius,  in  all  the  viciflitudes  of  his  connec- 
tion with  Antony,  or  with  any  other  party,  had  never  loft  fight  of 
the  expectations  he  had  formed  from  his  earlieft  youth,  not  only  as  the 
heir  of  Julius  Caefar,  but  as  the  fucceffor  likewife  to  his  power  in  the 
commonwealth.  He  united  or  broke  with  different  parties,  according 
to  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  and  procured  thefe  breaches  or  coalitions  in 
the  precife  conjunctures  that  were  mod  favourable  to  himfelf.  He 
at  one  time  joined  with  the  Senate,  and  the  affaflins  of  his  uncle,  to 
pull  down  the  power  of  Antony  ;  he  afterwards  joined  with  Antony 
to  reduce  the  Senate,  and  to  deftroy  the  republic.  He  courted  An- 
tony occasionally,  to  prevent  his  forming  any  dangerous  combina- 
tion with  Sextus  Pompeius  or  with  Lepidus,  and,  in  general,  kept 
terms  with  him,  while  either  of  thefe  leaders  continued  to  be  formi- 
dable, or  could  call  the  balance  by  uniting  againft  him, 

This  refined  politician,  upon  becoming  fole  mafter  of  Italy,  and 
of  the  weftern  provinces,  was  now  better  enabled,  than  formerly,  to 
brave  the  power  of  his  remaining  competitor  in  the  empire  ;  and  he 
prepared  for  a  conteft,  which  could  not  be  long  avoided.  He  had 
greatly  reduced  his  military  eftablifhment,  by  purging  his  armies  of 
improper  fubjeets,  not  only  the  armies  which  had  come  over  to  him 
from  his  antagonists,  Sextus  Pompeius  and  Lepidus,  but  thofe  like- 
wife  which  had  been  levied  in  common  between  Antony  and  himfelf. 
But  even,  after  he  had  thus  difmiffed  fuch  as  were  of  doubtful 
faith,  and  reduced  his  eftablifhment  to  that  meafure  which  he  wifhed 
to  maintain,  he  had  ftill  remaining  a  greater  number  than  his  prefent 
occafions  feemed  to  require,  and  he  fought  for  pretences,  under 
which,  .in  the  prefent  ftate  of  tranquillity  to  which  his  divifion  of  the 
empire  was  reduced,  he  might  avoid  giving  any  alarm  to  his  rival, 
and  juftify  his  maintaining  fo  great  a  military  force.     For  this  pur- 

Vol.  III.  O  o  pofe 
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BOOK,  pofe  probably  it  was,  that  he  formed  the  project  of  a  war  firft  in 
t_  /-  -  Africa,  in  the  execution  of  which,  he  actually  paffed  into  Sicily ; 
and  being  there  fome  time  detained  by  contrary  winds,  he  changed 
his  object,  and  fent  the  army  deftined  for  Africa  to  the  oppofite  fide 
of  Italy,  beyond  the  Hadriatic,  to  make  war  on  the  Japydes,  Saviy 
Pannonii,  and  other  nations  on  the  fide  of  Illyricum,  who  were  more 
likely  than  the  Africans  to  furnifh  his  troops  with  the  experience  of 
real  fervice,  as  well  as  himfelf  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for  keeping 
them  on  toot.  They  accordingly  penetrated,  by  his  orders,  beyond 
the  frontier  of  the  empire  on  that  fide,  and  were  employed  to  ga- 
ther laurels  at  the  expence  of  the  barbarians,  by  whom,  he  alleged, 
that  his  provinces  had  been  often  infefted. 

U.  C.  719-  ln  the  mean  while,  according  to  the  arrangements  that  were  made 

L.  Scribo-  '  °  ° 

nius  Libo,       relating  to  the  fucceffion  of  Confuls,  Antony  was  elected  into  this 
abfens"  office  ;  and  though  not  prefent  in  perfon  on  the  firft  of  January,  had 

■iuf  Aua?"  his  name  entered  on  the  record.  In  accepting  of  this  nomination, 
ExKal  lulii  ne  meant  no  more  tnan  to  a*"certam  nis  "gh1  to  difpofe  of  the  Con- 
Panl.  ^Emi-  fulate,  and  had  given  a  commiflion,  by  which,  on  the  very  day  of 
hus,  C.  Me-  kjg  acjmiff10n  }ie  vacated  the  office  in  favour  of  another,  and  brought 
Kal.  Novem.  forWard  a  number  of  his  friends  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  He 
ren"  wifhed  by  thefe  means  to  make  known,  that  although  Octaviii3 
was  pleafed  to  occupy  the  feals  of  government ;  yet  he  was  not  to 
engrofs  for  his  friends  and  retainers  the  ordinary  honours  that  were 
enjoyed  in  the  ftate. 

Octavius,  probably,  treading  as  nearly  as  he  could  in  the  fteps  of 
his  late  uncle,  ftill  fought  for  occafions  to  keep  his  armies  in  fervice ; 
and  although  he  was  not  inclined  to  make  war  abroad,  or  make  new 
acquifitions  of  territory  to  the  empire,  yet  he  affected  to  have  many 
defigns  which  required  the  poffeffion  of  a  military  force.  Among 
thefe,  he  projected  an  enfcerprife  for  the  reduction  of  Britain,  made 

the 
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the  neceffary  preparations,  and  proceeded  himfelf  to   the   northern    c  ^  A  P. 

parts  of  Gaul.     Here,  however,  his  attention  was  again  diverted  to 

a  different  quarter.     Having  an  army  employed  on  the  fide  of  Illy— 

ricum,  in  feparate  divifions,  under  Agrippa  and  other  officers,  Mef- 

fala  and  Geminus,  whofe  names  only  are  known  ;  it  was  reported, 

that  the  divifion,  under  Geminus,  acting  in  Panonia,  had  received  a 

check,  and  been  obliged  to  retire  from  fome  parts  of  the  country  they 

had  formerly  occupied.     Upon  this  alarm,  Octavius  himfelf  thought 

proper  to  lay  afide  his  defign  upon  Britain ;  but  finding,  upon  his 

arrival  in  Illyricum,  that  the  fuppofed  lofs  was  already  repaired,  the 

enemy  in   different  encounters  defeated,  and  the  former  ground  of 

his  army  recovered,  he  himfelf  joined  Agrippa,  who  was  employed 

againft  the  Dalmatians,  and  continued  for   fome   months  to  take  a 

part  in  the  campaign  with  this  favourite  officer  ". 

Antony,  at  the  fame  time,  as  if  equally  difpofed  to  have  an  army 
inured  to  fervice,  fought  likewife  for  occafions  of  war  ;  and  having 
quieted  the  jealoufies  of  Cleopatra,  by  a  feemingly  irreconcilable 
breach  with  her  rival,  was  permitted  to  form  projects  of  enterprife 
beyond  the  limits  of  Egypt.  He  renewed  his  defigns  againft  the 
Kings  of  Armenia  and  Parthia.  In  the  fpring,  he  advanced  to  Ni- 
copolis,  a  place  fo  named,  from  the  victory  of  Pompey  over  Mithri- 
dates  ;  and  fuppofing  that  the  treachery  of  Artavafdes,  in  betraying 
Statianus,  would  juftify  any  meafures  he  could  take  againft  him,  he 
fent  repeated  meffages,  under  pretence  of  friendlhip,  defiring  a  con- 
ference; but  with  a  real  intention  of  feizing  his  perfon.  The  more 
effectually  to  remove  all  fufpicions  of  any  fuch  defign,  he  propofed  a 
marriage  between  Alexander,  one  of  his  own  fons  by  Cleopatra,  and 
the  daughter  of  that  prince  ;  but  not  fucceeding  in  this  artifice,  he 
advanced  into  the  heart  of  Armenia,  and  threatened  to  lay  the  king- 

13  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlxk.  c.  39. 

O  o  2  dom 
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dom  wafle  with  fire  and  fword.  The  king  being  unprepared  for  de- 
fence, took  his  refolution  at  laft  to  try  the  fincerity  of  Antony's  pro- 
feffions,  and  was  actually  taken. 

The  firft  advantage  which  the  Roman  general  propofed  to  make  of 
this  capture,  was  exacting  a  ranfom ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  the 
king,  being  carried  round  the  fortreffes  of  his  kingdom  in  which* 
the  royal  treafure  had  been  depofited,  was  made  to  demand  great 
funis  of  money  under  this  pretence  ;  but  the  officers,  to  whom  this  de- 
mand was  addreffed,  knowing  that  their  fovereign  was  a  prifoner,  fhut 
their  gates  againft  him,  and  refufed  to  comply.  The  army  of  Ar- 
menia at  the  fame  time  affembled,  and  confidering  the  throne  as  va- 
cant, placed  upon  it  Artaxes,  the  eldeft  fon  of  their  captive  king. 
Being  led  by  this  young  prince  into  immediate  action  with  the  Ro- 
mans, they  were  defeated,  and  he  himfelf  was  obliged  to  take  refuge 
with  the  Parthians. 

Antony  contented  with  this  victory,  which  gave  him  pofTeffion  of 
the  country,  put  his  army  into  winter  quarters  in  the  Leffer  Armenia.,, 
and  entered  into  a  defenfiv.e  treaty  with  the  King  of  Media,  whofe 
daughter,  upon  that  occafion,  was  betrothed  to  the  fame  fon  of  Cleo- 
patra, whofe  propofed  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Artavafdes  had . 
been  employed  as  a  fnare  to  betray  that  prince. 

At  the  conclufion  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  Antony  fet  out  on  his  re~- 
turn  to  Egypt,  and  meditating  a  triumphal  proceffion  into  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  deftined  his  captive  for  a  part  in  the  fcene,  gave  orders; 
that  he  mould  be  conducted  thither  in  chains  ;  and  accordingly,, 
upon  the  arrival',  of  the  troops  and  the  equipage  which  were  to  form- 
his  retinue,  he  made  his  entry  with  all  the  parade  of  a  Roman 
triumph,  repeated  all  the  forms  which  were  ufual  on  fuch  occafio.113 
at  Rome,  made  a  fpeech  to  the  People,  and  ordered  a  public  feaft. 
In  thefe  feveral  particulars,  feeming  to  place  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria upon  a  foot  of  equality  with  the  Roman  People,  and  profti- 
4  tuting 
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tuting  a  folemn  inftitution  of  the  Romans  to  the  vanity  of  a  barba-    c  H  A'  p» 

rous  court,  he  gave  much  fcandal  and  offence  at  Rome.     Every  cir-    ' »■■■    * 

cumftance  being  exaggerated  by  his  enemies,  his  own  extravagance 
gained  a  ready  belief  to  every  report  that  was  circulated  againfl 
him. 

It  has  been  obferved,  on  different  occafions,  that  Antony,  although 
he  ftemmed  the  current  of  adverfity  with  vigour  and  ability,  was  ge- 
nerally carried  by  profperity  into  every  excefs  of  fenfuality,  extra- - 
vagance,  and  diffipation.     In  this  time  of  feftivity,  he  affumed,  in 
the  midft  of  his  debauch,  not  only  the  eaftern  drefs,  and  all  the 
badges  of  royalty,  but  likewife  z*  the  attire  and  defignation  of  a  God  y 
wore  the  bufkins,  the  golden  crown,  and  the  chaplet  of  ivy  belor  ging 
to  Bacchus,  held  the  Thyrfus  in  his  hand,  and  was  drawn  through  the 
flreets  of  Alexandria  on  a  car  like  thofe  which  were  employed  in  the 
proceffions  of  the  Gods  ls.  It  was  faid,  that  Cleopatra  at  the  fame  time 
affumed  the  drefs  of  Ifis  ;  that  being  feated  together  on  thrones  of 
gold,  elevated  on  a  lofty  platform,  Antony  prefented  Cleopatra  to  the 
People,,  as  Queen  not  only  of  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  but  likewife  of 
Africa  and  Caelefyria,  and  that  he  aflbciated  with  her  in  thefe  titles 
Csefarion,  her  fuppofed  fon  by  Julius  Cxfar.     To  his  own  fon  Alex- 
ander, in  thefe  drunken  affignations  of  empire,  it  was  reported  that 
he  allotted  Armenia,  Media,  and  Parthia,  which,  though  not  in  his 
poffeffion,  he  confidered  as  a  certain  conqueft :  to  Ptolomy,  another  of 
his  fons,  Phoenicia,  Syria,  and  Cilicia  ",  and  prefented  each  of  them  to 
the  People  in  the  drefs,  and  with  the  enfigns  and  the  retinue  fuited 
to    the    feveral   deftinations ;    Alexander,    with    the   Perfian    tiara; 
and  Ptolomy,  with,  the  drefs  and  diadem  worn  by  the  princes  ofi 
Macedonia. 


*♦  Florus,  lib.  iv.  c.  ii«    Dio.  Caff,  Jib.  1.  c.  5..        ls  Veil.  Pater.  lib.  ii.  c.  83, 
16  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlL\.  c.  4.1. 
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BOOK         This  mock  diflribution  of  the  eaftern  kingdoms  was  executed  in 

V  • 

<w— v~ '    formal  deeds  or  writings,  of  which  copies  were  ordered  to  Rome  to 

be  depofited  in  the  records  of  the  Temple  of  Vefta,  and  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  Virgins.  And  as  Octavius  looked  forward  to  an  imme- 
diate quarrel  with  Antony,  the  whole  circumflances  with  which  thefe 
acts  had  been  folemnized  at  Alexandria,  were  induftrioufly  published 
at  Rome  to  his  prejudice.  The  writings,  however,  not  being  actually 
brought  to  the  city  before  the  fubfequent  year,  in  which  Domitius 
and  Sofius  were  Confuls,  part  of  the  fcandal  was  for  fome  time  fe- 
creted  by  the  influence  of  thefe  magiftrates,  who  were  inclined  to 
favour  Antony  againft  Octavius  in  the  impending  conteft  for  em- 
pire. 

While  Antony  indulged  himfelf  in  thefe  extravagances  at  Alex- 
Jm  er  7C°'far  andria,  Octavius,  with  L,  Volcatius  Tullus,  aflumed  the  title  of  Con- 
iterum.  fujs  aj  Rome  ;   but  the  firft,  at  his  admiiTion,  thought  proper  to  fol- 

L.  Volcatius  °-  ■ 

Tullus.  low  the  example  that  was  lately  fet  to  him  by  Antony;    on  the  firft 

P.  Autromus  0f  januarv  vacated  the  office,  and  fubftituted  another  in  his  place. 
cxKal  Maii.   By  like  fucceffive  fubftitutions,  he  communicated  this  dignity  in  the 

L.  Flavius.  _,._••- 

„    „.  ,  ,  ,     courfe  of  the  year  to  fix  different  perfons. 

ExK.al.Jul.  '  r 

c.  Fontems.  ^-p^e  office  of  iEdile,  which  had  been  generally  declined  on  account 
Av'ioi"  1US  of  the  expence  which  attended  the  difcharge  of  it,  and  which  had 
ExKal.Sept.  \^cen  for  fome  tnne  difcontinued,  was  now  revived  in  the  perfon  of 

Li.  Vinucms.  r 

Ex  Kal.  oa.  Agrippa,  who,  though  he  had  been  already  of  a  higher  rank,  and  in 
L.  Lavonius.  Jhe  ftation  of  Conful,  voluntarily  undertook  the  duties  of  iEdile  ; 
and,  at  his  own  expence,  applied  himfelf  to  the  more  ferious  objects 
of  the  truft,  by  conftructing  highways,  erecting  public  works,  and 
cleanfing  the  common  fewers,  works  of  great  antiquity,  that  feemed 
to  exceed  the  force  of  the  times  to  wjiich  they  were  referred *7.     He 

17  Plinius,  lib.  xxxri.  c.  ij. 
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at  the  fame  time  repaired  the  Circus,  made  new  regulations  for  con-    C  H  .4  P. 
dueling  the  entertainments  of  that  place,  and  himfelf  exhibited  mag- 
nificent fhevvs. 

Under  this  magiftracy  of  Agrippa,  the  People  were  gratified  with 
prefents,  as  well  as  with  paftimes.  Articles  of  finery,  trinkets,  and 
even  fums  of  money  were  diftributed  by  a  fpecies  of  lottery.  Count- 
ers or  billets,  entitling  the  bearer  to  certain  prizes,  which  were 
marked  upon  each,  were  thrown  out  by  handfuls  to  be  fcrambled  for 
in  the  crowd.  Public  baths,  furniihed  with  all  the  ufual  apparatus, 
were  provided,  and  attended  with  keepers  and  dreffers  at  the  public 
expence  "  ;  acts  of  munificence  and  popularity,  in  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  cultivate  the  public  favour. 

Oclavius  at  the  fame  time,  on  fo  near  a  profpect  of  a  quarrel 
with  Antony,  who  was  to  employ  half  the  forces  of  the  empire 
againft  him,  had  the  good  fortune  to  difengage  himfelf  from  foreign 
wars.  Thofe  which  he  carried  on  in  Dalmatia,  terminated  in  the 
fubmiflion  of  that  people,  in  their  giving  hoftages  for  their  good  be- 
haviour, and  in  their  reftoring  the  colours  which  ha.d  been  taken 
from  a  Roman  army  they  had  defeated  under  the  conduct  of  Vati- 
nius.  Thefe  he  hung  up  in  a  portico,  which  bore  his  own  name; 
but  a  triumph  being  decreed  to  him,  he  declined  or  deferred  accept- 
ing of  it ;  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occafions,  difcovering  a  mind, 
though  fond  of  dominion,  indifferent  to  pomp,  and  the  exterior  ap- 
pearances of  power. 

Antony  paffed  the  fummer  at  the  head  of  his  army  in  Syria,  with- 
out having  made  any  attempt  againft  the  Parthians.  He  renewed 
his  defenfive  alliance  with  the  King  of  Media  ;  and  the  parties  in 
this  treaty,  being  to  name  the  powers  againft  whom  they  reflectively 
wifhed,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  to  fecure  an  alliance,  the  King  of 
Media  made  particular  mention  of  the  Parthians,  and  Antony  named 

18  Bio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  43. 

O&avius. 
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B  °v°  K     Oclavius.     At  the  end  of  this  negociation,  they  mutually  made  an 

\_ — „ — w»    exchange  of  fome  troops"9. 

Tims  Antony  made  no  fecret  of  the  diftruft  which  he  conceived 
of  his  colleague  in  the  empire,  or  of  a  breach,  which,  from  their 
mutual  jealoufies  and  provocations,  was  gradually  widening.  He 
AiTe&ed  to  treat  Csefarron,  the  reputed  fon  of  Julius  Cxfar  by  Cleo- 
patra, as  the  legitimate  heir  of  the  Julian  family.  He  likewife  re- 
torted on  Odtavius,  the  artifice  which  had  been  practifed  againft 
himfelf,  by  profefling  an  intention  to  refign  the  power  of  Triumvir. 
He  complained  of  the  violence  which  had  been  done  to  Lepidus;  but 
afked,  if  Lepidus  were  juftly  depofed,  why  he  himfelf  was  not  ad-  - 
mitted  to  his  fhare  in  the  provinces  ?  He  complained  of  his  being  ex- 
cluded from  a  fhare  in  the  fpoils  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  as  well  as  of 
Lepidus  ;  and  of  his  being  excluded  from  Italy,  which  was  the  com- 
mon feat  of  government  to  the  whole  empire,  and  which  Octavius 
had  not  any  right  to  appropriate  to  himfelf. 

To  thefe  complaints  Oclavius  replied,  That  Antony,  without 
making  any  compenfation  to  his  colleagues  in  the  weftern  provinces, 
had  feized  on  the  kingdom  of  Egypt ;  that  he  had  unwarrantably  put 
Sextus  Pompeius  to  death ;  that  he  had  difhonoured  the  Roman 
name  by  his  breach  of  faith  with  the  King  of  Armenia,  and  had 
given  no  account  at  Rome  of  the  fpoils  of  that  kingdom ;  that  he 
had  prefumed  to  difmember  the  Roman  empire  in  behalf  of  Cleo- 
patra, and  of  her  children  ;  and  that  he  fupported  her  in  an  attempt 
to  intrude  into  the  family  of  Cazfar  one  of  her  fpurious  progeny30. 

Thefe  mutual  complaints  were  publicly  made,  and  fupported  at 
Rome.  Neither  of  the  parties  profeffed  any  intention  of  going  to 
war ;  but,  under  vaarious  pretences,  collected  money,  and  aug- 
mented their  forces.     They  held  a  continual  correfpondence  by  agents 

i9  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  44.  3°  Ibid.  lib.  1.  c.  1. 

and 
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and  meffengers,  merely  to  have  an  opportunity  of  obferving  each    c  ^  A  p- 
others  motions  ;  and  loon  involved  in  their  difputes  and  jealoufies,    v. — ,r-— » 
not  only  their  own  immediate  retainers  and  friends,  but  fuch  as  now 
compofed  the  Senate  and  affemblies  of  the  People,  who  could  not  re- 
main unconcerned  fpedtators  in  a  difference  between  perfons  who 
were  likely  again  to  involve  the  empire  itfelf  in  a  civil  war. 

Cneius    Domitius    Ahenobarbus,    and    Caius    Sofius,    having    in    U.  C.  721. 

Cn.  Domi- 

confequence  of  preceding  engagements  fucceeded  to  the  Confulate,    tiusAheno- 
and  being  attached  to  Antony,  openly  efpoufed  his  caufe.     Sofius,   Softos.' 
on  the  firft  of  Tanuary,  in  entering  upon  his  office,  ventured  to  ar-    Tx    *  '  ,u  ' 

•>  J  '  or  7  jji  (_ornelIus. 

raisrn  the  conduct  of  Octavius,  enumerated  the  injuries  which   he    ExKal.Nov. 

b  J  U.Valerius. 

had  offered  to  Antony,  and  moved  the  Senate  for  redrefs. 

Octavius,  having  previous  intimation  of  what  was  to  be  moved  by 
the  Conful,  and  wifhing  to  know  the  full  extent  of  the  charge  be- 
fore he  fhould  be  obliged  to  reply,  on  that  day  abfented  himfelf 
from  the  Senate  ;  but  took  care  to  have  Nonius,  one  of  the  Tribunes 
of  the  People,  prepared  to  watch  over  his  intereft,  and  to  put  a  ne- 
gative on  any  proceeding  that  might  be  attempted  to  his  prejudice. 
At  the  next  affembly  of  the  Senate,  he  appeared  with  a  numerous 
body  of  armed  men,  feated  himfelf  between  the  Confuls,  and  from 
that  place  made  his  anfwer  to  the  accufations,  which  in  the  former 
meeting  had  been  ftated  agaihft  him,  and  retorted  much  blame  on 
his  enemies.  He  called  upon  Antony,  in  particular,  to  return  into 
Italy,  and  to  refign  the  Triumvirate,  the  period  for  which  that  tem- 
rary  power  was  created  being  now  expired  3I. 

To  this  defiance,  on  the  part  of  Octavius,  no  reply  being  made 
by  the  friends  of  Antony,  the  affembly  was  adjourned  for  fome  days, 
during  which  time  both  the  Confuls  thought  proper  to  withdraw 

31  Liv.  Epitome,  lib.  cxxxii. 

Vol.  III.  P  p  from 
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from  the  city  ;  and  not  fuppofing  themfelves  fafe  within  the  jurif- 
diction  of  a  perfon  againft  whom  they  had  taken  fo  hoftile  a  part, 
continued  their  retreat  into  Afia,  where  Antony,  whofe  caufe  they 
efpoufed,    had  the  means  to  protect  them. 

Oclavius,  pleafed  to  find  himfelf,  by  the  flight  of  the  ordinary 
magiftraces,  left  matter  of  the  city,  and  freed  from  the  neceftity 
of  employing  immediate  force  againft  the  forms  of  commonwealth, 
gave  them  no  interruption,  nor  attempted  to  prevent  their  efcape. 
He  even  gave  out,  that  thefe  officers  had  withdrawn  by  his  per- 
miffion,  and  that  everyone  elfe  who  was  difpofed  to  join  his  an- 
tagonist, might  follow  their  example  '*. 

Antony,  when  he  received  an  account  of  what  was  thus  patting 
at  Rome,  being  arrived  in  the  LefTer  Armenia,  on  his  laft  expedition 
into  that  country,  aflembled  all  the  Senators  of  his  party  who  were 
then  with  his  army,  laid  before  them  his  grounds  of  complaint 
againft  Oclavius,  renounced  in  form  his  marriage  with  Oclavia,  and 
declared  war  on  her  brother  ".  At  the  fame  time,  he  took  a  folemn 
oath,  in  which  he  bound  himfelf,  at  the  end  of  fix  months,  after  he 
fhould  have  relieved  Italy  from  the  tyranny  of  Octavius,  to  reftore 
the  government  entire  to  the  Senate  and  People,  agreeably  to  the 
ancient  conftitution.  Having  taken  this  method  to  gain  all  thofe  who 
wifhed  for  the  reftoration  of  the  commonwealth,  and  having  re- 
mitted great  fums  of  money  into  Italy,  to  be  dealt  out  in  prefents 
and  gratuities  to  the  army  of  his  rival 3+,  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
pretended  object  of  the  war  in  Armenia,  he  put  his  army  in  motion 
weftward.  Having  Canidius  advanced  with  fixteen  legions,  he 
himfelf  conducting  the  Queen  of  Egypt,  who  was  to  have  her  fhare 
in  the  enterprife,  took  the  route  of  Ephefus,  where  all  his  fhips  were 

t1  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  1.  c.  ii.  a3  Ibid.  lib.  1.  c.  3.  3*  Ibid.  lib.  I.  c.  7.  . 

ordered 
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ordered  to  aflemble.     Of  thefe  he  had  eight  hundred  fail,  of  which    C  H  a  p. 

VII. 
Cleopatra  furnifhed  two  hundred  completely  equipped,  together  with 

twenty  thoufand  talents  in  money  3S. 

The  Confuls  Domitius  and  Sofius  having  joined  Antony  at  Ephefus, 
and  finding  all  his  councils  governed  by  the  caprice  of  Cleopatra,  and 
all  his  meafures  made  fubfervicnt  to  her  vanity  or  intereit,  warmly 
recommended  that  the  Queen  of  Egypt  fhould  return  into  her  own 
kingdom,  and  there  remain  until  the  war  mould  be  at  an  end  ;  but 
flie,  dreading  the  lofs  of  her  influence,  the  reftoration  of  Octavia, 
and  a  reconciliation  of  parties,  to  which  her  pretenfions,  interefts,  and 
paflions  muft  be  the  firft  facrifice,'  employed  all  her  artifice  to  defeat 
their  counfel,  and  to  maintain  her  afcendant  over  Antony.  For  this 
purpole,  with  more  care  and  affiduky  than  fhe  muflcred  the  forces 
of  her  allies,  or  collected  the  refources  of  her  kingdom  for  the  fup- 
port  o±  the  war,  the  alfembled  from  every  quarter  the  means  of  dif- 
ion,  and  the  inuruments  of  pleafure. 

Many  Roman  officers,  who  had  hitherto  embarked  their  fortunes 
with  Antony,  difgufted  by  the  appearances  of  levity  and  difhpation 
which  attended  him  on  this  occafion,  withdrew  from  his  caufe,  and 
threw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  his  enemy.  Plancus,  in  particular, 
with  Titius,  long  diffatisfied  with  the  influence  and  conduct  of  Cleo- 
patra, deferted  him.  They  brought  with  them  into  Italy  particular 
accounts  of  Antony's  levity,  and  of  Cleopatra's  infolent  fpeeches,  in- 
finuating  that  fhe  flattered  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  becoming  miftrels 
of  the  Roman  empire.  They  produced  copies  of  Antony's  will,  already 
mentioned  as  having  been  fent  to  the  records  of  the  Veftals,  and 
which,  by  its  extravagance,  procured  credit  to  every  other  report 
which  was  raifed  to  his  prejudice,  i'o  much  as  to  make  it  believed, 
that  if  he  fhould  p'revail  in  the  conteft  with  Octavius,  he  meant  to 

3,»Plut.  in  Antonio,   near  three  millions  iterling. 

P  p  2  declare 


292  THE   PROGRESS   AND   TERMINATION 

declare  Cleopatra  Queen  of  the  Romans,  and  to  transfer  the  feat  of 
the  empire  to  Alexandria. 

Thefe  reports  tending  to  render  Antony  an  object  of  ridicule,  or  of 
fcorn,  were  propagated  with  great  effect  among  the  People.  They 
were  even  introduced  in  the  Senate,  and  employed  as  the  pretence 
for  a  motion  that  was  made  to  diveft  him  of  his  prefent  command  in 
the  Eaft,  and  of  that  fhare  of  the  fovereignty  which  he  held  in  the 
capacity  of  Triumvir,  and  to  declare  him  incapable  of  holding  the 
office  of  Conful,  to  which  he  was  deftined  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Plancus,  in  fupport  of  the  motion  that  was  made  to  this  purpofe, 
urging,  together  with  the  reports  now  mentioned,  the  manifold  dis- 
orders which  were  imputed  to  Antony,  and  the  many  offences  he  had 
committed  againft  the  commonwealth,  was  anfwered  with  great  cou- 
rage and  afperity,  by  perfons  who  ftill  ventured  to  efpoufe  the  caufe 
of  the  abfent  Triumvir.  "  While  you  were  of  his  councils,"  faid 
Coponius  to  Plancus  on  this  occafion,  "  I  doubt  not  but  the  con- 
"  dudl  of  Antony  was  Sufficiently  blameable  3fi." 

Odtavius,  however,  being  mafter  at  Rome,  the  motion  was  carried, 
and  a  decree  was  obtained,  in  confequence  of  it,  to  fufpend  Mark 
Antony  in  the  exercife  of  all  his  powers.  War  at  the  fame  time  was 
formally  declared  againft  the  Queen  of  Egypt,  while  Octavius,  with 
his  ufual  difcretion,  to  avoid  making  enemies  unneceffarily  of  thofe 
who  muft  have  been  involved  with  Antony  in  any  perfonal  at- 
tainder, did  not  include  him  in  this  declaration.  A  proclamation 
however  was  published,  "  requiring  all  citizens  to  withdraw  them- 
"  felves  from  Antony,  as  being  abandoned  to  the  caprices  of  a 
"  ftranger,  and  a  woman,  who,  by  a  kind  of  fafcination,  led  him 
"  in  her  train,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  countenance,  againft  his 


36  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  83. 

u 
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"  own   country,  a  war  which  was  to  be  concluded  by  the  eunuchs    c  *f  A  P. 

"  Mardio  and  Pothinus,  keepers  of  the  palace  of  Alexandria ;  and 

"  by   Ira  and  Charmion,    the  waiting  women   of  Cleopatra,    who 

"  hoped  foon  to  reign  in  the  capital  of  the  Roman  empire,  as  abfo- 

"  lutely  as  they  had  for  fome  time  governed  in  the  provinces  of  the 

"  Earl37." 

In  the  fequel  of  thefe  declarations,  fome  taxes  for  the  expence  of 
the  war  were  laid  on  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  ;  an  uncommon  ftretch 
of  power,  which,  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy  who  was  likely  to 
divide  the  People,  appeared  to  be  impolitic  and  dangerous.  All  freed 
flaves,  having  two  hundred  feftertia  or  upwards,  were  required  to 
pay  an  eighth  of  their  effects,  free  citizens  were  required  to 
pay  a  fourth  of  their  yearly  i-evenue  ;  and  thefe  exactions  being  vio- 
lentlv  enforced,  gave  rife  in  many  places  to  infurrection  and  blood- 
shed 38 ;  and  the  minds  of  men  being  greatly  agitated,  reports  of 
prefages  and  prodigies  were  circulated  as  ufual,  in  times  of  great 
alarm,  and  on  the  eve  of  important  events. 

Antony,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  with  his  fleet  and  army 
from  Ephefus  to  Samos,  and  from  thence  to  Athens,  where,  together 
with  the  Queen  of  Egypt,  he  was  received  with  a  flattering  pa- 
geantry, and  with  many  complimentary  addrelfes,  in  compofing 
which,  this  people  now  exercifed  that  ingenuity  for  which  they  were 
formerly  celebrated  in  conducting  matters  of  ftate  and  of  war. 
Cleopatra  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Athens.  An- 
tony, being  already  a  citizen,  led  the  proceffion,  in  which  the  repub- 
lic came  to  confer  this  honour  on  the  Queen  ;  and  made  her  a  fpeech 
in  name  of  his  fellow  citizens,  the  Athenian  people. 

From  thence  Antony  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Corcyra,  where  all 
his  forces  aflembled,  and  feemed  to  threaten  Italy  with  an  immediate 
invafion.     He  had  undoubtedly  got  the  ftart  of  his  antagonift,  might 

37  Plut.  in  Antonio,  "  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  I.  c.  jo 

have 
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K  have  furprifed  him,  and  divided  the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  and 
<w-~, v-~-_«  other  parts  of  the  weftern  empire.  Of  thefe,  numbers  were  dif- 
contented  on  account  of  recent  exactions,  many  were  difpofed 
to  favour  the  ablent  party,  or  from  anitnofit-y  to  a  government, 
under  which  they  had  experienced  opprefiion,  were  defirous  of  a 
change. 

With  all  thefe  advantages  in  his  favour,  Antonv  either  never  had 
the  intention  to  invade  Italy  in  the  prefent  feafon,  or  laid  it  afidc, 
and  determined  to  pais  the  winter  in  Greece.  Fie  fent  his  fleet  into 
the  gulph  of  Ambracia,  and  quartered  his  army  in  the  Peloponnefus, 
or  round  the  gulph  .of  Corinth,  where,  befides  the  ordinary  refources 
of  the  country,  they  had  continual  fupplies  of  every  necelfary  bv  fea, 
from  Alia  and  Egypt. 
U.  C.  722.  By  the  laft  arrangement,  which  had  been  concerted  between  Oc- 

Imper.  Ca-f.  . 

Mar.  Val.       tavius  and  Antony,  for  the  fucceffion  of  Confuls  during  eight  years, 
£nus  of  which  this  was  the  laft,  they  themfelves  were  now  to  have  en- 

M  ^ithfsart'    tere(*  on  ^ie  °^'ce  '  l5Ut  Antony  being  fet  afde  by  atmblic  acl:  of  the 
ex  Kai.  oa.    Senate  and  People,  Octavius  affumed  for  his  colleague  Melfala,  al- 

Cn.  Pom-  ,  m 

ptius.  ready  mentioned  as  the  particular  friend  of  Marcus  Brutus.      This 

ahnoft  only  remaining  partizan  of  the  republic  had  been  among 
the  profcribed,  but  was  afterwards  taken  into  favour,  and  reconciled 
to  the  fucceffor  of  Caefar  3g. 

Oclavius  now  holding  the  office  of  Roman  Conful,  endeavoured 
to  fink,  under  this  designation  of  a  legal  magistrate,  his  pretenfions  as 
a  military  adventurer,  and  qualified  the  troops,  which  he  employed 
againft  Antony,  as  the  forces  of  the  commonwealth,  affembled  to 
repel  the  attack  of  a  foreign  enemy.  Pie  drew  them  together  on  the 
coaft  of  Apulia,  and  while  he  Rationed  the  greater  part  of  his  fleet 
in  two  divilions  at  Brundifium  and  Tarentum,  fent  Agrippa  with  a 

39  Dio.  Caff,  ut  fupra. 

fquadron 
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iquadron  to  ply  off  the   harbours  of  Greece,  and  to  interrupt  the    c  HA  P. 
naval  communications  of  the  enemy.  > „ < 

By  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  Agrippa,  many  captures  were 
made  in  the  winter,  and  the  conveyance  of  corn,  arms,  and  military 
ftores  from  A.' la,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  intended  for  the  ufe  of  An- 
tony's fleet  and  army  *°,  was  re-idered  difficult  and  extremely  pre-  * 
carious.  To  fupply  their  neceflities,  both  his  fea  and  land  forces 
were  obliged  to  plunder  the  country  around  them  ;  and,  in  the  want  of 
horfes  and  carriages,  drove  the  inhabitants  like  beafts  of  burden, 
laden  with  corn  and  other  provifions,  to  the  fea  coaft.  Antony, 
when  he  joined  his  fleet  at  Adtium,  being  told  that  half  his  rowers 
had  perifhed  from  fcarcity  and  difeafe  :  "  The  oars,  he  faid,  /  hope 
"  arefiife  4'." 

In  the  mean  time,  Octavius  brought  his  land  forces  to  Brundiiium 
and  Tarentum ;  and  either  to  fhew  the  ftrength  of  his  partv,  or  to 
fecure  the  perfons  of  thofe  of  whofe  fidelity  he  entertained  any 
doubt,  fummoned  all  the  Roman  citizens  of  note  to  attend  him  on 
the  coaft.  From  thence,  in  order  to  profit  by  Antony's  delay,  and  to 
fix  the  theatre  of  the  war  in  Greece,  he  embarked  with  his  army,  and 
flood  for  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Epirus.  He  landed  under  the  pro- 
montory of  Acroceraunus,  the  fame  place  at  which  Julius  debarked 
in  purfuit  of  the  war  with  Pompey  ;  and  from  this  place,  ordering 
the  fleet  to  coaft  round  the  head  lands,  and  the  ifland  of  Corcyra, 
he  marched  with  the  army  along  fhore  towards  the  gulph  of  Am- 
bracia. 

This  gulph  opens  into  the  channel  that  feparates  the  iflands  of 
Corcyra,  Leucada,  and  Cephalonia.  It  is  narrow  at  its  entrance  *"  • 
but  is  wider  within 43,  and  ftretches  eaftward  4*  about  twenty  or  thirty 

40  Orof.  lib.  vi.  c.  19.  *3  One  hundred  Madia. 

*'  Ibid.  **  Stretches    in    land    three  hundred  lladia. . 

*z  About  half  a  mile,   or  five  ftedia.         Polyb.  lib.  iv.  c.  63. 

I  miles,. 
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B  °v°  k     miles.     At  its  opening,  on    the   fouthern  fhore,  flood  Adtium,  and 

t— — * J    oppofite  to   this  place  flood   Toryne,    afterwards  called  Nicapolis. 

Antony  had  taken  poffeflion  of  Actium,  and  having  a  proper  har- 
bour in  the  gut,  commanded  the  whole  navigation  of  the  gulph. 

Oclavius  advancing  with  his  fleet  and  army  from  the  northward, 
and  having  no  oppofition  made  to  him  by  the  enemy,  took  poflef- 
fion of  Toryne,  entrenched  himfelf  in  a  ftrong  poft  on  fhore,  and 
ftationed  his  fleet  behind  him  in  a  creek,  which  furnifhed  a  harbour 
iufficiently  fafe  43. 

Antony  already  ported  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  gulph,  either 
did  not  think  himfelf  in  condition  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making 
this  lodgment  in  his  prefence,  or  determined  by  fome  other  motive, 
chofe  to  ad  on  the  defenfive  ;  and  thus  the  armies  were  ftationed, 
Oftavius  in  Epirus,  and  Antony  in  Acarnania,  on  the  oppofite  fides 
of  the  entrance  to  the  gulph  of  Ambracia. 

The  ftate  of  the  forces  on  each  fide  is  varioufly  reported.  Plu- 
tarch fays,  that  in  entering  on  the  war,  Antony  had  five  hundred 
galleys,  of  which  there  were  many  mounting  eight  and  ten  tire  of 
oars ;  that  the  land  army,  which  had  been  tranfported  by  his  fleet, 
confifted  of  a  hundred  thoufand  infantry,  and  twelve  thoufand 
horfe  ;  that  O&avius  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  galleys,  eighty  thou- 
fand foot,  and  twelve  thoufand  horfe.  Others  place  the  fuperiority 
of  numbers  on  the  fide  of  O&avius,  but  ftate  them  as  more  nearly 
equal  4\ 

As  the  Egyptian  fleet  ftill  commanded  the  pafTage  of  the  gulph, 
Antony,  after  it  was  too  late  to  difturb  the  enemy  in  making  their 
lodgment,  feized  a  poft,  with  a  confiderable  part  of  his  army,  on  the 
fide  of  Toryne',  to  reftrain  their  excurfions,  and  to  cut  off  their  fo- 
rage.    Odavius,   on  his  part,    detached  Agrippa,  with  a  powerful 

*3  Plut.  in  Antonio.  *♦  Ibid. 

9  fquadron, 
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1  tdron,  to  make  defcents  on  the  coafts,  to  ravage  the  towns  that    c  8*  P. 

v.vre   in  the  pofTeffion  of  Antony,  and   to  cut  off  the  fupplies  that    ' * — — ' 

were  brought  him  by  feau 

According  to  thefe  inftruciions,  Agrippa  took  pofTeffion  of  Methone', 
on  the  coaft  of  Meffenia  and  of  Patrae,  near  the  mouth  of  the  gulph  of 
Corinth,  entered  that  gulph,  and  made  a  defcent  near  the  city  of  Corinth, 
afterwards  took  pofTeffion  of  the  promontory  of  Leucada,  which  lay 
in  the  courfe  of  Antony's  convoys +s,  and  obliged  him,  after  a  check 
he  had  received  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Toryne'  by  the  defeat  of 
the  cavalry  he  employed  on  that  fide,  to  abandon  his  ground  in 
Epirus,  and  to  repafs  the  (baits  to  Actium. 

In  thefe  operations  paffed  the  greater  part  of  fummer :  but  as  nothing 
was  decided,  Domitius,  who,  in  the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding 
he  was  Conful,  had  left  his  ftation  in  the  city  to  join  Antony,  now 
difgufted  with  his  conduct,  went  over  to  Octavius.  A  general  dif- 
truft  enfued  in  the  party  "6,  and  Antony,  being  diftrefied  for  want  of 
provifions,  faw  the  neceffity  of  making  his  retreat,  or  of  diking  a 
general  adion.  His  fleet  having  fuffered  greatly  in  winter  from. 
fcarcity  and  from  difeafe,  he  deliberated  whether  he  mould  not 
abandon  his  fhips,  and  reft  his  caufe  on  the  event  of  a  battle  on 
fhore  *7 ;  but  Cleoapatra,  who  governed  all  his  councils,  and  who 
dreaded  being  deprived  of  a  retreat  by  fea,  urged  him  without  delay 
to  fet  fail  for  Alexandria.  She  propofed,  that,  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  the  enemy,  proper  detachments  fhould  be  left  to  k«ep  poifeffion 
of  all  the  ftrong-holds  in  Afia  and  Greece  ;  that  thefe  detachments 
fhould  be  fupported  from  Egypt ;  and  that  Antony,  in  the  mean 
time,  mould  prepare  the  whole  forces  of  that  kingdom  to  contend 
for  the  empire  of  the  world. 

+s  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  84.  *6  Ibid.  47  Plut.  in  Antonio. 
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The  partizans  of  Cleopatra,  in  the  council  cf  Antony,  contending; 
j  for  this  plan  of  retreat  which  fhe  propofed,  among  other  arguments 
againft  rifking  a  battle,  urged  many  fatal  prefages  and  figns  of  im- 
pending calamity,  fufficient  to  ftrike  a  panic  in  the  troops,  and  to 
render  the  flight  they  advifed,  in  fome  meafure  necefiary.  It  was; 
determined,  however,  as  a  kind  of  middle  courfe,  that  the  fleet 
fhould  put  to  fea ;  if  permitted,  withdraw  from  the  enemy ;  but  if 
attacked,  give  battle.  As  it  was  obferved,  that  many  of  the  fhips 
were  ill  manned,  and  in  difrepair,  and  fome  altogether  unservice- 
able ;  thefe  being  felected  and  burnt,  the  remainder  prepared  for- 
th e  fea. 

When  this  refolution  was  taken,  Antony  called  his  officers  to- 
gether, put  them  in  mind  of  the  diligence  with  which  he  had  made 
his  preparations  for  the  prefent  war,  and  referred  for  proof  to  the 
armament  itfelf,  which  was  then  in  their  view. — In  a  war,  which 
was  to  turn  on  the  event  of  naval  operations,  they  had  an  undoubted 
fuperiority,  he  faid,  either  in  the  number,  or  loftinefs  and  ftrength 
of  their  fhips. — He  contrafted  his  own  reputation,  the  maturity  of 
his  age,  his  experience,  and  his  fuccefs,  with  the  oppofite  circum- 
dances  in  the  defcription  of  his  enemy. — He  put  his  officers  in  mind, 
and  wiflied  them  to  remind  the  army,  that  they  were  about  to  con- 
tend for  the  empire  of  the  world  ;  that  great  as  this  object  was,  the  lofs 
of  it,  if  they  failed,  was  to  be  the  leaft  of  their  fufferings  ;  that  every 
indignity  and  infultwasto  be  expected  from  anenemy48,whoon  former- 
occafions  had  fhewn  himfelf  iufnciently  averfe  to  mercy.  Having  ad- 
dreffe.d  himfelf  in  this  manner  to  the  officers  who  were  to  be  left  on 
Ihore,  he  ordered  on  board,  all  thofe  who  attended  him  in  the  cha- 
.Tafter   of  Roman  citizens,    or  of  whofe  inclination  to.  the  enemy. 

48  Dio.  Caff,  lib,  1.  c.  15—2?. 

fee 
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-he  had  any  fufpicion,  and  reinforced  his  fleet  from  the   land  army    c  K  A  P. 

V  jI- 

with  as  many  archers  and  ilingers  as  could  ply  in  the  (hips,  < — -v— — / 

Octavius,  in  the  mean  time,  having  intelligence  of  thefe  delibera- 
tions and  counfels,  and  feeing  the  buftle  which  the  embarkation  of 
fo  many  men  from  the  land,  and  the  movements  of  mips  to  get 
into  their  {rations,  occalioned,  he  likewife  prepared  for  action.  In 
his  addrefs  to  the  officers  of  his  fleet,  he  ftill  affected  to  confider 
Cleopatra  as  the  principal  party  in  the  war.  "  Antony  had  conde- 
**  fcended,"  he  faid,  "  to  become  her  dependant  and  follower,  and 
"  was  now  preparing,  not  to  fight,  but  to  accompany  the  queen  of 
"  Egypt  in  her  flight."  In  refpect  to  the  conduct  of  the  action, 
he  was  inclined  to  let  the  enemy  get  under  fail,  and  even  to  wait 
until  they  mould  have  turned  the  promontory  of  AcYmm,  thinking 
this  would  be  the  proper  time  for  him  to  attack  their  rear,  to  purfue 
them  in  their  retreat,  and  by  thefe  means  to  gain  the  advantage  and 
reputation  of  a  victory,  without  the  hazard  of  a  battle  ;  but  being 
difluaded  from  this  defign  by  Agrippa,  he  took  his  refolution  to  meet 
them  at  the  mouth  of  the  Straits,  and  if  he  prevailed,  was  in  hopes  he 
might  put  them  out  of  condition  to  renew  the  war.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  reinforced  his  fleet  with  as  many  men  from  the  land  as  could 
conveniently  act  on  board  49. 

After  both  fleets  were  in  readinefs,  they  were  detained  in  their 
harbours  four  days  by  a  ftorm,  and  a  high  fea  which  fet  into  the 
gulph.  But  on  the  fifth  day  the  wind  having  abated,  and  the  fea 
becoming  fmooth,  Antony's  fleet  began  to  form  in  the  Straits.  He 
himfelf,  with  Poplicola,  embarked  with  the  firft  divifion  on  the  right, 
Cadius  on  the  left,  and  an  officer,  whom  Plutarch  names  Marcus 
Octavius,  with  M.  Jufteius  in  the  centre  s°.  His  fhips  being  heavier 
and  loftier,  but  lefs  a&ive  than  thofe  of  O&avius,  he  hefitated  for 

45  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  I.  c.  23  —  30.  s°  Plutarch,  in  Antonio,. 

Qjj  2  fome 
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BOOK     fome  time  whether  he  fhould  not  remain  in  clofe  order,  and  endea- 
vour to  bring  on  the  action   in  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  gulph, 
where  his  antagoniits,  for  want  of  room,  could  not  derive  any  great 
advantage  from  the  fuperior  agility  of  their  veffels,  or  quicknefs  of 
their  motions. 

While  Antony  deliberated  on  this  matter,  O&avius  got  under  fail,, 
turned  the  headland  of  Toryn«%  and  formed  in  a  line  before  the 
entry  of  the  Straits,  about  a  mile  from  the  enemy.  The  right  divi- 
fion  was  commanded  by  M.  Larius,  the  left  by  Aruntius,  the  whole 
by  Agrippa  5".  Both  armies,  at  the  fame  time,  were  drawn  out  on 
the  fhore  to  behold  the  event ;  but  the  fleets,  for  fome  time,  did  not 
make  any  movement,  and  it  continued  uncertain  whether  Antony, 
being  frill  in  the  road,  might  not  return  to  his  anchors  ;  but  about 
noon  his  fhips  began  to  clear  the  Straits,  and  came  forward  where  the 
fea-room  was  fufErient  for  their  line.  As  in  this  movement  the  fleets 
came  clofer  together,  Agrippa  began  to  extend  his  front,  in  order  to 
turn  the  enemy's  flank ;  but  Poplicola,  on  the  other  fide,  to  keep  pace 
with  him,  ftretching  to  the  fame  fide,  the  centre  of  both  fleets  was 
equally  opened,  and  they  engaged  foon  after,  without  any  apparent 
advantage  on  either  fide.. 

The  conteft,  for  fome  time,  remained  undecided.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action,  the  queen  of  Egypt's  yacht  had  been  near  to 
the  line,  and  fhe  herfelf  continued  to  look  on  the  battle,  till,  over- 
come with  anxiety,  affright,  and  horror,  fhe  gave  orders  to  remove 
her  galley  to  a  greater  diftance,  and  being  once  in  motion  fled  with 
all  the  fail  fhe  could  make  ;  her  veffel  being  diftinguifhed  by  a 
gilded  poop  and  purple  fails,  made  her  flight  be  confpicuous  to  the 
whole  fleet 5I,  and  drew  away  from  the  line  about  fixty  fhips  of  the 
Egyptian  fquadron,  who,  under  pretence  of  attending  their  miftrefs, 
withdrew  from  the  action. 

!1  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c,  84.  s*  Florus,  lib.  iv.  e.  11. 

Antony,, 
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Antony,  apprehending  the  confequence  of  this  defection,  whether 
in  defpair  of  his  fortunes,  or  in  fome  hopes  to  rally  thofe  who  fled, 
put  on  board  of  a  quick  failing  veflel,  and  endeavoured  to  overtake 
them.  Being  obferved  from  Cleopatra's  galley,  he  was  taken  on  board  ; 
but  no  longer  capable  of  any  vigorous  or  rational  purpofe,  he  became 
the  companion  of  her  flight,  without  any  attempt  to  rally  her  fleet. 
Although  he  quitted  the  chance  of  a  victory  to  follow  the  object  of 
his  paflions,  he  could  not  endure  to  behold  her,  turned  his  eyes  afide, 
threw  himfelf  upon  the  deck,  and  continued  in  the  deeper!  anguiih 
of  fhame  and  defpair. 

The  flight  of  Antony,  joined  to  that  Cleopatra,,  an  event  fo  little 
expected,  was  not  for  fome  time  obferved,  and  the  fleet,,  notwith- 
standing the  defertion  of  their  leader,  continued  the  action  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  they  were  overpowered  ;  and  many  of  them 
being  greatly  damaged  in  their  oars  and  rigging,  were  not  in  con- 
dition either  to  refift  or  to  efcape,  and  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
enemy.  Three  hundred  mips  were  taken  or  funk,,  and  about  five 
thoufand  men  were  killed  5*.  The  flxand  was  covered  with  wrecks 
and  dead  bodies.  Octavius  detached  a  fquadron  in  purfuit  of  fuch 
of  the  enemy's  fhips  as  had  got  to  fea  from  the  engagement,  and 
himfelf  continued  in  the  channel  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and 
the  following  night,  to  gather  the  fruits  of  his  victory  ". 

The  land  army  of  Antony  having,  from  the  heights  on  fhore,  be- 
held the  ruin  of  their  fleet,  retired  to  their  camp  as  with  an  inten- 
tion to  maintain  it  to  the  laft  extremity.  They  flattered  themfelves, 
that  their  general,  though  forced  to  yield  to  his  enemy  at  fea,  would 
make  for  the  neareft  port,  and  again  fhew  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
legions.  Thefe,  they  fiid,.  he  never  mould  have  left  to  commit  his 
fortunes  to  an  uncertain  element,  and   a  treacherous  ally.     In  thefe 

3*  P!ut.  in  Antonio.    Oioiius  fays,  i2scoo  were  killed  in  battle,  6000  were  wounded,  of. 
whom  icoo  died  under  cure,  lib.  vi.  !!  Sacton.  in  Oftavio.. 
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BOOK    hopes  they  remained  for  feven  days  unfhaken  in  their  duty,  and   re- 

w — u '  jected  all  the  offers  which  Oclavius  made  to  induce  them  to  change 

their  party.  Being  fatisfied,  however,  at  laft,  that  their  hopes  were 
vain,  they  c.onfulted  their  fafety  in  different  ways.  Some  laid  down 
their  arms  ;  Canidius  himfelf,  who  commanded  them,  withdrew  in 
the  night  5S  ;  others,  remaining  together  in  fmall  parties,  took  the 
route  to  Macedonia ;  but,  being  purfued  by  the  enemy,  were  fepa- 
rately  overtaken,  and  forced  or  perfwaded  to  furrender.  All  the  Ro- 
man citizens,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  eaftern  provinces,  all  the 
foreign  allies  and  princes,  who  made  a  part  of  the  vanquished 
army,  fuccefhvely  made  their  peace s7 ;  and  the  empire  itfelf  now 
teemed  to  be  reduced  under  a  hngle  head. 

Antony  having  continued  his  flight  by  the  coafts  of  the  Pelopon- 
nefus  to  the  head  of  Tenarus,  without  appearing  to  recover  his 
courage,  made  a  halt  at  this  place,  rather  from  indecifion  and  irre- 
folution,  than  from  any  fettled  purpofe  refpe&ing  the  conduct  of  his 
affairs.  Here  he  was  joined  by  fome  fhips  that  remained  in  the 
action  to  the  end  of  it ;  and  being  informed  by  them,  that  the  fleet 
was  entirely  demolifhed,  but  that  the  army  continued  firm  in  their 
camp  ;  he  feemed  to  be  revived  by  this  laft  part  of  the  account,  and 
dilpatched  an  order  to  Canidius  to  make  the  bed  of  his  way  into  Ma- 
cedonia, and  from  thence  to  continue  his  march  into  Afia.  Such  of 
his  friends  as  came  up  with  him  at  Tenarus,  he  treated  with  his  ufual 
liberality,  divided  his  plate  and  jewels  among  them,  and  gave  them 
orders,  for  the  fupplies  they  might  want,  on  the  keeper  of  his  trea- 
fure  at  Corinth.  In  performing  thefe  acts  of  munificence,  he  feemed 
to  recover  his  mind,  and  refumed  fome  part  of  his  ufual  manner,  but 
returning  at  the  fame  time  to  his  former  habits  with  Cleopatra  58,  he 
fuffered  himfelf  again  to  be  governed  by  her  councils  ;  and,  in  com- 

*«  Plut.  in  Ant  nio.  "  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  li.  C.  I.  58  Plut.  in  Antonio. 
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pfiance  with  her  defire,  fleered  directly  for  Egypt,  without  making    CHAP, 

any  attempt  to  rally  his  forces  in  Greece,  or  to  join  his  army,  whichy    v— ,. — t 

in  reality,  by  this  time,  had  been  feparated,  or  obliged  to  make  their 
peace. 

The  victor  having  entirely  difperfed,  or  gained  to  his  own  party 
all  the  forces  of  his  rival  in  Europe,  Tent  fuch  a  part  of  his  army  into 
Afia  as  was  thought  neceffary  to  finilh  the  remains  of  the  war,  and 
permitted  the  veterans,  whofe  turn  it  was  to  be  difbanded,  to  return 
into  Italy.  He  himfelf,  in  order  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  Antony,  and  to  renew  his  operations  in  the  fpring, 
propofed  to  pafs  the  winter  at  Samos  5*.  From  thence,  being  mafter 
of  a  country  in  which  his  rival  had  once  been  favourably  received, 
he  execifed  his  power  in  punifhing  thofe  who  had  taken  part  againft 
him.  Many  towns,  by  his  order,  were  laid  under  heavy  contribu- 
tions, and  deprived  of  their  municipal  privileges.  All  the  petty 
princes  who  held  their  territories  by  grant  from  Antony,  except 
Archelaus co  and  Amyntas  61,  were  difpoflefTed.  Alexander  6l,  the  fon 
of  Jamblichus,  was  not  only  flript  of  his  territories,  but  referved  in 
chains  to  make  a  part  in  the  proceflion  of  the  victor's  triumph  ; 
and  when  that  ceremony  mould  be  over,  was  doomed  to  die.  The 
principality  of  Lycomedes  pi  was  given  to  a  certain  Mede,  who  had 
deferted  from  Antony,  and  who  had  brought  with  him  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  allies*  The  Cydonii6+and  Lampasi,  on  account  of  their 
particular  fervices,  were  reftored  to  their  liberties.. 

Of  the  Roman  citizens  of  rank,  who  had  efpcufed  the  caufe  of 
Antony,  fome  were  pardoned,  fome  laid  under  heavy  fines,  and 
others  put  to  death 6s.     Among  thofe  who  were  pardoned,-  was  Sofius 

59  Dio.  CafT.  lib.li.  c.  3  and  4.     Sueton.  s*  A  prince  of  Arabian  extraftion. 

in  Ottavio,  c.  17.  *3  On  the  frontier  of  Pontus. 

40  King  of  Cappadocia.  e*  The  people  of  certain  towns  of  Crete,  ■ 

61  Of  Galatia.   Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xlix.  c.  32.  "5  Dio.  Caff.  Lb,  li.  c.  z. 

c>  thej-- 
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B  go  K  the  late  Conful,  who  had  abfconded  for  fome  time  after  the  battle  of 
\_ — /■-— <  Aclium,  and  remained  in  concealment,  until,  by  the  intercefiion  of 
his  friends,  he  made  his  peace.  With  him  likewife  is  mentioned 
M.  Scaurus,  the  uterine  brother  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  who  had  been 
condemned  to  die,  but  fpared  at  the  intercefiion  of  his  mother. 
Among  thofe  who  were  put  to  death  is  mentioned  Curio,  the  fon  of 
that  Curio,  who,  in  the  fleps  which  led  to  the  civil  war,  acted  for 
fome  time  in  fupport  of  the  Senate,  but  afterwards  lb  effectually 
ferved  the  ambition  of  Julius  Caefar  ''*. 

While  Antony,  ftill  pofieffed  of  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  or  had  any 
means  of  renewing  the  war,  it  was  thought  expedient  that  Octavius 
in  perfon  mould  refide  in  Afia.  The  adminiftration  in  Italy  was 
committed  to  Maecenas  and  Agrippa;  the  firft  intrufted  with  the 
civil,  the  other  with  the  military  department ;  but  acting  under 
orders  and  inftructions  from  Caefar,  which,  though  in  form  addreffed 
to  the  Senate,  were  previoufly  fubmitted  to  thefe  minifters ;  and,  after 
having  received  fuch  alterations  and  corrections  as  they  thought  proper, 
were  likewife  intrufted  to  their  execution. 

Agrippa,  as  has  been  mentioned,  having  borne  his  part  in  the 
victory  at  Actium,  returned  into  Italy  with  a  particular  charge  of 
the  veterans  who  were  now  intitled  to  their  difmiffion,  and  to  the 
reward  of  their  fervices.  He  was  chofen  for  this  truft,  as  having 
fufficient  authority  to  reprefs  the  mutinous  fpirit  which  this  order 
of  men  had  ever  difcovered  as  often  as  they  were  encouraged  by 
victory  to  ftate  their  pretenfions  and  to  over-rate  their  merits.  The 
tafk,  however,  was  too  arduous  even  for  the  daring  courage  and  un- 
blemifhed  reputation  of  this  officer.  The  troops  had  been  told,  after 
the  late  action,  that,  on  account  of  the  ftate  of  Casfar's  finances,  the 
reward  of  their  fervices  muft  be  deferred  to  the  end  of  the  warj 

«♦  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  li.  c.  2. 
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fuch  of  them  as  were  deflined  to  act  in  Afia  and  Egypt  acqulefced  in 
this  delay,  expecting  to  enrich  themfelves  in  the  mean  time  with  the 
fpoils  of  thofc  opulent  countries  6s.  But  thofe  who  were  fent  back 
into  Italy,  expecting  fuch  fettlements  in  that  country  as  the  veterans 
had  formerly  received,  upon  their  arrival  laid  claim  to  immediate 
fatisfaction,  and  complained  that  Cxfar,  in  employing  his  lieute- 
nants to  treat  with  them,  meant  to  evade  their  juft  demands. 

In  confequence  of  earneft  reprefentations  from  Maecenas  and 
Agrippa,  ftating  thefe  difcontents  of  the  veterans  as  of  the  moft  dan- 
gerous tendency,  Octavius,  after  he  had  determined  to  fix  his  refi- 
dence  at  Samos  for  the  winter,  fet  fail  for  Italy  in  the  moft  tem- 
peftuous  feafon,  and  in  his  paffage  was  twice  expofed  to  great  dan- 
ger ;  once  in  doubling  the  headlands  of  the  Peloponnefus,  and  again 
near  to  the  rocks  of  Acfoceraunus.  Being  arrived  at  Brundifium,  he 
was  met  by  many  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Rome,  with  the  Senate 
and  magiftrates,  who,  having  committed  the  government  of  the  city 
to  the  Tribunes,  were  come  forward  to  receive  him,  and  to  pay  their 
court.  He  likewife  found  the  difcontented  veterans  ftill  at  the  fame 
place,  and  obftinate  in  their  purpofe  of  not-  fuffering  themfelves  to 
be  difbanded,  until  they  fhould  have  obtained  their  juft  gratification 
in  money  and  allotments  of  land. 

Octavius,  having  occafion  for  all  the  arts  in  which  he  was  already 
fo  well  verfed,  now  affecting  to  haften  what  he  alleged  had  been  only 
delayed  to  a  more  convenient  time,  proceeded  to  make  way  for  thefe 
mutinous  troops,  by  diflodging  many  poffeffors  of  land,  on  pretence 
that  they  had  favoured  the  queen  of  Egypt  in  the  late  war  ;  and,  in 
order  to  provide  the  intended  gratuities  in  money,  he  pretended  to 
'  offer  his  own  eftate  to  fale,  or  propofed  to  pledge  it  as  fecurity  for 
a  loan,    But  no  man  having  the  courage  to  become  either  his  creditor 

65  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  li.  c.  3,4. 
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or  the  purchafer  of  his  eftate,  he  reprefented  his  having  made  the  offer 

as  a  Sufficient  excufe  to  the  army  for  the  delay  which  he  was   Hill 

obliged  to  make  in  gratifying  their  juft  requefts.     But  the  riches  of 

Egypt,  he  faid,   now  forfeited   by   Cleopatra,  would   be   an  ample 

fund  for  the  gratification  of  thofe  who  forbore  their  demands  for  the 

U.  C.  723.     prefent,  to  have  them  more  fully  complied  with  hereafter68.  Having, 

4to.  M.Lid-  by  thefe  means,  pacified  the  clamours  of  thofe  who  were  mod  ur- 

e.x.  Kal.  Jul.'    gent ;    and  having  been,    during  his  ftay    at  Brundifium,  vefted  a 

vitusnte*nS     fourth  time  with  the  titles  and  enfigns  of  Conful,  he  fet  fail  again  for 

mtm'c'     t^e  C0a^  °^  ^fia,  w*tn  intention  to  give   Antony  and  Cleopatra  as 

cero,  ex  Kal.   ]ittie  time  as  poffible   to   recollect  themfelves,  or  to  reinftate-  their 
Nov.  L.  Ju-  ,  r 

aius.  affairs. 

Thefe  unfortunate  adventurers,  whofe  arrival  at  the  point  of  Tenarus 
has  been  mentioned,  fleered  from  thence  for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and 
parted  from  each  other  near  to  Paretonium,  a  fea-port  of  Lybia,  which 
had  been  held  by  the  kings  of  Egypt,  as  a  barrier  at  fome  diftance 
beyond'  the  weftern  frontier  of  their  kingdom.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place,  Antony  expected  to  be  received  by  Pinarius 
Scarpus,  whom  he  had  placed  at  the  head  of  his  forces  in  that 
quarter'9.  But  this  officer,,,  from  whatever perfon  he  may  have  re- 
ceived his  appointment,  or  however  he  may  have  been  inclined, 
while  the  Triumvirs  divided  the  empire,  was  now,  by  the  event  of 
the  battle  of  Adium,  fufficiently  determined  in  the  choice  of  his 
party.  He  had  declared  for  O&avius,  and  now  ordered  the  meffen-- 
gers  of  Antony,  and  all  the  officers  under  his  own  command,  who 
were  difpofed  to  enter  into  any  correfpondence  with  the  vanquished 
party,  to  be  put  to  death.. 

*'  Dio.  Call",   lib.  li.  c.  4.  Hand' that  Pinarius  Scarpus  had  belonged  to. 

*»  Ibid.    lib.  li.    c.  5.     Flut.  in  Antonio,     Antony,     and   ceferted  from   him    on    this 
p.  136.     Both  thefs  writers  feMi  to  under-     occafion.. 

Upon: 
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Upon  this  difappointmenf,  Antony  relapfed  into  his  former  me-    c  **  A  P. 
lancholy,  propofed  to   kill  himfelf,  and  was  prevented  only  by  the 
perfuafion  of  a  few  friends,  who  earneftly  entreated  him  to  try  his 
fortunes  once   more,  at  the  head  of  the  forces  of_  Egypt  7°. 

Cleopatra,  in  order  to  outrun  the  news  of  her  difafter,  and  to 
prevent  the  diforders  that  might  attend  the  fall  of  her  authority, 
made  all  poffible  hafte  into  her  own  dominions.  When  her  fhips 
came  in  fight,  flie  hoifted  the  enfigns  of  victory,  and  entered  the 
harbour  of  Alexandria  with  fhouts  of  joy  and  triumph.  Upon  her 
landing,  fhe  gave  an  order  to  cut  off,  or  to  fecure,  fome  perfons  of 
whofe  affections  fhe  was  doubtful,  and  then  acknowledging  the 
event  of  her  late  unfortunate  expedition,  took  meafures  for  the  de- 
fence of  her  kingdom.  Under  pretence  of  collecting  money  for  this 
purpofe,  fhe  feized  the  effects  of  corporations  and  of  private  perfons, 
and  ftript  the  temples  of  their  ornaments  and  of  their  treafures.  But, 
having  (till  upon  her  mind  all  the  impreffions  of  her  late  defeat,  fhe 
rather  looked  for  a  retreat,  to  which  (he  might  fly  with  the  money 
fhe  amaffed,  than  for  a  ftation  at  which  to  withftand  her  enemy. 
Under  thefe  impreffions,  fhe  formed  a  project  to  have  her  fleet  dragged 
over  land,  from  the  Nile  to  the  gulf  of  Arabia,  and  ordered  fhips  to 
be  built  in  the  ports  of  that  fea,  trufting  that  her  enemy  could  not, 
for  fome  time,  be  in  condition  to  moleft  her  with  any  naval  arma- 
ment in  that  quarter. 

After  this  project  began,  in  part,  to  be  executed,  the  Arabs,  ap- 
prehending fome  danger  to  themfelves,  from  the  preparations  which 
appeared  to  be  making  on  their  courts,  demolifhed  the  docks  which  the 
queen  of  Egypt  had  ordered  to  be  fitted  up,  plundered  her  {lores, 
and  deftroyed  the  fhips  which  fhe  had  already  built ;  fo  that  fhe 
was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  making  her  defence   on  the  Nile, 

7*  Plut.  in  Antonio,  p.  136.  410.  edit.  Lond.  ann.  1724.     Dio.  CaiT.  lib.  li.  c.  5. 
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and  of  abiding  the  fate  which  threatened  her  country  from  this 
fide". 

She  had  heard  of  Csefar's  having  gone  back  into  Italy  ;  and  from 
this  circumftance, '  as  well  as  from  the  difficulties  of  a  winter  naviga- 
tion round  the  coafts  of  Greece,  both  fhe  and  Antony  thought  them- 
felves  fecure  for  that  feafon.  In  this,  however,  they  were  difap- 
pointed  by  the  activity  and  refolution  of  their  enemy,  who,  having 
loft  no  time  unneceflarily  at  Brundifmm,  had,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
difficulties  of  the  winter-navigation,  ordered  fome  gallies  to  be 
dragged  over  land  at  the  Ifthmus  of  Corinth ;  and  by  this  means, 
while  he  was  yet  believed  to  be  beyond  the  fea  of  Ionia,  was  actu- 
ally well  advanced  in  his  voyage  to  the  Nile  7\  His  plan  was  to  in- 
vade the  kingdom  of  Egypt  on  two  fides  at  once  ;  at  Paretonium, 
on  the  fide  of  Africa,  by  an  army  under  the  command  of  Cornelius 
Gallus ;  and  at  Pelufium,  on  the  fide  of  Syria,  with  an  army  which 
he  himfelf  was  to  command  ". 

Antony,  upon  his  return  to  Alexandria,  with  the  mortification 
of  having  been  rejected  by  the  Roman  legions  that  were  ftationed  on 
the  frontier  of  the  province  of  Africa,  thinking  it  might  ftrengthen 
his  own  party  againft  that  of  Octavius,  to  point  out  an  immediate 
offspring  of  the  Julian  family,  and  a  fucceffion  of  leaders  to  the  party 
of  Caefar,  declared  Caefarion,  the  reputed  fon  of  Julius  Ccefar  by 
Cleopatra,  to  be  now  of  age,  and  qualified  to  enter  upon  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  father.  But  while  he  exaiperated  Octavius  by  this 
fpecies  of  perfonal  infult,  he  appeared  incapable  of  any  rational  plan 
of  defence  for  himfelf  6r  the  kingdom  he  occupied.  He  even  ab- 
fented  himfelf  from  the  councils  that  were  held  on  this  fubject,  de- 
clined any  fhare  in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  withdrew  from 
the  palace. 

71  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  !i.  c.  7.     Zonaras,  fib.  x.  c.  33.  7l  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  li.  c.  5. 

73  Oroftus,  lib.  vi. 

While 
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While  Antony  continued  in  this  humour,  he  was  joined  by  Cam-  C  H  A  P. 
diusy  the  late  commander  of  his  land-forces  at  Actium.  From  this 
officer  he  had  the  melancholy  account,  that  all  his  armies  in  Greece 
were  difperfed  ;  that  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea,  had  declared  againft 
him,  and  all  the  princes  he  had  lately  placed  upon  different  thrones  in 
Afia  had  either  followed  this  example,  or  been  difplaced ;  that  he 
had  not  any  pofleffion,  nor  any  certain  friend  beyond  the  limits 
of  Egypt.  Upon  receiving  this  account,  he  feemed  to  recover  from 
his  melancholy,  and  acquired  that  fpecies  of  eafe  which  refults  from 
defpair.  He  left  his  retreat,  returned  to  the  palace,  and,  with  Cleo- 
patra, gave  himfelf  up  to  diffipation,  profufion,  and  continual  riot. 
They  formed  parties  of  pleafure,  confiding  of  fuch  perfons  as  pro- 
felfed  their  refolution  to  die  rather  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  ~\  Antony  had  an  officer  retained  to  put  a  period  to  his  life 
in  the  fuppofed  extremity  in  which  this  choice  was  to  be  made,  and 
Cleopatra  had  a  collection  of  pcifons  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

v  In  the  midd  of  this  feeming  indifference  to  life,  both  the  queen 
and  her  lover,  however,  fubmitted  at  times  to  make  advances  to 
Casfar,  and  to  fue  for  mercy.  They  difpatched  their  meffengers  to- 
gether ;  but  as  Cleopatra  fent,  on  her  own  account,  preients  of  a 
crown,  a  fceptre,  and  a  throne  of  gold,  and  privately  indructed  her 
agent  to  found  the  difpofition  of  Crefar  with  refpecc  to  herfelf,  this 
crafty  politician  perceived  that  die  wiihed  to  be  considered  apart  from 
Antony,  and  encouraged  her  to  hope  for  a  feparate  treaty.  While 
he  made  no  reply  to  Antony,  and  in  public  infided  that  Cleopatra 
herfelf  fhould  furrender  at  difcretion,  he,  in  private,  encouraged  the 
queen  to  hope  for  better  terms,  and  even  to  imagine  what  he  fup- 
pofed her  willing  to  believe,  that  die  might  dill  make  fome  impreffion 
on  his  mind  by  the  charms  of  her  perfon. 

7*  Plut.  in  Antonio, 
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As  Oclavius  had  an  agent  at  the  court  of  Egypt  to  infinuate  thefe 
hopes,  and  to  cultivate  the  difpofition  which  the  queen  had  fhown 
to  a  feparate  treaty,  Antony   became  jealous  of  the   frequent  con- 
ferences to  which  this  agent  was  admitted,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
■whipped,  and  expelled  from  the  court.     Senfible,   however,  of  the 
enormity  of  this  outrage,  he  wrote  to  Octavius  foon  after   to   make 
an  apology.     "  My  misfortunes,1'  he  faid,  "  have  made  me  peevifh, 
*'  and  this  fellow  had  provoked  me  ;  but  you  may  take  your  revenge 
u  on  the  perfon  of  my  agent,  who  is  with  you."     In  the  fubfcquent 
part  of  this  letter  he  put  Oclavius  in  mind  of  their  former  intimacy, 
■of  their   near  relation,  of  their  parties  of  pleafure,  or  rather   de- 
baucheries ;  and  obferved,  that  his  frolics  with  Cleopatra  did  not  de- 
ferve  to  be  more  ferioufly  treated,  than  affairs  of  the  fame  kind  in  which 
they  had  palled  fome  idle  hours  together.     He,  at  the  fame  time,   de- 
livered up  P.  Turvilius,  a  Roman  Senator,  who  had  been  fuppoied 
acceifary  to  the  death  of  Julius  Caefar,  and  who  had,  for  fome  time, 
been  attached  to  himfelf ;  and  he  concluded  his  letter  with  fome  ex- 
preffions  of  magnanimity,  faying,  That  he  was  willing  to  die,   pro- 
vided he  could  obtain  any  favourable  terms  for  the  queen  of  Egypt 7S. 
Odlavius  however  continued  inexorable  ;  and  urging  his  military 
operations  on  both  frontiers  of  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  got  poffeflion 
of  Pelufium  and  of  Paretonium  ;  of  the  firft,  it  was  faid,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  intrigues  with  Cleopatra,  and  by  her  connivance ;   of 
the  fecond,  by  the  intire  defection  of  the  troops  which  Antony  had 
ftationed  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  who  now  became  an  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  army  of  his  rival. 

Cleopatra,  as  if  fenfible  of  the  fufpicions  fhe  had  incurred  on  the 
furrender  of  Pelufium,  and  defirous  to  recover  the  confidence  of 
Antony,  doubled  her  attention  to  his  perfon,  kept  the  aniverfary  of 

»  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  li.  c.  9. 
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his  birth-day  with  unufual  fplendor ;  and,  to  remove  any  fufpicion  of   CHAP, 
her  having  connived  at  the  lofs  of  Pelufium,  delivered  up  the  officer 
of  the  name  of  Seleucus,  who   had   furrendered  that  place,  that   he 
might  atone  for  his  treachery  by  a  fuitable  punifhment. 

Antony,  obierving  the  progrefs  which  his  enemy  made  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  and  being  weary  of  the  project  of  ending 
his  life  in  a  riot,  took  a  better  refolution,  and  muftering  what  forces 
he  could,  both  by  fea  and  by  land,  was  determined  to  try  the 
fortune  of  a  war,  or  to  die,  at  leaft,  fword  in  hand.  When  the 
enemy  advanced  to  Alexandria,  he  attacked  their  cavalry,  and  put 
them  to  flight.  Encouraged  by  his  fuccefs  in  this  encounter,  he  or- 
dered all  his  forces  to  afTemble  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  76.  On  this  day 
he  propofed  to  bring  the  conteft  to  a  decifion,  at  once,  both  by  fea 
and  by  land  77 :  but  the  Egyptian  fleet  being  ordered  to  begin  the 
action,  (truck  their  colours,  and  furrendered  themfelves  without  a 
blow.  The  cavalry,  at  the  fame  time,  deferted  to  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  infantry  being  routed,  fled  into  the  city. 

Upon  this  difperfion  of  all  his  forces,  Antony  complained,  that  he 
was  betrayed,  and  was  heard  to  accufe  the  queen.  This  unhappy 
author  of  his  misfortunes  had  taken  refuge,  during  the  action,  with 
a  few  attendants,  in  the  monument  which,  upon  a  plan  of  great  mag- 
nificence, was  then  recently  built  for  a  royal  fepulchre.  Thither  flie 
had  already  traniported  all  her  jewels,  money,  and  moft  valuable 
effects.  The  accefs  of  the  place  was  contrived  to  be  fhut  from, 
within,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  opened  without  great  labour7'. 
It  was  given  out,  that  the  queen  had  retired  in  order  to  kill  herfelf  at 
the  tomb,  in  which  (he  was  to  be  buried  ;  and  foon  after,  the  report 
was  fpread  that  fhe  was  actually  dead. 

■">  Orofius,  lib.  vi.  p.  268.  77  Dio.  Cafi".  lib.  li.  c.  to. 

7S  Plat,  in  Antonio. 
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Antony,  being  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  all  his  hopes,  and  of  his 
efforts,  made  hafte  to  follow  the  fuppofed  example  of  the  queen,  and 
s^ave  his  fword,  for  this   purpofe,  to   Eros,  a  freed  flave,  who   had 
promifed  to  ufe  it  when  required  in  the  laft  action  of  friendfliip  to 
his  mafter  ;    but  Eros,  unable  to  fulfil  his  promife,  inftead  of  killing 
his  mafter,  plunged  the  fword  into  his  own  bofom.     Antony  then 
matching  the  weapon,  wounded  himfelf ;  but   not  expiring  imme- 
diately,   he  was  told,  as   he   lay   bleeding,  that   Cleopatra  was  yet 
alive,  and  fafe  in  the  monument.     Seeming  to  revive  at  thefe  tidings, 
he  gave  directions  that  he  fhould  be  carried  to  her  prefence.     Upon 
his  coming,  (he  appeared  on  the  battlements  ;  but  under  pretence  that 
{he  feared  a  furprife,  refufed  to  have  the  gates  unbarred,  and  made  it 
neceffary  to   have   him  towed   over  the   walls. .    Although   fhe  had 
wifhed  to  difengage  herfelf  from  this  unfortunate  man,  and  had  even 
fubmitted  to  betray  him,  now  when  fhe  faw  him  laid  at  her  feet  ex- 
piring ",  and  covered  with  his  blood,  fhe  beat  her  breaft,  and  tore 
her  hair  in  the  agonies  of  real  fuffering,  mixed  with  the  affectation 
of  pretended  paffion. 

Antony,  having  fomewhat  in  his  mind  which  he  wifhed  to  exprefs, 
called  for  wine,  recovered  ftrength  enough  to  utter  a  few  words,  and 
expired  s° ;  thus  ending  his  life  in  the  fifty-third,  or,  according  to 
others,  in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age  8"  ;  difpofed,  even  in  the 
laft  fcenes  of  it,  to  occupy  the  intervals  of  relaxation  in  riot  and  de- 
bauchery ;  and  verifying,  in  all  the  fteps  of  his  manhood  and  age, 
the  charge  of  extravagance  and  profligacy,  which  marked  his  youth, 
and  his  firft  appearances  in  public  affairs.  He  was  poffeffed  of  talents 
for  the  council  and  the  field,  which  he  never  exerted  for  any  valuable 
purpofe,  or  rather  never  exerted  at  all,  except  when  he  was  preffed  by 
the  moft  urgent  neceflity  of  his  fituation.    Under  this  preffurc,  indeed, 

79  Dio.  CafT.  lib.  li.  c.  10.  80  Zonar.  lib.  x.  c.  30.  8I  Plut.  in  Antonio. 
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he  fometimes  repaired  by  his  induftry  and  vigour  the  breaches  which    CHAP. 

■  .  VII. 

were  made  by  his  diflipation  or  neglect.  In  confequence  of  his  con- 
nection with  Julius  Cadar,  and  of  the  place  he  gained  among  the  mili- 
tary factions,  which  endeavoured  to  engrofs  or  to  divide  his  power, 
he  was  tempted  to  confider  the  Roman  empire  itfelf  as  the  fcene  of 
his  pleafures  ;  and,  in  aiming  at  the  fovereignty  of  the  world,  expe- 
rienced thofe  reverfes  which  fully  difplayed  the  verfatiliry  and  infta- 
bility  of  his  own  character.  But  he  fell,  at  laft,  deferted  by  every 
Roman  citizen  who  had  ever  been  attached  to  his  intereft  ;  betrayed 
by  that  perfon  to  whofe  caprices  chiefly  he  facrificed  his  fortunes,  and 
under  the  fatal  experience,  that  the  utmoft  efforts  of  refolution,  in- 
cited by  the  fenfe  of  extreme  neceflity,  will  not  always  retrieve  the 
errors  of  paft  diflipation  and  folly. 

When  Antony  gave  himfelf  the  wound  of  which  he  died,  one  of 
his  attendants,  extracting  the  dagger  from  his  body,  ran  with  it  to 
Octavius,  who,  feeing  the  weapon  ftained  with  blood,  and  being  fold 
what  had  palled,  perhaps  in  imitation  of  Julius  Csefar,  who  is  faid  to 
have  wept  for  the  death  of  Pompey,  was  obferved  to  fhed  tears  s\ 
Suetonius  reports  that  he  aftewards  defired  to  fee  the  body Si. 

Cleopatra,  as  foon  as  the  fcene  in  the  monument  was  over,  and 
fhe  had  recollected  herfelf,  fent  an  intimation  of  Antony's  death  to 
Cxfar,  and  then  probably  indulged  her  hopes,  that  the  great  obftacle 
to  her  peace  being  removed,  fhe  might  obtain  that  confideration  for 
her  feparate  interefts,  which  Octavius,  by  iniinuations,  or  expreflions 
of  civility,  had  given  her  caufe  to  expect. 

After  the  late    conteft   was,    in   a    great    meafure,   decided,  the 
victor   continued   to   encourage  the  queen  of   Egypt   to    hope    for 
a  feparate  treaty ;  and  amufed  her  with  civilities,  while  he  endea- 
voured to  inform  himfelf  of  her  treafure,  and  to  make  fure  of  her- 
as  a  captive   to    adorn    his   triumph,   a  circumftance  efleemed  of 

CI  Plut.  in  Antonio.  S3  Sueton.  in  O&av.  C.  17. 
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BOOK  the  highefl  importance  at  Rome  ;  but  he  had  avoided  coming  under 
any  engagements  that  fhould  preclude  him  from  the  full  ufe  of  his 
victory.  Upon  receiving  her  meffage,  he  fent  Caius  Proculeius,  a 
Roman  Knight,  and  Epaphroditus,  an  emancipated  flave,  to  foothe 
her  fears,  to  adminifter  comfort,  and,  if  poffible,  without  flipulating 
any  conditions,  to  fecure  her  perfon. 

What  Octavius  chiefly  apprehended  from  the  unfortunate  queen, 
was  fome  violent  attempt  on  her  own  life.  His  emiffaries,  therefore, 
having  fuffered  her,  at  her  own  earneft  requeft,  to  remain  where  fhe 
was  until  the  funeral  of  Antony  fhould  be  over  ;  they  made  a  Ariel; 
fearch,  in  order  to  remove  from  her  hands  every  weapon,  or  fuppofed 
inftrument  of  death  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  doing  her  honour,  placed 
a  guard  on  the  monument.  They  prevailed  upon  her  afterwards  to 
remove  to  the  palace,  where  fhe  was  attended  with  the  ufual  ftate  and 
dignity  of  a  fovereign84.  But  being  ftill  kept  at  a  diftance  from  Cnsfar,, 
and  in  fufpence  with  refpect  to  his  intentions,  fhe  expreffed  great 
anxiety,  and  feemed  to  meditate  fome  defperate  purpofe.  In  order 
to  divert  her  from  any  fatal  refolution,  which  might  deprive  Casfar's 
triumph  of  a  principal  ornament,  fhe  was  told,  that  he  confented  to  fee 
her,  and  was  to  make  her  a  vifit  in  her  own  apartments.  Upon  this 
intimation,,  fhe  ordered  the  chambers  to  be  fitted  up  in  the  moft  ele- 
gant manner,  and  decorated^  in  particular,  with  the  picture  and  buft 
of  Julius  Cxfar.  When  the  expected  vifit  of  Octavius  was  to  be 
paid,  fhe  took  care  to  have  bundles  of  the  late  Caefar's  letters  and  me-* 
morials  before  her.  She  herfelf  was  dreffed  in  mourning,  which  fhe 
knew  was  fuppofed,  at  all  times,  to  become  her,  and  which,  on  this 
occafion,  might  give  an  expreffion  of  tender  melancholy  that  ren- 
dered her  perfon  and  her  ftate  more  affecting.  When  Octavius  pre- 
dated himfelf  fhe  rofe  from  her  couch  ;  but,  as  if  overawed  by  his 

8*  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  li.  c.  ii, 
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prefence,  with  an  air  of  modefty  and  dejection,  fixed  her  eyes  on    CHAP. 

the  ground.     In  accofting  him,  (he  called  him  Matter.     "  To  his  fa- 

"  ther,"  fhe  faid,  "  fhe  owed  all  her  fortunes,  and  now  willingly 

"  resigned  them  to  the  fon.     The  memory  of  the  great  Julius  mould 

"  be  a  fufficient  comfort  in   all   her  afflictions ;    fhe    would    even 

"  confider  him  as  revived  in  the  perfon  of  his  fon.     But  would  to 

"  God,"  fhe  faid,  burfting  into  tears,  "  that  I  had  died  before  him, 

"  fo  fhould  I  have  efcaped  the  evils  which  his  death,  and  the  confe- 

"  quences   of  it  have  brought  upon  me  !"     Octavius   bid   her  be  of 

good  courage  ;  and  affured  her,  that  no  hurt  was  intended  her.     But 

fhe  obferving,  that  he  fpoke  thefe  words  with  coldnefs,  and  turned 

his  eyes  away,  threw  herfelf  upon  the  ground  in  agonies  of  defpair. 

"  I  neither  wifh,"  fhe  faid,  "  nor  can  I  continue  to  live.     I  fhould 

"  have  died  when  Cxfar  fell ;  and   there  is  another  now  who  calls 

"  upon  me  to  follow  him.;  fuffer  me  to  reft  with  him  on  whofe  ac- 

"  count  I  die  85." 

This  interview  concluded  with  a  requeft  on  the  part  of  the  queen, 
that  fhe  might  be  allowed  to  perform  the  obfequies  of  Antony,  to 
which  fhe  proceeded  with  all  the  appearances  of  an  affectionate  wi- 
dow in  the  deepeft  affliction  ;  but  as  there  is  no  doubt,  that  fhe  had 
betrayed  the  perfon  whom  fhe  now  appeared  fo  much  to  lament,  it  is 
probable  that  her  tears,  though  pretended  to  be  fhed  on  account  of 
the  dead,  were,  in  reality,  directed  to  move  and  to  win  his  furviving 
rival.  She  flill  trufted  to  the  effects  of  her  beauty,  and  was,  in  her 
prefent  iituation,  what  fhe  had  been  in  the  mofl  ferious  councils  of  State, 
a  mere  coquette,  who,  being  naturally  difpofed  to  violent  paffion?, 
could  perfoliate  any  character,  or  turn  her  real  paffions  to  account 
in  ferving  any  difguifed  purpofe  of  vanity  or  ambition. 

*s  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xli.  c.  12. 
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B  °v°  k         ^ie    ^*cene    which    Cleopatra    aded    on    the     prefent    occafion, 

«— - % '   in  whatever   degree   fhe   was   poffeffed  by  real   or  affeded   defpair, 

had  no  other  effed  on  Odavius,  than  to  make  him  redouble  his  at- 
tention to  prevent  any  attempt  which  fhe  might  intend  to  make 
againft  her  own  life.  Epaphroditus  had  orders  to  watch  her  with  great 
diligence  ;  a  circumflance  from  which  fhe  had  the  fagacity  to  infer  a 
fixed  determination  to  carry  her  as  a  captive  to  Rome.  She  was 
foon  confirmed  in  her  fufpicions  ;  having  intelligence,  that  Odavius 
himfelf,  being  to  march  by  land,  had  given  orders  that  fhe,  with 
her  children,  fhould  be  fent  into  Italy  by  fea.  Equally  anxious  to 
avoid  being  led  in  triumph,  as  the  victor  was  defirous  to  preferve 
her  for  this  purpofe,  fhe  inftantly  took  meafures  to  end  her  life. 
But  in  order  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  her  keeper,  fhe  affected  to  be 
refigned  to  her  fate,  gave  an  inventary,  and  delivered  up  all  her 
effects,  referving  only  a  few  jewels,  which  fhe  profeffed  an  intention 
to  deliver  with  her  own  hands,  in  prefents,  to  Livia  and  Octavia. 
She  even  affected  to  drefs  in  her  ufual  gay  and  fumptuous  manner  ; 
and  pretending  to  have  fome  bufinefs  of  confequence  to  communicate 
to  Ca?far,  fhe  gave  Epaphroditus  a  letter,  and  charged  him  to  deliver 
it  with  his  own  hands.  It  contained  expreflions  of  exultation  at 
having  obtained  her  end,  and  having  efcaped  from  her  enemies. 

Odavius,  on  feeing  this  letter,  inftantly  gave  orders  to  prevent 
what  he  apprehended  was  her  purpofe  ;  but  the  queen,  at  the  arrival 
of  the  meffenger,  was  already  dead,  and  laid  upon  a  couch  of  ftate. 
One  of  the  women,  who  ufually  attended  her,  was  likewife  dead  ; 
the  other  was  expiring ;  but  while  the  meffenger  of  Odavius  was 
entering  the  chamber,  obferving  that  the  crown  had  fallen  from  her 
miftrefs's  head,  fhe  made  an  effort,  with  what  ftrength  fhe  had  left, 
to  replace  it.  No  mark  of  violence  appeared  on  the  body  of  the 
queen,  except  a  fmall  pundure  in  her  arm  ;  and  fhe  was  therefore 
fuppofed  to  have  died  of  a   venomous  bite,  or  of  a  fcratch  with 

3  a  poifoned 
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a  poifoned  inftrument.     To  render  the  laft  of  thefe  conjectures  the    CHAP. 

more  probable,  it  was  faid,  that  fhe  always  carried  a  pin  in  her  hair,    » s ' 

the  point  of  which  was  tainted  with  poifon.  She  was  now  at  the 
age  of  nine-and-thirty  years,  and  of  thefe  had  lived  fourteen  years 
with  Antony. 

Octavius,  being  difappointed  of  his  defign  to  lead  the  queen  of 
Egypt  as  a  captive  in  his  triumph,  had  her  effigy,  with  an  afpick 
fixed  upon  the  arm,  fabricated  to  fupply  her  place  in  the  proceffion. 
He  no  longer  kept  any  meafures  with  her  family  or  kingdom.  Cae- 
farion  her  Ibn,  fuppofed  by  Julius  Caefar,  and  of  courfe  a  pretended 
heir  to  Caefar' s  fortunes,  had  too  high  pretenfions  to  be  fpared  ;  en- 
deavouring to  make  his  efcape  into  Ethiopia,  he  was  taken  in  his 
flight,  and  killed.  Antyllas,  the  fon  of  Antony  by  Fulvia,  being  of 
an  age  to  receive  impreffions  which  might  render  him  dangerous, 
was  likewife  facrificed  to  the  fafety  of  the  conqueror.  He  had  taken 
refuge  at  the  fhrine  of  Julius  Caefar,  but  was  forced  from  thence, 
and  {lain.  The  other  children,  whether  of  Cleopatra,  or  of  Antony, 
were  fpared,  and  honourably  treated.  Thofe  of  the  latter,  by  Octavia, 
being  near  relations  of  Caefar,  and  afterwards  intermarried  with  the 
reigning  family,  left  a  pofterity  who  fucceeded  to  the  empire  8\ 

Among  the  partizans  of  the  vanquifhed  party  who  were  or- 
dered for  execution,  only  two  or  three  Romans  of  note  are  men- 
tioned :  Canidius,  who  had  commanded  the  land-forces  of  Antony 
at  Aclium,  and  who  Hill  adhered  to  him  in  the  wreck  of  his  fortunes; 
Caffius  Parmenfis,  a  man  of  letters  and  a  poet,  who  had  been  attached 
to  Brutus  and  Caffius,  but,  having  employed  his  wit  againft  O&avius, 
wae  received  by  Antony,  and  lived  with  him  in  great  intimacy  ;  and 
Ovinius,  who,  having  been  a  Roman  Senator,  is  laid  to  have  de- 
graded himfelf  by  taking  charge  of  the  manufactures  which  were  car- 
ried on  in  the  palace  of  the  queen  of  Egypt. 

*5  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  17.     Dio.  Call",  lib.  li.  c.  19.     Plut.  in  Antonio, 
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In  limiting  the  feverity  of  his  executions  to  thefe  examples,  Octa- 
vius  appeared  greatly  to  reftrain  the  cruelty  which  he  had  formerly 
exercifed  againft  his  enemies ;  he,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  proofs  of  his 
munificence,  by  releafing  all  thofe  who  were  in  cuftody  at  Alexandria 
whether  as  prifoners  of  Hate,  as  captives,  or  hoftages  from  foreign 


nations  ". 
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ALTHOUGH,  in  compiling  this  Hiftory,  it  has  been  intended    c  H  A  F; 
to  avoid  expreflions  of  mere  praife  and  blame,  other  than  are 
contained  in  the  detail  of  facts  and  fpecification  of  characters ;  and 
to   ftate,   in  every  inftance,  the  tranfa&ion  itfelf,    rather  than  the 

judgment 
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BOOK    judgment  of  the  writer ;  yet  it  is  hoped  that  where  queftions  of  merit 
v_,-v—  ,j    or  demerit  are  in  any  confiderable  degree  problematical,  and  where 
readers  are  likely  to  take  oppofite  fides,  he  too  may  be  indulged  in 
fome  general  difcuflion. 

We  may  fuppoie  the  Roman  republic  to  have  been  haftening  to  its 

U.  C.  620.     ruin  from  the  fedition  of  Tiberius  Gracchus,  to  the  times  on  which 

U.  C.  723.      we  are  now  entered.     A  great  revolution   has  been  fo  long  in   de- 

pendance,    and    more    blood   has  been  fhed   in  an  age    of  boafted 

learning  and  politenefs,  than  perhaps  has  been  known  to  flow  in  any 

equal  period  of  the  moll  barbarous  times. 

In  judging  of  thofe  who  were  concerned. in  this  tranfa&ion,  we 
may  form  our  opinions  now  upon  fpeculative  confiderations,  as  they 
themfelves  joined  their  party  from  motives  of  intereft,  ambition,  or 
public  virtue.     Although  it  be  allowed  that,  in  point  of  juftice,  we. 
muft   give  a  preference  to  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  preferve  the 
conflitution  of  their  country,  and  who  acted  merely   in  defence  of 
themfelves  and  their  fellow-citizens ;  yet  in  this  inftance  it  will  be 
alleged,   that  the  event  has  had  the  effecl:  of  an  experiment,  to  mow 
that  what  they  ftrove  to  perform  was  impracticable,  and  that  not- 
withftanding  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
were  fuch  as  to  have  rendered  their  fuccefs  not  only  defperate,  but  in 
a  great  meaiure  inexpedient.     They  were  born  to  a  republic,   it  is 
true  ;  but  the  people  who  were  deftined  to  govern  in  that  republic 
could  no  longer  be  fafely  intruded  with  government ;  and  to  contend 
for  fuch  a  truft  in  behalf  of  men  who  were  unworthy  of  it,  was  a 
dangerous  error,  for  which  the  beft  intentions  could  not  atone.    Even 
the  Roman  Senate  itielf  could  not  fupply  all  the  exigencies  of  go- 
vernment over  a  dominion  of  fuch  extent,  and  containing  fo  many 
fources  of  corruption.      Its   own    members  were  degenerated,    and 
fallen  from  the  virtue  of  their  anceftors.     They  were  trained  up  in  a 
luxury  at  home,  which  was  to  be  fupplied  by  the  moft  cruel  rapacity 

abroad, 
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abroad  in  the  provinces.  Such  an  empire  could  be  preferyed  only  CHAP, 
by  the  force  and  prompt  executions  of  defpotifm.  The  change  there- 
fore from  republic  to  monarchy,  it  may  be  alleged,  was  feafon- 
able ;  and  Cato,  with  Cicero,  Brutus,  and  all  the  other  partizans  of 
the  commonwealth,  actuated  by  a  miftaken,  though  commendable 
zeal  for  liberty,  would  have  fupported  their  fellow-citizens  in  their 
pretentions  to  government  after  they  were  unworthy  of  it ;  in 
this  attempt  fell  a  necelfary  facrifice  to  their  own  error  ;  and  in  their 
ruin  made  way  for  an  eftablifhment  better  fitted  for  the  condition  of 
the  age,  and  to  the  character  of  the  people,  than  that  for  which  they 
contended  and  bled. 

In  this  manner  of  ftating  the  fubject,  we  lay  the  talk  of  vindicating 
their  own  conduct  on  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  preferve,  not  upon 
thofe  who  deftroyed,  the  republic.  But  in  judging  of  the  merits  of 
men  in  fo  diftant  a  fcene,  we  muft  not  proceed  on  conceptions  drawn 
from  the  experience  of  fubfequent  ages,  on  our  own  predilection  for 
monarchy  in  general,  or  even  on  our  judgment  of  its  expedience  in 
that  particular  cafe ;  we  muft  fuppofe  ourfelves  in  the  lituation  of 
thofe  who  acted,  and  who,  in  the  refult  of  this  conteft,  from  the 
condition  of  equals,  were  to  become  mafter  and  fervant,  or  lord 
and  vaflal.  One  party  ftrove  that  they  fhould  be  mafters,  the  other 
that  they  themfelves  fhould  not  be  flaves.  The  latter  contended  for 
the  rights,  which,  together  with  their  fellow-cirizens,  they  had  in- 
herited, as  Romans ;  they  endeavoured  to  preferve  the  manners,  as 
well  as  the  inftitutions,  of  their  country,  againft  the  deftroyers  of 
both.  The  other  party,  at  firft,  under  pretence  of  zeal  for  higher 
meafures  of  popular  government  than  thofe  they  enjoyed,  endea- 
voured to  corrupt  the  people  whom  they  meant  to  enflave  ;  and 
having,  upon  plaufible  pretences,  got  poffeflion  of  the  fword,  they 
turned  it  againft  the  eftablifhed  government  of  their  country.  Nei- 
ther of  thofe  parties,  probably,  ftated  the  fpeculative  queftion  which 

Vol,  III.  T  t  we 
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B  O  O  K    we  may  now  be  inclined  to  difcufs,  whether  republic  or  monarchy 
was  beft  accommodated  to  the  Roman  State  in  the  height  of  its  do-  < 
minion,  and  in  the  full  tide  of  luxury  ? 

The  wife,  the  courageous,  and  the  jufl  alone  are  intitled  to  power; 
the  innocent  alone  are  intitled  to  freedom.  But  they  who  are  not 
confcious  of  having  forfeited  their  right  to  either,  are  undoubtedly 
justifiable  in  perfifting  to  maintain  it.  The  virtuous  who  refign  their 
freedom,  at  the  fame  time  refign  their  virtue,  or  at  leaft  yield  up 
that  condition  which  is  required  to  preferve  it.  Citizens  who  were 
born  to  inherit  this  condition,  and  who  had  the  courage  to  harbour 
and  to  cherifh  that  elevation  of  mind  which  belongs  to  it,  were  in- 
titled  to  maintain  for  themfelves  the  poll:  of  honour  to  the  laft,  and 
muft  for  ever  receive  from  thofe  who  refpect  integrity  and  magna- 
nimity the  tribute  of  efteem,  even  of  tendernefs,  which  is  due  to 
their  memory. 

If  ever  there  was  a  body  of  men  fit  to  govern  the  world,  it  was  the 
Roman  Senate,  compofed  of  citizens  who  had  pafied  through  the 
higher  offices  of  State,  who  had  ftudied  the  affairs  of  their  country 
in  the  execution  of  its  councils,  and  in  the  command  of  its  armies  ; 
and  it  will  for  ever  be  remembered,  in  behalf  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
preferve  its  authority,  that  if  their  removal  from  the  fcene  on  which 
they  acted  was  expedient  or  feafonable,  it  was  fo  becaufe  that  fcene 
was  become  unworthy  of  their  prefence. 

Some  of  the  characters,  indeed,  that  appeared  in  this  caufe,  may 
require  a  feparate  treatment.  In  that  of  Cato,  virtue  was  the  refult 
of  a  decifive  and  comprehenfive  reflection.  To  him  rectitude  of 
conduct  was  in  itfeif,  without  regard  to  confequences,  the  fupreme 
object  of  defire  and  purfuit.  His  penetration,  as  well  as  courage, 
in  the  early  endeavours  he  made,  and  in  the  manly  fteadinefs  with 
which  he  pernfted  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  Cs:far  and  Pompey,  while 
others  wavered,  and  either  did  not  perceive  their  intention,  or  tamely 

I  fubmitted 
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fubmitted  to  them,  gave  him  a  ftriking  fuperiority  over  his  contcmpo-    CHAP. 

raries  '.     He  is  reprefented  by  Cicero,  in  fome  inftances,   as  retaining    > , < 

his  inflexibility,  when  fome  degree  of  compliance  was  more  likely  to 
preferve  the  republic.  The  fame  cenfure  has  been  repeated  by  others; 
but  Cato  was  prefent  to  the  fcene,  bad  no  by-views  to  miflead  him, 
and  there  is  not  any  reafon  to  prefer  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  cenfure 
him  to  his  own.  Cicero  temporifed,  made  the  experiment  of  what 
compliance  on  fome  occafions  could  effect,  and  even  flattered  himfelf 
that  he  had  gained  the  affections  of  Crefar  and  Pompey  to  the  republic, 
by  giving  way  to  the  arts  which' 'they  employed  to  deftroy  it. 

The  fellow-fufferers  of  Cato,  in  the  fame  caufe  of  the  republic, 
were  perfons  of  a  different  character  from  himfelf.  To  him 
virtue  was  the  end,  to  them  it  was  the  means  which  they  employed 
for  the  attainment  of  their  end,  and  they  meafured  advantages  by 
the  fuccefs  of  their  purfuits.  Caco  poffeffed  independence  in  the 
courage  and  refolution  of  his  own  mind ;  they  fought  for  it  in  the 
inftitutions  of  their  country;  they  wifhed  to  preferve  their  own 
rights,  and  would  yield  them  to  no  individual  or  fet  of  men  what- 
ever. This  character  is  indeed  in  a  high  degree  meritorious  ;  no 
more  is  required  to  form  an  excellent  citizen,  and  no  more  was  re- 
quired but  the  prevalence  or  frequency  of  fuch  a  character  at  Rome 
to  have  preferved,  and  even  to  have  reformed,  that  fickly  and  perifh- 
ing  conftitution  of  government* 

The  natural  antidote  of  vice  is  reftraint  and  correction  ;  but  in 
great  diforders,  and  where  the  fyftem  itfelf  is  corrupted,  what  is 

'  The  imprefiion   of  Cato's   charter  re-  Virgil   and  Horace,   though  courtiers,   could 

maiuel   fo  d;ep   with   pofterity,    as   well  as  not    be    retrained    on    this    (u'bje£t.       Vid. 

with  the  immediate  wit  effes  of  his  conduft,  Eneid.  lib.    iii.  ver.  670.    Hor.  lib.  i.  od.  12. 

that   no  authority  on  the  part  of  thofe   who  He  was  re  ered,   ithas  been  faid,  rather  as  a 

'.timed  to   traduce    him   had  any  eftecl.     It  good  than  as  a  great  man  ;  but  mankind  do 

i>.  remarkable,   that  even  the  authority  of  the  not  revere  without  an  opinion  ofgieat  ability, 

Csefars   did  not  filence   thofe   who  in  other  as  well  as  benevolent  intention.     Vid.  Lord 

inftances  fubmitted  to  flatter  them,   nor  pre-  riclingbroke's  Patriot  King. 
Tent  their  joining   in   the   praifes  of  Cato. 

T  t  2  applied 
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BOOK  applied  for  a  remedy  is  fomerimes  an  evil,  as  well  as  the  difeafe. 
They  who  perufe  the  hiftory  of  Rome,  under  the  continued  effects 
of  a  revolution,  which  is  now  accomplifhed  or  fall  approaching,  will 
find  no  caufe  to  congratulate  the  world,  on  its  having  efcaped  from  the 
factions  of  Clodius  and  Milo,  to  incur  the  evils  that  arofe  under 
Caius  and  Nero. 

The  impoflibility  of  preferring  the  republic,  or  its  unfitnefs  to  re- 
main at  the  head  of  fo  great  an  empire,  is  no  doubt  the  moft  plaufible 
excufe  which  is  made  for  its  fubyerfion ;  but  this  apology  neither 
Csefar  nor  Pompey  was  intitled  to  make  for  himfelf.  Crefar  affected 
a  zeal  for  popular  government,  and  Pompey  ftrove  to  inflame  all  its 
evils,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  neceffary  to  the  ariftocracy.  Csefar 
fomented  political  troubles,  jn  order  to  weaken  the  hands  of  the 
Senate,  or  in  order  to  find  a  pretence  to  make  war  upon  them ;  and 
at  laft,  under  the  fhew  of  releafing  the  people  from  the  tyranny  of 
that  body,  drew  that  fword  with  which  he  accomplifhed  the  ruin  of 
of  both. 

The  Senate  indeed  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter ;  that  of 
protecting  the  provinces  from  oppreffion,  in  which  many  of  their 
own  members  were  concerned  ;  that  of  reftraining  the  tumults  and 
diforders  of  a  licentious  people,  led  by  different  factions,  defirous  of 
change,  or  impatient  of  government ;  and  that  of  conducting  a  pre- 
tended popular  affembly,  in  whom  the  legiflation  and  fovereignty  of 
the  empire  was  nominally  veiled*  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  judge 
how  far  fo  able  a  council,  while  they  themfelves  remained  in  any 
degree  uncorrupted,  might  not  have  found  antidotes,  or  at  leaft  tem- 
porary expedients,  to  refift  every  other  evil,  if  they  had  not  been  fo 
ably  attacked  as  they  were  by  the  firft  Ca?far  and  Pompey,  who 
joined  interefts  together,  to  break  down  the  defences  of  a  fortrefs, 
which  they  afterwards  feverally  intended  to  occupy. 

The 


J 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  32.5, 

The  ordinary  train  of  affairs  at  Rome  ;  the  fubftitution  of  tumults    CHAP, 
for   regular   aflemblies  of  the   People;  the  practice  of  committing    v— , 
the   provinces,  with  fo  many  refources,  and  the  command  of 'fuch 
armies,  with  fo  little  controul,   to  the   difcretion  of  ambitious   citi- 
zens ;  the  dangerous  powers  which  accompanied  the  higher  offices 
of  State,  without  any  check  upon  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  abufe 
thofe  powers,  the  eaiy  recourfe   which  perfons   of  dangerous  pre- 
tenfions,  when  rejected  by  the  Senate,  had  to  popular  riots,  under  the 
denomination  of  Comitia,  or  Aflemblies   of  the  People,   made   the- 
deftru&ion  of  the  commonwealth  in  fome  meafure  neceflary. 

With  fuch  citizens  as  the  Gracchi,  as  Apuleius,  as  Marius  and 
Cinna,  Clodius  and  Milo,  it  was  difficult  to  preferve  a  republic ; 
but  with  fuch  citizens  as  Caefar  and  Pompey,  it  was  altogether 
impoffible  ;  or  rather  the  republic  may  be  confidered  as  at  an  end 
from  the  time  it  was  in  their  power  to  difpofe  of  it. 

The  firft  clafs  of  thefe  adventurers  were  milled  by  their  paffions, 
or  fell  into  the  vices  of  their  fituation.  They  endeavoured  to  rule 
by  popular  tumults  or  military  force,  and  when  they  could  not  per- 
vert the  ordinary  forms  of  the  State  to  their  purpofe,  employed  vio- 
lence to  fet  them  afide  ;  but  even  in  this,  by  their  mutual  oppofition,. 
they  preferved  a  kind  of  balance,  in  which  the  freedom  of  the  com- 
monwealth feemed  to  remain. 

Pompey  and  Caefar  promoted  fyftematically  all  the  evils  to  which 
their  country  was  expofed.  They  had  recourfe  to  the  populace  for 
grants  which  the  Senate  refufed ;  they  prolonged  the  term  of  pro- 
vincial appointments,  which  were  fufficiently  dangerous,  however 
fhort ;  they  united  together  powers  that  were  fufficiently  dangerous 
when  feparate  ;  united  the  command  of  armies  in  the  provinces  with 
the  authority  of  office  at  Rome  ;  and,  inftead  of  fufpending  the  fate 
of  the  commonwealth  by  their  mutual  obftructions  to  each  other, , 
haftened  its  ruin  by  concerting  together  their  meafures  againft  it ;. 

leaving 
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leaving  the  decifion  of  their  refpective  claim?,  till  after  they  had  ren- 
d  the  republic  a  neceffary  prey  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

Pompey  for  fome  time  thought  himfelf  in  actual  poffeffion  of  the. 
monarchy ;  Ca?far,  in  the  mean  time,  provided  the  moft  effectual 
means  to  ravifh  it  from  him.  To  ftate  the  difficulty  of  preferving 
the  republic  in  fuch  hands,  as  an  excufe  fcr  their  having  deftroyed  it, 
were  to  offer  the  character  of  criminals  as  an  excufe  for  their 
crimes.  When  the  highwaymen  are  abroad,  the  traveller  muft  be 
robbed  ;  but  this  is  not  an  excufe  for  the  crime.  Cy;far  and  Pompey 
are  blamed,  not  becaufe  the  republic  had  an  end,  but  becaufe  they 
thcmfelves  were  the  evils  by  which  it  perifhed. 

The  neceffity  of  fubmitting,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  fingle  men,  had  been  repeatedly  experienced  by  the  Ro- 
mans, and  was  fo  in  the  higheft  degree  at  the  times  to  which  thefe 
obfervations  refer ;  but  this  will  not  juftify  the  pretenfions  of  every 
profligate  perfon  who  may  affect  to  place  himfelf  in  the  ftation  of 
fovereign.  If  upon  this  ground  Cato  and  Brutus  were  to  be  blamed 
for  refilling  the  power  of  Csefar;  the  laft,  in  his  turn,  muft  be  blamed 
for  refilling  the  jpower  of  Pompey  and  other  citizens,  in  their  re- 
fpective ages,  for  rejecting  the  advances  which  were  made  by  Marius, 
Cinna,  Catiline,  and  other  profligate  adventurers,  who  attempted  to 
place  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  empire. 

Of  the  two  Csefars,  the  firft  poffeffed  the  talent  of  influencing,  of 
gaining,  and  employing  men  to  his  purpofe,  beyond  any  other  per- 
fon that  is  known  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world ;  but  it  is  furely 
not  for  the  good  of  mankind  that  he  mould  be  admired  in  other 
refpects.  To  admire  even  his  clemency,  is  to  miftake  policy  and 
cunning  for  humanity.  The  fecond  Csfar,  in  the  part  which  he 
acted  againft  the  republic,  is  in  many  refpects  more  excufable  than 
the  firft.     He  entered  the  fcene  when  the  piece  was  much  farther 

advanced, 
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advanced,  when  his  countrymen  had  fubmitfed  to  monarchy,   under    chap. 

the  title  of  a  perpetual  Diclatorfhip,  and  when  he  himfelf  was  con-    • ^ > 

fidered  as  the  heir  of  a  perfon  who  had  pofTeffed  this  pre-eminence. 
He  was  therefore  at  leaft  nearer  to  the  condition  of  a  hereditary 
prince,  who  may  be  allowed  to  confider  fovereignty  as  his  birth- 
right, and  who,  however  he  may  be  difpofed  to  promote  the  good 
of  mankind,  has  a  right  to  maintain  his  own  ftation,  and  may  be 
fuppofed  to  acquit  himfelf  fufficiently  of  his  duty,  by  making  a 
proper  ufe  of  his  power,  without  being  under  any  obligation  to  re- 
iign  it,  or  to  admit  of  improper  encroachments  upon  the  create  to 
which  he  is  born. 

The  firft  Ca^far  ftrove  againft  thole  who  endeavoured  to  preferve 
their  own  rights  and  thofe  of  their  country ;  the  fecond,  although 
he  fucceeded  to  the  fame  quarrel,  and  actually  paid  no  refpect  to  the 
republic,  more  than  Was  necefiary  to  cover  his  defign  againft  it,  yet 
appears,  more  than  the  firft,  in  the  light  of  a  perfon  who  ftrove 
only  with  the  rivals  of  his  own  ambition,  and  with  his  competitors 
for  the  fucceflion  of  his  uncle  and  adoptive  father,  who,  having 
declared  him  the  heir  of  his  fortune,  gave  him  a  pretence  to  fup— 
port  the  pre-eminence  he  himfelf  had  gained. 

This  apology,  neverthelefs,  though  more  powerful  in  its  appli- 
cation to  the  cafe  of  the  fecond  Cxfar  than  to  that  of  the  firft,  is  very 
imperfect  in  its  application  to  either.  If  Octavius  had  been  educated 
under  any  impreftions  of  hereditary  right  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Roman  republic,  the  fate  of  the  perfon  from  whom  he  derived  his 
iuppofed  right,  and  the  fubfequent,  though  temporary,  re-eftabliih- 
ment  of  the  commonwealth,  which  he  witneffed,  and  which  he  pre- 
tended to  approve,  were  fufficient  to  have  undeceived  him,  and  to 
have  taught  him  the  part  which  he  had  to  ad  asa  Roman  citizen, 
and  the  modefty  with  which  he  ought  to  have  waited  for  the  legal 
age  and  the  conftitutional  election,  in  order  to  obtain  thofe  offices  of 

State 
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B  o  O  K  State  to  which,  in  common  with  the  other  citizens  of  Rome,  his  con- 
w— „ 1    dition  no  doubt  highly  intitled  him. 

Octavius,  however,  is  not  perhaps  to  be  tried  fo  much  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  Roman  citizen  born  to  the  republic,  as  in  that  of  leader 
of  a  party,  born  at  a  time  when  the  competition  for  fuperiority  was 
general,  and  when  fovereignty  or  death  were  the  alternatives  to  be 
chofen  by  perfons  of  fuch  rank  and  pretenfions  as  his  own.  In  this 
capacity  he  effected  what  his  grand-uncle  and  adoptive  father  had 
taught  him  to  aim  at ;  the  fuppreffion  of  civil  government,  and  the 
removal  of  all  his  own  competitors  for  power. 

As  Pompey,  with  Cato  and  the  principal  fupporters  of  the  Senate, 
had  funk  under  the  firft  Caefar  ;  fo  Brutus,  Caftius,  and  the  other 
reftorers  of  the  commonwealth,  with  the  laft  of  the  family  of  Pom- 
pey, funk  under  Octavius,  Antony,  and  Lepidus  ;  and  the  two  laft, 
in  their  turn,  having  funk  under  Octavius,  this  fuccefsful  adven- 
turer now  remains  fole  commander  of  all  the  armies  of  the  republic, 
and  fole  mafter  of  all  its  provinces,  from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates 
to  the  fea  of  Britain.  And  the  conteft  for  this  mighty  fovereignty 
being  now  at  leaft  decided,  it  remains  that  we  obferve  what  new 
form  the  world  is  to  receive  under  the  dominion  of  its  mafter,  or 
what  mighty  harveft  is  to  be  reaped  by  him  who  is  in  polTeffion 
of  the  field,  and  who  is  now  enabled  to  gather  what  fo  many  heroes 
had  fown  or  planted,  and  what  fo  many  pretenders  to  the  fame  ob- 
ject would  have  ravifhed  or  torn  from  each  other. 

This  able  adventurer  having,  in  other  fituations,  conducted  his 
affairs  with  fo  much  difcretion,  as  well  as  enterprife,  continued  in 
his  prefent  elevation  to  exercife  the  fame  profitable  virtues.  In  the 
feverities  which  he  had  formerly  practifed  againft  thofe  who  oppofed 
■him,  there  was  fufficient  evidence  of  a  cruel  and  fanguinary  nature  *, 

a  See  theHiftory  of  the  Profcription,  and  his  attendance  at  the  facrifices  or  executions 
done  at  Perufia.     Sueton.  in  Oftav,  c.  15. 

6  .  and 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  329 

and  it  were  monftrous  to  fuppofe  that  the  murders  which  were  CHAP, 
perpetrated  by  his  order,  or  with  his  confent,  could  be  j  unified  by 
the  neceffity  of  affairs  in  which  his  engaging  at  ail  was  criminal. 
But  as  the  horror  of  Sylla's  cruelties,  ftill  remaining  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  was  a  great  bar  to  the  fuccefs  of  any  fimilar  usurp- 
ation, and  fuggefted  to  Julius  Caefar,  in  the  beginning  of  his  career, 
an  oppofite  courfe  of  clemency  and  mercy ;  fo  the  fate  of  this  lad 
adventurer,  who,  after  having  fhown  mercy  to  many  of  his  oppo- 
nents, fell  at  laft  by  the  handsof  thofe  hehad  fpared,  probably  fuggefted 
to  the  Triumvirate  the  neceffity  of  fecuring  themfelves  before  they 
affected  the  reputation  of  mercy,  and,  as  we  fhall  fee,  fuggefted  to 
this  heir  of  Casfar  the  caution  not  to  affront,  fo  directly  as  the  other 
had  done,  that  republican  fpirit,  whofe  effects  he  had  occafion  to 
dread. 

Octavius,  though  inferior  to  his  uncle  in  the  capacity  of  a  foldien 
being  equally  mafter  of  every  neceffary  artifice,  had  recourfe  to  the 
ufe  of  clemency  when  it  fuited  the  ftate  of  his  affairs.  His  fteps 
became  gradually  lefs  bloody,  from  the  firft  fatal  profcription  to  the 
laft  victory  which  he  obtained  over  Antony;  and  in  this  he  reverfed 
the  order  that  was  obferved  by  the  firft  Casfar,  beginning  to  affect 
moderation  in  a  period  of  the  war,  correfponding  to  that  in  which  the 
military  executions  of  the  other  were  obferved  to  have  become  more 
decifive  and  bloody. 

In  the  whole  management  of  the  conteft  with  Antony,  Octavius 
had  conducted  himfelf  with  a  fingular  addrefs.  Stating  himfelf  as 
a  Roman  Conful  merely,  he  difcontinued  the  power  of  Triumvir  in 
his  own  perfon,  in  order  to  ftrip  his  antagonift  likewife  of  that  cha- 
racter. To  avoid  appearances  which  might  divide  any  part  of  the 
Roman  People  againft  him,  he  overlooked  Antony  entirely  in  the 
pretended  quarrel  with  the  queen  of  Egypt,  or  he  affected  to  confider 
him  as  a  perfon  under  fome  fatal  delufion,  and  in  hazard  of  becoming 

Vol.  III.  U  u  ,  a  traitor 
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BOOK     a  traitor,  to  his  own.  country,  from  his  attachment  to  a  ftranger  and 

•„ — v 1    an  artful  woman.     The  war  was  declared  againft  the  queen  of  Egypt 

alone,  and,  like  any  other  foreign  war,  was  undertaken  by  O&avius 
in  the  capacity  of  Roman  Conful,  and  with  an  observance  of  all 
the  ufual  forms  of  the  commonwealth. 

Octavius  was  remarkable  for  employing  dilguifes,  which,  though 
too  thin  to  conceal  the  truth,  furnifhed  his  own  party,  at  leaft,  with 
a  pretence  for  fupporting  him,  and  confiderably  helped  him  forwards 
in  the  execution  of  all  his  defigns.  Affecting  to  be  no  more  than 
Conful,  or  ordinary  magiftrate,  he  exercifed  the  power  of  a  mafter, 
or  military  ufurper,  in  the  weftern  provinces  ;  and  haftened,  by  the 
reduction  of  Egypt,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  his  rivals  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  that  kingdom,  to  make  himfelf  equally  fovereign  in  the 
Eaft.  In  the  abfence  of  this  Conful  the  affairs  of  State  in  the  capital 
were  not  permitted,  as  ufual,  to  devolve  on  his  nominal  colleague, 
nor,  in  the  abfence  of  both  Confuls,  to  devolve  on  the  officer  that  was 
next  in  rank ;  but  were  in  the  hands  of  Maecenas,  a  perfon  known 
for  the  minifter  or  confident  of  Octavius,  without  any  other  rank  or 
title  of  office  in  the  commonwealth.  Thefe  circumftances  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  difcredit  the  profeffions  which  he  continued  to  make  of  his 
zeal  for  the  conflitution  of  the  republic ;  but  when  it  is  convenient 
for  parties  to  be  deceived,  they  fhut  their  eyes  upon  every  circum- 
ftance  which  tends  to  expofe  the  deception. 

It  was  not  indeed  neceffary  at  prefent  that  the  People  fhould  be 
impofed  upon,  in  order  to  enable  the  head  of  the  army  to  reign  with 
an  abfolute  fway  in  Italy  and  over  all  the  weftern  provinces.  As  the 
troops  who  were  a&ually  under  arms  looked  forward  to  their  general 
for  future  provifions  and  fettlements,  fo  the  veterans,  then  eftablifhed 
in  the  country,  looked  up  to  him  as  the  guardian  of  their  property, 
and  confidered  his  power  as  the  principal  fecurity  of  what  they  pof- 
feffed.     If  it  were  neceffary,  in  this  cafe,  to  preferve  the  appearances 

of 


OF    THE    ROMAN   REPUBLIC.  33, 

of  civil  government,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  9.  H  A  P. 
it  was  equally  neceflary  to  preferve  the  reality  of  abfolutc  power,  in 
order  to  gratify  the  army,  and  in  order  to  continue  to  the  veterans 
the  principal  fecurity  by  which  they  held  their  lands.  And  this  wary 
politician  accommodated  himfeif,  with  uncommon  difcernment,  to 
the  feelings  or  prejudices  of  both. 

The   fuperior  addrefs  of  Octavius,  in  the   conteft  with  Antony, 
gave  continual  prefages  of  victory  on  his  fide ;  and  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  to  its  final  deciiion  at  Actium,  and  to  the  laft  clofe 
of   the   fcene  in  Egypt,    partizans    were    continually  pafung    from 
the  lofing  to    the   winning  fide.      Upon    the   reduction  of  Egypt 
the  victor,  though  pretending  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  Roman  Con- 
ful,  did  not,  as  in  former  times,  refer  to  the  Senate  the  arrangements 
to  be  made  in  his  conquer!  ;  nor  did  he  wait  the  formality  of  a  com- 
miffion  from  Rome  to  authorifing  him   to  fettle  the  province.     He 
named  a  governor,  and  gave  orders  for  the  repair  of  all  the  public 
works,  which,  on  account  of  their  effect  in  diftributing  the  inundations 
of  the  Nile,  made,  in  that  kingdom,   a  great  and  important  object  of 
State,  and  by  their  being  neglected  in  the  late  troubles,  had  occa- 
fioned  much  diflrefs. 

The  kingdom  of  Egypt  was  a  principal  granary  for  the  fupply  of 
Italy,  and  it  is  probable  that  its  confequence  had  been  feverely  felt 
in  the  late  interruption  of  its  exports.  Octavius  therefore  took 
meafures  to  fecure  his  pofleflion  of  a  country,  by  which  he  ob- 
ferved  that  the  ftate  of  Italy  and  the  capital  of  the  empire  might  be 
greatly  affected.  He  deprived  the  Egyptians  of  all  the  forms  of 
their  monarchy  ;  and,  in  order  to  efface  the  memory  of  their  national 
independence,  and  to  difcontinue  pretentions  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria  ufed  to  fupport  by  tumults  and  revolts,  he  abolilhed  all 
their  public  affemblies  and  national  councils.  He  forbade  the  refort 
©f  Egyptian  nobles  to  Rome,    and  of  Roman  Senators   to  Egypt. 

U  u  2  As 
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As  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  that  there  might  ftill  exift,  under 
the  ruins  of  this  late  opulent  monarchy,  or  under  the  remains  of  An- 
tony's party  there,  fome  fparks  of  fire  which  the  ambition  or  intrigues 
of  any  confiderable  partizan  might  kindle  into  a  flame,  he  chofe  for 
governor  Cornelius  Gallus,  a  perfon  of  equeftrian  rank  and  moderate 
pretenfions,  not  likely  to  harbour  ambitious  defigns ;  and  made  it  a 
rule  to  have  fnniiar  qualifications  in  future  governors,  and  to  per- 
petuate the  other  parts  of  an  eftablifhment  which  he  now  made,  for 
the  prefervation  of  fo  important  a  territory,  and  the  government  of 
fo  factious  a  people. 

While  Octavius  made  thefe  arrangements  in  Egypt,  he  fecured  a 
great  treafure,  of  which  a  confiderable  part  was  found  in  the  coffers 
of  the  late  queen,  and  part  arofe  from  the  contributions  which  he 
himfelf  impofed  on  the  city  of  Alexandria  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  And  being,  from  thefe  funds,  prepared  to  acquit  himfelf 
of  the  pecuniary  engagements  he  had  come  under  to  the  army, 
and  enabled  to  make  donations  to  the  populace  of  Rome,  whofe 
favour  was  neceffary  for  him  in  the  further  profecution  of  his  de- 
figns, he  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Italy ;  but  having  ftopt  in* 
the  ifland  of  Samos,  while  the  army  in  feparate  divifions  was 
moving  to  the  weftward,  he  paffed  the  winter  at  this  place,  defer- 
ring his  arrival  at  Rome  until  the  troops  mould  be  affembled,  and 
every  other  circumftance  prepared  for  the  triumphal  entries  he  meant 
to  make  into  the  capital. 

During  his  ftay  in  Samos,  the  neighbouring  towns  and  provinces 
vied  with  each  other  in  demonftrations  of  fubmiflion  to  his  perfon,. 
and  of  zeal  for  his  caufe.  The  inhabitants  of  Pergamus  and  Nico- 
media  made  offer  of  divine  honours  to  himfelf,  and  petitioned  for 
leave  to  erect  a  temple  for  the  purpole  of  performing  thefe  honours. 
Thofe  of  Ephefus  and  Nicea,  as  being  more  modeft  or  more  delicate 
in  their  flattery,  directed  this  compliment  to  his  adoptive  father,  the 
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late  Ca^far,  to  whom,  together  with  Roma,  confidered  as  joint  deities, 
they  propofed  to  erect  a  fhrine  and  a  temple. 

In  Italy,  at  the  fame  time,  fimilar  or  more  important  tributes  of 
adulation  and  fervility  were  paid  to  the  victor.  At  Rome,  all  the 
honours  with  which  the  republic  had  been  accuftomed  to  reward  the 
eminent  fervice  of  her  citizens,  had  been  for  fome  time  lavimed  on 
thofe  who  were  mod  fuccefsful  in  fubverting  her  government;  and 
thefe  honours  were  now  heaped  on  Octavius  with  a  profufion  pro- 
portioned to  the  afcendant  he  had  gained  by  the  fupprefhon  of  all 
his  competitors.  The  ftatues  which  had  been  erected  to  his  rival 
Mark  Antony  were  broken  down,  and  the  name  of  Marcus  for  ever 
forbid  in  that  family  :  as  if  the  extinction  of  this  rival  were  an 
end  of  every  war,  notwithftanding  that  many  hoflile  nations  were 
yet  in  arms  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  the  gates  of  Janus  were 
oftentatioufly  fhut,  and  Octavius  declared  to  be  the  reftorer  of  peace 
to  the  world.  A  triumphal  arch  was  erected  at  Brundifium,  on  the 
fpot  where  it  was  fuppofed  he  was  to  fet  his  foot  on  fhore.  The 
anniverfaries  of  his  birth  and  of  his  victories  were  to  be  celebrated 
for  ever  as  days  of  thankfgiving,  and  his  name  was  to  be  inferted  in 
the  hymns  or  public  prayers  which  were  ftatedly  fung,  or  offered  up 
for  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  while  Octavius  was  ftill  at  Samos,  he  U.  C.  724.- 
being  admitted  a  fifth  time  into  the  office  of  Conful,  the  Senate  and   cw^s'ext?  " 
People  took  an  oath  of  allegiance,  or,  in  words  more  nearly  corre-   Xai  juHi CX 
fponding  to  the  terms  of  their  language,  took  an  oath  to  obferve  his  Polit-  Valei'- 

r  °  .  .  Mefiala. 

acts  and  decrees.  They  declared  him  Tribune  of  the  People  for  an 
unlimited  time,  and  extended  the  powers  of  this  office  beyond  the 
uftial  bounds  of  the  city.  They  ordained,  that  from  thenceforward  the 
appeals  ufually  made  to  the  People  mould  be  made  to  Coefar  alone, 
and  that  in  criminal  judgments,  what  was  called  the  vote  of  Minerva, 
an  act  of  grace  provided  for  the  pardon  of  criminals  when  con- 
demned 
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BOOK     demned  only  by  a  fmgle  vote  of  majority,  fhould  from  thencefor- 

'—.  -y ;    ward  be  afcrihed  to  him,  and  confequently  be  termed,  the  Mercy,  or 

the  Vote  of  Cadar  '. 

The  precipitancy  with  which  the  Roman  Senate  and  People  now 
Tufhed  into  fervitude,  had  probably  no  mixture  of  that  fullen  defign 
with  which  the  partizans  of  the  republic  had  prepared  the  firft  Casfar 
for  his  fate.  The  retainers  of  the  victorious  party  raifed  the  cry  of 
adulation,  and  they  were  followed,  in  expreflions  of  fervility,  by  per- 
fons  who  wifhed  to  recommend  themfelves  in  the  mod  early  ad- 
vances, or  who  dreaded  being  marked  out  for  refentment  in  cafe  they 
appeared  to  be  tardy  in  expreffing  their  zeal.  But  what,  under  efta- 
blifhed  monarchy,  may  be  confidered  as  the  duty  and  the  loyalty  of 
fubjects  to  their  fovereign,  and  like  filial  affection,  though  fometimes 
partial  and  mifplaced,  is  always  a  virtue,  and  falutary  to  mankind,  in 
fuch  rapid  tranfitions,  from  the  pretenfions  of  citizens  to  the  fub- 
miflion  of  fiaves,  is  a  mortifying  example  of  the  weaknefs  and  de- 
pravity to  which  human  nature  is  expofed. 

The  apparent  fervility  of  all  orders  of  men  under  the  ufurpation 
of  Julius  Casfar,  probably  infpired  that  fecurity  which  gave  the  con- 
fpirators  fuch  an  advantage  againfl  him.  The  example,  however, 
put  Octavius,  though  lefs  expofed,  much  more  on  his  guard ;  and 
may  ferve  to  account  for  many  of  the  precautions  he  took,  and  for 
many  of  the  forms  he  obferved,  in  the  fequel  of  his  government.  He 
had  occafion,  indeed,  to  experience,  in  his  own  perfon,  that  his 
precautions  were  not  altogether  unneceffary.  In  the  midft  of  the  late 
demonftrations  of  joy  for  his  victory,  there  were  fiill  a  few  who 
whetted  their  fwords  in  fecret  againfl  him,  as  the  caufe  of  their  public 
degradation,  and  the  author  of  their  private  wrongs.  Lepidus,  the 
fbn  of  the  late  degraded  Triumvir,  and  nephew  of  Marcus  Brutus 

3  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  xxxi. 

by 

t 


OF   THE    ROMAN  REPUBLIC,  33S 

by  his  lifter  Junia,  incited  probably  by  this  clomeftk  example,  and  CHAP, 
by  i'o  many  motives  of  a  private  and  public  nature,  had  procured 
fome  accomplices,  and  was  preparing  to  cut  fhort  the  usurpation  pf 
Octavius  on  his  return  to  Rome.  But  this  d'efign,  no  way  juftified 
by  any  considerations  of  prudence  or  public  utility,  was  defeated  by 
the  vigilance  of  Maecenas,  and  ended  in  the  execution  of  the  young 
Lepidus,  and  in  the  imprifonment  of  his  mother  Junia,  who  re- 
mained in  confinement  until  ihe  was  admitted  to  bail,  at  the  humble 
requeft  of  her  hufband,  the  late  Triumvir  and  affociate  in  the  em- 
pire with  Oclavius  and  Antony,  and  who,  to  the  other  marks  of 
the  humiliation  which  he  now  endured,  joined  that  of  being  over- 
looked even  by  thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  fufFered  by  his; 
tyranny  \ 

Oclavius  having,  by  his  ft  ay  in  the  ifland  of  Samos,  difconcerted 
the  effect  of  this  conipiracy,  and  given  fufficient  time  for  the  trans- 
portation of  his  army,  and  the  other  apparatus  of  his  triumph  into 
Italy,  fet  out  for  that  country,  and  in  his  way  vifited  the  fcene  of 
his  late  victory  at  Actium.  At  this  place,  Apollo  being  the  principal 
object  of  worfhip,  he  had  immediately,  after  the  action,  felected  from 
the  captures  a  galley  of  each  rate  to  be  placed  as  an  offering  to  the 
god ;  and  at  Toryne,  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  Straits,  where  his- 
own  army  had  been  ftationed  before  the  engagement,  he  directed  a 
city  to  be  raifed  under  the  name  of  Nicopolis  \ 

The  conqueror,  upon  his  arrival  at  Rome,  was  receeived'  by  Po- 
litus,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  office  of  Conful  at  the  resignation  of 
Apuleius,  and  who,  though  now  his  colleague,  dropped  the  pretention 
to  equality,  and  performed  the  facrifices  of  thankfgiving  which  had 
been  appointed  for  his  fafe  return..     Octavius  hitherto,  either  by  the 

+  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c  88.       Liv.  Epi-         5  Dio.   Cafl".    lib.  li.    c   I.       Sueton.  in 
tome,  lib.cxxxv,  Ofiav.  e.  iS. 
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B  "vi0  K  mature  of  the  wars  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  or  by  the  event 
*- — •» — '  of  them,  -had  not  been  intitled  to  a  triumph  ;  or  being,  by  his  temper 
and  great  caution,  averfe  to  orientation,  he  had  neglected  to  avail 
.himfelf  of  this  honour.  But  though  he  himfelf,  in  appearance,  was 
\no  way  governed  by  vanity,  fomething  was  due  to  the  public  opinion, 
to  the  wiflies  of  thofe  who  had  lhared  in  the  glories  of  his  victories, 
and  to  the  imprellions  which  even  pageantry  makes  on  the  minds  of 
thofe  who  are  to  be  governed.  He  therefore  determined  to  exhibit 
three  feparate  triumphal  proceffions.  The  firft  for  his  victory  over 
the  Panonians,  the  Japydes,  and  the  Dalmatians ;  the  fecond  for  his 
victory  at  Actium  ;  and  the  third  for  the  conqueft  of  Egypt.  In  the 
firft  of  thefe  triumphs  Carinus,  by  whom  the  war  of  Illyricum  had 
been  chiefly  conducted,  was  admitted  to  partake  with  the  commander 
under  whole  aufpices  the  fubject  of  triumph  had  been  gained.  In 
the  third  was  exhibited  a  fcene,  which,  for  riches  and  fplendour, 
greatly  furpafled  any  of  the  former,  being  enriched  with  the  treafure 
he  had  amaffed  in  Egypt,  and  with  various  trophies  conftructed  from 
the  fpoils  of  that  country.  Among  thefe  were  carried  the  effigy  of 
the  late  queen,  having,  in  allufion  to  the  fuppofed  manner  of  her 
death,  the  afpick  reprefented  on  her  arm.  This  pageant  was  fol- 
lowed by  her  furviving  children,  who  were  led  as  captives. 

In  thefe  proceffions  a  circumftance  was  remarked,  which  indicated 
considerable  innovation  in  the  pretenfions  of  the  perfon  by  whom 
they  were  to  be  led.  It  had  been  ufual  for  the  officers  of  State  to 
meet  the  triumphal  march  at  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  afterwards  to 
advance  before  it  into  the  city.  In  conformity  with  the  firft  part  of 
this  cuftom,  the  Conful  and  other  magiftrates  met  the  proceffion  at  the 
gates;  but  fufFering  the  conqueror  to  pafs  before  them,  fell  behind,  and 
followed  in  his  train  to  the  Capitol.  Here  he  depofited,  in  the  Temple 
pf  Jupiter,  fixteen  thoufand  pondo,  or  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 

ounces 


O  F  T 1 1  \i    R  O  M  A  N    R  E  P  U  B  L  1  G.  337 

ounces  of  gold,  with  fifty  millions  in  Roman  money,  or  above  four  CHAP, 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling6;  and  at  the  clofe  of  the  cere- 
mony diftributed  a  tboufiind  feftertii,  or  above  eight  pounds  of  our 
money  a  man  to  the  troops ;  and  this,  to  an  army  confiding  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  amounted  to  a  fum  of  near  a 
million  fterling.  To  the  officers,  befides  his  pecuniary  bounty,  he 
gave  honorary  rewards.  To  Agrippa,  in  particular,  he  gave  a  blue 
enfign  in  token  of  his  naval  victories ;  to  the  People  he  made  a 
donation  of  four  hundred  feftertii,  or  about  three  pounds  five  ihil- 
lings  a  man,  and  doubled  the  ui'ual  allowance  of  corn  from  the  public 
granaries  ;  difcharged  all  that  he  owed,  remitted  all  the  debts  that  were 
due  to  himfelf,  and  refufed  all  the  prefents  which  were  offered  to  him 
from  the  different  towns  and  diftricts  of  Italy. 

Thefe  accumulations  and  diftributions  of  foreign  fpoils  at  Rome, 
or  the  general  expectations  of  profperous  times,  produced  great  or 
very  fenuble  effects  in  raifing  the  price  of  houfes,  lands,  and  other 
articles  of  fale,  whether  in  Italy  or  in  the  contiguous  provinces  ; 
a  circumftance  which,  joined  to  the  new  and  ftrange  appearance 
of  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  Janus  being  fhut,  as  a  fignal  of  uni- 
verfal  peace,  made  thefe  triumphs  of  Octavius  appear  an  aara  of  fe- 
licity and  hope  to  the  empire. 

They  were  followed  by  other  magnificent  ceremonies  ;  the  dedi- 
cating of  a  temple  which  had  been  erected  to  Minerva,  and. the  open- 
ing of  a  great  hall  which  had  been  infcribed  with  the  name  of  Ju- 
lius Cxfar.  In  that  hall  was  placed  a  noted  ftatue  of  victory  which 
had  been  brought  from  Tarentum ;  and  there  too  were  hung  up  the 
trophies  which  had  been  collected  in  Egypt.  The  ftatue  of  Cleopatra, 
in  gold,  was  placed  in  the  temple  of  Venus,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
lhrine  of  Julius  Caffar,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Mi- 
nerva, were  decorated  with  many  enfigns  or  badges  of  victory. 

■*  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  xxx. 
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On  occaiion  of  thefe  folemnities,  a  variety  of  games  were  exhi- 
bited :  that  of  Troy,  in  particular,  was  now  instituted,  being  a  pro- 
ceflion  formed  by  youth  of  high  rank,  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
led  by  Marcellus  and  Tiberius,  the  nephew  and  the  flepfon  of  Oc- 
tavius.  Races  were  run  in  chariots  and  on  horfeback,  by  perfons  of 
high  rank  ;  and  fights  of  gladiators  were  exhibited,  in  which,  to  the 
fuppofed  diigrace  of  the  times,  it  is  remarked,  that  a  Roman  Senator, 
of  the  name  of  Quintus  Ventelius,  was  one  of  the  combatants.  Nu- 
merous parties  of  captives  from  the  Daci  and  Suevi,  in  a  form  that 
might  pafs  for  real  battles,  were  made  te  fight  for  their  liberty,  that 
was  propofed  as  the  prize  of  the  victors.  Many  exhibitions  were 
made  of  hunting  and  baiting  of  wild  hearts,  in  which  were  prefented 
a  Rhinoceros  and  Hippopotamos  or  Sea  Horfe,  animals,  till  then-, 
unknown  at  Rome.  In  the  time  of  thefe  entertainments,  which 
continued  many  days,  O&avius  either  really  was,  or  pretended  to  be 
taken  ill,  and  left  the  honour  of  prefiding  at  the  fhows  to  fome 
private  Senators,  who,  together  with  many  other  members  of 
their  body,  to  encreafe  the  folemnity,  feafted  the  People  in  their 
turns  7. 

Such  had  been  the  arts  by  which  candidates  for  public  favour, 
in  the  latter  times  of  the  republic,  maintained  in  the  capital  the 
confideration  they  had  gained  by  their  fervices  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  empire  ;  and  the  continuance  of  thefe  arts  had  now  the  more 
cfFecl,  that  the  people,  who  ftill  had  a  claim  to  this  fpecies  of  court- 
fhip,  were  become  infenfible  to  any  other  privilege  of  Roman  ci- 
tizens, and  were  ready  to  barter  a  political  confequence,  which  they 
were  no  longer  fit  to  enjoy,  for  a  fucceffion  of  fports  and  entertain- 
ments that  amufed  their  leifure,  or  for  a  diftribution  of  bread, 
which,  without  the  ufual  and  hard  conditions  of  induftry  or  labour, 
helped  to  give  them  fubfiftence. 

7  Die.  Caff,  lib.  li.  c.  22,  2\. 

It 
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It  Isobferved,  that  in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  Egyptian  war    c  *\A  p' 

was  yet  in  dependance,  a  concourfe  of  Roman  citizens,  affuming  the    < , — — ' 

powers  of  the  People  in  public  affembly,  bellowed  on  Statilius  Tau- 
rus by  a  formal  decree,  in  return  for  his  munificence,  in  exhibiting 
matches  of  gladiators  and  the  baiting  of  wild  beafls,  the  privilege 
of  naming  annually  one  of  the  Praetors.  So  irregular  and  abfurd 
were  become  the  proceedings  of  what  were  called  the  Affemblies  of 
the  People  ;  and  the  wary  Octavius  could  not  overlook  the  effect  of 
thefe  arts,  in  gaining  their  confent  to  the  dominion  he  meant  to 
eftablifh.  But  while  he  indulged  the  People  in  their  difpoiition  to 
amufement  and  diffipation,  he  gave  the  neceffary  attention  to  his  mi- 
litary arrangements,  and  took  meafures  to  fecure  the  pofleffion  of 
that  principal  fupport,  on  which  fovereignty,  in  fuch  an  empire,  muft 
be  founded.  He  had  experienced  the  danger  which  may  arife  from 
armies  ill  governed,  and  knew  that  a  power  may  become  infecure, 
by  an  abufe  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  gained.  When  to  the 
troops,  which  he  himfelf  commanded  in  Sicily,  were  joined  thofe 
of  Lepidus  and  Sextus  Pompeius,  the  engine  became  too  unweildy 
for  his  management,  and  without  any  other  principle  of  govern- 
ment, but  fear,  might  baffle  his  fkill  to  conduct  it.  He  learned,  upon 
that  occafion,  that  the  confederations  of  civil  juftice,  and  the  refpcct 
which  is  paid  to  fome  form  of  political  fubordination,  are  neceffary 
even  to  the  dilcipline  and  order  of  a  military  eftablifhrnent. 

Upon  this  account,  Oetavius,  immediately  after  his  victories  in 
Sicily,  had  proceeded  with  great  addrefs,  to  reduce  and  to  purge  the 
legions,  by  difmifling  flrangers  and  fugitive  flaves,  and  by  ordering 
the  levies  from  thenceforward  to  be  confined  to  citizens  of  Rome, 
The  denomination  of  Roman  citizen,  indeed,  was  no  longer  appro*- 
priated  to  the  defcendants  of  the  Alban  or  Sabin  colony,  nor  even  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  municipal  towns  of  Italy.  It  had  been  com- 
municated to  many' cities  and  provinces  beyond  thefe  limits,  and  it 

X  x  2  was 
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BOOK  Was  likely  now,  with  much  greater  propriety  than  ever,  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  free,  or  well-born  and  refpedtablc  dais  of  the  inhabitants 
in  all  parts  of  the  empire.  By  limiting,  however,  the  levies  of  the 
army  to  this  name  of  refpec~l  and  of  real  privilege,  Octavius  reftored, 
in  fome  degree,  the  connection  between  the  civil  and  military  ho- 
nours, taught  the  foldier  to  value  himfelf  on  his  condition  as  a  ci- 
tizen, and  the  citizen  to  confider  as  an  honour  the  name  of  a  fol- 
dier. 

Upon  this  arrangement,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  as 
iirft  magiftrate  of  the  commonwealth,  had  a  double  claim  to  obe- 
dience, and,  joined  to  his  military  power,  had  an  authority,  derived 
from  a  principle  of  juftice  and  of  civil  right,  without  which  armies 
are  no  more  than  companies  of  banditti,  whole  force  may  be  occa- 
fionally  turned  againfl  the  perfon  who  leads  them,  as  well  as  againft 
his  enemies. 

The  legions  affembled  at  Rome,  on  occafion  of  the  late  triumphal 
proceffions,  were  now  to  be  diftributed  to  what  were  intended  as 
their  ordinary  flations  in  time  of  peace.  Of  thefe  ftations,  the  prin- 
cipal were  on  the  Euphrates,  on  the  Rhine,  and  on  the  Danube  ; 
but,  before  this  diftribution  could  be  finally  made,  fome  troubles, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  late  fignal  of  general  peace,  ftill  fubfifted 
in  fome  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly  on  the  Mofelle  and  the 
Rhine,  in  the  interior  parts  of  Spain,  and  on  the  confines  of  Mace- 
donia, required  attention.  To  the  firft  of  thefe  quarters,  Nonius 
Gallus  was  fent  to  reduce  the  Treviri 8,  who,  in  concert  with  fome 
German  nations,  made  incurfions  into  Gaul.  Statilius  Taurus  was 
fent  into  Spain,  againft  the  Allures  and  Cantabri 9,  and  Marcus  Craf- 
fus,  from  Macedonia,  had  orders  to  reprefs  the  incurfions  of  the 


*  The  Bilhoprick  of  Treves. 

*  The  inhabitants  of  what  is  now  called  Afturia  and  Cantabria, 


Daci 
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Daci  and  Baftarni,  Scythian  nations,  who  had  pafTed  the  Danube 
and  the  mountains  of  Hsmus,  and  who  had  taken  pofleffion  of  fome 
diftricts  in  Thrace ;  but,  upon  the  approach  of  Craffus,  they  re- 
paired thofe  mountains,  and  left  the  Romans  again  in  poffeffion  of 
the  lands,  which  they  had  formerly  occupied  in  that  quarter  10. 

The  officers  employed  on  thefe  different  fervices,  were  no  longer, 
as  formerly,  fupreme  in  their  refpective  ftations,  and  accountable 
only  to  the  Senate  and  People  ;  they  were  underftood  to  be  lieu- 
tenants of  a  fuperior  officer  acting  as  general  governor  over  all  the  pro- 
vinces, and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  in  the  empire. 
This  fupreme  command,  Octavius  held  under  the  well  known  name 
of  Imperator^  was  ufually  given  in  the  field  to  victorious  generals,,, 
and  which  he,  contrary  to  former  practice,  now  retained  even 
in  the  city  ;  and,  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  obferve,  gradually  ap- 
propriated to  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs. 

In  the  character  which  Octavius  now  aflumed,  he  united,  in  fup- 
port  of  his  authority,  the  prerogatives  of  Conful,  Cenfor,  and  Tri- 
bune of  the  People ;  and  thus,  in  diverting  himfelf  of  the  name  of 
Triumvir,  he  affected  to  re-eftablifh  the  conftitution  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  to  reftore  the  ordinary  magiftrates  and  officers  of  ftate  ;  but 
to  a  perfon,  who  valued  fafety  no  lefs  than  power,  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment  was  far  from  being  fufficiently  fecure.  The  dignities  of  Conful, 
Cenfor,  and  Tribune,  being  by  the  conftitution  of  the  republic  fe- 
parate  and  temporary,  the  unprecedented  conjunction,  and  conti- 
nuance of  them  in  the  fame  perfon,  was  a  palpable  impofition,  which 
tsould  be  no  longer  fafe  than  it  was  fupported  by  force;  and  de- 
pending on  the  army  merely,  without  any  plea  of  right,  prefented  an 
object  of  ambition  to  every  adventurer,  who  could  bring  an  army 
in  fupport  of  his  claim. 

10  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lvii.  c.  54—57.      Tacit.  An.  lib.  iv.  c.  5. 

!  Thefe 
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B  0  0  K  Thefe  confederations,  probably,  fu^gefted  to  Oclavius  the  neceffitr 
of  endeavouring  to  ftrengthen  his  title.  He  had  hitherto  kept  poflef- 
fion  of  the  government  under  various  pretences  ;  but  never  declared 
any  intention  to  realize,  or  to  perpetuate  the  fovereignty  in  his  own 
perfon.  For  fome  time,  he  had  profefled  no  more  than  a  defire  to 
avenge  the  death  of  his  relation  Julius  Csrfar.  Next,  he  pretended 
to  remove  fome  diforders  which  had  crept  into  the  commonwealth  ; 
and,  laft  of  all,  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  Antony,  who,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  quarrel  between  them,  he  fuggefted,  was  likely  to  fa- 
crifice  the  rights  of  the  Roman  People  to  the  caprices  of  a  ftranger 
and  a  woman. 

Thefe  rivals,  in  their  appeals  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  vied 
in  their  profeflions  of  zeal  for  the  commonwealth,  mutually  chal- 
lenged each  other  to  refign  their  unconftitutional  powers ;  and  each 
retained  his  own  power,  under  the  fingle  pretence  that  he  was 
obliged  to  continue  in  arms,  until  he  ihould  have  fecured  the  republic 
againft  the  defigns  of  his  antagonift. 

This  pretence  being  now  removed,  it  was  become  neceffary  that 
Octavius  fhould  more  fully  explain  himfelf,  and  declare  upon  what 
footing  he  was  to  hold  the  government.  The  chief  partizans  of  the 
republic  had  fallen  by  their  own  hands,  or  by  the  fwords  of  their 
enemies.  All  his  rivals  were  cut  off,  and  the  whole  military  force 
of  the  empire  centred  in  himfelf;  but  he  had  experienced,  in  the 
repeated  mutinies  of  the  army,  the  precarious  ftate  of  his  authority 
over  men,  who  were  directed  by  mere  caprice  or  perfonal  attach- 
ment, without  any  acknowledged  title  on  the  part  of  their  leader. 

An  open  ufurpation  of  kingly  power  was  ftill  odious  at  Rome  :  it 
appeared  as  a  direct  attack,  not  only  upon  the  forms  of  the  Roman 
republic,  but  likewife  as  an  attack  upon  the  private  right  of  every 
citizen  who  pretended  to  confi  deration  and  power  proportioned  to 

2  the 
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the  rank  of  his  family  or  his  perfonal  qualities ;  and  though  the  CHAP. 
People  in  general  were  difpofed  to  fubmiffion,  yet  the  violence  of  a 
few,  who  might  be  willing  to  expofe  themfelves  as  the  champions  of 
the  commonwealth,  was  ftill  to  be  dreaded.  In  this  capacity,  not 
only  citizens  having  high  pretenfions  in  the  civil  line,  but  military 
officers  likewife,  might  be  dangerous  to  their  leader ;  and  chufmg  ra- 
ther to  claim  preferments  and  honours  as  their  right,  than  as  the  gift 
of  a  mafter,  might  publicly  fpurn  his  authority,  or  employ  againft 
him  the  hands  of  fome  fecret  affaffin,  whom  in  any  fuccefsful  at- 
tempt the  law  would  protect,  and  the  public  voice  would  applaud. 

Julius  Cad'ar,  whofe  perfonal  qualities  were  fufficient  to  have  fup- 
ported  him  in  any  pretenfions,  ftill  found  himfelf  miftaken  in  rely- 
ing on  the  attachment  of  his  own  officers,  as  much  as  on  the  fub- 
miffion  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  found  perfons  of  every  condition, 
ftill  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  republican  government,  combined 
for  his  deftruction,  and  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  exceffive  fecurity,  or 
rather  to  the  vanity  and  orientation  with  which  he  affected  to  hold 
his  power.  His  fucceflbr  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  he  was  by  na- 
ture more  cautious  and  had  lefs  oftentation,  fo  he  was  taught,  by 
this  alarming  example  to  difguife  his  ambition,  or  to  proceed  lefs 
directly  to  his  object. 

Octavius,  therefore,  having  taken  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  fea- 
ture his  power,  ftill  thought  it  neceffary  to  affect  a  purpofe  of  refign- 
ing  it,  and  of  reftoring  the  republican  government.  It  is  reported,, 
that  he  even  held  a  ferious  confutation  on  this  fubject  with  his  prin- 
cipal advifers  and  confidents,  Agrippa  and  Maecenas.  This  fact  may 
be  queftioned ;  but  in  a  character  fo  entirely  made  up  of  artifice  and 
defign,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  wifhed  to  difguife 
his  thoughts  even  to  his  moft  intimate  counfellors,  or  to  fecure  their, 
approbation  before  he  difclofed  his  real  intentions, 

Agrippa: 


H4  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

BOOK  Agrippa  and  Maecenas  arc  faid  to  have  been  of  different  opinions 
i .v ;  refpedung  the  propriety  of  their  matter's  refignation  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion accordingly,  as  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  debated  in  this  famous 
council,  has  furniihed  a  curious  theme  to  hiftorians  and  rhetoricians. 
Agrippa  encouraged  Octavius  to  perfift  in  his  fuppofed  intention  to 
refign  his  power,  and  fupported  this  opinion,  by  ftating  the  advan- 
tages of  republican  government.  "  It  is  the  tendency  of  the  repub- 
*'  lie,"  he  faid,  "  to  multiply  examples  of  great  men  ;  it  is  the  ten- 
"  dency  of  monarchy  to  diminifh  their  numbers,  and  to  facrifice  to 
"  one  perfon,  the  pretenfions  and  the  elevation  of  many.  Under 
"  the  firft  fpecies  of  government,  the  Roman  ftate  has  attained  to 
"  its  prefent  greatneis  ;  under  the  fecond,  it  may  languifh,  and  fink 
"  to  the  level  of  other  nations."  He  put  Octavius  in  mind  of  his 
duty  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Roman  People,  for  whofe  rights, 
while  he  took  arms  againft  the  murderers  of  his  father,  he  had  al- 
ways profelfed  the  greateft  refpect : — bid  him  beware  of  the  reproaches 
he  muft  incur,  if  it  mould  now  appear,  either  that  he  had  formerly  em- 
'  ployed  the  pretence  of  filial  duty  as  a  cloak  to  his  ambition ;  or  that, 
now  finding  the  People  at  his  mercy,  he  neglected  their  rights  the 
moment  it  was  in  his  power  to  violate  them  with  impunity. — He 
mentioned  the  danger  of  attempting  to  reduce  into  fervitude  a  Peo- 
ple, who  had  been  accuftomed  not  only  to  freedom,  but  to  dominion 
over  other  nations ; — the  difficulties  that  muft  ariie  in  the  govern- 
ment of  fo  great  an  empire  ; — the  thorns  that  are  for  ever  fattened  in 
the  pillows  of  kings ; — the  dangers  to  which  he  muft  be  expofed, 
from  perfons  who  fhould  feel  themfelves  injured  by  his  feizing  the 
government,  or  who  fhould  think  themfelves  entitled  to  fupplant 
him,  and  whofe  courage,  in  every  attempt  againft  his  perfon,  would 
be  extolled  as  a  noble  effort  of  patriotifm  to  reftore  the  freedom  of 
their  country, 

Macaenas 
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Maecenas  took  the  oppofite  fide,  and  contended  for  the  neceflity  of  C  H  a  P. 
a  new  fpecies  of  government,  in  circumftances  fo  different  from  thofe 
in  which  the  republic  had  been  formed.  "  So  great  an  empire," 
he  faid,  "  furrounded  by  fo  many  enemies,  required  the  authority 
"  and  the  fecret  counfels  of  a  prince,  aided,  but  not  controuled, 
"  by  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  were  qualified  to  ferve  him. 
"  The  time,  when  the  republic  might  rely  on  the  virtue  and 
"  moderation  of  the  greater  part  of  her  citizens  is  now  no  more ; 
"  men  are  governed  by  ambition  or  intereft,  and  if  one  perfon  de- 
"  cline  the  fovereignty,  many  pretenders  will  arife,  who  will  again 
**  tear  the  republic  afunder  by  their  wars  and  contentions."  He 
obferved,  that  the  fortune  or  deftiny  of  Octavius  had  placed  him 
at  the  head  of  the  commonwealth ;  that  he  ought  not  to  defpife  its 
gifts,  or  to  throw  the  Roman  People  again  into  a  ftate  of  confufion 
and  anarchy,  out  of  which  he  had  been  deftined  to  fave  them. 
From  thefe  topics,  he  proceeded  to  confider  the  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  a  government,  delivered 
maxims  that  contain  the  wifdom  of  monarchy,  pointed  at  regu- 
lations calculated  to  preferve  fome  fpecies  of  civil  conftitution, 
yet  depending  on  the  will  of  the  prince,  and,  according  to  the  ac- 
count which  is  given  of  his  fpeech,  fuggefted  at  this  conference  moil 
parts  of  the  plan  which  Octavius  actually  carried  into  execution  ". 

In  the  refill  t  of  this  confultation,  it  is  faid,  that  not  only  Octa- 
vkts,  but  Agrippa  likewife,  embraced  the  opinion  of  Maecenas  j 
and  that  they,  from  thenceforward,  confidered  the  fecure  eftablifh- 
nient  of  the  monarchy  as  the  common  object  of  all  their  councils. 
They  appear  to  have  agreed,  that  Octavius  fhould  treat  the  Senate 
as  he  had  in  this  conference  treated  his  friends ;  that  he  fhould 
propofe  to  reiign  his  power,  affect  to  make  his  continuing  to  hold  it 

*'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Hi.  c.  1-43, 
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B  '"vP  K    ^ie  re^u^  °f  faeit  own  deliberations,  and,  by  thefe  means,  obtain  the 
w— v — — i    function  of  a  legal  eftabliihment. 

To  fmooth  the  way  to  this  end,  fome  previous  fteps  were  yet  to 
be  taken.  Much  had  already  been  done  by  Oclavius  to  fecure  his 
power,  to  reconcile  his  new  fubjects,  and,  in  cafe  of  any  competi- 
tion, to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  public  choice  ;  but  fome  caution 
was  flill  to  be  employed  in  bringing  forward  a  queftion,  relating  to- 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  government,  or  the  reftoration  of  the 
republic.  The  Senate,  on  whofe  readily  embracing  and  acting  the 
part  that  was  expected  from  them  the  whole  depended,  was  to  be 
fcrutinized  and  purged  of  all  members,  who  were,  by  their  love  of 
republican  government,  or  by  any  other  circumftances,  likely  to  mar 
the  defign.  A  fingle  voice  in  this  alfembly,  given  for  receiving  the 
demimon,  which  Oclavius  was  about  to  offer,  might  have  greatly 
difconcerted  his  project,  obliged  him  to  throw  afide  his  difguife,  and 
might  have  made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  continue  holding  by  force 
what  he  wifhed  to  receive  by  confent,  or  even  to  have  pre/Ted  upon 
U  C.  725.  him  by  the  intreaties  of  all  orders  of  men.  In  order  to  cultivate  the 
Carfar  VI.  difpofitions  with  which  he  already  endeavoured  to  infpire  the  Senate 
g»PFa-  and  the  People,  he  himfelf,  in  conjunction  with  Agrippa,  entered  on- 
the  office  of  Conful  for  the  fixth  time,  divided  the  Fafces  with 
him,  as  ufual  in  the  pureft  times  of  the  republic,  and  in  all  the 
exertions  of  their  authority,  or  in  the  difcharge  of  their  common 
duties,  knowing  how  little  he  had  to  apprehend  from  the  pretenfions 
of  his  colleague,  affected  to  rank  with  him  on  the  moft  perfect  foot 
of  equality. 

The  new  Confuls,  in  proceeding  to  their  principal  object,  which 
was  to  reform  the  Senate,  and  to  fill  it  with  fuch  members  as  were 
likely  to  co-operate  in  the  defign  they  had  formed,  of  obtaining  for: 
Octavius  the  fovereignty  by  a  formal  confent,  made  a  review  or 
Cenfus,  as  ufual,  of  all  the  different  orders  of  the  commonwealth  ; 

and 
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and  having,  in  confequence  of  the  late  troubles,  much  property  as  c  H  A  p- 

well  as  public  honours  in  their  power,  they  had  an  opportunity  to    < *~— ' 

enrich,  as  well  as  to  promote,  thofe  whom  they  wifhed  to  oblige  ;  and 
accordingly  made  fuch  a  distribution  Of  eftates  and  dignities,  as  plainly 
mewed,  that  obfequioufnefs  to  the  will  of  Csefar  was  the  road  to 
diftinction  and  fortune. 

At  this  Cenfus  or  review  of  the  People,  the  Roman  citizens  were 
found  to  amount  to  four  million  one  hundred  and  fixty  four  thoufand 
men  fit  to  carry  arms  '\  So  much  had  their  number,  without  any 
iricreafe  of  population,  augmented  by  the  continual  admifiion  of  the 
freemen  of  entire  towns  and  provinces,  upon  the  rolls  of  the 
People. 

The  Senate  had,  during  the  devastations,  and  in  the  event  of  the  ci- 
vil wars,  not  only  loft  thofe  who  made  itsprincipal  ornament,  confidered 
as  a  republican  council,  but  had  even  undergone  a  great,  if  not  an  en- 
tire change  of  its  members.  It  confuted  now  of  perfons  occalionally 
intruded  by  the  parties  lately  contending  for  iuperiority ;  many,  in 
particular,  named  by  Antony,  and  who,  during  the  late  ftruggles, 
endeavoured  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  their  patron.  Thefe,  more  efpe- 
cially,  it  was  the  object  of  O&avius  to  remove ;  but  being  defirous 
to  court  all  orders  of  men,  as  well  as  to  fet  afide  his  enemies,  he  af- 
fected a  reluctance  in  expelling  particular  perfons,  and  recommended 
to  thofe,  who  were  confeious  of  any  difqualification,  voluntarily  to 
withdraw  their  names. 

In  confequence  of  this  intimation,  fifty  Senators  retired,  probably 
moft  of  them  confeious  of  a  difaffection  to  the  reigning  power.  One 
hundred  and  forty  more  were  ftruck  off  the  rolls.  In  difcharging  this 
invidious  fervice,  Octavius  was  guarded  by  ten  chofen  Senators,  who 
furrounded  his  perfon  with  concealed  weapons,  and  is  faid  himfelf  to 

,;  The  whole  number  of  fouls  mufl  have  exceeded  iixteen  millions.  Eufebii  Chronicon. 
Csfer  Imperator  VI.  M.  Agrippa,  p.  168. 

Y  y  2  have 
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have  been  cafed  in  armour  under  his  robe.  He,  at  the  fame  time, 
endeavoured  to  palliate  the  feverity  of  his  cenfures  in  different  ways, 
fuffering  thofe,  who  were  excluded  from  the  Senate,  ftill  to  retain 
the  drefs  of  that  order,  and  to  enjoy,  at  the  theatre  and  other  pub- 
lic places,  the  ufual  precedence  of  the  Senatorial!  rank.  Under 
pretence  of  rendering  the  order  itfelf  more  independent  and  more 
refpectable,  he  raifed  the  money  qualification  of  a  Senator  from 
eight  to  twelve  hundred  thouland  fefterccs  '*  ;  and,  without  any  per- 
fonal  imputation,  affected  to  exclude  fome  Senators  for  the  want  of 
this  new  qualification,  others  he  contrived  to  gain  by  a  very  artful 
method  of  bribery,  alleging,  that  the  public  mould  not  be  deprived 
of  the  fervices  of  worthy  citizens  merely  by  a  deficiency  in  their 
fortune,  he,  from  his  own  coffers,  made  up  the  eflates  of  feveral  Se- 
nators to  the  new  qualification.  A  ftriking  inftance  of  the  policy  in 
which  he  excelled ;  at  onee  the  moil  effectual  to  obtain  his  purpofe, 
and  the  moft  artful  to  palliate  or  to  conceal  his  defign. 

By  the  forms  which  the  pre&nt  Confuls,  Octavius  and  Agrippa, 
affected  to  obferve  in  the  difcharge  of  their  public  duties,  the  repub- 
lic feemed  fo  much  to  revive,  that  one  Quintus  Statilius  was  tempted 
to  offer  himfelf  as  candidate  in  free  election  for  the  office  of  Tribune ; 
but  in  this  inftance,  Oclavius  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  refume  the 
character  of  mafter.  Although  he  employed  the  forms  of  the  repub- 
lic to  reconcile  the  minds  of  men  to  his  government,  he  knew  how 
to  diftinguifh  what  had  a  tendency  to  ravifh  that  government  out  of 
his  hands,  or  to  embroil  him  in  contefts  with  the  people :  he  there- 
fore commanded  this  candidate  for  the  office  of  Tribune  to  withdraw 
his  pretenfions,  and  not  to  awaken,  by  his  unfeafonable  canvas,  the 
turbulent  difpofitions  which  had  formerly  fo  much  afflicted  the 
State. 

f*  From  about  7000I.  to  10,000  3. 
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In  the  arts  which  were  prattlfed  on  the  citizens  of  Rome,  fhows,  CHAP. 
procei'Iions,  and  public  entertainments  always  made  a  part,  and  they  v — -v— * 
operated  on  this  People,  perhaps  operate  on  all  mankind,  with  inch 
powerful  effects,  as  not  to  be  overlooked  without  the  danger  of  mis- 
taking the  circumitances  which  lead  to  the  raoft  important  events.  • 
Qctavius,  aware  of  this  circumftance,  on  the  prefent  as  well  as  on 
former  occalions,  having  temples  and  other  public  works  executed 
with  great  magnificence,  celebrated  the  dedication,  or  the  comple- 
tion of  them,  with  many  pompous  entertainments  and  fhows  ;  he  fur- 
nifhed,  at  his  own  expence,  the  circus  and  theatres  with  continual  en- 
tertainments, with  the  fights  of  gladiators,  and  the  baiting  or  hunting 
of  wild  beafts.  While  he  thus  encouraged  the  People  in  their  ufual 
vices  of  idlenefs  and  diffipation,  he  avoided  laying  any  new  burdens, 
cancelled  all  arrears  due  to  the  treaiury  within  the  city,  and  in- 
creafed  fourfold  the  gratuitous  diftributions  of  corn.  To  thefe  po- 
pular arts,  he  joined  a  fpecies  of  amnefty  of  all  pafl  offences  and 
differences  ;  repealed  all  the  acts,  which,  during  the  late  violent 
rimes,  the  fpirit  of  party  had  dictated  ;  and,. to  quiet  the  apprehenfions 
of  many,  who  were  confcious  of  having  taken  part  with  his  enemies, 
he  gave  out  that  all  papers  or  records  feized  in  Egypt,  upon  the 
final  reduction  of  Antony's  party,  were  deflroyed ;  though  in  this  Dion 
Caflius  contradicts  him,  and  alleges,  that  fuch  papers  were  preferred 
and  afterwards  employed  in  evidence  againft  perfons  whom  he 
thought  proper  to  opprefs  ". 

At  the  clofe  of  this  memorable  Confulate,  Octavius  laid  down  the 
Fafces,  and,  agreeable  to  the  forms  of  the  republic,"  took  the  ufual 
oath  of  declaration,  that  he  had  faithfully,  and  with  his  utmoft,  abi- 
lity, difcharged  the  duties  of  his  ftation.     Being  deftined  to  the  fame   tj.  c.  yz6i 
office  of  Conful  for  the  following  year,  he  refumed  the  enfigns  of  c^ar3viL 

M.  Ag.-ippa. 
«  Lib.  52.  c,  42,  fix.  m- 
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ver;  and  thinking  the  Senate  and  People,  by  the  fteps  he  had  al- 
ready taken,  fufficiently  prepared  for  the  fubject  he  meant  to  bring 
under  confederation,  he,  on  the  Ides,  or  thirteenth  of  January,  furprifed 
them  with  a  direct  and  full  refignation  of  all  the  extraordinary  powers 
•which  he  held  in  the  empire.  This  folemn  act  he  accompanied 
with  a  fpeech,  which,  according  to  his  tifual  practice,  haAring  com- 
mitted it  to  writing,  he  read.  Being  feniible  that  his  iincerity 
would  be  queftioned,  and  that  his  having  taken  the  moil  effectual 
•meafures  to  obtain  and  to  fecure  the  government  was  but  an  ill 
indication  of  his  intention  to  refign  .it,  he  employed  a  great  part  of 
his  harangue  in  removing  fufpicions,  not  merely  byaffurances  of  fin- 
cerity,  but  by  arguments  likewife  drawn  from  general  topics  of  pro- 
bability and  reafon.  To  this  purpofe,  he  obferved,  that  many  per- 
fons,  who  were  themfelves  incapable  of  fuch  intentions,  might  doubt 
■his  iincerity,  and  that  many,  who  could  not  behold  a  fuperior  with- 
out envy,  would  be  -diipofed  to  mifreprefent  his  actions  ;  but  that  the 
immediate  execution  of  the  purpofe  he  had  declared,  would  remove 
•every  doubt,  would  iilence  every  attempt  of  calumny,  entitle  him  to 
,credit,  and  to  their  juft  efleem. 

"  That  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  retain  the  government,"  he 
<faid,  "  no  one  will  queftion.  Of  my  enemies,  fome  have  fuffered 
"  the  juft  effects  of  their  own  obftinacy,  and  others,  having  expe- 
rienced my  clemency,  are  fully -reconciled.  My  friends  are  con- 
firmed in  their  attachment,  by  the  mutual  exchange  of  good  of- 
fices between  .us,  and  by  a  participation  in  the  management  of  af- 
fairs. I  have  no  real  danger  to  fear,  and  any  alarm  I  might  re- 
ceive, would  only  haften  the  proofs  I  am  in  condition  to  give  of 
my  power.  I  have  many  allies,  and  numerous  forces,  well  at- 
tached to  my  perfon  ;  money,  magazines,  and  ftores  of  every  de- 
fcription  ;  with  what  is  of  more  confequence  than  all  thefe  put  to- 
1  "  gether, 


.a 


.■:(, 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  351 

**-  gether,  T  am  placed,  by  the  choice  of  the  Senate  and  People  of  c  H  A  P. 
"  Rome,  at  the  head  of  the  republic.  v^ 

"  What  I  now  do,  I  hope  will  explain  my  part  actions,  and 
"  filence  thofe  who  impute  my  former  conduct  to  ambition,  or  who 
"  fuppofe  that  Lam  not  now  fincere  in  the  resignation  which  I-profefs 
"  to  make.  Having  the  fovereignty  at  prefent  in  my  pofTeffion,  I  re- 
"  nounce  it,  and  deliver  into  your  hands,  the  army,  the  ftate,  the 
"  provinces,  not  merely  in  the  condition  in  which  I  received  them, 
'.'  but  in  a  condition  much  improved  by  my  exertions. 

"  Let  this  action  then  evince  the  fincerity  of  the  declarations  I 
"  made,  when,  being  engaged  in  the  late  unhappy  conteft,  I  pro- 
"  felled  that  my  intentions  were  to  obtain  juftice  againft  the  mur- 
"  derers  of  my  father,  and  fome  relief  to  the  commonwealth  from 
"  the  evils  with  which  it  was  afflicted. 

"  I  wifh,  indeed,  that  this  talk  had  never  been  impofed  upon  me ; 
"  that  the  republic  had  never  flood  in  need  of  my  fervices,  and  that 
"  the  fatal  divifions  we  have  experienced,  had  never  taken  place. 
"  But  fince  the  fates  had  otherwife  decreed,  and  fince  the  republic, 
"  young  as  I  was,  required  even  my  alfiftance,  I  declined  no  labour,' 
"  I  fhunned  no  danger,  I  made  efforts  above  my  years  and  my 
"  ftrength.  Neither  toil  nor  danger,  the  intreaties  of  my  friends, 
"  the  threats  of  my. enemies,  the  tumults  of  the  feditious,  nor  the" 
"  fury  of  thofe  who  oppofed  me,  could  turn  me  afide  from  the  pur- 
"  fuit  of  your  good.  I  forgot  myfelf ;  I  became  altogether  yours. 
"  The  event,  with  refpect  to  you,  is  known  ;  for  myfelf,  the  only 
"  reward  I  defire,  is  the  fenfe  of  having  delivered  my  country  from 
"  the  evils  with  which  it  was  diftreffed,  and  of  having  reftored  you' 
"  to  the  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity  which  you  now  enjoy.  With 
"  thele  advantages,   refume   your  political  truft,  and  the  forms  of 

your  conftitution  ;  take  charge  of  your  provinces,  and  the  direc- 
"  tion  of  your  military  forces  ;    conduct  every  part  according  to 

"  the 
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"  the  rules  and   precedents  which  were   laid  down   by  your  an«» 
*'  ceftors. 

"  My  conduct,  in  this  refignation,  will  not  appear  unaccountable 

"  to  thofe  who  have  obferved  the  moderation  with  which  I  have  fre- 

"  quently  declined  the  uncommon  diftinctions  by  which  you  offered 

'*'  to  raife  me  above  the  level  of  my  fellow  citizens ;  nor  to  thofe 

"*'  who  know  the  real  value  of  human  poffeffions,  will  it  appear  a 

"  folly,  that  having  fuch  an  empire  in  my  power,  I  chufe  to  refign 

*'  it.     If  I  am  fuppofed  to  have  any  regard  to  juftice,  what  more 

"  juft  than  that  I  mould  reftore  to  you  what  is  your  own  ?  If  I  am 

"  fuppofed  to  be  governed  by  prudence,  what  more  prudent,  than 

"  to  withdraw  from   trouble,    from  general    envy,   and  from  the 

"  fnares  of  ray  enemies  ?    If  I  am  fuppofed  to  aim  at  glory,  the 

"  great  object  for  which  men   have  molt  willingly  expofed   them- 

"  felves  to  hazards  and  toils,  what  more  glorious  than  to  difpofe 

"  of  empire  to  others,  and  to  reft  fecure  myfelf  in  the  honours  of 

""  a  private  ftation  ? 

"  Having  the  choice  of  many  actions,  which  reflect  honour  on 
*'  my  father's  memory,  and  may  do  fo  on  my  own,  thefe  actions  I 
*'  prefer  to  any  other  ;  that  he,  being  offered  the  fovereignty  of  his 
"  country^  refufed  to  accept  of  it ;  and  that  I  niyftlf  being  in  ablual 
"  P°JRIFton  °f  ^Jai  fovercignfj;  have  rcfigned  it.  To  thefe  actions, 
"  the  conqueil  of  Gaul,  of  Mylia,  of  Egypt  and  Panonia,  the  vic- 
*'  tories  obtained  over  Pharnaces,  Juba,  and  Phraates,  the  paffage  of 
"  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  Britifh  fea,  though  far  exceeding  the  at- 
4'  chievements  of  former  times,  are  yet  of  inferior  account  :  even 
"  the  merit  of  having  conducted  to  fo  glorious  an  iffue  the  tin- 
*'  happy  conteft  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  the  having  ove:-- 
"  come  as  enemies  ail  who  withftood  our  reformations,  the  having 
*'  protected  as  friends  all  who  were  pacific  and  well  inclined  to  the 
*'  commonwealth,   the  having  by  moderation  and  clemency  itript 

4  civil 
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<*  civil  war  iticlf  of  many  of  its  greateil  evils,  are  not  comparable  to    C  H  A  p. 
"  tills  ;   That  being   in  a   condition  to   reign,  we  have   not  been  in-    y   —,-.._/ 
'*  toxicated  with  power  :  neither  could  he  be  /educed  to  accept  of  a 
"*'  crown  which  was  offered  to  him,  nor  I  to  retain  a  dominion  which 
li  is  aEtualls  in  my  hands. 

"  I  do  not  mention  any  paft  action  from  •  oftentation,  or  with  a 
"  view  to  profit  by  the  advantage  it  gives  me,  but  merely  to  mow, 
"  that  I  know  the  value  of  my  prefent  conduct,  and  have  made  it 
"  my  choice,  becaufe  I  think  it  more  glorious  than  any  .other  con- 
"  duel  I  could  hold. 

"  I  might,  indeed  (not  to  drag  any  more  the  name  of  my  father 
"  into  this  argument),  challenge  any  one  to  compare  with  myfelf  in 
"  the  part  which  I  now  act.  Being  at  the  head  of  great  and  well 
"  appointed  armies  attached  to  my  perfon  j  being  mafter  of  the 
"  fcas  within  the  pillars  of  Hercules ;  of  all  the  towns. and  provinces 
"  of  this  mighty  empire,  without  any  foreign  enemy,  or  domeftic 
*'  {"edition  to  moleft  me  ;  being  cheerfully  acknowledged  and  obeyed 
"  as  fovereign  in  profound  peace,  I  now  willingly  and  of  my  own 
"  accord  refign  the  whole,  from  a  regard  to  my  fellow  citizens,  and 
"**  from  a  refpect  for  the  laws  of  my  country, 

"  What  I  have  to  apprehend,  is  not  your  infenfibility  to  the  merit 
"  of  what  I  perform,  but  your  doubt  of  its  reality,  and  of  the  fm- 
"  cerity  of  my  intention  ;  but  you  give  credit  to  illuftrious  examples 
"  recorded  of  former  times.  You  admit  that  the  Horatii  and  the 
"  Decii,  that  Mucius,  Curtius,  and  Regulus  expofed  themfelves  to 
"  danger,  even  rufhed  upon  certain  deftruction  to  eftablifh  forthem- 
"  felves  a  reputation  after  death.  Why  fhould  not  I,  to  enjoy,  even 
"  during  my  lifetime,  a  fame  far  fuperior  to  theirs,  perform  the 
*'  action  which  I  now  propofe  ?  Were  the  ancients  alone  porTeiTed  of 
"  magnanimity  ?  or  is  the  age  become  barren  and  unable  to  bring 
■"  forth  fuch  examples  ? 

Vol..  III.  Zz  "Think 
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BOOK  «  Think  not,  however,  that  I  mean  to  revive  the  late  public  dii- 
"  tractions,  or  propofe  to  commit  the  government  to  an  unruly  and 
"  fictious  multitude.  No  j  broken  with  toil,  and  overwhelmed 
"  with  labour  as  I  am,  I  fhould  prefer  death  to  fuch  a  defertion  of 
"  the  public  caufe.  To  you,  my  Fathers,  who  poffefs  wifdom  and 
"  virtue  equal  to  the  truft,  I  refign  this  government.  Weary  with 
"  folicitude  and  care,  I  retire  from  that  envy  which  the  beft  of  men 
"  cannot  efcape,  and  prefer  the  glories  of  a  private  life  to  the  dangers 
"  of  empire.  To  your  judgments,  and  to  that  multiplicity  of  coun- 
w  fel  which  mud  in  wifdom  ever  excel  the  reafon  and  underftand- 
"  ing  of  any  fingle  perfon,  I  now  commit  the  republic.  I  therefore 
"  adjure  you,  in  confederation  of  any  fervice  which  I  may  have  ren- 
"  dered  to  my  country,  either  in  a  civil  or  military  capacity,  that 
"  you  will  fuffer  me  to  retire  in  quiet,  and  give  me  an  opportunity 
"  to  evince,  that  I  know  how  to  obey  as  well  as  how  to  command  j 
"  and  that,  while  in  power,  I  impofed  no  condition  upon  others, 
*'  with  which,  as  a  fubjecT:,  I  am  not  myfelf  willing  to  comply.  In 
**  this  capacity,  my  confeience  tells  me,  that  unguarded  and  unat- 
"  tended  I  may  rely  for  fafety  on  your  affection,  and  that  I  have 
tC  nothing  to  fear,,  either  in  the  way  of  violence  or  infult.  But,  if 
"  there  fhould  be  a  danger  from  any  fecret  enemy,  (for  what  perfon 
*'  ever  palled  through  fcenes  like  thofe,  in  which  I  have  acted,  with— 
"  out  creating  fome  private  enemies  ?)  it  is  better  to  die,  than  to 
"  purchafe  fecurity  by  enflaving  my  country.  If  the  event  fhould 
14  be  fatal,  pofterity  at  leaft  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  that  fo  far 
'*  from  feeking  a  kingdom  at  the  expence  of  the  blood  of  other 
"  men,  I  have  freely  refigned  one  at  the  hazard  of  my  own.  Who- 
K  ever  wrongs  me,  will  have  the  immortal  Gods  and  you  for  their 
"  enemies ;  they  will  perifh,  as  the  murderers  of  my  father  have 
u  perifhed,  leaving  their  names  as  monuments  of  divine  juftice  and 
"  wrath.     In  this,  every  one  has  had-hisjuft  retribution  ;  my  father 
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*{  is  placed  among  the  Gods,  and  is  veiled  with  eternal  glory; 
"  his  murderers  have  undergone  the  punilhment  due  to  their 
"  crimes. 

"  All  men  are  born  to  die ;  but  he  who  dies,  as  well  as  lives  with 
"  honour,  in  fome  meafure  difappoints  his  fate,  and  acquires  a  fpe- 
"  cies  of  immortal  life.  I  have  lived,  as  I  trull,  with  honour ;  the 
"  other  and  lefs  arduous  part  of  my  tafk,  I  hope  is  likewife  in  my 
"  power.  I  now,  therefore,  reflore  to  you  the  arms,  the  govern- 
"  ments,  the  revenue,  and  all  the  legal  powers  of  the  common- 
*'  wealth.  Be  not  difmayed  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  object  on  the 
"  one  hand,  nor  receive  it  too  lightly  on  the  other.  My  counfel,  in 
"  what  relates  to  matters  of  moment,  fhall  be  freely  given. 

"  Let  the  law  be  the  unalterable  rule  of  your  conduct.  In  the 
"  adminiflration  of  government,  a  determinate  order,  though  at- 
"  tended  with  fome  inconveniency,  is  preferable  to  fluctuation  and 
■**  frequent  change,  which,  aiming  at  improvement,  renders  the  con- 
"  dition  of  men  precariotls  and  uncertain. 

*'  In  private  therefore,  as  well  as  in  public  life,  comply  with  the 
"  laws ;  not  as  perfons  who  aim  at  impunity  merely,  but  as  perfons 
"  who  aim  at  the  rewards  which  are  due  to  merit. 

"  Commit  the  provinces,  whether  in  peace  or  war,  to  men  of 
*'  wifdom  and  virtue ;  do  not  envy  each  other  the  emoluments  that 
"  attend  the  public  fervice  ;  ftrive  not  for  profit  to  yourfelves,  but  for 
"  fecurity  and  profperity  to  the  commonwealth ;  reward  the  faithful, 
"  punilh  the  guilty  ;  not  only  confider  the  public  property  as  too 
"  facred  to  be  invaded,  but  confider  even  your  private  poffefTions  as 
"  a  debt  which  you  owe  to  the  State.  Manage  well  what  is  your 
"  own ;  covet  not  what  belongs  to  others  ;  wrong  not  your  allies  or 
u  fubjects  ;  do  not  raihly  provoke  any  power  to  hoftility,  nor  meanly 
"  ftand  in  fear  of  thole  who  are  dilpofed  to  be  your  enemies.     Be 
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"  always  armed,  but  not  againft  each  other,  nor  againft  thofe  who. 
4  are  inclined  to  peace.  Supply  your  troops  regularly  with  what  is 
"  appointed  for  their  pay  and  fubfiftence,  that  they  may  not  be 
"  tempted  to  fupply  themfelves  by  invading  the  property  of  their 
"  fellow  citizens  ;.  keep  them  under  ftrict  difcipline,  that  they  may 
"  refpecl:  their  duty  as  guardians  of  the  public  peace,  and  not  be- 
"  come,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  thdr" force,  a  fchool  for  violence 
M  and  the  commiflion  of  crimes. 

"  Such  in  general  are  the  rules  of  your  conduct,  of  which  it  is  not" 
"  neceffary  to  make  the  particular  applications :  thefe  are  fufficiently 
"  evident.  One  thing  only  I  will  mention,  before  I  conclude.  If 
"  you  conform  yourfelves  to  thefe  rules,  you  will  be  happy,  and  you 
"  will  owe  thanks  to  me,,  for  having  placed  the  adminiftration  in 
"  your  hands  ; .  but,  if  you  depart  from  them,  you  will  make  me  to 
"  repent  of  what  I  now  do,  and  you  will  relapfe  into  all  the  dif- 
*  orders  from  which.  L  have  fo  happily  refcued  the  common- 
"  wealth." 

Such  is  the  purport  of  a  fpeech,  faid  to  have  been  delivered  by 
O&avius,  in  announcing  his  intention  to  reflgn  the  empire.  The 
performance  may  not  appear  worthy  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is 
afcribed,  and,,  like  other  fpeeches  recorded  in  ancient  hiftory,  may 
have  been  framed  by  the  hiftorian  IS.  The  cccafion  however  was 
remarkable,  and  this  fpeech  having  been  committed  to  writing,  may 
have  been  preferved  in  the  records  of  the  Senate.  The  hiftorian 
may  have  copied  it  from  thence;  or,  if  difpofed  to  fabricate  a 
fpeech,  could  not  in  this  cafe,  without  detection,  fubftitute  any  fidion 
fax  what  was  real.  The  compoiirion  indeed  may  have  fuffered  in 
the  foft  tranflation  ",  as  well  as  in  this  extrad  or  paraphrafe  of  it  -, 

il  Dio.  Caff.  »?  Froni  the  Latin  to  Creek., 
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but  the  matter,  though,  not  fuch  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  conqueror  of  the  Roman  empire  on  a  ferious  occafion,  and  in  the 
actual  exertion  of  all  his  abilities,  yet  is  fuch  as  we  may  fuppofe  Oc- 
tavius  to  have  employed  in  fupporting  an  affirmed  character,  and  in 
proposing  what  he  did  not  wifh  to  obtain. 

The  references  which,  in  ufhering  in  this  pretended  refignation, 
are  made  to  the  diforders  of  the  late  republic  ;  the  arguments  which 
are  made  ufe  of  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  a  purpofe  to  refign  the  go- 
vernment of  it,  and  the  orientation  of  great  merit  in  making  this  fa- 
crifice,  are  well  enough  fuited  to  the  part  which  the  fpeaker  was  act- 
ing, and  to  the  folicitude  under  which  he  fpoke,  not  to  make  too 
deep  an  impreflion,  nor  to  be  taken  at  his  word.  The  barefaced  and' 
palpable  impofture  in  which  he  was  engaged,  did  not  admit  of  the 
dignity  which  might  have  been  expected  in  fo  high  a  place;  and,  if 
the  hiftory  of  this  pretended  refignation  were  not  confirmed  by  the 
united  teftimony  of  many  writers,  and  ftill  more  by  the  lafting  ef- 
fects of  it,  in  the  forms  and  in  the  ftate  of  the  empire,  the  want  of 
dignity  in  other  parts  of  this  bufinefs,  as  well  as  in  the  tenor  of  this- 
fpeech,  might  create^a  doubt  of  its  veracity  ;  but  the  fame  forms  of  re- 
fignation were  again  repeated,  and  great  feltivals IS  at  certain  periods- 
were  held  on  this  account. 

As  foon  as  this  fpeech  was  ended,  notwithftanding  the  many  evils 
which  had  been  recently  felt  under  the  republic,  it  is  probable,  that- 
if  Octavius  had  appeared  to  be  fincere  in  making  it,  his  propofal  to 
reftore  the  commonwealth  would  have  been  received  with  joy- 
There  were  yet  many  who  revered  the  ancient  conftitution,  and 
lamented  the  lofs  of  their  own  political  confequence.  Some,  who 
would  have  been  glad  to  renew  the  competition  for  power  and  domi- 
nion which  had  been  recently  decided,  and  many,  who  would  have 
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B  o  o  K  rejoiced  to  find  fo  much  confequence  at  once  bellowed  on  the  order 
of  Senators  to  which  they  themfelves  had  been  unexpectedly  raifed  j 
but  as  much  care  had  been  taken  in  the  nomination  of  Senators,  to 
fill  this  affembly  with  unambitious  men  who  were  likely  to  prefer 
peace  to  every  other  object,  or  with  men  of  a  fervile  call,  who 
would  follow  the  cry  when  railed  to  confirm  the  emperor's  power, 
it  is  probable,  that  proper  perfons  were  prepared  to  lead  the  Way  in 
the  part  which  the  Senate  was  to  take  on  this  occafion, 

The  majority  of  the  meeting  indeed  was  furprifed  and  perplexed^ 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  that  Qctavius  wifhed  to  have  his  pro- 
pofal  rejected  ;  but  it  would  have  been  an  ill  manner  of  paying 
court,  to  appear  to  have  penetrated  his  defign.  It  was  neceflary 
to  affect  implicit  faith  in  the  fincerity  of  his  purpofe,  at  the  fame 
time  to  withftand  the  execution  of  it  in  the  molt  peremptory  man- 
ner. This  ground  being  pointed  out  by  thofe  who  were  in  the  con- 
cert, or  by  thofe  who  had  difcernment  enough  to  perceive  it,  was 
inftantly  feized  by  the  whole  alfembly  l9.  They  befeeched  Octavius, 
as  with  one  voice,  not  to  abandon  the  commonwealth  ;  obferved,  that 
fervices,  frill  greater  than  thofe  he  had  already  performed,  were  yet 
due  to  the  republic  ;  that  the  fear  of  his  intending  to  refign  the  go- 
vernment, had  already  filled  the  minds  of  the  People  with  a  cruel 
anxiety  ;  that  he  alone  could  quiet  their  apprehenfions,  by  not  only 
remaining  at  the  head  of  the  empire,  but  by  accepting  the  govern- 
ment in  fuch  a  formal  manner,  as  would  give  them  aflurance  of  his 
continuing  to  hold  it  *°, 

To  this  requeft,  Odlavius  was  inexorable ;  but  he  was  prevailed 
upon  not  to  lay  the  whole  load  of  adminiftration  at  once  on  the  Se- 
nate. He  was  willing  to  adminifter  fome  part  of  the  government 
for  a  limited  time,  and  to  retain  the  command  of  the  army  for  ten 

'•  Zonar.   lib.  x.  c.  34.  *°  JDio.  Caff.  lib.  liii.  c.  1 1. 
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years  ;  to  continue  his  inflection  over  fome  of  the  moft  refractory  CHAP, 
provinces,  fuch  as  were  yet  unfettled,  fuch  as  were  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated, fuch  as  had  many  inacceffible  retreats,  under  the  favour  of 
which  the  People  ftill  continued  unfubdued,  or  Mill  in  condition  to 
rebel.  He  agreed  to  take  charge  of  fuch  provinces  on  the  frontier, 
as,  being  contiguous  to  warlike  and  hoftile  neighbours,  were  expofed 
to  frequent  invafion  ;  but  fuch  as  were  already  pacific,  and  accuftomed 
to  civil  forms,  fuch  as  were  reconciled  to  the  tribute  which  they  paid, 
Ee  infilled  that  the  Senate,  as  the  more  eafy  and  profitable  part  of 
the  government,  mould  take  under  their  own  adminiftration  ;  and 
that  they  fhould  be  ready  to  relieve  him  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
his  burden,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  to  which  he  limited  his 
acceptance  of  the  military  command. 

By  this  imaginary  partition  of  the  empire,  the  provinces  which 
in  Africa  had  formed  the  ftates  of  Carthage  and  Cyrene,  with  the 
kingdom  of  Numidia  ; — in  Europe,  the  more  wealthy  and  pacific 
parts  of  Spain,  the  iflands  of  Sardinia,  Sicily,  and  Crete  ;  with  the 
different  diftricts  of  Greece,  Epirus,  Macedonia,  and  Dalmatia  ;  and 
beyond  the  iEgean  fea,  the  rich  province  of  Afia,  with  the  kingdoms 
of  Bithynia  and  Pontus,  were  committed  to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Emperor  ftill  retained,  under  his  own  immediate  charge, 
the  more  warlike  diftricts  in  Spain,  in  Gaul  and  in  Syria,  with 
the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  great  military  ftations  and 
reforts  of  the  legions  on  the  Euphrates,  the  Danube,  and  the 
Rhine  ".  Some  time  afterwards,  under  pretence  of  a  war  which 
arofe  in  Dalmatia,  he  accepted  of  this  province,  in  exchange  for  the 
illand  of  Cyprus,  and  the  diftricl:  of  Narbonne. 

*'  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  liii.  c.  12.     Strabo,  lib.  xvii.  fifle, 
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It  was  underftood,  that  the  emperor  and  the  Senate,  in  their  qua- 
lity of  partners  in  the  fovereignty,  ihould  have  the  nomination  of 
governors  in  their  refpecnve  provinces  ;  that  thofe  named  by  the  Se- 
nate ihould  be  civil  officers  merely,  with  the  title  of  Proconful,  but 
without  the  power  of  the  fword  or  any  military  rank,  and  they 
were  not  to  remain  in  office  longer  than  one  year ,  that  the  officers 
to  be  named  by  the  emperor,  were  to  have  military  rank,  with  the 
title  of  Propraetor,  and  were  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  his  lieutenants, 
accountable  only  to  himfelf,  and  to  hold  their  commiffions  tluring  hi; 
\pleafure  \\ 

Erom  the  reformations  which  OcTavius  now  made  in  the  eftabliih- 
.ment  of  the  provinces,  it  appeared  that  he  himfelf  clearly  underftood 
the  circumftances  by  which  thofe  members  of  the  empire  had  be- 
come too  great  for  the  head,  and  by  which  the  dependencies  of  the 
republic  had  become  the  means  of  its  ruin  ;  that  he  looked  back  to 
the  fteps,  by  which  the  firft  Cxfar  and  himfelf  had  advanced  to  domi- 
nion, and  wiihed  to  efface  the  track,  in  order  that  no  one  might  fol- 
low it,  or  employ  the  fame  means  to  fupplant  himfelf,  which  Julius 
Casfar  had  employed  to  fubvert  the  republic. 

The  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire  had  been  hitherto  not  fo 
much  the  demefne  of  the  commonwealth,  as  the  property  of  private 
citizens,  by  whom  they  were  conveyed  from  one  to  another  by  quick 
fucceffion.  As  they  were  received  in  truft  for  the  republic,  without 
any  particular  affignment  of  a  ihare  in  the  profits",  great  part  was 
diverted  to  private  ufes  ;  or  where  great  funis  were  to  be  accounted 

11  Dio.  Caff.   lib.  liii.    c.  13.  virions  and  forage  for  the  numerous  retinue  or 

'-3  The  provincial  officers  under  the  republic  court  that  11  fually  attended  them.  Thefe  powers 

.had    no    falary,    nor   public    appoiniments.  being  abufed,  it  was  propofed  that  the  pro- 

THey  were  underftood  to  fubfiit  at   the  ex-  vincial  officers  ihould  be  fupplied  by  contract ; 

pence  of  the  provinces  ;  and  in  their  jour-  but  the  leaders  of  faclion  at  Rome  went  forth 

cities  were  allowed  to  imprefs  horfes  and  car-  to  the  provinces,  with  a  power  that  could 

triages,  and  to  demand  every  fupply  of  pro  not  be  reftrained  by  any  rutes  whatever. 
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for  to  the  flate,  there  was  much  extorted  likewife  to  enrich  indi-    c  H  A  p* 
viduals  by  peculation  and  oppreffion.  L— N— «/ 

From  their  ftations  abroad,  the  officers  of  the  republic  returned  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  provinces  to  purchafe  importance  at  Rome.  If  they 
were  frequently  changed,  the  empty  hand  was  often  held  out  with  frefh 
rapacity,  and  the  full  one  brought  back  with  quicker  fucceffion  to  cor- 
rupt the  city :  if  continued  too  long,  they  acquired  the  force  of  great 
monarchs,  got  pofTeffion  of  armies  and  of  revenue,  and  had  fuf- 
ficient  refources  of  men  and  money  to  enable  them  to  make  war  on 
the  flate.  Marius  and  Sylla  fhewed  what  could  be  done  with  armies, 
levied  from  the  oppofite  factions  in  the  city  of  Rome ;  and  Julius 
C&far  fhewed  what  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  extenfive  territory,  en- 
trufted  for  a  continued  term  of  years  to  the  government  of  the 
fame  perfon.  The  republic  had  often  tottered  under  the  effect 
of  diforders  which  arofe  in  the  capital,  but  fell  irrecoverably  under 
the  blows  that  were  ftruck  from  the  provinces. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  head  of  the  empire,  of  whatever  defcription, 
whether  a  commonwealth  or  the  court  of  a  monarch,  could  not  be 
fafe  under  this  diflribution  of  power  and  truft.  Meafures  were  ac- 
cordingly now  taken  by  O&avius  to  reform  the  eftablifhment,  and  to 
reduce  the  provincial  officers  to  their  proper  flate  of  fubordination 
and  dependance.  The  duties  they  were  to  levy,  and  their  own  emolu- 
ments, were  clearly  afcertained.  The  greater  provinces  were  divided, 
and  feparate  officers  appointed  to  each  divifion.  Neither  men  nor  money 
were  to  be  levied  without  authority  from  the  Emperor  and  the  Se- 
nate, nor  was  any  officer,  to  whom  a  fucceffor  was  appointed,  to 
remain  in  his  command,  or  to  abfent  himfelffrom  Rome  above  three 
months  **.  To  fecure  the  obfervance  of  thefe  regulations,  and  to 
accelerate  the  communication  from  every  part  of  the  empire,  an  inflitu- 
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B  vi°  K    ^°n'  rei"cm^^inS  &at  0lC  tne  modem  pofts,  was  for  the  firft  time  !iv- 
v— y — ~*   troduced  in  the  ancient  world.     Couriers  were  placed  at  convenient 
ftages,  with  orders  to  forward  from  one  to  the  other  the  public  dif- 
patches.     It  was  afterwards  thought  more  effectual,  for  the  purpofe- 
of  intelligence,  to  tranfport  the  original  meffenger  to  Rome. 

In  this  eftablifhment,  the  Senate  and  the  Emperor,  in  their  refpective^ 
civil  and  military  characters,  had  their  feveral  departments,  and  their 
revenue  apart ;  what  was  collected  in  the  provinces  of  the  Senate,  went: 
to  the  iErarium  or  public  treafury;  what  was-  collected  in  the  provinces 
of  Casfar,  went  to  his  own  coffers.  The  latter  profeffed  being  no  more 
than  a  fervant  of  the  public,  appointed  for  a  limited  time ;  but,. in  being 
head  of  the  army,  he  fecured  the  fovereignty,.and  meant  to  employ  the 
Senate  only  as  an  aid  to  retain  the  army  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty. 
In  his  propofal  to  diveft  himfelf  of  the  government,  there  was  fufficient 
reafon  to  fufpect  his  fincerity  ;  but  in  this  partial  and  fuppofed  tem- 
porary refumption  of  government,  the  artifice  was  fo  obvious,  as  to 
become  a  fpecies  of  infult  upon  the  underftandings  of  mankind,. 
The  Romans,  neverthelefs,  on  this  memorable  occafion  had  learned 
to  be  courtiers,  could  affect  to  want  penetration  and  conceal,  their 
iintiments. 

The  Senate,  in  return  to  the  Emperor's  gracious  acceptance  of  the 
government,  proceeded  to  diftinguifh  his  perfon,  and  even  the  place 
of  his  relideuce,  by  many  honorary  decrees.  They  took  into  their 
ferious  confideration,  by  what  title  he  fhould  for  the  future  be  known. 
That  of  King  had  always  been  odius  at  Rome  ;  that  of  Dictator  had' 
been  feared,  ever  fince  the  fanguinary  exercife  of  its  powers  by  Sylla, 
and  it  had  been  formally  abolifhed  by  law,  foon  after  the  demife  of 
Julius  Cxfar.  The  name. of  Romulus  was  propofed,  and  thought 
due  to  Octavius,  as  the  fecond  founder  of  Rome;  but  this  name  lie 
himfelf  rejected,  not  on  account  of  the  ridicule  conveyed  in  it,  but 
on  account  of  the  implication  of  kingly  power.     The  title  of  An- 

8  guituc 
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guftus  was  in  the  end  accepted  by  him,  rather  as  an  expreflion  of  c  H  A  P. 
perfonal  refpect,   than  as  a  mark  of  any  new  or  unprecedented  dig- 
.nity  in  the  commonwealth. 

While  the  Senate  beftowed  on  their  Emperor  the  title  of  Auguftus, 
they  ordered  that  the  court  of  his  palace  fhould  be  for  ever  hung  with 
laurel,  the  badge  of  victories  that  were  ever  frefh  in  the  minds  of  the 
People,  and  with  wreaths  of  oak,  the  ufual  diftinction  of  thofe  who 
had  faved  a  fellow  citizen ;  in  token  that  the  Roman  People  were 
continaully  preferved  by  his  acceptance  of  the  fovereignty,  and  by 
the  wifdom  of  his  adminiftration. 

Octavius  from  henceforward  came  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
Auguftus.  He  had  been  fome  time  the  object  of  fear,  and  confe- 
quently  of  adulation  to  the  People,  and  was  now  probably  become 
the  object  of  that  fond  admiration,  with  which  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind regard  thofe  who  are  greatly  elevated  by  fortune.  Under  the 
.effect  of  this  fentiment,  or  lhpported  by  the  prevalence  of  it,  citizens 
of  high  rank  devoted  themfelves  to  Auguftus,  as  they  were  told  that 
■the  yaflal  devoted  "himfelf  to  his  Lord  in  fome  of  the  barbarous  can- 
tons of  Spain  and  Gaul.  They  took  an  oath  to  interpofe  their  per- 
■fons  in  all  his  dangers,  and  if  he  muftdie,  toperifhwith  him.  The 
dying,  under  pretence  of  bequeathing  fome  legacy  to  Auguftus,  in- 
troduced his  name  in  their  wills,  with  a  lavi-fh  encomium  or  flattering 
character.  Many  appointed  him  fole  heir,  or,  together  with  their 
children,  the  joint  heir  of  all  their  fortunes.  Some,  on  their  death- 
bed, bequeathed  particular  fums  to  defray  the  expence  of  facrifices 
■to  the  Gods  for  this  fignal  blefhng,  that  Auguftus  was  Jl ill  living 
ivhen  they  expired. 


3  A  2  CHAP, 
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CHAP.    II. 

State  of  the  Emperor. Condition  of  the  Empire. Amount  of  the 

Revenue  u?iknown.——  Military  Eflabl'ijlimcnts,  £sV. 

BOOK     TTN  what  degree  the  court  which  began  to  be  paid  to  Aiiguftus, 
JL  and  which  continued  during  his  reign,,  proceeded  from  defign  and  . 
fervility,  or  refpect  and  affection,  we  muft  endeavour  to  collect  from  < 
a  farther  view  of  his  life,  and  muft  fufpend  our  judgment  until  the 
fcene  of  his  trial  is  paffed.     At  the  late  formal  eftablifhment  of  the 
monarchy  in  his  perfon,  he  was  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age, 
and  had  ftill  the  afpect  of  youth.     His  complexion  is-  faid  to  have 
been  fair,,  his  eyes  bright,  and  his  features  regular  and  elegant,  .   He 
was  well  made  in  his  perfon,  and  though  below  the  middling  ftature, 
had  fo  much  the  proportions  of  a  tall  man,  as,  except  when  compared 
with  fome  perfon  who  overlooked  him,  to  appear  above  the  ordinary . 
fize.  Two-and- twenty  years  of  a  life  fo  little  advanced,  he  had  paffed  in 
the  midft  of  civil  wars,  and  in  the  conteft  for  empire,  which  was  begun  , 
by  his  adoptive  father,  and  maintained  by  himfeif.     During  feventeen  . 
of  thofe  years  he  had  himfeif  been  a  leader  of  party,  and  veered  in 
his  profeflions  and  conduct  with  every  turn  of  fortune  ;  at  one  time 
courting  the  Senate,  by  affecting  the  zeal  of  a.  citizen  in  behalf  of  the 
republic  ;  at  another  time  courting  the  veterans,  by  affecting  concern 
for  their  interefts,  and  a  zeal  to  revenge  their  late  general's  death. 
He  oppofed  himfeif  to  Antony,  or  joined  with   him  as  fuited  with 
the  ftate  of  his  affairs  ;  made  or  broke  concerts  with  the  other  leaders 
of  faction,  made  and  unmade  treaties  of  marriage  ;  even  had  intrigues 
of  pleafure  with  women  to  forward  fome  political  defign  ' ;  and  at  an 
age  when  other  young  men  have   fcarcely  any  object  but  pleafure, 


1  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  69. 

6  facrificed 
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facrificed  every  fuppofed  private  or  public  connection,  and   every    CHAP, 
friend  and  every  enemy  to  his  ambition,,  or  to  the  cool  and  deliberate 
confideration  of  his  own  conveniency. 

By  fuch  means  as  thefe  Octavius  became  fovereign  of  the  Roman 
empire  at  the  age  of  three-and-thirty  years,  the  fame  age  at  which 
Alexander,  with  the  greateft  efforts  of  ability  and  courage,  which  were 
afterwards  marred  by  equal  inftances  of  intemperance  and  folly,  effected 
the  conqueft  of  the  Perfian   monarchy.     Much,  no   doubt,  in  the. 
fortunes  of  men,-  is  to  be  imputed  to  accident.     To  this  they  owe, 
at  leaft,  great  part  of  the  occafionson  which  they  act  ;  but  the  ufe  of 
the  occafion,  and  fometimes  the  preparation  of  it,  is  their  own  ;  and 
nothing  befides  the  moil  confummate  abilities  can,  through'  a   great 
variety  of  fcenes,  retain  the  uniform  appearance  of  a  fortunate  life, 
It  is  true, ,  that  Octavius,  with  the  name  of  Csefar,  was  become  con- 
venient or  neceflary  to  the  military  faction  which  he  found  already 
formed  in  the  empire ;  that  his  youth,  and  other  circumflances,  pre- 
vented the  alarm  which  might  have  led  his  enemies  to  take  more  ef- 
fectual and  earlier  meafures  againft  him.     But  he  did  not  fail  to  im- 
prove thefe  advantages ;    affected,  when  neceflary,  to  be  the  mere 
inftrument  of  the.  army,  or  of  the  Senate,  for  obtaining  their  refpective 
purpofes;  preferved  the  fame  difcretion  in  every  ftate  of  his  fortunes; 
and,  with  the  fame  addrefs  with  which  he  fupplanted  every  rival  in 
the  conteft  for  power r  continued  to  avoid  every  offenfive  appearance 
in  the  model  of  his   government,  he  ftill  retained  the  forms  of  the 
commonwealth  ;  and,  befides  the  title  of  Auguftus,  did  not  introduce 
any  new  appellation  of  dignity  or  of  office  \ 

Every  poffible  power  under  the  republic  had  been  implied  in  the 
titles  of  Conful,  Cenfor,  Augur,  Pontiff,  and  Tribune  of  the  People. 

Some 

*  The  title  of  Princeps  had  been  ufually*    perator  had    been   given    to-  every  fuccefs- 
given  to  the  perfon  whofe  name  was  firft  in     ful  leader  of  an  army,  and  in  its  applica- 
tive rolls  of  the  Senate,  and  Auguftus  affumed     tion  to  Oftavius,  implied   no    pre-eminence 
it  in  no  other  fenfe  than  this ;  that  of  Im-     above  what  other  leaders  had  formerly  en- 
joy rd, 


o 


66  THE  PROGRESS   AND  TERMINATION 


book  Some  of  them  could,  even  under  that  form  of  government,  have ' 
been  united  In  the  fame  perfon,  as  that  of  Augur  and  Pontiff,  with  the 
office  either  of  Conful  or  Cenfor;  and  there  was  no  law  to  forbid  the 
accumulation  of  fuch  dignities  in  the  hands  of  the  fame  perfon,  pro- 
bably becaufe  it  was  deemed  fufficiently  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  of 
them  apart.  To  conflitute  a  defpotic  power,  therefore,  provided  that 
thefe  titles  could  be  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  it  was  not  neceffary  to 
introduce  any  new  forms  of  office,  nor  even  to  affume  the  name  of  Dic- 
tator. It  was  more  effectual  to  unite  the  prerogatives  of  feparate  flations 
in  the  perfon  of  one  man,  or  to  beftow  them  on  perfons,  who  would  be 
content  to  employ  them  at  the  pleafure  of  a  matter ;  and  this  me- 
thod accordingly  being  fuited  to  the  wary  policy  and  affected  mo- 
deity  of  Octavius,  could  not  efcape  him  in  the  choice  of  his  model 
In  the  character  of  Conful,  the  new  emperor  prefided  in  the  Se- 
nate, and  was  firft  executive  magiftrate  in  the  city.  In  the  cha- 
racter of  Tribune  he  could  not  only  fufpend  all  proceedings,  whether 
of  adminiftration,  of  public  council,  or  of  juftice  ;  but  like  wife  could 
punifh  with  inftant  death  any  breach  of  the  peace,  or  any  attempt 
that  was  made  on  his  own  perfon.  In  the  capacity  of  Cenfor, 
which  was  now  comprehended  in  the  office  of  Conful,  he  was  the 
fountain  of  honour,  could  pry  into  every  citizen's  private  life,  and 
could  promote  or  degrade,  at  pleafure,  every  perfon  who  had  courted 
his  favour,  or  incurred  his  diflike.  In  the  capacity  of  Augur  and 
Pontiff  he  could  over-rule  the  fuperftition  of  the  times  ;  and,  laft  of 
all,  in  the  capacity  of  Imperator,  or  head  of  the  army,  he  held,  at  his 
difpofal,  all  the  forces  of  the  empire,  both  by  fea  and  by  land.  The 
republic,  at  the  fame  time,  retained  raoft  of  its  forms.  There  were 
meetings  of  the  Senate,  and  affemblies  of  the  People ;  there  were 

joyed.     Thefe  titles,  indeed,  by  being  from  of  them  into  Prince  and  Emperor,  are  applied 

henceforward  appropriated  to  the  fovereign,  only  to  royal  perfons,  and  the  fovereigns  of 

acquired,  by  degrees,    their  fignificance   in  extenfive  dominion, 
the  original  language;  and  in  our  translation 

laws 
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laws  enacted,  and  elections  made ;  affairs  proceeded  as  ufual  in  the  C  H  A  P. 
name  of  the  Conful,  the  Cenfor,  the  Augur,  and  Tribune  of  the 
People.  The  only  change  which  had  happened,  and  that  which  the 
emperor  endeavoured  to  difguife,  was,  that  he  himfelf  acted  in  all 
thefe  capacities,  and  dictated  every  refolution  in  the  Senate,  and. 
pointed  out  every  candidate  who  was  to  fucceed  in  the  pretended 
elections. 

In  thefe  apper.rances  of  republican  government,  however,  which 
were  prefervsd  by  Octavius,  we  are  not  to  fuppcfe,  that  there  was 
any  image  of  that  mixed  conftitution,  which  fubfifts  with  lb  much 
advantage  in  fome  of  the  kingdoms  of  modern  Europe.  The  Ro- 
man Senate,  under  the  Emperors,  was  no  more  than  a  fpecies  of  privy 
council,  of  which  the  members  were  named  or  clifplaced  by  the  prince; 
and  which,  under  fome  fpecious  appearances  of  freedom  in  their 
ipeech,  were  actually  the  mere  inftruments  of  his  will. 

The  Comitia,  or  Affemblies  of  the  People,,  had  ftill  iefs  of  their 
original  dignity  or  power.  We  have  had  occafton  to  obferve,  that 
even  under  the  republic,  when  the  number  of  citizens,  fit  to  array 
in  the  field  of  Mars,  amounted  to  no  more  than  four  hundred  thou- 
sand men  ;  it  was  impofiible  that  any  adequate  number  could  be- 
aiTembled  for  any  purpofe  of  legislation  or  election.  In  the  prefent 
times,,  when  the  mutters  extended  to  four  millions,  and  the  Roman: 
citizens  were  difperfed  over  the  whole  empire,  the  affembly  of  any 
proportionable  number  was  ftill  more  impracticable.  No  precautions 
had  ever  been  taken,  even  under  the  republic,  to  prevent  the  great 
irregularities  to  which  the  afTembliea  of  the  People  were  expofed,  nor 
Was  it  ever  afcertained  what  numbers  were  neccflary  to  conftitute 
a  legal  alfenibly.  In  confequence  of  this  defect,  in.  the  latter  times. 
of  the  republic,  any  tumultuary  meeting,  however  thinly  or  partially 
auembled,  took  the  iacred"  name  of  the  Roman  People,  and  gave 
oflicers  to  the  State,  er  laws  to  the  commonwealth.     Every  faction 

which  „ 


368  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

book    -which,  by  violence  or  furprife,  could  feize  the  place  of  the  aflembly, 

*- — v '   dfo  as  to  exclude  their  opponents,  were  mailers  of  the  elections,  or 

Sovereigns  of  the  State. 

After  Julius  Caefar  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  city,  he  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  commanding  the  elections,  or  the  refolutions  of  the  People  j 
he  even  planned  the  fucceflion  that  was  to  take  place  in  his  abfence -.; 
and,  being  to  fet  out  for  Afia,  he  named  the  officers  of  State  for  five 
years.  The  Triumvirs,  in  like  circumflances,  fixed  the  fucceflion  for 
different  periods  of  an  equal  and  greater  length  ;  and  it  was  now  un- 
derstood, that  the  offices  of  State,  though  under  the  fhew  of  popular 
election,  were  actually  filled  up  by  the  emperor. 

The  apparent  refpect  which,  under  the  prefent  eflablifhment,  was 
paid  to  civil  forms  implied  no  abatement  of  the  military  power.  On 
the  contrary,  inftead  of  weakening,  it  ferved  to  fupport,  as  ufual, 
the  authority  o{  that  government,  under  which  thefe  forms  were  ob- 
ferved.  By  flattering  the  People  with  an  idea  that  their  political  confe- 
quence  was  ftill  intire,  this  femblance  of  the  antient  republic  reconciled 
them  to  the  ftate  of  degradation  into  which  they  were  fallen.  It  veiled 
the  emperor  himfelf  with  a  fpecies  of  civil  character,  and  with  a  po- 
litical cofideration  which  he  could  employ  in  fupport  of  his  military 
power,  and  which,  in  fome  meafure,  fecured  him  againfl  the  caprice 
of  troops,  who  might  think  themfelves  intitled  to  fubvert  what  they 
alone  had  eftablifhed.  It  enabled  him  to  treat  their  mutinies  as  acts 
of  treafon,  and  as  crimes  of  ftate.  He  ivas  no  longer  obliged  to 
■court  their  favour,  or  to  affect  condefcenfion,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  obedience.  He  accordingly,  in  confequence  of  the  late  votes 
of  the  Senate,  changed  the  ftyle  of  his  addrefs  to  the  legions,  calling 
them  Mdites,  not  Commilitoiies ;  Soldiers,  not  Fcllow-foldiers,  as  for- 
merly. 

This  was  probably  the  whole  amount  of  the  political  eftablifh- 
rnent  now  made  by  Octavius,  and  which  he  meant  to  employ  as  a 

flock 
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ftock  on  which  to  ingraft  his  military  power.    The  Senate  and  afiem-    c  H  A  p- 

blies  of  the  People  were  retained  only  in  name,  and  were  far  from   '       *     ' '". 

having  the  energy  of  collateral  members  in  the  government,  fuch  as 

could  check  or  controul  the  perpetual  executive,  which  was  now  efta- 

blifhed  in  the  empire :  but  we  fhall  neverthelefs  be  difappointed,  if, 

upon  a  fuppofition  of  abfolute  power  in  the  emperor,  we  expert,  in 

his  court,  the  fplendor  and  magnificence  of  a  royal  eftate. 

Octavius  Hill  lived  in  the  houfe  of  Hortenfius,  a  Roman  Senator, 
which  he  occupied  without  making  any  addition  to  it,  either  in  point 
of  dimenfion  or  ornament.  The  equipage,  retinue,  or  accommoda- 
tion of  the  imperial  family  was  not  compofed  for  fhow  and  magni- 
ficence, as  in  monarchies  long  eftablifhed.  Such  an  attempt  in  the 
eyes  of  a  decayed  republic  might  have  had  an  improper  effect,  might 
have  moved  envy,  and  not  procured  refpecl  \  The  emperor  indeed 
was  attended  with  an  armed  guard  ;  but  this  was  intended  for  fafety, 
and  not  for  parade.  He  preferved,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  exterior 
appearances  of  a  citizen,  was  accofted  by  the  .fimple  name  of  Cxfar, 
took  his  place  in  the  Senate,  in  the  theatre,  in  the  public  affembly, 
in  the  bench  of  judges.  At  funerals  he  pronounced  the  oration  that 
was  delivered  in  honour  of  the  dead ;  and  even  at  the  bar  appeared 
in  behalf  of  his  clients  *.  The  females  of  his  houfe  preferved  the 
virtue  of  notable  houfe-wives,  and  fabricated,  with  their  own  hands, 
the  fluffs  which  he  wore  in  his  drefs. 

In  refpecl  to  manners,  and  appearance  of  (late,  the  emperor,  with 
his  family,  was  not  raifed  above  the  condition  of  citizens  ;  but  he  had 
full  compenfation  in  the  extent  and  arbitrary  effects  of  his  power.  While 
he  retained  the  appearances  of  an  equal,  he  took  care  to  be  mafler;  and, 
with  no  higher  pretenfions  than  thofe  of  a   citizen,  was  more  than  a 

3  We  may  read  in  the  journal  of  a  voyage     company  great  power  as  they  do  in  modem 
made  by  Horace,  in  company  with  Maecenas,     times.      Vid.  Sat.  lib.  i.  fat.  5. 
that  much  retinue,    or  equipage,  did  not  ac-         4  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  lv.  c.  4. 

Vol.  III.  3  B  king. 
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BOOK  king.  While  he  fuffered  the  Senate  and  People  to  retain  the  antient 
s_  -.-*  __!  names  and  titles  of  fovereignty,  he  with-held  from  them  the  fubftance 
of  any  privilege  whatever.  He  perfonated  the  fimple  Senator  and  the 
citizen  with  all  the  terrors  of  military  power  in  his  hands,  and 
preferved  the  force  of  a  tyrant,  becaufe  he  could  not  affume  the  pre- 
cedence and  authority  of  a  legal  monarch. 

If  in  this  account  of  the  fovereign's  perfon  and  ftate  our  expecta- 
tions of  grandeur  are  not  fulfilled,  his  dominions  will  furpafs  the 
higheft  and  moft  enlarged  conception  we  can  form  of  their  greatnefs. 
The  Roman  empire  contained  within  itfelf,  and  in  a  very  entire  and  po- 
pulous condition,  what  had  been  the  feat  or  territory  of  many  famous 
republics  and  extenfive  empires,  or  what  has  fince,  in  modern  times, 
upon  the  revival  of  nations,  furnifhed  their  poffeffions  to  no  lefa 
confiderable  ftates  and  great  monarchies.  As  it  had  fwallowed  up 
the  ftates  of  Italy  and  Greece,  Macedonia,  the  Leffer  Afia,  Syria, 
Egypt,  Carthage,  Numidia,  Spain,  and  Gaul  to  the  Rhine  and  the 
Danube  ;  fo  there  have  fprung  from  its  ruins  many  ftates  now  formed 
within  the  Alps,  the  kingdoms  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and  France*  with 
all  the  divifions  of  the  Ottoman  empire  in  Em-ope,  Afia,  and  Africa. 
Thefe  are  its  fragments,  or  fhreds  of  the  vaft  territory  of  which  it 
was  compofed. 

This  empire  feemed  to  comprehend,  within  itfelf,  all  the  moft  fa- 
vourable parts  of  the  earth  ;  at  leaft,  thofe  parts  on  which  the  human 
fpecies,  whether  by  the  effects  of  climate,  or  the  qualities  of  the  race' 
have,  in  refpect  to  ingenuity  and  courage,  poffefled  a  diftinguilhed 
fuperiority.  It  extended  to  a  variety  of  climates,  and  contained 
lands  diverfified  in  refpecl  to  fituation  and  foil,  diftributing  the  pro- 
ductions of  nature  and  art,  fo  as  to  render  its  different  divifions 
mutually  ufeful  and  fubfervient  to  each  other.  The  communication 
between  thefe  parts,  though  remote,  was  eafy,  and  by  a  fea  which,, 

with 
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with  the  fpecies  of  Shipping  then  in  ufe,  and  with  the  meafure  of  fkill 
which  the  mariner  then  pofTefTed,  could  he  eafily  navigated. 

The  Mediterranean  being  received  into  the  bofom  of  this  empire, 
gave  to  the  whole  a  greater  extent  of  coaft,  and  to  the  inland  parts 
an  eafier  accefs  to  navigation,  than  could  be  obtained  by  any  different 
distribution  of  its  land  and  water.  In  confequence  of  this  circum- 
ftance,  the  coafts  of  the  Roman  empire,  without  meafuring  minutely 
round  the  indentures  of  creeks  and  promontories,  and  even  without 
including  the  outline  of  fome  confiderable  as  well  as  many  fmaller 
iflands,  may  be  computed  at  thirteen  thoufand  miles ;  an  extent 
which,  if  fbretched  into  a  fingle  line,  would  exceed  half  the  circum- 
ference of  the  earth.  Over  this  extenfive  coaft,  the  empire  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  numerous  fea-ports,  and  the  frequent  openings  of  gulphs 
and  navigable  rivers  ;  fo  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  extent  of  its 
territory,  the  diftance  of  any  inland  place,  the  moft  remote  from  the 
fea,  does  not  appear  to  exceed  two  hundred  miles. 

In  forming  this  mighty  dominion,  the  republic  had  united,  under 
its  territories,  all  the  principal  feats  of  induftry  then  known  in  the 
weftern  world,  had  come  into  poflemon  of  all  the  fea-ports  the  moft 
famous  for  (hipping,  and  for  the  refidence  of  merchants,  who  had 
conducted  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world.  Its  fubjects  were  pof- 
fefTed of  all  the  profitable  arts,  and  having  all  the  means  and  inftru- 
ments  of  trade,  might  be  expected  to  reap  all  the  fruits  of  commerce. 
But,  in  making  thefe  acquisitions,  the  capital  of  the  empire  had  been 
a  place  of  arms,  and  a  mere  nurfery  of  ftatefmen  and  warriors, 
more  occupied  with  the  ideas  of  fpoil  and  further  conqueft,  than  with 
the  attentions  neceffary  to  promote  the  induftry  or  the  profperity  of 
the  nations  fubjecled  to  its  power.  And  it  is  probable  that  the  Ro- 
mans, in  reducing  fo  many  feparate  nations  to  the  condition  of  pro- 
vinces, greatly  impaired  the  fources  of  wealth,  at  the  fame  time  that 

3  B  2  they 


*7*  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

B  °v°  K    they  fupprefTed  the  pretentions  to  independence  and  national  free- 
dom. 

It  might  be  hoped,  that  the  peace  now  given  to  the  empire,  and  the 
protection  which  every  province  was  to  receive  againft  the  avarice 
and  rapacity  of  fubordinate  oppreffors,  would  revive  the  purfuit  of 
lucrative  arts,  and  encourage  the  Roman  traders  to  fettle  where  the 
natives  were  not  in  capacity  to  purfue  the  advantages  of  their  fituation. 
But  even  thefe  circumftances,  without  the  aid  of  a  happier  govern- 
ment than  that  which  was  now  eftablifhed,  were  not  fufEcient  to 
repair  the  damage  formerly  fuftained  by  the  provinces  in  their  re- 
duction and  fubfequent  opprefhon.  So  that  although  Carthage,  with 
all  its  dependencies,  Egypt,  Syria,  the  LefTer  Afia,  and  Greece,  with 
all  the  trading  eftablifhments  of  Spain  and  Gaul,  were  united  under 
one  head,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  the  wealth  of  the  empire  ever 
equalled  the  mm  of  what  might  have  been  raifed  from  the  feparate 
and  independent  ftates  of  which  it  was  competed. 

The  commercial  policy  of  Rome  was  limited,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  the  fupply  of  Italy,  and  to  the  conveyance  of  what  the  provinces 
yielded  to  the  treafury  of  the  empire.  Both  thefe  objects  were 
intruded  to  mercantile  companies,  who  farmed  the  revenue,  and 
who  made  commerce  fubfervient  to  the  bufmefs  of  their  own  re- 
mittances and  exclufive  trade. 

It  were,  no  doubt,  matter  of  curicfity  to  know  the  whole  amount 
of  a  revenue  collected  from  fo  rich  and  fo  extenfive  a  territory ;  but 
we  are  deprived  of  this  fatisfacfion  by  the  filence  of  hiftorians,  or  by 
the  lofs  of  records  in  which  this  fubject  was  ftated,  Vefpafian  waa 
heard  to  fay,  That  a  fum,  fuppofed  equal  to  about  three  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  fterling,  was  required  annually  to  fupport  the 
imperial  eftablilhment 5.      This  emperor,  however,  being  rapacious 

*  Sueton.  in  Vefpaf.  c.  16, 
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or  fevere  in  his  exactions,  might  be  fuppofed  to  exaggerate  the  ne-    CHAP, 
ceffities  of  the  State  ;   but  as  this  fum  is  beyond  the  bounds  of  credi- 
bility, and  muft  lead  us  to  fufpect  a  miftake  in  the  numbers,  it  will 
not  enable  us  to  form  any  probable  conjecture  of  the  truth. 

Under  the  republic,  both  the  treafury  of  the  State,  and  the  for- 
tunes of  individuals,  were  fupplied,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  fpoils 
of  vanquished  enemies,  brought  to  the  capital  with  great  orienta- 
tion by  every  victorious  general.  To  this  fource  of  revenue  we  may 
join  the  prefents  that  were  made  by  foreign  princes  and  States,  to- 
gether with  the  military  contributions  that  were  exacted  from  the 
provinces. 

Julius  Casfar  brought,  at  once,  into  the  treafury  fixty-five  thou- 
fand  talents,  or  above  twelve  millions  and  a  half  Sterling.  As  the 
luStre  of  a  triumph  depended  very  much  on  the  fums  that  were  car- 
ried in  procefhon,  and  placed  in  the  Capitol,  Roman  officers  were 
more  faithful  Stewards  of  the  plunder  taken  from  their  enemies,  than 
they  were  probably  of  any  other  public  truSt. 

It  had  been,  for  fome  time,  the  practice  of  the  Romans  to  lay 
every  burden  on  the  conquered  provinces,  and  to  exempt  themfelves. 
This  policy  is  dated  from  the  conqueSl  of  Macedonia,  the  fpoils  of 
which  kingdom  being  joined  to  their  former  acquifitions,  put  them 
in  condition  to  effectuate  this  exemption.  It  was,  however,  but  of  Short 
duration.  The  practice  of  taxing  citizens  was  refumed  in  time  of  the 
civil  wars,  and  the  privilege,  or  rather  the  mere  defignation  of  Ro- 
mans, being  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  many  parts  of  the  empire, 
all  the  burdens  that  were  borne  by  any  Subjects  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  brought  home  into  Italy,  and  all  the  former  distinctions  gra- 
dually removed. 

Under  the  eftabiifhment  now  made  by  Augufxus  conquefts  were 
difcontinued,  or  became  lefs  frequent ;  and  the  returns  made  to  the 
treafury,  from  the  fpoil  of  enemies,,  failed  in  proportion  ;  but  ths 

7  avidity 
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BOOK  avidity  of  receiving  prefents,  the  worft  form  under  which  extortion 
can  be  exercifed,  was  ftill  indulged,  and,  as  in  every  other  defpo- 
tical  government,  became  a  confiderable  engine  of  oppreffion  6. 

The  republic,  for  the  moll  part,  in  the  latter  periods  of  her  con- 
quefts,  entered  on  the  pofTeffion  of  territories  without  any  capitula- 
tion, and  confidered  not  only  the  fovereignty,  but  the  property 
likewife  of  the  land  and  of  its  inhabitants,  as  devolving  upon  them- 
felves.  They,  in  fome  inftances,  feized  on  the  perfons  as  well  as 
the  effects  of  the  vanquifhed,  and  fet  both  to  fale.  They  leafed  the 
lands  at  confiderable  quit-rents,  or  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  the 
original  proprietors,  exacted,  under  the  appellation  of  tithes,  or 
fifths  of  corn,  fruit,  and  cattle,  a  proportion  of  the  produce.  By 
diverfifying  the  tax,  the  burden  was  made  to  fall  upon  different  fub- 
jects,  or  was  exacted  from  different  perfons,  and  by  thefe  means  the 
whole  amount  was  lefs  eafily  computed,  or  lefs  fenfibly  felt.  The 
Romans,  in  continuing  the  taxes  which  they  found  already  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  countries  they  had  conquered,  or  by  impofing  fuch  new 
ones  as  fuited  their  own  character  as  conquerors,  fet  examples  of 
every  fpecies  almoft  that  is  known  in  the  hiflory  of  mankind.  They 
levied  cuftoms  at  fea-ports,  excifes  on  many  articles  of  confumption, 
and  a  confiderable  capitation  or  poll-tax,  in  which  they  made  no 
diflinction  of  rank  or  fortune.  Thefe  modes  of  taxation,  already 
known  under  the  republic,  and  various  in  different  provinces,  now 
began  to  be  regulated  upon  the  maxims  of  a  general  policy  extending 
over  the  whole  empire. 

Some  of  the  burdens  laid  by  Octavius,  as  that  which  was  impofed 
on  the  value  of  goods  expofed  to  fale,  were  charged  directly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  army  as  a  fund  for  the  difcharge  of  their  pay,  or  an  im- 

6  There  being  no  rule  by  which  to  limit     carry  him,   ftill  refents  any  imaginary  defedr, 
the  extent  of  a  prefent,  the  perfon  who  re-     and  employs  terror  and  force  to  extort  what 


ceives  it,  allowing  the  giver  to  proceed  as  far     he  aft'etls  to  receive  as  a  gift, 
as  his  means,  or  his  defire  to  pay  court  will 
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mediate  fupply  for  their  fubfiftence  or  cloathing ;  and  by  this  fort  of  CHAP, 
impropriation  were  unalterably  fixed.  The  country,  where  any 
troops  were  quartered,  was  charged,  for  their  ufe,  with  fupplies  of 
flraw,  forage,  carriages,  corn,  bread,  provifions,  and  even  clothing. 
From  fuch  particulars  we  may  form  fome  conception  of  the  mode 
and  tendency  of  Roman  taxation,  although  we  have  no  certain  ac- 
counts, or  even  probable  conjecture,  of  the  amount  of  the  whole. 
Under  the  prefent  or  preceding  ftate  of  the  Roman  government,  there 
was  no  principle  operating  in  behalf  of  the  fubjecl:,  befides  the  fpon- 
taneous  humanity  or  juftice  of  thofe  who  exercifed  the  fovereignty; 
and  as  the  provinces  under  the  republic  had  been  ill-protected  againft 
the  rapacity  of  Proconfuls  and  Propraetors,  they  were  now  confidered, 
together  with  the  republic  itfelf,  as  the  property  of  a  matter  ;  and  the 
examples  of  taxation,  that  were  fet  by  either,  may  inftruct  a  fovereign 
how  to  profit  by  the  wealth  of  his  fubjects,  rather  than  admonifh  a  free 
people  how  to  conflitute  a  revenue,  with  the  lead  inconvenience  to 
themfelves,  or  the  leafh  poffible  injury  to  the  fources  of  wealth. 

The  fituation  of  Italy,  and  the  distribution  of  land  and  water  in  its 
neighbourhood,  had  made  .navigation  familiar  to  the  Romans  in  the 
earlieft  ages  of  the  republic.  A  confiderable  part  of  their  force,  in 
many  of  their  wars,  confifted  in  {hipping.  The  battle  of  Actium, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  the  empire,  was  fought  at  fea  ;  and  although 
the  Romans,  at  this  date,  had  fubdued  every  nation  within  reach  of 
their  feas,  and  had  no  enemy  to  fear  on  that  element ;  yet  the  trans- 
port of  armies,  the  fafety  of  their  navigation,  and  the  fuppreflion. 
of  piracies,  by  which  the  fupply  of  corn,  and  the  conveyance  of  the 
public  revenue  from  the  provinces,  were  often  interrupted,  made 
a  naval  force,  and  a  proper  diftribution  of  guard  fhips,  necefiary  to  the 
peace  and  government  of  the  empire. 

Three  capital  fleets  were  accordingly  ftationed  by  Auguflus  for 

the  fecurity  of  the  coafts ;  one  at  Ravenna,  near  the  bottom  of  the 

9  Hadriatic 
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B  o  o  K  Hadriatic  Gulph ;  one  at  Forum  Julii,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
peninfula ;  and  a  third  at  Mifenum,  the  principal  promontory  or 
head-land  of  Campania.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  numbers  of 
armed  veffels  deftined  to  ply  in  all  the  gulphs  and  navigable  rivers 
throughout  the  empire. 

The  ordinary  military  eftablifhment  confifted  of  about  five-and- 
forty  legions,  befides  cavalry  and  city  and  provincial  troops.  The 
whole,  reckoning  each  legion,  with  its  attendants  and  officers,  at  fix 
thoufand  men,  and  making  a  reafonable  allowance  for  cavalry,  may 
have  amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
this  army  was  diftributed,  the  following  particulars  only  are  men- 
tioned :  on  the  Rhine,  there  were  ftationed  eight  legions  j  on  the 
Danube,  two ;  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria,  four  ;  in  Spain,  three ; 
in  Africa,  in  Egypt,  in  Myfia,  and  Dalmatia,  each  two  legions ;  in 
the  city  were  nine,  or,  according  to  others,  ten  cohorts,  in  the  capa- 
city of  guards,  or  Praetorian  bands,  to  attend  the  perfon  of  the  em- 
peror;  and,  together  with  thefe,  three  cohorts  of  a  thoufand  men 
each,  intended  as  a  city  watch,  to  be  employed  in  preferving  the 
peace,  in  extinguishing  fires,  and  in  mpprcffing  any  other  occafional 
diforder  \ 

For  the  farther  fecurity^of  the  empire,  confiderable  territories  on 
the  frontier,  which  might  have  been  eafily  occupied  by  the  Roman 
arms,  were  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  allies,  dependant 
princes,  or  free  cities  and  republican  ftates,  who,  owing  their  iafety  to 
the  fupport  of  the  Roman  power,  formed  a  kind  of  barrier  againft 
its  enemies,  were  vigilant  to  obferve,  and  ready  to  oppofe  every  at-, 
tempt  of  invafion,  and  were  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  Roman 
armies,  and  to  fupport  them  with  Mores  and  provifions  as  oft  as  they 
had  occafion  to  act  in  their  neighbourhood.     The  republic  had  ever 

7  Tacit-us,  lib.  i. 
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cultivated  fuch  alliances  with  powers  that  were  contiguous  to  the  place  CHAP, 
of  their  operations  ;  and  frequently,  after  having  made  the  defence 
of  their  ally  the  pretence  of  a  war,  and  after  having  availed  them- 
felves  of  his  afllftance,  they,  upon  occafion  of  fome  breach  or  quarrel, 
joined  the  ally  himfelf  to  the  conqueft  which  he  had  affifled  them  to 
make.  The  fame  policy  which  had  been  ufeful  in  acquiring  the 
dominion  of  fo  great  an  empire,  was  ft  ill  employed  for  its  fafety.  In 
purfuance  of  this  policy,  the  kings  of  Mauritania,  of  the  BofphoruSi 
of  the  Lefler  and  Greater  Armenia,  of  Cappadocia,  Commagne,  Ga- 
latia  and  Pamphilia,  with  Paphlagonia,  Colchis  and  Judsea,  toge- 
ther with  the. republican  ftates  of  Rhodes,  Cyrene,  Pifidia  and  Lycia, 
acted  under  the  denomination  of  allies,  as  advanced  parties  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire,  and  encouraged  by  the  profpect  of  a  powerful 
fupport,  were  ready  to  withftand  every  enemy  by  whom  their  own 
peace,  or  that  of  the  Romans,  was  likely  to  be  difturbed, 
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CHAP.     III. 


The  Family  and  Court  of  Augiiflus.  This  pretended  Refignation  of* 

the  Empire  renevoed. The  exerclfe   of  his  Power  becomes  lefs 

dijguifed. —Death  of  Agrippa, 


B  *vt°  K  T^  t^ie  R°man  empire,  thus  fubjecled  to  a  monarch,  though 
A  planted  with  races  of  men  the  raoft  famed  for  activity  and  vigour, 
it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  materials  of  hiftory  became  lefs  fre- 
quent and  lefs  interesting  than  they  had  been  in  the  times  of  the  re- 
public, while  confined  to  much  narrower  bounds.  Under  the  do- 
minion of  a  fingle  perfon,  all  the  interesting  exertions  of  the  national, 
the  political,  and  the  military  fpirit  over  great  parts  of  the  earth,  were 
fupprelfed.  Even  in  the  capital  of  the  world,  fo  lately  agitated  with 
every  difference  of  opinion  or  interfering  of  interests,  the  operations 
of  government  itfelf  were  become  filent  and  fecret.  Matters  of 
public  concern,  confidered  as  the  affairs  of  an  individual,  were 
adjufted  to  his  conveniency,  and  directed  by  his  paffions,  or  by 
thofe  of  his  family,  relations,  or  domeftics.  The  lift  of  fuch  per- 
fons  accordingly,  with  their  characters,  difpofitions,  and  fortunes,, 
make  a  principal  part  in  .the  fubfequent  hiftory  of  this  mighty 
empire. 

Auguftus  ftill  continued  to  employ  Mecaenas  and  Agrippa  as  the 
chief  inftruments  of  his  government.  To  their  abilities  and  condudr, 
in  their  refpective  departments,  he  in  a  great  meafure  owed  the 
profperous  ftate  of  his  affairs.  He  likewife  perfevered  in  his  attach- 
ment to  Livia,  whofe  feparation  from  her  former  hufband  has  been 
already  mentioned.  Together  with  the  mother,  he  received  into 
ibis  family  her  two  fons,  Tiberius  and  Drufus.  Of  thefe  Tiberius, 
4  born 
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born  in  the  year  of  the  battle  of  Philippi,  was  now  about  twelve    CHAP. 

years  old ;  Druliis,  of  whom  fhe  was  pregnant  at  the  time  of  her    < „       / 

marriage  with  Octavius,  and  whom  fhe  brought  forth  about  three 
months  afterwards,  was  now  about  feven  years  old. 

The  emperor  having  no  children  by  Livia,  had  offspring  only 
a  daughter,  famous  by  the  name  of  Julia,  born  to  him  by  Scribonia, 
the  relation  of  Sextus  Pompeius,  with  whom  he  had  contracted  a 
marriage  of  political  conveniency,  and  of  fhort  duration.  Next  to 
this  daughter,  in  point  of  confanguinity,  were  his  fifier  Qctavia,  the 
widow,  rirft  of  Marcellus,  and  afterwards  of  Antony,  with  her  chil- 
dren by  both  her  hufbands.  Among  thefe  were,  by  her  firft  huf- 
band,  Marcella,  married  to  Agrippa,  and  the  young  Marcellus  *, 
who  being  married  to  the  emperor's  daughter  Julia,  was  looked  upon 
as  the  undoubted  reprefentative  of  the  O&avian  and  Julian  families, 
and  heir  to  the  fortunes  of  Csefar. 

Such  then  are  the  perfons  to  whom  many  parts  in  the  immediate 
fequel  of  this  narration  will  principally  refer ;  and  fuch  are  the  out- 
fet  and  firft  confiderable  lines  of  a  very  long  reign,  of  which  the  ma- 
terials will  not  furnifh,  nor  the  profeffed  intention  of  this  Hiftory 
require,  a  long  or  minute  detail. 

The  eftablifhment  now  made  by  Auguftus  has  nearly  completed 
the  revolution  of  which  it  was  propofed  to  give  an  account.  The 
defpotifm,  though  exercifed  under  the  name  of-  republic,  and  in  the 
form  of  a  temporary  and  legal  inftitution,  being  in  reality  abfolute, 
and  without  any  qualification  of  mixed  government,  it  could  not  be 
doubted  that  the  fame  powers  would  be  continued  after  the  period 
for  which  they  were  now  granted  fhould  expire,  and  that  the  empire, 
for  the  future,  muft  for  ever  fubmit  to  the  head  of  the  army  :    but 

*  In  relation  to  this  young  man,  Virgil,  in         ■ Si  qua  fata  afpera  rumpas, 

flattering    Auguftus,  lias  compofed  fo  many         Tu  Marcellus  eris,  &c. 
beautiful  lines  in  the  6th  book  of  the  Eneid. 
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BOOK    in  what  form  of  fucceffion,  or  with  what  immediate  effect  on  the 

VI. 

character  and  condition  of  thofe  who  were  fubject  to  it,  remain  to 

be  collected  from  the  fequel  of  this  and  a  few  of  the  following  reigns. 
Military  government  is  almoft  a  neceflary  remit  of  the  abufe  of 
liberty,  or,  in  certain  extremities  of  this  evil,  appears  to  be  the  fole 
remedy  that  can  be  applied1.  But,  in  order  to  know  with  how 
much  care  the  evil  itfelf  ought  to  be  avoided,  we  mull  attend  like- 
wife  to  the  full  effects  of  the  cure. 

It  appears  from  the  particulars  which  have  been  ftated,  relating  to 
the  firft  ufes  which  Octavius  made  of  his  power,  that  he  was  not 
to  be  caught  in  the  fnare  into  which  many  others  have  fallen  in  con- 
fequence  of  great  fuccefs.  In  his  profperity  he  ftill  retained  his 
vigilance,  his  caution,  and  his  induftry,  and  relied  upon  thefe 
alone  for  the  prefervation  of  what  he  had  gained.  Though  now 
fecured  by  the  pretended  forms  of  a  legal  eftablilhment,  he  continued 
attentive  to  what  was  pairing  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  frequently 
withdrew  from  the  feats  of  adulation  and  pleafure  in  the  city  of 
Rome  to  vifit  the  provinces  ;  and,  without  any  view  to  conqueft,  or 
purpofe  of  orientation  whatever,  gave  his  prefence  where  any  affairs 
of  moment  were  in  dependance,  merely  to  extend  the  effects  of  his 
government,  and  to  realize  the  dominion  he  had  planned. 

The  peace  which  immediately  followed  the  victories  obtained  on 
the  coaft  of  Epirus  and  in  Egypt,  was  the  circumftance  on  which 
Anguftus  chiefly  relied  for  the  recommendation  of  his  government,  and 
he  feems,  from  inclination  as  well  as  policy,  to  have  early  entertained 
a  maxim  favourable  to  peace  with  foreign  nations,  and  which  he 
afterwards  openly  inculcated,  that  the  bounds  of  the  empire  JJoould 
net  be  extended,  He  himfelf  had  made  fome  acquifitions  in  Dal- 
matia  and  in  Fanonia.      But  his  object,   in   making  war  in   thofe 

1  Nonaliuddiftordajitispatrisremedium  fui/Te  quam  ut  ab  uuoregeretur.     Tacit,  lib.  i. 
«.  9, 

countries, 
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countries,  had  been,'  rather  to  exercife  and  prepare  his  army  for  the  c  H  A  ?* 
conteft  he  expected  with  Antony,  than  for  any  purpofe  of  extend- 
ing his  conquefts ;  and  he  reduced  Egypt  to  a  province,  merely  to 
extirpate  the  laft  remains  of  his  rival's  party,  and  to  prevent  fur- 
ther moleftation  from  that  rich  and  powerful  kingdom.  In  his  firft 
plan  of  operations  communicated  to  the  Senate,  he  exprefTed  his  dif- 
pofition  to  acquiefce  in  the  prefent  extent  of  the  empire  ;  but  it  was 
neceffary  to  fecure  the  frontier  from  invafions,  and  to  afcertain,  though 
not  to  extend,  its  bounds.  Soon  after  his  new  model  of  govern- 
ment was  eftabliihed,  he  took  meafures  accordingly  to  reprefs  the 
diforder  which  fubfifted  in  fome  of  the  provinces,  and  to  reduce  to 
obedience  fome  cantons  on  which  the  State  had  already  a  claim  of 
fovereignty,  though  not  fully  acknowledged.  He  proceeded  to 
punifh  others,  who,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars,  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  general  diffraction  of  the  empire  to  refume  thefr 
independency,  or  to  make  war  on  the  Roman  fettlements.  He  had 
examples  of  both  forts  to  contend  with  in  different  parts  ;  in  Thrace, 
on  the  Rhine,  and  among  the  Alps,  but  chiefly  in  Spain. 

Of  all  the  provinces  that  became  fubject  to  Rome,  thofe  of  Spain 
had  been  the  mod  difficult  acquifition ;  infomuch  that,  after  all  the 
wars  fo  frequently  renewed  in  that  country,  there  were  ftill  fome  war- 
like cantons  who  continued  to  maintain  their  independence.  Among- 
thefe  the  Aftures  and  Cantabri  *  being  in  actual  rebellion,  the  emperor 
himfelf,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  ftill  pretending  a  defign  to  in- 
vade Britain,  paused  into  Gaul,  and  there  having  fixed  a  rate  of  taxation 
for  the  province,  turned  into  Spain.  He  obliged  the  rebels,  upon  his 
approach,  to  quit  their  ufual  habitations,  and  retire  to  the  mountains- 
But  finding  that  they  were  likely  to  protract  the  war,  and' to  engage 
him  in  a  fucceffion  of  tedious  and  indecifive  operations,  he  fixed  his 

5  Nations  inhabiting  the  mountainous  coafts  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay. 

quarters 
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quarters  at  Tarraco 4,  and  left  the  command  of  the  army  employed 
on  this  fervice  to  C.  AntifHus  and  Carifius.     Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Tarraco  he  entered  on  his  eight  Confulate.     From  that  place  he  fent 
Imper.  Gsfar  Terentius  Varro  to  quell  a  rebellion  of  the  Salaffi  and  the  other  na- 
dirs Taurus    t*ons  °^  tne   Alps,  anc*   ^*ent  M*  Vincius   to  punifh   fome  German 
Auguft  2<3o,    tribes,  by  whom  the  Roman   traders  frequenting;  their  country,  or 

•^"t.  36.  '       *  _  ;' 

lettled   among  them,  had  been  maliacred.     He  himielf,  while  his 

U.  C.  728.  .  ... 

imperator       generals  were  employed  in  thele  fervices,  remained  two  years  at  his 
M.Junius'      quarters  in  Spain ;  and  upon  the  elapfe  of  his  eight  Confulate,  rc- 

Augu&.  tio.    *"umeci  tnat  office  for  the  nintn  time- 

*£tat.  37.  During  the  refidence  of  Auguftus  in  Spain,  arrived  the  famous  in- 

ference or  appeal  from  the  Parthians,  fubmitting  to  his  decifion  a 
conteft  for  the  throne  of  their  kingdom 3.  The  competitors  were 
Phraates  and  Tiridates.  The  firft  having  been  in  poffeffion,  was 
expelled  by  a  powerful  infurre&ion  of  the  people  in  favour  of  his 
rival :  but,  after  a  little  time,  having  affembled  his  forces  and  his 
allies,  he  attacked  Tiridates,  obliged  him  to  fly  in  his  turn,  and  to 
take  refuge  in  the  contiguous  province  of  the  Roman  empire.  This 
exile,  having  the  fon  of  his  rival  a  prifoner,  proceeded  to  Rome,  and 
from  thence  to  the  quarters  of  the  emperor  in  Spain.  At  the  fame 
time  arrived  an  embaffy  from  Phraates,  then  in  actual  poffeffion  of 
the  throne,  defiring  that  Tiridates  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and 
that  his  fon  fhould  be  reftored.  Both  parties  offered  honourable 
terms  to  the  Romans,  particularly  the  reftoration  of  all  the  captives, 
and  of  all  the  trophies  taken  either  from  Craffus  or  from  Antony,  in 
their  unfortunate  invafions  of  that  kingdom. 

Auguftus  willingly  accepted  of  thefe  terms ;  but  affecting  to  refer 
the  Parthian  difpute  to  the  Roman  Senate,  gave  inftructions  that  the 

4  Tarragona.  lib.  vi.   c.  21.     Velleius.     Liv.  Epitome, 

5  JDio.  Call',  lib.  liii.  c.  22  Sc 25.     Orofms,       lib.cxxxiv.     Dio.  Cafl'.  lib.  liii.  c.  33. 

fon 
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Ton  of  Phraates  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  father,  but  that  Thidates    CHAP. 

in. 
fhould  not  be  delivered  up  to  his  enemy 6. 

By  this  tranfadion,  though  a  pacific  one,  the  difgrace  incurred  by 
the  Roman  legions  in  Parthia  was  fuppofed  to  be  entirely  effaced. 
And  it  being  faid  that  Auguftus,  on  this  occafion,  had  performed,  by 
the  authority  of  his  name,  what  other  Roman  leaders  had  attempted 
in  vain  by  force  of  arms,  he  had  a  variety  of  honours  decreed  to 
him  by  the  Senate.  It  paffed,  among  other  refolutions,  that  his 
name  fhould  be  infcribed  among  thole  of  the  gods  in  the  addrefs 
of  the  public  hymns  ;  that  one  of  the  Roman  tribes  fhould  be  named 
the  Julian  Tribe,  in  honour  of  him ;  that  he  fhould  wear  the  tri- 
umphal crown  at  all  public  entertainments  ;  that  all  Roman  Senator?, 
who  had  been  prefent  at  any  of  his  victories,  fhould  attend^  his  tri- 
umphs dreffed  in  purple  robes  ;  that  the  anniverfary  of  his  return  to 
Rome  mould  be  obferved  as  a  feftival ;  that  he  fhould  have  the 
nomination  of  perfons  to  be  honoured  with  the  prieflhood,  and  fhould 
fill  up  the  lift  to  any  numbers  he  thought  proper.  From  this  time 
forward,  accordingly,  the  number  was  fuppofed  to  be  unlimited. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  this  negociation  with  the  Parthians,  the. 
operations  of  the  armies  in  Spain  and  Germany  were  brought  to  a 
fuccefsful  period.  Caius  Antiftius  being  attacked  by  the  Cantabri, . 
obtained  a  complete  victory,  and  obliged  that  people  again  to  take 
feparate  retreats  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  where  numbers  of 
them  were  reduced  by  famine,  and  others,  being  inverted  in  their 
flrong  holds,,  and  in  danger  of  being  taken,  chofe  to  perifh  by  their 
own  hands. 

Carifius  was  equally  fuccefsful  againft  the  Afturi ;  obliged. them 
to  abandon  their  habitations,  or  to  fubmit  at  difcretion '. 

6  Juflin,  lib.  xlii.  c.  5.     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liii.  c.  33.     Velleius  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  91.  ■ 

7  Dio.  Call;  lib.  Iiii.  c.  25. 

Terentius 
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B  o  o  K  Terentius  Varro,  having  invaded  the  Salaffi,  or  Piedmontefe,  on 
different  quarters,  made  them  agree  to  pay  a  contribution,  and,  under 
pretence  of  levying  it,  fent  an  army  in  feparate  divifions  into  their 
countiy ;  and  thus  having  them  at  his  mercy,  exercifed  a  cruelty  of 
which  too  many  examples  are  to  be  found  in  every  period  of  antient 
hiftory.  He  ordered,  that  all  the  children  and  youth  of  the  nation, 
thus  taken  by  furpiize,  fhould  be  put  up  for  fale  ;  the  buyer  being  re- 
quired to  come  under  engagements,  that  none  of  this  unhappy  people, 
thus  fold  for  flaves,  fhould  be  reftored  to  freedom,  or  allowed  to 
return  to  their  own  country,  till  after  an  interval  of  twenty  years 8. 

About  the  fame  time  Auguflus  received  from  the  army  the  title  of 
Imperator,  and  from  the  Senate  the  offer  of  a  triumph,  on  account 
of  the  victories  gained  by  his  lieutenants.  The  laft  of  thefe  honours  he 
declined ;  but  took  occafion  to  exhibit  games  in  Spain,  in  name  of 
his  nephew  Marcellus  and  of  his  flep-fon  Tiberius,  whom  he  wifhed 
to  recommend  to  the  army  by  this  act  of  munificence.  He  likewife 
diftributed  lands,  both  in  Spain  and  in  the  Cifalpine  Gaul,  to  the 
foldiers  who  were  difcharged  from  the  legions,  and  on  this  occafion 
built  the  Augufta  Emeritorum 9  in  Spain,  and  the  Augufta  Pretoria  * 
on  the  defcent  of  the  Alps  towards  Italy.  In  conformity  with  his 
general  plan  of  dividing  the  provinces,  he  feparated  Spain  into  three 
governments,  the  Bcetica,  Lufitanica,  and  Taraconenfis.  The  firft  was 
included  under  the  department  of  the  Senate,  the  other  two  had 
been  referved  to  himfelf. 

Gaul  was,  at  the  fame  time,  divided  into  four  feparate  govern- 
ments ;  the  Narbonenfis,  Acquitania,  Lugdunenfis,  and  Celtica  or 
Eelgica.  Upon  this  increafe  of  the  number  of  provinces,  additional 
officers,  particularly  in  the  capacity  of  Quseftors,  became  neceffary. 
All  who  had,  for  ten  years  preceding  the  date  of  thefe  arrangements, 

*  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liii.  c.  25.  9  Now  Merida.  *°  Now  Aofte. 

held 
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held  the  office  of  Quaeftor  in  the  city,  without  fuccecding  to  any   c  l*  A  p> 

^^"  ill. 

foreign  employment,  were  now  ordered  to  caft  lots  for  the  vacant    ' v-—* 

ftatiohs. 

The  general  peace  being  again  reftored,  by  the  fuccefsful  operations 
of  the  army  in  different  quarters  of  the  empire,  the  gates  of  Janus 
oncejmore  were  fhut,  and  a  column  was  erected  on  a  fummit  of  the 
Alps,,  bearing  an  infcription,  with  the  names  of  forty-eight  feparate 
nations  or  cantons,  who  were  now  reduced  to  obedience  under  the 
aufpices  of  Auguftus ". 

The  emperor  being  on  his  return  to  Rome,  and  having  accepted   U.  C.  729. 
of  a  tenth  Confulate,  the  ceremony  of  his  admifiion  into  office  was    iomo.  C. 
performed  before  his  arrival  on  the  firft  of  January,  with  a  renewal   Fiaccus, 
of  the  oaths  formerly  taken  by  the  People,  that  they  would  obferve  ^al\  4to" 
his  decrees.     The  Senate,  at  the  fame  time,  being  informed  that  he 
intended  to  make  a  donation  to  the  People,  amounting  to  a  hundred 
denarii  for  each  perfon ;  but  that,  from  refpect  to  the  laws  which 
gave  them  a  negative  on  fuch  donations,  he  meant  to  defer  the  pub- 
lication of  his  intention  until  he  had  their  confent ;  they  immediately 
paiTed  a  decree,  giving  him  full  exemption  from  every  law  or  form 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  empowering  him  '"  to  govern  in  all  mat- 
ters according  to  his  own  will.     This  decree,  of  which  the  effect 
was  not  fo  much  to  veft  him  with  any  new  powers,  as  to  remove 
the  veil  from  that  power  of  which  he  was  already  poffeffed,  it  is 
probable,  from  his  caution  in  other  matters,  he  would  have  gladly 
avoided.     At  his  return,  after  fo  long  an  abfence,  he  was  received 
by  all  orders  of  men  with  every  demonftration  of  joy.     Having  al- 
ready been  flattered  in  his  own- perfon  with  every  mark  of  diftindion 
and  honour,  he  was  now  courted  in  the  perfon  of  his  favourite  ne- 
phew Marcellus.     This  young  man  was  admitted,  by  a  formal  decree^ 

"  Plin.  Kb.  xix.  c.I.  "  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liii,  c.  28. 

Vol.  III.  3  D  to 
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B  °v?  K  to  a  place  In  the  Senate  among  the  members  of  Praetorian  rank,  and 
was  allowed  to  fue  for  the  Confulate  ten  years  before  the  legal  age. 
Livia  too  had  a  (hare  in  thefe  flatteries,  by  a  like  privilege  beflowed 
on  her  fon  Tiberius,  though,  in  order  to  retain  fome  difLinclion  be- 
tween the  favourite  nephew  and  the  ftep-fon  of  the  emperor,  the  de- 
cree in  favour  of  Tiberius  only  bore  that  he  might  fue  for  the  Con- 
fulate five  years  before  the  legal  age. 

In  the  mean  time  Marcellus  held  the  office  of  iEdile,  and  Tiberius 
that  of  QvuEftor.  The  firft,  to  fignalize  his  magistracy,  ordered  that 
that  part  of  the  forum  or  fpace  in  which  the  courts  of  juftice  were 
held,  which  till  then  had  been  always  uncovered  and  expofed  to  the 
open  air,  fhould  be  fhaded  with  a  covering  or  awning  of  cloth  '\ 

During  the  abfence  of  the  emperor,  the  plans  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  better  government  of  the  city,  for  adorning  it  with 
public  buildings,  and  for  repairing  the  highways  throughout  Italy, 
were  carried  into  execution  by  Agrippa.  The  repair  of  the  high- 
ways had  been  affigned,  in  feparate  lots,  to  fuch  of  the  Senators  as 
were  fuppofed  able  to  defray  the  expence  of  it ;  and,  among  thefe, 
the  Flaminian  Way  had  been  affigned  to  Auguftus  himfelf.  The 
town  was  divided  into  quarters  or  diftricts,  under  proper  officers, 
annually  chofen  or  taken  by  lot ;  and  a  watch  was  eftablifhed,  to  pre- 
vent diforders,  and  to  guard  againft  fire. 

The  channel  of  the  river,  in  a  great  meafure,  choked  up  with 
heaps  of  rubbiih  from  the  ruins  of  houfes,  that  formed  consider- 
able banks  and  iflands  in  the  midft  of  it,  and,  at  every  flood, 
forced  great  inundations  into  the  ftreets,  was  now  effectually  cleared'*. 
The  Septa  Julia,  or  place  of  affembly,  called  the  Julian  Place,  in 
honour  of  the  emperor,  was  repaired,  adorned,  and  dedicated.  A 
temple  was  erected  to  Neptune,  in  memory  of  the  late  naval  victories* 

13  Quantum  mutatis  moribus  Catonis  cenforii  qui  fternendum  quoque  forum  muricibus 
tenfuerat.     Plia.  Mat.  HilL  lib.iii.  c.  20.  '4  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  29,  3c 

Th« 
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The  portico  of  the  Pantheon  was   finifhed  about  this  time ;  within    c  **  A  p« 
was  placed,  among  the  images  of  the  gods,  a  ftatue  of  Julius  Ccefar; 
in  the  veftible,    or   portico,    were    placed   thofe  of   Auguftus   and 
Agrippa ,s. 

The  emperor,  upon  his  approach  to  the  city,  publilhed,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  lately  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Senate,  his  intention 
to  diftribute  to  the  citizens  a  hundred  denarii  a  man.  In  this  it 
appears  that  the  Roman  People  had  Mill  retained  the  worfl  and  molt 
corrupting  part  of  their  republican  privileges,  that  of  receiving 
gratuities  in  money  and  corn,  as  well  as  that  of  being  frequently 
amufed  with  expenfive  {hows.  By  the  firft  they  were  fupported  in 
idlenefs,  and  by  the  other  taught  difhpation,  and  made  to  forget 
the  Mate  of  political  degradation  into  which  they  were  fallen.  At  the 
games  exhibited  in  the  preceding  year  by  the  Praetor  Servilius,  it  is 
laid,  that  three  hundred  bears,  and  an  equal  number  of  African  wild 
beads,  were  baited  or  hunted  down'5. 

The  restoration  of  peace  being  a  principal  point  on  which  Auguftus 
valued  himfelf  with  the  Public*  the  gates  of  Janus,  in  a  few  of  the 
firft  years  of  his  reign,  had  been  already  three  times  repeatedly 
ihut  ".  But  on  a  frontier  fo  exteniive,  befet  on  the  one  hand  by  fierce 
nations,  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  on  the  other,  by  armies,  whofe 
commanders  were  fond  of  opportunities  to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  it  was 
not  pofiible  long  to  avoid  every  fpeeies  of  war.  Soon  after  the  em- 
peror had  withdrawn  from  Spain,  leaving  the  command  in  Luiitania 
to  L.  iEmilius,  the  Caritabn  and  Aftures,  ftill  impatient  of  the  do- 
minion to  which  they  had  lately,  in  appearance,  made  a  perpetual 
fubmifllon,  took  a  refolution  again  to  fhake  off  the  Roman  yoke. 
Propofmg  to  give  the  firft  intimation  of  their  defi'gn  by  a  ftroke  of 
importance,  they  drew  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Roman  army  into 

x  ,s  Dio.  CafT.  lib.  liii.  C.  22.  5;c.  &c.  "  Ibid..c.  27.         ■'  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  22. 
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BOOK  their  country,  under  pretence  of  furnifhing  them  with  a  fupply  of 
corn  ;  and  when  they  found  them  difperfed  in  fmall  parties  to  receive 
the  propofed  diftribution,  they  put  the  whole,  or  the  greater  part,  to 
the  xword.  In  revenge  for  this  piece  of  treachery,  iEmilius  laid  their 
country  under  military  execution,  and  by  a  barbarous  policy,  to  pre- 
vent future  revolts,  cut  oft'  the  right  hands  of  the  prifoners  whofe 
lives  he  fpared  ,s» 

At  the  fame  times  Auguftus  himfelf,  though  fomewhat  contrary 
to.  the  general  fyftem  of  his  reign,  entertained  a  project  of  extending 
the  Roman  fettlements,  or  at  lead  of  making  difcoveries  on  the  fide 
of  Arabia,  and  on  the  coafts  of  the  Indian  feas.  He  was  tempted, 
probably,  by  the  profpec~t  of  getting  accefs  to  the  rare  and  coftly 
commodities,  which  the  Arabians  were  known  to  receive  from  In- 
dia '9,  and  which  they  fold  in  the  markets  of  Egypt  and  Afia  at  their 
own  price.  He  expected  to  refund  the  expence  of  his  armament 
from  the  great  treafures  of  gold  and  filver  which  the  Arabians  were 
fuppofed  to  poffefs. 

For  this  purpofe  iElius  Gallus,  the  Proprietor  of  Egypt,  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  conduct,  of  an  expedition  to  the  Gulph  of  Arabia.  This 
officer  fpent  a  confiderable  time  in  fitting  out  a  fleet  of  armed  fhips, 
which  he  afterwards  found  to  be  unneceflary,  as  the  Arabians  were 
mere  traders,  and  had  no  fhips  of  force.  In  paffing  the  gulph  with  one 
hundred  and  thirty  tranfports,  he,  by  the  unfkilfuhiefs  of  his  ma- 
riners and  pilots,  fuftained  a  great  lofs  both  in  fhipping  and  men, 
and  in  the  delays  which  he  afterwards  incurred,  or  in  attempting 
to  penetrate  the  deferts  of  Arabia  eaftward,  he  loft  a  great  part 
of  his  army,  which  perifhed  by  want  of  water,  or  by  difeafe.  And 
thus,  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  In  which  he  fpent  many  months,  re- 
turned to  Alexandria  with  a  fmall  part  of  his  army,   without  having 

"  Stieton.  in  Auguft.   lib.  liii.  c.  29. 

,s  Strabo  mentions,  that  in  the  port  of  Nus  there  were  above  100  Clips  from  India. 
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gained  any  considerable  advantage,  or  even  obtained  information  of  c  **  A  p 

the  fomxes  of  wealth  which  he  was  fent  to  explore  ".  « v— — 

While  thefe  tranfa&ions  pafTed  in  the  provinces  and  on  the  frontier  U.  C.  730. 

of  the   empire,    Auguftus,  then  refiding  at  Rome,    entered  on   an  farI,mo. 

eleventh  Confulate.      His  colleague,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  was  V]X]S. 

Terentius  Varro  Murena.     But  this  Conful  died  in  office,  and  was  „en»Us 

'  Varro  Mu- 

fucceeded  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  by  C.  Calpurnius  Pifo.  renamon. 

J  J  r  C.  Calpur- 

Ausruftus  himfelf,  in  this  Confulate,   was  taken   ill  ;    and  being   "ius  Pifo. 

0  .  Auguft. 5 

fuppofed  in  danger,  called  his  colleague,  with  a  number  of  the  prin-  jetat.  39. 
cipal  Senators,  into  his  prefence,  to  receive  his  laft  inftruclions  relating 
to  the  empire,  The  title  by  which  he  affected  to  hold  the  govern- 
ment could  not  fupport  him  in  pointing  out  a  fucceffion.  He  ac- 
cordingly made  no  mention  of  any  fucceffor  to  himfelf,  but  delivered 
xp  the  Conful  Pifo,  as  being  firft  officer  of  State,  the  memorials  he  had 
drawn  up  relating  to  the  revenue  and  other  public  eftablilhments. 
He  gave  to  Agrippa  his  ring,  which  was  the  badge  of  his  nobility, 
and  which,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  Romans,  had  an  emble- 
matical reference  to  his  power.  He  feemed  to  overlook  his  nephew 
Marcellus,  though  at  this  time  the  firft  in  his  favour,  and  probably 
deftined  to  inherit  his  fortune.  This  circumffance,  together  with 
the  general  opinion  of  his  diffimulation,  made  it  be  fufpected  that  he 
had  no  real  apprehenfions  of  dying,  and  that  he  called  his  friends  to 
this  folemn  audience,  merely  to  fliew,  on  a  fuppofed  death-bed,  his 
refpect  for  the  commonwealth.  To  elude  the  penetration  of  thofe 
who  fufpected  his  arts,  and  whom  he  ftill  continued  to  dread,  after 
his  recovery,  he  defired  that  the  will  which  he  had  made  on  this 
occafion  fhould  be  publicly  read  ;  but  the  Senate,  already  know- 
ing the  contents,  and  affecting  to  believe,  without  this  evidence, 
the   fmcefity   of  his   intentions   to   reftore   the  republic,   refufed  to 


w  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liii.    c.  29.      Zonaras,  lib.  x.   c.  33. 
lib.  ii.  p.  n8.     Ibid.  lib.  xvi.  p.  782. 


Plin.  lib.  vi.  c.  28.      Strabo3 


comply, 
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BOOK     comply.     They  appointed  great  rejoicings  on  account  of  his  recovery, 
'and  amply  diftinguilhed  and  rewarded  the  phyfician,  to  whole  (kill  it 
Was  fuppofed  that  they  owed  the  prefervation  of  fo  valuable  a  life  ". 

Although  the  circumftance  of  Auguftus  not  having  mentioned  hi? 
nephew  Marcellus,  and  the  honour  he  had  done  to  Agrippa,  were 
probably  not  the  effects  of  any  fericus  deiignrefpecting  the  fucceffion, 
they  nevertheless  became  a  fubjeel  of  jcaloufy  in  the  mind  of  the 
young  man,  and  loon  after  occafioned  the  retirement  of  Agrippa 
from  the  court.  This  officer,  under  pretence  of  going  into  Syria, 
where  he  was  appointed  to  command,  fet  out  from  Rome,  but  flop- 
ped at  Mitilene'  in  the  ifland  of  Lefbos,  where  he  lived  in  retirement, 
without  taking  any  part  in  public  affairs. 

During  the  ftay  of  Agrippa  at  Mitilene',  and  in  lefs  than  a  year 
after  his  departure  from  Rome,  happened  the  death  of  Marcellus ; 
an  event  which  Livia  was,  by  feme,  alleged  to  have  haftened,  in  or- 
der to  make  way  for  the  advancement  of  her  own  fons ;  but  the 
iicklinefs  of  the  feafon  and  the  mortality  at  Rome,  during  the  two 
preceding  years,  might  have  accounted  for  the  death  of  Marcellus, 
without  any  fuppofition  of  unnatural  means  " ;  and  the  event  itfelf 
brought  no  immediate  advantage  to  the  fons  of  Livia.  It  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  recal  of  Agrippa,  and  by  a  new  arrangement,  which 
removed  the  Claudii  ftill  farther  from  the  place  to  which  the  mother 
was  defirous  to  raife  them  in  the  confideration  and  favour  of  the 
emperor. 

Auguftus  had  now,  for  fome  years,  without  intermiffion,  affumed 
and  exercifed  the  office  of  Conful ;  but  thinking  its  authority  no 
longer  neceffary  to  fupport  his  power,  he  diverted  himfelf  of  the  title, 
and  gave  a  frefti  proof  of  his  moderation,  by  fubftituting  in  his  place 
L.  Seftius,  one  of  the  few  who  were  ftill  fuppofed  to  regret  the  fall 

11  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liii.  c.  31,  **  Ibid.  lib.  Hii.  c.  32,  33. 
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of  the  republic.     Seftlus  had  been  the  friend  of  Marcus  Brutus,  ad-    CHAP. 

hered    to   the   caufe  of  the  commonwealth  in   every  period  of  the    v v—— ' 

civil  wars,  and,  though  fpared  by  the  victors  at  Philippi,  flilL  ven- 
tuard  to  retain  the  ftatue  and  picture  of  his  friend. 

The  magnanimity  of  Auguftus,  in  getting  over  thefe  objections  to 
the  character  of  Seftius,  was  not  neglected  by  the  flatterers  of  his  court ; 
nor  was  bis  declining  the  Confulate  overlooked  by  the  Senate,  in 
their  zeal  to  devife  new  honours  and  additional  concefllons.  The 
character  of  Tribune,  which  had  been  annually  conferred  on  the 
emperor  for  fome  years,  was,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  rendered  per- 
petual in  his  perfon,  and  the  privilege  of  propoling  matters  for  the 
confideration  of  the  Senate,  hitherto  appropriated  to  the  Confuls  in 
office,  was  now  likewife  extended  to  him.  As  a  compenlation  for  the 
dignity  of  Conful,  which  he  now  declined,  he  was  declared  per- 
petual Proconful,  both  at  Rome  and  in- the  provinces,  and  empowered 
to  fuperfede  every  officer,  even  in  his  own  government  **.  He  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  prefled  to  accept  the  title  and  power  of  Dictator. 

The   People,   labouring  under   a  plague  or   epidemic  diftemper,   u.  C.  131. 

which,  in  the  ufual  mode  of  their  fuperftition,  they  conlidered  as  a  MarceUus'"3 

puniihment  inflicted  by  the   gods  for  fome-  public  offence,  and  in  Afernmus, 

particular  for  their  having  fuffered  the  emperor  to  divert  himfelf  of  Aoguit.  6to^ 

.  stat.  40. 

the  Confulate,  propoied  that   he  mould   inftantly  afTume   this  or  a 

higher  dignity.  While  the  Senate  was  affembled,  multitudes  crowded 
together  in  a  riotous  manner,  and  with  threats  required  that  a  decree 
fhould  pafs  to  veft  Auguftus  with  the  ftile  and  powers  of  Dictator, 
They  collected  twenty-four  Fafces,  the  number  ufually  carried  be- 
fore this  officer,  and  repairing  to  the  emperor's  palace,  called  upon 
him  to  afTume  his  power,  and  to  refcue  the  People  from  their  prefent 
calamities. 

1J  Dio.  CaflV  lib.liiuc.  32, 

Auguftus^ 
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"BOOK  Auguftus,  who  had  fufficiently  provided  for  all  the  objects  of  his 
»— v '  ambition,  without  the  alarming  name  of  Dictator,  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  eftablifh  his  character  for  moderation.  He  intreated  the 
People  to  defift  from  their  purpofe ;  and  when  ftill  preffed,  he  ap- 
peared to  be  greatly  agitated,  tore  his  clothes  1+,  ^and  gave  other  figns 
of  extreme  diftrefs.  Being,  likewife  preffed  to  accept  of  the  office  of 
perpetual  Cenfor,  he,  in  the  fame  manner,  declined  it,  recommend- 
ing, for  the  immediate  difcharge  of  its  duties,  P.  iEmilius  Lepidus 
and  Munatius  Plancus. 

In  acYing  this  part,  it  is  probable  that  Octavius  guarded  againft  the 
fate  of  Julius  Caefar  ;  that  he  preferred  fecurity  to  the  oftentation 
of  power,  and  relied  more  on  the  caution  with  which  he  avoided 
offence,  than  he  did  on  the  vigilance  of  his  informers  and  fpies, 
or  on  the  terror  of  his  arms.  He  could  not,  however,  at  all  times, 
avoid  having  recourfe  to  thefe  means  of  defence.  During  his  prefent 
refidence  at  Rome,  he  received  information  of  a  defign  formed  on 
his  life  by  Muracna  and  Fannius  Carpio,  and  brought  them  to  trial. 
Velleius  Paterculus,  without  any  fcruple,  affirms  the  guilt  of  thefe 
fuppofed  confpirators ;  but  Dion  Caffius  infinuates,  that  the  guilt  of 
Muraena,  at  leaft,  was- rather  indifcretion,  and  an  unguarded  free- 
dom of  fpeech,  with  which  he  was  accuftomed  to  cenfure  the  con- 
du£t  of  his  fuperiors,  than  any  formed  defign  of  fo  criminal  a 
nature. 

Murasna  was  the  brother-in-law  of  Maecenas,  and  himfelf  appeared 
to  be  in  favour  with  Auguftus.  Upon  the  furmife  of  an  intention 
to  feize  him,  together  with  Fannius,  both  abfeonded  and  fled.  They 
were  arraigned  and  tried  in  abfence  ;  but  as  the  judges  ftill  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  voting  by  fecret  ballot,  they  availed  themfelves  of  it 
to  acquit  the  accufed. 

44  Bio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  i. 

The 
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The  ufe  of  the  fecret  ballot  in  criminal  trials,  when  firft  intro-    CHAP. 

ill. 
duced  in  the  republic,  as  it  diminifhed  the  power  of  the  ariflocracy, 

which  was  fo  nceeflary  for  the  prefervation  of  public  order,  no  doubt 
had  a  tendency  unfavourable  to  public  juftice.  But  now,  when  it 
might  have  been  falutary,  at  lea-ft  in  all  State  Trials,  it  was,  under 
pretence  of  the  falfe  judgment  given  in  the  cafe  of  Murama  and 
Cxpio,  fo  far  abolilhed,  that  all  perfons  who  fled  from  trial,  or  who 
declined  appearance,  were,  by  an  exprefs  ftatute,  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  it 15 ;  and  this  circumftance  deferves  to  be  mentioned  as 
the  firft  inftance,  perhaps,  in  which  the  judicial  forms  of  the  repub- 
lic, formerly  partial  to  the  interefts  of  the  People,  began  to  be 
changed  in  favour  of  defpotifm.  This  innovation  was  probably  the 
more  fatal  in  the  fequel,  that  the  emperor  himfelf,  under  pretence  of 
giving  evidence,  of  urging  profecutions,  or  of  appearing  as  an  ad- 
vocate for  his  clients,  frequently  attended  the  courts".  And  it  can- 
not be  doubted,  that  as  often  as  he  appeared  17,  the  part  which  he 
took,  whether  as  a  witnefs  or  as  a  pleader,  muft  have  had  very  great 
and  improper  influence  in  the  caufe. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  are  dated  fome   regulations  calcu- 
lated for  the  peace  and  general  order  of  the  city.     Among  thefe,  it 

**  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  Hv.  c.  3.  fluence  in  protecting  a  perfon  under  profe- 

36  Ibid.     Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  56.  cution  for  adulttry.      After  the  profecutor 

~~7  Among    the    remarkable   trials  of  thi;  began  to  open  the  charge,   Auguftus  himfelf 

period  is  mentioned  that  of  M.  Primus,  who  came  into  court,  and  commanded  him  not  to 

Having  the  command  in  Macedonia,   was  ac-  traduce  his  relations  and  friends  ;  a  ftretch  of 

culed  of  having,   without  orders,    made  war  power  which,  under  legal  government,  ought 

on  the   Odryiians,  a  Thracian  nation.     He  to  have  given   offence  ;    but  in   the  prefent 

pleaded   the  orders  of  Auguftus  or  of  Mar-  Irate  of  the  Romans,  only  put  the  fubjedl  in 

cellus ;   but   the  emperor  himfelf  attending  mind,  how  neceffary  it  was  for  himfelf  to  court 

the  trial,  denied  his  having  ever  given  fuch  the  imperial  favour  ;  and  it  was  decreed  ac- 

orders,  and  the  defendant  was   condemned,  cordingly,  by  the  unanimous  votes  of  all  the 

He  is  faid,   at  another  time,  to  have  appeared  Senators,  that  in  memory  of  this  gracious  in- 

in  behalf  of  his  confidents  Apuleius  and  Mai-  terpofition  of  the  emperor,  an  additional  ila- 

cenas,  who  were  arraigned  of  fomc  undue  in-  tue  fhould  be  erected  to  him. 

Vol.  Ill,  3  E  is 
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is  mentioned,  that  the  number  of  Prastors  was  reduced  to  ten  ;  and 
that  two  of  this  number  were  appointed  to  infpecl:  the  public  re- 
venue "  j  that  fome  feafts,  which  had  been  cuftomary,  were  prohi- 
bited, and  the  expence  of  others  reftrained  within  moderate  bounds  ; 
that  the  care  of  the  public  fhows  was  entmfted  to  the  Prastors, 
with  a  competent  allowance  from  the  treafury  to  defray  the  expence. 
of  them,  but  under  an  exprefs  prohibition  to  add,  as  they  had  been 
hitherto  inclined  to  do,  from  ambitious  motives,  above  an  equal  fum 
from  their  own  private  eftates.  The  fhows  of  gladiators  were  Sub- 
jected to  the  controul  of  the  Senate,  and  the  number  of  pairs  to  be 
exhibited,  on  any  particular  occafion,  reftricled  to  fixty.  The  care 
of  extinguishing  and  guarding  againfl  fire  being  in  the  department  of 
the  iF.diles,  a  body  of  fix  hundred  men,  defiined  to  this  fervice,  was 
put  under  the  command  of  thefe  magistrates.  Peribns  of  rank 
having  given  caufe  of  complaint,  byprefenting  themfelves  as  dancers  or 
performers  on  the  public  theatre,  Such  examples  were  ftrictiy  prohibited. 
As  the  Emperor  ever  affected  a  defire  to  be  entirely  relieved  of  the 
government,  he  accompanied  his  moft  popular  acts  and  regulations 
with  a  formal  and  oftentatiolis  resignation  of  fome  particular  parts  of 
his  power.  The  provinces  of  Narbonne  and  of  Cyprus,  which  had 
been  originally  part  of  his  truft,  being  in  the  firft  period  of  his  reign 
reftored  to  peace,  he  formally  refigned  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
Senate.  But  while  he  was  occupied  with  thefe  pacific  or  popular 
meafures,  the  Aftures  and  Cantabri,  notwithstanding  their  former 
diltreffes,  ftill  paffionately  fond  of  their  expiring  liberties,  having  re- 
volted yet  a  third  time,  were  again  reduced  with  great  Slaughter, 
Moft  of  thofe  who  efcaped  from  the  fwords  of  the  Roman  legions,, 
perifhed  by  their  own  hands 2*.  While  this  event,  in  appear- 
ance,   terminated   all   the   troubles   which  fublifted   in  the  weftern 

18  Die  CaflV  lib.  liiLc.  32,  **  Had.  lib.  liv..  c.  4. 

part 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  395 

part  of  the  empire,  an  alarm  was  received  from  Egypt,  of  a  formid-  c  H  *  p« 
able  enemy  appearing  to  intend  the  invafion  of  that  kingdom.  The  v  ■■  „-..../ 
Ethiopians,  probably,  encouraged  by  the  low  ftate  to  which,  from 
the  unfortunate  expedition  of  Gallus  againft  the  Arabians,  they  fup- 
pofed  the  Roman  forces  on  the  Nile  to  have  been  reduced,  had, 
by  the  time  that  the  alarm  had  been  communicated  to  Rome,  ac- 
tually entered  the  province;  and,  before  any  affiftance  could  be  fent 
from  other  parts  of  the  empire,  were  repulfed  by  Petronius,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  Gallus  in  the  government  of  Egypt. 

But  before  thefe  events  were  known,  the  Emperor  had  taken  his  re- 
folution  to  attend  to  the  defence  of  this  kingdom  in  perfon,  and  was 
fet  out  on  his  voyage.  Having  put  into  Sicily  in  his  way,  while  he  yet 
remained  in  this  ifland,  the  ufual  election  of  Confuls  came  on  at 
Rome  3°.  He  himfelf  was  named,  together  with  M.  Lollius  Nepos  ; 
but  he  declined  accepting;  of  the  office,  and  affe&ed  to  leave  the  Ro-   JJ-  ?•  ?,32- 

r       °  Q^  Emihus 

man  People,  as  of  old,  to  a  free  choice.     This  novelty  gave  rife  to  a  Lepidus, 

t  M-  Lollius 

warm  conteft,  in   which  Quintus  Emilius  Lepidus,  and  L.  Silanus   Nepos. 
appeared  as  competitors,  and  were  fupported  by  numerous  parties  of  ^"f ",  ^.  " 
their  friends.   The  People  began  to  recover  the  remembrance  of  their 
former  power,  and  were  encouraged  or  fupported  by  the  candidates 
in  diforders  or  freedoms,  from  which  they  had  for  fome  time  been 
reftrained.    Auguftus  himfelf  was  alarmed  with  thefe  appearances  of  a 
reviving  republic,  fummoned  both  the  candidates  to  attend  him  in 
Sicily  ;  and  having  reprimanded  them  for  the  difturbances  they  gave, 
forbade  them  to  appear  at  Rome,  until  the  depending  ele&ions  were 
palled.      The  competition,   neverthelefs,  was  carried  on  with  great 
warmth  in  their  abfence,  and  ended  with  much  difficulty  in  favoi 
of  Lepidus. 

This  fpecimen  of  the  fuppofed  diforders  to  which  the  People  were 
inclined,  in  the  abfence  of  an  authority  that  was  fit  to  rcftrain  them, 

30  Dio.  Cafl".  lib.  liv.  c.  5,  6, 

3  E  2  probably 
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3  9,,°  K  probably  induced  the  Emperor  to  haften  the  recall  of  Agrippa,  as  a 
perfon  on  whom  he  could  devolve  the  care  of  the  city.  The  breach 
which  had  been  fome  time  made  in  his  family,  by  the  death  of  Mar- 
cell  us,  remained  unrepaired  ;  and  he  feems  to  have  hefitated  in  the 
choice  of  the  perfon  whom  he  was  to  place. next  to  himfelf  in  power,, 
and  in  fucceffion  to  the  government.  His  daughter  Julia,,  the  widow 
of  Marcellus,  had  yet  brought  no  addition  to  his  offspring. .  She  was 
now  to  be  difpofed  of  in  a  fecond  marriage,  and  was  likely  to  bellow 
on  her  hufband  the  character  of  heir  apparent  to -the  fortunes  of  her 
father.  It  is  faid,  that  Mecsenas  advifed  the  Emperor  to  make  choice 
of  Agrippa.  This  man,  he  faid,  is  already  too  high  ta  remain  ivher& 
he  is  :  he  mujl  be  lifted  up  to  a  place  yet  higher t  or  be  cajl  to  the 
ground  3'.. 

Agrippa  was  accordingly,  about  this  time,  made  to  part  with 
Marcella,  the  niece  of  Auguftus,  to  whom  he  had  been  fome  time 
married,  in  order  that  he  might  become  the  hufband  of  Julia,  and 
by  this  title  the  firft  in  the  family  of  Casfar. 

The  Emperor,  while  in  Sicily,  having  bellowed  on  the  city  of  Sy- 
racufe,  and  on  other  towns  of  that  ifland,  the  privilege  of  Roman 
colonies,  and  having  made  fome  other  arrangements  for  the  better, 
government' of  the  province,  continued  his  voyage  from  thence  intcv 
Greece.  As  he  paffed  through  Sparta  and  Athens,  he  treated  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  once  eminent  cities  with  marks  of  favour  or  dif— 
pleafure,  according  to  the  part  they  had  taken  in  the  late  divifions 
of  the  empire. 

The  Spartans  had,  with  proper  hofpitality, .  received  Livia  in  her: 
flight  from  Italy,  and,  in  return,  were  now.  honoured  with  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Emperor  at  one  of  the  public  meals,  which  they  {till  af~ 
feded  to  retain  in. memory  of  their  ancient  inftitutions.     They  like-- 

31  Dio.  Caffi  lib.  liv.  c.  .6. 

wife 
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wife  received  a  grant  of  the  ifland  of  Cithera,  which  formerly  had     CHAP, 
belonged  to  their  territory.  i  j 

The  Athenians,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  faid,  were  put  in  mind  of 
their  partiality  to  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  and  of  the  fingular  orienta- 
tion with  which  they  admitted  the  Queen  of  Egypt  a  citizen  of 
Athens.  In  refentment  of  this  behaviour,  they  were  deprived  of 
their  fovereignty  in  Egina  and  Eretria,  and  forbid  to  receive  any 
prefents  in  return  for  the  freedom  of  their  city,  a  diftinction,  which, 
it  feems,  was  ftili  earneflly  courted,  and  from  the  fale  of  which  they 
derived  fome  revenue. 

From  thefe  vifits  to  Sparta  and  Athens,  the  Emperor  proceeded  to 
Samos,  where  he  remained  for  the  winter3".     Here  he  not  only  had 
a  confirmation  of  the  reports  already  mentioned,  relating  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  Petronius  againft  the  Ethiopians,  but.  received  an  embafly. 
from  this  people  to  fue  for  peace.     They  had  addrefled  themfelvea 
to  Petronius  ;  and  being  referred  to  the  Emperor,  defired  that  they 
might  have  guides  to  conduct,  them  to  him.      This  Emperor,  they 
faid,  or  the  place  of  his  abode,  we  know  not.     Being  conducted  to 
Samos,  on  the  route  by  which  he  was  expected  to  arrive  in  Afia 
they  obtained'  a  peace,  without  any  of  the  iubmiflions  or  unequal 
conditions  by  which  the  Romans  were  formerly  accuftomed  to  pre- 
pare the  way,,  in  every  treaty,  for  the  farther  extenfion  of  their  con- 
quers *'; 

lu  the  fpring,  Auguftus  paffed  from  Samos  to  Bythinia,  in  which,   U.  C.  735.-. 
though  one  of  the  provinces  that  had  been  committed  to  the  admi-   p^sufus""5* 
niniftration  of  the  Senate,  he,  by  his  own   authority,   made  fome   a*™«  a. 
reformations;  and  upon  a  complaint-,,  that  the  people  of  Cyzicum  -^[at-42- 
had  infulted  with  the  rod,  and  put  to  death  fome  Roman  citizens, 
he  ftript  them  of  fever  al  privileges  which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed.. 

*  Bio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  7,  »  Strabfi,  lib.  vii.  p.  821. 

From; 
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BOOK  From  thence,  he  continued  his  progrefs  into  Syria,  and  there  Iika» 
wife  inflicted  fome  feventies  on  the  citizens  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  as  a 
punifhment  of  their  feditions  and  difrefpect  to  his  government  **. 

The  Farthians  had  not  yet  reftored  the  Roman  captives,  and  tire 
trophies,  of  which  they  had  got  poffeffion  on  the  defeats  of  Crafiiis 
and  Antony.  This  was  the  condition,  on  which  the  king  had  ob- 
tained the  releafe  of  his  fon.  Being  now  reminded  of  it,  or  alarmed 
by  the  approach  of  the  Roman  Emperor  to  his  frontier,  he  fent  an 
embaffy  to  perform  this  article.  But  of  the  Roman  prifoners,  many, 
foon  after  they  were  taken,  perifhed  by  their  own  hands  ;  others,  be- 
ing reconciled  by  degrees  to  their  condition,  and  having  fettled,  were 
unwilling  to  remove.  They  concealed  themfelves  from  the  perfons 
who  were  fent  to  affemble  and  conduct  them  to  the  frontier,  and  but 
a  few  were  recovered.  Thefe,  together  with  the  reftored  ftandards 
and  other  trophies,  were  conducted  with  great  pomp  to  the  city  of 
Rome. 

Auguftus  had  already  received  the  congratulations  of  the  Senate  and 
People,  on  the  conclufion  of  his  treaty  with  the  Parthians,  and 
knowing  how  much  it  was  become  a  point  of  honour  at  Rome  to 
repair  the  difgrace  which  Roman  armies  had  incurred  on  the  Eu- 
phrates and  the  Tigris,  he  indulged,  on  the  conclufion  of  this  trans- 
action, a  degree  of  vanity,  which  was  unufual  with  him  on  other 
occafions.  He  ordered  the  rites  of  thankfgiving  that  were  appro- 
priated to  the  greateft  victories  ;  gave  inftructions  to  erect  a  triumphal 
arch  ;  and  upon  his  return  to  Rome,  entered  the  city  in  triumph. 

The  Romans,  in  conferring  honours  on  thofe  who  performed  any 
fuccefsful  fervice,  confidered  the  advantage  itfelf,  more  than  the 
means  by  which  it  had  been  obtained,  and  indulged,  with  all  the' 
diftinctions  that  military  courage  or  perfonal  ability  could  claim, 

**  Db.  Caff.  lib.  Iiv.  c.  6.    . 

2  every 
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every  officer,  under  whofe  aufpicesThey  profpered,  whether  by  arti-    c  H ^  p* 

lice  or  valour  35.     On  this  principle,  Auguftus,  without  having  per-   *— * * 

formed  any  military  operation  whatever,  took  occafion  to  triumph 
over  an  enemy,  before  whom  the  armies  of  Antony  and  Craffus  had 
perifhed. 

The  object  of  the  Emperor's  journey  to  the  Eaft  having  been  ob- 
tained by  the  refloration  of  peace  to  Egypt,  he  did  not  proceed  in 
his  progrefs  beyond  the  province  of  Syria.  From  thence,  in  his 
letters  to  the  Senate,  he  difclaimed  every  intention  of  whn  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  the  empire,  and  difpofed  of  kingdoms  on  the  frontier 
to  the  princes  of  Alia,  who  were  confidered  as  confederates  or  allies 
of  the  Romans.  Among  thefe,  he  gave  to  Tarcondimotus  a  princi- 
pality in  Cilicia  ;  to  Archelaus>  the  Leffer  Armenia  ;  to  Herod,  over 
and  above  his  own  kingdom  of  Judaea,  the  principality  of  Zenodorus, 
in  its  neighbourhood.  He  reftored  a  prince,  of  the  name  of  Mithri- 
dates,  to  the  kingdom  of  Commagene',  from  which  his  father  had 
been  expelled  ;  and,  at  the  requell  of  the  people  of  Armenia,  fent 
his  ltepfon  Tiberius  Claudius  Nero,  now  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
with  a  commiffion  to  remove  Artabazus,  then  in  poffeffion  of  that 
kingdom,  and  to  declare  Tiridates,  who  was  ftill  at  Rome,  to  be  its 
fovereign.  This  revolution  in  Armenia  however  was,  by  the  death 
of  Artabazus,  who  fell  by  the  hands  of  his  own  fubje&s,  in  part 
effected  before  the  arrival  of  Tiberius. 

While  the  Emperor  was  thus  employed  in  the  provinces,  the  ordi- 
nary fucceffiou  of  magiftrates  took  place  at  Rome,  and  he  himfelf 
being  named  Conful,  together  with  Caius  Sentius,  again  declined  the 
title,  without  recommending  a  fubflitute.  Great  animofities  arofe 
among  the  candidates  for  this  honour.  Agrippa  had  been  called  away 
into  Gaul,  upon  an  alarm  received  on  the  German  frontier,  and  from, 
thence  into  Spain,  to  quell  another  revolt  of  the  Allures  and  Can- 

35  Dio.  Cafl;  lib.  liv.  c.  8. 

tabri. 
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S  ^1°  ^    ta^ri-     ^J1  his  abfence,  the  Conful  Sentius  and  the  Senate,  unable  to 

t* „ . >    reprefs  the  tumults,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  Emperor,  -who  was  ftill 

in  Alia,  to  know  his  pleafure  refpectLng  the  election,  and,  in  return, 
ihad  a  frefh  proof  of  his  magnanimity  and  candour  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  Lucietius,  a  known  partizan  of  the  republic,  and  one 
of  thofe,  who  being  among  the  profcribed,  had  efcaped  from  the 
.maffacre. 

Auguftus,  during  his   flay  m  Syria,  had  accounts  of  the  birth  of 

a  grandion  Caius,  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  of  Agrippa,  by  his  daughter 

Julia,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  decree,  by  which  the  Senate  annexed 

"U-  C.  734.     ,the  anniverfary  of  this  birth  to  the  days  of  public  rejoicing.     On  hi6 

Saturninus.     .way  to  Italy,  he  paffed  another  winter  in  Samos,  where  he  received 

Q^  Lucretius 

Vefpeiio.        the  ambaffadors  of  many  nations,  and  among  thefe,  an  embaily  from 

M.  Veiiucius  India,  attended  with  a  numerous  retinue,  and  charged  with  a  variety 

AgnppaT        °f  prefents  36.     But  What  probably  moft  entertained  the  curious  in  the 

Auguft.  gno,    weftern  world,  was  the  exhibition  of  an  Indian  Sage  or  Brahmin,  who 

having  taken  his  refolution  to  die,  was  ambitions  to  make  his  exit 

in  prefence  of  the  Roman  court.     Being  indulged  in  this  defire,  and, 

flattered  with  the  attendance   of  a  numerous  crowd   of  fpe&ators, 

he  prepared   a  funeral  pile,  which  he  fet   on  fire,  and  with  much 

oftentation  and  gravity  threw  himfelf  into  the  midft  of  it 37.     His 

tomb  was  marked  with  the  following  infcription.     Here  lies   Tar- 

marus  or  Tarnianocbegas,  an  Indian  of  Bargofa,  who,  in  the  manner 

of  his  country ,  ended  his  days  by  a  voluntary  death  3S.     In  fuch  actions, 

we  may  perceive  the  powerful  attraction  of  glory,  from  whatever 

fort  of  performance  it  be  fuppofed  to  arife. 

39  Among  thefe,  are  mentioned  by  Strabo  a  fnake  ten  cubiy  long,  though  it  appears 
from  Suetonius,  lib.  xv.  p.  719.  that  a  fnake  of  a  much  greater  length  was  exhibited  in. 
the  public  fpe&acles  at  Rome,  fifty  cubits.    Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  43. 

37  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  fiv.  c.  8.  10,  ri.  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  32. 

-"  Strabo,  lib.  xv.  p.  720. 

When 
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When  the  Emperor's  Intended  return  was  announced  at  Rome,    CHAP. 

III. 


many  honours  were  decreed  to  him,  all  of  which  he  declined,  ex-  v 
cept  that  of  having  an  altar  erected  on  the  occafion  to  Jupiter  Redux, 
and  that  of  having  the  day  of  his  arrival  inferted,  under  the  title 
Auguftalia,  among  the  festivals  of  the  kalendar.  On  his  approach  to 
the  city,  the  magistrates  and  the  people  prepared  to  go  forth  in  pro- 
ceffion  to  meet  him  ;  but  either  from  an  averfion  to  pageantry,  which 
he  ever  fhunned,  except  when  neceflary  to  ferve  fome  purpofe,  or 
from  a  defire  of  procuring  frefh  encomiums  of  moderation,  he 
made  his  entry  in  the  night  to  avoid  this  compliment.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  he  procured  refolutions  of  the  Senate  and  People, 
promoting  Tiberius,  the  eldest  of  the  fons  of  Livia,  to  the  rank  of 
Pra?tor,  and  beftowing  on  Drums,  the  younger  brother,  the  privi- 
lege of  Handing  for  any  of  the  ancient  honours  of  the  common- 
wealth five  years  before  the  legal  age..  He  himfelf,  at'  the  fame 
time,  accepted  the  office  of  Cenfor,  with  a  new  title,  that  of  In- 
spector of  Manners 39,  for  five  years. 

This  new  designation  was  annexed  to  the  titles  of  Augustus,  under 
pretence  that  fuch  an  authority  was  wanting  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
diforders  committed  in  the  late  canvas  for  the  election  -of  Confuls  ; 
but,  as  the  period  was  near  approaching,  at  which  he  was  to  repeat 
the  form  of  refigning  the  government,  it  is  probable,  that  he  chofe 
to  be  vefted  with  the  character  of  Genfor,  in  order  to  make  the  ar- 
rangements preparatory  to  this  ceremony. 

Near  ten  years  had  elapfed  fince  the  rolls  of  the  Senate  had  been 
made  up,  and  in  this  interval  many  reafons  may  have  occurred  for  re- 
moving fome  of  the  members,  and  for  substituting  others.  The  powers 
of  Cenfor,  with  which  the  Emperor  was  now  vefted,  enabled  him, 

39  Prxfeflus  Morum. 

Vol.  III.  1  F  without 
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BOOK     without  any  unprecedented  ftretch  of  authority,  to  effect  his  purpofe  ; 

*  but,  notwithftanding  this  circumfance,  his  ufual  caution  led  him  to  feek 

for  palliatives,  and  to  devife  means  to  leffen  or  to  divide  the  odium 
of  fo  difagreeabla  a  meafure.  He  gave  out,  that  the  number  of  Se- 
nators was  become  too  great,  and  thus  provided  himfelf  with  an  ex- 
cufe  for  excluding  many  of  them,  without  ftating  any  perfonal  ob- 
jection. He  at  firft  propofed  to  take  upon  himfelf  only  the  nomina- 
tion of  thirty  members,  and  under  a  folemn  oath,  that  he  fhould 
name  the  moft  worthy.  Thefe  thirty,  under  a  like  folemn  oath, 
were  directed,  each,  to  give  in  a  lift  of  five,  which  would  have  made 
up  the  number  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  And  thefe,  if  they  had 
been  agreeable  to  the  Emperor,  would  have  probably  made  the  firft 
part  of  the  roll.  But  as  he  was  in  many  inftances  difappointed  and 
difpleafed  with  the  choice  that  was  made,  he  felected  only  thirty  of 
the  whole,  to  whom  he  gave  the  fame  directions  as  before,  each  to 
name  five  ;  but  being  equally  diifatisfied  with  this  new  nomination, 
he  took  the  whole  on  himfelf ;  and  alleging,  that  the  officer  who 
collected  the  names  had  made  fome  miftakes,  and  that  many,  who 
were  thus  propofed  to  be  members  of  the  Senate,  had  neceflary 
avocations  in  the  provinces,  he  undertook,  by  his  own  authority,  to 
reform  the  lift.  This  taik,  however,  he  performed  under  fo  much 
apprehenfion  of  danger  to  his  perfon,  that,  as  in  the  former  inftance 
of  the  fame  kind,  he  carried  armour  under  his  clothes,  and  had  a 
guard  of  ten  chofen  Senators,  with  concealed  weapons,  who  had 
orders  not  to  admit  above  one  perfon  at  a  time  to  approach  him  4°. 
By  his  conduct  in  this  matter,  or  by  the  feverity  of  his  cenfiires,  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  made  fo  many  enemies,  or  he  himfelf  at  leaft 
took  fuch  impreffions  of  jealoufy  and  diftruft  as  kept  him  in  alarm, 
and  occafioned  fome  trials   and  executions,  by  which  he  propofed 

40  Dio.  Cafl*.  lib.  liv.  c.  13,  14,  15. 

to 
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to    counteract    or   prevent   the    confpiracies  which  were   forming    CHAP, 
againft  him  4'.  u.  -v — -J 

Upon  obferving  how  much  the  Emperor  was  alarmed,  it  was 
moved  in  the  Senate,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  danger  to  which 
he  was  expofed,  that  the  members  fhould  take  arms,  and  in  certain 
numbers  by  turns  pafs  the  night  in  the  palace.  "  I  am  unfortunately 
"  addicted  to  fnore,"  faid  Antiftius  Lubeo,  who  flill  pofTeffed  fome 
remains  of  the  republican  fpirit,  "  and^am  afraid,  that  I  fhould  be 
"  an  unwelcome  gueft  in  the  anti-chamber  of  the  prince  4\" 

The  period  for  which  Auguftus  had  accepted  the  command  of  the  u.  C.  735. 
armies,  and  taken  charge  of  part  of  the  provinces  being  about  to  ex-  Lentuius'"' 
pire,  he  repeated  the  form  of  his  refignation,  and  was  prevailed  upon  Marceiimus, 
to  refume  his  truft,  though  but  for  a  term  of  five  years   longer.   liusLentuius. 

,  .        ,       Aug.  lomo, 

Agrippa  being  now  the  fon-in-law  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  hrft  in  iEtat.  44. 
his  favour,  as  well  as  his  neareft  relation,  was  joined  with  him  for 
the  fame  term  of  five  years,  in  the  character  of  Tribune  of  the 
People. 

During  the  preceding  part  of  the  new  eftablifhment,  Auguftus  had 
affected  to  limit  the  exercife  of  his  power  to  the  military  department, 
or  to  the  provinces  committed  to  his  charge.  In  the  city,  or  in  civil 
affairs,  he  acted  in  the  name  of  the  Senate,  or  under  the  veil  of  fome 
temporary  office  of  magiftracy.  But  in  the  period  upon  which  he 
was  now  entering,  he  feemed  to  have  thought  himfelf  fafe  in  af- 
fuming  a  more  direct  authority.  He  accordingly  received  from  the 
Senate,  an  appointment  of  perpetual  extraordinary  Conful,  to  be  pre- 
ceded in  all  public  appearances  by  twelve  Lictors,  and  in  the  Senate 
to  have  a  chair  of  ftate  placed  between  the  ordinary  Confuls  of  the 
year.  He  likewife  received  unlimited  authority  to  enact  laws,  to  the 
obfervance  of  which,  the  Senate  offered  to  bind  themielves  by  oath,     n 

♦•  Sueton-  in  Auguft.  c.  35.  4l  Dio.  Ca(T.  lib,  liv, 

3  F  2  In 
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In  this,  he  took  occafion  to  give  a  proof  of  his  moderation,  by  pre- 
venting the  oath  to  be  adminiftered  ;  but  he  proceeded  from  hence- 
forward in  the  exercife  of  his  power,  with  fewer  difguifes  than  he. 
had  formerly  employed. 

Prerogatives,  hitherto  afTumed  under  the  name  of  fome  ordinary 
magiftracy,  were  committed  to  officers,  a&ing  by  the  appointment  of 
Csefar,  and  by  his  fole  authority.  Among  thefe,  may  be  numbered 
the  infpedtion  of  the  public  works;  of  the  highways  ;  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river;  the  markets43 ;  the  public  granaries;  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  peace,  or  government  of  the  city,  which  was  now  com- 
mitted to  a  military  Prasfed  or  Governor.  Other  new  inflitutions 
were  made,  to  remedy  evils  of  a  recent  date. 

From  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  Italy  had  remained  fubjecT:  to 
many  diforders.  The  inhabitants,  alleging  the  dangers  to  which  they 
had  been  expofed  in  their  perfons  and  properties,  continued  to  form 
into  bands,  and  taking  arms,  under  pretence  of  defending  themfelves, 
employed  thofe  arms  for  lawlefs  purpofes  ;  robbed,  murdered,  or  by 
force  confined  to  labour  in  their  work-houfes  many  innocent  paf- 
fengers,  whether  freemen  or  flaves,  whom  they  thought  proper  to 
queftion  or  violate,  under  the  appellation  of  diforderly  perfons.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  guards  were  pofted  at  proper  intervals,  and  a  fpe- 
cies  of  military  patrole  eftablifhed  throughout  the  country,  with 
orders  to  protect  travellers,  to  infped  the  work-houfes  or  receptacles 
of  labouring  flaves,  and  to  fupprefs  all  afTociations,  befides  thole  of 
the  ancient  corporations  **. 

By  the  fame  authority  Auguftus  revived  fome  obfolete  laws  and 
gave  inftructions  to  put  them  in  force :  fuch  as  the  laws  limiting 
expence,  reftraining  adultery,  lewdnefs,  and  bribery,  together  with 

*3  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  liv.  c.  17.  *♦  Sueton.  in  Oaav.  c.  32. 

1  the 
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the  laws  which  had  been  provided  to  promote  marriage,  or  to  dif--  c  H  A  p- 

courage  celibacy.     The  limitation  of  expence  may  have  had  its  pro—    \ , — j 

priety  under  a  republic,  where  it  is  an  object  of  ftate  not  to  fuffer 
the  citizen  by  his  manner  of  living,  or  by  his  affectation  of  magni- 
ficence, to  ruin  himfelf,  or  to  aim  at  diftinction  above  his  equals ; 
but  the  object  of  the  fumptuary  laws,  now  enforced,  is  not  fpecially 
mentioned.  It  was  probably  the  fame  with  that  of  the  laws  re- 
vived by  Julius  Cxfar,  and  confequently  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
laws  long  fince  obtained,  under  the  republic,  by  the  Tribune  Lici- 
nius,  and  chiefly  reflecting  the  confumption  of  provifions. 

In  limiting  the  excefs  of  the  table,  Auguftus  was  himfelf  a  finking 
example  of  fobriety,  being  extremely  moderate  and  abftemious  in  the 
ufe  of  wine  and  of  food  4S ;  and  with  refpect  to  the  other  objects  of 
his  feverity,  although  he  himfelf  was  not  equally  free  from  imputa- 
tion, he  probably  already  experienced  the  neceffity  of  certain  re- 
ftraints  in  his  own  family,  and  very  properly  thought  it  became  him* 
in  the  capacity  of  magiftrate,  every  where  to  .  watch  over  the  purity 
of  domeftic  manners.  His  zeal  to  recommend  marriage,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  fettlement  of  families,  probably  fuggefted  the  fame  mea- 
fures "'. 

The  Romans,  by  means  of  the  Cenfus,  obtained  a  more  regular 
account  of  the  numbers  of  the  People  than  any  other  nation,  and 
they  were  exceedingly  watchful  of  their  population,  even  when  they 
had  leaft  caufe  to  apprehend  a  diminution  of  it.  They  made  laws  to 
encourage  marriage,  when  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  any  Roman 

45  In  his  ordinary  diet,  when  he  wanted  were  done,  and  infilled  that  he  fhould  not 

nourifhment,  he  eat  a  little  bread,  with  fome  be  difturbed  in   this    freedom  by  any  cere- 

dried  fruit,  without  obferving  any  ftated  time  mony  of  waiting  for  him,  or  by  any  trouble- 

for  his  meals.     He  ordered  his  table  indeed  fome  attentions  whatever.    Sueton.  in  O&av. 

to  be  regularly  ferved  ;   but  he  himfelf  joined  c.  11,  73.  76,  77. 
the  company  irregularly,    often    ifter  they         *6  Sueton.  in  Ovtav,  c.  6j. 
were  fet,  and  frequently  left  them  before  they 

citizen, 
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BOOK    citizen,  as  father  of  a  family,  were  of  themfelves  a  fufEcient  encou- 

vi.  '  . 

-  ragement.     Auguflus  being  to  revive  thofe  laws,  produced  and  read 

In  the  Senate  a  fpeech  at  that  time,  ftill  extant  which  had  been  deli- 
vered by  Metellus  Numidicus  on  this  fubject,  about  a  hundred  years 
before  the  prefent  date. 

Even  fo  far  back,  under  the  republic,  the  decline  of  domeftic 
manners  may  have  begun  to  be  felt.  Licentioufnefs  and  want  of 
ceconomy  may  have  already  broke  into  the  eflablifhment  of  Roman 
families ;  diforders  happening  in  the  flate  of  matrimony,  may  have 
deterred  thefingle  from  embracing  it.  But  if  the  effect  of  fuch  circum- 
ftances  then  began  to  appear,  how  much  more  may  we  iuppofe  that 
the  deflructive  civil  wars,  which  followed  ;  the  removal  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  Italy,  to  make  way  for  flrangers  and  foldiers  of  for- 
tune, muft  have  operated  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  people? 
Thefe  troubles  ending  in  military  government ;  the  uncertainty  of 
every  man's  condition  depending  on  the  will  of  a  mailer;  fear, 
melancholy,  and  dejection,  felt  amidft  the  ruins  of  a  fallen  republic, 
may  have  completed  the  accumulation  of  evils,  and  the  effect  may 
have  fuggefled  to  Auguflus  the  necefhty  of  reviving  the  ancient 
laws  of  the  republic  for  the  encouragement  of  population  ;  info- 
much,  that  the  extenfion  and  application  of  them  became  a  prin- 
cipal object  of  his  reign, 

Suetonius,  as  ufual  in  his  manner,  without  regard  to  dates,  brings 
into  one  view  many  particulars  of  the  policy  of  Auguflus  relating  to  this 
fubject.  Among  thefe,  it  is  mentioned  that  he  augmented  the  rewards 
of  marriage,  and  the  penalties  on  celibacy  *3. — That  he  fometimes 
brought  forward  the  children  of  his  own  family  into  the  place  of  pub- 
lic affembly,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  profit  by  that  example  ;  but 
that  his  zeal  in  this  matter  was  far  from  being  acceptable  to  the  People. 
That  he  was  frequently  accofled  in  the  theatres  and  places  of  public 

♦"  Dio.  Caff,  lib.liv.  c.  16. 

refort. 
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refort,  with  general  cries  of  averfion  ; — had  reprefentations  from  ci-  CHAP, 
tizens  of  rank,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fupport  the  extravagance  of  v— -v — — » 
women  educated  in  high  condition,  and  was  obliged  to  correct  many 
of  the  edicts  he  at  firft  had  pubiifhed,  and  to  abate  much  of  their  ri- 
gour ; — that,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  fettlement  of  families,  he  per- 
mitted free  and  noble  citizens  to  marry  emancipated  flaves49 ; — that 
the  law,  neverthelefs,  was  ftill  eluded; — that  pretended  marriages 
were  contracted  with  children  or  females  under  age,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  courfe  indefinitely  deferred50; — that  to  prevent  fuch  eva- 
fions  or  frauds,  it  was  enacted  that  no  marriage  could  be  legally  con- 
tracted with  any  female  under  ten  years  of  age,  nor  the  completion 
of  any  marriage  be  delayed  above  two  years  after  the  date  of  the 
fuppofed  contract  5\ 

As  it  was  propofed  to  multiply  marriages,  fo  it  appeared  likewife 
of  confequence  to  render  the  duTolution  of  thofe  already  formed 
more  difficult,  and  to  lay  divorces  and  feparations  under  proportional 
reftraints  s\  Under  this  wretched  policy  it  feemed  to  be  forgotten, 
that  where  mankind  are  happy,  nature  has  provided  fufficient  induce- 
ments to  marriage.  The  fovereign,  who  charged  himfelf  with  the  care 
of  the  People,  feemed  to  confider  a  ftate  into  which  mankind  are 
powerfully  led,  by  the  moft  irrefiftible  calls  of  affection,  paffion  and 
defire,  as  a  kind  of  workhoufe  into  which  they  muft  be  driven  by 
the  goad  and  the  whip,  or  a  prifon  in  which  they  muft  be  detained 
under  bars  and  fetters  of  iron.  The  People  feemed  to  feel  them- 
felves  become  the  property  of  a  mafter,  who  required  them  to  mul- 
tiply, in  order  to  increafe  the-mmrber  of  his  fubjects  ;  and  they  re- 
filled this  part  of  his  adminiftration,  more  than  any  other  circumftance 
of  the  ftate  of  degradation  into  which  they  were  fallen. 

Auguftus,  in  this  fecond  period  of  his  reign,  while  he  extended  U.C.  736. 
the  exercife  of  his  power,  ftill  endeavoured  to  dilguife  it  under  fome  c.  Julias  % 

Silanius. 
*»  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  16.  "  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  16,  Aug-  |  ,m9> 

5°  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  34=  -5*  Sueton,  in  Oftav.  c.  34. 
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forms  or  regulations  of  the  ancient  conftitution.  For  this  purpefc, 
he  revived  the  laws  againft  bribery,  thofe  againft  taking  fees  for  the 
pleading  of  caufes,  and  the  laws  that  were  made  to  enforce  the  at- 
tendance of  Senators.  In  thefe  particulars,  we  cannot  imagine  that  he 
ib  far  miftook  the  fituation  into  which  he  had  brought  the  people, 
as  to  revive  laws  againft  bribery,  after  there  ceafed  to  be  any  free 
election  ;  the  laws  againft  accepting  of  fees  "  for  pleading  of  caufes, 
after  all  the  motives  which  formerly  induced  Senators  to  lend  their 
gratuitous  protection,  had  ceafed  to  exift  5+ ;  the  law  impofing  a  fine- 
upon  members  of  the  Senate  coming  too  late  to  their  places,  after  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  were  reduced  to  a  mere  form,  by  which 
the  Emperor  enforced  his  own  decrees ss,  In  thefe  inftances,  then,  we 
rauft  fuppofe  that  Auguftus,  in  the  ufual  (train  of  his  policy,  revived 
the  laws  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  make  it  be  believed  that  the  re- 
public was  ftill  in  exiftence.  But  notwithstanding  his  attention, 
by  thefe  and  other  methods,  to  conceal  the  extent  of  his  usurpation, 
he  could  not  efcape  the  penetration  of  his  Subjects,  nor  even  the 
animadverfion  of  buffoons,  to  whom  fome  degrees  of  freedom  or  of 
petulance  are  permitted,  after  they  are  withheld  from  every  one  elfe. 
Having  banifhed  a  player  of  the  name  of  Pylades,  for  a  difference 
with  another  player  of  the  name  of  Bathyllus,  he  afterwards,  to 
pleafe  the  People,  recalled  Pylades  ;  and  giving  him  fome  admoni- 
tion to  be  upon  his  good  behaviour  for  the  future :  That  is  a  je/?y 
faid  the  other,  for  the  more  that  the  People  are  occupied  with  our  quar- 
rels, the  bttter  for  you*6. 

The  emperor,  having  remained  at  Rome  about  two  years  after 
-the  commencement  of  the  fecond  period  of  his  reign,  continued,  or 
began  to  carry  on  many  works  for  the  ornament,  magnificence,  or 

53  Lex  Cinci3,      The  offender  was   fub-  able  pleader  led  to  the  higheft  preferments 

jefted  to  a  fine,  equal  to  double  the  fee  he  and  honours  of  the  ftate. 

•had  accepted.  !S  Dio-  CalT-  }'lh-  liv'  c-  ,S* 

»♦  Under  the  republic,  the  charaderof  an  ,6  Ibid.  lib.  liv.  c,  17. 

.convenience 
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convenience  of  the  city.     To  defray  the  expenee  of  fuch  works,  he     c  li  A  p- 

laid  perfons,  who  had  obtained  a  triumph,  or  any  military  honour,    « *-— — ' 

under  a  contribution  of  fome  part  of  their  fpoils ;  and  by  thefe 
means,  perhaps,  made  fome  officers  pay  for  their  vanity  more  than 
they  had  taken  from  the  enemy.  He  was  fuppofed  to  be  lavifh  of 
military  honours,  which  in  reality  began  to  lofe  their  value,  or  to 
change  their  nature,  being  mere  badges  of  court  favour,  not,  as  for- 
merly, the  evidence  or  record  of  fignal  fervices  rendered  to  the  State, 
and  fupported  by  the  teflimony  of  victorious  armies,  and  the  voice 
of  the  People.  It  may  be  obferved,  as  an  evidence,  how  much  the 
triumph  was  fallen  in  its  value,  that,  for  fome  advantage  gained  over 
the  Garamantes ",  an  obfeure  nation  on  the  frontier  of  the  Roman 
province  in  Africa,  it  was  beftowed  on  Balbus,  a  native  of  Gades 
in  Spain,  and  but  newly  admitted  a  Roman  citizen ;  while  it  was 
declined  by  Agrippa,  to  whom  it  was  due  for  his  eminent  fervices, 
and  who  confidered  it  as  a  piece  of  empty  pegeantry,  which  could 
add  nothing  to  the  confideration  he  already  enjoyed  s\ 

About  this  time  Auguftus  received  an  acceffion  to  his  family  by   u.  C.  7-6. 
the  birth  of  another  grandfon,  of  the  name  of  Lucius,  the  fecond    fj^o^tat. 
fon  of  Agrippa,  by  his  daughter  Julia  ;  and  by  adopting  both  the   45' 
brothers,  conferred  upon  them  the  names  of  Caius  and  Lucius  C^efar, 
and,  by  the  fame  act,  publifhed  the  deftination  of  his  fortunes. 

In  the  midft  of  feftivals,  which  were  inftituted  on  this  occafion, 
the  attention  of  the  emperor  was  called  anew  to  the  provinces  by 
alarms  which  were  received  at  once  in  many  parts  jof  the  empire. 

Hiflorians   give   us  a  lift  of  particulars,  exhibiting  the    troubles    u- c-  737- 
to  which  fo  extenfive  a  territory  was  flill   expofed.      The  Com-   Ahenobar- 
menu  and  Venones,  nations  inhabiting  the  valleys  of  the  Alps,  were   neii'us  Stipio^ 
in  arms.     The  Panonii  and  Norifci  had  attacked  Iftria.      The  Dan-   Auguft. 

i>mo,  Xtat= 


57  Plin.  lib.  v.  c.  6.  ie  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  1 1 

Vol.  III.  3  G  thseleti 


46. 


4io  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

thasleti  and  Scordifci  had  invaded  Macedonia.  The  Sauromata?  had 
paffed  the  Danube.  Some  cantons,  both  of  Dalmatia  and  Spain,  had 
revolted.  The  Sicambri,  Ufupetes,  and  Tenchteri,  German  nations 
bordering  on  the  Rhine,  having  feized  on  the  Italian  traders  who 
frequented  their  country,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  manner  of  pu- 
nifhing  flaves,  nailed  them  to  the  crofs,  and  employing  this  infult  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  made  a  defcent  upon 
Gaul.  They  furprifed  and  put  to  flight  a  party  of  horfe  which  had 
been  fent  by  Lollius  to  obferve  their  motions.  In  purfuit  of  this 
advantage,  they  fell  in  with  the  main  body,  commanded  by  Lollius 
himfelf,  equally  unprepared  to  i-eceive  them,  obliged  him  to  retire 
with  great  lofs,  and  with  the  difgrace  of  leaving  the  ftandard  of  one 
of  the  legions  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies  5\ 

Thefe  revolts  of  the  frontier  provinces,  or  incurfions  of  barbarous 
neighbours,  may  be  confidered  as  part  of  a  war  which  lafted  for  ages, 
and  terminated  at  laft  in  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  The  defeat  of  Lollius 
was  indeed  the  firft  fignal  calamity  which  had  befallen  the  Roman  arms 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent  emperor60.  It  was  fuppofed  to 
have  greatly  affected  him,  and  to  have  caufed  the  refolution  which 
he  took  to  pafs  the  Alps,  and  to  fuperintend,  in  perfon,  the  meafures 
chat  were  neceflary  to  repair  this  lofs.  His  departure  from  Rome, 
however,  at  this  time,  is  likewile  afcribed  to  other  motives.  He  had 
now,  for  about  two  years,  been  expofed  in  the  city  to  the  animadver- 
flon  and  cenfure  which  a  people,  ftill  petulant  though  not  free,  were 
ready,  on  fo  near  a  view,  to  beftow  on  his  perfon  and  government  5 
and  it  was  part  of  his  policy  to  withdraw,  at  proper  intervals,  from  the 
obfervation  of  fuch  a  People,  in  order  to  preferve  that  refpedt  and 
authority  which  too  much  familiarity  is  apt  to  impair.  He  accord- 
ingly took  occafion  from  thefe  alarms,  on  the  well  and   northern 

39  Dio,  Caff,  lib,  liv.  c.  xo.    Veil.  Pater,  lib.  20.  c.  97.  "  Suet,  in  Oftav.  c.  33. 
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frontier,  to  abfent  himfelf  from  the  city;  and  difpatclied  Agrippa,  at    c  H  A  p- 
the  fame  time,  into  Afia,  where  a  conteft  which  had  arifen  reflecting    <- — •>— / 
the  fucceffion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Bofphorus  required  his  pre- 
fence. 

The  emperor,  leaving  the  adminiflration  of  affairs  at  Rome  in  the 
hands  of  Statilius  Taurus,  fet  out  for  Gaul,  accompanied  by  Maecenas 
and  Tiberius,  now  in  the  rank  of  Prxtor,  who  made  a  part  of  his 
court.  At  his  arrival  in  Gaul,  the  People  were  relieved  of  the  alarm 
they  had  taken  on  the  approach  of  the  German  invaders,  who,  not 
being  prepared  to  make  a  continued  war  beyond  their  own  boun- 
daries, had  repaired  the  Rhine.  He  proceeded,  therefore,  to  receive  u.  c.  738. 
the  reprefentations  that  were  made  to  him  relating  to  the  admini-  DruGis™ 
fixation  of  the  province.     Among  thefe  are  mentioned  complaints  of  nius  pi(?"r" 

extortion  on  the  part  of  the  governor.     This   officer,  though  now  Augnti. 

°,  131110,  ^tat. 

bearing  a  Roman  name,  that  of  Licinius,  was   himfelf  a   native   of  47. 

Gaul,  and  had  been  a  Have  in  the  family  of  Julius  Cacfar.  Having 
become,  by  the  bounty  of  his  mailer,  a  freeman  and  a  Roman  ci- 
tizen, he  was  afterward  gradually  railed,  by  Auguftus  himfelf,  to  the 
height  of  his  prefent  command,  in  which  he  committed  enormous 
oppreffions.  Being  convicted  of  the  crimes  which  were  laid  to  his 
charge,  it  is  faid,  that  the  money  of  which  he  had  robbed  the  pro- 
vince was  feized,  but  not  returned  to  the  owners 6I. 

While  the  Germans  fled  from  Gaul  upon  the  report  of  the  em- 
peror's approach,  the  revolts  of  the  Commenii  and  Venones,  of  the 
Panonii  and  Ligures  Commati,  were  quelled  at  the  fame  time  by 
the  different  officers  who  had  been  employed  againft  them.  The' 
Rheti  and  Vendelici,  nations  inhabiting  the  valley  of  Trent,  having 
been  long  in  the  practice  of  plundering  the  Roman  traders,  of 
making  incurfions  into  Gaul,  and  even  into  Italy,  were  attacked  firft 

"  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  llv.  c.  21, 

q  G    2  '»' 
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BOOK  by  Drufus,  the  younger  of  the  fons  of  Livia,  and  being  forced  from 
* i '  their  own  country,  moved  in  a  hoftile  manner  into  the  Roman  pro- 
vince, where  they  were  received  by  Tiberius,  at  the  head  of  a 
confiderable  army  ;  and  being  preffed  at  once  by  both  the  brothers, 
were  obliged  to  make  their  fubmimon,  and  to  fufFer  the  greater  part 
of  their  men,   able  to  carry  arms,   to  be   tranfplanted  into  other 


countries  6\ 


The  peace  being  thus  eftablifhed  on  the  fide  of  Germany,  the 
emperor  applied  himfelf  to  reftore  fome  cities  which  had  gone  to 
ruin  in  different  parts  of  the  empire,  and  to  plant  new  colonies  in 
Gaul  and  in  Spain.  Whether  thele  were  fettlements  provided  for  the 
veterans  and  Emeriti,  by  difpoffeffing  the  antient  inhabitants,  or  new 
plantations  made  in  wafte  and  unappropriated  lands,  is  uncertain- 
Suetonius  informs  us,  that  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  different  colo- 
nies were  fettled  in  Italy,  towns  built,  and  funds  allotted  to  defray 
the  expence  of  thefe  newly  eftablifhed  communities ;  and  that  per- 
fons,  who  had  filled  any  office  of  magiftracy  in  thefe  colonies,  were. 
intitled  to  a  vote  in.  the  elections  at  Rome. 

Among  the  acts  of  Auguftus,  during  his  progrefs  in  Gaul,  are 
mentioned  the  effects  of  his  attention  to  the  favourite  object  of  encou- 
raging population,  with  the  premiums  he  gave,  wherever  he  pafTed,  to. 
fuch  perfons  as  prefented  him  with  numerous  families  of  children  63  u 
it  is  mentioned,   that   the  city  of  Paphos  being  deftroyed  by  an 
earthcpake,  he  gave  orders  to  have  it  rebuilt ;  and,  as  an  earneft  of. 
his  future  patronage,  gave  the  inhabitants  leave  to  change  the  name, 
U.C.  739.     to  Augufta6+:     that  he  reftored  to  the  people  of   Cyzicum  in  Bi- 
Cn.CornT'  thynia,  the  privileges  of  which  he  himfelf  had  lately  deprived  -them  t 
liusLentuks.  tha(.  his  orders,  to  re-eftablifh  the  king  of  Pontus  in  poffefEon  o£ 

Auguit. 
14:130,  iEtat. 

48.  61  Videre  Rhaeti  bella  fub  Alpibus.     Drufum,  Gerentem,  etVenddici,  &c.  &c,  Ilorat. 

Carm.  lib.  iv.  Od.  4.     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  22.     Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  95. 
63  Sueton.  in  O&av.  c.  46,  6+  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  23. 

the 
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the  Bofphorus,  which  had  been  ufurped  by  a  pretended  defcendant  of    C  H  a  p. 
Mithridates,  being  fuccefsfully  executed  by  Agrippa,  he  received  the    i^^^ 
report  of  this  fervice  without  having  it  communicated  to  the  Senate. 
And  this  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  inftance  in  which  this  form  was 
omitted. 

A  triumph  having  been  offered  to  Agrippa,  on  this  occafion,  was 
again  declined flS. 

Auguftus  had  now  pafled  above  two  years  in  Gaul,    and  ob-  U.  C,  74cv 
tained  the  end  for  which  he  went,  whether  of  a  temporary  recefs   Claudius 
from  Rome,  or  of  making  the.  neceffary  proviiion  for  the  fecurity  of  Quincelius 
the  province.     Leaving  Drufus,  the  younger  of  the  fons  of  Livia,  to   Varus- 

.  Auguit. 

command  on  the  Rhine,  and  to  continue  the  military  fervices  he  had   ismo,  ^Etar,. 
lately  begun  among  the  Alps,  he  himfelf  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Italy. 
But,  willing  to  avoid  the  crowds  which  ulually  advanced  to  receive 
him  on  his  approach  to  the  city,  he  made  his  entry  in  the  night.   The 
Senate,  however,  not  to  Iofe  any  opportunity  of  paying  their  court, 
ordered  to  be  erected,  in  the  ufual  place  of  their  affembly,  an  altar, 
on  which  to  offer  a  facrifice.  of  thankfgiving  for  his  fafe  return  ;  and 
to  fignalize  the  occafion  by  fome  circumftance  of  a  gracious  nature, 
refolved,  that,  from  this   date,  whatever    criminal  within   the   city 
prefented  his  prayer  for  forgivenefs  to  the  emperor  in  perfon,  ihould 
obtain  his  pardon.    Both  thefe  flattering. decrees,  prefented  to  him  on. 
the  day  of  his  arrival, .he  rejected.      On   the  following  day,  ,he  re- 
ceived the  falutations  of  the  People  on  the  Palatine  Hill  %  ordered 
the  baths  to  be  thrown  open  to  them,  and  the  ufual  attendance   at 
fuch  places   to   be  given  at  his  own  exp.ence.     From  this  ceremony- 
he  proceeded  to  the  Capitol,  and  going  up  to  the  ftatue  of  Jupiter, , 
ftript  the  laurel  from  his  fafces,  and  laid  this  badge  of  his  victory  at 
the  feet  of  the  pedeflal.    He  then  affembled  the  Senate  ;  but  excufing 

64  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv. C.  23,.  *7  The  place  of  his  own  residence. 

4  himfelf 
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BOOK  himfelf  from  {peaking,  on  account  of  a  hoarfenefs,  he  delivered  a 
paper  to  be  read  by  his  Qmeftor,  containing  a  fummary  of  his  late 
operations  in  the  provinces,  and  fome  new  regulations,  by  which 
the  army,  for  the  future,  were  to  be  governed  68. 

Auguftus  had  gradually,  fince   his  acceffion  to  the  government  of 
the  empire,  endeavoured  to  improve  the  difcipline  of  the   legions, 
and  particularly  to  reftore  the  dignity  of  the  military  character,  by 
forbidding  the  admiffion  of  flaves.     From  this  rule  he  never  departed, 
except  either  upon  extraordinary  occafions,  which  required   fudden 
augmentations  of  the  army,  or  in  recruiting  particular  bodies  of  men, 
fuch  as  the  city-watch,  appointed  to  guard  againft  fire  and  other  dis- 
orders.   And  he  fucceeded  fo  far  in  reftoring  the  difcipline,  which  had 
been  much  relaxed  in  times  of  the  civil  war,  that   he   had  authority 
enough,  on  different  occafions,  to  difmifs,  without  any  provifion  or 
reward,  all  fuch  as  prefumed  to   make   any  demands  in  a  mutinous 
manner.     He  had   intirely  difbanded   the  tenth  legion  for  mutiny. 
In  urging  the  duties  of  the  fervice,  he  generally  decimated  fuch  bodies 
of  men  as  gave  way  before  an  enemy,  and  punilhed  with  death  the 
defertion  of  a  poft,  whether  in  officers  or  private  men.     Lefs  offences 
he  punilhed  with  fome  fpecies  of  ignominy  or  difgrace,  as,  by  obliging 
the  offender  to  ftand  a  whole  day  unarmed  before  the  general's  tent, 
with  fome  mark  or  badge  of  difgrace fg. 

By  the  regulations  now  preferred  to  the  Senate  for  their  appro- 
bation, the  term  of  military  fervice  was  fixed,  if  in  the  Praetorian 
bands,  at  twelve  years  ;  if  in  the  legions,  at  fixteen  years.  After 
this  term,  it  was  admitted  that  a  foldier  might  claim  his  discharge. 

It  had  been  the  practice  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  civil  wars  to  gratify 
the  veterans,  at  their  difmiflion,  with  grants  of  land ;  a  practice 
which  taught  the  armies  to  covet  the  poffeffions  of  their  fellow-citi- 

68  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  liv.  c.  25.  «»  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  23. 

2  zens, 
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zens,  and  to  feek  for  pretences  againft  them,  which,  in  reality,  ren-    CHAP. 


dered  that  fpecies  of  property  extremely  infecure.  But  Auguftus  now 
thought  himfelf  poffefTed  of  a  fufficient  authority  to  reform  this 
abufe,  and  to  fubftitute,  for  thefe  grants  of  land,  a  gratuity  in  money70. 
By  publifhiug  his  regulation  on  this  fubject,  he  greatly  quieted  the 
fears  and  apprehenfions  under  which  the  pacific  inhabitants  laboured 
in  different  parts  of  the  empire. 

The  utmoft  efforts  of  the  emperor  were  likewife  required,  on  the 
prefent  occahon,  to  preferve  the  mafk  under  which  he  wiflied  to 
conduct  his  government.  The  Senate,  though  maintained  in  all  its 
formalities,  was  obferved  to  have  no  power,  and  began  to  be  defert- 
ed.  The  civil  offices  were  fhunned  as  a  burden,  or  as  a  confpicuous 
fervitude.  Many  families  of  Senators  were  gone  to  decay,  and 
thofe  who  were  called  in  to  fupply  their  places,  either  had  not,  or 
denied  that  they  had  the  legal  qualification.  The  titles  of  magiftracy 
continued  for  fome  time  to  be  coveted,  on  account  of  the  rank  which 
they  were  fuppofed  to  beftow  ;  but  the  frequency  and  proftitution  of 
fuch  honours  now  rendered  them  contemptible  7' ;  and,  in  fome 
degree,  already  an  object  of  that  ridicule  which  is  fo  well  expreffed  by 
the  Satyrift  in  writings  of  a  later  date  7\ 

To  relieve  Senators,  in  part,  of  the  burdens  which  they  alone  were 
hitherto  appointed  to  bear,  the  emperor,  while  yet  in  Gaul,  gave  di- 
rections that  the  ten  judges,  who  decided  in  all  queflions  relating  to 
public  fales  and  confifcations,  the  three  infpectors  of  the  coin  ",  the 
officers  who  had  charge  of  public  executions  7+,  and  the  wardens  of 


'•  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  0.25.  Prstexte,  et  Trabeas,  Fakes,  Ledics, 

71  Ibid.  lib.  liv.  c.  30.  Tribunal.— 

i*  Perpetuo  rifu,    pulmonem  agkare  fo-  Juven.  Sat.  x.  v.  33. 

lebat  "  Triumviri  Monitales. 

Deraocritus,  quanquam  non  effent  ur-  74  Triumviri  Capitales. 
bibus  illis, 
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the  ftreets  and  highways  7S,  fhould  all,  for  the  future,  be  taken  from 
^the  Equeftrian  order.  It  was  now  the  practice  to  decline,  not 
only  fervile  or  burthenfome  offices  of  this  fort,  but  likewife  what 
had  been  the  higheft  ftations  under  the  republic  ;  and  it  became 
neceffary  to  force  the  acceptance  of  them  under  actual  penalties.  At 
sfirft,  all  who  had  been  Quseftors,  if  ftill  under  forty  years  of  age, 
were  draughted  by  lot  for  the  fuperior  offices  76 ;  all  likewife  who  had 
btenQuaftors,  and  who  were  poflefled  of  the  legal  eftate,  if  not  above 
thirty  years  of  age,  were  obliged  to  enrol  in  the  Senate. 

From  this  forced  enrolment  or  prqmotion,  however,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  general  prefs  for  Senators  and  officers  of  State, 
were  excluded  all  fuch  as  had  any  bodily  deformity  or  blemiffi,  or 
who  wanted  the  legal  eftate.  In  afcertaining  the  fortunes  of  Senators 
the  parties  themfelves  were  examined,  and  other  evidence  was  brought 
to  inveftigate  the  truth.  Such  as  appeared  to  have  made  any  dimi- 
nution in  their  paternal  inheritance  were  obliged  to  fpecify  the  loffes 
they  had  fuftained,  and  to  give  an  account  of  their  own  manner  of 
life 77. 

In  the  fequel  of  thefe  meafures,  which  were  intended  to  preferve 
the  appearance  of  a  commonwealth,  and  to  fupport  the  formalities  of  a 
civil  inftitutioti,  it  is  probable,  although  not  mentioned  by  any  of  the 
hiftorians,  that  Auguftus  accepted  of  a  prolongation  of  his  power  for 
other  five  years 7S  ;  and  again  affumed  Agrippa  with  himfelf  into  the 
office  of  Tribune  for  the  fame  term.  The  ceremony  of  this  refig- 
nation  became,  by  degrees,  a  matter  of  form,  and  his  refumption  of 
the  empire  was  made  known  by  fports  and  entertainments,  which 
rendered  the  occafion  extremely  agreeable  to  the  People. 

75  Viginti  Viri.  his  having  accepted  of  it  for  five  years,  are 

76  Dio.  Cafl'.  lib.  liv.  c.  26;  mentioned  ;    and    again,    it    is  mentioned, 

77  Ibid.  about  his  twentieth  year,  or  five  years  after 
7S  His  having  accepted  the  empire  for  ten  this  date,  that  he  accepted  of  it  for  ten  years 

years,  and,   at  the  expiratiou  of  this  period,     more. 

At 
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At  this  time  a  theatre,  which  had  been  begun  by  Marcellus,  was    c  H  A  p« 
finifhed,  and   opened  with  great  folemnity.     A  proceffion   of  noble    u — w — -> 
youth  was    led    by    Caius   the  fon  of  Agrippa,    and    adoptive  fon 
of  the  emperor.     Six  hundred  African  wild  beafts   were   baited   in 
the  Circus,  and  among  them  a  tyger,  it  being  the  firfl  time  that  this 
animal  made  its  appearance  at  Rome  ™. 

In  continuation  of  thefe  entertainments,  Julus,  the  fon  of  An- 
tony, being  Pra:tor,  celebrated  the  birth-day  of  Auguftus  with  the 
mod  expenfive  fhews,  and  in  his  public  character  entertained  the  Se- 
nate, together  with  the  emperor  himfelf,  at  a  feaft  in  the  Capitol  *\ 

Tiberius,  at  the  fame  time,  in  performance  of  a  vow  which  he  had 
made  for  the  emperor's  fafe  return  from  his  laft  excurfion  to  the  pro- 
vinces, gave  fplendid  entertainments.  Having  introduced  Caius 
Ccefar,  the  elded  of  the  emperor's  adoptive  fons,  and  placed  him  by 
himfelf  in  the  Prxtor's  chair  at  the  theatre,  lie  was  received  by  the 
People  with  fhouts  of  applaufe. 

The  emperor,  however,  gave  figns  of  difpleafure.     "  Such  pre- 

"  mature  honours,"  he  faid,  "  could  only  ferve  to  infpire  the  mind 

"  of  a  young  man  with  prefumption  and  pride  8'." 

About  this  time  died  the  famous  Triumvir   M.  JEmilius  Lepidus,  U.  C  740. 
.  .  .  Auguft. 

formerly  the  affociate  or  the  tool  of  Octavius  and  Antony,  in  the  ex-   i5mo,  ^tat. 

ecution  of  their  defigns  a gainft  the  republic.    While  he  was  fubfervient  4?* 

to  the  intereft  of  thefe  competitors,  he  was  allowed,   in  appearance, 

to  hold  athird  part  of  the  empire  ;  but  being  unfupported   by  any 

real  abilities  or  perfonal  authority,  he  ceafed  to  be  of  any  confequence 

the  moment  he  prefumed  to  act  for  himfelf,  and  was  too  inconfider- 

able,  even  to  be  an  object  of  refentment  to  thofe  he  had  injured. 

Auguftus  had  fuffered  this  fallen  rival  to  remain,  during  his  life, 

in  the  dignity  of  Pontiff,  and,  by  keeping  him  in  public  view,  de- 

»  Plin.  lib.  vlii.  c.  17.  »°  Dio.  Caff,  lib.  liv.  c.  25.  z6.  «'  Ibid.  c.  27. 

Vol.  III.  3  II  prived 
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BOOK     prlved  him  of  the  confolation  even  of  being  forgotten81.    The  emperor,,. 


c- 


though  himfelf  defirous  to  hold  this  facred  character,  and  frequently 
prefled,  by  his  flatterers,  to  fupplant  Lepidus,  was  too  cautious  to  violate 
any  fuppofed  religious  inftitution,  and  too  politic  to  trifle  with  ac- 
knowledged rights,  of  which  he  meant,  on  occalion,  to  avail  himfelf. 
But  upon  the  death  of  Lepidus,  he  did  not  neglect  to  aflume  the  only 
dignity  which  was  wanting  to  complete  the  accumulation  of  prero- 
gatives united  in  his  own  perfon. 

Agrippa  had  returned  to  Rome,  about  the   fame  time,  with  the 

emperor  j  but  foon  had  occalion  again  to  depart  from  Italy,  being  fent 

V.  C.  741.     to  quell  a  rebellion  that  broke  out  in  Panonia.     Upon  his  arrival  in 

M.  Valerius  m 

Barbatus,  this  country,  finding  the  natives  already  fubdued  by  the  fear  of  his  ap- 

Omilianin  '  proach,  he  accepted  of  their  fubmiifion  ;  and  though  ftill  in  the  depth 

cagv  "dus*  °f  wmter>  £et  out  on  n*s  return  to  Rome.     After  he  had  repaffed  the 

abdicavit,  feas    on  h}s  way  through  Campania,  he  was  taken  dangeroufly  ill. 

C.  Camruus.  '  °  *  '  a  ,  j 

Au«uft.  Auguftus  received  the  accounts  of  his  danger,  while  he  was  exhibit- 

i6mc,  JEt&t.  jng  fp0rts  to  the  People  in  the  name  of  his  two  fons,  Caius  and  Lu- 
cius, and  left  the  city  immediately  to  attend  his  friend  ;  but  came  too 
late,  and  after  he  expired. 

This  great  man  appears  to  have  been  worthy  of  the  beft  times  of 
the  republic.  He  had  magnanimity  enough  to  have  relied  on  his 
perfonal  qualities  alone  for  confideration  and  honour,  and  was  fit  to 
have  been  a  citizen  of  Rome  in  its  happieft  age ;  but  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  times,  and  the  principles  of  fidelity  to  the  friend  who 
trufted  him,  he  became  a  principal  fupport  of  the  monarchy.  His 
great  abilities  being  employed  to  maintain  the  government  and  autho- 
rity of  the  prince,  and  his  credit  with  the  prince  employed  in  acts  of 
juftice  and  moderation  to  the  People,  he  was  neither  an  object  of 
jeal-oufy  to  the  one,  nor  of  envy  to  the  other. 

s"-  Dio,  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  15. 

It- 
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It  was  a  fmgular  inftance  of  good  fortune  to  have  found  fuch  an    c  **  ^  p- 

officer,  and  a  mark  of  understanding  and  fteadinefs,  without  jealoufy,    *— — * ' 

and  without  wavering,  to  have  perfcvered  in  the  choice.  In  this, 
and  in  fome  other  inftances,  Auguftus  ihowed  that  his  talent  was  not 
mere  cunning,  but  a  principle  of  able  conduit,  which  is. tried  in 
nothing  more  than  in  the  choice  and  employment  of  proper  men.  He 
raifed  Agrippa,  though  not  a  flatterer,  from  a  low  condition,  to 
command  his  forces,  to  prefide  in  his  councils,  and,  laft  of  all,  by 
the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  to  the  higheft  place  in  his  own  fa- 
mily. 

.  At  the  funeral  of  his  friend,  the  emperor  took  upon  himfelf  the 
office  of  principal  mourner,  accompanied  the  corps  from  Campania  toN 
Rome ;  and  having  it  brought  into  the  Forum,  pronounced  the  fu- 
neral oration,  having,  while  he  fpoke,  a  fcreen  placed  between  him- 
felf and  the  dead  body.  In  order  to  confirm  and  to  encreafe  the 
regard  that  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed,  he  not  only 
ratified  that  part  of  the  will,  by  which  Agrippa  bequeathed  his  gar- 
dens and  his  baths  to  the  public,  but  in  his  name  alfo  made  further 
additions  to  the  legacy. 

Julia,  at  the  death  of  her  hufband,  was  again  pregnant,  and  bore 
a  third  fon,  who,  from  the  family  of  his  father,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  birth,  was  known  by  the  name  of  Agrippa  Poft- 
humus 83. 

*3  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Uv,  C.2S,  29. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Marriage  of  Julia  with  Tiberius. Death  of  Drafts. Death  of 

Macenas. Difgrace  of  Julia. War  in  Panama. Roman 

Legions  cut  of  in  Germany. Tiberius  affociated  in  the  Empire. 

« Death  of  Aagufus. 

BOOK    rr^PIE  death  of  Agrippa  made  way  for  Tiberius  Claudius  Nero, 

^__V^ ,      A     then  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  into  a  higher  place  than 

U.  C.  7*i.  ke  yet  hgij  jn  tjae  family  an(l  confidence  of  the  emperor. 
i6mo,  JEm.  Octavius  had  received  this  young  man  in  the  arms  of  his  mother 
Livia,  had  obferved  the  progrefs  of  his  childhood  and  youth,  and 
had  given  him  no  diftinguifhed  place  in  his  favour  during  the  lives  of 
Marcellus  or  Agrippa,  to  whom  he  had  fucceffively  married  his 
daughter :  but  being  deprived  of  both  thefe  fupports,  and  his 
adopted  children,  Caius  and  Lucius  being  yet  of  tender  age,  he  was 
led  to  receive  Tiberius  as  a  relation,  the  nearer!  to  fupply  the  place  of 
thofe  he  had  loft. 

Livia,  by  whofe  arts  the  emperor  now  began  to  be  governed,  was, 
according  to  the  report  of  hiftorians,  and,  as  we  may  infer  from  her 
own  conduct,  perfectly  formed  to  the  mind  of  her  hufband.     In  all 
matter?,  not  only  of  bufinefs,  whether  private  or  public,  but  even  in 
thofe  affairs  in  which  the  fexes  are  leaft  patient  of  each  others  fail- 
ings, fhe  preferved  or  affected  the  mod  implicit  fubmiffion  to  his  will. 
She  is  faid,  not  only  to  have  connived  at  his  infidelities,  but  as  often 
as  he  was  inclined  to  diverfify  his  pleafures,  even  to  have  employed 
her  fagacity  and  her  knowledge  of  his  choice  in  procuring  him  the 
means  of  indulging  his  fancy.     Herfelf,  the  dupe  of  no  paffion  which 
was  likely  to  miflead  her,  fhe  never  loft  an  opportunity  to  advance  her 
2  family, 
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family,  nor  rifked  the  mifcarriage  of  her  purpofe,  by  haftening  impro-  c  I "j  A  p* 
perly  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  Favoured  by  the  death  of  Agrippa,  v— .  '-*-■  ~> 
and  the  minority  of  the  young  Caefars,  fhe  eafily,  without  feeming 
to  entertain  any  improper  views  for  her  fon,  procured  his  advance- 
ment. He  was  at  firft  received  by  the  emperor  as  a  temporary  aid  in 
the  government,  and  afterwards  as  a  perfon  fit  to  become  the  third 
hufband  of  Julia ;  and  by  this  connection  to  occupy  a  rank  in  his 
family,  which  had  been  hitherto  confidered  as  the  neareft  to  his  own. 

Tiberius,  at  the  time  that  this  refolution  was  taken  in  his  favour, 
was  already  a  hufband  and  a  father,  having  been  married  to  Vip- 
fania,  the  daughter  of  Agrippa,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  named  Druius. 
He  is  {aid  to  have  parted,  with  great  reluctance,  from  Vipfania, 
then  a  fecond  time  pregnant,  in  order  to  make  way  for  Julia,  by 
whom  he  was  to  hold  the  fecond  place  in  the  empire. 

Auguftus  had  hitherto  diftinguifhed,by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter, 
the  perfon  whom  he  meant  to  point  out  as  his  fucceffor ;  but,  his  fa- 
mily being  now  become  numerous,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  any 
thoughts  of  giving  to  this  new  fon-in-law  precedence  of  his  adopted 
children,  Caius  and  Lucius,  who,  bearing  the  name  of  Casiar,  already 
precluded  any  competition  for  rank  in  the  empire  '.  This  third  mar- 
riage of  Julia,  he  probably  intended  for  a  purpofe,  which  it  did  not 
by  any  means  ferve,  that  of  reftraining  the  diforders  to  which  this 
unhappy  perfon  was  inclined. 

Tiberius  had  begun  his  mifitary  fervices  with  fome  diftindion  in 
Gaul,  and  now  coming  into  the  place  of  Agrippa,  was  fentto  reprefs 
a  rebellion,  which,  upon  the  report  of  that  officer's  death,  had  again 
broke  out  in  Panonia.,  Having  fucceeded  in  this  fervice,  he  gave 
orders,  that  the  youth  of  the  vanquifhed  nation  mould  be  fold  into 
flavery,  and  that  the  buyer  mould  come  under. an  obligation  to  tranf- 

•  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  3.1. 

port 
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BOOK  p0rt  them  far  from  their  native  country  ;  a  cruel  action,  hut  not  to 
be  imputed  merely  to  the  .perfonal  character  of  this  young  man,  as 
it  did  not  exceed  what  was  frequent  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Romans. 
Upon  this  occahon  Tiberius  had  the  honour  of  a  triumph  conferred 
by  the  Senate;  but  by  the  emperor's  directions,  while  he  accepted  of 
the  triumphal  robes,  he  declined  to  enter  the  city  in  procefhon  *. 

About  the  fame  time  Drufus,  the  younger  brother  of  Tiberius, 
then  ftationed  on  the  Rhine,  had  repulfed  a  body  of  Germans, 
pafled  the  river  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  laid  wafte  the  contiguous 
country  of  the  Sicambri  and  Ufipetes,  which,  lying  between  the 
Lippe  and  the  I  (Tel,  is  now  the  biihopric  of  Munfter,  or  the  province 
of  Zutphen.  Having  embarked  his  army,  he  fell  down  the  IfTel  to 
the  marihy  lands  inhabited  by  the  Frifii  and  Chauci,  probably  what 
are  now  the  provinces  of  Friefland  and  Groningen,  arrived  without 
rehftance  at  the  fea,  where  the  tides,  to  which  his  Italian  mariners 
were  unaccuftomed,  leaving  them  fometimes  afhore,  and  almoft  out 
of  fight  of  the  fea,  at  other  times  threatening  to  overflow  all  the  lands 
in  their  view,  gave  them  at  firft  confiderable  trouble  ;  but  having 
learned  t®  accommodate  themfelves  to  this  alternate  flux  and  reflux 
of  the  waters,  they  took  the  benefit  of  the  floods  to  re-afcend  the 
river,  and  returned  to  their  flation  on  the  frontiers  of  Gaul. 

Drufus,  having  thus  explored  the  coafts  of  the  northern  ocean,  fet 
out  for  Italy ;  and,  though  already  vefted  with  the  dignity  of  Praetor, 
was  made  to  accept  of  an  inferior  rank  in  the  office  of  jEdile;  pro- 
bably to  fet  an  example,  encouraging  others  to  comply  with  the 
forms  of  the  republic  which  were  ftill  kept  up ;  but  which  were  at 
this  time  very  much  neglected  by  perfons  of  rank 3. 

As  the  Roman  armies  had  now,  for  fome  time,  ceafed  to  make 
offenfive  war.     Many  of  the  barbarous  nations  took  courage  from 

*  Dio.  CafT.  lib.  liv.  c.  31.  3  Ibid.  lib.  Hv.  c.  32. 
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this  circumftance,  and  began  to  harafs  the  provinces  in  their  neigh-    c  H  A  p- 

bourhood,  pafled  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube  in   frequeAt  incurfions    v. , * 

and  laid  wafte  the  frontiers  of  Gaul,  fanonia  and  Thrace;  infomuch, 
that  it  appeared  neceffary,  for  the  fecurity  of  thefe  provinces,  to 
attack  the  enemy,  and  to  furniih  them  fufficient  occupation  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  country. 

In  the  fprinsr   of  the  following;  year,  Drufus  accordingly  havine  u-  c-  724- 

.    °  .  \  Q^.Llius 

returned  to  his  command  on  the  frontiers  of  Gaul,  pafTed  the  Rhine,  Tubero, 

Paulus  Tre- 

over-ran  the  territory  of  the  Chatti 4,  and  penetrated  to  the  Wefer.   bius  Max. 
In  thefe  operations,  although  the  emperor's  object,  on  this  and  every   Auguft. 
other  fervice,  was  merely  defenfive,  it  appeared  neceifary,  not  only  J1m    ' 
to  occupy  both  banks  of  the  Rhine;  but  likewife  to   have   fortified 
ftations  on  the  Lippe,  from  which  to  obferve  the  Germans  in. their 
future  preparations  to  pafs  the  river  for  the  purpofe  of  invading  Gaul. 

Drufus,  for  his  fervices  in  this  campaign,  was  faluted  by  the 
army,  as  had  been  cuftomary  in  the  times  of  the  republic,  with  the 
title  of  Imperator  j  but  this  defignation  having  been,  for  fome  time, 
appropriated  to  the  fovereign  as  head  of  the  armies  of  the  empire, 
was  now,  by  him,  refufed  to  Drufus.  The  title  of  Proconful,  with 
the  triumphal  robes,  were  decreed  to  him  inftead  of  the  other.  On 
his  return  to  Gaul,  the  Germans  laid  an  ambufcade  on  the  route  by 
which  he  was  to  pafs,  and  threatened  his  army  with  imminent  danger; 
but  loft  the  advantage  of  the  difpofition  they  had  made,  by  difcover- 
ing  their  pofture  too  foon,  and  by  giving  the  Romans  an  opportunity 
to  extricate  themfelves  by  a  vigorous  attack,  in  which  they  gained  a 
decifive  victory. 

Upon  the  news  of  this  event,  which  feemed  to  remove,  for  fome 
time,  the  profpect  of  any  further  trouble  on  the  fide  of  Germany,  it 
was  propofed,  once  more,  to  fhut  the  gates,  of  Janus s.      But  an  ir- 

*  Suppofed  to  be  that  of  Heffe.  s  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  liv.  c.  36. 
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ruption  of  the  Daci,  who  pafled  the  Danube  on  the  ice,  together 
with  inroads  made  by  the  Thracians  into  Macedonia,  and  frefh  in- 
furrections  in  Dalmatia,  ftill  kept  the  empire  in  a  ftate  of  war. 

Lucius  Pifo,  formerly  governor  of  Pamphilia,  was  employed  in 
reprefiing  the  attempts  of  the  Thracians  ;  and  Tiberius,  in  reducing 
the  Dalmatians 6.  The  laft  of  thefe  territories,  which,  in  the  gene- 
ral partition  of  the  empire,  had  been  committed  to  the  Senate,  was 
now,  on  account  of  its  frequent  revolts,  taken  under  the  immediate 
infpedViou  of  the  emperor. 

While  thefe  operations  took  place,  under  the  officers  whom  the 
emperor  employed  in  the  provinces,  he  himfelf  remained  at  Rome  ; 
and  the  few  circumftances  which  are  mentioned,  relating  to  affairs  of 
State  in  the  capital,  are  charadleriftic  of  the  times,  but  not  otherwife 
interefting  or  important. 

The  emperor  himfelf,  in  his  capacity  of  infpector  of  manners,  took 
an  account  of  the  People,  paying  the  higheft  regard  to  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  Senator  and  Knight,  and  to  the  honours  which  were  con- 
ftituted  by  titles  of  office,  as  thofe  of  Praetor  and  Conii.il.  But  thefe 
names  of  difti  notion,  which  he  affected  to  preferve,  having  no  real 
confideration  or  power  annexed  to  them,  only  ferved  to  remind  the 
People  of  dignities  which  no  longer  exifted. 

The  Senate  itfelf,  though  filled  with  perfons  who  bore  the  titles 
of  Praetorian  and  Confular,  and  though,  with  affe&ed  refpect,  ftill  pre- 
ferved  among  the  ruins  of  the  commonwealth,  being  deprived  of  its 
antient  foundations,  underwent  a  continual  decay  :  and  the  honours 
to  which  citizens  had  formerly  afpired,  with  fo  much  ardour,  were 
now  neglected  or  fhunned  with  difdain.  The  wealthy,  fearing  more 
the  burdens  to  which  they  might  be  expofed,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
pofleffing  great  riches,  than  coveting  the  honours  to  which  the  quali- 

*  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iiv.  .c.  34.    Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  98. 
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fication  of  Senator,  intitled  them,  came  to  the  mufters  with  reluc- 
tance, and  even  concealed  their  effects. 

To  counteract  this  difpoiition,  and  to  fet  an  example  of  public 
duty,  the  emperor  made  a  fair  return  of  his  own  patrimonial  eftate, 
and,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  his  fovereignty,  endeavoured  to 
raife  the  value  of  fubordinate  ranks,  admitted  members  into  the 
Senate  with  lower  qualifications  than  formerly ;  diminished  the 
quorum,  or  number  that  was  hitherto  required  to  conftitute  a  legal 
afTembly ;  and,  affecting  great  refpect  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  ordered  their  journals  to  be  regularly  kept ;  and  gave  this 
matter  in  particular  charge  to  the  Quxftors. 

In  other  refpects,  the  fervility  of  the  times  feemed  to  outrun  the 
exactions  of  che  fovereign.  Some  of  the  courtiers,  in  their  defire 
to  flatter,  and  others,  under  the  fear  of  being  fufpected  of  difaf- 
fection,  began  the  practice  of  contributing  fums  of  money  to  erect 
ftatues  to  the  emperor ;  and  he  himfelf,  in  confequence  of  fome 
dream,  or  directed  by  fome  fpecies  of  fuperftition,  made  it  a  pra&ice, 
on  certain  days,  to  afk,  as  in  charity,  from  all  who  came  in  his  way, 
fome  finall  pieces  of  money  \  As  he  was  in  his  temper  fufficienfly 
liberal,  neither  of  thefe  practices  brought  him  under  any  imputation 
of  rapacity.  What  was  contributed  to  erect  ftatues  for  himfelf  he  em- 
ployed in  multiplying  thofe  of  the  gods,  particularly  in  erecting  the 
allegorical  images  of  Safety,  Concord,  and  Peace.  What  he  received 
as  a  charity  was  returned  twofold. 

The  republican  honours,  though  much  faded  on  every  other  brow 
ftill  bore  a  confiderable  luftre  among  the  emperor's  titles,  made  a 
part  of  his  ftate,  and  an  engine  of  his  power.     Thofe  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  in  particular,  equally  fuited  to  every  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment, were  eafily  brought  in  aid  of  his  military  power.     For  this 

7  Sueton.  in  Vit.  Auguft.  c.  91. 
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BOOK    reafon  the  title  of  Flamen  Dialis,  or  Prieft  of  Jupiter,  was  now  added 

VI. 
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to  the  other  dignities  of  the  fame  kind  which  the  emperor  had  recently 
alTumed.  It  being  deemed  ominous,  and  prefaging  the  greater!  ca- 
lamities, if  a  Flamen  Dialis  fhould  die  in  office,  this  dignity  formed 
an  additional  guard  to  the  emperor's  perfon.  It  had  been  vacant 
about  feventy  years  from  the  demife  of  Merula,  who  being  Conful 
when  China  forced  his  way  into  the  city,  and  feeing  no  means  of 
efcape,  in  order  to  avert  from  his  country  the  fuppofed  evils  which 
rauft  have  followed  from  his  dying  in  the  priefthood,  diverted  him- 
felf,  ftripped  the  facred  creft  or  fillet  from  his  hair,  and  being  thus 
reduced  to  a  private  ftation,  cut  his  own  arteries,  and  fprinkled  the 
altar  of  Jupiter  with  his  blood. 

This  ceremony,  it  was   fuppofed,  had  averted  the  evils  to  which 
the  republic,   to  expiate  the  death  of  this  facred  perfon,  would  have 
been    otherwife    expofed,    and    the    priefthood;    had,    from    reve- 
rence to  this  illuftrious  martyr,  been  fuffered  to  remain   vacant  till 
a  perfon  could  be  found  that  was  worthy  to  fucceed  him ;  a  con- 
dition which  was  now  fuppofed  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  perfon  of 
Auguftus. 
u.c.  743.         About  this  date  died  O&avia,  the  widow  of  Marcellus  and  of 
nius  Afri-       Mark  Antony.     Her  obfequies  being  performed  with  great  pomp, 
Q^Fabius       the  emperor  himfelf  pronounced  the  funeral  oration,  having  a  fcreen, 
jfug'Tsnio     as  at  tne  burial  of  Agrippa,  to  hide  the  body  from  his  view, 
.ffitat.  52.  Soon  after    this   event,    notwithftanding    there    was   no   recent 

alarm  from  the  enemy  on  the  Rhine,  the  emperor  thought  proper  to 
change  the  place  of  his  refidence  from  Italy  to  the  north  of  the  Alps. 
Under  pretence  of  obferving  the  ftorms  which  ftill  threatened  the 
province  of  Gaul  from  the  barbarous  nations  in  its  frontier,  he  took 
his  ftation  for  the  campaign  at  the  confluence  of  the  Soane  and  the 
Rhone,  and  from  thence  gave  his  inftru&ions  to  the  two  brothers, 
Tiberius  and  Drufus,  to  whom  the  war  was  committed  on  the  Save 

!  and 
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and  the  Rhine.     Both  having  been  fuccefsful  in  the  fervices  entrufted    CHAP, 
to  them,  joined  the  emperor  at  his  quarters,  and  from  thence  ac-  * 

companied  him  to  Rome,  where  they  partook  in  the  honours  which 
were  paid  to  him  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms. 

In  the  following  fpring  the  two  brothers  renamed  their  commands  u.  C.  744. 
and  the  emperor  returned  to  his  former  refidence  on  the  Rhone.  djusD^iTfus 
Drufus  pafled  the  Rhine,  over-ran  the  country  of  the  Chatti,  and  Q^Fabius 

r  J  Maximus. 

penetrated   to  the  Elbe,  where  he  erected  fome  trophies,  and  left  Aug.  19™, 
fome  monuments  of  the  progrefs  he  had  made  ;  but  on  the  approach 
of  winter,  being  obliged  to  retire,  he  was  taken  ill  on  the  march 
and  died. 

Tiberius,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  emperor  on  the  firft  news  of 
his  brother's  illnefs,  came  in  time  to  fee  him  expire.  The  funeral 
being  to  be  performed  in  Italy,  the  corpfe,  during  the  march  of 
the  army  to  the  Rhine,  was  carried  by  officers  of  the  higheft 
rank.  From  the  Rhine  it  was  conveyed  on  the  moulders  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  who  received  it  on  the  confines  of  their  re- 
fpective  diftricts,  and  bore  it  to  the  next.  Auguftus  himfelf,  on  the 
occafion,  repaired  to  Rome  ;  but  being  then  in  a  military  character, 
or  in  the  actual  exercife  of  a  military  commiffion,  and  not  per- 
mitted, by  the  ancient  forms  of  the  republic,  to  enter  the  city,  he 
fpoke  a  funeral  oration  in  the  Circus  Flaminius,  which  was  without 
the  walls.  Tiberius  followed  the  corpfe  to  the  forum,  and  delivered 
another  oration  there.  The  obfequies  were  performed  by  perfons  of 
the  equeftrian  and  fenatorian  rank.  The  afhes  were  depolited  in  the 
tomb  of  Auguftus. 

The  title  of  Germanicus  having  been  conferred  on  Drufus,  it  re- 
mained in  his  family.  He  had  iflue  two  fons  and  a  daughter ;  the 
eldeft  known  by  the  name  of  Germanicus  Csfar,  the  younger  by 
the  name  of  Claudius,  long  neglected  on  account  of  his  imbecility ; 

3  I  2  and 
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and  the  daughter  Livilla,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned  as  the  wife  of 
fuccefiive  hufbands. 

Tiberius,  focn  after  the  funeral  of  his  brother,  entered  the  city  in 
procefhon,  to  celebrate  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  Dalmatia.  He 
gave  a  public  feaft  to  the  people  ;  and  as  in  this  entertainment  only- 
one  of  the  fexes  could  partake,  Livia  and  Julia  were  allowed  to  en- 
tertain the  other. 

The  influence  of  Livia,  and  the  elevation  of  her  family,  notwith- 
Handing  the  hopes  that  were  entertained  of  Caius  and  Lucius  Csefar, 
were  now  apparent,  and  procured  her  flattering  decrees  from  the 
Senate,  that  were  offered  in  confolation  for  the  lofs  of  her  fon.  Her 
ftatue  was  ere&ed  at  the  public  expence,  and  fhe  herfelf  was  veiled 
with  the  privilege,  reckoned  fo  highly  honourable  at  Rome,  that  of 
being  the  parent  of  three  children  \ 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  Auguftus  again  entered 
the  city  in  a  kind  of  triumphal  proceffion,  carrying  his  laurel  to  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Ferretrius,  inftead  of  that  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus. 
But  he  made  no  rejoicings,  alleging,  that  he  had  fuffered  more  by 
the  death  of  Drufus  than  he  had  gained  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms. 
The  Confuls,  however,  took  charge  of  the  folemnities  ufual  on  fuch 
occafions,  and  among  the  public  fhows  brought  forth  fome  captives, 
whom  they  obliged,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  People,  to  fight  in 
the  theatre  9. 

The  period  for  which  Auguflus,  at  his  laft  pretended  refignation,. 
had  confented  to  accept  of  the  government,  being  expired,  he  affe&ed 
a  purpofe,  as  formerly,  to  refign  the  empire  ;  a'nd  was  again  pre- 
vailed upon  to  refume  it  for  ten  years  more.  The  decline  of  the 
eivil  eftablilhment,  of  which  he  ftill  wilhed  to  preferve  the  appear- 
ances, occupied  his  principal  attention.     The  Senate,  as  has  been  ob- 


*  Dio.  CaO".  lib.  xxxv.  c.  1,  2. 


9  Ibid.  lib.  If, 


c.  5. 


ferved^ 
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ferved,  underwent    a   continual  degradation,  and  its  aflemblies  were    CHAP. 

'  .  IV. 

neglected.     The  members  excufed  their  neglect,  by  pretending,  that 

the  times  of  meeting  being  irregular,  they  had  no  proper  intimation 
to  attend  ;  and  that  they  were  frequently  engaged  in  trials  and  other 
public  buiinefs  wThen  the  Senate  was  called. 

To  obviate  fuch  excufes  for  the  future,  the  emperor  appointed  or- 
dinary aflemblies  of  the  Senate  on  particular  days  of  each  month, 
and  ordered  that  thofe  days  fhould  be  kept  clear  of  trials,  or  any  other 
public  bufinefs  whatever,  that  might  occupy  the  members.  Having 
formerly  reduced  the  number  that  was  required  to  conftitute  a  legal 
meeting,  from  four  hundred  to  three  hundred,  he  now  directed,  that 
in  matters  of  lefs  moment,  even  fewer  might  conftitute  fuch  meet- 
ings, and  that  in  fixing  the  quorum  on  any  particular  occafion,  re- 
gard fhould  be  had  to  the  importance  of  the  bufinefs  before  them ; 
that  even  without  requiring  the  prefence  of  any  determinate  number,, 
the  Senate  might  form  refolutions  which,  though  not  accom- 
panied with  the  force  of  laws,  fhould  neverthelefs  be  deemed  of  great 
authority.  He,  at  the  fame,  ordered  a  lift  of  the  members  to  be 
publifhed ;  increafed  the  fine  ufually  paid  for  abfence,  and,  to  faci- 
litate the  ordinary  courfe  of  their  proceedings,  extended  to  the. 
Prsetors  the  privilege  of  making  motions,  which  had  been  hitherto 
confined  to  the  Confuls  or  to  himfelf, 

Thefe  feveral  refolutions,  before  they  pafled  into  laws,  were  pofted 
up  in  the  Senate-houfe,  and  every  perfon  was  invited  to  offer  his 
obfervations  and  corrections  9. 

About   the    fame  time    are    dated   other  regulations  afcribed    to 

O 

Auguftus,  of  which  fome  related  to  the  conduct  of  elections,  and 
others  to  that  of  criminal  trials.  As  to  the  firft,  although  every  office 
was  filled  by  his  own  nomination,  he  affected  to  preferve  the  antient 

9  Dion.  Caff.  lib.  Iv.  c.  3,  4. 

forms  5 ; 
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B  'vP  K    f°rms  5   and,  in  order  to  give  fome  appearance  of  reality  to  the  right 

t— v '    of  election,  which  he  affected  to  leave  with  the  People,  he  prefcribed 

rules,  which  were  to  be  obferved  in  the  manner  of  collecting  the 
votes,  and  in  reftraining  corruption.  Among  thefe  it  is  mentioned, 
that  he  ordered,  as  foonas  any  candidate  had  declared  himfelf,  he  fhould 
depofit  a  certain  fum  of  money,  to  be  forfeited  in  cafe  he  were  de- 
tected in  procuring  any  fuffrage  by  corrupt  means. 

In  refpect  to  criminal  trials,  as  the  fubject  was  more  ferious,  the 
regulations  now  made  by  the  emperor  were  of  more  effect.  In  this 
matter  he  wifhed  to  fet  afide  the  forms  of  the  republic,  though  by 
evafion,  rather  than  by  a  formal  repeal. 

So  long  as  the  People  were  fovereigns  of  the  commonwealth,  it 
was  part  of  the  fecurity  which,  in  their  collective  capacity,  they  pro- 
vided for  themfelves,  as  individuals  amenable  to  the  laws,  that  nojlave 
could  be  tortured  to  give  evidence  aga'wji  his  majler.  As  this  law,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  government,  might  obftruct  profecutions  that 
were  inftituted  even  for  the  emperor's  fafety,  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  find  fome  expedient  by  which  to  elude  its  force.  For  this 
purpofe  it  was  enacted,  that  fuch  flaves  as  might  be  wanted  in  evi- 
dence againft  their  mafters  fhould  be  conveyed  by  a  formal  procefs 
of  fale  to  the  emperor,  and  that,  being  in  his  pofTeffion,  they  might 
be  put  to  the  queftion,  or  cited  as  witneffes,  even  againft  their  former 
mafters. 

This  act  is  by  Tacitus  imputed  to  Tiberius,  and  in  either  emperor 
was  confidered  as  a  dreadful  innovation  30.  But  the  confideration  of 
the  emperor's  fafety  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  fufficient  excufe  for  any 
deviation  that  was  made  from  the  forms  of  the  republic. 

In  whatever  degree  the  prefent  emperor  employed,  in  defence  of 
his  perfon,  the  feverity  of  criminal  profecutions,  and  the  fear  of  the 


16  Tacit.  Anal. 


executioner, 
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executioner,  he  appears  to  have  relied  for  his  fafety  more  on  the    C  H  A  p. 

difguifes    under    which   he  concealed    his   ufurpation,    and   on    the   ' » ' 

moderation    and   the    popularity  of  his   manners.      By    the   refpect 
which  he  affected  to  pay  to  the  Senate  and  officers  of  State,  he  held 
up  the  forms  of  the  republic  as  a  kind  of  fhield  between  himfelf  and 
the  zealots  of  the  republican  government.     He  endeavoured  to  gain 
the  People  by  his  affability,  and  frequently  bore  with  familiarities 
from  perfons  of  the  loweft  condition.     As  an  example  of  the  temper 
with  which  he  endured  the  faucy  or  petulant  remains  of  military  or 
republican  freedom  ",  it  is  mentioned,  that  being  called  upon  to  act 
as  counfel  in  behalf  of  a  foldier  who  was  to  be  tried  for  fome  crime, 
and  having,    under  pretence  of  fome  other  engagement,  named  a 
friend  to  undertake  the  caufe  :   This,  faid  the  foldier,  is  not  a  proper 
return  to  me.     In  your  danger  I  did Hot  employ  a  fub/litute,  but  intetpofed 
myfelf.     He  received  with  feeming  indifference  the  reports  of  fpies 
and  informers.     To  a  perfon  of  this  character,  who  accufed  iEmilius 
iElianus  of  having  frequently  traduced  him  j   Prove  me  this,  laid  he,, 
and  I  ivill  fhow  JElianus,  that  I  too  in  my  turn  can  Jind  faults  in  his. 
eharacler.     Tiberius  having  once  written  him  a  warm  letter,  with  a 
complaint  of  the  fame  kind,  he  bid  him  beware  of  the  heats  of 
youth.     //  is  enough,  he  faid,  that  we  can  hinder  people  prom  doing  us 
any  harm  " ;  we  may  allow  them  to  fay  what  they  pleafe.  '  Yet  in  this, 
he  did  not  act  from  contempt  of  the   public  opinion  ;    for   in  fome 
inftances  he  even  condefcended  to  anfwer  accufations  that  were  pub- 
lilhed  againft  his  private  or  public  character  ,3.     His  difcretion  and 
prudence  prevented  the  occafions  of  much  jealoufy  and  refentment  j 
and,  in  many  parts  of  his  reign,  imitated  the  effects  of  generofity 
and  elevation  of  mind,  if  they  did  not  amount  to  the  real  poffeffionu 
of  thefe  characters. 

"  Dio.  Caff  lib.  lv.  c.  4,  »  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  56,  M  Ibid. 

Auguftuc 
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Auguftus  having  paffed  the  winter  at  Rome,  returned  in  the  fpring 
to  his  former  ftation  in  Gaul,  accompanied  by  Caius,  the  elder  of 
his  adopted  fons,  whom  he  now  propofed  to  introduce  to  the  military 
fervice  ;  and  by  Tiberius,  who,  notwithstanding  the  rife  of  a  new  light 
in  the  perfon  of  the  young  Casfar,  who  threatened  to  obfcure  his 
luftre,  continued  to  receive  frefh  marks  of  the  emperor's  favour,  and 
was  confidered  as  a  principal  fupport  of  his  government.  Being 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  he  had  charge  of  the 
war  which  had  lately  been  committed  to  Drums,  his  younger  brother. 
But  few  particulars  are  mentioned  of  the  campaign  which  followed 
in  that  quarter.  He  is  accufed,  in  one  inftance,  of  having  violated 
the  public  faith,  by  having  feized  as  prifoners,  and  fent  in  chains 
to  different  parts  of  the  Roman  provinces,  the  deputies  of  fome  Ger- 
man nations,  who  came  in  a  public  capacity  to  treat  of  peace  ;  and 
of  having  laid  wafte  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
province. 

The  Germans,  however,  were  probably  rather  incenfed  than 
fubdued  by  thefe  meafures.  Their  depvities,  who  had  been  made 
prifoners,  that  they  might  not  be  employed  againft  their  own  nations 
as  hoftages,  put  themfelves  to  death  ;  and  their  countrymen  retained 
the  mod  vehement  purpofe  of  revenge.  But  whatever  may  have 
been  the  remit,  it  is  mentioned,  that  Auguftus  received  from  the 
army  the  title  of  Imperator,  and  gave  this  title  likewife  to  Tiberius ; 
that  he  put  him  in  nomination  for  Conful  on  the  following  year,  and, 
at  their  return  to  Rome,  permitted  him  to  make  his  entry  into  the 
city  in  triumph,  while  he  himfelf  declined  the  honour. 

Soon  after  the  emperor's  arrival  in  Italy,  he  fuffered  a  great  lofs 

by  the  death  of  Maecenas.     This  event  made  a  breach  in  the  civil 

department   of  his  affairs,    not   lefs   than    that  which    the  death'  of 

Agrippa  had  made  in  the  military.     The  predilection  of  this  minifter 

2  for 
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for  learning,  and  the  intimacy  in  which  he  lived  with  perfons  of  the    c  ^  A  P. 

beft  and  moft  elegant  accomplishments,  who  were  recommended  to   < /—— J 

him  merely  by  their  merit,  has  made  his  name  proverbial  among 
thofe  of  the  patrons  of  letters.  His  inclination  in  this  matter,  if  it 
did  not  form  the  tafte  of  his  mailer,  happily  concurred  with  it,  and 
brought  him  acquainted  with  thofe  elegant  productions  of  genius 
which  occupy  the  affections,  as  well  as  the  fancy ;  and  which,  in  a 
fituation  otherwife  likely  to  inftill  pride,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft  of 
mankind,  ferved  at  once  as  an  antidote  to  thefe  evils,  and  opened 
the  way  to  better  difpofitions.  Maecenas  had  ferved  his  prince 
with  great  fidelity,  and,  if  not  infenfible  to  perfonal  ambition, 
was  at  leaft  fatisfied  with  the  elevation  he  had  gained  in  the 
confidence  of  his  prince.  He  retained  the  equeftrian  rank  to 
which  he  was  born,  without  endeavouring  to  accumulate  the  pre- 
ferments or  titles  which  were  fo  much  an  object  of  ambition  in 
the  earlier  part  of  this  reign,  and  fo  eafy  an  acquifition  in  the  latter 
part  of  it  *3.  It  is  obferved,  however,  that  he  experienced,  as  is 
common,  fome  viciffitude  in  his  mailer's  temper,  and  outlived 
the  high  meafure  of  favour  which  he  enjoyed,  but  without  any  in- 
terruption of  his  duty.  As  he  lived,  when  moft  in  favour,  without 
any  public  envy,  fo  he  efcaped  every  public  infult  when  fuppofed  in 
difgrace.  While  he  prefented  the  Emperor  with  a  continual  model  of 
elegance,  ingenuity,  and  good  temper,  he  took  the  liberty  to  check 
his  paffions,  and  ferved  him  no  lefs  by  the  fincerity  of  his  fpeech, 
than  by  the  ability  of  his  conduct.  An  inftance  of  the  freedom  he 
took  is  mentioned  on  occafion  of  a  trial  in  which  Auguftus  himfelf, 
according  to  cuftom,  fat  in  judgment  on  fome  criminals  of  State. 
Maecenas  obferving  him  agitated  with  paffion,  and  likely  to  pro- 
nounce fome  precipitant  or  cruel  fentence,  and  being  hindered  by 

,s  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.iii.  c.  30. 

Vol.  III.  3  K  the 
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U.  C.  746. 
Tiberius 
Claudius 
Nero,  Cn. 
Calpurnius. 


BOOK  the  crowd  from  reaching  his  ear,  handed  a  billet  to  him,  which  con- 
tained no  more  than  two  words,  which  may  be  translated  into  this 
homely  expreffion,  hangman,  begone'* !  The  admonition,  however, 
had  its  effect,  and  the  emperor  adjourned  the  court. 

The  minifter  left  his  whole  eftate,  as  was  the  fafhion  of  the  age, 
to  the  emperor's  difpofal IS. 

By  thefe  fucceffive  diminutions  of  the  lift  of  confidents,  on  whom 
Auguftus  relied  for  the  adminiftration  of  his  government,  the  influ- 
ence of  Livia,  and  the  fortunes  of  her  fon  Tiberius,  received  a  con- 
tinual advancement.  The  latter,  after  he  had  refumed  the  military 
habit,  in  his  capacity  of  commander  of  the  armies  on  the  Rhine, 
being  to  enter  on  the  office  of  Conful,  was  received  by  the  Senate 
Aug.  2 1  mo,     jn  the  Curia  Oflavia,  beyond  the  walls  of  the  city.     In  his  addrefs 

JLtat.  55.  J  ,  \ 

to  this  affembly  he  fpoke  of  the  public  works  which  he  propofed  to 
erect.  Among  thefe  a  Temple  of  Concord,  to  be  infcribed  with  his 
own  name,  joined  with  that  of  his  brother ;  and  of  another  temple,  to 
be  dedicated  by  himfelf,  in  conjunction  with  his  mother  Livia.  He 
gave,  in  her  name  and  in  his  own,  upon  this  occafion,  fplendid  en- 
tertainments to  the  Senate,  and  to  perfons  of  diftinction  of  both  fexes. 
Having  vowed  an  exhibition  of  public  {hows  for  the  fafe  return 
of  the  emperor  from  his  laft  campaign,  he  made  all  the  neceflary 
provifion  for  the  performance  cf  his  vow  ;  but  being  obliged  to 
,  fet  out  for  the  army,  he  trufled  the  difcharge  of  this  duty  with  Pifo,. 
his  colleague  in  the  Confulate,  and  with  Caius,  the  eldefl  of  the 
emperor's  fons. 

This  folemnity  received  a  great  addition  from  the  fports  and  en- 
tertainments which  were   given   at   the  fame  time  by  the  emperor. 

■*  Surge,   Carnife.x.  That  of  Virgil  ended  about  ten  years  before.. 

15  The  fame  year  in  which  Micenns  died     Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lv.  c.  7. 
put  a  period  likewife  to  the  life  of  Horace. 


9 


himfelf,, 
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himfelf,  to    celebrate  the  memory   of  Agrippa,    at  the  opening  of    c  H  A  p- 

the  portico,  of  the  hall,  and  of  the  pleafure-grounds  which  had  been    <. ^-~f 

bequeathed  by  that  officer  to  the  Roman  People  '\  Gladiators  were 
exhibited  at  firft  in  fimple  pairs,  afterwards  in  numerous  parties,  that 
fought  as  in  real  battles-  Such  was  the  ferocity  of  the  R6mans  in 
the  choice  of  amufements,  even  after  the  character  of  the  people 
ceafed  to  be  military,  and  when  the  public  entertainments,  formerly 
perhaps  in  part  intended  as  nurferies  for  foldiers,  had  no  longer  any 
other  object  than  that  of  miniftering  to  their  pleafure. 

The  Caefars,  Caius  and  Lucius,  though  yet  too  young  for  bufinefs 
of  State,  began  to  feel  the  fpur  of  ambition,  and  were  alarmed  at 
the  advancement  of  Livia's  family.  Even  their  own  ftep-father,  Ti- 
berius, they  were  taught  to  confider  as  a  rival  in  confederation  and 
power.  And  it  is  faid,  that,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  him  in  his 
advancement  to  public  honours,  the  youngefl  of  the  two  brothers 
made  application  to  be  veiled  with  the  dignity  of  Conful.  The  pro- 
pofal  was  received  by  the  People  with  applaufe,  but  difcouraged  by 
the  emperor,  who,  reflecting,  as  he  pretended,  on  the  prefumption 
of  his  own  youth,  or  on  the  neceffity  of  the  times  which  had 
brought  himfelf  forward  into  this  ftation  at  an  improper  age,  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  "  That  he  hoped  never  again  to  fee  a  time  when  the 
"  office  of  Conful  miift  be  intruded  to  a  perfon  under  twenty."  To 
pacify  the  young  man  under  this  difappointment,  he  was  advanced  to  » 
the  dignity  of  the  priefthood,  got  admiffion  into  the  Senate,  and 
had  a  place  among  the  members  of  that  body  at  the  public  theatre. 

Soon   after   this   date  Tiberius,  probably   in  confequence   of  the  u.  C.  747. 

jealoufy  he  had  thus  given  to  the  emperor's  adopted  fons,  underwent  Ealbus!"* 

a  great  and  a  hidden  change  in  the  ftate  of  his  fortunes.     Upon  his  y^"nft"JS 

return  from  the  campaign  on  the  Rhine,  he  was  vefted  with  the  cha-  AuS-  17-Jo> 
1     °  iEta:.  56. 

17  Dio.  Cafi".   lib.  lv.  c.  8. 

I  K  2  ra&er 
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BOOK 
VI. 


U.  C.  74?. 
Imperator 
Csefar  12010. 
P.  Cornelius 
Sylla. 

Aug.  23tio,. 
^Etat.  57. 

U.  C.  749. 
C.  Calvinius 
Sabinus, 
L.  Paffienus 
Ruflus. 
Aug.  2410, 
iEtat.58. 

U.  C.  750. 
L.  Cornelius 
Lentulus, 
M.  Valerius 
Meffala. 
Aug.  2 5 to, 
./Etat.  59. 

U.C.  75 1. 
Imperator 
Caefar  13U0, 
Ab.  M.Plau- 
tus  Silanus, 
Caninius 
Gallus. 
Aug.  26to, 
jEtac.  60. 


-rafter  of  Tribune  of  the  People  for  five  years ;  and,  under  pretence  of 
a  war  likely  to  arife  on  the  Euphrates,  from  the  defection  of  the 
King  of  Armenia,  who  was  difpofed  to  join  the  Parthians,  he  was 
appointed  to  command  the  armies  in  Syria ;  but  it  foon  after  ap- 
peared, that  this  preferment  and  change  of  ftation  were  deviled  to 
conceal  a  fpecies  of  exile  or  removal  from  the  court.  At  his  de- 
parture from  Rome,  he  paffed  into  Afia ;  but,  inftead  of  continuing 
his  route  to  his  pretended  deftination  in  Syria,  he  withdrew  to  the 
ifland  of  Rhodes,  where,  under  pretence  of  ftudy,  he  lived  fome 
years  in  retirement. 

The  real  caufe  of  this  retreat  of  Tiberius,  whether  the  jealoufies 
of  the  young  Casfars,  the  mifconduct  of  Julia,  or  any  other  offence 
taken  by  the  Emperor  himfelf,  was  never  known  ;  and  we  are  de- 
prived of  any  light  which  might  have  been  thrown  by  Dion  Camus 
on  this,  or  the  tranfactions  of  fome  of  the  fucceeding  years,  by  a 
manifeft  breach  in  the  text  of  his  hiftory.  This  defect  is  very  im- 
perfectly fupplied  from  Xiphilinus,  Zonaras,  or  any  other  of  the 
abreviators  or  copiers  of  this  hiftorian, 

In  collecting  from  fuch  authors,  what  is  little  more  than  the  names 
of  Confuls,  which  ferve  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  dates,  we  learn, 
that  in  the  firft  year  after  the  retirement  of  Tiberius,  the  Emperor 
himfelf  having  perfifted,  for  feventeen  years  preceding  this  date,  in 
rejecting  the  office  of  ordinary  Conful,  now  again  accepted  of  it ; 
that  he  intended,  in  this  character,  to  folemnize  the  admiflion  of  his 
fons  Caius  and  Lucius  to  the  age  of  manhood  ,s ;  that  the  ceremony 
was  accordingly  performed  with  refpect  to  the  eldeft,  who  now  af- 
fumed  the  ordinary  drefs  of  a  man,  was  brought  into  the  Senate,  and' 
declared  chief  of  the  Roman  youth19;  but  with  refpect  to  the 
youngeft,  that  it  was  deferred  till  about  three  years  afterwards,  when 
the  Emperor  again  appeared  in  the  character  of  Conful. 


M  Sueton.   in  Oilav.  c.  26, 
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In  one  of  the  years  of  this  period,  or  about  the  year  of  Rome  CHAP, 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  one,  is  fixed  by  the  vulgar  computation  the 
commencement  of  our  aera  at  the  birth  of  Chrift ;  an  event,  not  cal- 
culated to  have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  tranfactions  of  ftate, 
or  to  make  a  part  in  the  materials  of  political  hiftory,  though  def- 
tined  to  produce,  in  a  few  ages,  a  great  change  in  the  inftitutions,, 
manners,  and  general  character  of  nations. 

At  this  date,  from  the  imperfect  records  which  remain,  we  have 
Scarcely  any  materials  of  hiftory,  befides  the  occurrences  of  the  court, 
and  the  city  of  Rome  ;  the  public  entertainments  that  were  given, 
the  occafions  on  which  they  were  exhibited,  and  the  provifion  that 
was  made  in  the  capital  for  the  fubfiftence  and  pleafure  of  an  idle 
and  profligate  populace. 

The  Emperor  having  again  affumed  the  office  of  ordinary  Conful,. 
that  he  might  prefide  at  the  admifTion  of  his  younger  adopted  fon^. 
Lucius  Csefar,  to  the  age  of  manhood,  continued  to  hold  the  office  no 
longer  than  was  neceffary  for  this  purpofe.     He  exhibited  magni- 
ficent   ihews    as    ufual    upon    this    occafion,    and    among    others, 
one  that  is    mentioned   probably   as  a  novelty,  a  fhoal   of  fix  and:. 
thirty    crocodiles    of   uncommon  fize,    turned    out    to    be    hunted. 
or  lilhed  in  the  bafon  of  the  Circus  Flaminius  "..    While  the  Em- 
peror gratified  the  People  in  their  public  diverlions  to  a  degree  of 
debauch,  he  made  fome  attempts  to  regulate  the  gratuitous  diftribu- 
tion  of  corn,  that  other  principal  engine  of  abufe  which  the  Roman 
citizens,  though  in  other  refpe&s  fallen  from  their  fovereignty,  ftilL 
carefully  retained   among   the  relics  of  their  democratical   govern- 
ment. 

The  People  cf  Rome,  fo  long  as  they  could  overawe  the  Senate. 
by  their  ailemblies  or  tumults,  and   fo  long  as  they  had  the  difpofal- 

a0  Bio.  Czft.  lib.  lv.  c.  ic. 

of 


438  THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 

BOOK     of  preferments  and  honours,  bartered  their  fuflrages  for  fports  and 

i „ '    diftributions  of  corn.     For  thefe  too,  they  were  now  willing  to  fell 

their  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
more  fafe  to  have  deprived  them  of  every  other  prerogative,  than  to 
reftrain  them  in  thefe,  The  numbers  that  were  accuftomed  to  re- 
ceive corn  at  the  public  granaries,  as  we  may  judge  from  the  num- 
ber of  two  hundred  thouiand,  to  which  it  was  now  propofed  to  re- 
duce them,  had  increafed  to  an  immoderate  height ;  and  as  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  being  fublifted  gratuitoufly,  encouraged  idlenefs,  fo  the 
very  attendance  required  at  thefe  monthly  diftributions  ^gave  a  ccn- 
fiderable  interruption  to  labour.  The  Emperor  endeavoured  to  ap- 
ply fome  correction  to  both  thefe  evils,  by  reducing  the  number  of 
penfioners,  and  by  limiting  the  times  of  diftribution  to  three  parti- 
cular terms  in  the  year  ".  But  in  making  this  attempt  he  received 
fo  many  complaints,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lay  afide  the  delign. 

A  populace  thus  fupported  in  idlenefs  muft  likewife  be  amufed 
and  they  received,  in  this  particular,  from  their  matters,  whether 
acting  from  choice  or  policy,  not  only  in  the  firft  period,  but,  in  the 
fubfequent  ages  of  this  monarchy,  the  moft  lavifh  indulgence.  By 
Auguftus  in  perfon,  they  were  prefented  at  different  times  with  four 
capital  exhibitions,  confifting  of  all  the  entertainments  in  which 
they  were  known  to  delight,  and  with  three  and  twenty  great  fef- 
tivals,  folemnized  in  honour  of  fome  other  perfons,  as  of  his  father 
Julius  Ca^far,  of  his  nephew  Marcellus,  of  his  friend  Agrippa,  and 
of  his  young  relations  now  entering  into  manhood,  and  coming  to 
the  poffeffion  of  public  honours. 

The  fports  themfelves,  though  fierce  and  irrational  in  many  in- 
ftances,  were  fplendid,  magnificent,  and  fometimes  interefting. 
The  prefence  of  the  Roman  People,  in  vaft  fpaces  or  theatres  fitted 
up  to  receive  them,  was  always  awful  and  fublime.      The  prece- 

a'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lv.  c.  so. 
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dence  of  rank  at  thefe  entertainments,  was  confidered,  even  under  CHAP, 
the  republic,  as  a  principal  object  of  ftate.  The  firft  benches  were  i_  .-  _r 
referved  for  the  Senators  ;  the  next,  at  certain  periods,  had  been  al- 
lotted to  the  Equeftrian  order  ;  and  the  queftion,  whether  this  order 
fhould  be  mixed  with  the  People,  or  feparated  from  them,  made  a 
fubject  at  different  times  of  much  difpute  and  contention.  The  fe- 
male fex  too  had  their  places,  though  at  the  fights  of  gladiators  they 
were  removed  to  a  diftance,  being  feated  behind  the  other  fpeclators  ; 
and  from  the  athletic  games  were  excluded  altogether  **. 

The  coarfenefs,  neverthelefs,  of  thofe  public  entertainments  to 
which  the  Roman  women  were  ftill  admitted  ;  the  want  of  any  in- 
terval, in  their  manners,  between  a  rigorous  feverity,  and  the  other 
extreme  of  an  unbounded  licence,  had,  in  many  inftances,  the  word 
effect  on  their  conduct.  The  Emperor  himfelf  had  a  diftreffing  ex- 
ample of  this  effect  in  his  own  family,  by  the  flagrant  debaucheries 
of  his  daughter  Julia,  who,  having  once  quitted  the  referve,  and 
broke  through  the  aufterities  of  her  father's  houfe,  had  no  longer  any 
reftraints  of  decency  or  eftablifhed  propriety  to  regulate  her  beha- 
viour. It  was  reported,  that  without  any  pretence  of  feduction,  af- 
fection, or  choice,  me  multiplied  her  paramours  indefinitely,  and 
even  frequented  the  places  of  public  debauch. 

The  Emperor,  though  not  fuppofed  to  be  wanting  in  the  tender- 
nefs  of  a  parent,  upon  the  detection  of  thefe  diferders,  proceeded 
againft  his  daughter  more  with  the  rigour  of  an  offended  magiftrate,. 
than  with  the  reluctant  feverity  of  a  father.  In  the  firft  tranfport  of 
his  paffion,  he  haftened  to  lay  her  accufation  before  the  Senate,  and 
obtained  from  this  afTembly  an  act  of  banifhment  againft  her,  by 
which  flie  was  removed  to  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  coaft,  reduced  to  low 
diet,  and   forbid  to  receive  any  vifits ;  a  fpecies  of  imprilbnment, 

ai  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c   44. 
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B  ^1°  ^    which  became  common  in  the  fequel  of  this,  and  the  fubfequent 
—— '   reigns. 

Scribonia,  the  mother  of  this  unhappy  exile,  now  arrived  at  a 
great  age,  and  preferring,  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  her  hufband, 
an  unblemiflied  reputation,  gave  way  to  the  feelings  of  nature,  and 
followed  her  child  into  this  place  of  retreat  or  imprifonment.  The 
father  too,  upon  reflection,  grievoufly  lamented  his  rafhnefs,  in  pub- 
lifhing,  by  a  reference  to  the  Senate,  the  fcandal  of  his  own  houfe, 
and  bitterly  regretted  the  feverity  by  which  he  had  empoifoned  and 
rendered  incurable  the  wounds  of  his  own  family.  If  Agrippa  or 
Maecenas  had  lived,  he  was  heard  to  fay,  IJJjould  have  been  rejlrained 
from  this  aEl  of  imprudence  ". 

In  the  fequel  of  this  tranfaction,  he  indulged  his  refentment  with 
lefs  ftruggle  againft  the  fuppofed  partners  of  his  daughter's  guilt ; 
ordered  Julus  Antonius,  with  fome  other  perfons  of  high  rank  in- 
volved in  the  fame  charge,  to  be  put  to  death.  With  refpect  to  one 
of  thefe  criminals,  who  happened  to  be  vefted  with  the  character  of 
Tribune,  he  affe&ed  a  regard  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  republic, 
and  was  pleafed  to  refpite  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  until  the 
time  of  his  office  as  Tribune  fhould  expire.  Being  told  that  Phcebe 
the  freedwoman  and  confident  of  Julia,  when  fhe  heard  of  her  mif- 
trefs's  fate,  had  put  herfelf  to  death  ;  /  had  rather  be  the  father  of 
Thcebe,  he  faid,  than  of  Jidia. 

Perfons  who  were  difpofed  to  pay  their  court,  ever  ready  to  feize 
the  opportunity,  took  occafion  to  flatter  the  Emperor,  even  on  oc- 
cafion  of  this  painful  tranfaction.  They  haftened  to  fhew  themfelves 
in  a  fituation  like  that  of  the  prince,  and  to  offer  him  the  confolation 
of  fellow  fufferers  in  the  diftrefs  he  endured  ;  made  complaints  in  the 
,Senate  of  the  licence  of  their  daughters  and  of  their  wives,  and  even 

13  Seneca  de  Ben.  c.  33. 
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raked  up  particulars  of  a  very  obfolete  date.     They  too  brought  for-    CHAP. 

vnal  profecutions,  in  order  to  obtain  the  interpofition  of  law  and  pub-     ' ■■  ~j 

lie  authority,  to  reftrain  the  diforders  of  their  children  ;  but  the  Em- 
peror received  this  fpecies  of  courtfhip  with  indifference,  and  refuied 
to  hear  any  accufation,  of  which  the  fubjecl:  had  preceded  a  fixed 
and  very  recent  date  I+. 

"We  are  left  at  a  lofs  for  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory,  during  the  two  U.  C.  752. 
years  that  immediately  followed  ;  but  in   a  period,  of  which  thefe  nelius^Len- 
xvere  the  principal  tranfaclions,  wecannot.be  furprifed  that  the  chro-  pUurunS;us'pif0~ 
nicle  is  .defective,    nor  indeed  greatly  regret  the   filence   of  a  few  ^S-  27n™, 
years. 

The  ordinary  adminiftration  of  Auguftus,  in  purfuingthe  political,  U.  C.  753. 
•civil,  and   military  forms,  which  he   had  eftabliihed,  no  doubt  was   Aug.  Nepos, 
able  and  fuccefsful ;  but  being  once  defcribed,  does  not  admit  of  re-  piulus. 
petition.     The  more  interefting  fubje&s  of  hiftory,  tranfaclions  that   *Lug"  2| v°5 
rouze  the  paftions,  and  keep  in  fufpence  the  expectations,  the  hopes, 
and  the  fears  of  men,  were  in  this  reign  mod  carefully  avoided.     A 
powerful  army  was  ftationed  on  the  Rhine,  to  keep  the  peace  of  that 
frontier.     Even  the  court  was  lulled  into  perfect  tranquillity  by  the 
want  of  any  competition  for  the  Emperor's  favour.    This  point  being 
fully  decided,  by  the  place  which  was  occupied  by  the  Csefars,  Caius, 
and  Lucius  ;  their  fuppofed  rival  Tiberius,  who  had  been  facrificed  to 
their  jealoufy,  ftill  remained  in  his  exile  at  Rhodes. 

The  defection  of  Armenia  from  the  alliance  of  the  Romans  to  that 
of  the  Parthians,  the   occafion  upon  which  it  had   been  pretended 
that  Tiberius  was  deftined  to  command  in  Afia,  ftill  fublifted ;  but  U.  C.764. 
the   command   of  the  armies  in  that  part  of  the   world,  with  the  Affinius 
charge  of  recovering  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  to  its  former  ftate   of  Aug.  iono, 
.dependance  on  Rome,  was  committed  to  Caius  Ca;far,  now  firft  in      tat"   5' 

14  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lv.  c.  10. 
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BOOK    the  favour  of  the  Emperor,  and  higheft  in  the  expectations  of  the 
^— -v '    People. 

It  was  thought  proper,  that  both  the  brothers,  about  this  time, 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  command  of  armies ;  Caius  to  that  of  Syria, 
and  Lucius  to  Spain  ;  and  thefe  removals  of  the  young  Caefars  from 
court,  were  fuppofed  to  be  devifed  or  procured  by  the  Empreis 
Livia,  becaufe  they  made  way,  in  a  little  time  afterwards,  for  the  re- 
cal  of  her  fon  '\ 

But  before  any  refolution  taken  at  court  in  favour  of  Tiberius 
was  publicly  known,  Caius  Cxfar,  in  his  way  to  the  Eaft,  arrived  in 
Greece,  attended  by  a  numerous  train  of  officers.  At  Chios,  he  re- 
ceived a  vifit  from  Tiberius,  profeffing  the  mod  fubmiffive  refpect  to 
the  prince  himfelf,  and  to  the  officers  of  his  court ;  and  from  thence 
continued  his  route  through  the  province  of  Afia,  every  where  re-, 
ceived  as  the  fon  of  the  Emperor. 

The  king  of  Parthia,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  young  Cxfar  in  his 
neighbourhood,  defired  to  have  a  conference  with  him,  and  they 
met  on  the  Euphrates  in  a  fmall  illand,  each  having  an  equal  num- 
ber of  attendants.  They  afterwards  mutually  accepted  of  entertain- 
ments from  each  other  in  their  refpective  quarters.  Phraates  agreed 
not  to  fupport  the  Armenians  in  their  defection  from  the  alliance  of 
the  Romans,  and  Caius  proceeded  to  take  pofTeffion  of  their  country, 
as  a  province  of  Rome.  On  his  approach  to  Antagera,  a  place  on 
the  frontier  of  Armenia,  the  gates  being  fhut  againft  him,  he  pre- 
fented  himfelf  under  the  walls,  and  while  he  fummoned  the  governor 
to  furrender,  was  ftruck  by  an  arrow  from  the  battlements.  The 
wound  he  received,  though  in  appearance  not  mortal,  affected  his 
health,  and  threw  him  into  a  ftate  of  dejection  and  languor,  in  which 
he  defired  to  be  recalled  from  his  ftation,  and  expreffed  his  difguil  to 
affairs  of  ftate. 

*5  VelK  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  303, 
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Caius  being  permitted  to  retire  from  his  command  by  the  Emperor,    CHAP, 
who  was  mortified  to  find  in  him  a  pufillanimity  fo  unworthy  of  the    <— J——j 

TT     f 

fon  of  Agrippa,  and  of  his  own  fucceflbr,  was  carried  to  the  coafl  l.  .ffiiius 
in  a  litter,  and  there  embarked  for  Italy ;  but  having  on  his  way  m  "ser  il'u 
put  into  a  port  of  Lycia,  he  died  at  Lymira  in  that  province.  Nepos. 

r  r  J  J  r  Aug.  30mq, 

Lucius,  the  other  grandfon  of  Auguftus,  by  his  daughter  Julia,  ^tat-  6+- 
died  fome  time  before  at  Marfeilles,  in  his  way  to  Spain  ;  and  thefe 
deaths  happening  fo  opportunely  for  the  family  of  Livia,  laid  this 
defigning  woman  under  fulpicion  of  having  been  active  in  procuring 
them.  The  bodies  of  the  deceafed  were  borne  through  the  provinces 
by  officers  of  rank,  and  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  to  be  interred  at 
Rome.  Their  ihields  and  lances,  richly  adorned  with  gold,  being 
gifts  made  to  them  by  the  Equeftrian  order,  when  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  age  of  manhood,  were  hung  up  as  monuments  in  the 
hall  of  the  Senate  ". 

About  this  time,  the  third  period  of  ten  years,  for  which  Au- 
guftus had  accepted  of  the  government,  being  expired,  he  went 
through  the  form  of  laying  down,  and  of  re-afiuming  his  power. 

The  People,  at  one  of  the  entertainments  which  were  given  on 
this  occafion,  having  applied  to  the  Emperor  an  applauded  paffage 
of  fome  poet,  with  the  title  of  Lord  or  Majier^  he  gave  figns  of  dif- 
pleafure,  and,  on  the  following  day,  publifhed  a  fevere  edict,  for- 
bidding the  title  of  Mafter  being  given  to  him  by  any  perfon,  or 
upon  any  occafion  whatever  Z1 .  My  name  is  Cafar^  he  faid,  and  not 
Mafter. 

Auguftus  was  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  had  furvived  his  prin- 
cipal confidents  and  friends,  his  nephew  and  grandchildren,  on 
whom  he  had  refted  his  hopes.  He  had  been  recently  dishonoured 
in  the  conduct  of  his  daughter,  and  had  bound  himfelf,  by  a  formal 

2,5  Zonaras,  lib.  x.  c.  36.  Veil.  Pater.  lib.  ii.  c.  102,  103.    Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iv.  c.  II,  12. 

*7  Orofius,  lib.  vi.  fine. 
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E  °vP  K  a<"^  °^  tne  Senate,  to  perfift  in  the  rigour  of  his  treatment  towards 
v-  -v-  .^  her.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  thought  that  interceflions  in  fa- 
vour of  a  child  muft  be  flattering  to  the  father,  and  many  appli- 
cations were  accordingly  made  in  her  behalf ;  but  he  remained  in- 
exorable, and  being  guided  intirely  by  the  "influence  of  Livia,  call 
himfelf  upon  her  family  as  a  laft  refource.  Under  "thefe  circum- 
ftances, and  from  the  approach  of  old  age,  he  was  obferved  to  lan- 
guifb,  and  to  lofe  much  of  his  former  vivacity. 

Tiberius  had  been  recalled  to  Rome  foon  after  the  departure,  and 

before  the  death  of  the  two  Ccefars.    Upon  this  lad  event,  he  was 

adopted  by  the  Emperor ;  but  on  condition,  that  he  himfelf,  though  a 

father,  having  a  fon  already  mentioned  of  the  name  of  Drufus,  by  his 

nrft  wife  Vipfania,  mould  neverthelefs  adopt  Germanicus  Csefar,  the 

fon  of  his  brother,  who  being  elder  than  his  own  fon,  was  intended 

to  have  the  advantage  of  feniority  in  all  their  future  pretenfions. 

U.  C.  756.  This  fucceffor  to  Agrippa  and  his  family,  being  now  the  adopted 

Catu's,    1U      f°n   or"  Auguftus,    and    heir  apparent    of  his  fortunes,    had   every 

c.  Sentius      where  a  numerous  attendance  of  perfons  who  wifhed  to  pav  their 

oaturmus.  r  *     J    ■        " 

Aug.  31  mo,     court.     Being  appointed  to  his  former  ftation,  at  the  head  of  the 
JEtat.  6j. 

armies  on  the  Rhine,    his  progrefs  through  the  provinces  to  that 

frontier,     was    marked    by   the    multitudes  who    flocked   from    all 

quarters  to  receive   him.     In   his  nrft    campaign  he  penetrated  to 

the  Wefer,  and  over-ran  all  the  nations  of  that  neighbourhood  *5. 

The  Emperor,  relying  upon. his  newly  adopted  fon  for  the  conduct  of 

the  war  on  the  Rhine,  remained  at  Rome,  where  he  wTas  employed 

chiefly  in  reforming  the  Senate,  and  in  rebuilding  the  palace  which  had 

been  lately  confumed  by  fire.  In  the  laft  of  thefe  works,  he  had  offers 

of  afliftance  from  many  of  the  Senators,  and  from  perfons  of  his  courtj 

who  brought  him  confiderable  fums  in  the  way  of  voluntary  contri^ 

c8  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  104. 
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hutions.  Being  unwilling,  however,  to  let  the  burden  thus  fall  en-  :  u  A  p- 
tirely  upon  perfons  the  molt  attached  to  himfelf,  he  laid  a  tax  of  '<— — ^ — ~j 
twenty-live  denarii  on  each  corporation,  and  a  capitation  of  one  de- 
narius on  each  private  perfon  ;  and  having  from  this  fund  rebuilt  the 
palace,  which  had  hitherto  been  accounted  a  private  property,  he  de- 
clared it  for  the  future  a  public  edifice,  deftined  as  a  maniion  for  the 
fupreme  commander  of  the  army,  and  head  of  the  empire  29. 

Ten  commiffioners  being  appointed  to  infpect  the  rolls  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  to  reftore  its  dignity,  the  firft  meafure  propofed  for  this 
purpofe  was  to  take  away  all  appearance  of  conftraint,  and  to  leave 
every  member  at  liberty  to  refign  his  feat ;  but  the  greater  number, 
either  fearing  to  be  marked  out  as  difaffected  to  the  prefent  govern- 
ment, or  willing  to  partake  in  the  bounty  of  Caefar,  who,  in  many 
inftances,  repaired  the  fortunes  of  Senators  that  were  gone  to  deca^, 
ftill  continued  to  hold  their  places,  and  affected  zeal  for  the  forms 
on  which  Auguftus  was  pleafed  to  reft  his  authority. 

In  this  and  other  inftances,  it  is  inftrudtive  to  obferve  with  what 
care  this  fovereign  of  the  empire  endeavoured  to  flatter  the  vanity  of 
Roman  citizens,  and  to  preferve  the  diftindtion  of  ranks,  while  in 
reality  his  policy  was  calculated  to  remove  all  diftinctions,  to  render 
all  ranks  equally  dependant  on  himfelf;  or,,  if  any  diftindlion  were 
fuffered  to  remain,  tended  in  the  fequel,  or  under  his  fucceflbrs,  to 
render  the  moft  honourable  conditions  the  leaft  fecure. 

Auguftus  had  returns  made  of  all  "the  moft  refpedtable  families 
in  Italy,  and  of  thofe  who  had  a  property  of  above  two  hundred 
feftertia30.  He  laid  great  reftrakits  on  the  manumiflion  of  Haves  ;  a 
practice  by  which  he  alleged,  that-  the   privileges  of  Romans  were 

i 

ralhly  proftituted  to  the  refufe  of  all  nations,  and  to  the   meaneft 
order  of  men.     The  Lex  JElia  Sentia,  which  took  its  name  from  one 

*»  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iv.  c.  12,.  13.  30  Aboct  1600I. 

of 
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5  ^J0  K    °^  ^e  Confuls  of  this  year,    had,  for  its  object,  the  reformation  of 

' r~— '    this  abufe.     By  this  law  was  fixed  the  age  at  which  a  mailer  fhould 

have  the  power  of  fetting  his  Have  at  liberty,  and  the  age  of  the 
flave  at  which  he  might  be  fet  free,  together  with  the  mutual  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  patron  or  former  mafter,  and  of  the  freed  man, 
or  emancipated  Have  '9. 

As  the  prefent  government  began  to  have  profcription,  as  well  as 
expediency  on  its  fide,  every  attempt  on  the  emperor's  life  had  the 
criminality  of  treafon,  and  muft  have  been  condemned  upon  every 
confideration  which  eftablifhed  monarchy  can  fuggeft.  Whoever 
made  fuchan  attempt  might  be  confidered  as  a  dangerous  and  ill- 
advifed  affaffin,  who  attacked  the  community  itfelf  i'n  the  perfon  of 
its  fovereign,  and  whole  crime,  in  that  particular  inflance,  tended  to 
involve  the  world  anew  in  anarchy  and  bloodfhed. 

The  privileges  or  pretentions  of  citizens,  under  the  republic,  were 
long  fince  effaced.  But  a  very  few  were  left  whg  had  enjoyed,  or 
even  could  remember  the  exiftence  of  them  ;  yet  private  refentment, 
or  the  remains  of  republican  zeal,  and  the  fuppofed  right  of  every 
perfon  to  repel  ufurpations,  had  produced  iome  attempts  of  this  fort 
during  the  prefent  reign.  Even  in  this  advanced  period  of  it,  a  con- 
fpiracy  was  detected,  in  which  Cornelius  Cinna,  a  grandfon  of  Pom- 
pey,  and  defcended  of  that  Cinna,  who,  together  with  Caius  Marius, 
was  once  at  the  head  of  the  popular  faction,  formed  a  defign  to  fup- 
prefs  the  prefent  ufurpation  of  Csefar,  and  to  reftore  the  republic,  in 
which  his  anceftors  had  made  fo  confpicuous  a  figure. 

Auguftus  was  greatly  perplexed  on  the  difcovery  of  this  plot;  and 
having  already,  on  like  occafions,  exhaufted  the  means  of  feverity,  was 
now,  it  is  faid,  perfuaded  by  Livia  to  try  the  effe&s  of  clemency,  and 
of  a  generous  confidence.     "  This  conduct,"  flue  obferved,  "  would 

*»  Dio.  Cafl'.  lib.lv.  c.  13. 

"  tend 
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"  tend  to  difarm  his  enemies,  and  would  intereft  numbers  in  his  pre- 
"  fervation  by  the  ties  of  affection  and  gratitude." 

The  emperor,  being  accordingly  prevailed  on  to  take  this  courfe, 
ordered  that  the  confpirator  fhould  be  introduced  to  his  prefence, 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  guilt  was  difcovered,  and  his  ac- 
complices known,  remonftrated  againft  an  attempt  fo  ungenerous 
and  unprovoked,  but  relieved  the  young  man  of  his  fears,  by  af- 
furing  him  cf  pardon,  and  of  every  other  fpecies  of  protection  for 
the  future.  In  thefe  affurances  he  even  went  beyond  what  mere 
clemencv  require.],  affected  to  upbraid  the  author  of  a  defign  on  his 
own  life  with  falfe  modefty,  in  not  demanding  the  honours  to  which 
he  was  juftly  intitled  by  his  birth  ;  and  concluded  with  faying,  That, 
as  he  trufted  they  were  from  henceforward  to  be  friends,  he  fhould 
be  glad  to  receive  his  applications  in  any  matter  by  which  he  could 
contribute  to  his  advancement  or  intereft ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
named  him  for  Conful  at  the  next  fuccefilon  to  this  dignity. 

In  this  year  are  dated,  among  other  meafures,  fome  regulations   u.  C.  757. 
which  were  made  by  the  emperor  for  the  better  government  of  the   Vl "j  Q°rne~ 
army;  and,  what  was  fcarcely  lefs  important  in   the   opinion  of  the  l  vT"' 
times,  for  the  conduct  of  entertainments  in  the  public  theatres.     The   MeflklaVo-- 

luiius. 

military  eftablifhment  confided  of  lix-and-twenty  legions  3°,  with  Aug.  32do„ 
nine  or  ten  Praetorian  bands,  compofed  of  a  thoufand  men  each. 
Auguftus,  to  reftore  the  honours  of  the  military  character,  had,  from 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  made  it  a  rule  to  exclude  from  his  armies, 
as  much  as  poffible,  all  emancipated  flaves.  This  exclufion,  together 
with  fome  reformations  which  diminifhed  the  profits  formerly  enjoyed 
by  military  men,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult,  upon  any  hidden 
emergency,  to  complete  the  legions.  Auguftus  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  Lncreafe  his  bounty  in  order  to  recruit  the  army ;  but  inftead  of 

30  L'io.  GafF.  -lib.  lv.  c.  23.     Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  iv.  c.  5. 

2  giving; 


JEtit.  66. 
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C  %?  K     g*ving  more  to  thole  who  inlifted,  or  increafmg  his  levy-money,  he 

*- — » '    chofe  to  engage  them  by  the  hope  of  future  advantages,  to  be  reaped 

after  certain  periods  of  dutiful  fervice.  In  the  Praetorian  bands,  he 
made  a  regulation,  that,  after  fixteen  years  fervice,  the  veteran  mould 
be  intitled  to  his  difmiflion,  and  a  premium  of  twenty  thoufand 
fefterces  3".  In  the  legions,  after  twelve  years  fervice,  that  he  mould 
be  intitled  to  twelve  thoufand  fefterces  32 ;  and,  as  a  fund  for  thefe 
payments,  it  is  probable  that  the  tax  of  a  twentieth  on  all  legacies 
bequeathed  to  ftrangers,  heirs  of  choice,  or  to  diftant  relations,  was 
impofed  about  this  time.  This  tax  did  not  extend  to  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  ordinary  heir,  at  law,  nor  to  legacies33  made  to  the  poor, 
or  to  perfons  in  indigent  circumftances. 

With  refpect  to  the  public  entertainments,  frefh  regulations  were 
■made  to  keep  places  in  the  Circus  for  Senators  and  Knights,  apart  from 
the  commons,  or  lower  clafs  of  the  People. 

It  being  obferved,  that  the  office  of  iEdile,  which  formerly  in- 
cluded the  care  of  all  public  entertainments,  was  avoided;  and  that 
even  the  dignity  of  a  veftal,  which  was  wont  to  be  fo  much  defired 
by  the  moft  honourable  families  at  Rome,  ceafed  to  be  in  requeft,  it 
was  decreed,  that  all  the  Quxftors  of  any  preceding  year  fhould  call 
lots  for  the  office  of  iEdile  ;  and  that  the  rules  reftricting  the  choice  of 
Veftals  to  perfons  of  the  moft  noble  extraction,  fhould  now  be  con- 
fiderably  relaxed,  or  difpenfed  with  ;  fo  that  women,  even  defcended 
from  enfranchifed  flaves,  might  be  admitted  into  this  order:  a  very 
unlikely  way  to  engage  perfons  of  fuperior  rank  to  adopt  it. 

This  year  Agrippa    Pofthumus  came    of  age,    and  affumed   the 

drefs  of  manhood ;  but,  though  adopted,  as  his   elder  brothers  had 

.been,  into  the  family   of  the  emperor,  he  appears  not  to  have  been 

thought  worthy  to  replace  them;  and  being   obfeured  by  the  riper 

age  and  fuperior  favour  of  Tiberius,  he  paffed  through  this  ceremony 

31  About  1 60 1.  31  About  100 1.  33  Dio.  Caff.- lib.  lv.  c.  24. 
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with  fewer  demonftrations  of  confideration  or  relpect  from  the  People    chap. 
than  had  been  paid  to  his  brothers.  •  i ^J — _j 

The  public  was  alarmed  with  earthquakes  and  inundations  of  rivers, 
which,  however  deffxuclive,  were  confidered  more  as  the  prefages  of 
future  calamities  than  as  prefent  evils,  and  their  fignificance  in  that 
point  of  view  was  confirmed  by  a  famine,  which  immediately  followed 
or  accompanied  thefe  events.     The  inundation  of  the  Tiber  had  over- 
flowed  the  city  for  many  days,  fo  as  to  make  it  neceffary  to  pafs 
through  the  ftreets  in  boats.      The  markets   could   not   be   fupplied  ; 
and  this  circumftance,  joined  to   a   real   fcarcity,  which  kept  up  the 
prices  after  the  inundation  fubfided,  occafioned  a  dearth  which  lafted 
for  fome  years. 

During  this  time  of  diftrefs,  it  being  thought  impoffible  to  find  the   U.  c.  7i8, 
ufual  fupply  of  provifions,  it  was  judged  neceffary  to  leflen  the  ufual  con-   Le'pid™,1 ' 
fumption  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  all  gladiators3*,  all  flaves  kept  for  fale,   ex*  KriUQ^0]*' 
and  all  foreigners,  except  phyficians  and  public  teachers,  were  ordered   £a!icus. 

CamsVibius. 

to  be  removed  a  hundred  miles  from  the  city  3S.  Even  the  fervants  AuS-  33£'o, 
and  attendants  of  the  court  were  difmiffed  in  great  numbers,  and  a 
vacation  was  proclaimed  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  m  order  that  as 
many  as  could  poflibly  be  fpared  from  the  city  fhould  depart.  The 
attendance  of  Senators  was  difpenfed  with,  and  the  law  requiring 
the  prefence  of  certain  numbers  of  that  body  to  give  validity  to  their 
acts  was  fuipended.  Commiffioners  were  named  to  infpec~t  the  mar- 
kets. All  feafling,  on  the  birth-day  of  the  emperor,  or  on  other  days 
of  rejoicing,  was  prohibited  j  and  perfons,  wont  to  receive  any  part 
of  their  fubfiftence  in  corn  from  the  public  granaries,  had  double  the 
ufual  quantity  ferved  out  to  them. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  meafures  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  People, 
their  difcontents  breaking  forth  in  libels  and  feditious  complaints,  re- 

3*  Dio.  Cafl".  lib.  Iv.  c.  22.  35  Sueton.  in  Augufl.  c.  42, 

Vol.  III.  3  M  wards 


iEtat.  67. 


45° 


THE  PROGRESS  AND  TERMINATION 


BOOK    wards  were  publifhed  for  difcovering  the  authors,  and  fome  being  de- 
tected, were  brought  to  trial,  and  punifhed  35. 

The  emperor  now  willing,  from  the  decline  of  his  age,  to  be  re- 
lieved of  part  of  the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  State,  intrufted  the  re- 
ceiving of  foreign  ambafladors  to  three  perfons  whom  he  chofe  from 
the  Senate.  At  the  fame  time  he  himfelf,  with  his  ordinary  council, 
continued  to  deliberate  on  all  queftions  which  arofe  relating  to  the 
internal  government  of  the  empire.  He  appears  to  have  committed 
himfelf,  without  any  profpect  of  change,  to  the  influence  of  Livia 
and  her  family ;  and,  to  confirm  him  in  this  difpofition,  had  frequent 
vifits  from  Tiberius,  who,  though  generally  ftationed  on  the  frontier 
of  the  empire,  carefully  attended  to  the  ftate  of  his  interefts  at  Romet 
as  they  flood  both  with  the  emperor  and  with  the  people. 

In  the  tide  which  was  thus  turned  in  favour  of  the  Claudian  fa- 
mily, the  furviving  Agrippa  feemed  to  form  an  infurmountable  bar ; 
but  this  young  man,  being  of  a  rude  and  brutal  difpofition,  gave  his 
antagonift  every  advantage  in  their  fuppofed  competition.  Having, 
about  this  time,  given  fome  flagrant  proof  of  this  character  in  his  beha- 
viour to  Livia,  and  even  to  the  emperor  himfelf,  he  was  degraded  from 
his  place  in  the  family  of  Cxfar,  and  fent,  under  a  military  guard,  to 
the  ifland  of  Planafia,  near  to  Corfica,  where  he  remained  a  prifoner 
during  the  remainder  of  this  reign  3S. 

From  the  difgrace  of  Agrippa  Pofthumus,  it  was  no  longer  doubt- 
ful that  Tiberius  was  deftined  to  inherit  the  fortunes  and  power  of 
Auguftus.  He  alone  was  entrufted  wherever  great  armies  were  to  be 
aflembled,  and  was  employed  in  every  fervice  that  was  likely  to  end 
with  luftre.  Troubles  on  the  frontier  of  Afia  or  Africa  were  entrufted 
to  other  hands  ;  but  the  harder  ftruggle  with  the  Germans,  Dalma- 
tians, and  other  fierce  nations  of  Europe,  was  committed  to  him. 
After  having  penetrated,  in  his  laft  campaign,  to  the  Wefer  and  the 

;s  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lv.  c.  26.  36  Ibid.  lib.  lv.  c.  32. 

6  •  Elbe, 
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Elbe  ",  he  was  called  offtofupport  his  nephew  and  adopted  fon  Ger- 
manicus,  who,  commanding  the  army  on  the  fide  of  Dalmatia,  found 
himfelf  too  weak  to  execute  the  fervice  on  which  he  had  been  em- 
ployed. 

The  provinces  eaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  from  thence  probably  to   U.C.  759. 
the  Danube,  had  formed  the  plan  of  a  general  revolt.     It  was  re-  Nerva  ^EHa- 
ported,  at  this  time,  that  thofe  nations  could  affemble  eight  hundred   ^j?'  Metd- 

thoufand  men,  and  that  they  had  two  hundred   thoufand  foot  pro-  'us  Creticus' 

.  .  .        .       Al,g-  34t0' 

perly  armed,  with  nine  thoufand  horfe.     Being  fo  powerful  in  point  ^tat.68. 

of  numbers,  they  were  enabled  to  divide  their  ftrength,  and  to  carry 

on  operations,  at  the  fame  time,  in  different  places.     They  deftined 

one  part  of  their  force  to  invade  Italy,  by  Tergefte  and  Nauportus ; 

another  to  take  poffeffion  of  Macedonia ;  and  a  third  to  defend  their 

own  pofTeffions   at   home.      They   had   now  joined  to  their  own 

ferocity  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  difcipline  and  forms  of  the 

Roman  legion,  and  conducted  their  prefent  defign  with  fo  much  ad- 

drefs  as  to  efcape  obfervation  until  it  was  ripe  for  execution.     They 

gave  the  firft  intimation  of  their  hoftile  intentions  by  a  general  maf- 

facre  of  the  Romans,  who,  as  provincial  officers  or  traders,  were 

fettled  in  their  country,  and  cut  off  all  the  military  ports  which  had 

been  advanced  to  protect  them.     They  entered  Macedonia  without 

©ppofkion,  and  with  fire  and  fword  laid  wafte  all  the  pofTeffions  and 

fettlements  of  the  Romans  in  that  province33. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  a  war  with  the  barbarous  nations  of  U.  C.  760. 

.  .  .  M.  Furius 

the  northern  and  eaftern  frontier  of  the  empire,  which,  during  fome   Camiiius, 
ages,  was,  at  intervals,  interrupted  and  refumed,  often  put  Italy  itfelf  Geunteiia- 
tipon  the  defenfive,  was  always  formidable,  and  at  laft  fatal  to  the  ™us"     ,t0j 
fovereignty  of  Rome.  &XaX'  69' 

11  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lv.  c.  27—30.  3S  Velleios  Pacercvlus,  lib.  ii.  c.  1 10. 

3M  r  The 
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BOOK         The  Romans,  by  the  continual   labours   of  feven  centuries,  heed 

v. >    made  their   way  from  the   Tiber   to  the   Rhine    and  the   Danube, 

through  the  territory  of  warlike  hordes  who  oppofed  them,  and  over 
forefts  and  rugged  ways  that  were  every  where  to  be  cleared  at  the 
expence  of  their  labour  and  their  blood :  but  the  ways  they  had  made 
to  reach  their  enemies  were  now  open,  in  their  turns,  for  enemies  to 
reach  them.  The  ample  refources  which  they  had  formed  by  their 
cultivation  encreafed  the  temptation  to  invade  them,  and  facilitated 
all  the  means  of  making  war  upon  their  country.  By  reducing  the 
inhabitants  of  their  provinces,  in  every  part,  to  pacific  fubjedls,  they 
brought  the  defence  of  the  empire  to  depend  on  a  few  profeflional 
foldiers  who  compofed  the  legions. 
TT    ■    ,  Under  apprehenfion  of  thefe  circumftances,  Auguftus  was  heard  to 

U.  C.  761.  m 

Q^_  Sulpicius  fay,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  That  if  proper  meafures  were  not  fpeedily 

c.  Poppy's    taken  for  the  defence  of  Italy,  an  enemy  from  the  Danube  and^the 

K*al!njnl.CX     Rhine  might,  in  ten  days,  be   feen  from  the   battlements  of  Rome. 

M.  Papius       New  levies  were  accordingly  made,  and  the  order  not  to  enlift  eman- 

IVllKlluS,  °   J 

0^.  Poppasus    cipated  flaves  was  fufpended.  The  veterans,  who  had  been  difcharged 
Aug.  36to,      from  the  legions,  were  again  ordered  to  repair  to  their  colours  ;  and 
citizens  of  every  condition  were  required  to  furnifh,  in  proportion  to 
their  eftates  or  poffeflions,  certain  quotas  of  men  for  the  fervice.. 

While  the  People,  under  fo  many  fymptoms  of  trepidation,  were 
made  fenfible  of  their  danger,  Auguftus  feems  to  have  thought  it  a  pro- 
per opportunity  to  renew  the  part  he  had  often  acted  in  recommending 
population  and  marriage.  He  called  together,  in  feparate  aflembliea, 
firft  the  married  who  had  families  of  children,  afterwards  the  barren 
and  the  unmarried;  and  finding  the  fuperiority  of  numbers  on  the  fide 
of  the  latter,  expreffed  his  concern  in  a  public  addrefs  to  the  People ; 
enlarged  on  the  confequences  of  population  to  the  fafety  and  profpe- 
rity  of  the  commonwealth  j  revived  the  marriage-laws,  and,  by  an 
5  a£t 
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act  which  took  its  name  from  Papius  and  Popparus  3!>,  Confuls  of  this    CHAF. 

IV. 
year,  gave  additional  rewards  to  the  married,  and  laid  new  penalties 

on  celibacy,  with  a  confiderable  premium  to  the  profecutor  by  whom 

any  perfon  mould  be  convicted  of  this  offence. 

Before  thefe  regulations  fhould  be  enforced,  a  year  was  allowed  to 
the  unmarried  to  change  their  condition  ;  and  the  rigour  of  former 
laws  4°,  reflecting  the  inheritance  of  women,  which  had  hitherto 
been  reftricted  to  a  hundred  thoufand  fefterces "',  was  confiderably 
abated.  Females  were  allowed  to  inherit  a  larger  fum;  and,  the  better 
to  teflify  the  homage  that  was  paid  to  female  virtue,  the  Veftals  were 
admitted  to  partake  in  the  privilege  of  Roman  parents  having  three 
children  41. 

In  the  mean  time,  great  efforts  were  made  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a 
diftance,  and  to  fix  the  feat  of  the  war  in  their  own  country.  Tiberius 
advanced  for  this  purpofe  into  Dalmatia,  and  the  emperor  himfelf  fst 
out  for  Ariminum,  that  he  might  be  nearer  the  fcene  of  operations  to 
receive  reports,  to  profit  by  intelligence,  and  to  give  his  directions.  He 
had,  for  fome  time,  empowered  the  Senate  to  continue  their  proceed- 
ings in  his  abfence  ;  as  he  ceafed  to  attend  the  Comitia  or  affemblies 
of  the  People,  he  made  free  with  their  privileges ;  and,  under  pre- 
tence of  diforders  occafioned  by  the  elections,  took  upon  himfelf  the 
nomination  of  magiftrates,  or  fignified  his  choice  to  the  Tribes  by  a 
writ  of  recommendation.  Public  prayers  were  now  offered  for  his 
prefervation  ;  and  at  his  departure  from  the  city,  as  if  he  were  going 
on  a  fervice  of  great  danger  to.  his  perfon,  many  vows  were  made,  and 
facrifices  deftined  to  be  offered  up  in  cafe  of  his  fafe  return  43. 

Although  the  force  of  the  empire  was  not  yet  fallen  fo  low  as  to 
juftify  fo  much  apprehenfion,  the  alarm  neverthelefs  continued  for 
three  years 4+. 

3»  Lex  Papia  Poppzea.      4C  LexVoconia.      *'  About  800  L      4t  Dio.  Caff,  lib.lv.  c.  1,2.1c. 
43  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iv.  c.  34.  4*  Yelleius  Paterculus,  lib.  ii.  c.  1 14. 

Tiberius, 
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Tiberius,  upon  his  arrival  in  Dalmatia,  found  the  barbarians, 
who  had  invaded  that  country,  commanded  by  two  leaders  of  the 
names  of  Bato  and  Pinetes.  He  formed  his  own  army  into  three 
divifions,  commanded  by  Germanicus,  Sylvanus  Lepidus,  and  him- 
r  felf.  By  this  difpofition  he  began  his  operations  in  three  different 
.quarters  at  once. 
U.C.762.  jn  tjie  fervjce  which  was  committed  to  Sylvanus  Lepidus,  he  met 

P.  Cornelius  J  r  » 

Doiabeiia,      with  little  refiftance.     Where  he  himfelf  commanded,  the  Romans 

knus,  ex.       were  long  detained  in  the  blockade  of  a  caflle,  which  being  built 

Ser.  Come'     on  a  rock,  was  rendered  inaccefTible  by  the  height  of  its  fituation, 

1'us-  and  by  the  depths  of  the  glens  and  gulleys  that  were  formed  by  the 

wEtst.  71.      torrents  with  which  it  was  furrounded.     Bato  had  taken  poll  in  this 

place  with  a  numerous  body  of  his  countrymen ;  and  being  provided 

with  neceffaries,  endeavoured  to  tire  out  the  enemy.     But  he  himfelf, 

in  the  end,  being  weary  of  his  inactive  and  hopelefs  fituation,  found 

means  to  efcape,  and  left  the  remains  of  his  countrymen,  worn  out 

with  want  and  impatience,  to  furrendcr  at  difcretion. 

Where  Germanicus  commanded,  the  enemy  had  taken  refuge  in 
Anduba,  a  fortrefs  fimilarly  fituated  with  the  former ;  but  which,  after 
repeated  attacks,  was  at  laft  put  into  his  hands  by  the  diffention  of 
the  barbarians  who  defended  it.  Thefe,  having  quarrelled,  turned 
their  fwords  mutually  againfl  eactuother.  One  of  the  parties  fet  the 
quarters  of  their  antagonifts  on  fire,  and  both  fell  an  eafy  prey  to 
their  enemies.  Many  of  the  women,  to  avoid  captivity,  threw 
themfelves,  with  their  children,  into  the  flames 45.  Bato  foon  after 
furrendered  himfelf;  and  being  afked,  What  tempted  him  to 
make  war  upon  the  Romans  ?  made  anfwer,  "  You  afFedT:  to 
*4  treat  every  nation  as  your  flocks  and  your  property  j  but  you  in- 

45  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lvi.  c.  12. 14, 15. 

m  truft 
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"  truft  the  care  of  them  to  ravenous  wolves,  not  to  fhepherds  and  their    CHAP. 
"  dogs  4V  < ^— ' 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war,  the  title  of  Imperator,  with  the  triumphal 
ornaments,  were  decreed  to  Tiberius,  and  to  his  adopted  fon  Germa- 
nicus47 :  but  in  the  midft  of  the  rejoicings  which  were  made  on  this 
occafion,  accounts  of  a  different  nature  were  received  from  the 
Rhine. 

The  Romans,  wifhing  to  command  the  pafTage  of  the  river, 
had  occupied,  as  has  been  obferved,  fome  country,  and  fortified 
fome  ftations  on  the  German  fide.  By  this  difpofition  it  was  in- 
tended, in  cafe  the  Germans  mould  attempt  a  defcent  upon  Gaul, 
that  part  of  the  Roman  army  ihould  be  fo  placed  as  to  remain  in 
their  rear.  And  indeed  while  they  kept  pofTeflion  of  the  navigation- 
of  the  river,  and  of  both  its  banks,  they,  in  fome  meafure,  rendered 
every  fuch  attempt  impracticable.  In  confequence  of  this  difpofition, . 
the  Germans  had,  for  fome  time,  difcontinued  the  practice  of  making 
incurfions  into  Gaul.  They  were  become  familiar  with  the  Roman 
army  that  was  ftationed  in  their  country,  exchanged  commodities 
with  the  Roman  traders,  and  began  to  imitate  their  manners* 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  nations  fituated  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  Wefer,  when  Quinctilius  Varus,  who  had  been  left  by  Tiberius 
in  the  command  of  the  German  frontier,  began  to  confider  the  natives 
of  the  country  around  him,  as  ripe  for  the  ordinary  impofitions 
which  the  Romans  had  on  their  fubjects,  and  made  fome  exactions 
for   the  fupply  of  his  army. 

Some  chiefs  or  leaders  of  the  neighbourhood,  particularly  Segi- 
merus,  prince  of  the  Chatti,  and  his  fon  Arminius,  had  obferved, 
with  indignation,  thefe  encroachments  of  the  Roman  general,  and 
the  gradual  decline  of  their  country  into  a  Roman  province.    Being 

*6  Dio.  Caff",  lib.  Iv.  c.  56.  *  Ibid.  lib.  Ivi.  c.  17. 

at 


45-6  THE   PROGRESS   AND   TERMINATION 

at  the  head  of  a  powerful  canton,  and  much  refpecled  by  all  the  na- 
tions of  that  quarter,  they  entered  into  a  concert  to  cut  off  all  the 
:Romans  that  were  polled  on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  to 
xeftore  the  independence  of  their  People.  They  concealed  their  de- 
fign  by  redoubling  their  attention  to  the  Roman  general  ;  took  their 
refidence  in  his  quarters,  and  applied  to  him  for  decifion  in  all  the 
difputes  which  arofe  among  the  natives ;  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  weakneffes  and  the  ftrengths  of  their  country,  and  ferved  him  as 
guides  in  conducting  the  marches,  and  in  fixing  the  ftations  of  his 
army. 

While,  by  thefe  artifices,  Segimerus  and  Arminius  lulled  the  Ro- 
man general  into  perfect  fecurity,  they  had  their  followers  ready  to 
affemble  under  arms,  and  brought,  all  the  chieftains  of  their  neighbour- 
hood under  engagements  to  join  them,  as  foon  as  their  defign  mould 
be  ripe  for  execution.  They  propofed  to  draw  the  Roman  general 
into  a  fituation  in  which  he  could  be  attacked  with  advantage,  while 
they  themfelves,  without  giving  him  any  alarm,  fhould  have  a  pretence 
ibr  advancing  towards  him  with  all  their  forces. 

To  effect  both  thefe  purpofes,  they  procured  an  infurrection  of 
Jbme  of  the  cantons  over  which  Segimerus  claimed  a  fupremacy, 
and  implored  the  affiflance  of  the  Roman  army  in  fupprefling  the 
revolt.  Varus,  apprehending  that  the  fafety  of  the  Romans,  in  all 
their  poffeffions  beyond  the  Rhine,  depended  on  the  fupport  he  fhould 
give  to  their  allies,  put  his  army  in  motion  to  quell  this  pretended 
rebellion,  and  advanced  through  difficult  ways  into  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country.  On  this  march  he  was  attended  by  Segimerus  and 
Arminius,  and  fupplied  with  every  requifite  to  promote  the  fervice, 
or  to  enfure  its  fuccefs.  Thefe  chiefs  had  affembled  their  forces,  and 
brought  forth  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  country,  under 
pretence  of  acting  as  irregulars  to  cover  the  march  of  the  Roman 
legions.     In  performing  this  fervice,  they  pervaded  the  m&rfhes  and 

woods 
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woods  in  his  front,  on  his  flanks,  and  his  rear,  and  had  actually  fur- 
rounded  him,  when  he  came  upon  the  ground  on  which  they  propofed 
to  make  their  attack. 

Here  the  forefts  and  marines  were  extenfive  and  impafTable,  except 
by  a  fingle  tract.  The  Romans  were  crowded  together,  and  en- 
tangled with  their  baggage ;  and  being  in  this  condition  attacked 
from  every  quarter  at  once,  were  unable  to  refill:  or  to  efcape.  Varus 
fucceeded  in  gaining  an  opening  which  appeared  at  fome  diftance  in 
the  woods ;  and  there,  with  as  many  as  could  follow  him,  attempted 
to  intrench  himfelf;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  army  fell  by  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  At  night,  feeing  no  hopes  of  a  retreat,  the 
general  himfelf  fell  upon  his  fword,  and  by  his  example  induced 
many  officers  and  foldiers  to  employ  the  fame  means  of  avoiding  the 
cruelties  or  infults  to  which  they  were  expofed. 

A  few  having  found  means  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  night, 
made  their  way  to  the  Rhine.  Here  they  were  received  by  a  party 
fent  upon  the  firft  news  of  their  difafter  by  Afprenas  from  Gaul, 
to  favour  their  retreat.   . 

It  had  been  concerted  by  the  Germans,  that  on  the  fame  day 
every  Roman  port  in  their  country  Ihould  be  attacked.  Lucius 
Ceditius,  who  commanded  at  Alilb,  now  fuppofed  to  be  El- 
femberg,  being  furrounded  by  fuperior  numbers,  forced  his  way 
through  the  enemy,  and,  under  the  greatefl  diftrefles,  arrived  on  the 
Rhine.  All  the  other  ports  were  forced,  and  the  troops  who  had 
occupied  them  taken  or  killed.  Among  the  former  Caldus,  an  officer 
of  rank,  being  a  prifoner  and  in  irons,  upon  fome  infult  that  was 
offered  to  him,  flruck  himfelf  in  the  head  with  his  chains  and 
expired. 

The  Romans,  on  this  occafion,  loll  three  entire  legions,  or  about 
eighteen  thoufand  foot,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  horfe.  Afprenas 
having  remained  on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine  only  until  he  had 

Vol,  III.  3  N  collected 
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B  o  O  K  colleded  the  remains  of  the  Roman  army  which  had  efcaped  from 
this  calamity,  withdrew  into  Gaul,  and  made  difpofitions  to  prevent 
any  commotions  in  that  province. 

The  firft.  accounts  of  this  difafter  were  received  at  Rome  with  the 
higheft  degree  of  confirmation.  The  victorious  enemy  having  cut 
off  what  was  conhdered  as  the  ftrength  of  the  empire  on  the  Rhine, 
were  fuppofed  to  be  following  at  the  heels  of  the  meffenger  who 
brought  the  news.  Guards  were  ported  in  different  quarters  of  the 
city  to  prevent  diforders,  and  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  people.  A 
proclamation  was  iffued  to  fufpend  the  changes  ufually  made  in  the 
provincial  appointments,  and  requiring  every  officer  to  continue  in 
his  prefent  command  until  exprefs  orders  were  given  to  the  contrary. 
The  facred  records  were  confulted,  to  find  what  religious  proceffions  or 
ceremonies  had  been  performed  on  the  invafion  of  the  Cimbri,  and 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Marfic  war,  and  the  fame  rites  were  now 
to  be  repeated.  The  emperor  put  on  mourning,  and  for  fome 
months  carried  in  his  looks,  and  in  the  neglect  of  his  perfon,  every  ap- 
pearance of  diftrefs  4S.  It  was  given  out  that,  in  the  firft  tranfport  of 
grief,  he  ftruck  his  head  on  the  wall  of  his  chamber.  The  Germans 
and  Gauls,  that  were  at  Rome,  were  fecured  and  feat  into  the  iflands 
on  the  coafts  of  Italy.  All  citizens  were  ordered  to  arm,  and  many 
difappeared  from  the  ftreets,  to  avoid  being  preffed  to  ferve  in  the 
legions.  « 

There  remained  a  great  army  on  the  eftablifhment  of  the  empire ; 
but  this  army  being  difperfed  over  an  extenfive  frontier  in  Afia  and 
Africa,  it  was  not  fuppofed  that  a  fufficient  force  could  be  brought 
from  thence  in  time  to  protect  the  capital  againft  an  enemy  who  was 
believed  to  be  haftening  to  its  gates.  Very  violent  means  were  there- 
fore employed  to  form  an  army  in  Italy,  and  men  were  forced  under 
arms  by  the  terror  of  military  execution.     The  forces  which  were 

48  Sueton.  in  Oftav.  c.  23, 

brought 
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brought  in  this  manner  to  the  emperor's  ftandard  were  placed  under    c  H^  p- 

the  command  of  Tiberius ;  and,  as  fail  as  they  could  be  put  into  a    » «■  -J 

regular  form,  began  to  move  towards  Gaul. 

In  thefe  meafures  the  Romans  acted  more  from  their  own  fears* 
than  from  a  juft  apprehenfion  of  what  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
enemy.  The  moft  active  and  vigorous  conquerors  can  feldom  act 
up  to  the  fears  of  thofe  they  have  vanquished ;  and  the  Germans,  on 
this  occafion,  content  with  having  freed  their  own  country  from  the 
prefence  of  a  Roman  army,  made  no  attempt  to  purfue  their  victory, 
and  remained  quiet  in  their  own  pofTeflions 49. 

In  the  following  fummer  Tiberius  and  Germanicus,  to  recover  the   u-  c-  763- 

.  rt    •  M.  iEmilius 

credit  of  the  Roman  arms,  having  palled  the  Rhine,  laid  wafte  the   Lepidus, 

,.  .  ...  .       .  .  F.  Scatilius 

adjacent  country,  but  not  meeting  with  an  enemy,  returned  without   Taurus, 
having  given  occafion  to  any  other  fignale  vent.     They  luppofed  that  l*  caffius  ' 
the  natives  were  retired  from  the  frontier,  in  order  to  tempt  them  to   Longmus. 

r  Aug.  38VO, 

follow  into  the  forefts  of  that  impervious   country,  and  to  engage  -^tat-  72. 
them  in  difficult  fituations.     But  having  done  enough  to  enable  the 
capital  to  recover  from  its  panic,  they  bi-ought  back  in  Autumn  the 
Roman  army  into  Gaul,  and  from  thence  themfelves  returned   into 
Italy. 

In  this  year  Drufus,  the  fon  of  Tiberius,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  U.  C.  763. 
Quaftor  ;  fixteen  Praetors  were  employed.  In  the  year  following  ^tat.  ?2, ' 
the  number  of  thefe  magiftrates  was  reduced  to  twelve.  It  being 
alleged  that  governors  of  provinces,  to  preclude  the  complaints  which 
were  often  made  againftthem  upon  their  removal,  extorted  atteft- 
ations  and  complimentary  addrerTes  from  the  people  they  had 
opprefTed,  it  was  enacted,  that  no  governor  fhould  receive  any  ho- 
norary gift  or  atteftation  from  his  province,  during  the  continuance 
of  his  power,  nor  fooner  than  fix  months  after  his  return  to  Rome. 

«  Dio.  Cafi".  lib.  lvi.  c.  25,  24. 

3N2  The 
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C  Fonteius 

Capito, 

exKa'.  Jul. 

C.  Vefellius 

Varro. 

Aug.  39110, 

JEt&t.  73. 


The  age  of  the  emperor  now  led  men  to  think  of  his  fucceflbr ; 
and  predictions  of  his  death  were  furmifed  abroad.  This  probably 
gave  occafion  to  the  edict  which  forbade  foothfayers  to  utter  pre- 
dictions relating  to  the  life  of  any  perfon  whatever.  Among  the 
circumftances  that  characterife  the  manners  of  the  times,  it  is  faid 
that  Roman  knights,  or  citizens  of  quality,  had  permiflion  to  exhibit 
themfelves  as  gladiators  5°. 

Tiberius,  at  his  return  to  Rome,  after  the  noted  fervices  he  had 
performed  on  the  Save  and  the  Rhine,  had  a  triumphal  entry.  In 
afcending  the  Capitol  he  difmounted  from  his  carriage,  and  threw 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  emperor,  who  flood  in  the  way  to  receive 
him  5I.  After  the  proceffion  was  over,  fhows  were  exhibited  by 
Germanicus,  in  which  two  hundred  lions  were  hunted  down;  and 
a  portico,  which  Livia  had  erected  to  the  memory  of  Caius  and 
Lucius  Csefar,  being  dedicated  about  this  time,  ferved  to  increafe  the 
folemnity. 

Of  the  Claudian  family,  on  whom  the  fovereign  power  feemed 
already  to  devolve,  Germanicus,  the  grandfon  of  Livia  by  Drums, 
the  younger  of  her  fons,  was  mod  in  favour  with  the  People.  He 
was  recommended  by  an  appearance  of  opennefs  and  candour  in  his 
manners,  and  by  the  facility  with  which  he  engaged,  according  to- 
the  cuftom  of  the  antient  republic,  in  the  defence  of  his  clients,  and 
in  pleading  their  caufes,  whether  before  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  be- 
fore the  ordinary  judges.  Tiberius,  on  the  contrary,  feemed  to  be 
of  a  dark  and  fufpicious  temper,  and  was  fuppofed  to  cover,  under 
the  appearances  of  moderation,  which  he  ftudied  to  preferve  in. 
public  and  in  prefence  of  the  emperor,  a  jealous  and  cruel,  difpo- 
fition.  But  Livia,  who,  in  the  prefent  period  of  her  hufband's  life, 
had  the  entire  government  of  him,  preferred  her  fon  to  her  grand- 


'°  Veil.  Pater,  lib.  ii.  c.  120.    Dio.  Cafl*.  lib.  Ivi.  t.  25. 


51  Sueton.  quoted  by  Pifo, 

fon, 
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ion,  and  employed  all  her  influence  to  make  the  choice  of  a  fucceiTor    c  H A  P, 
fall  on  Tiberius.  ^— — » *, 

The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  pleafed  with  the  refpite  from 
trouble  which  thefe  delegates  of  his  power  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure for  him,  repofed  himfelf  much  on  their  care,  and  was  pleafed 
to  be  fupplied  with  every  change  of  amufement  or  pleafure  for  which 
it  was  known  that  he  had  any  relifh  5\  He  was  attended  by  agree- 
able women,  muficians,  comedians,  and  even  declaimers  on  favourite 
topics  in  philofophy,  who  made  a  part  of  the  fcene  at  the  clofe  of 
his  ordinary  meals.  At  his  entertainments  he  treated  the  guefts  with 
prefents  of  dreffes,  trinkets,  or  money,  and  amufed  them  with  lot- 
teries, in  which  they  had  chances  that  intitled  them  to  prizes 
of  different  values,  or  with  auctions  of  pictures,  in  which,  the 
back  of  the  picture  being  turned  to  the  company,  they  bid  upon 
chance  53. 

Of  thefe  paftimes  fome  were  probably  the  amufements  of  the  em- 
peror's old  age,  and  marked  the  decline  of  life.  In  his  more  vigorous- 
years,  we  may  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  fufficiently  occupied  with 
the  buflnefs  of  State,  and  with  the  attention  which  he  gave  in  perfon 
to  every  queftion  that  arofe  in  the  government  of  fo  extenfive  an 
empire.  Every  tranfaction  was  ftill  communicated  to  him,  and  dif- 
patched  in  his  name ;  but  from  the  fymptoms  which  he  gave  of  an 
inclination  to  retire  from  affairs,  it  is  probable  that  his  application  was. 
greatly  abated.  So  long  as  he  was  accuftomed  to  attend  the  Senate 
in  perfon,  he  generally  received,  on  the  days  of  their  meeting,  the 
compliments  of  the  members  at  his  own  houfe  or  in  the  forum  j  from 
thence  was  conducted  by  them  to  the  place  of  affembly,  and,  before 
they  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  commonly  went  round  a  circle  of  thofe 
who  were  prefent,  and  fpoke  fcmewhat  obliging  to  each,     This  par~ 

J1  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  71,  i3  Ibid,  c.  74,  75, 

ticular 
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B  %t°  K    ^cu^ar  '1S  mentioned,  as  a  proof  of  his  affability  and  condefcenfion  ; 

v— — v '    but  was  in  reality  the  higheft  circumftance  of  State  which  he  ever 

affumed.  As  a  private  perfon,  in  the  vigour  of  life,  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  treated  as  an  equal,  and  made  one  at  the  entertain- 
ments and  parties  of  pleafure  that  were  made  by  his  friends ;  but  in 
the  decline  of  life,  as  he  withdrew  from  the  Senate,  fo  he  defired  to 
be  excufed  from  receiving  the  vifits  of  the  members,  or  even  of  his 
private  friends ;  and,  under  pretence  of  being  much  occupied  with 
the  troubles  which  ftill  fubfifted  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  he 
declined  going  into  company  upon  any  occafion  whatever  S4. 
C.  Si'lius5'  While  the  emperor  thus,  in  a  great  meafure,  withdrew  from  the 

P!ancUnaUUS  Pu^^c  view>  tne  fourth  period  of  ten  years,  for  which  he  had  ac- 
Aug.  4omo,  cepted  of  the  government,  being  about  to  expire,  he  again  refumed 
his  command  with  the  ufual  forms,  prolonged  the  tribunitian  power 
in  the  perfon  of  Tiberius  for  other  five  years,  and  permitted  his  fon 
Drufus  from  being  Quxftor,  to  be  entered  on  the  lift  of  Confuls 
without  pafling  through  the  rank  of  Prsetor. 

Auguftus,  in  entering  upon  this  new  period  of  his  government, 
in  which  he  was  no  longer  to  attend  the  Senate  in  perfon,  received 
from  this  body,  by  a  formal  act,  full  powers,  with  the  advice  of  his 
ordinary  council,  to  determine  all  queftions  of  State,  and,  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  adoptive  children,  to  enact  laws  of  equal  authority 
with  thofe  he  had  formerly  pafTed  in  the  Senate.  Thefe  powers  he 
had  already  exercifed  ;  and  we  may  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  thus 
formally  conferred  upon  him,  chiefly  that  it  might  be  made  to  ap- 
pear how  far  the  family  of  Livia,  now  included  in  the  fame  act, 
were  raifed  to  an  avowed  participation  of  the  imperial  authority. 

The  firft  confultations  of  this  new  legiflature  were  employed  on 
the  fubject  of  the   penal  laws,  which  having  remained  without  any 

**  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  hi.  e,  26. 

7  confiderable 
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confiderable  change  from  the  times  of  the  republic,  were  flill,  in  CHAP, 
refpect  to  the  forms  of  trial,  better  calculated  to  protect  the  fubjecT: 
than  to  gratify  the  paffions  of  the  fovereign.  Banifhment,  by  which, 
under  the  republic,  criminals  were  at  liberty  to  evade  any  fentence, 
and  which,  in  reality,  had  nothing  grievous  befides  the  circumftance 
of  their  being  obliged  to  travel  from  Rome,  and  to  forego  city  pre- 
ferments and  honours,  was,  by  a  regulation  now  made,  rendered 
more  fevere,-  and  not  fufFered  to  remain,  as  the  courtiers  termed  them, 
a  mere  elufio'n  of  juftice.  Under  a  fentence  of  banifhment,  by  this 
regulation,  the  exile  was  no  longer  at  liberty  to  choofe  the  place  of 
his  retreat,  nor  fufFered  to  retain  his  effects.  He  might  rehde  in  any 
ifland  furrounded  with  fifty  miles  of  fea,  and  in  fome  iflands  which 
were  mentioned,  as  Cos,'  Rhodes,  Lefbos,  and  Sardinia,  though 
lefs  remote ;  but  he  was  entirely  debarred  from  the  continent. 
He  was  allowed  to  retain  of  his  eftate,  if  it  amounted  to  fo  much, 
five  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  sr',  and  might  have  a  fliip  of  a  thou- 
fand  amphorae  ",  and  two  boats  with  twenty  fervants  or  flaves  ;  but 
was  not  at  liberty  to  pafs  from  one  ifland  to  another,  nor  to  change 
the  place  of  his  abode. 

So  far  the  tranfition  from  the  jealoufy  of  the  citizen  againft  the 
feverities  of  government,  which  is  a  part  in  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  to 
the  jealoufy  of  the  prince  againft  the  licence  of  his  fubjects,  which 
equally  belongs  to  monarchy,  was  abundantly  mild  ;  but  even  this 
law,  under  the  profpect  of  its  immediate  application,  gave  weight 
to  the  chains  with  which  every  citizen  already  felt  himfelf  loaded. 
The  fubjects  of  profecution  that  were  likely  to  draw  the  animadverfion 
of  a  defpotic  court,  were  not  injuries  to  fociety  and  offences  to  human 
nature,  which  the  ingenuous  ever  wifh  to  fhun,  as  well  as  to  reftrain  5 

55  About  4000 1. 

57  The  ampho:a,  according  to  Arbuthnct,  contained  about  feven  gallon:. 
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B  °  °  K  but  rather  want  of  fubmifiion  or  refpecT:,  libels,  petulant  freedoms, 
t— ^.~— >  and  even  merit  itfelf,  if  fuch  as  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  fuperiors. 
The  new  law,  indeed,  by  the  directions  contained  in  it  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  libels  and  defamatory  publications,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  treafon,  feemed  to  point  chiefly  at  this  fpecies  of  guilt ;  but  it 
was  not  the  law  itfelf,  fo  much  as  the  arbitrary  application  of  it,  that 
was  likely  to  deprive  every  Roman  of  that  degree  of  fecurity  or  per- 
fonal  freedom  to  which  he  ftill  had  pretenfions  56. 
U.  C.  796.  In  the  fame  year  mankind  had  ftill  more  reafon  to  be  alarmed  ; 

pdus,  Sext.  Tiberius  was  aflbciated  with  Auguftus  in  the  government,  and  de- 
"w  T/mo  clared  to  have  equal  power  with  the  emperor  himfelf  in  all  the  pro- 
j£,tat.  75.  vinces  within  his  department 57.  On  this  occafion  the  new  affcciate 
in  the  empire,  to  raife  his  consideration  and  to  amufe  the  People, 
exhibited  no  lefsthan  three  feparate  triumphal  proceflions;  at  the  end 
of  which  5S,  there  being  fome  diforders  fubfifting  on  the  fide  of  Dal- 
matia  and  Illyricum,  which  feemed  to  require  his  prefence ;  and  he 
being  to  fet  out  for  this  province,  Auguftus  was  pleafed  to  accompany 
him  on  the  road  to  Beneventum.  They  went  to  Aftura  by  land  ; 
but  as  Auguftus,  when  the  wind  was  favourable,  always  preferred 
going  by  water,  they  embarked  at  this  place,  and  fteered  for  the 
coaft  of  Campania.  On  their  paflage,  Auguftus  was  feized  with  a 
dyfentery,  but  continued,  as  on  a  party  of  pleafure,  to  vifit  the  dif- 
ferent iflands  in  the  bay  of  Naples.  At  Caprese  he  pafled  fome  days 
with  uncommon  gaiety,  and  without  appearing  to  fufFer  much  from 
his  diftemper.  At  Naples  he  attended  the  public  fports  which  were 
given  upon  his  arrival.  From  thence  he  continued  his  route  to  Be- 
neventum, where  Tiberius,  being  to  embark  at  Brundifium,  took 
his  leave,  and  the  emperor  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Rome.     But 

56  Dio.  Cafi".  lib.  Ivi.   c.  27,  28.     Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  i.  c.  72. 
•'■'  Veil.  Piter,  lib.  ii.  c.  121.  58  Ibid. 

finding 
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finding  his  ftrength  decline  on  a  fudden,  he  halted  at  Nola,  a  place     c  H,.A  *"• 

in  which  his  Family  had  originally  fome  poffeffions,  and  at  which  his    ■..      t-  ._■ 

father  died.     From  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  this  place  he  refufed  to 

liften  to. any  bufinefs  S9.     On  the  morning  of  the  iSth  of  Auguft,  lie 

aiked  if  his  illnefs  had  caufed  any  tumults  or  infurrections,  called  for 

a  mirror,  and  defired  to  be  dreffed.      He  faid  to  thofe  who  attended 

him,  "  What  think   you  now  ?  Flave  I   acted   my  part  properly  ?" 

then  repeated  the  form  with  which  actors  commonly  end  the  Teprc- 

fentation  of  a  play,  defiring  the  audience,  that  if  the  piece  was   to 

their  liking  they   fliould  applaud  so.     "  I  found,"  he  faid,  "  a  city 

"  of  brick,  and  changed  it  into  marble."     In  this  he  alluded  to  his 

policy  in  the  State,  as  well  as  to  his  buildings  at  Rome. 

Augu(lu>  died  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  eighteenth  of 
Auguft,  in  the  leventy-fixth  year  of  his  age.  His  body  was 
tranfportcd  from  Nola  to  Bovilla?,  carried  by  the  magiftrates  of  the 
feveral  towns  on  the  route.  They  moved  in  the  night,  and  halted 
"by  day,  to  avoid  the  heat  of  the  feafon.  At  Bovillse  it  was  received 
and  carried  forward  to  Rome,  by  a  numerous  company  of  the  equef- 
trian  order. 

The  Senate  met  to  deliberate  on  the  honours  to  be  paid  at  the 
funeral ;  and  the  members  vied  with  each  other  in  the  propofals 
they  made  to  exalt  the  dead,  and  to  exprefs  their  own  forrow fiI.  Some 
prppofed,  that  the  funeral  proceffion  mould  pafs  through  a  triumphal 
arch,  preceded  by  the  ftatue  of  Victory  ;  and  that  the  ceremony 
mould  conclude  with  a  folemn  dirge,  or  fong  of  grief,  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  children  of  all  the  principal  families  in  Rome.  Others 
moved,  that  on  the  dav  of  his  funeral  the  noble  Romans  mould  ex- 
change  the  gold  ring,  which  was  the  badge  of  their  rank,  for  one  of 

59  Suetcn.  in  Auguft.  c.  ico.  60  Jbid.  8I  Ibid. 
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iron  ;  that  the  afhes  fhould  be  colle&ed  from  the  funeral  pile  by  the 
higheft  order  of  priefts. 

At  this  funeral,  in  whatever  form  it  was  executed,  two  orations 
were  pronounced  ;  one  by  Tiberius,  who  had  been  recalled  on  the 
near  approach  of  the  emperor's  death  ;  the  other  by  Drufus,  the  fon 
of  Tiberius,  on  whom  the  name  and  inheritance  of  Csefar  had  now 
devolved. 
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CHAP.     V. 

The  Will  of  Auguflus. Review  of  his  Reign- ——And  of  his  Cha<* 

racier. Tiberius   returns  to    Nola.——Ifucs   "without  delay  hit- 
Orders  throughout  the  Empire.' ///  the  Senate  affects  Reluclance 

to  charge  hhnfelf  with  the  Government. Mutiny  in  Panonia ■ 

On  the  Rhine. Second  Mutiny  on  the  Arrival  of  Deputies  from 

the  Senate. Impofltire   of  Clemens. Plot  of  Libo. De- 

fcription  of  Tiberius. Death  of  Germanicus—^—And  Trial  -of 

Pifo. 

AUGUSTUS  had  made  his  will  about  fixteen  months  before 
he  died,  bequeathing  two  thirds  of  his  eftate  to  Tiberius, 
the  other  third  to  Livia,  with  an  injunction  to  take  the  names  of 
Julia  and  Augufta.  In  fuccefiion  to  Livia  and  her  fon  he  fubftituted 
the  younger  Drufus,  the  fon  of  Tiberius,  for  a  third  ;  and  over- 
looking Claudius,  one  of  the  fons  of  the  elder  Drufus,  and  grandfon 
of  Livia,  he  bequeathed  the  remainder  to  the  brother,  Germanicus 
Caefar,  and  his  offspring,  already  confifting  of  three  fons  and  as 
many  daughters  '.  To  this  numerous  lilt- -of  heirs  he  fubftituted  an 
oftentatious  catalogue  of  principal  citizens  and  Senators.  But  per- 
fifted  fo  much  in  his  feverity  to  the  unhappy  Julia,  as  to  forbid  her 
a  place  in  his  monument.  As  a  legacy  to  be  diftributed  to  the  Ro- 
man People,  he  bequeathed  four  millions  of  fefterces,  or  about  thirty- 
three  thoufand  pounds  fterling  :  as  a  fund  for  the  tribes  or  wards  of 
the  city,  to  defray  their  refpe&ive  corporation  expences,  he  be- 
queathed three   millions  five  hundred  thoufand  fefterces,  or  about 

1  The  three  fons  were  Nero,  Drufus,  and  Cuius  or  Caligula ;  the  three  daughters  Agrip- 
p:m,  Druiilla,  and  Livia  or  LiviHa. 

3  O  2  twenty*- 
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BOO  K:  twenty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  pounds  fterling  ;  to 
the  Prsetorian  bands  one  thoufand  fefterces,  or  about  eight  pounds 
fterling  a  man ;  to  the  Cohorts  of  the-  city  five  hundred,  or  about 
four  pounds  fterling  a  man  ;  to  the  Legions  three  hundred,  or  about 
two  pounds  ten  millings  a  man1.  Thefe  fums  he  ordered  to  be  paid 
immediately  ;  leaving  money  in  his  coffers  fufficient  for  this  purpsfe 
Other  legacies,  of  which  fome  did  not  exceed,  a  hundred  and  fixry, 
or  a  ^hundred  and  feventy  pounds  fterling,  he  directed  to  be  paid 
at  different  times,  and  alleged  the  fcantinefs  of  his  eftate,  from  which 
his  heirs  were  not  likely  to  draw  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
Roman,  money,  or  about  one  million  three  hundred,  thouiand  pounds 
fterling.  The  fums  which  he  had  received  in  legacies,  amounting 
to  about  eleven  millions  fterling,  he  had  expended  in  public  works. 

After  his  will  was  read,  four  feparate  memorials  were  produced. 
The  firft  contained  inftru&ions  for  his  funeral  ;  the  fecond,  a  lift  of 
the  actions  which  he  wifhed  to  have  recorded  on  his  tomb ;  the 
third,  a  ftate  of  the  republic,  including  the  military  eftablifhrnent, 
the  diftribution  of  the  legions,  the  revenue,  the  public  difburfements, 
the  money  actually  lodged  in  the  treafury,  the  arrears  of  taxes  that 
were  due,  with  a  reference  to  the  perfons  in  whole  hands  the  vouchers 
were  to  be  found. 

The  fourth  memorial  contained  political  inftrucfions!  or  maxims,, 
in  which  he-  diffuaded  the  people  from  the  too  frequent  manur  .ifTion 
of  flaves,  and  from  the  too  eafy  admiffion  of  foreigners  to  the  dig- 
nity of  Roman  citizens ;  and  recommended  filling  offices  of  State 
with  perfons  of  experience  and  reputation.  The  public  fervice,  he 
obferved,  never  fhould-  be  entrufted  to  a  fingie  officer,  nor  all  the 
,-ci"  ofi  the  commonwealth  be  fuftered  to  accumulate  in  the  hands 
of  any   one   perfon.     Such:  exclufive  trufts,  he   faid,  muft   lead   to 

'  Die.  CafT.   lib.  lvi.   c.  32.     Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i.  c.  8. 

abufe. 
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abufe,  and  end  in  a   fcarcity  of  perlbns  fit  to  be  employed.     Such     c  H  A  r- 
vere  the  arguments  of  Catulus  and  Cato,  when  they  pleaded  agamfl 
the   exorbitant  powers  of  Pompey   and  Caefar  ;  and  the  reafdnings 
now  afcribed  to  Auguftus  feem  to  be  borrowed  from  theirs,  and  with 
too  little  regard  to  the  difference  of  perfons  and  times.  . 

It  is  faid,  that  in  this  memorial  the  emperor  concluded  with  an 
injunction' not  to  attempt  any  farther  conquer!,  or  any  farther  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  empire  3. 

Such  are  the  principal  circumftances  upon  record,  from  which  we 
are  able  to  collect  the  character  of  this  celebrated  reign.  The  im- 
mediate effects  of  it, .  in  many  parts,  appear  to  have  been  fplendid  and 
falutary.  .  Among  thefe  we  are  to  reckon  the  cefTation  of  wars,  and 
reformation  of  government  in  the  Roman  provinces,.  Under  this 
eftabliihment,  inftead  of  the  Confuls,  who,  being  annually  elected  by 
the  People,  as  often  renewed  the  paffion  of  their  country  for  war 
and  conqueft,  there.,  began  a  fucceffion  of  emperors  who  were  ad- 
dicted to  (loth  and  ftnfualitv,,  more,  than  to  ambition  ;  or  if  difpofed 
to  war,  who  in  youth,  or  in  fome  particular  period  of  life,  exhaufted 
their  paffion  for  military  fame,  and  became  from  thenceforward  a 
powerful  reftraint  on  the  ambition  of  their  own  officers..  Thefe 
they  confidered  as  rivals  and  objects  of  jealoufy,  or  as  dangerous  in- 
fhuments,  ever  ready  to  involve  them  in  wars  abroad,  to  difturb 
their  government  at  home,  or  to  divert  their  revenue  from  thofe 
pleafurable  applications  in  which  they  wifhed  to  employ  it. . 

Whatever  was  loft  to  citizens  of  rank  or  high  pretention  at  Rome, 
by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  monarchy,  was  gained  to  the  ether  fub- 
jects  of  the  empire.  The  provinces,  from  being  the  temporary  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  and  ftript  to  enrich  a  fucceffion.  of  maftere, 
became  the  continued  fubjects  of  a  lbvereign,  who,  as  often  as  he 

3  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lvi.  c.  32.     Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i.  c.  8, 

underftcod  i 
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BOOK  underftood  his  own  intereft,  protected  them  againftthe  oppreffion  of 
his  officers,  and  fpared  or  nurfed  them  as  a  continual  fource  of  re- 
venue and  of  power  to  himfelf. 

While  thefe  defirahle  effects  naturally  refulted  from  the  new  efta- 
blifhment,  many  circumftances  of  great  luftre  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
age  were  afcribed  to  the  fovereign.  The  feeds  of  ingenuity  and  of 
liberal  arts,  which  had  been  fown,  and  which  were  already  fprung 
up  with  fo  much  vigour  under  the  republic,  now  began  to  be  reaped 
in  a  plentiful  harveft. 

Literature,  and  all  the  more  agreeable  fruits  of  ingenuity,  received 
under  the  firft  Emperor  a  peculiar  degree  of  attention  and  encou- 
ragement. Augufbus  was  himfelf  a  proficient  in  letters,  or,  willing 
to  be  amufed  with  the  purfuits  of  the  learned,  read  his  own  produc- 
tions in  the  circle  of  his  friends  ;  and,  what  is  more  difficult  for  an 
author,  heard  without  jealoufy  the  compofitions  of  others,  by  which 
his  own  were  probably  far  excelled.  He  had  faved  from  the  wreck 
of  his  enemy's  party,  protected  from  the  oppreffion  of  his  own,  and 
felected,  as  his  favourites,  the  moft  ingenious  men  of  the  times  \  By 
his  munificence  to  thefe,  his  own  name,  as  well  as  that  of  his  mi- 
nifter,  has  become  proverbial  in  the  hiftory  of  letters,  and  is  deeply 
infcribed  on  monuments  which#  can  never  perifh,  except  by  fome 
calamity  fatal  to  mankind. 

The  provinces  greatly  diverfified  in  refpedt  to  fituation,  climate, 
and  foil,  as  well  as  in  refpedl  to  the  arts  which  they  feverally  pof- 
fefied,  having  the  benefit  of  general  peace,  and  the  protection  of  a 
common  fovereign,  reaped  the  advantage  of  an  eafy  communication 
and  a  flourishing  trade.  All  the  furplus  wealth  of  the  more  cultivated 
parts  of  the  earth  being  drawn  to  the  capital,  and  being  at  the  difpofal 
of  fingle  men,  was  expended  in  works  cf  magnificence,  and  if  not 

4  Horace  was  faved  from  the  route  of  the  republican  party  at  Philippi  ;  and  Virgil,  frcra 
amo  g  the  fufterers  ejedled  fioni  their  property,  to  make  way  for  the  army  of  Cufcr. 
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of  utility,  at  leaft  of  fplendid  caprice.     From  this  fund,  were  erected  c  HyA  p- 

thofe  magnificent  fabrics,  of  which  the  ruins  full  mark  the  place  on   ' ' 

which  flood  the  capital  of  the  weftern  world.  The  empire,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  all  its.  parts,  received  thofe  improvements  which  are 
the  ordinary  attendants  of  opulence  and  peace.  The  lands  were  cul- 
tivated ;  cities  were  built,  adorned,  or  enlarged. 

The  rough  and  vigorous  hands  by  which  this  great  empire  was 
formed,  had  carried  the  balance  and  the  fword  of  ftate  before  they 
could  manage  the  tools  of  the  more  ordinary  and  inferior  arts,  and 
had  given  empire  to  their  country,  before  they  had  provided  for 
themfelves  the  ordinary  means  of  accommodation  or  pleafure.  A 
Roman  citizen  was  not  an  artift,  but  he  was  a  man  fit  to  command 
every  artift.  He  was  pofTefied  of  courage,  penetration,  fagacity,  and 
all  the  advantages  which  conftitute  the  perfonal  fuperiority  of  one 
man  over  another.  As  a  warrior  and  ftatefman,  he  was  the  reverie 
of  thofe  ingenious  and  feeble  fubjects,  of  whom  each  profeffes  a  par- 
ticular part  in  the  fcience  or  practice  of  human  affairs,  but  of  whom 
none  is  qualified  to  diredt  the  whole. 

In  proportion,  however,  as  this  nation  of  mafters  forced  into  their 
fervice  the  induftrious  and  the  learned  in  different  parts  of  the  earth, 
the  practitioners  of  every  artj  and  the  profefTors  of  every  fcience 
flocked  to  the  capital.  Their  productions,  though  fpurned  and  rejected 
at  firft,  were  received  by  degrees,  and  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus  found 
the  moft  ample  rewards.  By  thefe  means,  the  practice  of  every  art 
was  introduced  at  Rome,  even  Romans  were  taught  to  become  ar- 
tifts  and  mechanics,  and,  by  following  a  multiplicity  of  inferior  pur- 
fuits  and  occupations,  were  taught  to  lower  the  haughty  fpirit  of 
the  conquerors  of  the  world,  to  the  level  of  the  nations  they  had. 
fubdued. 

In  the  times  immediately  preceding  the  civil  wars,  foreign  letters, 
though  fondly  received  by  many  of  the  firft  citizens  of  Rome,  were 

ftill 
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B  o  o  K  ,'ftill  a  novelty,  and  considered  by  the  People  as  a  foppifli  afFedation. 

* v '    But  the  leaders  in  this  fafliion  being  the  firft  officers  and  greateft  men 

of  the  State,  as  Lucullus,  Cicero,  Cato,  and  Casfarj  fuch  illuf- 
trious  examples  foon  removed  every  prejudice,  and  engaged,  in  the 
purfuit  of  learning,  every  talent  that  could  be  diverted  from  the  more 
violent  purfuits  of  ambition  or  pleafure. 

The- civil  wars  for  Tome  time  retarded  the  progrefs  of  letters  ;  but 
when  brought  to  an  end,  left  the  public  in  polfeffion  of  the  bias  it 
had  received.  Odtavius  himfelf  having,  in  his  youth,  received  this 
bias,  was  probably  in  his  patronage  of  the  learned,  more  led  by  in- 
clination, and  lefs  by  mere  policy,  than  he  was  in  other  parts  of  the 
conduct  with  which  he  gained  the  favourable  opinion  of  the  world. 
He  loved  correctnefs  and  accuracy  in  all  his  compofitions,  and  never 
delivered  his  mind  on  any  ferious  matter,  even  in  his  own  family, 
without -memorials  or  written  notes. 

Although  the  effe&s  of  this  reign,  therefore,  in  many  of  the  par- 
ticulars we  have  mentioned,  were  the  fequel  of  mere  peace,  and  of 
the  relpite  which  the  world  began  to  enjoy  from  the  diforders  with 
which  it  had  been  lately  afflicted,  much  likewife  may  be  afcribed  to 
the  perfona-l  character  of  the  prince.  After  the  fecure  eftablifhment 
of  his  power,  his  government  began  to  be-  diftinguilhed  by  appear- 
ances of  moderation  and  juftice,  fupported,  in  this  part  of  his  life 
with  a  regular  and  ordinary  tenor,  which  does  not  warrant  any  doubt 
of  his  lincerity, '  or  any  fufpicion  of  an  intention  to  impofe  upon  the 
world,  fome  purpofe  different  from  that  which  he  profeffed  to  have 
in  view. 

In  his  character  of  legiflator,  he  generally  fubrhitted  his  intended 

acts  .to  public  infpection,  encouraged  perfons  of  every  defcription  to 

offer  amendment?,  and  fometimes  adopted  thofe  which  were  offered 

\  to  him  5.     In  the  exercife  of  the  executive  power,  he  took  the  affift- 

5  Dio.  Caff.  lis.  liii.  C..21. 
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ance  of  a  chofen  council,  with  whom  he  deliberated  on  the  ordi-   c  H  A  P. 

y 

nary  meafures  of  ftate.  In  accepting  of  the  honours  which  were 
offered  to  him,  he  checked  inftances  of  extreme  fervility,  and  ac- 
quitted himfelf  with  great  liberality  or  moderation  in  the  ufe  of  the 
powers,  which  the  flattery  of  dying  perfons  frequently  gave  him 
ever  their  families  and  eftates.  He  became  the  guardian,  rather  than 
the  coheir,  of  the  orphans,  with  whom  he  was  joined  in  the  fathers 
will.  Some  he  put  in  the  immediate  pofleflion  of  the  whole  inherit- 
ance ;  others,  while  under  age,  he  treated  as  his  wards,  and  brought 
up  with  every  advantage  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  fortunes,  which 
they  often  received  with  confiderable  additions,  made  either  by  his 
care  or  by  his  bounty. 

But  what  is  of  all  other  circumftances  mod  peculiarly  characteriftic 
of  this  reign,  was  the  judgment  and  addrefs  with  which  the  Emperor 
reprelfed  the  licence  of  the  military,  to  whom  he  owed  his  own  eleva- 
tion ;  the  artful  policy  by  which  he  affected  to  re.fore  fome  fragments 
of  the  civil  government  that  he  himfelf  had  broken  down,  and  the 
caution  with  which  he  retained  the  character  and  profeflion  of  a  civil 
magiftrate  and  of  a  citizen,  while  he  governed  as  mafter.  Joined  to 
thefe,  we  may  reckon  the  able  choice  which  he  made  of  officers  fit 
to  be  trufted  in  the  different  departments  of  the  public  fervice  ;  the 
conftancy  with  which  he  perfevered  in  employing  them,  and  the 
liberality  with  which  he  made  them  feel  that,  the  profperity  of  his 
fortunes  was  their  own.  While  he  gave  thefe  indications  of  a  great- 
mind,  and  poffeffed  thefe  powerful  fupports  of  a  profperous  life,  he 
difpenfed  with  much  of  the  flattery  that  is  paid  to  princes,  and  in- 
converfation  encouraged  the  manners  of  a  free  and  equal  fociety  5. 

How  then   are  we  to  decide  upon  his  character,  marked  by  ap- 
pearances of  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  even  of  cowardice  in  fome  parts 

*  Die  Caff.  lib.  lvi.  c.  43, 
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s  °  °  K  of  his  life,,  diftinguifhed  by  moderation,  clemency,  and  fteadinefs 
in  other  parts  of  it  ?  Are  we  to  fuppofe  what  the  Emperor  Julian  in- 
sinuates \  that  Octavius  received  in  the  later  period  of  his  life  new 
lights,  was  become  a  new  man,  and  that,  by  the  leffons  of  Zeno,  at 
an  earlier  period,  this  Camcleon  might  have  fixed  his  colour,  and 
been  from  the  firft,  what  he  appeared  to  be  in  the  laft  ftate  of  his  for- 
tunes, a  real  friend  to  mankind?  The  authority  of  Julian,  no  doubt, 
is  highly  refpectable  ;  but  if  a  perfon  in  youth  carry  the  marks  of  a 
bad  difpofition,  and  deliberately  commit  atrocious  actions  when  his 
•intereft  required  them,  we  are  ftill  warranted  to  queftion  the  fince- 
rity  of  his  converfion,  though,  in  a  different  ftate  of  his  intereft,  even 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  ftiould  change. 

Oclavius  does  not  appear  to  have  had  from  nature,  in  any  high 
degree,  thofe  difpofitions  to  benevolence  or  malice  which  are  the 
great  diftinguifhing  principles  of  virtue  and  vice.  He  feems  to 
have  been  indifferent  to  mankind  ;  but  defirous  of  confideration  and 
power,  as  objects  of  intereft  to  himfelf.  His  ruling  paflion  was  a 
defire  to  reign.  In  his  way  to  this  end,  he  committed  many  crimes^ 
but  having  once  effected  his  purpofe,  he  had  no  other  criminal  dif- 
pofitions to  gratify  :  or,  after  he  was  fovereign,  ftanding  in  awe  of  a 
free  fpirit  which  he  durft  not  infult,  he,  either  from  inclination  or 
policy,  and  probably  in  part  from  both,  preferred,  as  it  is  furprifing 
that  every  one  elfe  does  not  prefer,  the  proper  ufe  of  his  power  to 
the  abufe  of  it. 

Upon  this  principle,  in  a  life  fo  varied  as  that  of  Odlavius,  appear- 
ances of  cruelty  and  of  clemency,  of  caution  and  of  enterprife,  of 
violence  and  of  moderation,  may  have  equally  found  a  place  in  the 
courfe  of  his  actions.  And  in  his  perfon,  we  may  read  the  fame 
character  of  ambitious  defign,  when  he  affe&ed  to  join  the  Senate  in 

?  Vid.  Csfars  of  Julian, 
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reftoring  the  republic,  or  when  he  figned  a  warrant  for  the  murder 
of  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  fupport  that  form  of  government ; 
when  he  courted  the  protection  of  Cicero  againft  Antony,  or  when 
he  facrinced  the  life  of  Cicero  to  the  refentments  of  his  enemy  j 
when  he  made  or  broke  off  his  treaties  of 'marriage,  and  fought  for 
aids  to  his  ambition,  even  in  the  choice  of  his  licentious  amours ; 
when  he  pardoned,  and  when  he  executed  thofe  who  were  detected 
in  defigns  againft  his  own  life. 

If  we  ftate  ourfelves  therefore  as  judges  on  the  folemn  appeal 
which  Auguftus  on  his  death-bed  made  to  the  fenfe  of  the  world,  it 
is  probable,  that  as  he  was  in  fome  degree  able  to  redeem,  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  fovereignty,  the  enormities  which  he  had  com- 
mitted in  obtaining  it,  we  fhall  not  beftow  upon  him  neither  the 
epithets  of  reproach  and  of  infamy,  which  he  appears  to  have  deferved 
in  the  early  period  of  his  life,  nor  thofe  terms  of  encomium  and 
praife,  which  he  feems  to  have  merited  in  the  longer  and  more  ele- 
vated parts  of  his  reign.  Neither  the  friend  nor  the  enemy  of  man- 
kind, he  was,  by  his  perfonal  and  interefted  ambition,  the  caufe  of 
harm  and  of  good ;  but  upon  the  whole,  if  the  hiftory  of  the  efta- 
blifhment  made  by  him  were  to  terminate  with  his  own  life  ;  if  the 
tranquillity  of  his  reign  be  compared  with  the  troubles  of  the  pre- 
ceding period  ;  it  will  furnifh,  to  thofe  who  contend  for  the  prefer- 
ence of  defpotical  government,  an  occafion  of  triumph. 

Juftice  and  peace  are  at  all  times  the  great  objects  of  attention  and 
care  to  mankind;  but  the  degree  in  which  they  can  be  obtained, 
and  the  means  which  may  be  employed  to  obtain  them,  are  different 
in  different  circumftances ;  different  on  the  fuppofition  of  fmall  or  ex- 
tenfive  ftates,  of  poor  or  of  rich  nations  ;  and,  in  fome  circumftances,, 
they  may  no  doubt  be  better  obtained  by  the  wifdom  and  difcretion 
of  a  fingle  perfon,  than  by  any  fyftem  of  public  councils  or  popular 
affemblies,  which  the  people  to  be  governed  are  themfelves  fit  to 

3  P  a  eompofe. 
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B  o^  o  K  compofe.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  fortunate  that  fingle  men  are 
' d '  found,  who,  without  any  criminal  inclinations,  are  willing  to  un- 
dertake the  government  of  nations.  A  fucceflion  of  fuch  characters 
indeed,  is  more  than  human  nature,  by  any  known  rule  of  fubftitu- 
tion,  whether  by  inheritance  or  by  election,  can  continue  to  furnifh. 
It  is  well,  if,  in  a  feries  of  ages,  where  the  government  of  the  world 
is  committed  to  the  difcretion  of  an  individual,  the  good  in  any  de- 
gree compenfate  the  bad. 

As  Auguftus  had,  to  the  laft  moment  of 'his  reign,  affected  to  hold 
the  fovereignty  by  a  mere  temporary  appointment,  he  could  not,  in 
confidence  with  his  own  profeffions,  either  name  a  fucceffor,  or  dif- 
pofe  of  the  empire  as  the  inheritance  of  his  family.  At  his  death, 
therefore,  fome  perfons  might  hope  to  fee  the  commonwealth  re- 
ftored ;  others  might  wifh  to  fee  the  late  conteft  for  dominion  re- 
vived, and  many  queftions  might  have  arifen,  that  would  have  in- 
volved the  empire  in  frefh  trouble.  Thefe  queftions,  however,  with 
the  projects  or  hopes  that  might  be  founded  upon  them,  were  in  a 
great  meafure  prevented,  by  the  precaution  which  Livia  had  taken 
in  having  her  fon  Tiberius,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  late  Emperor, 
aflbciated  with  himfelf  in  the  government. 

When  Auguftus  was  feized  with  his  laft  illnefs,  Tiberius,  in 
the  capacity  of  his  aflbciate  in  the  empire,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, fet  out  for  the  armies  in  Dalmatia ;  but  he  received  on 
his  way,  a  meflage  from  his  mother,  intimating  the  laft  fymptoms  of 
approaching  death  in  her  hufband.  Upon  this  intimation,  he  re- 
turned to  Nola,  and  arrived  either  before  Auguftus  expired,  or  be- 
fore his  death  was  publicly  known ;  and  having  given  out,  that,  in 
a  conference  with  that  experienced  prince,  he  had  received  his  laft 
jnftructions  for  the  government  of  the  empire  8,  he  took  hold  of  the 

8  Sueton.  in  vit.  Tiber,  c,  21. 
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reins  the  moment  the  other  was  fuppofed  to  have  dropped  them, 
affumed  his  ufual  imperial  guards,  and,  by  fending  orders  to  all  the 
provinces  and  military  ftations,  took  upon  him  to  continue  the  fame 
model  of  government,  without  any  ceffation  or  interval  whatever '. 

The  new  Emperor,  with  the  ufual  precaution  to  ftifle  competitors, 
ordered  Agrippa,  the  furviving  grandi'on  of  Auguftus,  to  be  put  to 
death,  and  took  every  other  effectual  meafure  tofecurehis  own  acceffion. 
At  the  fame  time,  either  in  imitation  of  the  cautious  policy  of  the 
late  Emperor,  or  in  purfuance  of  that  hypocrify  and  diffimulation 
to  which  he  himlelf  had  been  long  accuftomed,  and  to  which  he 
was  naturally  inclined,  he  affected,  in  his  correfpondence  with  the 
Senate,  to  pay  the  utmoft  deference  to  their  authority,  and,  in  his 
letters,  took  care  to  employ  all  the  modeft  expreffions  of  a  private 
citizen. 

Being  Tribune  of  the  People,  he  ventured  only  in  this  capacity, 
he  faid,  to  call  upon  the  Senate  to  give  their  orders  reflecting  the 
funeral  of  Auguftus.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  taken  his  place  by 
the  corpfe  of  the  deceafed,  and  in  nothing  elfe  could  take  any  public 
function  upon  him.  The  Senate,  he  continued,  would  be  pleafed 
to  order  the  guards  that  might  be  neceffary  to  preferve  the  peace, 
and  they  would  take  every  other  precaution  for  the  regular  perform- 
ance of  this  folemn  duty. 

When  the  funeral  was  over,  and  the  Senate  was  affembled  for  the 
opening  of  the  will  and  memorials  of  the  late  Emperor,  Tiberius 
delivered  himlelf  in  a  voice,  interrupted  with  fighs  and  tears;  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  heavy  burden,  by  the  death  of  the  only  perfon  who 
was  able  to  bear  it,  had  now  devolved  upon  them  all ;  that  having 
himfelf  been  admitted  to  fome  fhare  in  the  government,  he  had 
learned  how  arduous  a  tafk  it  was  to  be  charged  with  the  whole  of 


9  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i.  c.  3. 
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K  °Q  Y*     it,  and  had  learned  to  make  a  proper  eftimate  of  his  own  abilities  "*"j 
w— v— — t    but  that  in  a  ftate  which  could  boaft  of  fo  many  illuftrious  men,  they 
eould  not  be  limited  in  their  choice,  nor  obliged  to  commit  to  one, 
what  was  fufficient  to  occupy  the  talents  and  abilities  of  many. 

While  he  fpoke  to  this  purpofe,  and  obferved'  the  afpect  of  his 
audience,  frowning  particularly  upon  thofe  who  gave  any  figns  of 
affent,  his  known  reputation  for  falfehood,  the  inconfiftence  of  his 
actions  with  the  profeffions  which  he  now  made,  the  murder  of 
Agrippa,  and  the  military  guard  which  attended  his  perfon,  ef- 
fectually preferved  the  members  who  were  prefent  from  becoming 
the  dupes  of  a  diffimulation,  which  it  was  equally  dangerous  to  re- 
ject too  abruptly,,  or  to  miftake  for  fincerity. 

Mofl  of  the  members,  though  fufficiently  trained  in  the  fchocl 
of  Auguftus,  to  know  the  part  they  were  to  act  on  fuch  occafion^ 
had  not  yet  performed  this  part  upon  fuch  dangerous  ground.  They 
affected  to  believe  that  Tiberius  was  fincere,  lamented  that  there 
fhould  be  any  reluctance  to  accept  of  the  government  in  the  only 
perfon  who  was  qualified  to  undertake  it,  and  they  befeeched  him 
not  to  defert  the  republic  in  this  extremity. 

As  the  Senators  vied  with  each  other  in  thefe  feigned  importuni-* 
ties,  Tiberius  feemed  to  be  diftreffed,  though  not  perfuaded ;  and  after 
he  had  remained  fome  time  undecided,  in  the  end,  as  weary  and 
filenced,  though  not  convinced,  he  withdrew  without  making  any 
reply,  or  without  waiting  for  any  formal  refolution  of  the.  Senate; 
In  pafling  through  the  crowd,  he  was  heard  to  fay,  "  That  a  heavy 
"  load  indeed  had  been  laid  on  his  fhoulders,  but  that  it  could  not 
"  be  expected  he  was  to  bear  it  for  ever  ;  that  old  age  at  leaft  muft 
**  foon  entitle  him  to  refpite."  At  the  fame  time,  thofe  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  mofb  in  his  confidence,  gave  out,  that  his  concern 

*•  Varie  differebat  de  magnitudine  imperii,  fua  modeitia^    Taci  t. 
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For  the  public,  and  the  intreaties  of  the  Senate,  had  prevailed  upon 
him  to  accept  of  the  government ;  but  the  ridicule,  which  it  was  not 
permitted  the  Senators  to  obferve,  was  feized  by  the  People.  "  Few 
"  men,"  it  was  faid,  "  can  perform  all  that  they  undertake;  but  this 
"  man,  with  a  wonderful  modefty,  refufes  to  undertake  even  what 
"  he  performs  "." 

While  Tiberius,  with  fo  much  palpable  and  even  unnecefiary  craft, 
acted  this  farce  in  the  Senate,  his  title  to  the  fovereignty  underwent 
a  more  ferious  difcuffion  in  the  provinces.  The  legions  which  were 
polled  in  different  ilations,  though  long  confined  under  the  authority 
of  an  able  reign  to  the  flridlefl  duties  and  ordinary  advantages  o^ 
their  profeffion,  flill  retained  the  impreffion  of  their  own  importance, 
and  of  their  power  to  difpofe  of  the  empire.  They  recollected  what 
fome  of  them  might  have  feen,  and  all  of  them  had  heard,  of  times 
in  which  they  were  courted  by  their  leaders,  retained  with  prefents  ox- 
gratuities,  and  rewarded  at  the  expiration  of  their  fervice  with  grants 
of  land,  and  fettlements  in  the  richefl  and  moll  cultivated  diilridls  of 
Italy.  They  had  waited  with  impatience  for  an  opportunity  to  give 
a  new  mailer  to  the  world,  and  hoped  that,  in  performing  this  fer- 
vice, they  might  recover  their  confequence,  and  be  entitled  to  rewards, 
fuch  as  military  men  had  formerly  received. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  there  had  been  any  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  principal  armies  on  the  Rhine  or  the  Danube,  prepared  to 
avail  himfelf  of  this  difpofition  of  the  army,  the  fword  in  the  pre- 
fent,  as  in  many  other  inflances,  mufl  have  decided  who  was  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  throne  of  Csefar;  but  Auguflus  having,  in  the  choice 
of  provincial  and  military  commanders,  guarded  againfl  any  danger 
to  his  own  government,  had  by  the  fame  means  provided  for  the  fe- 
•curity  of  his  fuccelTors.     The  perfons  he  employed,  befides  thofe  of 

"  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  24.    Dio.  Caff,  lib,  Ivii.  c.  1. 
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his  own  family,  who  depended  entirely  upon  himfelf,  were,  for  the 
moft  part,  men  of  moderate  ambition  or  mean  pretenfions ;  fo  that 
there  was  not  now  any  perfon  of  rank  prepared  to  take  part  in  the 
revolts  of  the  army. 

Germanicus,  the  nephew  and  adopted  fon  of  Tiberius,  might,  by 
his  popularity  and  by  his  pretenfions,  have  become  a  formidable  rival 
to  his  uncle,  but  was  reftrained  by  his  moderation  and  the  fenfe  of 
his  duty.  A  mutinous  fpirit  neverthelefs  broke  out  firft  in  Panonia, 
where  three  legions  wrere  commanded  by  Junius  Blsefus ;  and  after- 
wards on  the  Rhine,  where  a  great  divifion  of  the  Roman  armies, 
confining  of  eight  legions,  were  diftributed  in  different  ftations, 
under  the  chief  command  of  Germanicus  himfelf. 

The  troops,  not  having  at  any  of  their  ftations  perfons  who  were 

qualified  to  direcl  their  difcontents  againft  the  fucceflion,  of  Tiberius, 

clamoured   only   for  an  augmentation  of  pay,  and  an  earlier   dif- 

charge  from  the  fervice,  than,  by  the  regulations  of  the  former  reign, 

hey   were  allowed   to   expedt.     "  Doomed,"  they  faid,  "  to   drag 

'  out  a  life  of  hard  fervice  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  at  the  end, 

'  as  their  reward,  to  be  banifhed  to  fome  barren  mountain  or  fickly 

'  morals,  which,  under  the  name  of  a  fettlement  or  grant  of  land, 

'  they  were  required  to  cultivate  or  to  drain,  it  was  time  that  fome 

'  regard  fhould  be  paid  to  their  merits,  fome  relief  provided  for 

'  their  fufferings."     They  controlled  their  own  condition,  for  ever 

ftationed  in  the  prefence  of  ferocious  enemies,  and  fubfifting  on  ten 

Affes  a  day,  with  that  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  having  double  their 

pay,  and  placed  at  eafe  amidft  all  the  comforts  and  pleafures  of  the 

capital. 

Excited  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  legions  in  Panonia  refufed  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Emperor,  until  their  griev- 
ances mould  be  redreffed.  They  fecured  their  colours,  fet  at  liberty  all 
thofe  who  were  confined  for  any  military  crime,  and  ceafed  to  obey 

2  their 
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their  officers,  or  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  ordinary  duties  and  forms    CHAP. 
of  the  fervice.  i  ■■    v       i 

Tiberius,  though  greatly  alarmed,  and  fenfible  that  this  attack  on 
his  authority  only  needed  a  fit  leader  at  the  head  of  a  few  legions 
to  reach  him  in  the  capital,  and  to  fupplant  him  in  the  empire, 
difguifed  his  apprehenfions,  [and  propofing  to  foothe  the  difcon- 
tents  of  the  army,  deputed  to  their  quarters  his  own  fon  Drufus,  ac- 
companied by  Elius  Sejanus,  a  young  man  already  aflbciated  with  his 
father  Sejanus,  in  the  command  of  the  Praetorian  bands. 

Thefe  young  men,  in  the  capacity  of  commhTioners,  attended  by 
many  perfons  of  rank  and  confideration  from  the  city,  efcorted  by 
two  cohorts  of  chofen  men,  together  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
Praetorian  cavalry  and  the  German  horfe,  which  ufually  attended 
the  perfon  of  the  Emperor,  fet  out  on  their  miffion.  They  were 
furnifhed  with  a  letter  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  but  were 
empowered,  without  any  fpecific  inftructions,  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  the  occafion  might  fuggeft.  Having  effected  their  march  into 
Panonia,  and  approaching  the  ftation  of  the  mutinous  legions,  they 
were  received  in  the  front  of  the  camp  by  the  whole  body,  but  with 
an  afpect  rather  of  contumacy,  than  of  refpedl  or  of  duty. 

The  fon  of  the  Emperor  was  conducted  to  the  platform, 
from  which  it  was  ufual  for  the  troops  to  receive  the  commands, 
and  to  hear  the  addrefTes  of  their  general.  Having  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty procured  filence,  he  produced  the  letter  which  he  had  brought 
from  his  father,  and  which  he  had  in  charge  to  be  communicated 
to  the  legions. 

In  this  letter,  Tiberius  endeavoured  to  flatter  and  to  foothe  the 
difcontents  of  die  army ;  but  to  avoid  committing  himfelf  too  far, 
fpoke  of  his  intentions  in  general  and  ambiguous  terms.  "  He  might 
"  affure  thefe  brave  legions,"  he  faid,  "  with  whom  he  himfelf  had 
"  fo  often  a£ted,  that  they  were  the  principal  object  of  his  care ; 

Vol.  III.  3  Q^  "  that 
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"  that  as  foon  as  he  fhou'ld  recover  his  mind  from  his  prefent  grief,. 
"  he  would  move  the  Senate  to  take  their  juftpreteiifions  under  con- 
"  fideration  ;  that,  in  the  mean  while,  he  had  fent  his  own  fon  in 
"  order,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  accommodate  them  in  every  thine* 
"  that  depended  on  himfelf;  that  many  things  muft  be  referred  to 
"  the  Senate,  a  wife  and  experienced  council,  who  were  not  likely 
"  to  withhold  the  proper  indulgence  from  thofe  who  remained  in 
"  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  or  to  fail  in  the  neceflary  rigour  to 
"  thofe  who  ventured  to  depart  from  it." 

After  this  letter  was  read,  a  centurion,  who  had  undertaken  to 
anfwer  for  the  legions,  made  a  demand  in  their  name,  that  their  pay 
Ihould  be  fixteen  Afles  a  day  inftead  of  ten,  and  that  they  mould  be 
entitled  to  their  difcharge  at  the  end  of  fixteen  years,  without  being 
obliged,  in  the  ufual  way,  after  they  were  fuppofed  difqualified  for 
the  ordinary  fatigues  of  the  fervice,  ftill  to  remain  with  their 
colours. 

To  thefe  demands,  Drufus  declined  giving  any  anfwer.  M  The  mat- 
"  ter  mould  be  reported  to  his  father,"  he  faid,  "  and  referred  to  the 
w  Senate."  Upon  this  reply,  a  general  clamour  arofe.  "  Wherefore 
"  was  he  come,  if  not  entrusted  to  relieve  the  army  ?  He  had  no 
"  powers  to  relieve,  but  he  had  unlimited  powers  to  diflrefs,  and 
"  to  puniih.  So  the  father  himfelf  was  accuftomed  to  ferve  them 
"  while  he  came  to  elude  the  prayers  of  the  foldiers,  by  referring 
w  them  to  fome  one  elfe,  who  was  at  a  diftance.  Are  we  never," 
they  faid,  "  to  fee  the  face  of  the  Emperor  ?  Is  he  to  puniih  at  dif- 
"  cretion,  but  never  to  reward  without  confent  of  the  Senate  ?  Our 
"  rewards,  it  feems,  are  to  be  carefully  weighed  and  considered ; 
"  but  our  fatigues  and  our  punifhments,  are  to  be  dealt  without 
"  balance  or  meafure." 

In  this  difpofition  the  affembly  broke  up,  and  the  foldiers  went 
roving  about  in  diforderly  parties,  infulting  their  officers,  and  affect- 
tog 
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ing  to  treat  the  authority  of  the  Emperor  himfelf  with  contempt.  c  H  A  P' 
Their  prefumption,  however,  was  fuddenly  checked  at  night  by  an. 
eclipfe  which  took  place  in  the  moon,  and  which,  in  their  fuperfti- 
tious  way  of  interpreting  natural  appearances,  formed  an  emblem  of 
their  own  fituation,  and  by  its  event  was  to  prognofticate  the  fequel 
of  their  prefent  attempts.  Their  defpondence,  during  the  progrefs  of 
the  eclipfe,  kept  pace  with  the  diminution  of  the  moon's  light;  and,  as 
at  the  time  of  the  greateft  objuration,  the  fky  itfelf  was  overcaft 
with  clouds,  and  every  light  fuppreft  in  the  total  darknefs  of  a  ftormy 
night,  they  received  this  event  as  a  fupernatural  prefage  of  their 
own  fate,  and  in  defpair  retired  to  their  tents.  They  were  foon  af- 
terwards perfwaded  to  reflore  the  colours  which  they  had  removed 
from  their  place  ;  and,  in  order  to  avert  the  evils  with  which  they 
were  threatened,  to  make  feafonable  offers  of  fubmiffion  to  the 
Prince. 

It  was  therefore  thought  proper,  that  Drums  fhould  inftantly  avail 
himfelf  of  this  favourable  change,  and,  as  much  as  poffible,  facilitate 
the  return  of  the  troops  to  their  duly.  For  this  pmpofe,  he  called 
them  again  to  the  place  of  audience,  treated  their  mutiny  as  a  tran- 
fient  fit  of  humour  which  was  pail,  and  gave  them  to  understand, 
that  although  he  was  not  to  be  awed  bv  their  threats,  he  was  moved 
by  their  dutiful  and  fubmiffive  behaviour ;  that  he  mould  difpatch  an 
officer  with  their  requefts  to  the  Emperor,  and  fhould  join  his  own 
intreaties  to  procure  them  immediate  attention,  and  to  obtain  every 
favour  that  might  be  confiftent  with  the  order  of  the  fervice. 

After  the  departure  of  this  meffenger,  the  expectations  of  the  le- 
gions were  fixed  entirely  upon  the  return  he  fhould  bring,  and  on 
the  effect  of  the  young  Caefar's  Interpol ition  in  their  favours.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  officers  having  refumed  their  command,  and  being 
obeyed  in  all  the  ordinary  duties  and  forms  of  the  camp,  propofed 
to  exert  their  authority  in  ftifling  the  remains  of  a  mutinous  fpir 
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B  9,,°  K    rfff  which  had  fo  far  fubfided.     They  accordingly  gave  orders  to 
feize,  and  to  punilh  the  principal  authors  of  the  late  diforders. 

Under  this  exertion  of  power,  the  troops  became  as  tame  and  fub- 
miffive,  as  they  had  lately  been  refractory  and  ferocious.  To  figna- 
lize  their  zeal,  fome  of  the  moft  guilty  became  the  informers  and 
inftruments  of  juftice  againft  their  own  accomplices ;  and  the  hu- 
mour from  which  this  revolt  proceeded,  having  funk  as  it  rofe, 
without  any  rational  plan,  the  mutiny  appeared  to  be  fo  intirely  fup- 
preffed,  and  the  difcipline  of  the  legions  fo  effectually  reftored,  that 
Drums,  with  his  company  and  the  efcort  which  attended  them, 
departed  for  Italy,  without  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  officer  he 
had  difpatched  to  the  Emperor  '\ 

Thefe  diforders  however  were  not  peculiar  to  the  troops  in  Pano- 
nia,  they  broke  out  with  more  violence,  and  a  more  dangerous  ten- 
dency among  thofe  of  the  German  frontier.  On  this  fide,  eight  le- 
gions were  placed  at  two  feparate  flations  ;  one  divifion  under  Ce- 
cina,  on  the  borders  of  the  low  countries  ;  the  other  under  Caius 
Silius,  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  both  under  the  orders  of  Germanicus, 
who  being  adopted  into  the  family  of  Csefar,  had  been  vefted  by 
Auguftus  with  the  command  of  thefe  armies,  and  with  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Gaul.  This  young  man  had  married  Agrippina,  the 
daughter  of  Agrippa  and  of  Julia  Augufla,  by  whom  he  had  a  nu- 
merous iffue,  a  circumftance  generally  attended  with  great  popular 
favour  among  the  Romans.  He  was  now  attended  in  his  province 
by  his  wife  Agrippina,  with  Caius,  afterwards  better  known  by  the 
name  of  Caligula,  the  youngeft  of  his  three  fons,  now  carried  in  the 
arms  of  the  mother.  He  himfelf  being  extremely  acceptable  to  the 
army,  and  to  the  people  of  the  provinces,  it  was  not  doubted,  that 
if  the  empire  were  to  be  difpofed  of,  he  would  have  had  the  wifhes 

"  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i.  c.  30. 
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©f  mankind  in  his  favour  ;  and  he  became  upon  this  account  a  prin-   CHAP, 
cipal  objec"l  of  jealoufy  to  his  adoptive  father. 

The  troops  that  were  ftationed  on  the  borders  of  the  low  coun- 
tries under  Cecina,  comprehended  the  legions  which  had  been  haftily 
lcvied,  and  which,  in  order  the  fooner  to  replace  the  army  that 
perifhed  with  Varus  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  beyond  the  Rhine, . 
had  been  formed  without  the  ufual  felection.  Being  in  a  great 
meafure  compofed  of  emancipated  flaves,  and  other  perfons  of  mean 
condition,  they  had  not  yet  imbibed  the  fentiments  of  national  and 
military  honour,  which  Auguftus  endeavoured  to  preferve  in  the  le- 
gions. They  confidered  themfelves,  at  the  death  of  that  Emperor, 
as  difcharged  from  their  military  oath.  They  rofe  againft  their  of- 
ficers, killed  moll  of  the  Centurions,  and  forced  Cecina,  with  the 
Tribunes,  to  withdraw  from  their  rage. 

The  authors  of  this  revolt,  probably,  flattered  themfelves  that  Ger- 
manicus,  although  he  did  not  at  firft  openly  countenance  their 
mutiny,  might  however  give  way  to  their  defires,  and  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  elevated  by  their  means  to  the  throne  of  Csefar.  To  preferve 
the  appearances  of  order,  until  they  fhould  receive  his  commands, 
they  appointed  officers  to  act  in  place  of  thofe  they  had  killed,  per- 
formed raoft  of  the  ufual  military  duties,  mounted  the  ordinary 
guards,  and  took  the  ftated  precautions,  as  in  the  prefence  of  an 
enemy,  for  the  fafety  and  peace  of  their  camp. 

Germanicus,  when  the  accounts  of  this  alarming  tranfaclion  were 
brought  to  him,  was  occupied  in  the  affairs  of  the  province,  and  in 
adminiftering  the  oaths  of  allegiance  on  the  acceffion  of  Tiberius. 
Senfible  that  his  own  high  pretenfions  expofed  him  to  be  fufpected 
of  having  encouraged  thefe  diforders,  he  repaired  without  delay  to 
the  camp,  from  which  Cecina  had  been  obliged  to  fly.  Upon  his 
approach,  he  was  met  by  the  legions ;  but  inftead  of  the  refpectful 
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filence  that  was  ufual  in  receiving  their  commander  in  chief,  was  fa- 
luted  with  cries  of  difcontent,  and  a  mixture  of  expoftulation  and 
infult.  He  was  followed  by  a  multitude  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  to 
that  part  of  the  camp  at  which  it  was  ufual  to  harangue  the  army. 
That  he  might  obferve  the  different  parts  of  his  audience,  or,  in  cafe 
any  infult  wTere  offered,  that  he  might  diftinguifh  the  diviiion  from 
whence  it  came,  he  gave  the  iignal  for  the  whole  to  draw  up  in  their 
legions  and  cohorts,  and  to  difplay  their  colours. 

So  long  as  he  fpoke  of  the  veneration  due  to  the  memory  of  Au- 
guftus,  and  of  the  glories  acquired  at  the  head  of  thefe  very  legions 
by  the  prefent  Emperor  himfelf,  he  was  heard  with  refpect  and  at- 
tention ;  but  when  he  touched  on  their  want  of  duty,  his  voice  could 
no  longer  be  heard,  and  the  whole  prefence  was  thrown  into  tumult. 
Some  uncovered  their  lcars,  called  for  the  rewards  that  were  due  to 
their  fervices ;  others  complained  of  the  fcantinefs  of  their  pay,  of 
their  toilfome  marches,  of  their  hard  labour  in  forming  entrench- 
ments, and  in  rearing  magazines  of  wood  and  of  forage.  "  We 
"  have  followed  our  colours,"  faid  fome  of  the  veterans,  "  above 
"  thirty  years  :  Is  death  the  only  termination  to  be  hoped  for  our 
"  labours  ?"  They  called  for  the  legacy,  which  they  heard  was  be- 
queathed to  them  by  Auguftus :  they  invited  the  prince  to  declare 
himfelf  fovereign  of  the  empire,  and  offered  to  fupport  his  pretenfions 
with  their  fwords. 

On  this  propofal,  Germanicus,  as  if  feized  with  horror,  came 
down  from  the  platform  on  which  he  ftood,  and  was  haftening  to 
retire,  when  numbers  interpofed  to  flop  him.  "  My  duty  to  the 
"  Emperor,"  he  faid,  "  is  more  precious  to  me  than  my  life  ;"  and 
and  at  thefe  words,  drawing  his  fword,  he  turned  the  point  of  it 
towards  his  own  bread.  Some  of  thofe  who  were  near,  laid  hold  of 
his  arm ;  others  called  out,  let  him  Jirike  ;  and  one,  in  particular, 
reaching  his  fword,  faid,  take  this ;  it  isjharper  than  your  own. 

2  ,  It 
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It  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  that  Germanicus  might  have  led  this 
army  into  Italy,  and  with  a  general  confent  placed  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  empire  ;  but  he  feems  to  have  apprehended  the  rights  of 
fucceffion  in  the  prefent  Emperor,  with  all  the  refpect  and  fidelity 
that  accompany  the  fentiments  of  loyalty  and  duty,  under  monarchies 
already  eftablifhed.  Being  defirous  to  withdraw  from  the  tumult, 
and  a  way  being  made  for  him  by  the  officers  of  his  train,  he  re- 
tired to  deliberate  on  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  affairs. 

The  leaders  of  this  mutiny  were  about  to  open  a  correfpondence 
with  the  legions  on  the  Upper  Rhine.  The  enemy  were  in  fight  on 
the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
thefe  diffractions.  Some  of  the  officers  prefent  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  an  army  mould  be  formed  from  the  provincial  cohorts 
to  overawe  the  legions  ;  but  this  was  rejected  by  others,  as  likely  to 
end  in  a  civil  war.  Severity,  it  was  obferved  by  fome,  might  ex- 
afperate ;  conceffion,  it  was  faid  by  others,  might  breed  infolence ; 
and  the  fervice  was  equally  expofed  to  fuffer,  whether  the  troops 
were  indulged  in  all  their  demands,  or  in  none.  It  was  fuggefted  at 
laft,  that  by  a  little  artifice,  without  committing  the  authority  of  the 
Emperor,  the  demands  of  the  army  might  be  fatisfied.  For  this 
purpofe,  it  was  propofed  that  a  letter  fhould  be  feigned,  as  from  Ti- 
berius, fo  dated,  that  in  writing  it  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  know 
of  the  diforder  which  now  took  place ;  that  in  this  letter,  he  fhould 
be  perfonated,  as  declaring,  by  a  voluntary  act  of  goodnefs,  his  in- 
tention to  double  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Auguftus ;  to  fix  the  en- 
tire  period  of  fervice  at  twenty  years,  and  that  of  the  ordinar/ 
duties  at  fixteen  ,3. 


13  A  Roman  foldier,  after  he  was  exempted  from  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  camp,   was 
retained  at  his  colours  to  encounter  the  enemy, 

A  letter 
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BOOK  A  letter  to  this  purpofe  being  accordingly  produced,  the  artifice 
was  fufpec"ted,  but  the  terms  were  agreed  to,  provided  that  the  le- 
gacies were  inftantly  paid;  that  thole  who  had  ferved  twenty  years 
fhould  be  difcharged,  and  thofe  who  had  ferved  fixteen  years,  mould 
be  exempted  as  veterans  from  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  camp. 
Many  were  accordingly  difcharged,  and  the  more  clamorous  were 
paid  up  their  fhare  of  the  legacy,  with  fuch  money  as  could  be  col- 
lected among  the  attendants  of  the  prince.  Others  were  perfwaded 
to  fuffer  a  delay  of  payment,  until  they  fhould  come  into  quarters- 
for  the  winter. 

From  this  ftation,  Germanicus  repaired  to  that  of  the  Upper 
Rhine,  where  with  lefs  trouble,  and  by  means  of  the  fame  gratuities, 
he  prevailed  on  the  legions  of  that  divifion  to  withdraw  into  quarters. 
A  mutiny  of  the  troops  on  the  Wefer  had  broke  out  at  the  fame 
time ;  but  was  fuppreffed  by  the  courage  and  ability  of  the  officer  at 
their  head. 

It  appears,  that  Tiberius,  On  hearing  of  thefe  mutinies  on  the 
Rhine  and  the  Wefer,  had  recourfe  to  the  Senate,  and  wifhed  to 
avail  himfelf  of  their  authority  in  reftoring  the  difcipline  of  the  army. 
He  probably  meant,  in  the  name  of  this  body,  to  inflict  the  necefiary 
feverities,  while  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  more  popular  office  of 
granting  indulgences,  or  of  making  fome  gracious  conceffions. 

A  committee  of  the  Senate,  of  whom  one  Munatius  Plancus  is 
mentioned  as  the  head,  was  accordingly  fent  to  the  quarters  of  the 
army,  and  arrived  at  the  Ara  Ubiorum  ,4,  where  Germanicus,  with 
two  legions,  after  quieting  the  late  mutiny,  was  retired  for  the  winter. 
As  foon  as  it  was  known,  that  deputies  were  arrived  from  the  Se- 
nate, to  take  cognizance  of  the  ftate  of  the  army,  the  foldiers  appre- 
hended that  the  late  agreement  was  to  be  fet  afide ;  that  the  indul- 

*♦  In  the  Bilhopric  of  Cologne. 
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gencies  granted  to  them  were  to  be  recalled,  and  that  fomething  un-    CHAP. 

gracious  was  intended,  which  the  Emperor  chofe  to  execute  in  fome    * y -> 

other  name  than  his  own  ;  for  fo  the  arts,  by  which  the  empire  had 
been  governed  near  fifty  years,  now  began  to  be  underftood.  In  this 
perfuafion,  the  foldiers,  in  a  riotous  manner,  aflembled  round  the 
quarters  of  their  general ;  and  as  a  fignal,  that  they  were  not  anv 
longer  to  refpect  his  authority,  they  tore  the  imperial  ftandard  from 
thence ;  and  to  deter  civil  officers,  for  the  future,  from  interpohng 
in  their  affairs,  meant  to  have  murdered  Munatius  Plancus,  and  the 
other  deputies  of  the  Senate.  Thefe  officers,  however,  took  refuge  at 
the  colours  of  one  of  the  legions,  where,  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  Roman  army,  they  had  the  protection  of  a  fancluary,  and 
by  this  "means  efcaped  the  flite  that  was  intended  for  them. 

Germanicus  being  ftill  accompanied  in  his  quarters  by  his  wife 
Agrippina  and  her  infant  fori,  the  youngeft  of  his  children,  and  ap- 
prehending that  they  could  not  be  fafe  in  this  place  of  diforder,  de- 
termined to  remove  them  to  fome  other  ftation,  where  the  troops, 
remaining  in  their  duty,  were  likely  to  afford  them  protection.  At 
their  departure,  the  foldiers  feeing  the  wife  and  the  infant  child  of 
their  favourite  leader,  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of  female  attend- 
ants, fly  from  their  camp,  as  from  a  place  in  which  no  refpect  was 
to  be  paid  to  fex,  age,  or  rank,  were  ftruck  with  the  effect  of  their 
own  violence.  Some  crowded  in  the  way  of  this  melancholy  train, 
and  endeavoured  to  detain  them  ;  while  others  ran  to  the  hufband, 
and  befeeched  him  to  fpare  the  legions  fo  cruel  a  reproach,  as  was 
implied,  in  his  fuppofing  that  the  wife  of  Germanicus,  the  daughter 
of  Agrippa,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  Caefar,  with  her  infant  child, 
were  obliged  to  fly  for  fafety  from  their  quarters. 

The  prince,  obferving  the  difpofition  of  the  foldiers,  feized  the  op- 
portunity of  regaining  his  authority ;  and  making  it  a  condition  that 
they  would  return  to  their  duty,  complied  with  their  requeft. 

Vol.  III.  .3R  In 
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BOO  K  Jn  (hc  firft  moment  of  zeal  to  fignalize  their  affection,  multitudes^, 
<k— ». — ~_/  without  knowing  the  caufe  of  the  change^  palled  with  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  popular  tumults,  by  a  rapid  tranfition,  from  one  extreme  ta 
the  other,  called  out  for  juflice  on  thofe  who  had  been  leaders  in  the 
late  mutiny ;  and  themfelves  became  willing  inftruments  in  punifh- 
ing  fuch  as  were  pointed  out  to  them  as  authors  of  a  guilt,  in  which 
the  whole  had  been  concerned..  Germanicus,  and  the  principal  of- 
ficers withdrew  from  the  fcene,  leaving  a  Centurion  on  the  platform 
to  prefide  in  this  extraordinary  courfe  of  juftice.  The  prifoners 
that  were  brought  to  him,  were  hoifted  up  into  view,  and  upon  the 
verdict  of  the  multitude,  to  fpare  or  to  punifh  them,  were  releafed., 
or  thrown  down  from  the  platform,  and  fuffered  immediate  death 
from  the  hands  of  their  fellow  foldiers. 

The  fame  diforders  had  broken  out,  and  ftill  fubfifted  at  Vetera  ,sr 
the  ftation  of  the  fifth  and  twenty-firft  legions  ;  but  Germanicus  be- 
ing now  in  condition  to  enforce  his  authority,  advanced  at  the  head 
-of  a  powerful  army>  fent  his  inftructions  to  Cecina,  who  was  prefent 
with  the  mutinous  troops,  requiring  that  they  fhould,  of  their  own 
accord,  bring  the  guilty  to  juftice  ;  and  intimating,  that  if  this  were 
not  done  before  his  arrival,  he  was  determined,  without  diftinction 
of  perfons,  to  put  the  whole  to  the  fword. 

On  this  intimation,  a  confiderable  number  of  the  foldiers  entered 
into  a  concert  for  executing  the  vengeance  required  of  them,  and  at 
a  time  appointed,  began  the  {laughter  of  thofe  who  were  mcft  for- 
ward in  the  mutiny..  As  the  camp  was  foon  thrown  into  confufion^ 
k  became  impoffibJe  to  make  any  diftinction  of  perfons,  and  the 
maffacre  extended  to  all  thofe  who  crowded  in  the  way,  and  who 
were  not  apprifed  of  the  defign.  Germanicus,  at  his  arrival,  found 
the,  tents  ftained  with  blood,  the  pafiages  ftrewed  with  hsaps  of  the 


iS  Nearly  oppofite  to  Cleyes. 
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flain,  and  all  the  appearances  of  a  camp  furprifed,  and  of  an  army  put 
to  the  fword.  Thole  who  remained,  affected  for  the  prefent  to  pay 
refpect  to  the  authority  of  their  leaders  ;  but  had  flxewn  themfclves 
capable  of  the  greateft  extremes  againft  their  officers,  as  well  as 
againft  their  fellow  foldiers. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  difficulties  which  Tiberius  encountered  in 
effecting  his  fucceffion  ;  he  had  other  alarms  in  the  commencement 
of  his  reign,  but  of  inferior  moment.  Such  were  the  troubles  occa-^ 
fioned  by  the  impofture  of  Clemens,  who  had  been  a  Have  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  pofthumous  Agrippa,  and  the  confpiracy  of  Scribonius 
Libo,  who,  being  encouraged  by  his  affinity  to  the  higheft  names  in 
the  republic,  had  formed  fome  vilionary  delign  on  the  empire, 

Clemens,  upon  the  death   of  the  late  Emperor,  had  gone  to  the 
place  at  which  his  mafter  was  detained  in  exile,  meant  to  have  con- 
ducted him  to  one  of  the  armies  in  Gaul,  where  he  made  no  doubt 
that  the  fon  of  Agrippa,  and  the  lineal  defcendant  of  Csefar^  would 
have  found  a  favourable  reception  ;  but  his  defign  being  prevented 
by  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  young  man    he  formed  a  project 
{till  more  wild  and  romantic,  founded  in  fome   refemblance  which 
he  himfelf  bore  to  his  deceafed  mafter,  he  took  his  name,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  perfoliate  him.    Pretending  to  have  efcaped  from  the  cruelty 
of  the   ufurper  Tiberius,  he  frequently  changed  his  place,  and  af- 
fected concealment ;  but  fuffered  himfelf  to  be   feen  by  thofe  who 
were  likely  to   be  impofed  upon,    and  to  afford  him  protection  or 
fupport.     He  was  accordingly  favoured  by  many  perfcns  of  confe- 
quence,  who  were  either  deceived,  or  willing  to  countenance  any 
attempt  that  was  made  to  difturb  the  prefent  fucceffion.     Among  his 
fuppofed  abettors,  however,  he  had  unfortunately  one  perfon  em- 
ployed by  the  Emperor  himfelf,  to  feduce  and  to  circumvent  him. 
By  this  emiflary  affecting  to  believe  his  ftory,  and  to  aid  him  in  af- 
ferting  his  pretenfions  to  the  throne,  he  was  delivered  over  into  the 

3  R  2  hands 
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BOOK  0f  his  enemies,  and  was  put  to  death  by  order  of  Tiberius,  who,  it 
is  faid,  had  the  barbarous  curiofity  to  vifit  him,  and  to  examine  his 
likenefs  to  Agrippa  before  he  was  executed. 

The  Emperor  was  foon  after  rather  amuled,  than  alarmed  by  the 
informations  he  received  of  the  practices  of  Scribonius  Libo,  his 
other  competitor  for  the  throne  of  Csefar.  This  young  man,  being 
by  his  mother,  the  grandfon  of  Pompey,  and  by  his  father,  the  ne- 
phew of  Scribonia,  who  was  the  firft  wife  of  Auguftus,  was  confe- 
quently  the  coufin  of  Julia,  and  of  her  children.  His  affinity  to  the 
Covereigns  of  the  world,  infpired  him  with  thoughts  and  expectations 
above  the  condition  of  a  fubjecTt,  and  laid  him  open  to  the  arts  of 
falfe  and  defigning  men,  whom  the  fafhion  of  the  times  encouraged 
with  the  profpect  of  impunity,  and  even  of  rewards. 

Such  men  affecting  zeal  for  the  fafety  of  the  Emperor,  enticed  the 
unwary  to  engage  themfelves  in  fome  fuppofed  treafonable  practice, 
in  order  to  have  the  merit  of  informing  againft  them.  In  this  odious 
character,  a  Senator  of  the  name  of  Firmius  Catus,  practifed  upon 
the  weaknefs  of  Libo,  made  him  acquainted  with  profeffed  magicians, 
aftrologers,  and  interpreters  of  dreams,  who  flattered  him  with  the 
hopes  of  empire  ;  and  after  he  was  engaged  in  this  idle  or  criminal 
correfpondence,  contrived,  by  means  of  one  Flaccus  Vefculanius, 
who  frequented  the  court,  to  give  fecret  information  of  the  whole  to 
the  Emperor. 

Tiberius,  employing  all  his  artifice  againft  this  feeble ,  antagonist, 
refufed  to  fee  the  informer,  but  directed  him  to  continue  his  in- 
trigue, and  to  report  the  progrefs  of  it  by  the  fame  channel.  While 
he  concurred  in  laying  this  fnare  for  the  unhappy  young  man,  he 
raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  Praetor,  treated  him,  at  the  feafts  and  en- 
tertainments of  the  palace,  with  uncommon  marks  of  diftinction, 
.  •  id  took  the  malicious  pleafure  of  obferving  how  far  thefe  flatteries, 

joined 
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joined  to  the  hopes  of  empire  that  were  given  him,  contributed  to  '  CHAP, 
fwell  his  prefumption. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  poffibly  before  the  defign  of  the  Emperor, 
and  of  his  informers,  was  ripe  for  execution,  Fulcinius  Trio,  another 
noted  informer,  having  intimation  of  the  matter  from  one  of  the 
aftrologers,  who  had  been  confulted  by  Libo,  propofing  to  match 
the  prey  from  his  original  accufer,  and  to  have  a  preferable  claim  to 
the  reward,  carried  his  difcovery  directly  before  the  Senate  ;  but  the 
Emperor  being  prefent  when  this  information  was  delivered,  didjuf- 
tice  to  the  firft  informer,  confirmed  the  charge,  and  with  an  odious 
accuracy,  enumerated  the  piteous  follies  of  which  Libo  had  been 
guilty.  The  Senators,  pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  fuch  a  treafon, 
vied  with  each  other  in  expreflions  of  abhorrence,  and  many  of  them 
contended  for  the  honour  of  conducting  the  profecution  which  was 
to  be  formed  againft  the  criminal. 

The  flaves  of  the  accufed,  agreeably  to  a  late  innovation  in  the 
law,  were  transferred  in  property  to  the  Emperor,  that  they  might 
be  put  to  the  queflion,  or  that  they  might  be  received  in  evidence 
againft  their  mailer. 

Libo  had  the  firft  intimation  of  what  had  pafled,  by  a  party  of 
armed  men,  who,  with  orders  to  feize  his  perfon,  broke  into  his  houfe. 
Terrified  by  this  appearance,  he  pleaded  for  mercy  ;  or  if  this  could 
not  be  obtained,  implored  that  one  of  his  own  fervants  might  be  al- 
lowed to  put  an  end  to  his  life  ;  and  being  difappointed  in  both  thefe 
requefts,  he  took  poifon  or  wounded  himfelf,  and  was  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  when,  according  to  Dion  CafTms,  he  was,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  confifcation  of  his  eftate,  carried  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
ceive his  fentence.  By  the  decree  which  was  given,  the  name  and 
family  of  Libo  were  configned  to  infamy,  and  the  aftrologers,  his  , 
accomplices,  were  expelled  from  Italy,  or  put  to  death. 

The 
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BOOK  The  Emperor,  when  this  fentence  palled,  affected  regret  for  the 
unhappy  young  man,  complained  of  his  precipitancy  in  preventing 
the  effects  of  mercy,  and  profefTed  an  intention  to  have  fpaied  his 

life 

From  the  time  at  which  the  mutinies  on  the  Rhine  and  Danube 
were  fupprefled,  and  from  the  conclulion  of  this  formal  proceeding 
againft  Scrjbonius,  as  a  traitor  to  the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  em- 
pire, we  may  date  the  acceffion  of  Tiberius  to  the  throne  of  Caefar. 
He  was  new  in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age ;  is  defcribed  in  his 
perfon  as  tall,  robuft,  and  healthy  ;  erect  in  his-  walk  ;  of  a  fair 
complexion,  handfome  countenance,  large  eye,  but  frowning  ;  of 
few  words,  and  How  of  utterance ;  without  any  action  or  gefture 
while  he  fpoke,  befides  a  kind  of  involuntary  motion  with  his  fingers. 
His  manner,  notwithstanding  his  figure,  was  fo  ungracious,  that 
Auguflus,  in  recommending  him  to  public  favour,  thought  proper 
to  make  an  apology  for  this  defect  in  his  appearance  ;  obferving  that 
his  ungracious  looks  were  mere  accidents  in  the  outward  form  of  his 
perfon,  not  expreflions  of  vice  in  his  temper  ,6.  In  his  youth,  he 
was  addicted  to  debauchery ;  but  as  he  advanced  to  manhood,  being 
in  awe  of  the  Emperor,  he  learned  in  many  things  to  difguife  his 
inclinations,   and  acquired  a  habit  of  referve  and  hypocrify. 

Auguftus  on  all  occafions  feemed  to  receive  Tiberius  with  fome 
degree  of  repugnance ;  fo  that  when  he  came  into  company,  the 
Emperor,  if  engaged  in  any  pleafurable  converfation,  changed  the 
fubject,  and  altered  his  countenance.  Though  in  fome  degree  re.- 
conciled  to  him,  or  obliged  from  neceffity  to  employ  him  in  the 
conduct  of  his  affairs,  and  though  obferved  fometimes  to  fpeak  of 
him  even  in  terms  of  affedion  and  confidence,  yet  he  gave  more 
frequently,  with  refpect  to  him,  figns  of  averfion  and  diftruft ;  and 

li  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  21.  &  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  i. 

it 
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ft  is  not  unlikely  that  he  fluctuated  to  the  laft  in  his   opinion  con-    CHAP. 

cerning  him.     Determined,  however,  by  the  influence  and  intrigues    <■■   ,  „'     .» 

of  Livia,  or  by  the  relation  fubfifting  between  them,  he  left  him  in 

poffeffion  of  the   empire,  which  he  had  long  intended  for  perfons 

more  nearly  related  in  blood,  and  more  in  his  favour  ;  but  whatever 

were  the  motives  of  his  choice,  fuch  was  the  belief  of  a  deliberate 

and  felfiih  defign  in  all  the  actions  of  Auguitus,  that  he  was  by 

many  fuppofed  to  have  chofen  Tiberius,  merely,  that  in  the  compa- 

rifon  of  his  own  character  with  that  of  his  fucceflbr,  the  preference 

might  be  given  to  himfelf. 

Before  the  events  which  have  been  mentioned  had  put  Tiberius 
in  full  pofleffion  of  the  government,  and  while  he  yet  affected  to  de- 
cline it,  the  Confuls,  the  Senate,  and  all  the  principal  citizens  at 
Rome,  had  taken  the  oath  of  fubmiflion  and  allegiance.  The  whole 
army,  and  all  the  provinces  foon  after  followed  their  example,  and  the 
world  looked  with  anxious  expectation  for  the  full  difplay  of  a  cha- 
racter, hitherto  for  the  moft  part  wrapped  up  in  referve,  and  juftly 
fufpected  of  cruelty.  Among  the  firft  difcoveries  that  were  made  of 
his  temper,  it  appeared  that  even  his  mother  Livia  had  miitaken  his 
difpofition,  or  over-rated  her  own  afcendant  over  him.  In  procuring 
the  empire  to  herfon,  ihe  had  joined  to  the  zeal  of  a  mother,  a  high 
degree  of  ambition,  and  a  deiire  to  emerge  from  a  fpecies  of  obfcu- 
rity,  in  which  ihe  had  lived  in  the  reign  of  her  huiband.  She  flat- 
tered herielf,  that  upon  the  acceflion  of  Tiberius,  fhe  was  to  poflefs  a 
great  part  of  the  Imperial  power,  or  to  exercife  the  whole  in  his 
name.  Trailing  to  the  deference,  which  he  hitherto  affected  for  all 
her  opinions,  or  to  the  gratitude  which  he  owed  to  her  for  the  high 
obligations  the  had  conferred  upon  him,  lhe  inftantly  affumed  all  the 
confequence  ihe  expected  to  reap  from  his  greatnefs,  laid  aiide  the 
caution  and  referve  which  ihe  had  ever  preferved  in  the  reign  of 
Auguftus,  advanced  into  public  view,  and,  as  if  ihe  had  taken  pof— 

2.  feffioii. 


496  THE   PROGRESS   AND   TERMINATION 

BOOK     leffion  of  the  empire  for  herfelf,  under  pretence  of  bellowing  it  upon 
*— -% — —j    her  fon,  took  a  principal  part  in  all  matters  of  Mate,  and  appeared 
on  folemn  occafions  with  her  lictors,  and   all   the  other  enfigns  or 
formalities  of  a  public  ftation  l\ 

The  Senate,  trailing  to  the  mother's  fuppofed  knowledge  of  her 
fon's  inclinations,  yielded  to  her  in  all  the  prerogatives  fhe  was  pleafed 
to  aflume,  inferted  her  name  with  that  of  the  Emperor  in  all  public 
acts,  and,  in  the  titles  of  Tiberius,  fliled  him  the  fon  of  Augulla  as 
well  as  of  Ciefar.  They  were  not  however  fuffered  long  to  remain 
in  this  error.  They  were  told  by  the  Emperor  with  an  alarming 
coldnefs  of  manner,  which  left  no  doubt  of  his  fincerity,  'That  the 
ambition  of  ivomen  Jhould  be  kept  •within  proper  bounds ■,  and  that  he 
Jhould  always  endeavour  to  prefer ibe  fitch  bounds  to  his  own  ". 

From  the  time  in  which  this  declaration  was  made  by  the  Em- 
peror, it  appears  that  Livia  entirely  dropt  her  pretenfions  to  any  part 
in  the  government,  and  became  no  lefs  referved  in  the  reign  of  her 
fon,  than  me  had  been  in  that  of  her  hufband. 

As  Auguftus,  in  affuming  the  fovereignty,  and  in  the  whole  of  his 
reign  was  kept  in  awe  by  the  republican  fpirit,  which  he  fuppofed 
flill  to  lurk  with  a  dangerous  violence  in  the  minds  of  the  People; 
fo  Tiberius,  to  the  affectation  of  treading  in  the  Heps  of  his  prede- 
ceffor,  joined  a  great  meafure  of  dillrufl  in  the  dilpofitions  of  the  peo- 
ple towards  himfelf,  and  in  their  predilection  for  others,  who  might 
be  fuppofed  more  worthy  to  reign.  Among  thefe,  he  looked  upon 
Cermanicus  as  the  firft  or  principal  object  of  his  jealoufy.  He  had  ' 
adopted  this  young  man,  merely  in  compliance  with  the  late  Em- 
peror's will,  and  confidered  him  not  only,  as  he  was  become  by  this 
•act  of  adoption,  a  rival  to  his  own  fon,  but  as  he  was,  by  the  affec- 
rion  of  the  people,  by  the  attachment  of  the  army,  and   the  high 

17  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Ivii.  c.  12.     Ibid.  lib.  Ivi.  fine.  ,s  Tacit.  Anna!,  lib.  i.  0  14. 

7  pretenfions 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  497 

pretenfions  of  his  wife  Agrippina,  a  moft  dangerous  rival  to  himfelf.    CHAP. 

He  could  not  forgive  a  perfon  to  whom  the  legions  had  made  offers 

of  the  empire  ;   and  who,  for  having  declined  the  offer,  was  deemed 

the  more  worthy  of  it.     Although  he   endeavoured,  under   profef- 

fions  of  the  higheft  regard,  to  diffemble  his  feelings,  and  in  making 

his  report  to  the  Senate  of  the  diforders  which  had  lately  taken  place 

in  the  army,  fpoke  of  the  conduct  of  his  two  fons,  Germanicus  and 

Drums,  with  equal  tendernefs   and  applaufe  ;    he   had   neverthelefs 

fuffcred  the   retainers  of  his  court  to   fee   through  this  difguife,  en- 

couraged  them   to   charge    Germanicus   with   want  of   capacity  or 

courage   on  that  occafion  ;    and   had  taken   his   own  refolution   to 

remove  him  from  a  fituation  in  which  his  popularity,  the  ambition 

of  Agrippina,  or  the  prefumption  of  the  troops  under  his  command, 

might,  in  a  moment,  engage  him  in  fome  dangerous  defign  on  the 

empire. 

Upon  thefe  motives,  therefore,  it  was  propofed  to  remove  Ger- 
manicus from  the  German  ftation,  and  from  the  command  of  troops 
by  whom  he  was  beloved,  to  the  command  of  an  army,  inferior  in 
point  of  character,  and  to  which  he  was  lefs  known,  or  lefs  an 
object  of  favour. 

While  this  refolution  was  taken  at  Rome,  Germanicus,  after  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  late  mutinies,  that  he  might  not  fuffer  the  foldiers  to 
brood  over  their  grievances,  give  them  leifure  to  renew  their  com- 
plaints, or  leave  them  to  languifh  for  want  of  employment,  projected 
an  expedition  beyond  the  Rhine,  and  paffed  this  river  with  twelve 
thouiand  men  of  the  legions,  twenty  cohorts  of  the  provinces,  and 
eight  ala2,  or  regiments  of  horfe.  By  this  hidden  irruption,  made  be- 
fore it  was  known  that  his  troops  were  willing  to  obey  him,  he  fur- 
prifed  a  great  body  of  barbarians  aifembled  to  take  advantage  of  the 
diforder  which  they  fuppofed  to  fubfift  in  the  Roman  army,  difperfed 
them   with    great   flaughter,    continued   his    march   to  the  famous 
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B  °  °  K  ground  on  which  Varus  had  been  eut  off  with  his  legions;  and 
v— ^~~~j  finding  the  field  ftill  covered  with  the  unburied  bones  of  the  flain, 
gave  directions  to  have  them  collected  and  interred.  In  this  pious 
office  the  prince  himfelf  mixed  with  the  private  men,  and  put  his  hand 
to  the  work ;  a  circumftance  which,  when  reported  at  Rome,  con- 
siderably increafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor.  From  thence  he 
propofed  to  invade  the  territory  of  Arminius,  and  to  punifh  that  bar- 
barian for  his  treachery  to  thofe  unfortunate  legions.  In  execution, 
of  this  defign,  being  provided  with  a  thoufand  vefTels,  he  embarked 
on  the  Ems,  fell  down  this  river  to  a  confiderable  diftance ;  and 
having  landed  on  its  eaftern  banks,  and  over-run  the  country  from 
thence  to  the  Wefer,  in  his  encounter  with  the  natives  obtained 
two  confiderable  victories. 

After  thefe  operations,  Germanicus  again  returned  to  his  fhips 
in  the  Ems,  and  continued  his  navigation  to  the  fea.  Suppofing  that 
the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  was  contiguous  to  that  of  the  Ems,  he  pro- 
pofed, by  a  fhort  voyage  on  the  coaft,  to  pafs  from  the  one  to  the 
other ;  and  without  expofing  himfelf  to  be  harafTed  in  a  march  by 
land,  to  recover  his  former  ftation  on  the  frontier  of  Gaul.  On  this 
ftormy  coaft,  however,  having  met  with  difficulties  with  which 
neither  his  vefTels  nor  his  mariners  were  fit  to  contend,  his  fleet  was 
difperfed  ;  many  of  his  fhips  were  caft  away  on  the  continent,  others 
wrecked  on  the  contiguous  iflands,  and  fome  drove  quite  into  Bri- 
tain. He  himfelf  got  on  fhore  on  the  coaft  which  is  now  called  Eaft 
Friezland,  and  faw  with  defpair  the  apparent  wreck  of  many  vefTels 
of  his  fleet,  which  feemed  to  be  loft  irrecoverably  on  the  banks 
which  were  left  by  the  fea  at  low-water.  From  this  difafter,  how- 
ever, he  recovered  the  greater  part  of  his  forces.  The  vefTels  that 
were  in  company  with  his  own,  got  afloat  on  the  return  of  the  flood, 
and  the  troops  from  on  board  of  them  were  landed  without  any  con- 
fiderable lofs.     By  this  efcape  of  his  army,  he  was  flill  in  condition  to 

make 
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make  head  againfl  the  natives  of  the  country,  who,  intending  to  profit 
by  the  loffes  he  had  recently  fuftained,  were  aflembled  on  the  Wefer ; 
but  being  furprifed  by  his  hidden  re-appearance,  they  fled  before 
him,  and  feparated  to  their  different  quarters. 

Germanicus,  upon  his  return  from  this  expedition,  and  while  he 
was  meditating  a  renewal  of  fuch  operations  on  the  following  year,  had 
intimation  of  the  emperor's  intention  to  remove  him  from  his  ftation 
on  the  Rhine.  This  intimation  was  accompanied  with  a  meffage  full 
of  the  moft  flattering  commendation  of  his  fervices.  He  was  invited 
to  Rome  under  pretence  of  celebrating  a  triumph,  which  had  been 
decreed  to  him  for  his  late  victories  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  afluming 
the  Confulate,  to  which  he  was  deftined  on  the  approaching  year  as 
colleague  to  the  emperor  himfelf.  As  it  was  fuppofed,  however, 
that,  under  an  appearance  of  modefty,  or  unwilling  to  withdraw  from 
a  hazardous  war  in  which  the  troops  he  commanded  were  hill  engaged, 
he  might  decline  accepting  of  a  mere  honorary  invitation,  it  was 
fubjoined  to  thefe  reafons  of  recall,  that  the  remains  of  glory,  if  there 
were  ftill  any  to  be  reaped  in  that  quarter,  ought  to  be  referved  for 
his  brother  Drums,  there  being  no  other  enemy  left  from  whom  to 
collect  his  laurels, 

An  invitation  to  court,  accompanied  with  the  laft  of  thefe  confeder- 
ations, though  veiled  under  fo  many  flattering  pretences,  was  fufKciently 
underflood  to  be  a  peremptory  command,  which  Germanicus  ac- 
cordingly obeyed.  On  his  arrival  in  Italy,  only  two  cohorts  or  bat- 
talions were  lent  from  Rome  to  receive  him.  But  every  circum- 
ftance  tended  to  augment  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor  ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  Prsetorian  bands,  mingled  with  multitudes  of  the  People 
of  every  fex,  condition,  and  age,  advanced  of  their  own  accord 
fome  miles  from  the  city,  and  received  him  with  uncommon  ace'  1- 
mations  of  joy  ".     Having  made  his  entry,  as  had   been   propofed, 

'*  Sucton.  in  Vita  Caii. 
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BOOK  in  triumph,  he  was,  with  the  emperor  himfelf,  put  in  nomination  for 
<— — v '    the  Confulate  of  the  following  year. 

The  popularity  of  which  Germanicus  now  appeared  to  be  pof- 
feffed  in  the  city,  was  no  lefs  mortifying  to  the  emperor,  than  his 
power  in  the  army  was  fuppofed  to  be  dangerous.  His  prefence, 
if  it  did  not  obfcure  the  luftre  of  the  emperor  himfelf,  feemed  to 
place  him  in  a  continual  ftate  of  competition  with  the  other  fon  of 
Tiberius  ;  and  the  interefts  of  thefe  two  princes,  the  one  by  adop- 
tion, the  other  by  birth,  the  fon  of  the  emperor,  though  fuppofed 
to  be  on  the  beft  terms  with  each  other,  had  divided  the  court.. 

Agrippina,  the  wife  of  Germanicus,  inheriting  the  blood  of  Au- 
guftus,  and  ever  carrying  in  her  haughty  looks  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Csefarian  family,  was  become  to  Livia,  whom  fhe  confidered  as  a 
ftepmother,  no  lefs  an  object  of  animofity,  than  fhe  was  to  the  em- 
peror himfelf.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  refolution  to  feparate 
Germanicus  from  the  German  armies,  and  to  place  him  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  eaftern  provinces,  a  fituation  apparently  honourable, 
but  in  which  he  mould  be  furrounded  with  perfons  who  might 
ferve  as  a  reftraint,  or  as  fples  on  his  conduct,  was  now  carried  into 
■  execution.  He  was  vefted  with  a  commiffion  to  reftore  the  tran- 
quillity of  Afia,  that  was  difturbed  by  fo'me  difputes  which  had  arifen 
on  the  fucceffion  to  the  kingdoms  of  Cappadocia  and  Armenia. 

Germanicus,  in  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  fet 
out  upon  this  apparently  honourable  co.nmiiTion.  Having  a  fupreme 
authority  in  the  feveral  provinces  through  which  he  was  to  pafs,  from 
the  fea  of  Ionia  to  the  extremities  of  Egypt  and  of  Syria,  he  vifited, 
as  chief  in  command,  the  cities  of  Greece,  ftill  revered  as  the  prin- 
cipal feminaries  of  philofophy  and  literature  ;  and  upon  his  entry 
into  Afia,  proceeded  to  execute  the  commiffion  on  which  he  was 
lent.  He  reduced  Cappadocia  and  Commagene'  to  the  form  of 
Roman  provinces,  making  fo me  abatement  of  the  taxes  formerly  paid 

to 
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to  their  own  princes  10,  and  fettled  Zeno,  fon  to  the  "king  of  Pontus, 
on  the  throne  of  Armenia.  He  afterwards  ventured  to  continue  his 
progress  into  Egypt,  though  contrary  to  an  edict  of  the  late  emperor, 
which  was  ftill  in  force.  On  his  return  from  thence  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
died  at  Antioch  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  with  fome  fufpi- 
cions  of  having  been  poifoned  by  Cn.  Pifo,  the  Prefect  of  Syria,  not 
without  the  connivance  or  the  direction  of  Tiberius  himfelf  ". 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  emperor  looked  upon  Cermanicus 
with  great  diftruft,  and  might  have  fought  for  opportunities  to  facri- 
fke  him  to  his  own  fafety,  or  to  that  of  his  fon  Drufus ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  proceeded  any  farther  on  this  oceafion,  than  to 
remove  him  from  a  fituation  in  which  he  furnilhed  the  court  with 
continual  occafions  of  mortification  or  jealoufy,  into  one  that  was 
equally  fplendid  in  appearance,  but  tending  to  leiTen  hi&  confer 
quence  in  the  empire  ;  and  that  he  meant  only  to  place  him  in  the 
command  of  armies  over  whom  he  had:  no  perfonal  influence,  and 
who,  if  difpofed  to  revolt,  were  lefs  to  be  feared  than  the  legions 
which  were  formed  on  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube. 

In  fending  Germanicus  into  Afia,  great  attention  indeed  was 
paid  to  place  in  his  way  as  governor  of  Syria,  the  province 
which  contained  in  itfelf  the  principal  refources  of  the  Eaft,  a  perfon 
more  likely  to  thwart  and  counteract  him  in  every  meafure,  than  to 
become  fubfervient  to  his  ambition,  or  to  promote  his  greatnefs.  This 
intention  was  rendered  extremely  evident  by  the  removal  of  Creticus 
Silanus,  with  whom  Germanicus  was  about  to  contract  an  alliance 
by  the  intermarriage  of  two  of  their  children,  to  make  way  for  Pifo, 
a  man  already  unacceptable  to  Germanicus,  and,  in  general,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  temper  harfh  and  intractable,  or  likely  to  difagree  with 
every  fuperior. 

16  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  ii.  c.  56.  a<  Sueton.  in  Vita  Caii,  c.  1. 
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B  o  O  K  It  is  likewife  extremely  probable,  that  Pifo,  as  well  as  his  wife 
Plancina,  might  have  learned  by  their  own  penetration,  that  Germa- 
nicus  and  Agrippina  had  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  Tiberius  and 
Livia ;  and  that  they  would  not  meet  with  any  cordial  fupport  at  the 
court  of  the  emperor,  in  cafe  of  a  difagreement  with  the  officers 
who  flood  in  their  way  in  the  provinces. 

Some  effects  of  an  infolence,  founded  upon  this  fuppofition,  ap- 
peared in  the  behaviour  of  Pifo  and  Plancina,  while  Germanicus  was 
yet  on  his  way  to  Afia.  Pifo,  having  overtaken  the  prince,  and 
paffing  him  on  the  route,  without  the  cuftomary  marks  of  refpect  or 
attention,  from  thenceforward  feemed  to  fet  him  at  defiance.  At  their 
firfl  interview  in  Syria,  both  were  extremely  guarded,  and  mowed 
no  figns  of  cordiality  or  confidence.  Pifo  afterwards  endeavoured  to 
pre-occupy  the  affections  of  the  army  in  oppofition  to  Germanicus  ; 
and  had  the  boldnefs  to  march,  in  contempt  of  his  orders,with  a  body 
of  troops  into  Armenia.  When  the  prince  was  taken  ill,  it  was  faid, 
that  Pifo  had  fpies  to  obferve  the  progrefs  of  his  difeafe,  and  feemed 
to  await  the  event,  as  likely  to  place  himfelf  at  the  head  of  all  the 
forces  in  Alia.  Germanicus  having  recovered  from  his  firfl  fit  of 
illnefs,  had  the  conduct  of  Pifo  reprefented  to  him  in  fuch  terms,  that 
he  ordered  him  into  his  prefence,  declared  open  enmity  againfl  him, 
and  difmiffed  him  the  province.  But,  as  he  foon  after  relapfed,  he 
accufed  Pifo  of  having  pracYifed  againfl  his  life,  and  charged  all  his 
friends,  who  were  prefent  at  his  death,  to  bring  the  author  of  it  to 
a  fevere  and  juft  retribution. 

Pifo,  hearing  of  the  death  of  Germanicus,  while  he  was  yet  on  the 
coail  of  Afia,  betrayed  his  animofity  to  the  dead  by  public  and  inde- 
cent demonflrations  of  joy.  He  afterwards  attempted,  by  force,  to 
reinftate  himfelf  in  the  province  of  Syria,  from  which  he  had  been 
ordered  by  Germanicus  to  depart ;  but  was  repulfed  by  Sentius,  who 
had  been  chofen  by  the  officers  of  the  prince's  train  to  keep  poffef- 
9  fion 
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fion  of  the  province    till  the  pleafure  of  the  emperor  mould    be    c  H  rA  p- 
known.  < — .« ,~ * 

Upon  this  event,  Pifo  fent  forward  his  own  fon  to  Rome,  in  order 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  poilible,  the  afperfions  which  were  likely  to 
be  propagated  againfl  him  in  the  city.  He  himfelf  paffed  by  Illyricum, 
to  pay  his  court  to  Drums,  who  was  then  ha  that  province,  and  to 
implore  his  protection.  Being  received  by  this  prince  with  coldnefs, 
though  without  prepoflefnon,  he  from  thence  continued  his  voyage 
into  Italy. 

Agrippina,  arriving  foon  after  at  Brundifium  with  the  afhes  of  her 
deceaied  hufband,  was,  by  order  of  the  emperor,  received  by  a  great 
military  efcort  and  the  honours  of  war.  She  parTed  in  a  kind  of 
funeral  proceflion  through  multitudes  that  were  collected  from  every 
part  of  the  country  to  gaze  upon  her  ;  and  coming  to  Rome  fufficient- 
Iy  imprefTed  with  the  idea  that  her  hufband  was  poifoned,  called  for 
revenge  upon  the  fuppoled  authors  of  his  death.  Numbers  contended 
for  the  honour  of  carrying  her  complaints  before  the  tribunals  of 
juftice,  and  of  being  the  accufers  of  her  hufband's  murderers- 

A  profecution  foon  after  commenced  againft  Pifo ;  in  which  all 
that  was  known  to  be  exceptionable  in  the  preceding  life  and  beha- 
viour of  the  accufed,  was  ftated  againft  him  by  Fulcinius  Trio,  the 
perfon  already  mentioned  as  having  exercifed  the  trade  of  informer 
in  the  cafe  of  Libo.  The  conduct  of  the  accufation  of  poifoning, 
and  the  other  crimes  imputed  to  Pifo  in  his  late  command,  was  com- 
mitted to  Vitellius  and  Veranus,  perfons  peculiarly  attached  to  Ger- 
manicus.  The  trial  having  begun  before  the  emperor  himfelf,  was 
afterwards  transferred  to  the  Senate.  Two  days  were  allowed  to  the 
accufers  to  enforce  their  charge,  and  three  to  the  accufed  to  make- 
his  defence.  The  profecutors  brought  fufficient  evidence  of  PifoV 
arrogance  and  extortion  ;  of  much  undutiful  behaviour  to  Ger- 
manicus  himfelf  in.  Aha ;    of  difobeying    his  orders  j    of  having 

made 
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B  o  °  K    made  war  beyond  the  limits  of  his  province,  but   no   fufficient  evi- 

*~ — v '    dence  of  his  having  made  any  attempts  by  poifon  on  the  life  of  the 

prince.  The  charge  indeed,  as  Mated,  or  laid,  was  extremely  incredible, 
that  Pifo  mould,  at  the  table  of  Germanicus,  and  in  the  midft  of 
fervants,  attendants,  and  friends,  venture  to  mix  poifon  in  a  difh 
from  which'  numbers  were  to  eat.  To  render  this  imputation  (till 
more  improbable,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  dead  body  had  been  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view  in  the  market-place  at  Antioch,  and  that  no 
external  marks  or  indications  of  poifon  were  found. 

The  principal  evidence  that  was  produced  of  any  criminal  practice 
againfl  the  prince's  life  confifted  of  a  collection  of  human  bones,  fome 
verfes,  pieces  of  lead  marked  with  the  name  of  Germanicus,  and 
other  fuppofed  charms,  which  were  found  in  his  quarters,  and  which 
were  coniidered  as  implements  of  forcery,  employed  againft  the  life 
oftheperfon  whofe  name  was  infcribed,  and  againft  whom  they 
•    were  fuppofed  to  take  effecT:  if  the  poifon  mould  fail. 

The  charge  of  murder,  therefore,  fupported  by  fuch  evidence,  will 
appear  to  the  modern  reader  entirely  groundlefs,  and  muft  have  been 
rejected  even  by  the  tribunal  to  which  it  was  referred  ;  but  the  ac- 
cufed  feeing  that  the  torrent  ran  high  againft  him,  and  probably  to 
prevent  the  confequences  of  a  formal  fentence  in  the  confifcation  of 
his  family-eftate,  cut  fhort  the  proceedings  by  a  voluntary  death  ; 
or,  as  was  fuppofed  by  many,  was  fecretly  put  to  death  by  an  order 
from  the  court,  left  his  public  confeffion  fhould  appear  to  involve  the 
emperor  himfelf  in  the  guilt. 

On  either  fuppoiiticn,  the  death  of  Pifo  being  confidered  as  an  act 
of  felf-condemnation,  or  as  a  precaution  in  Tiberius  to  prevent  a  dif- 
covery,  confirmed  tbe  People  in  their  fufpicion,  that  they  were 
jointly  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  favourite  prince. 


C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Review  of  the  Firft  Period  in  the  Reign  of  Tiberius. applications 

of  penal  Law. Difpofition    of  Tiberius   to   a  reclufe  Life. 

Place  and  Characler  of  Sejanus. Death  of  Drrfus,  Son   of  the 

En/per  or. Retirement  of  Tiberius  to  the  If  and  of  Caprece. 

Jealoufy  of  the  Emperor  againfl  Agrippina  and  her  Children. 

Death  of  Livia  Augifla. Defign  formed  aga'mf  Sejanus.' 

His  Death. Profecution  of  his  fuppofed  Accomplices. Artifces 

— old  Age — and  Death  of  Tiberius. 

THE  death  of  Germanicus  is  confidered  by  fome  Hiftorians  as  CHAP, 
a  remarkable  epoch  in  the  prefent  reign  \  Before  this  event,  '  < 
Tiberius,  as  if  confcious  that  he  held  the  empire  by  his  good  beha- 
viour, was  popular  in  his  manners,  and  guarded  in  his  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  declined  the  extravagant  honours  which  were  offered  to  him ; 
was  eafy  of  accefs  ;  affected  to  live  like  a  private  citizen ;  returned 
vilits,  and  accepted  invitations  to  entertainments  and  feafts ;  vifited 
the  fick,  attended  funerals,  and  delivered  orations  in  praife  of  the 
dead  \  He  treated  the  titular  magiftrates  of  Rome  with  the  fame 
ceremonious  refpect  that  ufed  to  be  obferved  in  times  of  the  repub- 
lic ;  rofe,  and  flood,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Conful ;  took  his  place  in 
the  Senate  as  a  private  member ;  was  frequently  feen  in  the  courts 
of  juflice  as  anaffefTor,  as  an  advocate,  as  an  evidence,  or  as  a  fpec- 
tator.  To  a  perfon  who  faluted  him  with  the  title  of  Ma/ler,  "  Infult 
*'  me  not,"  he  faid,  "  with  that  odious  appellation.  I  am  the  matter 
"  of  my  fiaves,  general  of  the  army,  and  no  more  than  prince,  or 

•  Dio.  Caff,  lib.lvii.  c.  13.  4  Ibici. 

Vol.  III.  3  T  "  firft 
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"  firfl  in  the  rolls  of  the  Senate  and  People."  He  took  the  title  of 
Auguftus  only  in  his  correfpondence  with  foreign  powers.  In  all  his- 
addrefTes,  whether  to  particular  members  of  the  Senate,  or  to  this 
body  at  large,  he  was  in  the  higheft  degree  refpedtful  and  courteous. 
When  engaged  in  debate,  he  endeavoured  to  qualify  contradiction  or 
difference  of  opinion  with  refpedt  and  regret.  To  a  Senator,  named 
Haterius,  on  fome  fuch  occafion,  he  faid,  "  I  hope  you  will  forgive 
"  me,  if,  in  my  duty  as  a  Senator,  I  differ  from  you  fomewhat  too 
"  freely."  At  a  meeting  of  the  Senate,  in  referring  fome  matter  to 
their  decifion,  he  concluded  with  thefe  words  :  "  I  have  formerly 
"  faid,  and  now  fay,  that  it  becomes  the  perfon  you  have  intrufted 
K  with  fo  large  a  fhare  of  the  public  affairs,  to  confider  himfelf  as 
"  the  fervant  of  this  affembly,  as  the  fervant  of  the  People,  and  of 
"  every  individual ;  nor  do  I  repent  me  of  this  faying  ;  for  I  have 
"  found  you,  and  ftifl  find  you  candid,  indulgent,  and  kind  mafters  3." 
He  affected  a  continual  deference  to  their  judgment  on  every  fubjedt, 
whether  of  policy,  revenue,  or  foreign  correfpondence ;  even  feemed 
to  wait  for  their  orders  in  what  concerned  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  pretended  to  be  difpleafed,  when  officers,  employed  in  the  pro- 
vinces, made  their  report  directly  to  himfelf,  without  communicating 
the  fubject  of  their  difpatches  firfl  to  the  Senate. 

With  thefe  popular  arts,  which  the  Senators  indeed  did  not  mif- 
take  for  a  real  acknowledgment  of  their  authority,  he  joined  an  ad- 
miniftration  in  many  things  worthy  of  a  wife  and  exemplary  prince ; 
indulged  the  People  in  the  freedom  of  fpeech  to  which  they  had  been 
accuftomed,  faying,  "  That,  in  a  free  country,  the  mind  and  the 
"  tongue  mould  be  free."  To  thofe  who  brought  him  information 
of  any  flander  fpoken  of  himfelf,  he  affected  indifference.  "  If  you 
B  mind  fuch  accufations  as  thefe,'*  he  would  fay,  "  there  will  be 


3  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  29, 

u 


no 
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•■  no  end  of  them."     He  gave  a  ready  hearing  and  redrefs  to  all  the    c  I|rrA  p- 

°                                                                                                 VI. 
complaints  that  were  made  to  him  from  the  provinces,  and  carefully    < « ' 

limited  the  exactions  of  his  officers  within  the  bounds  of  eflablilhed 
and  ordinary  fees  4.  To  pevfons  fuffering  by  fire,  earthquakes,  or 
ether  public  calamities,  to  the  families  of  decayed  Senators,  to  the 
children  of  thole  who -had  bequeathed  him  their  eftates  by  will,  he 
was  munificent  and  liberal ;  took  effectual  meafures  to  fupprefs  the 
banditti,  which,  from  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  ftill  infefted  the 
country;  and  endeavoured  to  diminilh  that  conftant  fource  of  corrup- 
tion, the  idlenefs  which  the  People  contracted  in  the  too  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  Ihews  and  of  public  entertainments.  He  gave  an  abatement  of 
fome  taxes  which  had  been  impofed  by  the  late  emperor,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, mitigated  the  penalties  which  had  been  erroneoufly  inflicted 
on  celibacy, 

Tiberius  feemed  to  have  perceived  that  the  feverities  employed  by 
his  predeceffor,  to  inforce  marriage,  ferved  only  to  multiply  the  evils 
of  the  times,  without  adminiftering  any  effectual  remedy  to  that  which 
was  complained  of.  But  what,  in  this  enumeration  of  examples 
of  his  political  conduct,  would  have  done  him  moft  honour,  had  he 
continued  to  fupport  it  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  his  reign,  was  the 
equanimity  with  which  he  rejected  many  frivolous  accufations  which 
were  brought  againft  the  unwary  by  his  own  flatterers,  or  by  the 
mercenary  informers  who  began  to  fwarm  in  his  time. 

In  refpect  to  criminal  profecutions,  the  change  of  government, 
which  took  place  at  Rome,  had,  without  altering  the  legal  forms, 
made  a  fatal  change  in  the  effect  of  the  laws,  and  ferved  to  fhow, 
tli at  the  feeds  of  defpotifm  may  be  laid  in  the  freefl  eftablifhments ; 
and  that  when  the  characters  of  men  are  changed,  the  worft  abufe 
may  proceed  from  the  beft  inftitutions  5. 

*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  iv.  c.  6 — 7.  5  Lex  Majeflatis.— Mnjelhj  eft -amplitude  et  dig- 

nitas  civitatk.    Cicero  de  Orat.  lib.  ii.  c.  39. 

3  T  2  The 
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B  O  O  K  The  fecurities  of  majefty,  or  the  reftraints  provided  againft  trea- 
fonable  practices,  were  principal  objects  in  the  laws  of  the  republic. 
The  crimes  6  againft  which  thofe  reftraints  were  provided,  were,  in 
reality,  a  trefpafs  on  the  majefty  of  the  commonwealth,  including 
rebellion,  breach  of  public  truft,  betraying  the  forces  of  the  State  to 
its  enemies,  or  violating  the  perfon  of  the  magiftrate  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  office.  Thefe  were  juftly  reputed  an  invafion  of  the  rights  of 
the  People,  were  public  crimes,  and  might  be  profecuted  by  any 
citizen,  though  not  particularly  interefted  in  the  iffue  of  the  trial. 

In  the  time  of  the  republic  the  profecution  of  public  crimes  was 
confidered  as  a  duty ;  and  the  character  of  an  informer,  bringing  to 
light  what  offended  the  commonwealth,  though  in  fome  inftances 
invidious,  was  not  reckoned  difhonourable  \  In  this  character  the 
moft  refpectable  and  popular  citizens  fometimes  braved  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  moft  powerful  offenders,  or,  when  engaged  in  private 
enmities,  fought  their  revenge,  without  incurring  any  difhonour  as 
informers,  by  railing  profecutions  on  a  public  account a. 

The  mere  permiffion,  however,  to  become  a  public  accufer,  and  the 
credit  annexed  to  this  character,  were  not,  in  all  cafes,  fufficient  to  obtain 
profecutions,  or  to  prevail  upon  perfons,  not  called  upon  by  fome  mate- 
rial intereft,  to  engage  in  fo  arduous  and  often  fo  dangerous  a  talk,  as 
that  of  urging  to  juftice  offenders,  who  were  powerfully  fupported  by 
their  fortunes,  their  rank,  or  the  number  of  their  adherents  and  friends. 
In  the  latter  times  of  the  republic,  therefore,  as  the  ardour  of  zeal 
for  the  commonwealth  was  fuppofed  to  wax  cold,  and  motives  of 
ambition  and  intereft  were  required  in  aid  of  public  virtue,  it  was 
enacted,  That  whoever  convicted  a  perfon  of  any  public  crime,  in- 
curring degradation  or  forfeiture,  fhoukl  be  intitled  to  fucceed  to  the 

6  Public  crimes.  aggrieved,  or  fome  perfon  having  an  intereft 

7  Private  crimes  or  offences  could  not  be    in  the  caf.-. 
profecuted  by  any  perfon  betides  the  party         8  Plutarch,  in  Lucullo,  initio. 

dignity, 
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dignity,  whether  of  Citizen,  Knight,  or  Senator,  from  which   the    C  H  A  p. 
criminal  was  degraded.     And  left  even  this  confideration  fhould  not    i      -.-  _? 
be  fufficient   to   excite  profecutors,  it  was   enacted,  That   a  fourth 
part  of  the  eftate  of  the  perfon  convicted   fhould  be  joined   to  the 
reward. 

The  office  of  an  accufer,  fupported  by  a  pure  concern  for  the  public 
fafety,  was  commendable ;  but  proceeding,  in  any  degree,  upon 
mercenary  motives,  even  under  the  republic,  when  the  caufe  to  be 
fupported  was  the  majefty  of  the  State  itfelf,  muft  have  become,  in  a 
high  degree,  odious  and  contemptible ;  but  under  the  prefent  govern- 
ment, when  the  object  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  motive  for  the  appli- 
cation of  it,  were  fo  much  changed,  the  characf  er  of  a  profecutor, 
though  difguifed  under  the  antient  forms  and  titles,  was,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  vile  and  deteftable. 

Under  the  eftablifhment  of  Auguftus,  the  idea  of  majefty  was 
transferred  from  the  State  itfelf  to  the  emperor ;  and  the  principal 
object  of  the  law  being  to  guard  his  perfon,  not  only  his  fafety  and- 
the  authority  of  his  government,  but  his  moft  private  concerns,  made 
a  part  in  the  majefty  which  was  to  be  preferved.  Whatever  im- 
plied difrefpect,  whatever  alarmed  his  jealoufy,  or  interfered  with 
his  caprice,  even  intrigues  of  debauch  with  women  of  his  family, 
were  conftructed  as  treafon.  Under  a  continuation  of  this  govern- 
ment, the  evil  was  inflamed  by  the  pretended  zeal  of  fpies  and  in- 
formers, who,  partly  to  pay  their  court,  and  partly  to  merit  the  re- 
wards which  were  promifed  from  the  confifcation  of  eftates,  endea- 
voured to  keep  on  foot  a  continual  inquifition,  in  which  they  brought 
to  trial  the  moft  trivial  indifcretions,  as  well  as  more  real  offences, 
againft  the  perfon,  authority,  or  dignity  of  the  prince.  The  fvvarms 
of  fuch  perfons  who  haunted  the  fteps  of  the  unwary,  and  filled  the 
Senate  and  the  courts  of  juftice  with  cruel  or  frivolous  profecutions; 
in  which,  by  interefting  the  pafhons  of  the  emperor,  they  endea- 
voured 
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BOOK    voured  to  make  him  a  party,  was  one  of  the  moll  grievous  circum- 
ftances  attending  the  late  revolution  of  government. 

Tiberius,  notwithftanding  this  tendency  of  the  eftabliihmeni  to 
which  he  fucceeded,  and  his  own  temper,  which  was  fufficiently 
prompt  and  fanguinary  in  preventing  attempts  on  his  perfon,  or  on 
his  government,  had  the  honour,  during  the  firft  years  of  his  reign, 
in  fome  meafure,  to  withftand  this  torrent,  and  to  treat  many  fri- 
volous accufations  with  a  proper  degree  of  contempt.  A  Senator  of 
the  name  of  Falenius,  being  accufed  of  having  included,  with  other 
furniture  in  the  fale  of  his  houfe,  a  ftatue  of  Auguftus 5 ;  another, 
of  the  name  of  Rubrius,  being  accufed  of  having  taken  a  falfe  oath 
by  the  name  of  Auguftus ;  and  Granius  Marcellus  being  accufed  of 
having  taken  the  head  from  a  ftatue  of  that  prince,  in  order  to  fub- 
ftitute  a  head  of  Tiberius  in  place  of  it,  a  manner  of  paying  his  court 
rather  ridiculous  than  criminal ;  in  thefe  and  other  inftances  of  the 
fame  kind,  Tiberius  either  took  no  part,  or  gave  his  inftruclions  to 
the  Senate  in  very  liberal  and  manly  terms.  On  the  fubject  of  the 
profecution  that  was  railed  againft  Falenius,  "  My  father,"  he  faid, 
"  was  deified,  that  his  divinity  might  be  a  fafeguard  and  a  proteo 
*'  tion,  not  a  fnare  to  the  People.  His  image  may,  no  doubt,  be 
*'  included,  with  thole  of  the  other  gods,  as  part  in  the  furniture  of  a 
"  houfe  that  is  fold."  With  refpect  to  the  fuppofed  perjury  of  Rubrius, 
he  obferved,  "  That  if  any  one  lwear,  and  is  perjured,  the  crime  is  • 
*'  the  fame,  whoever  be  the  God  whofe  name  is  profaned.  Au- 
"  guftus  is  no  more  to  be  regarded,  in  this  matter,  than  Jupiter; 
*'  and  either  of  thefe  Gods,  if  offended,  can  avenge  himfelf ,0."    The 

9  It  is   fufficiently  known,    that,    in   the  having  been  conferred  on  Auguflus,  his  name 

heathen  mythology,  a  place  among  the  Gods  and  his  flat ue  were  ranked  among  thofe  of 

was  fometimes  conferred  on  mortal  men  ;  that  the  Gods, 

an  apotheofis  was  little  more  than  canoniza-  ,0  Deotum  injuria  Diis  curse. 
tifiii  is  in  later  times ;  and  that  this  honour 

k  third 
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third  offence,  or  the  fhifting  of  heads  from  one  ftatue  to  another  ".    C  H  A  P. 

VI. 
being  confidered  as  a  mockery  of  that  adulation  which  was  fo  eafrly 

transferred  from  one  to  another  in  the  fucceffion  of  princes,  and  as 
fome  degree  of  ridicule  on  the  prince  himfelf,  was  not  fo  eaiily  for- 
given ;  though,  for  the  prefent,  overlooked,  it  was  referved  as  a  fubject 
of  future  refentment. 

To  whatever  motive  we  afcribe  a  conduct  fo  popular,  and  in  many 
particulars  fo  worthy  of  empire,  it  is  obferved,  that  its  effects  on  th'j 
minds   of  the  People  were  not  fuch  as  might   have  been  expected, 
and  did  not  procure  to  the  emperor  the  favourable  opinion  or  credit 
to  which  he  afpired.     His  manner,  even  when  he  affected  humanil  y 
and   conuefcenilon,    was  ungracious  and  alarming  ;     and,,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  appearances  to   the  contrary,    h-is   real   character  was 
fuppofed  to  be  malicious  and  cruel.     It  is  faid,  that  in  the  midft  of 
the   hypocrify  and  diffimulation  by  which  he  had  endeavoured  -  to 
tlifguiie  himfelf  before  his  acceffion,  he  made  fome  flips  which  be- 
trayed the  reality  of  this  diipoiition  ;  and  that  he  had  been  furprifed 
into  acts  of  infolence  and  feverky,  in  which,  by  mixing  derifion  and 
farcalm  with  cruelty,  he  had  given,  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  a  mercileis 
nature.     For  the  prefent  it  was  obferved,  that  his  overacting  the  part 
of  popularity,  the  ridiculous  tyranny  he  exercifed  over  the  Senate  in 
requiring  at  once  the  affectation  of  freedom  and  the  grofiefl  fervilityj. 
that  the  farce  of  affecting  reluctance  in  accepting  of  a  government 
which  he  had  previoufly  fecured  with  the  greateft  care  ;  the  ridicule 
of  dividing  in  the  Senate,  or  giving  his  vote  with   the   minority, 
when  a  refolution  was  to  be  taken   in  favour  of  himfelf,  ferved  to 
join  mockery  and  iniult  to  the  weight  of  his  ufurpation ;  that  even 
his  affectation  of  popularity,  for  the  moft  part,  encreafed  the  terrors 
of  his  government ;  that  his  prefence  in  the  courts  of  juftice  took. 

11  Tacit,  lib.  i.  c.  73. 

away 
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Ji  o  o  K  away  all  freedom  of  judgment;  and  that  the  difcretionary  power 
which  he  affumed,  of  mitigating  or  reverfmg  fentences,  and  of  dif- 
pcnfing  with  laws,  under  pretence  of  correcting  their  general  ten- 
dency by  feafonable  exceptions,  only  ferved  to  fruftrate  the  pre- 
tentions to  civil  government,  which,  in  imitation  of  Auguftus,  he 
ftill  affected  to  preferve. 

But  in  whatever  fenfe  the  favourable  appearances,  which  prefented 
themfelves  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  were  to  be  interpreted, 
they  were  no  more  than  temporary,  and,  in  the  manners  of  this 
prince,  gave  way  to  the  growing  afperity  of  age,  or  to  the  pre- 
fumption  which  took  place  in  his  mind,  upon  the  removal  of  a  per- 
fon  whom  he  confidered  as  a  dangerous  rival,  and  who,  in  cafe  of 
any  public  difcontent,  might  have  been  made  the  initrument  of  over- 
turning his  governmet. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Germanicus,  the  temper  of  Tiberius, 
which  had  probably  gained  ftrength  from  reftraint,  broke  forth  iri 
many  cruel  and  alarming  effects.  His  vigilance,  hitherto  limited  to 
one  object,  and  his  jealoufy,  directed  againft  a  fingle  perfon,  now 
found  a  multiplicity  of  fubjects  on  which,  with  lefs  difguife  or  re- 
ferve,  to  exert  their  force. 

Among  the  particulars  in  which  the  emperor,  in  the  firft  period  of 
his  reign,  impofed  the  greateft  violence  on  his  own  difpofition,  we  may 
reckon  the  opennefs  and  accembility  which,  with  a  temper  naturally 
dark  and  referved,  he  affected  to  maintain  with  the  People  ;  and  one 
of  the  principal  circumftances,  probably,  in  which  he  propofed  to 
indulge  himfelf,  on  his  being  relieved  from  his  fears  of  Germanicus, 
was  in  retiring  from  the  public  view,  and  in  eluding  the  obfervation 
of  pcrfons  whom  he  confidered  as  fpies  on  his  actions.  In  the  eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  fecond  year  after  the  death  of  Ger- 
manicus, having  affociated  his  fon  Drufus  with  himfelf  in  the  Con- 
fulate,  and  leaving  him  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  the  city, 
9  he 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC.  513 

lie  withdrew  for  fome  time  into  Campania,  meditating,  as  Tacitus  c  u  A  p- 
obferves,  a  more  entire  and  continued  retreat.  During  the  two  firft 
years  after  his  acceffion  he  had  confined  himfelf  to  the  walls  of  Rome, 
and  remained  in  the  city,  as  in  the  watch-tower,  from  whence  he 
Was  to  obferve  and  prevent  all  defigns  that  might  be  formed  on  his 
government.  After  thofe  years  were  paffed,  he  made  fome  excurhons 
to  Antium  '*,  and  other  towns  or  villages  on  the  fame  coaft,  but 
never  to  any  greater  diftance.  In  order,  however,  that  the  pro- 
vincial officers  might  not  think  themfelves  altogether  fecure  from  his 
perfonal  infpec"lion,  he  frequently,  even  during  this  period,  affected 
a  pm'pofe  to  vifit  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the  empire  ;  ordered  his 
equipages,  placed  changes  of  horfes  and  carriages,  and  permitted  the 
ufual  facriiices  to  be  offered  up  for  his  fafe  return  ;  but  always,  for 
fome  fpercious  reafon,  delayed  the  execution  'of  his  pretended  de- 
fign.  After  having,  in  this  manner,  for  fome  time  amufed  the 
world,  and,  by  the  repetition  of  thefe  and  other  artifices,  furnifhed  a 
key  to  the  fecret  of  his  own  conduct  ;  his  myfteries,  for  the  moft  part, 
became  extremely  plain,  and  his  true  intentions  eafily  perceived, 
merely  becaufe  he  never  fpoke  truth. 

But  while  the  Emperor  thus  endeavoured  to  debar  the  People 
from  all  accefs  to  his  perfon,  and  to  feclude  himfelf  from  public 
view,  he  felected,  as  a  proper  inftrument  of  his  power,  and,  in  ap- 
pearance, as  an  object  of  his  moft  implicit  confidence,  jElius  Sejanus, 
who  has  been  already  mentioned,  as  accompanying  his  fon  Drufus 
on  his  miffion  to  the  mutinous  legions  in  Panonia.  This  perfon, 
fuppofed  to  have  no  dangerous  pretenfions,  or  though  falfe  to  others, 
iiuppofed  true  to  his  mafter,  he  had  placed  at  the  head  of  his  guards 
or  Praetorian  bands,  and  diftinguifhed  him  with  a  degree  of  affection 
and  confidence  hitherto  without  example  in  any  former  part  of  his 

14  About  thirty  miles  from  Rome. 
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life.  This  being  the  firft  of  his  intimate  connections,  whatever  may 
have  been  its  motive,  it  did  not  admit  of  competition  or  participation, 
and  rendered  a  perfon,  who  was  dark  and  impenetrable  to  every  one 
elfe,  open  and  communicative  to  this  favourite  alone. 

Sejanus  is  defcribed  by  Tacitus  as  of  a  hardy  and  indefatigable 
eonftitution  of  body;  of  a  bold  fpirit  and  an  infatiable  ambition,  which 
he  difiguifed  under  an  affectation  of  modefty.  He  is  defcribed  as  a 
perfon  poffeffed  of  great  art  in  concealing  his  own  vices,  and  of  an 
infidious  penetration  in  prying  into  thofe  of  others ;  verfatile  in  his 
manners,  and  either  earelefs  and  profufe,  or  vigilant  and  fevere,  as 
fuited  the  occafion  ;  infolent  to  thofe  over  whom  he  had  any  ad- 
vantage, but  fawning  where  he  was  the  inferior,  or  had  an  interefl 
to  gain.  In  his  youth  he  had  attached  himfelf  to  Caius  Csefar,  the 
adopted  fon  of  Auguftus ;  and  afterwards  fucceeding  his  own  father, 
in  the  ftation  which  he  now  occupied  at  the  head  of  the  Prcetorian 
bands,  feemed  to  improve  the  accefs  which  this  fituation  gave  him  to 
the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  into  an  afcendant  over  his  mind. 

One  of  the  firft  or  moft  obfervable  figns  of  the  great  elevation  of 
Sejanus,  was  the  propofed  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  the  fon  of 
Claudius,  the  brother  of  Germanicus  ;  a  perfon,  though  at  this  time 
in  a  great  meafure  neglected  at  court,  yet  nearly  related  to  the 
emperor ;  and,  in  the  fequel  of  events,  himfelf  deftined  to  afcend 
the  Imperial  throne. 

Sejanus  being  thus  pointed  out  as  favourite,  by  a  mark  of  honour 
which  tended  to  gratify  his  vanity,  he  took  meafures,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  moft  efficacious  to  eftablifh  his  power.  For  this  purpofe 
he  employed  his  credit  in  filling  up  with  his  own  creatures,  as  faft  as 
vacancies  happened,  the-  Praetorian  bands,  the  legions,  and  every 
civil  as  well  as  military  department  hi-  the  State ;  knowing  that 
where  government  refts  its  authority  on  principles  of  rcafon  and 
juftice,  the  Civilian,  the  Senator,  and  the  Statefman  are  its  principal 

inftruments ; 
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inftruments ;  but  where  it  is  founded  intirely  en  force,  its  miniflers    c  H  ^  *'• 
are  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  its   powers  reft  chiefly  with  thofe  mi-    < — -v— — ' 
litary  bodies  who  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  capital,  or  who  furround 
the  perfon  of  the  prince.     This  adventurer,  therefore,  being  already 
at  the  head  of  this  powerful  department,  ftudied  every  method  to 
concentrate  its  force,  and  to  fecure  in  his  own  perlon  the  direction 
of  it.      To  this  motive  is  imputed  the  change  which  he  now  made 
in  the  manner  of  dilpofing  of  the  Praetorian  bands.      Thefe  troops 
were  hitherto  quartered  on  the  citizens,  or  diftributed  in  the  villages 
round  the  walls  of  the  city,  apprehending,   it   is  alleged,  that  they 
might,  in  that  way  of  life,  imbibe  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
become  part  of  the  families  with  whom  they  were  mixed,  he  per- 
fuaded  the  emperor  to  detach  them  from  that  fociety ;  and,  under 
the  ordinary  pretence  of  having  the  cohorts  together,  and  more  under 
the  eve  of  their  officers,  erected  a  citadel  and  barracks  for  their  re- 
ception ;  in  this  manner  eftablifhing  in  Rome  itfelf,  or  contiguous 
to  its  walls,  a  fortrefs  from  which  he  could  command  the  city,  and 
-employ  the  profeffional  prejudices  of  thofe  who  occupied  this  garrifon, 
moft  effectually  againft  every  perfon  that  was  fuppofed  difaffected 
to    his   perfon.     In  this   difpofition,  whatever  may  have   been  the 
object  of  it,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Praetorian  bands  became  more 
detached  from   the  People,  and  that  the  force   and  prefumption  of 
this  formidable  body  became  more  tremendous  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  even  to  the  emperor  himfelf. 

As  Tiberius  feemed  to  fet  no  bounds  to  his  confidence  in  the 
minifter,  and  enabled  him  to  employ  all  the  powers  of  the  empire 
in  iupport  of  his  own  elevation,  the  jealoufies  or  refentments  of 
the  favourite  became  equally  fatal  with  thofe  of  his  mafter,  and  be- 
ing more  numerous,  involved  the  government  of  the  emperor  in 
perpetual  animofities,  profecutions,  and  cruelties,  which  may  have, 

3  U  2  for 
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B  o^o  K     for  the  prefent,  gratified  his  fevere  and  jealous  temper,  but  which 
were  in  no  way  conducive  to  his  intereft. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  connection,  joined-to  his  own  dif- 
pofition,  Tiberius  gave  a  ready  ear  to  that  numerous  tribe  of  in- 
formers, who  brought  accufations  againft  perfons  in  any  degree  ob- 
noxious or  unacceptable  to  himfelf  or  to  his  favourite.  In  this  pre- 
dicament, the  defendants  of  the  antient  nobility,  perfons  eminent  by 
their  birth,  popular  favour,  or  perfonal  qualities,  and  confidered  as 
rivals  in-  the  apprehenfion  of  either,  were  the  principal  fufFerers. 
The  perpetual  inquifition  to  which  they  were  expofed,  and  which 
makes  a  principal  article  in  the  hiftory  of  this  and  fome  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  reigns,  mult,  by  the  frequent  repetition  of  ilmilar  ex- 
amples, become  an  object  of  difguft,  as  well  as  of  indignation  or 
pity.  And  it  may  perhaps  have  been  true  of  this  emperor,  that 
even  his  character,  though  in  itfelf  fufficiently  odious,  may,  for 
fome  time  at  leaft,  have  incurred  additional  deteftation,  from  his 
having  committed  his  adminiftration  into  the  hands  of  a  fervant 
who  multiplied  the  errors  of  his  government,  or  gave  them  the 
direction  of  paffions  more  numerous  or  lefs  liberal  than  even  thofe 
of  the  mailer. 

As  Sejanus  was  mod  vigilant  and  jealous  in  exacting  obfervances,, 
it  became  more  dangerous  to  neglect  the  attention  he  required,  than 
even  that  which  was  due  to  the  prince.  A  courtfhip  was  accord- 
ingly paid  to  him  by  the  retainers  of  the  palace,  by  the  Senate,  by 
the  army,  and  by  the  People,  more  affiduous  than  even  that  which 
they  paid  to  the  emperor.  In  private,  every  fpecies  of  flattery ;  in 
public,  honorary  decrees,  were  invented  to  gratify  his  vanity..  The 
anniverfary  of  his  birth  was  joined  to  the  feftivals  of  the  year..  His 
name  was  inferted  in  the  public  prayers  j  and  when  any  deputation 
was  lent  with  addrefTes  of  refpect  to  the  emperor  from  the  Senate, 

from 
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from  the  Equeftrian  order,  or  from  any  other  public  defcription  of  C  H  A  P. 
men,  compliments  were  at  the  fame  time  fent  to  his  favourite.  The 
effigies  of  both  were  carried  together  among  the  enfigns  of  the  legions, 
and  their  ftatues  were  grouped  together  in  the  ftreets.  Women  of 
every  rank  thought  themfelves  honoured  by  the  addrefTes  of  this 
fortunate  man,  and  became  the  tools  of  his  ambition,  or  the  profti- 
tutes  of  his  pleafure.  By  debauching  the  wife,  he  fometimes  ob- 
tained intelligence  what  were  the  defigns  or  ordinary  purfuits  of 
the  hufband ;  and  by  encouraging  the  zeal  of  fpies,  and  informers, 
who  were  now  become  the  favourite  retainers  of  the  court,  he  was 
enabled  to  pry  into  the  actions  of  every  citizen,  and  to  watch  all  the 
fymptoms  of  difaffection  to  the  emperor  or  to  himfelf.  Intoxicated 
with  the  extraordinary  circumftances  of  his  fortune,  it  is  probable 
that  he  thought  himfelf  placed  within  reach  of  the  empire,  and 
meafured  his  confequence  with  that  of  the  perfons  who  apparently 
ftood  before  him  in  their  pretenfions  to  this  elevation.  The  prefent 
emperor  himfelf  had  fucceeded  to  the  government,  not  by  his  birth, 
but  merely  by  having  furvived  every  perfon  on  whom  his  predeceffor 
could  rely  for  fupport,  or  through  whom,  by  any  line  of  inheritance, 
he  could  tranfmit  his  power.  Pointed  out  by  mere  accident  to  the 
choice  of  Auguftus,  he  had  been  firft  adopted  into  the  family  of 
Cxfar,  and  afterwards  affociated  in  the  empire. 

Sejanus  computed  that  he  himfelf  was  already  pofleffed  of  more 
favour  with  the  reigning  emperor,  than  Tiberius  ever  had  enjoyed 
with  the  perfon  to  whom  he  fucceeded  ;  and  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  farther  progrefs  of  his  fortune  too  arduous  or  difficult  for  him 
to  undertake.  The  conduct  of  the  young  princes  towards  him  had 
been  provoking,  and  feemed  to  juftify  his  refentment.  They,  bore 
with  impatience  the  intrufion  of  a  rival  into  the  emperor's  favour^ 
Drufus  in  particular  was  frequently  heard  to  complain,  that  his  father 
had  chofen  a  favourite  to  fupplant  his  own  fon,  and  had  made  a 

I  ftranger 
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D  o  o  K  ftranger  little  lefs  than  a  colleague  in  the  empire ;  that  the  ftep3 
which  remained  for  Sejanus  to  make  to  this  elevation  were  not  fo  many, 
nor  fo  difficult,  as  thofe  he  had  already  made.  "  And  we  muft  rely," 
he  faid,  "  on  the  modefly  of  this  man  for  the  bounds  he  may  think 
"  proper  to  fet  to  his  farther  pretenhons." 

This  favourite  had  already  formed  an  intrigue  with  Livia,  or 
Livilla,  the  filter  of  Germanicus,  married  to  Drums.  By  his  in- 
-telligence  with  the  wife,  he  had  notice  of  what  paffed  in  the  coa- 
verfations  of  the  hufband ;  and,  in  concert  with  this  abandoned 
woman,  determined  to  remove  a  perfon  from  whom  he  had  fo  much 
to  fear.  They  took  into  their  confidence,  for  this  purpofe,  Eudemus 
a  phyfician,  who,  under  pretence  of  his  profeffion,  had  a  frequent 
and  a  fecret  accefs  to  Livilla;  and,  after  fome  hefitation,  and  frequent 
change  of  their  councils,  they  found  means,  by  the  hands  of  one 
Ligdus,  a  eunuch,  to  adminifter  poifon  to  the  prince,  of  which  he 
died.  The  caufe  of  his  death,  and  the  circumftances  of  this  daring 
crime,  were  not  known  till  about  eight  years  afterwards. 

In  the  mean  time  Sejanus,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  firft 
attempt,  flattered  himfelf  that  he  might  Hep  into  the  place  of  the 
prince  whom  he  had  thus  removed  out  of  his  way  ;  and,  in  concert 
with  Livilla,  with  whom  he  had  already  lived  in  habits  of  adultery, 
he  waited  for  a  decent  interval  to  propofe  himfelf  to  the  emperor  as 
a  huiband  for  the  widow  of  his  fon. 

Tiberius,  although  he  had,  by  his  deceafed  fon,  a  grandibn  of  his 
own  name  ;  yet  this  young  man  being  (till  under  age,  he  thought 
proper,  upon  the  breach  which  had  recently  been  made  in  his  family, 
to  bring  forward  the  two  elder  fons  of  Germanicus,  Nero  and  Drufus, 
whom  he  prefented  to  the  Senate,  as  the  great-grandchildren  of 
Auguftus,  and  the  future  fupports  of  the  commonwealth.  "  Thele," 
Jie  laid,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  young  men,  "  are  your  fathers. 
"  Such  is  the  condition  of  your  birth,  that  whatever  concerns  you, 

"  whethei' 
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"  whether  good  or  evil,  mull  affect  the  empire."     It  is  however    CHAP. 

lingular,  that  this  fpeech,  made  in  behalf  of  the  fons   of  Germa-    * ,—* 

nicus,  appears  to  have  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  perfon  who 
made  it.  Obferving  that  the  audience  were  moved  with  thefe  ex- 
preffions,  and  fuppofing  that  the  tendernefs  which  was  fliewn  to  the. 
fons,  was  a  remainder  of  that  popular  efteem  which,  in  the  father,  had 
given  him  fo  much  uneafinefs,  he  appeared  to  be  fuddenly  embar- 
rafTed  ;  and,  as  if  he  had  been  reproached  with  intruding  himfelf 
into  a  ftation  which  the  world  wifhed  to  have  referved  for  the  parent 
of  thefe  young  men,  he  proceeded  to  counteract  his  own  appre- 
henfions  with  his  ufual  affectation  of  humility  and  moderation. 
"  I  beleech  you,"  he  faid  to  the  Senate,  "  that  I  may  be  allowed,  at 
"  a  proper  time,  to  refign  the  empire."  And  as  he  was  always  dif-r 
trufted,  and  had  the  worft  conftruction  put  on  his  words,  thefe  were 
fuppofed  to  be  the  expreflions  of  mere  embarraffment,  and  that  he  was 
in  reality  mortified  with  the  demonftrations  of  joy  which  were  given 
on  this  apparent  refloration  of  the  family  of  a  favourite  prince. 

Sejanus,  who  bore  with  great  impatience  the  admiffion  of  new 
rivals  in  the  way  of  his  ambition,  improved  thefe  circumftances  in 
the  manner  which  he  knew  to  be  moft  effectual  to  awaken  the  em- 
peror's jealoufy,  and  to  inflame  the  animofity  already  fubfifting  be- 
twixt the  emprefs  Livia  and  Agrippina,  the  widow  of  Germanicus, 
and  the  mother  of  thefe  young  men.  The  effect  of  his  artifices  and 
infinuations  operating  on  the  diltruftful  mind  of  the  emperor,  firft 
appeared  in  the  destruction  of  many  perfons  who  had  been  attached 
to  Germanicus,  and  who  ftill  adhered  to  his  family;  and  afterwards 
in  the  ruin  of  Agrippina  herfelf,  and  in  the  death  of  the  two  elder  of 
her  fons. 


The  paffions  of  .jealoufy  and  diftruft,  by  which  the  mind  of 
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berius  was  fecretly  devoured,  but  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  inftcad  of  abating  in  proportion 

as 
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BOOK  as  he  became  fecure,  only  became  lefs  difguifed  and  more  violent  in 
their  effects  againft  thofe  who  happened  to  be  the  objeds  of  them. 
He  liitened  without  referve  to  every  fpy  or  informer,  and,  under  the 
pretence  of  treaibn,  directed  profecutions  againft  every  perfon  in 
any  degree  expofed  to  fufpicion. 

Under  fuch  profecutions  the  accufed,  having  no  hopes  to  efcape 
from  a  charge  in  which  the  paffions  of  the  fovereign  were  engaged 
againft  them,  endeavoured,  for  the  moft  part,  to  prevent  by  a  vo- 
luntary death  the  confilcation  of  their  eftates.  And  this  direful  ne- 
ceflity  frequently  repeated,  being  imputed  to  the  mercilefs  policy  or 
fuggeftion  of  Sejanus,  inftead  of  drawing  upon  him  public  marks  of 
indignation  or  hatred,  greatly  increafed  the  court  which  was  paid  to 
him,  and  multiplied  the  profefhons  of  public  regard. 

The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  as  he  fought  for  fecurity  and 
peace  of  mind  in  a  quarter  in  which  they  furely  are  not  to  be  found, 
in  the  deftruction  of  the  moft  innocent  objects  of  his  fufpicion,  felt 
his  odious  paflion  of  jealoufy  ripen  into  a  general  hatred  of  mankind, 
with  a  diflike,  in  particular,  to  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  the  in- 
struments of  his  diftruft,  and  with  an  averfion  to  the  very  place  at 
which  he  had  multiplied  its  cruel  effects.  Conicious  of  what  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal,  and  of  what  men  were  able  to  penetrate, 
he  was  jealous  of  every  prying  look,  and  detefted  every  perfon  whom 
he  thought  qualified  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  appearances.  At  one 
time,  he  received  the  crowd  of  informers  who  haunted  his  court,  as 
the  moft  acceptable  members  of  it ;  at  other  times,  he  abhorred 
them  as  perfons  who  penetrated  his  character,  and  who,  to  their  own 
advantage,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  his  government,  were  practiiing 
upon  his  weaknefs.  After  having  reiided  conftantly  in  the  city 
•for  many  years,  he  began  to  multiply  and  to  prolong  his  vihts 
to  fome  of  his  favourite  retreats  in  the  country,  placed  guards 
wherever  he  went,  to  keep  the  curious  multitude  at  a  diftance,  de- 

chned 
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clined  the  attendance  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  pay  their  court,  and    c  **irA  p* 
was  acceffible  only  to  his  favourite  minifter, 

Sejanus,  ftill  appearing  to  rife  in  the  confidence  of  his  matter  on  the 
ruin  of  every  one  elfe,  ventured,  according  to  the  agreement  long 
fince  made  with  Livilla,  to  propofe  himfelf  to  the  emperor  as 
fecond  hufband  to  the  widow  of  his  fon.  It  was  the  practice  of 
Tiberius  to  require,  even  from  perfons  who  had  daily  accefs  to  him, 
that  every  propofal  they  made  mould  be  put  in  writing  j  and  it  was 
his  practice  likewife  to  give  anfwers  in  the  fame  form.  Sejanus  ac- 
cordingly prefented  a  memorial  to  the  following  purpofe  :  "  That  he 
"  had  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  look  up  to  Auguftus  for  pro- 
"  tection,  and  to  Tiberius  for  every  effect  of  munificence  and  good- 
"  nefs,  that  his  wiihes  and  his  prayers  were  carried  to  them  more 
"  directly  than  even  to  the  gods  themfelves ;  that  the  fplendor  of 
"  high  fortune  had  no  charms  for  him  ;  that  his  delights  were  in  the 
"  cares  and  toils  of  a  foldier  ftationed  for  the  defence  of  the  em- 
"  peror's  perfon  ;  that  he  had  neverthelefs  already  attained  to  the 
"  higheft  honours  in  the  alliance  of  his  family  with  that  of  Csefar ''; 
"  and  from  thence  probably  arofe  the  farther  hopes  which  he  ven- 
"  tured  to  conceive.  Auguftus,  when  he  deliberated  on  the 
"  marriage  of  his  daughter,  had  condefcended  to  think  of  a  Roman 
"  knight.  If  a  hufband,  therefore,  fhould  be  thought  of  for  Livilla, 
"  might  he  not  prefume  to  hope  that  the  emperor  would  not  over- 
"  look  a  perfon  fo  profoundly  attached  to  him,  who  coveted  nothing, 
"  on  this  occafion,  befides  the  honour  of  being  chofen  into  this 
"  high  connection,  and  who  had  no  ambition  beyond  the  duties  of 
"  his  truft  as  a  guard  to  the  facred  perfon  of  his  mafter.  For 
*'  himfelf  he  was  willing  to  perifh  whenever  the  emperor  fhould 
"  ceafe   to  protect  him  ;    but  his  family  had  many  enemies,  and 

13  The  marriage  of  Jus  fori  with  the  daughter  of  Claudius. 

Vol.  III.  3  X  "  needed 
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B  OO  K     «  needed  to  be  raifed  into  fome  fuch  place  of  advantage,  where  they 

< ^ — i    "  might  be  lefs  expofed  to  the  haughty  and  imperious  infults  of 

"  Agrippina  and  her  offspring  'V 

In  anfwer  to  tKis  memorial,  the  emperor  acknowledged  the  merits 
of  his  favourite ;  but  did  not  give  him  any  encouragement  on  the 
fubje£t  of  his  requeft.  "  Princes,"  he  faid,  "  were  not,  like  private 
"  men,  at  liberty  to  follow  their  own  inclinations,  but  muft  confult 
"  the  opinion  of  the  world  ;  and  obferved,  that,  under  this  reftrainf, 
"  he  muft,  for  the  prefent,  fupprefs  what  he  was  moft  inclined  to 
"  reply.  That  Livilla  might  determine  for  herfelf,  whether,  having 
"  been  the  wife  of  Drufus,  fhe  was  to  accept  of  a  fecond  hufband  ; 
"  or  if  fhe  had  any  doubts  in  the  matter,  fhe  might  confult  her 
"  mother  and  her  grandmother,  fitter  counfellors  on  that  occafion  than 
"  he  could  pretend  to  be;  that  the  marriage  which  Sejanus  propofedfor 
"  himfelf  would  not  allay.the  malice  of  Agrippina,  but  rather  inflame 
"  it,  and  divide  the  family  of  Caefar  into  parties ;  that  it  would  be 
"  impoffible  for  him,  if  he  fhould  form  this  alliance,  to  remain  in 
"  his  prefent  condition :  that  Auguftus,  in  deliberating  on  the  choice 
"  of  a  hufband  for  his  own  daughter,  becaufe  he  wifhed  for  a  fon-in- 
"  law  whofe  pretenfions  were  not  likely  to  difturb  the  public  peace, 
"  had  turned  his  thoughts  on  fome  perfons  of  equeftrian  rank  ;  but 
"  that  the  example,  neverthelefs,  was  againft  Sejanus ;  for  Auguftus 
"  did  not  actually  marry  his  daughter  to  a  Roman  knight,  but  firft 
"  to  Agrippa,  and  afterwards  to  himfelf."  He  concluded  with  in- 
finuating  that  he  had  other  views  for  his  friend ;  owned  that  there 
was  nothing  too  high  for  his  merits  ;  and  his  opinion  in  this  matter, 
he  faid,  he  fhould  in  a  proper  time  make  known  to  the  Senate  and 
to  the  People ,s. 

14  Tacit.  Annal.  lib,  iv.  c.  39.  ,s  Ibid.  c.  40. 

Sejanus 
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Sejanus  was  alarmed  by  this  intricate  and  ambiguous  anfwer,  and  CHAP, 
dreaded  a  change  of  his  reader's  difpofition.  He  had  hitherto  ex- 
cluded every  competitor  from  the  emperor's  favour ;  but  a  temper  fo 
prone  to  fufpicion,  he  knew  could  be  eafdy  turned  againft  him,  and 
would  receive  encouragement  from  numbers,  as  foon  as  they  mould  fee 
the  firft  figns  of  diftruft.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  is  faid  at  this  time  to 
have  formed  the  defign  of  perfuading  Tiberius  to  remove  from  the 
city.  When  at  a  diftance,  he  trufted  that,  by  means  of  the  guards, 
who  were  the  bearers  of  all  expre(Tes  and  meffages,  he  might  be 
matter  of  the  emperor's  correfpondence,  and  prevent  the  accefs  of 
every  fufpicious  perfon.  With  this  view  he  exaggerated  the  troubles 
to  which  the  fovereign  was  expofed  at  Rome ;  molefted  with  trifles, 
and  crowded,  wherever  he  went,  with  multitudes  of  idle  or  impor- 
tunate people ;  magnifying,  at  the  fame  time,  the  pleafures  of  retire- 
ment, where,  free  from  the  difguft  and  the  avocation  of  inferior  ob- 
jects, he  might  beftow  his  attention  on  the  conduct  and  refult  of 
affairs  that  were  worthy  of  his  notice. 

Whatever  effect  we  may  fuppofe  the  reprefentations  of  Sejanus 
to  have  had  in  perfuading  the  emperor  to  retire  from  Rome,  it  is 
probable  that,  in  forming  this  refolution,  ftill  more  was  owing  to  his 
own  temper.  Though  deeply  tinctured  with  pride,  the  inherent 
vice  of  his  family  ,6,  Tiberius  had  not  any  mare  of  that  vanity  which 
leads  men  to  difplay  their  fortunes  and  perfons  in  the  view  of  the 
world.  Content  with  the  gratification  of  his  appetites,  and  joining 
hypocrify  with  the  worft  fpecies  of  fenfuality,  he  could  fubmit  to 
.obfeurity  ;  and,  although  the  refources  of  folitude  were  now  di- 
minifhed  by  the  effects  of  age,  yet  a  temper  become  more  jealous 
of  the  world,  and  more  averfe  to  its  notice,  inclined  him  more  to 
withdraw  from  the  city,  and  to  maintain  from  a  diftance  that  watch 

**  Infita  Claudia;  familias  fuperbia.  Tacit, 

3X2  which 
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3  O  O  K  which  he  had  hitherto  kept  over  the  actions,  words,  and  even 
thoughts  of  its  inhabitants,  He  accordingly,  in  the  twelfth  year  cf 
his  reign,  under  pretence  of  dedicating  in  Campania  a  temple  to  Ju- 
piter and  another  to  Auguftus,  withdrew  from  Rome,  and  after  this 
time,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  under  various  pretences,  but 
with  continual  intimations  of  his  intention  to  return,  abfented  him- 
felf  from  the  city.  Having  performed  the  ceremonies  for  which  he 
had  gone  to  Campania,  he  paffed  from  thence  to  Caprea?,  a  fmall 
ifland  under  a  head-land,,  which  was  called  the  Promontory  of  Mi- 
nerva, making  one  fide  of  the  Bay  of  Naples,  It  is  probable  that, 
after  mature  deliberation,  he  had  fixed  on  this  fpot  as  a  place  of 
fecurity  and  an  agreeable  retreat.  It  was  covered  by  the  high  lands 
of  Minerva  from  the  north-eaft  winds,  and  was  open  to  breezes 
from  the  feaon  the  fouth-weft.  It  was  acceflible  only  to  very  fmall 
velfeis,  and  this  only  at  a  fingle  place.  The  feas  were  open  to  hi3 
fcouts,  and  no  fail  could  approach  without  bis  knowledge  and  per- 
miflion.  In  this  feceffion  it  appears,  that  he  divided  the  guard-, 
havino-  one  part  in  the  ifland  for  the  defence  of  his  perfon,  and  the 
other  at  Rome,  to  enforce  the  mandates  of  his  government. 

Amono-  the  Remans  who  were  admitted  into  this  retreat  are  men-1 
tioned  Sejanus,  from  whom  the  emperor  was  (till  infeparable,  Cuitius 
Atticus,  a  Roman  knight,  and  Cocceius  Nerva  17,  a  Senator  of  great 
dignify?  who,  poflefling  much  knowledge  in  the  laws  and  confti- 
tutions  of  the  commonwealth,  was  ftill  acceptable,  or  even  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  councils  of  a  prince,  who,  except  where  his  own 
naflions  were  concerned,  ftill  wilhed  to  be  reafonable  and  juft.  This 
perfon,  however,  from  whatever  caufe,  foon  after  ended  his  days 
on  this  ifland  by  a  voluntary  death. 

f1  Tacit  Annal.  lib.iv,  c.  58- 

Tiberius, , 
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Tiberius,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  admitted  likewife  into  his    c  ** A  p- 

privacy  at  Capreas,  Caius,  the  third  fon  of  Germanicus,  better  known    > <—-> 

by  the  name  of  Caligula.  The  fociety,  however,  in  which  he  delighted 
moll,  was  made  up  chiefly  of  Greeks,  profeffed  men  of  letters,  but 
more  eminent  as  .flatterers  and  minifters  of  pleafure.  For  fuch  men 
he  had  no  refpeet,  but  fuffered  them  to  amufe  him  with  their  fpe- 
culations,  or  rather  with  a  kind  of  literary  buffoonery,,  in  difcnffmg 
ludicrous  queftions  which  he  was  pleafed  to  propofe  ;  fuch  as,  Who 
was  the  mother  of  Hecuba,  and  what  fpecies  of  mufic  was  fung  by 
the  Syrens  '8  ?  Thefe  literary  buffoons,  however,  no  lefs  than  the 
objects  of  his  political  jealoufy,  experienced  occafionally  the  effects 
of  his  capricious  difgufts.  One  of  them  was  banifhed  to  the  ifland 
Cynaria  for  hinting  a  joke  on  the  Doric  accent,  which  the  emperor 
had  acquired  at  Rhodes  in  his  pronunciation  of  Greek.  Another, 
having  found  out  that  the  emperor  read  books  every  morning,  out 
of  which  he  propofed  his  queftions  at  night ;  and  obferving  the 
book  which  the  emperor  had  been  reading,  came  fo  well  prepared 
to  anfwer  every  queftion,  that  his  trick  was  fufpe&ed.  He  was  ba- 
nifhed from  the  emperor's  company,  and  afterwards,  by  cruel  ufage, 
induced  to  lay  violent  hands  on  himfelf. 

Were  it  eftablifhed  that  ignominy  could  have  no  effect,  nor  the 
odious  afpect  of  vice  deter  mankind  from  yielding  to  the  vile  con- 
fiderations  that  lead  to  the  practice  of  it,  there  would  be  no  apology 
for  molefting  the  world  with  many  particulars,  either  of  the  paft  or 
fubfequent  part  of  this  deteftable  reign.  But  it  is  likely  that  inge- 
nuous minds  may  arrive  at  what  is  juft,  by  defiring  to  fhun  what  is 
odious  and  vile,  no  lefs  than  by  admiring  and  aiming  at  what  is  noble 
and  worthy.  Certain  follies  and  vices  fometimes  gain  ftrength  from 
the  fafhion  and  the  example  of  perfons  in  high  flation.     But  it  is  • 

*8  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  70. 

eftablifhed -• 
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B  O  O  K  eftablifhed  by  the  feelings  of  mankind  through  every  age,  that  ma- 
lice, jealoufy,  and  cruelty,  can  receive  noluftre  even  from  the  purple 
and  the  throne  of  Cjefar,  and  Tiberius  himfelf,  confidered  as  the  mo- 
nument of  an  infamy  to  be  fhunned,  may  be  a  teacher  of  humanity 
and  of  wifdom  not  inferior  to  Trajan  or  Aurelius. 

This  tyrant,  though  now  withdrawn  from  the  refentment  of  thofe 
he  injured,  did  not  fuffer  bis  vigilant  jealoufy  to  fleep  over  the  ru- 
mours and  reports  of  his  informers  and  fpies,  but  rather,  with  a  more 
open  and  unguarded  feverity,  watched  over  crimes  which  had  no 
exiftence  but  in  his  own  imagination,  or  in  his  remembrance  of  the 
countenance  and  afpecl  of  the  perfons  he  difliked.  In  his  prefent  re- 
treat, he  feemed  to  multiply  the  objects  of  his  hatred,  in  proportion  as 
he  himfelf  was  fecure ;  and  in  order  to  compenfate  the  diftance  to  which 
he  was  removed,  employed  a  proportional  fpeed  and  decifion  to  fur- 
prife,  and  to  prevent  thofe  who  were  fufpected  of  any  defigns  againfl 
him.  From  Capreas,  his  mandates,  for  the  moft  part,  were  carried 
to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  military  officers  at  Rome,  not  as  complaints 
againft  the  fuppofed  offender,  or  as  inftrudions  to  the  magiftrate  to 
make  trial  or  inquiry  into  the  guilt  of  the  accufed,  but  as  warrants 
for  their  immediate  execution. 

Agrippina  and  her  fons,  with  their  adherents,  and  thofe  of  Germa- 
nicus,  were  principal  objects  of  the  prefent  Emperor's  animofity  and 
cruel  diflike.  This  family  being  high  in  the  favour  of  the  People, 
he  fancied  that  the  young  men  might  not  be  difpofed  to  defer  the 
completion  of  their  hopes,  until  a  natural  event  had  beftowed  a  fiic- 
ceffion,  which  a  daring  attempt  might  accelerate.  Nero  and  Drufus, 
the  two  elder  fons  of  this  family,  having,  without  any  authority 
from  the  Emperor,  been  included  by  the  Senate  in  the  forms  of 
public  prayer,  their  names  were  again  expunged  by  his  order,  and 
with  an  admonition  to  the  Senate,  not  to  inflame  the  ambition  of 
youth  with  premature  and  exorbitant  honours. 

This 
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This  forward  attempt  to  place  the  fons  of  Germanicus  on  the  fteps  CHAP, 
of  the  throne,  was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  ambition  of  their 
mother  Agrippina,  who  appearing  to  carry  in  her  high  looks  and 
vehement  temper  the  pretenfions  of  the  grand- daughter  of  Auguftus, 
and  the  mother  of  future  Emperors,  ever  feemed  to  reproach  Tibe- 
rius with  having  ufurped,  and  with  continuing  to  poffefs,  what  was 
due  to  herfelf  and  to  her  children.  Sejanus  did  net  neglect  to  cul- 
tivate the  animofity  of  either  party.  He  had  informations  conveyed 
to  Agrippina,  of  a  defign  that  was  hatching  at  Caprece  againft  her 
life,  and  excited  her  by  thefe  means  to  give  the  Emperor  provoking 
marks  of  her  caution  and  diftruft,  which  were  eafily  interpreted  as 
the  fymptoms  of  a  guilty  mind  in  herfelf,  and  haftened  the  preven- 
tions on  his  part,  which  he  thought  proper  to  employ  againft  her. 

As  mutual  provocations  had  paffed  between  Agrippina  and  the 
Emperor  before  his  departure  from  Rome,  and  as  fhe  was  become 
a  principal  objed  of  his  diflike,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  he  had 
then  refolved  upon  the  ruin  of  her  family,  at  leaft  upon  her  own ; 
and  that  he  took  his  ftation  at  Caprese  for  the  more  fafe  execution  of 
an  unpopular  act,  which  might  occafion  fome  tumult  in  the  city,  or 
even  a  defection  of  the  army.  He  proceeded,  however,  by  degrees 
in  the  execution  of  his  purpofe,  and  before  his  departure  from  Rome, 
had  made  a  trial  of  his  power  againft  fome  of  her  relations  and 
friends.  Under  this  defcription,  he  had  ordered  the  execution  of 
Sofia  Galla  and  Claudia  Pulchra,  two  women  of  noble  birth,  who 
were  related  to  her  by  blood,  and  much  in  her  confidence. 

Upon  occafion  of  the  laft  of  thefe  executions,  Agrippina,  who  con- 
fidered  herfelf  as  aimed  at  in  this  cruel  action,  ventured,  with  a  ve- 
hemence and  impetuofity  which  made  part  of  her  character,  to  re- 
proach the  Emperor  with  his  tyranny,  accofting  him  to  this  purpofe, 
as  he  was  engaged  in  his  devotions  at  the  ihrine  of  Auguftus  : 
"  It  ill  becomes  a  perfon,"  fhe  faid,  "  who  affects  to  worfhip  the 
S  "  parent, 
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B  O  O  K  *<  parent,  to  practife  the  ruin  of  his  offspring.  The  fpirit  of  him 
*- — v~—^  *'  you  adore,  is  not  transferred  into  the  inanimate  marble  which  you 
""  worfhip,  but  into  his  living  pofterity  whom  you  opprefs,  and 
"  whom  you  caufe  to  live  in  continual  mourning,  and  in  forrow. 
*'  Pulchra  muft  perifh  now  for  the  fame  reafon  that  was  formerly 
'"  fatal  to  Sofia,  for  her  being  the  unhappy  relation  and  friend  of 
"  thofe  you  are  determined  to  ruin."  Tiberius  replied  in  a  Greek 
quotation,  implying  that  JJjc  ivas  hurt,  becanfe  JJje  iias  not  allowed 
to  reign  ,8 ;  and  in  thefe  words,  contrary  to  his  ufual  diffimulation 
betrayed  the  rancour  of  his  mind  ". 

After  the  retreat  of  Tiberius  to  Caprese,  Sejanus,  to  gratify  the 
paffions  of  his  matter,  and  to  make  way  for  his  own  ambition,  con- 
tinued his  practices  againft  the  family  of  Germanicus.  He  had  fpies 
placed  about  them,  and  received  frequent  informations,  in  writing,  of 
what  patted  in  their  company.  He  had  an  account  of  all  the  actions 
and  words  of  Nero,  the  eldeft  of  the  two  fons  from  Julia  Drufdla, 
the  wife  of  this  young  man,  who  was  engaged  by  her  mother  Li- 
villa  to  betray  her  hufband.  He  took  meafures  to  provoke  both  the 
brothers  to  angry  and  unguarded  expreffions,  and  had  thefe  effects 
of  his  own  provocations  carefully  reported  to  the  Emperor.  He  had 
emiffaries,  who  infinuating  themfelves  into  the  favour  and  confidence 
of  thefe  young  men,  urged  them  to  rafh  and  defperate  refolutions ; 
fuch  as  that  of  calling  upon  the  armies  in  Germany  to  fupport  their 
rights,  of  taking  refuge  at  the  fhrine  of  Auguftus,  and  of  appealing 
to  the  People.  When  thefe  emiffaries  could  not  actually  engage  the 
perfons  againft  whom  they  were  employed  in  the  crimes  they  fug- 
gefted,  they  had  inftructions  to  accufe  them  to  the  Emperor  of  having 
deliberated  on  fuch  dangerous  projects. 

*8  Ideo  bedi,  quia  non  regnaret.  **  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  iv.  c.  52. 

**  While 

/ 
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While  the  fons  of  Agrippina  were  thus  furrounded  with  fnares,  c  HAP. 
their  moft  faithful  retainers  and  friends  were  expofed  to  the  fame  v— % — »j 
dangers,  or  actually  fell  under  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  Among 
thefe,  Titius  Sabinus  had  been  diftinguifhed  by  his  affection  to  Ger- 
manicus,  and  remained  ftill  attached  to  his  family.  He  had  been, 
upon  this  account,  an  object  of  the  Emperor's  averfion,  and  likely  to 
fuffer  under  the  firft  plaullble  pretence  that  could  be  found  againft 
him.  Being  felected,  foon  after  the  retreat  of  Tiberius,  by  the  fa- 
gacity  of  thofe  who  wiflied  to  pay  their  court,  as  a  proper  object  on 
whom  to  difplay  their  zeal,  he  was  attacked  at  once  by  four  per- 
fons  of  Senatorian  rank,  Latinius  Latiaris,  Porcius  Cato,  Politius 
Rufus,  and  M.  Oppius,  all  of  them  already  promoted  to  the  dignity 
of  Prastor,  and  now  afpiring  to  that  of  Conful.  They  agreed  to 
pay  their  court,  by  fome  notable  fervice,  to  the  prince  and  his  fa- 
vourite. The  firft  undertook,  by  infinuating  himfelf  into  the  con- 
fidence of  Sabinus,  to  betray  him  into  fome  criminal  action  or  ex- 
preflion.  The  other  three  were  to  be  placed  within  hearing  of  what 
fhould  pafs,  in  order  to  be  cited  as  witneffes. 

A  fnare  fo  artfully  laid  could  fcarcely  be  avoided.  The  injured, 
wherever  they  think  themfelves  fafe,  are  apt  to  complain  ;  and  Sa- 
binus, finding  that  his  faithful  attachment  to  the  family  of  his  late 
friend  was  warmly  applauded  by  Latiaris,  unwarily  joined  with  the 
traitor  in  lamenting  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  and  the  cruelty  of  Se- 
janus  and  Tiberius.  Converfations  to  this  purpofe  being  repeated 
at  fome  fuppofed  confidential  interviews;  but  in  the  hearing  of  the 
other  three,  who  were  pofted  as  witneffes,  it  foon  appeared,  that 
there  was  fufficient  matter  againft  Sabinus  ;  and  the  information  was 
conveyed  to  the  Emperor. 

The  informers,  as  a  fpecimen  both  of  their  zeal  and  of  their  abi- 
lity, gave  a  particular  account  of  their  conduct  in  bringing  the  trea- 
fonable  thoughts  of  Sabinus  to  light.  The  information  was  ap- 
plauded by  the  Emperor,  tranfmitted  to  the  Senate,  and  by  them 

Vol.  III.  3  Y  confidered 
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considered  as  a  warrant  for  the  immediate  death  of  the  accufed. 
Being  found  by  the  officers,  commiffioned  to  feize  him,  paying  his  de- 
votion at  fome  public  altar,  he  was  dragged  from  thence  to  immediate 
execution.  The  particulars  of  the  detection  were  publifhed,  in  order 
to  fhew  with  what  zeal  the  Emperor  was  ferved,  and  in  order  to  re- 
train the  difaffected,  by  a  mutual  diftruft  of  each  other,  from  en- 
tering into  any  fuch  dangerous  councils. 

The  tragical  death  of  Sabinus,  a  perfon  generally  loved  and  re- 
fpected  ;  his  being  dragged  by  the  executioner  through  the  ftreets  at 
noon-day  in  fight  of  the  People,  fpread  a  general  confternation  in 
the  city.  All  orders  of  men,  under  their  firft  impreffions,  deferted 
the  public  places  ;  but  prefently  recollecting  that  their  flight  might  be 
imputed  to  a  participation  of  guilt,  or  at  leaft  to  fome  degree  of 
fympathy  with  the  perfon  who  fuffered,  they  immediately  returned 
to  the  places  of  puBlic  refort,  and  affected  their  ufual  eafe  and 
tranquillity.  But  from  thenceforward,  for  fome  time,  it  was  obferved, 
that  a  melancholy  filence  took  place,  even  in  the  moft  fecret  conver- 
fations  of  relations  and  intimate  companions,  who,  from  this  ex- 
umpte,  had  learned  to  diftruft  each  other. 

Tiberius,  Upon  receiving  the  report  of  Sabinus's  execution, 
thanked  the  Senate  for  the  juftice  they  had  done  on  this  enemy  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  mentioned  a  danger  to  which  his  perfon  was 
ftill  expofed  from  other  enemies,  more  formidable  than  thofe  they 
had  already  deftroyed.  In  this  ominous  infmuation,  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  point  at  Agrippina  and  her  fons.  Afinius  Gallus  ventured 
to  call  for  an  explanation,  by  moving  the  Senate  to  addrefs  the 
Emperor,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  make  known  the 
object  of  his  apprehenfions,  and  that  he  would  accept  of  their  fer- 
vices  in  the  defence  of  his  perfon. 

Gallus  had  married  Vipfania,  from  whom  Tiberius  was  feparated, 
when  his  marriage  with  Julia  was  determined.  By  this  alliance,  he  be- 
came 
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came  the  relation  of  Agrippina"  ;  and,  what  was  ftill  more  dangerous,    CHAP. 

had  prefumed  to  fucceed  the  Emperor  himfelf  in  a  connection,  of   ■■ *——*, 

which  he  ftill  was  envious  and  jealous.  This  circumflance  rendered 
him,  to  the  dark  and  vindictive  mind  of  Tiberius,  an  object  of  delibe- 
rate malice.  When  his  motion  to  addrefs  the  Emperor  for  an  expla- 
nation of  his  fears  was  reported  at  court,  it  was  confidered  as  a  faucy 
attempt  to  penetrate  the  fecrets  of  government,  as  a  contempt  of  au- 
thority, and  a  dangerous  attack  upon  the  majefty  of  the  prince. 

Tiberius  would  have  feized  this  opportunity  to  execute  his  revenge 
againft  Galius,  if  he  had  not  been  diverted  from  it  by  Sejanus  him- 
felf, who  wifhed  rather  to  keep  his  mind  intent  on  the  deftruction  of 
Agrippina  and  her  two  eldeft  fons,  who  were  equally  objects  of  jea- 
loufy  to  the  minifter  as  to  the  Emperor. 

Such  were  the  affairs  which  fucceeded  in  the  State,  to  the  great  po- 
litical queftions  that  formerly  ufed  to  divide  the  Senate  and  the 
People ;  and  as  the  event  of  thefe  affairs  turned  upon  the  caprice  of  in- 
dividuals, they  were  very  much  affected  by  any  alterations  which  hap- 
pened at  court.  It  being  now  the  fourth  year  after  the  retreat  of  the 
Emperor  to  Caprese,  a  confiderable  change  took  place  in  the  death  of 
Livia  Augufta,  who,  by  her  firft  marriage,  was  the  mother  of  Ti- 
berius, and  by  her  fecond,  the  widow  of  Auguftus,  by  whom  fhe 
had  no  children.  She  appears  to  have  been  a  woman  of  confum- 
mate  addrefs.  According  to  Tacitus,  a  fond  and  partial  mother,  an 
obfequious  wife,  and  uniting,  in  her  own  character,  the  abilities  of  her 
hufband,  with  the  duplicity  of  her  fon.  Being  afked,  by  what  arts 
fhe  had  kept  her  place  fo  long  in  the  confidence  of  Auguftus  ?  "  By 
**  the  moft  fcrupulous  virtue,"  fhe  faid ;  "  by  implicit  obedience ; 
**  by  not  meddling  in  affairs  of  flate  ;  by  overlooking  his  intrigues 
**  with  other  women  "." 

»°  Vipfania  was  the  daughter  of  Agrippa  by  a  former  marriage,  and  confeqaemly  the  half 
after  of  AgrippTha,  *'  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iviii,  c.  2. 

3  Y  2  The 
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The  authority  of  Livia  had  been  a  confiderable  reftraint  on  the 
temper  of  her  fon ;  and  being  exerted  to  thwart  him  on  fome  occafions, 
had  contributed  to  the  refolution  he  took  of  retiring  from  Rome. 
Both  the  mother  and  the  fon  had  their  jealoufies  and  their  refent- 
ments  ;  but  as  they  feldom  fixed  on  the  fame  objects,  fuch  as  were 
perfecuted  by  the  one,  fometimes  found  a  refuge  with  the  other. 
They  concurred  in  their  averfion  to  Agrippina,  but  might  have  been 
divided  in  their  inclinations  towards  her  children.  Livia,  tainted 
with  the  rancour  of  a  ftepmother  ",  and  incited  by  perfonal  jealou- 
fies, ever  faw  in  the  perfon  of  Agrippina  an  air  of  fuperiority  which 
feemed  to  reproach  her  as  the  wife  of  Nero,  and  but  an  intruder 
into  the  family  of  Csefar.  With  refpedt  to  the  widow  of  Germanicus, 
therefore,  fhe  was  probably  more  implacable  even  than  the  Em- 
peror ;  but  with  refpecl  to  his  children,  thefe  being  defcended  of 
herfelf,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  me  could  not  poffibly  adopt  the  paf- 
iions  of  Sejanus  to  their  prejudice,  nor  wiih  to  remove  them,  in 
order  to  make  way  for  the  ambition  of  a  ftranger.  The  death  of 
Livia  was  accordingly  to  thofe  young  men  a  fatal  circumflance,  and 
facilitated  the  execution  of  the  defigns,  which  the  Emperor  or  his 
favourite  had  formed  againft  them.  Soon  after  the  funeral  rites  were 
performed,  the  ftorm  which  had  been  long  impending  over  them 
accordingly  broke  out.  A  letter  from  the  Emperor  was  prefented  to 
the  Senate,  accufing  Agrippina,  and  Nero  the  eldeft  of  her  fons,  not 
of  any  plot  or  confpiracy  againft  the  State,  or  of  any  breach  of 
the  public  peace,  but  charging  the  young  man  with  lewdnefs,  and 
the  mother  with  haughty  looks,  and  a  ftubborn  heart. 
%  This  letter  was  received  in  the  Senate  with  furprife.  After  fome 
interval  of  conflernation  and  filence,  a  motion  was  made  to  proceed- 
in  the  matter  to  which  it  referred  j  but  there  being  no  fpecihc  charge* 

az  Novercalibus  odiis.        Tacit* 

and 
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and  no  inftrudtions  to  form  a  profecution,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  CHAP. 
Emperor  might  have  given  way  to  his  difpleafure  in  angry  expref-  »  t  i 
fions,  without  intending  any  further  cenfure  or  judicial  feverities. 
Junius  Rufticus,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Tiberius  clerk  or  fecre- 
tary  of  the  Senate,  ventured  to  advife  a  delay,  in  order  that  the 
Emperor  might  have  time  to  reconfider  the  fubjecl:,  and  to  make  the 
Senate  acquainted  with  his  real  intentions. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  purport  of  this  letter  was  rumoured  abroad^ 
and  the  Senate  was  befet  with  multitudes  of  the  People,  who,  carry- 
ing the  effigies  of  Agrippina  and  her  fon,  exclaimed  that  the  letter 
in  queftion  mull  have  been  forged  ;  that  it  was  impoffible  the  Em- 
peror could  intend  the  deftruction  of  his  own  family  ;  and,  after  the 
Senate  broke  up,  there  continued  to  be  handed  about  in  the  ftreets 
invectives  againft  Sejanus,  alleged  to  be  the  fpeeches  of  members  in 
that  affembly. 

When  thefe  particulars  came  be  known  at  Caprese,  they  were  re- 
prefented  by  Sejanus  as  an  infult  upon  the  Senate,  and  as  a  contempt 
of  the  Emperor's  authority.  Libels,  he  faid,  were  daringly  pub- 
lished ;  the  people  were  aflembled  in  dilbrderly  tumults,  and  nothing 
was  wanting  to  complete  the  rebellion,  but  arms,  and  the  perfonal 
prefence  of  thofe  leaders  who  were  already  followed  in  effigy. 

Tiberius  accordingly  renewed  his  complaint  to  the  Senate,  repri- 
manding them  for  not  having  proceeded  on  his  former  letter;  but 
infinuated,  that  he  did  not  aim  at  the  life  of  Agrippina,  nor  at  that 
of  her  fon.  In  this,  he  feemed  to  require  a  fentence  of  exile  or 
imprifonment ;  and  the  members,  now  as  much  decided  as  they  had 
been  lately  jerplexed  and  irrefolute,  were  eager  to  diftinguifh  their 
zeal.  After  four-and-forty  elaborate  fpeeches  had  been  delivered 
all  tending  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  immediate  feverities,  it  was  re- 
folved  that  Agrippina,  with  the  eldeft  of  her  fons,  ihould  be  ba- 
aiihed  ;  the  firft  into  the  ifland  of  Pandateria,  the  place  where  her 

O.  .  mother,, 
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mother,  the  unhappy  Julia,  had  been  confined;  and  the  other  to 
Pontia,  another  ifland  on  the  fame  coaft  ".  The  younger  brothers 
were  overlooked  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Drufus,  the  fecond,  being 
perfwaded  by  Sejanus  that  the  removal  of  his  elder  brother  tended  to 
his  own  advantage,  by  opening  his  way  to  the  empire,  took  no  part 
in  the  diftreffes  of  his  family.  He  himfelf,  however,  was  foon  after 
put  in  confinement,  and  for  fome  years  kept  a  prifoner  at  Rome,  in 
a  fecret  recefs  of  the  Emperor's  palace. 

Tiberius,  in  fome  inftances,  endeavoured  to  compenfate  the  injuflice 
which  he  pra&ifed  againft  one  fet  of  perfons,  by  ads  of  munificence 
to  others,  whom  he  felecled  as  objects  of  his  bounty,  or  who  were 
of  too  little  confequence  to  incur  his  jealoufy.  He  feized  an  oppor- 
tunity of  this  kind,  about  the  time  that  Agrippina  and  her  fon  ex- 
perienced his  vengeance,  by  relieving  numbers  who  had  fuffered  by  a 
fire  which  had  recently  confumed  fome  part  of  the  city,  and  others, 
who  had  fuffered  by  the  fall  of  a  theatre  erected  at  Fidenae  ;  a  dif- 
after,  by  which,  according  to  Tacitus,  about  fifty  thoufand  perfons 
were  killed  or  hurt.  Continuing,  however,  with  refped  to  thofe 
who  incurred  his  averfion  or  his  diftruft,  to  exercife  a  cruelty  which 
feemed  to  increafe  with  age,  or  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
demerit  towards  mankind,  he  proceeded  againft  Afinius  Gallus  with 
lingular  marks  of  deliberate  malice  ;  took  meafures  to  prolong  the 
fufferings  of  this  favourite  victim;  wifhed  to  witnefs  their  effeds, 
and  to  enforce  the  impreffion  of  them  with  peculiar  circumftances  of 
infult  and  mockery.  For  this  purpofe,  he  procured  a  deputation 
from  the  Senate  to  be  fent  to  Caprese,  and  took  care  that  Afinius 
Gallus  fhould  be  one  of  the  deputies.  Upon  their  arrival,  he  re- 
ceived Gallus  in  a  manner  peculiarly  gracious,  admitted  him  as  a 
party  in  all  his  entertainments,  and  as  an  ordinary  gueft  at  his  table; 


13  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  33,  34. 
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but  having  in  the  mean  time  fent  a  complaint  of  treafon  againft  him    G  E*  ^  p- 

to  Rome,  and  directed  that  a  warrant  from  the  Senate  fhould  be    * » -» 

fent  to  feize  his  perfon,  he  continued  his  former  behaviour,  and  de- 
tained him  at  Caprea?,  under  various  pretences  of  kindnefs,  until  the 
warrant  of  the  Senate  to  feize  him  fhould  arrive.  He  took  care  to 
be  prefent  when  this  warrant  was  executed,  affected  furprife,  even 
pretended  to  be  diftrefled,  and,  when  the  prifoner  was  removed,  gave 
ftrict  injunctions  that  no  violence  fhould  be  offered  to  him,  nor 
any  fentence  paffed  againft  him,  until  he  himfelf  fhould  return  tt> 
Rome. 

In  this  ambiguous  injunction,  Gallus  was  condemned  to  a  linger- 
ing flate  of  fufpence,  and  of  fuffering  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
crime,  or  of  the  perfon  by  whom  he  was  accufed  ;  a  fpecies  of  re- 
finement on  cruelty  which  Tiberius  had  lately  adopted,  and  which 
he  fometimes  exprefled.  Having  a  petition  prefented  to  him,  that 
one  of  his  prifoners  might  be  allowed  to  die  :  "  I  am  not,"  he  faid, 
"  fufficiently  reconciled  to  him  for  that." 

While  Sejanus  was  confidered  as  the  author  of  mofl  of  thefe  cruel 
acts,  and  was  accordingly  the  general  object  of  flattery  as  well  as  of 
terror,  he  was  in  reality  the  dupe  of  his  mafter's  cunning,  and  at  this 
very  time  was  already  doomed  to  deftruction, 

Tiberius,  either  moved  by  a  mere  change  of  caprice  incident  to. 
unhappy  men,  or  warned  of  fome  danger  to  his  own  perfon,  from 
the  height  and  from  the  views  to  which  he  had  raifed  this  favourite, 
had  for  fome  time  fecretly  refolved  on  his  ruin  ;  but  while  he  re- 
volved this  purpofe  in  his  own  mind,  and  weighed  the  dangers  to 
which  he  might  be  expofed  in  the  execution  of  it,  he  redoubled  the: 
ufual  marks  of  his  favour,  and  in  all  his  difpatches,  in  which  he 
mentioned  Sejanus  to  the  Senate^  defigned  him,  My  Sejanus,  and  the 
partner  of  my  cares  and  my  labours,. 

The 
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The  public,  as  well  as  Sejanus  himfelf,  were  impofed  upon  by 
thefe  appearances.  No  honour  was  moved  for  the  Emperor,  in 
which  Sejanus  was  not  included.  Their  ftatues  ftill  continued  to  be 
erected  together,  and  were  multiplied  in  every  ftreet ;  and  when  the 
Emperor  fignified  his  pleafure  that  Sejanus  mould  be  named  to  the 
Confulate,  together  with  himfelf,  the  Senate  replied,  by  an  ad, 
veiling  the  prince  and  his  favourite  with  this  dignity  for  five  years. 

Hitherto,  it  is  probable  that  Tiberius,  well  aware  of  the  vigilance 
and  penetration  of  his  favourite,  and  of  the  numerous  fpies  he  had 
employed,  had  not  confided  his  fecret  to  any  perfon  whatever,  and 
wifhed  to  remove  him  from  his  perfon,  before  he  ventured  to  pro- 
ceed any  farther  in  his  defign.  For  this  purpofe,  he  had  chofen  him  for 
his  own  colleague  in  the  Confulate  of  the  enfuing  year ;  and,  under 
pretence  of  delegating  to  him  the  whole  functions  of  an  office, 
which  the  Emperor  himfelf  could  not  attend,  he  fent  him  to 
Rome. 

For  fome  time  after  the  arrival  of  Sejanus  in  the  city,  the  ufual 
executions  for  treafon  were  continued,  and  perfons  who  had  incurred 
the  fupicion  either  of  the  prince  or  his  minifter,  periihed  with  their 
wives  and  their  children.  Many  of  them,  as  ufual,  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  a  formal  fentence,  laid  violent  hands  on  themfelves,  and 
fome  exhibited  this  horrid  fpectacle  even  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate I+. 

While  Sejanus  thus  feemed  to  wield  the  Imperial  power,  and  to 
hold  the  lives  of  the  people  at  his  mercy,  he  was  attended  by  mul- 
titudes, who  prefled  to  his  gate  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the  court  of 
his  palace  could  fcarcely  receive  them.  He  flighted  the  attentions 
that  were  paid  to  him  ;  but  with  unwearied  jealoufy  remarked  every 
appearance  of  neglect,  and  doomed  to  deftruction  perfons  who  gave 

44  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iviii.  c.  4. 

any 
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any  figas  of  impatience,  under  the  ftate  of  ferviiity  and  debafement 
to  which  they  were  reduced. 

In  the  mean  time,  Tiberius  proceeded  with  great  circumfpection. 
He  had  accepted  of  the  Confulate  merely  to  flatter  his  minifter,  and  to 
increafe  his  fecurity,  in  being  placed  as  the  colleague  of  the  Emperor 
in  that  ftation.  Being  to  deftroy  him,  it  was  neceflary  that  fome  one 
mould  be  prefent,  on  whom  the  dignity  of  Conful  might  devolve. 
For  this  reafon,  he  divefl.ed  himfelf  of  the  office,  and  fubflituted 
in  his  own  place  C.  Memmius  Regulus,  who,  on  the  firft  of  May, 
was  admitted  as  the  colleague  of  Sejanus.  From  thenceforward, 
the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  threw  the  favourite  .himfelf,  and  the 
public  in  general,  into  great  perplexity.  In  fome  of  his  letters  to  the 
Senate,  he  fpoke  of  his  health  as  declining,  and  of  himfelf  as  a 
dying  perfon.  In  his  next,  he  announced  his  recovery,  and  a  de- 
fign  of  fpeedily  vifiting  the  metropolis.  He  commended  Sejanus  in 
one  letter,  he  cenfured  him  in  another ;  fometimes  favoured  none 
but  his  partizans  and  adherents,  at  other  times  affected  to  prefer  his 
rivals.  It  is  poffible,  that  in  thefe  inconnftencies,  he  himfelf  ac- 
tually wavered  between  hatred  and  fear ;  and  apprehending  the  great 
influence  of  Sejanus  over  the  Praetorian  guards,  hefitated  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  purpofe.  It  is  likewife  extremely  agreeable  to  his 
character,  to  fuppofe  that  he  meant,  by  holding  forth  fome  figns  of 
difpleafure,  to  urge  the  objed  of  it  to  fome  act  of  indifcretion  or  info- 
lence,  which  could  be  made  the  foundation  of  a  plaufible  charge  againft 
him,  and  that  he  had  fpies  on  his  conduct  to  lay  hold  of  any  pre- 
tence he  fhould  furnifh  for  an  impeachment ;  but  that,  fearing  to 
drive  him  to  fome  dangerous  act  of  defpair,  he  retracted  in  one  mcf- 
fage  the  provocation  he  had  given  in  a  former. 

While  Sejanus  appeared,  from  fome  circumflances  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Emperor  towards  him,  to  be  out  of  favour,  he  was  fuddenly 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Pontiff,  together  with  Caius  CaTar  Caligula  ; 

Vol.  III.  3  Z"  and 
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B  °  ®  K    and  thinking  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  recover  his  place  about 

' * '   the  perfon   of  his  mailer,  he  defired  leave  to   offer  his  thanks  at 

Caprese ;  but  was-  told  that  he  might  fpare  himfelf  the  trouble,  for 
that  the  Emperor  was  foon  to  be  at  Rome. 

To  try  the  effecl  of  a  frefh  mortification  on  the  temper  of  this  de- 
voted favourite,  Caius  Csefar  Caligula  was  declared  fucceffor  in  the 
empire.  The  popularity  of  the  family  of  Germanicus,  made  this 
declaration  be  received  with  univerfal  joy ;  and  being  joined  to  other 
indications,  that  Sejanus  no  longer  had  the  exclufive  pofleflion  of  the 
Emperor's  favour,  greatly  diminifhed  the  court  that  was  paid  to 
him. 

From  this  time,  it  is  probable  that  Tiberius  took  into  his  con<- 
fidence  Macro,  an  officer  already  of  high  rank  in  the  Praetorian  bands-, 
and  whom  he  deftined  to  fucceed  Sejanus  in  the  command  of  that 
body.  With  Macro,  he  concerted  the  manner  of  removing  this  dan- 
gerous man,  and  formed  a  plan,  which  was  to  be  entrusted  to  his  exe- 
cution. Sejanus  was  to  be  nattered  with  new  hopes ;  he  was  to  be 
furprifed  in  the  Senate,  while  the  guards  were  to  be  amufed  with, 
what  was  a  new  circumftance  in  this  reign,  the  diftribution  of  a  dor- 
native  from  the  Emperor. 

In  proceeding  to  execute  this  defign,  in  a  manner  which  the  Emperor 
chofe  from  his  love  of  duplicity,  or  which,  from  his  fear  of  the  troops 
that  were  under  the  command  of  Sejanus,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  contrive  with  fo  much  circumfpe&ion,  he  intimated  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  Sejanus  himfelf,  that  he  fpeedily  meant  to  veft  him  with  the 
character  of  Tribune,  a  dignity  which  rendered  the  perfon  facred, 
and  which  the  Caefars  had  in  fome  meafure  appropriated  to  them- 
felves.  While  this  intimation  was  fuppofed  to  lull  Sejanus  in  perfect 
fecurity,  Macro  was  difpatched  to  Rome,  and  took  care  to  arrive  at 
an  hour,  when  the  Senate  had  been,  by  order  of  the  Emperor, 
appointed  to  affemble.  He  met  with  Sejanus,  juft  as  he  had  ported 
I  his 
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his  guard,  and  was  entering  at  the  door  of  the  Senate-houfe ;  and    CHAP. 


being  afked,  what  commands  he  had  from  the  Emperor,  and  what 
letters  for  himfelf  ?  anfwered,  That  he  had  brought  his  appointment 
to  the  Tribunitian  power,  and  was  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate. 

Sejanus  took  his  place,  with  the  ufual  attendance  of  perfons  who 
had  accompanied  him  from  his  own  houfe,  and  had  the  members  of 
the  Senate  Mill  crowding  around  him  as  ufual,  when  Macro  prefented 
the  mandate  of  the  Emperor,  and  retired. 

This  paper  was  artfully  drawn  up,  to  gain  time  in  the  reading, 
and  to  keep  all  parties  in  fufpence,  while  Macro  mould  take  his  mea- 
sures to  fecure  the  guards.  In  the  preamble,  the  name  of  Sejanus 
was  not  at  all  mentioned  ;  in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  the  paper, 
he  was  fometimes  extolled,  and  fometimes  cenfured.  Other  af- 
fairs were  intermixed  with  this,  and  the  fufpence  which  fo  long 
and  fo  ftrange  a  performance  occafioned  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
were  prefent,  amounted  to  fome  degree  of  itupefa&ion.  But  it 
concluded  at  laft  with  a  peremptory  charge  of  treafon  againft  Se- 
janus ;  and  the  crowd  of  attendants  inftantly  withdrew  from  the 
Conful's  chair  on  which  he  was  feated.  His  colleague  in  office,  Re- 
gulus,  called  upon  him  by  name  to  ftand  up ;  but  fo  much  was  he 
diftra&ed,  and  fo  little  accuftomed  to  this  tone  of  voice,  that  upon 
a  fecond  call,  he  ftarted  from  his  feat,  and  afked,  if  the  words  were 
addreffed  to  him  ?  Surprife  had  difqualified  him  to  take  any  vigor- 
ous refolution  ;  and  when  he  began  to  recollect  himfelf,  the  pre- 
cautions which  had  been  taken  by  his  enemies,  rendered  all  his  en- 
deavours too  late. 

Macro,  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered  the  Emperor's  letter  to  be  read 
in  the  Senate,  went  to  the  guard  which  was  ported  at  the  doors,  in- 
formed them  that  he  brought  a  donative  from  the  Emperor,  which 
they  were  then  to  fhare  with  their  fellow  foldiers  in  the  barracks ; 
that  for  this  purpofe,  they  were  immediately  to  be  relieved  by  a  party 
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B  °  °  K  of  the  city  watch.  This  being  done,  he  led  them  to  the  ci- 
tadel, or  what  was  called  the  Camp  of  the  Praetorian  bands  as,  diftfi- 
buted  the  Emperor's  bounty,  and  at  the  fame  time  taxed  their  com- 
mander with  ingratitude  to  fo  kind  a  mailer  ;  intimated  his  removal, 
produced  his  own  commiffion  to  fucceed  in  that  important  ftation, 
and,  by  his  authority,  as  well  as  by  thefe  precautions,  prevented  any 
difturbance  among  that  formidable  body  of  men, 

Sejanus  being  deferted  in  the  Senate  by  thofe  who  had  attended 
him  into  the  houfe,  and  who  a  few  moments  before  prefled  to  be 
firft  in  his  obfervation,  was  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  party  which 
had  relieved  his  own  guard,  and  was  treated  as  a  perfon  accufed  of 
the  higheft  crimes.  On  the  firft  motion  for  a  commitment,  he  was 
ordered  to  prifon,  and  perfons  of  every  defcription  began  to  give 
unfeigned  or  affected  demonftrations  of  joy.  From  many  who  were 
prefent,  the  fear  that  was  lately  expreffed  in  adulation  and  courtfhipr 
now  burft  forth  in  reproaches  and  infults.  In  others,  who  were 
more  nearly  connected  with  the  prifoner,  or  more  likely  to  be  in- 
volved in  his  fate,  the  terror  with  which  they  were  feized,  was  dif- 
guifed  under  the  affectation  of  joy.  The  populace,  as  he  paffed 
through  the  ftreets,  took  their  part  as  ufual  in  the  ftorm  which  burft 
on  this  unfortunate  man,  and,  that  he  might  not  have  the  confolation 
of  paffing  unfeen,  tore  away  the  lappet  of  his  gown,  with  which  he 
endeavoured  to  cover  his  face. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  Senate  met  again  in  a  temple  contiguous  to 
the  prifon  in  which  Sejanus  was  confined,  and,  without  any  fpecific 
charge  or  evidence  of  guilt,  gave  fentence  of  death  againft  him, 
which  was  accordingly  executed.  The  dead  body,  as  ufual  in  the 
cafe  of  treafon,  being  made  faft  on  a  hook,  was  dragged  through  the 
ftreets,  and  caft  into  the  river,  where  it  was  thrown  up,  or  conti- 
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nued  afloat  during  fome  days,  under  the  continual  infults  of  a  multi-   chap. 
tude  of  people.  - 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  how  far  this  minifter  was  accountable 
for  a  tyranny,  which  occafioned  fo  vehement  and  fo  general  a 
refentment.  His  crimes  were  undoubtedly  great,  and  the  envy 
of  his  fortune  was  not  to  be  aflwaged  by  common  fufferings.  But  as 
human  nature  is  liable  to  error  in  the  manner  of  punifhing  crimes* 
as  well  as  in  the  commiffion  of  them,  the  rage  which  now  animated 
the  populace  againfl  Sejanus,  mixed  with  a  fervile  intention  to  pay 
their  court  to  the  Emperor,  led  to  an  action  as  criminal  and  more 
odious  than  any  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  accufed  or  fufpe&ed. 
The  children  of  this  unhappy  man,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  though  too 
young  to  partake  in  his  guilt,  or  to  furnifh  any  fubject  of  diftruft  or 
of  jealoufy  to  his  enemies,  were  included  in  the  fame  fate  with  the 
father  :  the  girl  with  fo  much  innocence,  that  fhe  often  afked  the 
perfons  by  whom  fhe  was  feized,  what  fhe  had  done  ?  allured  them, 
with  an  infantine  limplicity,  that  fhe.  never  would  do  it  again; 
begged  that  they  would  not  carry  her  to  prifon  ;  faid  that  fhe  never 
was  obflinate,  and  that  a  few  flrokes  of  the  rod  were  enough  to  cor- 
rect her. 

It  is  fubjoined  to  this  piteous  detail,  that,  in  compliance  with  a 
•vile  fuperftition,  which  the  confideration  of  innocence  could  not  re- 
ftrain,  fhe  was  ordered  to  be  ravifhed  previous  to  her  execution,  be- 
eatife  it  was  ominous  of  misfortune  to  inflict  the  punifhment  of  death 
on  a  virgin  ".  The  bodies  of  thefe  innocents,  in  the  fame  manner 
with  that  of  their  father,  were  dragged  through  the  ftreets,  and  cart 
into  the  river. 

It  is  difficult  to  account,  from  any  principles  of  human  nature,  for 
acts  of  fuch  amazing  depravity.     Tyrants  feldom  exceed  the  bounds 

**  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  Iviii.  c.  n.     Tacit.  Annal,  lib.  v.  c.  ;. 
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B  o  O  K     of  refcntment,  jealoufy,  or  fear;  but  the  vile  tools  that  are  procured 
w— v— — i    by  fervility  to  execute  their  purpofe,  in  order  to   ingratiate  them- 
ieives,  often  outrun,  in  their  affectation  of  zeal,  what  tyranny  or  cow- 
ardice itfelf  could  not 'fugged  or  perpetrate. 

Apicata,  the  widow  of  Sejanus,  and  the  mother  of  thefe  unhappy 
children,  having  firft  difclofed  the  eonfpiracy,  by  which  Drufus,  the 
fon  of  Tiberius,  had  been  poifoned,  laid  violent  hands  on  herfelf, 
and,  by  the  difcovery  fhe  made,  foon  after  brought  on  the  ruin  of 
the  widow  Livilla,  with  that  of  the  other  accomplices  in  that  daring 
crime. 

7  It  was  reported,  that  the  anxiety  of  Tiberius,  whether  real  or  af- 
fected, was  fuch,  during  the  dependance  of  his  defign  on  Sejanus, 
that  he  inftrutted  Macro,  in  cafe  of  any  refiftance  from  the  guards, 
to  bring  forth  Drufus,  the  fon  of  Germanicus,  then  a  prilbner  in  the 
palace,  to  aflemble  the  citizens  againft  them ;  that  he  had  prepared 
{hipping  at  Caprere  to  waft  himfelf,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  to  fomeof  the 
military  ftations  on  the  frontier;  that  he  had  formed  a  chain  of 
pofts  from  Rome  to  the  neareft  promontory  of  Campania,  with  orders 
to  light  fires,  and  to  make  other  concerted  fignals,  in  cafe  it  mould 
be  neceffary  for  him  to  confult  his  fafety  by  flight.  In  his  letter  to 
the  Senate,  in  order  to  make  a  fuitable  imprefijon  of  the  danger  to 
which  he  wifhed  the  public  to  believe  he  was  expofed  from  the  de- 
figns  of  Sejanus,  he  concluded,  with  expreffing  his  wifhes  to  be 
again  at  Rome ;  but  defired  that  the  Conful,  who  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  commonwealth,  might  come  forth  with  the  powers  of 
the  republic  to  conduct  him  in  fafety  %7.  His  defign  however  having 
fucceeded  to  his  wifhes,  Drufus  was  ftill  retained  a  prifoner  in  the 
palace,  and  the  Conful  being  arrived  in  Campania  with  his  Lictors, 
to  give  the  Emperor  a  fafe  conduct  to  Rome,  was  every  where  con- 
sidered as  an  object  of  ridicule. 

'f  Die  Ca/T.  lib.  Iviii.  c.  13. 
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After  the  execution  of  Sejanus,  the  city  continued  in  a  ferment 
during  many  days.  The  People  having  been  difpofed,  for  fome  time, 
to  impute  to  the  minifter  the  fyftem  of  tyranny  which  had  been  lately 
purfued,  rejoiced  in  his  fall,  applauded  the  feverities  which  were 
executed  on  the  partners  of  his  guilt,  and  willingly  pointed  out,  as 
accomplices  in  his  crimes,  his  relations  and  friends,  and  all  who 
had  ever  moved  for  any  of  the  extravagant  honours  that  were  lately 
bellowed  upon  himfelf ;  but,  as  in  imputing  the  guilt  of  many  cruei  ' 
meafures  to  Sejanus,  they  were  too  favourable  to  the  Emperor,  lb 
they  probably  over-rated  the  influence  of  the  minifter,  who  was  in 
fact,  more  the  dupe,  than  the  director,. of  his  mailers  defigns. 

As  it  foon  after  appeared,  that  the  cruel  jealoufies  of  this  reign  did 
not  terminate  with,  the  death  of  the  favourite,  the  People,  as  ufual, 
ran  to  the  oppofite  extreme,  confidered  him  as  a  mere  inftrument  of 
his  mailer's  tyranny,  as  a  perfon  employed  while  his  fervices  were 
convenient,  but  in  the  end  betrayed  with  a  degree  of  perfidy,  which 
rendered  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrant,  in  that,  cafe,  more  odious  than 
even  when  it  was  pradlifed  againft  the  moll  innocent  fubje&s aS.  Sq 
prone  are  mankind,  in. particular  inftances,  to  fufpecT:  the  faiiehood, 
or  to  exaggerate  the  wickednefs  of  thofe,  who,  by  general  duplicity 
and  malice,  have  incurred  their  deteftation. 

The  death  of  Sejanus  was  fo  far  from  introducing  any  mitigation 
of  the  former  tyranny,  that  it  rather  furnhned  a  new  fet  of  pre- 
tences, under  which  to  exert  its  force.  Intimacy  with  the  fallen  mi- 
nifter, or  a  fuppofed  participation  of  his  guilt,  involved  greater  num- 
bers, than  had  been  formerly  queftioned  on  account  of  any  other, 
fpecies  of  treafon.  Perfons  of  every  fex  and  of  every  condition, 
were  call  indifcriminately  into  the  fame  prifons  ;  and  the  time  of  the 
Senate  was  divided  between  the  ordering  of  .executions,  and  the  ap- 

*8  Sueton.  in  Tiber,  c.  55. 
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BOOK  pointment  of  honours,  whicli  were  decreed  to  the  prince  for  his  vi- 
gilance in  this  matter.  The  title  of  Father  of  his  country  was  again 
offered  to  him  ;  additional  rejoicings  were  devifed  for  the  anniver- 
fary  of  his  birth  ;  a  general  thankfgiving  was  appointed  to  the 
Gods  ;  and  a  new  ftatue  was  to  be  erected  to  Liberty.  All  perfons 
were  forbidden  to  wear  mourning  for  Sejanus ;  the  anniverfary  of  his 
death  was  to  be  kept  as  a  feflival,  or  celebrated  with  public  enter- 
tainments and  fports ;  and  it  was  refolved  in  the  Senate,  that  the 
extravagant  honours  lb  profufely  lavifhed  on  that  minifter,  fhould 
not  be  repeated  in  the  cafe  of  any  fubjeft  whatever. 

Thefe  decrees,  Tiberius,  fo  far  as  they  were  intended  to  confer 
honours  on  himfelf,  rejected  with  difdain,  and  even  refufed  to  fee 
the  deputies  who  were  feparately  fent  from  the  Senate,  from  the 
Equeftrian  order,  and  from  the  People,  to  congratulate  him  on  this 
occafion.  He  defpifed  the  givers  too  much  to  be  flattered  with  the 
gift,  and  was  aware  of  their  duplicity  in  pretending  to  offer  him  praife. 
Under  this  impreffion,  at  one  of  the  laft  times  he  had  attended  the 
Senate  in  perfon,  he  was  obferved  to  leave  the  affembly  with  fcorn. 
What  a  collection,  he  faid,  of  -willing  faves19.  There  is,  it  feems,  a 
degree  of  good  nature  as  well  as  of  weaknefs,  in  wifhing  to  be  flat- 
tered.    This  prince  was  equally  exempted  from  both. 

The  Senate,  however,  the  more  they  were  fpurned,  became  the 
more  fenfible  of  their  own  degradation,  and  only  endeavoured  to 
vary  the  mode  of  their  flattery.  As  Tiberius  ever  talked  of  his 
approaching  return  to  Rome,  and  of  his  intended  appearance  in  the 
Senate,  they  paffed  a  decree,  that  twenty  of  their  own  number  to 
be  named  by  the  Emperor  himfelf,  fhould  be  armed  with  fwords, 
and  fhould  have  charge  of  his  fafety  as  often  as  he  took  his  feat  in 
their  meetings.       When  this  refolution  was  intimated  to  him,   he 

*8  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lviii.  c.  13. 
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returned  thanks  for  their  zeal,  and  with  fome  derifion  defircd  to  c  H  A  p* 
know,  Whether  this  Senatorial  guard  fhould  be  young  men  or  old 
men  ?  Whether  they  fliould  continue  for  life,  or  be  taken  in  rota- 
tion ?  And  whether  they  mould  arm  only  at  the  door  of  the  Senate- 
houfe,  or  pafs  in  arms  through  the  ftreets  *9  ?  And  concluded  with 
faying,  That,  if  his  life  was  worth  preferving,  he  fliould  think 
himfelf  fufficiently  fafe,  when  attended  by  Macro  and  fome  Tribunes 
of  his  guards,  whom  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  bring  into  the 
Senate. 

This  reference  to  the  guards  had  the  effect  of  an  admonition,  and 
drew  from  the  Senate  an  attempt  to  pay  heir  court  likewife  to  this 
formidable  body  of  men.  Bounties  in  money  and  honorary  diftinc- 
tions  were  decreed  to  them  ;  fuch  as,  that  the  Praetorian  foldier,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he  inlifte^,  fhould  be  allowed  a 
place  at  the  theatre  on  the  bench  of  the  Equeftrian  order.  In  this, 
however,  the  compliment  was  not  more  fuccefsful  than  it  had  been 
in  other  inftances.  It  was  even  relented  by  the  emperor  as  an  attempt 
to  fhare  the  affection  of  the  troops  with  himfelf.  Junius  Gallio, 
who  had  made  the  motion,  was  ordered  into  exile,  and  afterwards 
committed  to  prifon  in  the  city.  And  the  Senate,  as  a  laft  effort  to 
pleafe  this  fro  ward  prince,  feeing  that  the  project  to  arm  a  part  of 
their  own  number  in  his  defence  was  not  acceptable,  refolved,  That 
every  member,  in  entering  the  houfe,  fhould  be  fearched  for  concealed 
weapons,  as  a  precaution  for  the  fafety  of  a  perfon  who  probably 
never  meant  to  intruft  himfelf  in  their  hands  3°. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fervilities,  the  emperor  met  with  fome  in- 
ftances of  a  daring  petulance,  and  with  fome  even  of  a  noble  freedom, 
which  he  had  the  difcretion  to  overlook,  or  to  treat  with  affected  re- 
fpecf.     The  defects  of  his  perfon,  he  being  bald,  foul-faeed,  and  bent 

"  T.Kit.  Annal.  lib.  vi.  c.  ii.  3°  Dio.  Caff.  lib.  lviii.  c.  IS. 
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with  agev  were  exhibited  by  actors  on  the  ftage ;  and  the  monfter, 
fo  repreienteo,  it  was  faid,  practifed  in  fecret  the  moil  deteftable  vices ; 
alluding  to  the  manner  in  which  the  emperor  paffed  his  time  at  Ca- 
prex.  But  with  refpect  to' fuch  buffooneries,  he  had  the  difcern- 
ment  to  know,  that  a  ferious  attempt  to  punifh  the  authors,  would 
only  tend  to  confirm  the  application,  and  to  increafe  its  effects. 

Among  the  numbers  that  were  queftioned  as  partners  in  the  guilt 
of  the  late  minifter,  and  of  whom  many  perifhed  by  their  own  hands, 
or  by  that  of  the  executioner,  Marcus  Terentius,  a  Roman  Knight,  had 
the  courage  to  acknowledge  his  guilt,  and  pleaded  his  caufe  in  a  manner 
that  fufpended  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  againfthim.  "  It  were 
"  fafer,  perhaps,  for  me,"  he  faid,  "  to  deny,  than  to  confefs,  my  con- 
"  nection  with  Sejanus.  But  whatever  may  be  the  event,  I  muft 
"  own  that  I  attached,  myfelf  to  that  minifter  ;  that  I  defired  to  be 
"  reckoned  among  his  friends,  and  was  proud  of  this  title.  In  him  I 
"  faw  the  firft  officer  of  the  army,  the  firft  minifter  of  the  State,  and  the 
"  colleague  of  Caefar;  a  powerful  patron,  and  an  irrefiftible  enemy  j 
"  one  whofe  favour  was  preferment  and  honour,  whofe  difpleafure 
u  was  ruin  and  difgrace.  It  was  not  for  me  to  penetrate  the  councils 
"  of  my  prince,  nor  to  decide  on  the  reafons  of  his  conduct.  It  was 
"  my  duty  to  honour  whom  he  honoured  ;  and  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
"  every  thing  elfe,  to  acquit  myfelf  as  a  faithful  fubject,  by  a  perfect 
"  compliance  with  my  fovereign's  will.  Pleafe  to  recollect  the.  period 
"  of  this  minifter's  favour,  as  well  as  of  his  difgrace.  My  conduct 
"  in  both,  and  my  defence,  is  the  fame  with  thofe  of  many  others. 
"  We  adhered  to  him,  while  the  fovereign  commanded  us  to  do  fo  j 
"  we  left  him  the  moment  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  enemy  of  our 
"  prince."  Upon  this  defence,  the  abfurdity  of  punifhing  in  others 
an  error  of  which  the  emperor  himfelf  had  fet  the  example,  fufpended, 
for  a  moment,  the  rage  of  profecution  ;  and  the  prifoner,  with  con- 
tent of  Tiberius,  was  acquitted^. 

An 
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An  officer,  named  Lentulus  Gentulicus,  then  at  the  head  of  zlit 
legions  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  being  fome  time  afterwards  accufed  as  an 
accomplice  with  Sejanus,  had  the  boldnefs  to  write,  that  his  connection 
with  that  minifter  was  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  emperor  himfelf; 
that  the  miftake  was  common  to  both,  and  that  what  was  deemed  in- 
nocent in  one  perfon,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  another, 
"  I  have  hitherto,"  he  faid,  "  been  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  my 
"  truft,  and  mean  to  continue  fo ;   but  the  firft  attempt  to  fuperfede 
"  me,  I  fhall  confider  as  a   warning   to   defend   myfelf.     Matters, 
"  however,  may  remain  in  quiet ;   I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  tliz 
"  emperor  fo  long  as  [  remain  unmolefted."     Tiberius,  now  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  governing  by  his  reputation,  and  by  the  influence  of 
forms    eftablifhed    in  the   reign   of    his    predeceffor   and    his   own, 
did  not  choofe  to  rifk   his  authority  againft  a  perfon,  who,  being  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  had  the  courage  to  hold  fuch  language  ;  and 
affected,   from  this    time  forward,    to  treat  Gentulicus   with  parti- 
cular marks  of  favour  and  refpect 3". 

Others  were  imprifoned,  and  carried  to  execution  in  troops  and 
companies;  and  the  emperor  at  laft,  as  if  tired  with  the  purfuit  of 
offenders  in  detail,  or  in  feparate  divilions,  ordered  the  jails  to  be 
cleared  by  a  general  execution  of  all  perfons  confined  as  accomplices 
in  the  treafon  of  Sejanus.  In  confequence  of  this  order,  numbers 
of  dead  bodies  of  every  fex,  age,  and  condition,  were  cafe  forth  into 
the  ftreets,  and  lying  fcattered  about,  or  collected  in  heaps,  until 
they  began  to  corrupt,  were  thrown  into  the  river  3\ 

Myftery  and  concealment  being  the  favourite  arts  of  Tiberius,  a? 
often  as  he  believed  himfelf  to  be  obferved,  he  became  jealous  of  every 
prying  look,  and  detefted  fuch  perfons  as  feemed  to  be  qualified  to 
diftinguifh  truth  from  appearances.     At  one  time  he  received  in- 

31  Tacit.  Annal.   lib.  ri.  c.  30.  "  IbiJ.  lib.  vi.  <:.  19. 
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B  o  o  K  formers  as  the  moft  acceptable  members  of  his  court ;  at  other  timesr. 
v- — ,~ — r  he  appeared  to  deteft  them  as  perfons  who  had  detected  his  vices, 
and  were  haftening  to  make  them  known-  to  the  world.  During  the 
profecution  of  his  defign  againft  Sejanus,  he  encouraged  his  fpies- 
with  additional  rewards,  and  even  with  public  honours.  But  after. 
he  had  affuaged  his  paffion  in  the  blood  of  fo  many  victims,  he  turned 
his  diftruft  and  averfion  againft  the  inftruments  of  his  cruelties,  and' 
ordered  the  city  to  be  cleared  of  informers  by  a  general  flaughter. 

In  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Senate,  under  the  effects  of  difguft  and 
averfion  to  meafures  which  he  had  purfued  for  his  own  fafety, but  which 
he  found  to  involve  him  in  growing  danger  and  guilt,  he  betrayed  the 
diftraction  and  anguifh  of  his  mind.  "  May  I  perifh,"  he  faid^ 
"  under  evils  ftill  worfe  than  thofe  I  endure,  if  I  know  what  to. 
"  write,  or  what  I  mould  not  write."  Thefe  were  probably  the 
boils,  ulcers,  and  fores,  on  the  body  of  Tiberius,  to  which  Julian 
alludes  "  in  prefenting  him  among  his  Csefars. 

In  the  memoirs  which  this  emperor  kept  of  the  tranfactions  of  his 
reign,  he  ftated  the  difgrace  and  execution  of  Sejanus,  as  a  punifh- 
ment  inflicted  on  him  for  his  cruelties  to  the  family  of  Germanicus; 
and  yet  thefe  cruelties,  which  were  afterwards  carried  to  much 
greater  heights  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  had  been  only  begun  under 
the  influence  of  that  minifter. 

Agrippina,.  with  two  of  her  fons,  Nero  and  Drufus,  had,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Sejanus,  been  taken  into  cuftody,  or  banifhed 
to  fome  of  the  iflands  contiguous  to  the  coaft  of  Italy ;  but  all  of  them 
perifhed  after  the  death  of  Sejanus,  either  by  the  executioner,  or  by 
their  own  hands,  urged  to  defpair  by  the  indignities  they  were  made 
to  fufter. 

The  mother  perifhed  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  ways  in  the  ifland 
Pandateria,  the  place  of  her  exile ;  and  the  eldeft  of  her  two  fons 

'3  Vid.   Cxfars  of  Julian. 
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was  ftarved  to  death  in  one  of  the  fmail  iflands  called  Pontile,  to  which 
he  was  confined. 

The  fecond  fon  periihed  in  the  fame  manner,  fome  time  afterwards 
n  a  prifon  to  which  he  had  been  committed  in  the  palace.  A  diary 
had  been  kept  of  all  the  expreflions  of  impatience  which,  under  this 
confinement,  had  dropt  from  him  during  fome  years  ;  and  the  re- 
proaches which  were  extorted  from  him,  by  his  fufFerings,  were 
ftated  as  the  crimes  for  which  he  fuffered. 

A  third  fon  of  Germanicus  and  Agrippina,  Caius,  better  known 
by  the  name  of  Caligula,  yet  remained,  to  convince  the  Roman 
People,  that  the  fond  expectations  which  are  formed  of  princes  who 
die  prematurely,  are  not  always  well  founded.  This  young  man, 
whether  recommended  to  Tiberius  by  an  early  fympathy  of  their 
characters,  or  merely  overlooked  by  him  on  account  of  his  youth, 
not  only  efcaped  the  perfecutibns  in  which  his  family  was  involved, 
but  was  at  laft  embraced  by  the  emperor  as  a  fupport  to  his  age ; 
and  making  a  part  of  his  court  at  Caprea:,  next  to  Macro,  enjoyed  the 
fecond  place  in  his  favour. 

The  emperor  had  a  grandfon  by  birth  of  the  name  of  Tiberius  ; 
but  Caius,  who  was  his  grandfon  by  adoption,  being  elder,  wa3 
pointed  out  by  this  circumftance  of  feniority,  and  by  the  favour  which 
the  People  ftill  bore  to  the  family  of  Germanicus,  as  heir  apparent  to 
the  empire. 

Caius  was  encouraged  by  the  grandfather,  to  whom  falfehood  ap- 
peared to  be  a  neceffary  ingredient  in  every  tranfa&ion,  to  expect  the 
fucceflion,  while  it  was  really  intended  for  Tiberius.  The  firfirj 
though  not  qualified  by  addrefs  to  extricate  himfelf  from  any  diffi- 
culties, acted,  perhaps  from  mere  infenfibility  or  fear,  the  part  which 
was  fitteft  in  his  place,  and  which  continued  to  render  him  fuffer-1 
able  at  the  court  of  Tiberius.  He  acquiefced  in  the  fate  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  of  his  brothers,  without  uttering  a  fingle  word  of  impa- 
tience 
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BOOK   tience  or  regret,  regulated  his  own  behaviour  by  the  emperor's  looks; 

^ „ '    and  whether  his  countenance  were  gloomy  or  gay,  formed  his  own 

upon  the  fame  model,  carrying,  under  the  afpect  of  extreme  fervility, 
while  a  fubject,  that  deteftable  profligacy  which  rendered  him  after- 
wards fo  cruel  a  tyrant,  and  which  gave  occafion  to  the  famous 
faying,  "  That  his  acceffion  to  the  empire  fpoilt  a  good  flave  to  make 
"  a  deteftable  mailer  3V 

The  accounts  which  are  given  of  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  have  more  the  appearance  of  invective  than  of  hiftory.  Even 
this  hateful  monfter,  it  is  faid,  was  addicted  to  pleafure ;  but  of  fo 
vile  a  kind,  as  to  excite  deteftation  and  loathing,  more  than  to  in- 
creafe  the  indignation  which  is  felt  at  his  cruelties  and  other  crimes. 
His  procurers  had  authority  to  employ  feduction,  money,  and  force  ; 
and,  in  their  endeavours  to  fupply  his  caprice,  fpared  neither  condi- 
tion nor  fex.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  that  a  world,  enlightened  by  the 
reafoii  and  experience  of  fo  many  ages ;  that  citizens,  acquainted  with 
the  character  and  the  rights  tranfmitted  to  them  from  their  anceftors  ; 
that  military  men,  yet  rivalling  the  reputation  of  the  antient  Ro- 
mans, and  having  no  intereft  in  the  horrid  ufe  that  was  made  in  the 
capital  of  the  imperial  and  military  power  which  they  themfelves 
beftowed  and  fupported ;  mould  fubmit  to  be  commanded  for  fo  many 
years  by  a  fuperannuated  monfter,  retired  from  the  world,  and  lup- 
pofed  to  practife  every  fpecies  of  private  abomination,  as  well  as 
of  public  oppreffion. 

In  accounting  for  the  patience  of  the  Romans  under  this  odious 
reign,  we  may  obferve,  that,  in  the  fenfe  of  a  People  who  ftill  re- 
tained the  ferocity  of  their  anceftors,  though  poffeffed  of  few  of  their 
good  qualities,  the  cruelties  which  are  mentioned  had  lefs  effect  than 
they  have  on  our  feelings.     They  were  pra&ifed  chiefly  againft  per- 

3+  Tacit.  Annal.  c.  20. 
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fons,  who,  being  of  the  emperor's  family,  or  raifed  by  himfelf  to  be    c  *?  A  *'• 

objects  of  general  envy,  were  eafily  abandoned  by  the  public  to  his 

will. 

Senators  of  diftinftion  at  Rome,  having  no  protection  to  expect 
from  the  populace,  by  whom  they  were  hated,  from  the  troops  who 
were  jealous  of  them,  or  from  their  own  order,  who  were  long 
fince  ftript  of  every  remnant  of  real  power,  were  abandoned  to  the 
mercy  of  the  tyrant.  The  followers  of  his  own  court  at  Caprese, 
amongft  whom  the  executioner  made  a  principal  perfonage,  were 
ftill  more  in  his  power.  They  were  commonly  executed  in  prefence 
of  the  emperor  himfelf,  who  affifted  in  the  refinements  of  cruelty 
which  were  practiied  againft  them.  It  was  a  favourite  fport  to  throw 
thofe,  whom  he  doomed  to  deftruction,  from  a  precipice  into  the  fea, 
where  they  were  received  by  a  party  from  the  galleys,  who,  with 
boat-hooks  and  oars,  difpatched  fuch  as  were  otherwife  likely  to  efcape. 

After  fuch  an  account  of  the  character  of  this  emperor,  it  is  pain- 
ful, in  accounting  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  government,  to  acknowledge 
that  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability ;  and  that,  while  he  in- 
dulged his  paffions  in  the  capital,  or  at  his  own  court,  yet  in  the  pro- 
vinces, where  the  confequences  of  an  error  might  have  been  fatal  or 
dangerous  to  his  power,  he  held  the  reins  with  a  fteady  and  a  well- 
directed  hand.  Having  pofferfion  of  the  empire  by  means  of  the 
army,  he  maintained  his  authority  over  this  order  of  men  by  a  well- 
placed  application  of  difcipline;  not  by  any  extraordinary  indulgence, 
or  bounty,  which  often  corrupt,  and  render  ungovernable,  thofe  whom 
they  are  intended  to  gain.  On  this  fubject,  it  is  obferved  that  he 
never  made  any  general  donation  befide  that  of  doubling  the  legacy 
which  Auguftus  had  bequeathed  to  the  troops  ;  and  no  particular 
one,  befides  thofe  which  he  made  to  the  Praetorian  bands  to  fecure  their 
acquiefcence  in  the  fate  of  Sejanus  ;  and  to  the  legions  of  the  Eaft,  as  a 
reward  for  their  not  having  paid,  to  this  favourite,. in  the  height  of  his 

power.,. 
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power,  the  honours  which  were  done  to  him  hy  all  the  other 
.armies  of  the  .empire 3S.  He  preferved  his  authority  in  the  pro- 
vinces by  a  jealous  infpeclion  of  thofe  who  were  intrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  his  affairs;  and  in  this  was,  no  doubt,  great- 
ly affifted  by  his  indifference  to  perfonal  friendfhips,  which,  in 
princes  better  difpofed  than  himfelf,  have  often  the  effect  of  per- 
nicious predilections  and  partialities.  He  checked  all  attempts 
at.confpiracies,  by  the  impreffion  he  gave  of  his  vigilance,  and  by 
.the  mutual  diftruft  with  which  he  infpired  his  enemies,  making  their 
treachery  to  each  other,  the  road  to  preferments,  honours,  and 
wealth. 

The  ordinary  rotation  and  fucceffion  to  office  and  command,  which 
Auguftus,  in  continuation  of  the  republican  forms,  had  ftill  main- 
tained, Tiberius,  by  a  very  natural  tendency  of  the  monarchical 
fpirit,  in  a  great  meafure,  or  entirely,  abolifhecL  Such  officers  as 
were  fuccefsful  in  keeping  the  peace  of  their  provinces,  he  generally 
continued  for  many  years,  and  fometimes  for  life.  He  avoided,  ac 
much  as  poffible,  the  neceffity  of  employing,  at  the  head  of  armies, 
men  of  enterprife,  forward  ambition,  or  even  fuperior  capacity.  He 
left  the  dilbrders,  or  troubles,  that  arofe  in  any  diftant  province,  to  the 
.effecl:  of  time,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  employ,  in  repreffing  them, 
men  who  were  likely  to  eclipfe  his  own  glory,  or  to  awaken  his  jea- 
loufy.  But  as  fuch  men  were  likely  ill  to  endure  the  ftate  of  obfcu- 
rity  in  which  they  were  kept,  he  foothed  their  difcontents,  fome- 
times, by  flattering  them  with  extraordinary  honours.  He  named 
them  for  ftations  of  high  command  ;  but  ftill  under  various  pretences 
detained  them  at  Rome,  where  they  were  allowed  to  appear  with  the 
enfigns  of  their  public  character,  but  never  to  enter  on  the  poffei- 
fion  of  its  powers, 

35  In  the  armies  of  the  Weft,  the  effigy  of  Sejanus  was  carried  with  the  colours,  or  en. 
figns  of  the  legion. 

To 
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To  thefe.  particulars  we  may  join  the  advantages  which  Tiberius 
enjoyed  by  fucceeding  to  Auguftus,  whofe  long  and  well-regulated 
government  had  left,  throughout  the  empire,  habits  of  lubmiflion 
and  obedience,  which  could  not  be  fhaken  by  offences  committed 
within  the  verge  of  the  court,  or  in  the  capital,  and  againft  parti- 
cular defcriptions  of  men,  in  whom  the  empire  at  large  took  little 
concern. 

The  ordinary  refidence  of  this  emperor,  during  eleven  years  in  the 
later  period  of  his  reign,  was  in  the  ifland  of  Caprea;.  This  he  had 
chofen  as  a  place  of  fecurity  againft  any  hidden  attempts  which  might 
be  made  on  his  life.  He  neverthelefs  naiJ  cccafional  vifits  to  the 
continent  of  Italy,  and  made  fome  ftay  at  his  villas  fi  mated  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country.  In  changing  his  abode,  he  kept  the  city 
©f  Rome  in  continual  dread  of  his  approach,  fometimes  preferr- 
ed himfelf  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  in  the  fuburbs,  but 
never  entered  the  gates.  At  one  time,  he  came  by  water  to  the  gar- 
dens of  the  Naumachia,  and,  feeling  himfelf  incommoded  by  the  con- 
courfe  of  people,  placed  guards  to  keep  them  at  a  diftance,  and  foon 
after  withdrew ;  at  another  time,  in  the  laft  years  of  his  reign,  he 
advanced  to  the  feventh  mile-ftone,  and  was  in  the  fight  of  the  battle- 
ments, but  proceeded  no  farther.  Being  fenfible  of  his  decline  and 
approaching  diffolution,  he  undertook  thefe  journeys  to  keep  the  Ro- 
mans in  awe,  and  to  check  the  hopes  they  were  apt  to  entertain  of 
an  approaching  deliverance  from  his  tyranny.  From  the  fame  mo- 
tives, he  prohibited  the  refort  of  the  .People  to  fuppofed  oracles 
which  he  knew  to  be  confulted  with  refpecl  to  the  profpect  of  his 
own  deceafe,  and  forbade  all  intercourse  with  aftrologers  and  magi- 
cians, a  clafs  of  men,  in  whofe  fkill  he  himfelf,  though  a  contemner 
of  the  eftabliihed  fuperftition,  had  much  faith. 

On  the  approach  of  death,  Tiberius,  feeling  his  ftrength  rapidly 
*lccline,  ftrove   to  amufe  the  public  with  another  voyage,  in  which 

Vol.  III.  4  B  he 
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BOOK  he  once  more  pretended  an  intention  to  vifit  Rome  ;  and  being  at- 
tended by  Caius,  by  Macro,  and  by  his  ufual  retinue  of  guards  and 
parafites,  he  crofTed  the  bay  of  Baise,  to  the  head-land  of  Mifenum, 
where  he  pofTeffed  a  villa  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Lucullus. 
At  this  place  one  of  his  phyficians,  under  pretence  of  taking  his 
leave  for  fome  days,  preiTed  his  hand,  and  took  an  opportunity  to 
feel  his  pulfe.  From  this  ftolen  obfervation,  it  is  faid,  that  he  ven- 
tured to  inform  Caius  and  Macro,  that  the  emperor  could  not  furvive 
many  days. 

Tiberius  being  led  by  fome  appearances  to  penetrate  their  thoughts, 
or  wifhing  to  conceal  the  real  ftate  of  his  health,  took  his  place,  as 
ufual,  at  table,  affected  to  prolong  the  entertainment,  and  addreffed 
himfelf,  at  parting,  with  fome  particular  words  of  attention  to  every 
gueft  :  but  after  an  effort  of  this  fort,  being  retired  to  his  apartment,. 
he  fainted  away,  and  lay  on  his  bed  for  dead.  The  report  imme- 
diately ran  from  one  end  of  the  villa  to  the  other.  All  the  officers 
of  the  guards  in  attendance,  and  all  the  members  and  followers  of  the 
court,  repaired  to  Caius  with  congratulations  on  his  fuppofed  acceffion 
to  the  empire.  But  while  they  were  thus  employed  in  paying  their 
addreffes  to  the  fucceffor,  a  fervant  arrived,  and,  in  great  consterna- 
tion, announced  that  the  emperor  was  revived,  and  called  for  affift- 
ance.  The  company,  in  a  moment,  was  difperfed  ;  and  Caius,  with 
extreme  terror,  faw  the  ruin  which  threatened  him  for  his  premature 
acceptance  of  the  court  that  was  paid  to  him.  But  Macro  retained 
his  prefence  of  mind,  and  put  a  fudden  flop  to  the  feeble  efforts  of 
returning  life  in  Tiberius,  by  gathering  up  the  coverlet  of  his  bed,  fo 
as  to  flop  his  breath  until  he  was  fuffocated.. 


OF   THE    ROMAN   REPUBLIC. 


355 


CHAP.    VII. 

BucceJJlon  of  Cat  us  to  the  Empire. The  frf  Appearances  of  his 

Reign. Conclufon  of  the  Hlflory. Obfervatlons  on  the  Sequel. 

-■     ■■  Acceffwn  of  the  Flavian  Eamlly. Vlcljfit  udes  of  Char  abler 

in  the  Emperors. Sources  of  Degradation  In  the  Imperial  Efla- 

bllfloment. Its  Prefervatives. Its  real  and  continual,  though 

almof  bifenfble,  Decline. 


T 


IBERIUS  died  in  the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  in    CHAP, 


the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reign.  By  this  event  the  Impe- 
rial throne,  for  the  firft  time  fince  its  eftablifhment,  became  actually 
vacant.  Men  were  left  to  form  their  conjectures  of  what  was  likely 
to  happen,  or,  without  any  eftabliihed  rule  of  fucceflion,  to  form  their 
judgment  of  what  was  proper  to  be  done  on  this  emergency.  Every 
queftion  relating  to  the  fuccefhon  had  been  prevented  at  the  demife 
of  Auguftus,  by  his  having  aflbciated  Tiberius  in  the  government,  a 
precaution  by  which  the  fucceflbr,  inflead  of  being  left  to  rely  on  a 
controvertible  title,  was  put  in  actual  pofleffion  of  the  fovereignty. 
It  is  likely  that  Tiberius  would  have  followed  this  example,  if  his 
grandfon  by  birth,  for  whom  he  intended  the  empire,  had  been  of 
a  proper  age  to  arTume  the  government ;  but  this  young  man  was 
no  more  than  feventeen  years  of  age,  while  Caius,  the  grandfon  by 
adoption,  was  already  five-and-twenty,  had  the  better  pretenfion,  and 
was  fupported  by  the  favour  of  the  Roman  People.  " 

In  thefe  circumftances,  the  dying  emperor  thought  it  dangerous  to 
declare  for  his  grandfon  ;  but  fecretly  drew  up  a  will  in  his  favour, 
of  which  he  carefully  lodged  many  copies,  while  he  made  the  world 

4  B  2  believe, 
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E  o  o  K    believe,  that  he  intended  the  fucceflion  for  Caius.     In  this  act  of  du- 
VI.  .  . 

„ -*    plicity  he  had  concealed  his  real  intentions,  even  from  Macro,  the 

commander  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  on  whom  the  execution  of  his 

purpofe  chiefly  depended  ;  and  by  thefe  means  rendered  it  entirely 

abortive. 

Macro,  having  been  for  fome  time  paft  in  actual  concert  with 
Caius  on  the  meafures  that  were  neceflary  to  fecure  the  fucceflion  ; 
and  both  being  equally  furprifed  to  find,  at  the  demife  of  Tiberius, 
a  formal  conveyance  of  the  fovereignty  in  a  different  channel,  their 
firlt  intention  was  to  cancel  this  deed  ;  but  they  foon  found,  that 
the  teftator  had  made  fo  many  copies  of  his  will,  and  lodged  them'  fo 
fecurely,  as  to  render  their  defign  impracticable.  It  was  determined, 
therefore,  as  more  advifeable,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Senate,  and' 
to  obtain  an  act,  founded  on  a  fuppofed  right  of  feniority,  pre- 
ferring Caius  to  the  throne  of  Caefar. 

By  fuch  an  acknowledgment  of  right,  the  monarchy  gained  a  new 
advantage,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  greatefl:  of  which  it  was  then 
fufceptible,  that  fome  rule  of  inheritance  fhould  be  followed  to  pre- 
vent the  ruinous  contefls  which  arife  from  an  elective  or  difputed 
fucceflion,  and  to  give,  if  poffible,  together  with  a  permanent  right 
of  the  fovereign  to  his  high  eftate,  a  correfponding  right  of  every 
citizen  to  his  rank,  to  his  privilege,  and  to  his  property. 

By  this  declaration  in  favour  of  Caius,  it  feemed  to  be  admitted, 
that  men  were  to  look  for  a  fucceflbr  to  the  empire  in  the  perfon  who 
ftood  foremoft,  by  birth  or  adoption,  in  the  family  of  Cadar;  and  the 
eftabhihment  of  the  monarchy  appeared  to  be  complete.  The  titles  of 
Emperor  and  Prince',  or  head  of  the  army  and  of  the  Senate,  under 
which  Auguflus  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  extent  of  his  ufurpation, 
came,  in  the  courfe  of  his  own  and  the  fucceedingreign,to  fignify  what,. 

1  Imperator  &  Prir.ceps. 
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among  the  defignations   of  fovereignty   and  imperial  power,    they    C  H  A  p. 

\  ir. 

now  actually  import,  and  what,  through  a  race  of  men,  bleffed  ' — -v — — * 
with  virtuous  or  moderate  difpohtions,  might,  as  in  other  in- 
ftances,  have  paffed  by  hereditary  fucceflion  to  a  very  diftant  pofte- 
rity ;  but  in  the  perfons  who  immediately  fucceeded  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  tranfmifhon  of  this  inheritance  was  accompanied  with 
much  violence  and  frequent  interruption, 

Notwithftanding  the  acknowledgment  now  made  in  favour  of 
hereditary  right,  the  example  of  a  formal  resignation  and  refump- 
tion  of  the  fovereignty,  fet  by  Auguftus,  and  repeated  by  Tiberius,.      > 

- 

had  entailed  a  kind,  of  farce  on  the  empire,  to  be  acted,  not  only  at 
the  acceffion  of  fucceffive  mafters,  but  in  the  fame  reign,  at  every  period 
of  ten  years.  At  every  fuch  period  the  appointment  of  an  emperor 
was  fuppofed  to  be  renewed :  the  occafion  was  attended  with  much 
folemnity,  and  the  celebration  of  a  great  feftival  *  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  People. 

Caius,  therefore,  while  he  was  far  from  admitting  any  doubt  of 
his  right  to  the  fovereignty,  neverthelefs,  mimicked  the  caution  or 
artifice  with  which  Auguftus  and  Tiberius  proceeded  to  affume  the 
reins  of  government.  He  repeated  the  fame  profeffions  of  refpect 
and  of  zeal  for  the  commonwealth,  the  fame  expreffions  of  perfonal 
modefty,  the  fame  unwillingnefs  to  undertake  the  government,  the 
fame  reluctant  compliance  with  the  prefling  requefts  of  the  Senate 
and  People,  the  fame  affectation  of  filial  piety  to  his  predecefTor,  and 
of  indulgence  or  candour  to  thofe  who  had,  in  any  way,  obftructed 
his  own  advancement.  It  was  become  the  fafhion  to  affect  deftroy- 
ing  all  papers  and  records,  from  which  any  one  could  fear  to  have 
matter  of  accufation  brought  againft  him  j  but  it  waa  become  the 
practice  to  preferve  them  with  great  care, 

*■  The  Decennalia, 
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Whi'e  the  new  emperor  paffed  from  Mifenum  to  Rome,  he  was 
attended  on  the  highways  by  incredible  numbers  of  people,  who, 
animated  by  the  affection  which  they  bore  to  his  father  Germanicus, 
and  by  the  hopes  of  exchanging  a  cruel  and  jealous  tyrant  for  a 
youth  of  a  noble  and  virtuous  extraction,  received  him  with  acclama- 
tions of  joy,  calling  him  their  propitious  ftar,  the  child  and  the  nurfling 
of  the  Roman  People,  and  bellowing  upon  him  every  other  appellation 
of  fondnefs  and  refpect.  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  doubted,  as  his  mind  was 
then  elated  with  joy,  for  his  deliverance  from  the  infidious  and  cruel 
jealoufy  of  his  predeceflbr,  and  moved  by  the  affection  and  cor- 
diality with  which  his  fucceffion  was  acknowledged  by  all  orders  of 
men,  that  he  mufl  have  felt  a  real,  however  temporary,  gleam  of 
good  will  and  affection  to  mankind.  When  ofEcioufly  told  of  fome 
offences  which  had  been  committed  againfl  his  perfon  or  his  preten- 
fions,  he  faid,  "  That  he  had  done  nothing  to  merit  the  hatred  of 
*'  any  one,  and  fhould  be  deaf  to  the  whifpers  of  informers  or  fpies." 
Affecting  to  follow  the  impulfe  of  his  own  filial  piety,  and  to 
be  moved  by  the  affectionate  fympathy  of  the  Roman  People,  he 
haftened  to  the  ifland  of  Pandateria,  where  his  mother  Agrippina 
had  fuffered  fo  long  a  confinement  under  the  tyranny  of  Tiberius, 
raked  up  the  afhes  of  her  funeral  pile,  embraced  her  remains,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  carried  with  great  orientation  to  Rome.  Although 
decency  required  him  to  obferve  the  forms,  and  to  carry  the  afpect 
of  mourning  for  his  late  adoptive  father  and  predeceflbr,  he  com- 
plied with  what  he  knew  to  be  the  wifhes  of  the  Roman  People, 
affecting  to  reverfe  many  orders  that  were  eflabliflied  in  the  admi- 
niflration  and  policy  of  the  preceding  reign. 

Here  then,  if  not  before,  we  may  date  the  final  and  irretrievable 
extinction  of  the  Roman  republic,  not  only  in  the  fubverfion  of  its 
own  inftitutions,  and  in  the  actual  fubflitution  of  different  forms, 
but  in  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right  which  made  the  fucceffion  to 

imperial 
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imperial  power  hereditary,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  it  far  beyond  c  H '■&  p* 
what  was  confident  with  the  prerogatives  formerly  enjoyed  by  the 
Senate  and  People  of  Rome.  At  this  termination,  therefore,  of  the 
Roman  republic,  agreeably  to  the  defign  of  this  hiflory,  the  narration 
mud  ceafe  or  conclude,  with  a  very  general  view  of  what  befel  the  em- 
pire in  the  fuccefTion  of  mafters,  and  in  the  refult  of  its  own  greatnefs. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  appearances  which  prefented  them- 
felves  at  the  acceffion  of  Caius,  he  not  having,  either  in  his  underdand- 
ing  or  dilpoiitions,  the  permanent  foundation  of  any  good  character,  his 
perfonal  vices  foon  broke  out  in  one  of  the  moft  brutal  and  fanguinary 
tyrannies  of  which  there  is  any  example  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
Having  no  choice  of  amufement  above  that  of  the  lowed  people,  he 
foon  plunged,  together  with  them,  into  every  fpecies  of  diffipatiou 
and  debauchery  ;  remained  whole  days  and  nights  in  the  theatres  and 
in  the  circus,  entertained  with  the  fights  of  gladiators,  the  baiting 
of  wild  beads,  and  all  the  other  fpecies  of  fliows,  of  which  the 
Romans,  once  a  warlike  people,  now  a  corrupted  populace,  were 
fo  immoderately  fond. 

Ambitious  citizens  under  the  republic,  and  even  the  late  emperors, 
with  their  court,  had  occafionally  given  their  attendance  at  fuch  en- 
tertainments, more  to  pleafe  the  humour  of  the  populace  than  to 
gratify  their  own :  but  this  emperor  himfelf,  in  refpecl  to  the  qua- 
lities of  his  mind,  was  to  be  ranked  with  the  lowed  of  the  vulgar.. 
He  confidered  the  circus  as  the  principal  fcene  of  his  glory,  and  the 
number  of  fhows  he  could  procure  as  the  meafure  of  his  greatnefs. 
That  the  fcenes  might  not  be  interrupted,  or  the  fpectators  be  obliged 
to  retire  to  their  meals,  he  fed  them  in  the  theatre.  He  promoted 
perfons  to  offices  of  State,  or  marked  them  out  for  difgrace  or  ruin^ 
according  to  the  ardour  or  indifference  which  they  feemed  to  have 
for  thefe  entertainments.  In  the  degree  of  extravagance  to  which 
he  carried  this  matter,  he  incurred  an  immoderate  expence ;  and,; 
4  befides 
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B  o  O  K  befides  applying  to  this  purpofe  die  ordinary  revenue  of  the  empire, 
fquandered,  within  the  year,  a  faving  of  about  two-and-twenty 
millions  fterling,  left  in  the  treafury  by  his  predcceffor. 

In  the  fequel  of  thefe  vile  mifapplications   of  time,  the  fatiety  he 
experienced  led  him  to  indulge  himfelf  in  the  mod  fcandalous  and 
offenfive  debauch.     A  fenfe  of  the  public  hatred  or  contempt  which 
he  incurred,  galled  him  with  jealoufy  and  diitruit ;  and  thefe  paffions 
.  foon  ripened  into  a  general  enmity  to  mankind.     Every  fpecies  of 
.brutal  indulgence,  qualified  with  the  name  of  pleafure  ;   deliberate 
murders,    under  the  pretence  of  the  execution  of  juftice,    ordered 
without  any  formalities  of  trial,  perpetrated  in  his  own  prefence,  and 
.  attended  with  exprefhons  of  infult  and  fcorn  from  himfelf,  make  up 
the  fequel  of  a  reign -which  began  with  fome  profeffions  and  propi- 
tious appearances  of  moderation  and  regard  to-  the  opinion  of  the 
world.     But  the  degree  to  which  human  nature  itfelf  was  difgraced 
and  infulted,  in  thefe  deteftable  abufes  of  power,  haftened  an  attempt 
to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  dominion  of  this  monfter.     He  fell  in 
about  three  years  after  he  began  to   reign,  in  one  of  the  pafTages 
vof  his  own  palace,  by  the  hands  of  Chserea,  an  officer  of  his  guard, 
who,  without  any  intention  to   fupplant  or  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
empire,  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  his  life. 

The  Senate,  for  a  few  hours  after  this  event,  flattered  themfelves 
in  the  belief  that  the  government  had  devolved  on  themfelves  ;  and 
Chasrea,  by  whofe  hands  the  tyrant  had  fallen,  fondly  wifhed  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  republic;  but  .the  Praetorian  bands  thought  them- 
felves intitled  to  diipofe  of  the  empire.  Before  their  officers  had 
taken  any  meafures  for  tliis  purpofe,  a  few  flraggling  foldiers  per- 
vading the  courts  and  xeceffes  of  the  palace,  feized  upon  Claudius, 
the  brother  of  Cermanicus,  and  uncle  of  Caligula,  who,  as  a  changeling 
devoid  of  ordinary  underftanding,  had  been  long  neglected  or  over- 
looked in  the  palace.  This  being  the  perfon  who  feemed,  by  his  relation 

to 
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to  the  late  emperors,  to  have  the  beft  claim  to  the  name  and  fuccefilon    CHAP. 

of  the    Cscfarian    or   Ciaudian    families,   they  railed    him  on    their 

{houlders,  yet  trembling  with  fear,  left  he  mould  be  involved  in  the 

fate  of  his  kinfinan  Caligula,  and   haftening  with  their  burden  to 

the  fortrefs  or  barrack,  were  received  by  their  companions  with  fhouts 

and  acclamations,  which  announced  to  the  Senate  and  the  People 

that  a  fucceffor  was  given  to  the  throne  of  Casfar. 

The  inactivity  of  this  new  fovereign  might  have  furnifhed  the 
wen  1  at  leaft  an  innocent  mafter,  if  his  want  of  capacity  could 

have  been  fupplied  without  committing  his  power  into  hands  equally 
diipofed  to  abufe  it  with  the  worft  of  his  predecefTors.  Fit  only 
to  be  a  pageant  in  the  ceremonies  of  a  court,  or  a  tool  to  be 
employed  by  thofe  who  got  pofTerRon  of  him,  he  came  at  laft 
into  the  hands  of  the  fecond  Agrippina,  the  daughter  of  Ger- 
manicus,  and  fifter  of  Caligula,  who,*  though  his  niece,  became  his 
wife,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  adopt  the  young  Domitius  Aheno- 
barbus,  her  fon  by  a  former  hufband ;  and  by  thefe'  means  made  way 
for- his  fuccefTion  to  the  empire  under  the  appellation  of  Nero. 
•  This  impetuous,  fevere,  and  profligate  woman,  equally  ardent  in 
the  acquilition  as  in  the  abufe  of  power,  miftook,  for  parental  af- 
fection, the  earned  paffion  with  which  fhe  wifhed  to  govern  in  the 
name  of  her  fon,  Having  ability  enough,  however,  where  fhe  was 
not  mifled  by  her  paffions,  to  diftinguifh  the  proper  instruments  of 
government,  fhe  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him,  in  the  tutory  of 
Burhus,  who  was  placed  by  her  means  at  the  head  of  the  Praetorian 
bands,  and  of  Seneca,  who  was  by  her  means  likewife  recalled  from 
banifhment  to  'his  place  in  the  Senate,  the  moft  able  or  fpecious 
direction  which  the  tirp.es  could  afford. 

Nero  acting  for  fome  time  what  Burhus  fuggefted,  and  fpeaking 
what  Seneca  dictated,  appeared  to  be  a  prodigy  of  wifdom  and  in- 
genuity.     But  his   own  perfonal  difpofition,  making   its  way  in   a 

Vol.  III.  4  C  little 
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B  %9  K    ntt^e  iime  through  the  mafic  of  fayings  and  of  actions  which  were  not 

* v—^j   bis  own,  gave  fufficient  evidence,  that  the  circumftance  of  having 

been  the  mere  puppet,  though  actuated  by  the  moll  able  and  inge- 
nious hands,  does  not  beflow  ingenuity  or  ability,  and  that  a  di- 
rection, however  wife,  received  from  others  without  difcernment  or 
knowledge  of  its  value,  cannot  carry  to  the  mind  of  thofe  who 
iubmit  to  it  the  character  of  wifdom. 

The  name  of  Nero,  after  the  perfon  who  bore  it  had,  during  a  few 
years  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  been  fuppofed  the  model  of  royal  and 
philofophic  virtue  3,  has  become  proverbial  for  caprice,  folly,  brutality, 
infolence,  and  cruelty.  To  the  contempt  of  his  fubjects  he  at  lad 
joined  a  contempt  of  that  very  dignity  to  which  he  himfelf  was 
raifed  as  fovereign  of  fo  great  an  empire.  Having  a  talent  fcr 
mufic,  he  became,  or  believed  himfelf  to  be,  a  diftinguifhed  per- 
former, exhibited  his  fkiil  on  the.  public  theatres,  and  travelled 
through  Greece  in  the  character  of  an  artift,.  to  receive  the  applaufcs 
of  a  people  fuppofed  to  excel  in  difcernment  and  tafte. 

The  contempt  which  Nero  incurred  in  quitting  the  character  of 
Sovereign  for  that  of  Mufician,  became  more  fatal  to  him  than  the 
general  deteftation  which  he  had  formerly  excited.  A  revolt  which 
took  place  at  firft  in  Gaul,  was  followed  by  a  defection  of  all  the 
armies -of-  the  empire,  and  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  of  quitting-, 
together  with  his  life,  a  fituation  of  which  he  proved  fo  unworthy. 
Next  to  the  fears  which  affailed  him  on  the  profpect  of  death,  he  was 
moft  affected,  it  is  faid,  with  furprife,  that  the  world  could  fubmit  to 
lofe  the  hand  of  fo  great  a  performer. 

Such  then,,  in  the  firft-  period  of  this  monarchy,  was  the  progrefa 
of  a  fovereignty  erected  by  the  Cadars  with  fo  much  violence,  blood-? 
ihed,  and-  criminal  addrefs.     According  to  our  ideas  of  inheritance> 

'  The  quinquennium-  Neronis,  wa;  a  proverbial  expreflion  for  what  promifed  well,  bat 
turned  out  etherwife, 

the 
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uj 


the  fucceffion  did   not  once   take  place   in  the  family   of  the   firH    C  H  A  P, 

- .  .  vir. 

founder,  but  was  pieced  out   by  continual  adoptions  from  the  Oc-    v.—^— ^ 
tavian,  the  Claudian,  and,  laft  of  all,  from  the  Domitiau  family. 

The  reign  of  Auguftus  has  been  generally  applauded,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  a  model  for  thofe,  who  wifh  to  govern  with  the  lead 
pofiible  oppofition  or  obftruction  to  their  power.  It  may  ferve  like- 
wife  as  a  caution  to  thofe,  who  need  to  be  told  under  what  difgulfe  the 
moft  deteftable  tyranny  will  fometimes  approach  mankind.  The  wary 
defign  which  marked  the  character  of  Auguftus,  was  followed  by 
worfe  principles  in  the  breafts  of  thofe  who  fucceeded  him ;  and 
the  dominion  he  eftablifhed,  merely  to  fubject  the  empire  to  his  own 
power,  without  any  difpofition  to  abufe  it,  became,  in  the  fequel, 
an  inftrument  of  the  vileft  tyranny,  and  brought  upon  the  public 
ftage  of  the  world  actors,  whom  their  difpofitions  and  characters 
mufl  otherwife  have  condemned  to  obfcurity,  or  expofed  as  a  dif- 
grace  and  a  blemifh  to  human  nature. 

The  manners  of  the  Imperial  court,  and  the  conduct  of  fucceeding 
emperors,  will  fcarcely  gain  credit  with  thofe  who  eftimate  proba- 
bilities from  the  ftandard  of  modern  times.  But  the  Romans  were 
capable  of  much  greater  extremes  than  we  are  acquainted  with. 
They  retained,  through  all  the  fteps  of  the  revolution  which  they 
had  undergone,  their  ferocity  entire,  without  poffefTmg,  along  with 
it,  any  of  thofe  better  qualities,  which,  under  the  republic,  had 
directed  their  courage  to  noble,  at  leafl  to  great  and  national, 
purpofes. 

Auguftus  had  eftablifhed  the  military  government  with  great 
caution,  and  even  affected  the  appearances  of  a  citizen,  while  he 
fecured  all  the  powers  of  a  mafter.  His  fucceffbrs  retained  in  public 
the  fame  familiarity  of  manners,  without  the  fame  guard  againft  its 
abufes,  and  affected  to  be  popular  in  the  city  and  in  the  camp,  with- 
out the  circumfpection  which  preferved  the  firft;  emperor  from  the 

4  C   2  contagion 
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B  o^o  k    contagion  of  mean  and  degrading  examples.     The  State  itfelf  was 

v — ^    iuft  emerged  from  democracy,  in  which  the  pi  ctenfions  to   equality 

checked  the  ordinary  ufes  which,  under  monarchies,  are  made  of 
fortune  and  fuperior  condition.  The  diftin&ions  of  royalty,  and  with 
thefe  the  proprieties  of  behaviour,  in  high  rank,  were  unknown. 
An  attempt  at  elegant  magnificence  and  courtly  referve,  which,  in 
eitablifhed  monarchies,  makes  a  part  of  the  royal  ftate,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fupport  of  its  dignity,  were  avoided  in  this  fallen  republic, 
as  more  likely  to  excite  envy  and  hatred,  than  deference  or  refpec~t. 

The  Roman  emperors,  perhaps,  in  point  of  expence,  both  public 
and  private,  exceeded  every  other  fovereign  of  the  world  ;  but  their 
public  expences  conlifted  in  the  exhibition  of  ihows  and  entertain- 
ments, in  which  they  admitted  the  meaneft  of  the  people  to  partake 
with  themfelves.  Their  perfonal  expences  confided  not  fo  much  in 
the  orientation  of  elegance  or  refined  pleafure,  as  in  a  ferious  attempt 
to  improve  fenfuality  into  a  continual  fource  of  enjoyment ;  and 
their  pleafures  confifted,  of  confequence,  in  the  exceffes  of  a  brutal 
and  retired  debauch.  This  debauch  was  fupported  by  continual  en-, 
deavours  to  excite  fatiated  appetite,  to  prolong  its  gratifications,  and 
to  fupply  the  defects  of  mere  animal  pleafure,  with  conceits  of  fancy 
and  efforts  of  buiioonery  or  low  humour. 

The  manners  of  imperial  Rome  are  thus  defcribed  in  the  remains 
of  a  fatire  4,  as  elegant  in  the  ftyle,  as  it  is  grofs  and  difgufting  in  the 
matter,  and  which  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  juft  in  the  general  repre- 
fentation,  whatever  we  may  think  of  its  application  to  any  of  the 
princes  whofe  names  and  fucceffion  have  been  mentioned  \ 

Although  it  would  be  abfurd  to  imagine  fuch  a  fatire  levelled  at  the 
corruptions  of  a  modern  court,  whofe  principal  weaknefs  js  vanity, 

4  That  of  Fetromus. 

5  Mr.  Voltaire  has  with  contempt  rejected  its  fuppofed  application  to   the  manners  of  a 
conrt. 

!  and 
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and  whofe   luxury   confifts  in  orientation  ;   we  muft  not  therefore    c  H  A  p- 

rejedt  every  fuppofed  application  of  it  to  the  pollutions  of  a  Roman   <— — v > 

barrack,  or,  what  nearly  refembled  a  barrack,  the  recefTes  of  a 
Roman  palace,  where  the  human  blood  that  was  ffied  in  fport,  was 
fometimes  mixed  with  the  wine  that  was  fpilt  in  debauch  6.  The 
reprefentations  of  Petronius  may  be  applied,  in  fome  parts,  to  the 
court  of  Tiberius  and  Claudius,  more  properly  than  to  that  of  Cali- 
gula or  Nero,  or  may  have  been  a  general  fatire  levelled  at  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  times,  without  any  fuch  application,  But  with  re- 
fpect  to  one  or  other  of  thofe  emperors,  every  part  in  the '  feaft  of 
Tremalchio  may  have  been  a  genuine,  though  difguifed  picture. 

Even  in  the  court  of  the  ibber  Auguftus,  pleafure  was  but  another 
name  for  debauch,  Love  was  no  more  than  the  ebullition  of  tem- 
perament, without  the  allurements  of  elegance,  or  the  feduction  of 
affe&ion  or  paffion.  In  the  licence  of  the  fexes,  both  of  them  alike 
reforted  to  the  places  of  public  debauch.  Women  of  the  higheft  rank 
affected  the  manners  of  proftitutes,  and,  to  realize  the  evidence  of 
their  victories,  collected  the  ordinary  rewards  of  proftitution.  Such 
was  the  debaueh  for  which  Julia,  the  daughter  of  Auguftus,  was 
infamous,  and  in  which  fhe  exhibited,  as  has  been  obferved,  not  the 
weaknefs  of  a  mind  milled  by  paffion,  or  feduced  by  fome  partial  af- 
fection, but  the  grofs  excefs  of  an  appetite  unacquainted  with  decency  " 
and  above  reftraint. 

In  this  ftate  of  manners  the  firft  fucceffors  of  Csefar,  not  having  the 
habits  of  a  courtly  decorum  to  preferve  them  from  the  contagion  of  mean 
and  degrading  vices,  and  not  confidering  their  own  elevation  as  any 
Other  than  a  mere  port  of  advantage,  from  which  they  could  indulge 
every  caprice  with  impunity,  after  a  few  attempts  in  the  beginning 
of  a  reign  to  prejudice  the  world  in  their  favour,  plunged  into  every 

'  The  Romans  had  combats  of  gladiators  exhibited  while  they  were  at  table. 

fpecieS 
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BOOK  fpecies  of  excefs,  that  a  vile  difpofition,  fet  free  from  reftraint,  and 
exafperated  by  the  fenfe  of  general  averfion,  could  incur.  Perfons 
inclined  to  this  courfe  generally  proceed  in  their  vices,  until  they 
meet  with  fome  obftacle  which  neceflity  or  fear  prefents  to  them,  and 
where  they  meet  with  no  fuch  obftacle,  they  preferve  no  bounds. 

A  perfect  freedom  from  all  external  reftraint  would  be  fufficiently 
dangerous  for  perfons  of  the  beft  difpofitions ;  but  to  thofe  who  are 
curft  with  the  worft,  fuch  a  freedom  from  reftraint  would  be  accom- 
panied with  certain  ruin.  It  is  indeed  nowhere  to  be  found ;  but 
the  firft  fucceflbrs  of  Casfar  flattered  themfelves  that  they  had  found 
it ;  and  as  they  fupported  the  firft  offences  which  they  committed 
againft  the  rules  of  propriety,  by  fetting  reafon  itfelf  and  the  fenfe 
of  mankind  at  defiance,  they  came  to  apprehend  a  fpecies  of  plea- 
fure  in  braving  the  deteftation  which  they  incurred  by  their  infamies  \ 
They  purfued  the  firft  ftrokes  of  injuftice  and  malice  by  a  continual 
warfare  of  diftruft,  prevention,  and  revenge  againft  thofe  to  whom 
they  fuppofed  that  their  perfons  or  government  were  odious  ;  and 
they  periifted  in  this  courfe  until  the  extreme  itfelf,  being  what  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  poffeflion  of  fovereign  power  could  fupport, 
appeared  characteriftic  of  empire,  and  worthy  of  the  defendants  of 
Cjefar. 

During  this  unhappy  fucceffion  of  Cxfars,  the  fupreme  power 
had  been,  for  the  molt  part,  held  or  difpofed  of  by  the  Praetorian 
bands.  Thefe  troops  being  pofted  in  the  capital,  overawed  the  Se- 
nate and  People,  and,  though  not  fit  to  contend  with  the  legions 
who  were  ftill  employed  in  actual  fervice,  they  gave  poffeflion  of 
the  empire,  at  every  vacancy,  before  the  armies  of  the  frontier  had 
time  to  deliberate  or  to  take  part  in  the  choice. 

This  pre-eminence,  however,  of  the  Prcetorian  bands  had  been 
impatiently  fuffered  by  the  legions  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube. 

7  .Magnitudo  infamkt  cujus  apudprodigos  noviilima  voluptas, 

**  They 


OF    THE    ROMAN    REPUBLIC  s6y 

They  wiihed,  at  the  death  of  Auguftus,  to  have  given  a  fpecimen  CHAP, 
of  their  confequence  in  naming  a  fucceffor  to  the  empire ;  but  being 
then  over-ruled  by  the  dutiful  fpirit  or  moderation  of  Germanicus, 
they  acquiefced  in  the  government  of  Tiberius,  and  remained  in 
quiet  under  all  the  fucceflions  which  followed  j  until,  being  excited 
by  the  defection  of  Gaul,  which  happened  under  Nero,  and  impatient 
of  the  mockery  of  fovereignty  exhibited  in  the  infamies  of  that  un- 
happy perfon,  they  entertained,  almoft  in  every  quarter  of  the  em- 
pire at  once,  the  project  of  giving  a  better  and  more  refpe&able  fo- 
vereign  to  the  world,..  - 

Within  the  compafs  of  one  year  and  a  few  months,  after  it  was 
known  that  the  province  of  Gaul  had  revolted  from  Nero,  all  the 
armies  from  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube,  from  Gaul,  Syria,  Spain, 
and  Britain,  were  for  their  march  towards  Italy,  for  the  important 
purpofe  of  giving  a  fovereign  to  the  empire.  And  it  is  remarkable, 
that  this  project  did  not  originate  with  the  leaders,  or  appear  to  be 
fuggefted  by  the  ambition  of  generals,,  but  arofe  from  a  fpirit  of 
commotion  which  pervaded  the  troops. 

Every  legionary  foldier,  excited  by  the  defire  of  rapine,  by  the 
profpecl:  of  pofTelnng  the  capital,  and  of  rioting  in  the  riches  and 
pleafures  of  Italy,  conceived  the  defign  of  pufhing  forward  his  ge- 
neral to  the  head  of  the  empire.  They  burft  at  once  from  their 
quarters,  and,  considering  themfelves  as-  fet  free  from  every  fpecies 
of  government,  whether  civil  or  military,,  fet  no  bounds  to  their 
violence.  Augmenting  their  fury  by  the  confideration  of  the  pu- 
nishments they  incurred,  in  cafe  they  fhould  fail  in  their  attempt, 
they  paffed  through  every  city  and  province  in  their  way,  like  a 
ftorm  that  waftes  and  deftroys  whatever  is  oppofed  to  its  courfe. 
Within  the  fhort  period  we  have  mentioned,  a  motley  afTemblage  of 
provincial  troops,  drefled  in  the  garb  of  their  different  countries, . 
■with  different  arms  and  different  languages,  mixed  with  the  Roman 

legions>- 
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BOOK  legions,  who,  now  for  many  years  ftrangers  to  each  other,  met  on 
the  Po  and  the  Tiber  to  difpofe  pf  the  empire.  And,  in  the  fequel 
of  their  conteft,  whether  as  victors  or  vanquifhed,  whether  moved 
by  infolence  or  defpair,  did  equal  execution  on  the  pacific  in- 
habitants. 

Thele  troubles,  however,  ended  in  the  elevation  of  a  great  and 
refpectable  officer8  to  the  throne  of  Csefar,  and  in  the  fubftitution  of 
the  Flavian  family  to  that  of  Claudius  and  of  Julius.  At  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  Vefpafian  every  army  had  tried  its  ftrength,  and  compe- 
titors from  the  Court,  the  Senate,  and  the  Camp  had  made  trial  of 
their  fortune.  The  victors  in  this  conteft  received  a  willing  fub- 
miffion  from  the  pacific  inhabitants  of  the  provinces,  who  were 
ready  to  congratulate  themfelves  on  the  return  of  public  tranquillity. 

Fortunately  the  firft  emperors  of  the  new  family,  Vefpafian  him- 
felf,  and  the  eldeft  of  his  two  fons  9,  come  from  the  fchool  of  expe- 
rience, had  learned  the  value  of  reafon,  humanity,  and  juftice  in  the 
government  of  mankind  ;  and  they  accordingly  exhibited  a  character 
which,  in  fome  of  its  parts,  was  ftill  new  on  the  throne  of  Csefar : 
the  character  of  wifdom,  propriety,  and  humanity,  afTumed,  for 
its  own  fake,  and  without  any  intention  to  circumvent  the  People, 
or  to  impofe  upon  the  world.  But  the  fortunes  of  this  fecond 
imperial  family,  like  thofe  of  the  firft,  foon  devolved  on  a  *°  perfon 
equally  unfit  to  fuftain  them,  and  equally  unfit  to  be  fuffered  by 
the  patience  of  an  abject  court  or  a  fubmiffive  world. 

As  mankind  are  known  to  run,  occafionally,  from  one  extreme  to 
another,  the  evils  which  had  been  experienced  in  the  characters  of 
fome  of  the  preceding  emperors,  perhaps  helped  to  direct  the  armies 
of  the  empire,  at  times,  to  think  of  the  oppofite  extreme ;  and  they 
made  a  compenfation,  in  fome  of  their  elections,  for  the  mifchiefs 
which  they  had  brought  upon  the  world  in  others. 

*  Vefpafian.  9  Titus.  *°  Domitian. 

Amidft 
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Amidfl  the  variety  of  examples  that  were   fet  on  the  imperial    CHAP. 

throne,  different  emperors  paid  unequal  degrees  of  refpect  to  the   v « ' 

civil  forms  which  were  handed  down  to  them  from  the  republic,  and 
which  were  flill  retained  at  leaft  in  name.  But  the  characters  of  fo- 
vefeign  in  the  empire,  and  head  of  the  army,  were  necefTarily  united 
in  the  fame  perfon  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  the  army  itfelf  came  to 
be  corrupted,  the  imperial  eflablilhment  fufFered,  not  an  occafional 
and  temporary  abufe,  but  a  radical  and  irrecoverable  decline  of  its 
character  and  force, 

The  Praetorian  bands  were  early  debauched  by  their  refidence 
in  the  capital,  the  principal  feat  of  licentioufnefs ;  they  were  infpired 
with  prefumption  from  the  accefs  which  they  had  to  practife  on  the 
vices  of  their  fovereign,  and  they  outran  all  the  armies  of  the  empire 
in  profligacy,  infolence,  and  venality.  They  were,  upon  this  ac- 
count, broke  or  difbanded  with  indignation  by  Galba,  the  firfl  pro- 
vincial officer  who  was  advanced  to  the  purple  ;  but  this  reformation 
only  made  way  for  others,  who,  being  placed  in  the  fame  fchool  of 
diforder  and  vice,  foon  equalled  their  predeceffors  in  all  the  evilj 
which  they  had  brought  on  the  capital,  and  on  the  empire. 

The  contagion  of  military  arrogance  gradually  fpread  from  the 
barrack  or  camp  of  the  Praetorian  bands,  to  the  legions  of  the  frontier, 
and,  together  with  the  hopes  of  raifing  a  favourite  leader  to  the  head 
of  the  empire,  promifed  indulgence  of  crimes  and  exemption  from 
every  painful  reftraint.  The  practice  of  difpofing  of  the  empire  was 
followed  by  that  of  felling  it  for  pecuniary  bounties,  and  formally 
capitulating  with  every  new  mafler  for  a  relaxation  of  difcipline  and 
the  impunity  of  crimes. 

In  proportion  as  the  character  of  Roman  citizen  loft  its  consider- 
ation  and  its   confequence,   the  name  was  eafily  communicated  to 
all  the  fubjects  or  natives  of  any  province.     But  this  promifcuous 
admiffion  of  every  fubject,  under  the  fame  predicament  of  a  Roman 
Vol.  III.  4  D  citizen, 
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BOOK  citizen,  inftead  of  raifing  the  provincials  to  the  dignity  of  Romans,, 
funk  the  latter  to  the  level  of  provincial  fubjedls  ;.  extinguished  all  the 
fentiments  on  which  the  legions  of  old  were  wont  to  value  themfelves» 
and,  with  their  lofs  of  felf-eftimation  as  Romans,  probably  diminilhed 
the  intereft  they  had  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Roman  name.  They 
became  by  degrees,  and  at  every  fucceflion,  more  mercenary  and 
venal  in  the  choice  of  their  matters,  more  brutal  in  the  exercife  of 
their  force  againfl  their  fellow-fubjeds ;  and,  with  a  continual  degra- 
dation from  bad  to  worfe,  fubftituted  for  the  order,  courage,  and 
difcipline  of  Roman  legions,  mere  ferocity,,  and  a  difpofition  to  ra- 
pine and  mutiny. 

In.  compofing  fuch  armies,  the  natives  of  the  more  rude  and  uncul- 
tivated provinces  took  the  afcendant  over  thofe  of  the  more  civilized 
and  pacific  ;  and  the  empire  itfelf  fometimes  received  its  mafter  from 
its  moft  barbarous  extremities,  and  from  the  nurferies  of  brutality, 
ignorance,  and  violence. 

From  fuch  a  general  tendency  to  corruption,  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  an  empire,  though  once  of  fuch  mighty  power,  mould,  in, 
procefs  of  time,  verge  to  its  ruin ;  it  is  rather  furprifing,  that  a  fa- 
bric, mouldering  fo  fall  within,  ihould  have  fo  long  withftood  the 
ftorm  with  which  it  was  naturally  afTailed  from  abroad.  From  the 
acceffion  of  Caligula  to  the  admiflion  of  Alaric  into  Rome,  was  a 
■  period  of  no  more  than  about  four  hundred  years  •  but  from  the 
fame  Epoch  to  the  reduction  of  Conftantinople  by  the  Turks,  was  a 
period  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixteen  years.  So  long 
was  it  before  the  lights  of  civil,,  political,  and  military  wifdom, 
erected  by  the  Roman  commonwealth,  though  ftruck  out  by  the 
Goths  and  Vandals  in  the  Weft,  and  continually  finking  in  the  Eaft, 
were  entirely  extinguifhed. 

The  fabric  of  the  empire  had  many  advantages  to  account  for  fo 
long  a  duration,  both  in  the  nature  of  its  materials  and  in  the  difpo- 
fition of  its  parts.     The  provinces  were  conveniently  fituated  for 
i  mutual 
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mutual  intcrcourfe  and  for  mutual  fupport :  and   there  was  an  eafy    CHAP. 

VII. 
accefs  from  the  feat  of  dominion,  to  the  farther!  bounds  of  the  em- 
pire. The  order  eftablifhed  by  Auguftus,  and  confirmed  by  Ti- 
berius, remained  unaltered,  even  by  many  of  their  fucceffbrs.  The 
worft  of  the  Caefars  fiirFered  that  order  to  fubfifl  in  the  provinces, 
and  never  looked  beyond  the  court  and  capital  for  the  objects  of 
their  jealoufy,  and  fit  fubjects  of  tyranny.  Even  in  fuch  hands  the 
engine  of  empire  continued  to  work,  becaufe  the  mafter  neither 
pretended  to  underftand,  nor  attempted  to  interpofe  in  the  operation 
of  its  diftant  parts.  And  the  authority  of  government  continued 
high  in  the  extremities  of  this  vaft  dominion,  while  it  funk  or  was 
abufed  in  the   centre. 

Valour  and  difcipline,  the  beft  prefervatives  of  many  other  va- 
luable qualities,  being  long  in  requeft,  though  fometimes  impaired  in 
the  Roman  legions,  ftill  formed  examples  of  a  noble  and  heroic 
virtue,  which  qualified  fome  of  thofe,  who  attained  to  the  more  high 
and  refpeetable  flat  ions  in  the  military  pofieilion,  to  fill  with  advan- 
tage the  imperial  throne. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  empire  in  general  were  corrected  of  that 
ferocity,  or  reduced  from  that  national  fpirit  which  renders  fubjects 
refractory.  They  were  addicted  to  pacific  arts,  tractable,  and  eafily 
retained  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty  ;  and  they  acquiefced  in 
any  government,  however  negligent  or  incapable.  Some  of  the 
emperors  promoted  this  orderly  and  pacific  difpofition,  by  the  con- 
fidence which  they  taught  the  fubject  to  have  in  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon  and  of  his  property,  and  by  the  encouragement  which  they 
gave  to  purfuits  and  applications  which  infpire  the  love  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  \ 

7  Vefpaiian  gave  falaries  of  about  800 1,  blifhed  the  School  of  liberal  arts,  called  the 

a-year  to  mailers  of  rhetoric  at  Rome.    Mar-  Athenanim.      Dio.   Caff.     lib.  Ixxi.   c.  37, 

cus  Aurelius  gave  falaries  to  many  teachers  Sextus  Aurelius  Viftorde  Cxfaribus, 
of  philofophy    at  Athens.      Hadrian   eila- 

4D2  It 
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book         It  may  appear  ftrange,  but  it  is  true,  that  even  under  the  govern- 

^ „ '    ment  of  mere  foldiers  of  fortune,  the  principles  of  law,  founded  in 

the  maxims  of  the  republic,  though  in  fome  things  perverted  to  the 
purpofes  of  defpotic  power,  was  made  the  object  of  a  felect  profef- 
fion,  and  was  ftudied  as  a  rule  of  peace  and  of  property.  The  civil 
law  was  thus  not  only  fuffered  to  remain  in  force,  but  received,  from 
the  pleadings  of  advocates,  the  decifions  of  judges,  and  the  edicts  of 
princes,  continual  accefhons  of  light  and  authority,  which  has 
rendered  it  the  great  bafis  of  juftice  to  all  the  modern  nations  of 
Europe. 

Philofophy  continued  in  repute  from  the  times  of  the  republic  far 
down  in  the  empire,  and  the  doctrines  of  Epicurus,  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  later  times  of  the  commonwealth,  now  gave  way  to 
thofe  of  Zeno  and  the  Stoics.  While  men  had  rights  to  preferve> 
and  hazardous  duties  to  perform  on  the  public  fcene,  they  had  af- 
fected to  believe,  with  Epicurus,  that  pleafure  was  the  flandard  of 
good  and  of  evil.  But  now,  when  the  public  occupations  of  ftate 
were  withheld  from  them,  and  when  perfonal  fafety  was  the  higherl 
object  in  their  view,  they  returned  to  the  idea,  which  feemed  to  have 
infpired  the  virtue  of  ancient  times,  that  men  were  made  happy  by 
what  they  themlelves  were  and  performed,  not  by  what  they  poflelled. 
Under  the  difcouragements  of  many  a  cruel  and  oppreffive  reignr 
men  of  education  and  of  high  defcent  accordingly  had  recourfe  to 
the  philofophy  of  Zeno,  as  to  a  confolation  and  fupport  ;  and  al- 
though they  were  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to  act  upon  their  own 
ideas  in  any  dutinguilhed  htuation,  they  gave  fufneient  evidence  of 
their  fmcerity,  in  the  manly  indifference  with  which  they  fometimes 
incurred  the  confequences  of  their  independence  and  freedom  of 
mind. 

From  thefe  materials,  the  law  was  fometimes  furnifhed  with  prac- 
titioners, the  Senate  with  its  members,  the  army  with  commanders, 
and  the  empire  itfelf  with  its  head  ;  and  the  throne  of  Csfar,  in  the 
f)  viciffitudes 
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viciflltudes  to  which  it  was  expofed,  prefented  examples  as  honour-  CHAP, 
able  to  human  nature  in  ibme  inftances,  as  they  were  degrading  and 
fhameful  in  others.  In  thefe  varieties,  however,  it  is  no  difparage- 
ment  to  the  good,  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  not  able  to  compenfate 
the  bad,  or  to  produce  effects,  to  which  the  greatefl  abilities  in  a  few 
individuals  cannot  extend. 

The  wifdom  of  Nerva  gave  rife  to  a  fucceffion,  which,  in  the  per- 
fons  of  Trajan  and  the  Antonines,  formed  a  counterpart  to  the  race 
of  Tiberius,  Caligula,  Claudius,  and  Nero  ;  and  it  muft  be  ad- 
mitted, that  if  a  people  could  be  happy  by  any  other  virtue  than 
their  own,  there  was  a  period  in  the  hiftory  of  this  empire,  during 
which  the  happinefs  of  mankind  may  have  been  fuppoied  complete. 
This  however  is  but  a  fond  and  miftaken  apprehenfion.  A  People 
may  receive  protection  from  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  fingle  men  ; 
but  can  receive  independence,  vigour,  and  peace  of  mind  only  from 
their  own.  Even  the  virtues  of  this  happy  fucceffion  could  do  no 
more  than  difcontinue,  for  a  while,  the  former  abufes  of  power,  ad- 
miniftrate  juftice,  reftrain  the  guilty,  and  protect  the  innocent. 
Many  of  the  evils  under  which  human  nature  was  labouring,  ftill  • 
remained  without  a  cure ;  and  the  empire,  after  having  in  the  higheft 
degree  experienced  the  effects  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  was  allailed 
anew  with  all  the  abufes  of  the  oppofite  extreme  9. 

9  Thefe  extremes  fcarcely  gain  credit  with  or  mark  a  deeper  trad  in  which  men  are 

the  modern  reader,  as  they  are  To  much  be-  conftrained  to  move. 

yond  what  his  own  experience  or  obfervation  The  maxims  of  a  ChrilHan  and  a  Gentle- 
can  parallel.  Nero  feems  to  have  been  a  rnan,  the  remains  of  what  men  were  taught 
Demon,  and  Aurelius  a  Divinity  ;  and  thefe  by  thofe  maxims  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  per- 
prodigies,  whether  in  the  extreme  of  good  vade  every  rank,  have  fome  effeft  in  places  of 
or  of  evil,  exhibited,  amidftthe  ruins  of  the  theleaft  reftraint  ;  and  if  they  do  not  infpire 
Roman  republic,  are  no  longer  to  be  found,  decencycf  character,  at  leaftawe  the  profligate 
Individuals  were  then  formed  on  their  fpe-  with  the  fearrfcontempt^from  which  even  the 
cine  difpofitions  to  wifdom  or  folly.  In  later  mod  powerful  are  not  fecure.  Infomtich, 
times,  they  are  more  call  in  a  general  mould,  that  if  human  nature  wants  the  force  to  pro- 
which  gives  a  certain  form  independent  of  duce  an  Aurelius  or  a  Trajan,  it  is  not  lb 
the  materials.  Religion,  fafhion,  and  man-  much  expofed  to  the  infamies  of  a  Domitian 
*ers  prefcribe  more  of  the  actions  of  men,  or  a  Nero. 

For 
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BOOK  for  many  ages,  neverthelefs,  the  frontier  continued  to  be  defended 
and  the  internal  peace  of  the  empire  to  be  tolerably  fecure.  Com- 
merce flourifhed,  and  the  land  was  cultivated ;  but  thefe  were  but 
poor  compenfations  for  the  want  of  that  vigour,  elevation,  and  free- 
dom, which  perifhed  with  the  Roman  republic  itfelf,  or  with  the 
political  character  of  the  other  nations  which  had  been  abforbed  in. 
thk  ruinous  abyfs. 

The  military  and  political  virtues,  which  had  been  exerted  in  form- 
ing this  empire,  having  finifhed  their  courfe,  a  general  relaxation 
enfued,  under  which,  the  very  forms  that  were  necefTary  for  its  pre- 
servation were  in  procefs  of  time  neglected.  As  the  fpirit  which  gave 
rife  to  thofe  forms  was  gradually  fpent,  human  nature  fell  into  a  re- 
trograde motion,  which  the  virtues  of  individuals  could  not  fufpend  ; 
and  men,  in  the  application  of  their  faculties  even  tp  the  moft  ordi- 
nary purpofes  of  life,  fufFered  a  flow  and  infenfible,  but  almoft  con- 
tinual, decline. 

In  this  great  empire,  the  fortunes  of  nations  over  the  more  culti- 
vated parts  of  the  earth,  being  embarked  on  a  fmgle  bottom,  were 
expofed  to  one  common  and  general  wreck.  Human  nature  lan- 
guifhed  for  fome  time  under  a  fufpenfion  of  national  exertions, 
and  the  monuments  of  former  times  were,  at  laft,  overwhelmed  by 
•one  general  irruption  of  barbaritm,  fuperftition,  and  ignorance. 
The  effects  of  this  irruption  conftitute  a  mighty  chafm  in  the  tran- 
fition  from  antient  to  modern  hiftory,  and  make  it  difficult  to  ftate 
the  tranfactions  and  manners  of  the  one,  in  a  way  to  be  read  and 
underftood  by  thofe  whofe  habits  and  ideas  are  taken  intirely  from 
the  other. 
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Page  19,   line  19,  for  Bmotis  read  Baetis. 

35, 25,  for  a  •very  difordtrly  ft  ate  read  in  a  very  dif orderly  fiate^ 

75,  — —  29,  for  in  read  aw. 

79,  — —     8,  for  /»  read  on. 
1 19,  —  20,  for  £//a  read  £/Vtf. 
129,  — —    3,  for  him  read  them. 

157,  13,  for  Conful  read  Prator. 

241, 4,  for  £/j  read  /£». 

248,  ■  12,  for  it  an  read  rt.r  in. 

258,  — —  1  ).,  fir  upon  read  a/  <w. 

282,  — —  23,  for  feals  read  ./for/. 

289,  — •  25,  for  temrary  read  temporary. 

321,  — —    9,  for  far  read  /u. 

331,  '  I5>  for  /«  authorifing  read  authcrijing* 

341, 12,  for  <zv«/  read  ivhich  ivas. 

365, 2^,  for  continued read  continuing. 

388, 8,  for  /*>;«  read  ft'wf. 

426, 15,  inftead  of  expofed,  and  the  priefthocd;  had,     read  expofed;  and 

the  priefthood  had. 
45  5> ""—  24»  for  ^^  rea^  ^»'^« 
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